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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 22, 2013 

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2013-0027 

Old West Austin 
2408 Windsor Road 

 

PROPOSAL 

Construct a one-story, rear addition and replace windows on a contributing house. 

 

RESEARCH 

The first residents and owners of 2408 Windsor Road were Paul C. and Margaret Whitley 

who began living at the house around 1939. At that time Paul Whitley was an insurance 

agent with an office in the Littlefield Building. By the mid 1940's Paul is working for C.J. 

Martin & Sons, and Mrs. C.J. Martin, who is likely Margaret's (aka Marguirite) mother, is 

also residing at the house. C.J. Martin & Sons, located at 413 Chicon Street, supplied 

livestock and poultry remedies. Paul Whitley died in 1947 after which Margaret moves to 

1710 Cromwell. 

 

The next residents and owners were Albert L. Koelzer and his wife Zella. Ablert owned and 

ran Albert L. Koelzer Co. and Koelzer Lumber Co., a wholesale lumber company, from the 

rear of the house until his retirement in the late 1960's. There is no listing for the Koelzer's 

in City Directories starting in 1984 and Mr. Koelzer died March 11, 1985. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The existing house, constructed c. 1939, is a two-story Colonial Revival style house with a 

side gabled roof and a centered front gable on the front elevation. The centered front gable 

is an uncommon feature in Colonial Revival houses and reflects Georgian or Adam 

influences. The symmetrical front façade has 6:6, double-hung windows with shutters and a 

central front door with a covered entry porch that has a flat roof with deep cornice 

supported by round, classical columns. There is a decorative metal balustrade on the porch 

roof. The house has painted brick cladding and composition shingle roofing. 

 

The applicant proposes to construct an approximately 750 sq. ft., two-story addition on the 

rear of the house. The addition will be clad in painted brick to match the existing house and 

will have a roof form and windows similar to those existing on the rear elevation. 

 

Further the applicant proposes to replace all the windows in the house with 1:1, double-

hung, aluminum clad, wood windows. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The existing property is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 

District. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 

 

 The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 

architectural features should be avoided. 

 

 All properties shall be recognized as products of their own time.  Alterations which 

have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be 

discouraged. 
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 Changes which have taken place in the course of time may have acquired 

significance in their own right, and shall be recognized and respected. 

 

 Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize 

a property shall be treated with sensitivity. 

 

 Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever 

possible.  In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the 

material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other visual 

qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on 

accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical, or pictorial 

evidence. 

 

 Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 

architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 

material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 

 Whenever, possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such 

a manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 

essential form and integrity of the structure would not be impaired. 

 

The proposed addition will not be visible from the street so is compatible in form, scale, 

materials and fenestration with the existing house. However, the replacement of the 

existing 6:6, double-hung windows with 1:1 clad windows removes an important character 

defining feature of this Colonial Revival house, therefore having an adverse impact on its 

historic architectural integrity. If the existing windows are beyond repair, replacement with 

replica 6:6, double-hung, non-clad, wood windows would be more appropriate. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit per the proposed design with the recommendation that the applicant 

reconsider replacing the windows or replace them with replica windows. 
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PHOTOS 

 
Front elevation 

 
Rear elevation 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

2408 Windsor Road 

 

From City Directories, Austin History Center 

 

City of Austin Historic Preservation Office 

April 2013 

 

1984 No listing for Albert and Zella Koelzer 

   

1983 Albert L. Koelzer, owner 

  Retired 

  & 

  Zella Koelzer 

  No occupation 

   

1966 Albert L. Koelzer, owner 

  Koelzer Lumber Co., rear 2408 Windsor Road 

  & 

  Zella Koelzer 

  No occupation 

 

1957 Albert L. Koelzer, owner 

  Albert L. Koelzer Co.,, wholesale lumber rear 2408 Windsor Road 

  & 

  Zella Koelzer 

  No occupation 

 

1953 Albert L. Koelzer, owner 

  Salesman 

  & 

  Zella Koelzer 

  No occupation 

 

1949 Albert L. Koelzer, owner 

  Wholesale Lumber 

  & 

  Zella Koelzer 

  No occupation 

 

  Note: Margaret C. Whitley listed as the widow of Paul C. residing at 1710 

Cromwell. Paul C. and Margaret Whitley also listed at 120 E 9th Street. 

 

1947 Paul C. Whitley, owner 

  C.J. Martin & Sons, Livestock and Poultry Remedies 

  & 

  Margaret M. Whitely, 

  Insurance 
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  Note: Albert and Zella Koelzer listed at 1219 Parkway. 

 

1944-45 Paul C. Whitley, owner 

  C.J. Martin & Sons, Livestock and Poultry Remedies, 413 Chicon 

  & 

  Margaret M. Whitely 

 

  Note: Mrs. C.J. Martin is also listed as residing at 2408 Windsor Road in the 

name directory. 

 

1942 Paul C. Whitley, owner 

  Insurance Agent, 614 Littlefield Building 

  & 

  Marguerite Whitley 

 

1940 Paul C. Whitley, owner 

  Insurance Agent, 614 Littlefield Building 

  & 

  Marguerite Whitley 

. 

1939 Paul C. Whitley, owner 

  Insurance Agent, 614 Littlefield Building 

  & 

  Marguerite Whitley 

 

1937 No listing for address  

 

 Note: Paul C. and Margaret Whitley listed at 1905 Rio Grande 
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Obituary of Paul Clyde Whitley - Austin Statesman January 31, 1947 
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Obituary of Paul Clyde Whitley - Austin Statesman, January 30, 1947 
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Obituary of Albert L. Koelzer - Austin American Statesman, March 12, 1985 
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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