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PROPOSAL

Reroof a contributing house using asphalt dimensional shingles.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The existing house is a c. 1925, one-story, brick bungalow with a front-gabled roof covered
in green concrete tiles that mimic American Spanish-style clay tiles. The house has
Craftsman details including a prominent porch with a front facing extended gable roof
supported by brick columns. Other Craftsman-style fenestration includes triangular knee
braces and false half timbering in the gables, exposed rafter tails, and decorative screens.

The applicant proposes to remove the existing concrete tile roof and replace it with asphalt
dimensional shingles. The existing concrete tiles are in poor condition with damaged and
missing units and lack of integration between the tiles and vertical surfaces. These
conditions allow water infiltration, which is impacting interior conditions.

The applicant has had a petrographic analysis conducted on the existing roofing tiles, the
result of which indicates that the material may not be original to the house and may not be
more than 50-60 years old. The laboratory testing indicates that the green color is a
polymer-modified coating that is not integral to the concrete, but is likely original to the
tiles because there is no visible dirt between the substrate and the coating, and no visible
weathering of the concrete substrate.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The existing house is a contributing property in the Hyde Park Local Historic District. The
Hyde Park Local Historic District Goals and Design Standards for new construction state:

3.5 Roofs

The most common roof forms in Hyde Park are hipped, gabled, and combinations of hipped
and gabled roofs. Roofs are generally more complex for Queen Anne styles and simpler for
the bungalows and other twentieth century buildings. Roofs often included dormers. There
are examples in Hyde Park of flat roofs, but those are not typical of the roofs of the primary
structures for contributing residences in the neighborhood. Traditional roof materials were
wood shingles for main roofs and corrugated metal for outbuildings. There are also
examples in Hyde Park of metal shingles. Occasional nineteenth century residences had
metals roofs, but during the twentieth century, metal roofs were not considered appropriate
for residences. Wood shingles were replaced by composition shingles in the early- to mid-
twentieth century. Metal roofs returned in popularity as an energy saving approach in the
last 20 years of the twentieth century.

1. Retain the original roof pitches and profiles on the building. Avoid changes to roofs on
the front of the building. Avoid adding to the eave height of original roofs, especially at
the front of the structure. Retain historic dormers.

2. In replacing roof materials, consider first the use of the original material, then the use a
product that resembles the original material, such as a fiberglass or other energy-
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efficient shingle. Metal roofs are also acceptable. Do not use shaped, scalloped or
diamond shingles unless they were original to the building. Preserve original gable/attic
vents and roof brackets.

The 1935 and 1961 Sanborn Maps indicate that the house had a non-combustible roofing
material and concrete tiles were available in the 1920’s; however the laboratory analysis
the applicant has had conducted indicates the existing tile material may not be original to
the house due to their age. If the existing tile replaced an earlier tile roof, it’s unknown if
that original material was tile or some other type of non-combustible material, and the
profile or color of that material is also not known. Given that the original material is
unknown, replacement with dimensional shingles can be considered.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Save a sufficient number of tile and finial units to give an accurate representation of the
original scale and profile for future reference in case it is determined at a later date that
this is the original roofing material.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve as presented requesting that the owner follow the recommendation of the
Certificate of Appropriateness Committee.
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Indicates a one story, brick veneered dwelling with non-combustible roof covering of metal,
slate, tile or asbestos shingles.
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1961 Updated Sanborn Map

Indicates a one story, brick veneered dwelling with non-combustible roof covering of metal,
slate, tile or asbestos shingles.
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Hawthorne Roofing Tile Co.
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Spanish Tile

Chicago-based Hawthorne Roofing Tile Company originally manufactured its
tile from slabs by a hand-process. These concrete roofing tiles depicted in the
1929 Sweet's Architectural Catalog imitated French and Spanish clay tiles.
They were produced with automated power-driven equipment, and the colors
were impregnated on the tile surface. (Sweet's Architectural Catalogue,
1939. Courtesy of the Sweet's Group-McGraw Hill Companies, Inc.)









Existing Roof

Material Information

® Petrographic analysis
® Roof s a concrete tile system with
a polymer-modified coating on
the exterior surface {green color}

* Unconsumed cement materials
were observed within the
concrete tiles

Existing Roof

Current Condition

* [nspection and structural review
* Damaged and missing tiles

* Lack of integration between tiles
and vertical surfaces

* Significant damage to interior
gypsum wallboard at roof and
walls caused by roof leakage

» Deteriorated wood structure
within attic space

~* Multiple applications of sealing

materials at exterior of roof
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Proposed Repairs |

Urgent Items I
* Roof replacement and wood fascia repairs

® Currently causing structural damage and deterioration of
original intertor finishes

® Homeowner's insurance requires replacement within 30 days
after purchase

* Must be completed before installation of new finishes to prevent
water damage

* Complete kitchen and bathroom renovation !
® Currently not in a serviceable state
® Must be completed before move-in on March 1, 2013

Proposed Repairs

Asphailt Roof Shingles

* Basis-of-design product: GAF Timberline,

Camelot, or Grand Slate Shingle

® Similar to those installed on neighboring
properties, including two Historic
Landmarks

® High-end dimensional shingle

* Color selection to complement existing red
brick veneer







