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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 22, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

5106 CASWELL AVENUE 
HDP-2013-0143 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a house that was moved to the current site ca. 1950 from Camp Swift, Texas. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with single and paired 6:6 windows; 
one-story, rectangular-plan, side gabled addition to the right side. 
RESEARCH 

City building permits indicate that the house was moved from Camp Swift in 1950.  Frank 
W. Urbis, the father of the first owner and occupant, Helen Scharfe, and her husband, Emil, 
is listed on the building permit for the relocation of the house.  Emil and Helen Scharfe 
lived here until Emil’s death in 1990; Helen Scharfe lived here a number of years longer.  
Emil Scharfe was a brakeman for the Southern Pacific Railroad. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit, but encourage the applicant to consider relocation if 
feasible. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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5106 Caswell Avenue 
Moved onto this site from Camp Swift, ca. 1950 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
5106 Caswell Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2013 
 
1992  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Conductor, Southern Pacific Railroad 
 
1968  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Conductor, Southern Pacific Railroad 
 
1962  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Conductor, Southern Pacific Railroad 
 
1957  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Brakeman, Southern Pacific Railroad 
 
1954  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Brakeman, Southern Pacific Railroad 

 
1952  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe, owners 
  Brakeman 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Emil F. and Helen Scharfe are not listed in the directory. 
 
 

 
 
 

\ 
Death notice for Emil F. Scharfe 

Austin American-Statesman, August 23, 1990 
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Obituary of Helen Scharfe 

Austin American-Statesman, December 17, 2002 
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Building permit to move the house from Camp Swift to the current site (1950) 

 


