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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 20, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0125 
4705 ROWENA STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, cross-gabled, frame house with stone veneer on the front wall and synthetic 
siding on the side and rear walls; partial-width, shed-roofed inset porch; 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 by Felix Williams, but there is no indication that he actually 
lived here.  The first owners and occupants were Douglas and Elenora Bowmer, who lived 
here until Douglas was killed and Elenora seriously injured in a car wreck on Christmas 
Day, 1952.  Douglas had been a clerk in the State Adjutant General’s Office.  The house was 
rented in the mid-1950s, vacant in the early 1960s, and by the mid-1960s had been 
purchased by Raymond and Connie Milicia, who lived here through the 1990s.  Raymond 
Milicia was a floor tile setter.  He built an addition to the house in 1972. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey; however, when City staff reviewed the area 
for a possible local historic district nomination, staff noted the house as contributing to the 
possible district. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package 
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history of the house for archiving at the Austin History Center, and encourage the 
applicant to consider re-use of the stone veneer on the front of the house in the new 
proposal for the site.  The house does not have sufficient architectural or historical 
significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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4705 Rowena Avenue 
ca. 1950 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
4705 Rowena Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2013 
 
1992  Raymond and Connie Milicia, owners 

Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 8732 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1985-86 Raymond and Connie Milicia, owners 

Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 8732 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1981  Raymond and Connie Milicia, owners 

Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 8732 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1977  Raymond and Connie MIlicia (not listed as owners) 
  Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 8732 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1973  Raymond and Connie Mlicia (not listed as owners) 
  Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 8732 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1968  Raymond and Connie Milicia, owners 

Tile setter, Pounds Floor and Tile Company, 1713 N. Interregional Highway. 
 
1962  Vacant 
 
1957  Richard E. and Patsy Nelson, Jr., renters 

Student 
 
1952  Douglas S. and Elenora Bowmer, owners 

Clerk, State Adjutant General 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Douglas S. Bowmer (no wife listed) is listed as an assistant plant 
operator for the Lower Colorado River Authority.  He lived at 4012 Avenue C. 
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Obituary and funeral notice for Douglas Bowmer 

Austin American, December 27, 1952 
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Funeral notice for Douglas Bowmer 

Austin American-Statesman, December 28, 1952 
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Obituary of Raymond Milicia 

Austin American-Statesman, July 23, 1998 
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Building permit to Felix Williams for the construction of a frame house and garage (1950) 

 

 
Water service permit to Felix Williams for this address. 
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Sewer connection application by Felix Williams for this address (1950) 

 


