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Item #89 
Council Member Initiated Change 

Council Member Morrison 

ORDINANCE NO. 

H E L l f l c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^'^"^^ ™ ^^TY RELATING TO 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 

PART 1. Section 13-1-15 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

(A) Except in an emergency, a person may not land ah. aircraft in the ci 
that left]: ^ . city except 

(0 a fixed wing aircraft may InnH-. ) \ 

on designated runwavs at the airport; 

on a field or body of water approved in advnnre bv the cWrectnr 
and the director of the planning .nH development revi... 
department;[an niiprirt niniyny or] 

(2) a helicopter mav land: 

(a) on a designated landing area at the airport; or 

^ at a heli-facilitv that has n v.liH heli-facilitv ppm.it nKtoi^n 
pursuant to article 4 of this chanter, .uhjert to the term, of rh. h. i i . 
tacihty permit; tind \n privatolv nwnnd nirpnit av. a body or 
j j ^ f e ^ t n fiold appmv.ul in ndvnnrn liy (l,n Diroctnr ,,M.1 i l W W ^ 
e^hgiWatPr^hod Prntr. li.in nnd Dnyrln, nt Rovicw n. | u i t » ^ | 

an aircraft other than a fixed wing aircraft or a HHirnpter may land on 
a tield approved m ndvance by the director and the director of the 
planning and development review departmenf 

^ For purposes of Sections 1-1-99 and 13-1-901. a person 
section commits an offense for each non-emereenry InnHi 

who violates this 
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PART 2. Section 13-1-171 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

(A) Terms not otherwise defined in this article have the meaning prescribed by 
applicable aviation law, including Federal Aviation Administration Advisory 
Circular 150/5390-2 [150/5390 2A] {Heliport Design Guide), Federal Aviation 
A.^;nictf.tion Advisory Circular 150/5020-1 {Noise Control and Compatihduy 
^ I Z Z - r f r Airpnrt.Y and Appendix A of 14 Code of Federal Regulation Part 

150. I 

(B) In this article: 

APPROACH AND DEPARTURE PATHS rr̂ eŝ n̂  the flight tracks 
helimpters follow when landing at or departing from a heli-facility. 

^ APPLICATION means an application for issuance of a heli-facility 
permit pursuant to this article. 

CATEGORY I means a helistop approved for a cumulative total of 10 
or fewer helicopter takeoffs and landings per day and 18 total 
operations during the period of the heli-facility permit. 

^ CATEGORY IT means a helistop approved for a single specific event 
of not more than three consecutive days during the period of the heli-
far.ilitv permit, with a cumulative total of helicopter takeoffs and 
landings not to exceed eight operations per hour per day. In addition 
no more than three approved helicopters may use an approved 
cntegorv II helistop without special consent of the director. 

^ CATEGORY III means a permanent heliport facility. 

(6) COMMISSION means the Citv of Austin Airport Advisory 
Commission. 

(7) DAY-NIGHT AVERAGE SOUND LEVEL ri.dn^ means the 24-hour 
nvernae .onnd level, in dB, for the period from midnight to midnight, 
ohtnined nfter the addition of 10 dB to sound levels for the periods 
hPtween midnight and 7 a.m.. and between 10 p.m. and midnight, local 
time. 
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(8) dB means decibels, a logarithmic scale for measuring sound intensity. 

(9) DIRECTOR means the Director of the Aviation Department. 

LLO) ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA means, as defined bv 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, an area that includes 
important natural resources such as sensitive topographic features (i.e. 
steep slopes (>15%)). geologic/geomorphic formations, sinkholes and 
karst terrain, scenic vistas/overlooks/lookouts and public and private 
forest and woodlands. 

i l l } EQUIVALENT SOUND LEVEL (Lea) means the average noise level 
during a designated period (less than 24 hours). 

LL2} FAA means the United States Federal Aviation Administration. 

(13) [(4)] HELICOPTER means a rotorcraft that depends principally on its 
engine-driven rotors for its horizontal motion. 

04} m ] HELI-FACILITY means a heliport or a helistop. 

(151 HELI-FACILITY PERMIT means written authorization obtained 
pursuant to this article for the operation of a heli-facility in the city. 

06} [ ( ^ HELIPORT means the [a building or an] area of land^ [of] water, 
or a structure [including appurtenant facilitios,] used or intended to be 
used permanently for [helicopter] the landing and takeoff of 
helicopters, together with appurtenant buildings and facilities. 

(17) [(4)] HELISTOP means a minimally developed heli-facility that is 
temporarily designated as a landing area for one or more helicopters to 
be used for the [designed to permit] boarding and discharge of 
passengers or cargo, or for a specific educational, commercial, or 
community purpose, or for a construction project, and which is not 
equipped with [a] helicopter maintenance, fueling activities, repair, or 
storage facilities [facility]. 
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(18) [(^HOSPITAL HELIPORT means a heliport that only serves 
helicopters engaged in air ambulance service or other hospital related 
functions. 

(19) INCOMPATIBLE NOISE means anticipated noise measurement from 
the operations proposed in an application that, based on noise 
modeling, noise monitoring of heli-facilities in the past, or the 
department's noise monitoring of test flights in the vicinity of the 
proposed location for the heli-facilitv. would be expected to exceed 
with unreasonable frequency and/or duration the levels indicated 
below for specific types of noise sensitive areas: 

(a) noise measurement of 65-70 dB or greater for 
residential, mobile home parks, transient lodgings, 
schools, hospitals, nursing homes, places of worship, 
concert halls, outdoor music shells, amphitheaters, or 
substantially similar land uses; or 

(b) noise measurement of 70-75 dB or greater for 
governmental services. offices (business and 
professional), auditoriums, nature exhibits, zoos, or 
substantially similar land uses; or 

(c) noise measurement of 75-80 dB or greater for 
livestock farming or breeding. general retail, 
photographic or optical manufacturing or production, 
amusement parks, golf courses, parks, riding stables, 
resorts, water recreation areas camps, or substantially 
similar land uses; or 

(d) noise measurement of greater than 85 dB for parking, 
wholesale or retail sales of building materials, hardware 
or farm equipment, utilities, general manufacturing, or 
substantially similar land uses; 

(e) provided, however, that the noise measurement 
reasonably anticipated from the proposed heli-facility's 
operations shall not be deemed incompatible noise with 
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respect to any particular noise sensitive area if the noise 
measurement from self generated noise from that noise 
sensitive area and/or the ambient noise at that noise 
sensitive area exceeds the noise measurement reasonably 
anticipated from the proposed heli-facilitv's operations. 

120) NOISE means any sound that is deemed undesirable bv an individual. 

(21} NOISE MEASUREMENT means generally the applicable technical 
standard to be used for incompatible noise, noise modeling, or noise 

160 monitoring of a particular type of heli-facility. and means specifically: 
161 
162 (a) for a category I or category II. the A-weighted equivalent sound 
163 level (L ,̂,), measured in accordance with FAA Integrated Noise Model 
164 guidelines: and 
165 

166 (b) for a category III, the yearly dav-night average sound level (L^). 
167 measured in accordance with FAA Integrated Noise Model guidelines. 
168 

169 £22} NOISE MODEL means a computer model, developed bv the FAA (or 
I'̂ O an FAA approved equivalent), suitable for evaluation of anticipated 
1̂ 1 helicopter noise impacts in the vicinity of a heli-facility. Noise 
1̂ ^ ' - modeling can output either noise contours for an area or noise level at 
1̂ ^ pre-selected locations. The noise output can be either exposure-based. 
1̂ 4 maximum-level-based, or time-based. 
175 
1̂ 6 £23} NOISE MONITORING means the analysis, with computerized 
1'̂ ^ aircraft noise and flight track data collections and processing systems, 
1̂ 8 of the noise impact of heli-facility operations on noise sensitive areas. 
1̂ ^ using data acquired from helicopter transponders, noise from 
1̂ 0 permanent and portable noise monitors, weather observations, citizen 
181 complaints, radar, and other sources. 
182 
183 £24} m ] NOISE SENSITIVE AREA means land uses identified bv FAA 
'8"^ Advisory Circular 150/5020-1 (Noise Control and Compatibility 

Plcinnin? for Airports) and Appendix A of 14 Code of Federal 
'86 Regulation Part 150 as noise sensitive areas, including land used for 
'8"̂  any of the following or substantially similar purposes: residential. 
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mobile home parks, transient lodgings, schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, places of worship, auditoriums, concert halls, government 
services facilities, offices (business or professional), retail businesses, 
communication facility, livestock farms, ranches, or breeding 
facilities, outdoor sports arena, spectator sports facilities, outdoor 
music shells, amphitheaters, nature exhibits, zoos, amusement parks, 
parks, resorts, camps, riding stables or water recreation areas [the-afea 
within a 1,000 foot radius of a school, church, hospital, nursing home, 
single family residential area, or other area identified by the city 
manager]. 

(25) ONLINE means a centralized link on the department's internet web 
site from which the public can easily access all information regarding 
heli-facilities required by this article to be posted or published. 

(26) OPERATION means either one helicopter landing or one helicopter 
takeoff at a heli-facility. 

(27) OPERATIONAL HOURS means the hours of the day that category II 
operations may occur between 7:30 A.M. (local) and 8:30 P.M. 
(local). 

(28) [£7^ OWNER means a person having a legal or equitable interest in a 
helicopter, a heli-facility, or a helicopter venture. 

(29) [(8)̂  PRIVATE USE HELIPORT means a heliport that is developed 
for the exclusive use of its owner and persons authorized by the 
owner. 

(30) [(9)] PUBLIC USE HELIPORT means a heliport available for use 
by the general public without the prior approval of the owner or 
operator. 

(31) REASONABLE FREOUENCY means eight operations per hour per 
day for a category II heli-facilitv. 

(32) SPECIAL CONSENT means consent by the director to authorize 
certain operations as set forth in section 13-1-181(H). 
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—TEMPORARY HELISTOP moans a helistop that is approved foi g 
cumulativo total of 18 or fewer helicopter takeoffs helicopter takeoffs and 
landings on a temporary basis for an advertising, promotional, educational or 
community service purpose, or a construction project.] 

PART 3. Section 13-1-172 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

(A) This article applies to any [a] heli-facility located [and holicoptor use 
from a ground or elevated site in the city at a location] outside of an aviation 
services (AV) district. 

(B) This article does not apply' to property owned by a federal and state 
government or agency. 

PART 4. Section 13-1-173 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-173 APPLICATION DEADLINES. CONDITIONS, AUTHORITY 
APPEALS. AND CALCULATION OF DEADT .TNF.<; 

( ^ — A n administratively complete application must be filed with the department-

(1) 30 days in advance of the requested effective date for a 
category I: 

(2) Six months before the requested effective date for a category IT. 

^ — T h e following are not considered part of the application but rather are 
conditions to the issuance of a heli-facility permit after approval of an application 
("conditions"): 

(I) For a category I and a category II. submission to the director bv 
the applicant of a signed inspection from the Austin Fire Department 
for compliance with International Fire Code and National Fire 
Protection Association standards: 
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(2) For a category II and a category III, submission to the director by 
the applicant of a FAA letter of no objection to the planned approach 
and departure paths for the proposed heli-facility; 

(3) For a category III, receipt by the applicant of a conditional use 
permit as required bv section 25-2-861 (Facilities for Helicopters and 
Other Nonfixed Wins Aircraft) of the code; 

(4) For a category III, submission to the director bv the applicant of a 
FAA letter of airspace determination; and 

(5) For a category I and a category II. the transponder code as 
assigned bv FAA at time of flight for each helicopter using the heli-
facility. 

(C) In order to expedite the application process, the director shall not wait for 
any condition to be satisfied to determine that the application is administratively 
complete and to commence review of or to issue a decision either approving or 
denying, an application. 

(D) [A] The director may issue a heli-facility permit upon his determination that: 
[for a heli facility or authorize a temporary' helistop.] 

(1) The application has been approved: 

(a) and no timely notice of appeal has been filed for 
category II or category III; or 

(b) the city manager, or city council, as applicable, has rendered a 
decision overruling an appeal of the director's determination; and 

(2) All conditions have been met. 

(E) [fB)l The director may adopt rules, consistent with applicable law and this 
rticle, relating to the operation of a heli-facility [under this article]. 

ar 

(F) For purposes of section 2-5-62 of the code: 
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£1-1 An applicant shall have standing to appeal the director's 
determination of an application, or to respond to an appeal of the director's 
determination, of an application. 

2̂} Any resident, tenant, owner, user, or operator of a noise sensitive area 
or environmentally sensitive area has standing to appeal the director''; 
determination of a category II or category III application if the appellant 
alleges the proposed operations would: 

(a) expose the noise sensitive area to incompatible noise; or 

(b) pose a material threat to life, health, or property at the noise 
sensitive area; or 

(c) pose a material threat to the environmentally sensitive area 

( ^ — A person with standing may appeal the director's decision bv filing with the 
director, no later than fourteen (14) davs after the date of the director's deri'^ion, ̂  
"notice of appeal", which shall include: 

i l l the name, address, and telephone number of the appellant; 

i ^ the name of the applicant, if the appellant is not the applic?>nt; 

£31 

£41 

the decision being appealed; 

the date of the decision; 

a statement of the basis of the appellant's standing; nnd 

the reasons the appellant believes the director's decision on the 
application does not comply with the requirements of this article. 

— A person with standing may respond to an appeal by filing with the di 
no later than fourteen (14) davs after the date on which the notice of nppenl 
filed, a "response to appeal", which shall include: 

i l l the name, address, and telephone number of the respondent: 
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(2) identification of the appeal to which the response to appeal relates; 

(3) a statement of the basis of the respondent's standing; and 

(4) the reasons the respondent believes the director's decision on the 
application complies with the requirements of this article. 

Within three business days of receipt of a notice of appeal or a response to 
an appeal relating to a category II application, the director shall deliver the notice 
of appeal or a response to an appeal to the city manager who shall decide the 
appeal. 

(1) The city manager shall have 45 davs from the date of the director's 
decision to decide an appeal relating to a category II application. 

(2) The city manager's decision shall be in the form of a written opinion 
stating the findings of fact, provisions of applicable law, and provisions of 
this article on which the citv manager's ruling on the appeal is based. 

(J) The department shall post online every notice of appeal and response to a 
category II appeal within three business davs filing, every decision on an appeal 
within one day of issuance, and every heli-facility permit within one day of 
issuance, and shall keep them posted online until such time as they are no longer 
relevant; 

(K) For purposes of determining the deadline for taking action within a period of 
a specified number of davs as required bv this article: 

(1) the day of the event that triggers the deadline shall not be counted; 

(2) any day falling on a weekend or citv holiday shall be counted unless 
the weekend or citv holiday is the last dav of the period; 

and 

£41 the deadline shall be 5 P.M. (Central Time) on the last day of the 
period as determined in the manner in this section. 
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as follows: 

§ 13-1-175 CATEGORY III [ m U P Q f ^ ] IDENTIFICATION NUMBER. 

(B) The department shall miintain infnm,n,i.n [ A , ŷ,̂  rrniiL i ..r 

nnp-iffmnnt h ill piu , iJu a map] identifying each h^Lrt « 
cuy^^^y type, location, identification nunfber, . ^ t t ^ ^ ^ ' ' : 

Marking). ^' W'^''-f'>"^'ty Standards and 

PART 6. Section 13-1-176 of the City Code is amended to read as follows-

Districts) of Chapter 25-2 {Zoning). kismets), Article 2 (Zo/im^ 

(1) hospi ta l heliport ; nr 

(2) category I on a constmctinn df>. 

PART 7. Section 13-1-177 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 
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i 

The director shall apply the following priority ranking in approval of a heli-

facility site: 

(1) a hospital category III [heliport] and other categoriOn [ t ^ ^ l -tended 
for emergency use by a fire department or law enforcement agency; 

(2) a public use category III [heliport]; and 

(3) a private use rntegorv III; and [heliport.] 

r4) a category T and a category II. 

PART 8. Section 13-1-178 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-178 HELI-FACILITY PERMIT [OR AUTIIQPJZ ^TION] REQUIRED! 

OFFENSE. 

(A) ..t.hli.h or operate n r.tegor^. T or category II in t h e d t y ^ a ^ e i ^ 

m u s t o S i l l h ^ ^ 

obtaim 

g permit from the director; nnd 

fo> Helicopter, and Other Nnnfu.d Wing Airrrnft) of the Code]. 

(B) T o e s t a M i s h o ^ ^ ^ ̂ ^̂ egory III in the city, a person mustobtajn: 

|_Q n heli-facility permit from the director; and 

£2} a ^ ^ n a l u s e . ^ ^ ^ 

'^efsef.-whU^iil. tu upcntn n tniupuiaiy helrtnp . ^ . a f ^ p p f y - ^ 
diiector for written authorization to operate]. 
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(C) A heli-facility permit [or authorization] issued under this article 
transferable. 

£D1 

is non-

For purposes of sections 1-1-99 and 13-1-201 each separate non­
emergency landmg knowingly allowed hy the owner or npemtJ.f , hHi 
facility without a valid heU-facilitv permit i . . separate offen.e of thic 
by the owner and operator 

PART 9. Section 13-1-179 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

r 
(B) A heh-facihty permit is not required for an unprepared site at or near the 
scene of an accident or similar medical emergency on which a helicopter may 
land to pick up a patient to provide emergency medical transport. 

(C) A heli-facility permit is not required to land a hehcopter engaged in 
firefightmg or an emergency evacuation operation on a clear area on the roof of 
a tall building not designed as a heliport. 

PART 10. Section 13-1-180 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-180 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CATEGORY I 
[PER^1\^JENT HELI FACILITY], '^Ait^uUKY I 

^^'^ ^^^^ not apply to a category IT or cnfeanry TTT [an application 
for a temporary helistop]. — "^"^ 

(B) An application for a category I [heli facility] shall include: 

(1) proof of insurance as required by section 13-1-185 [40-^1041 
{Insurance Required; Termination); -^-r-ro-rj 

• . } V ^ / f ^ " P ^ i o " of the location (latitude and lonmmdê  [, type,] and 
intended use of the proposed helistop [heU fadl i t^ 

nr. "^"'^'P^'^" of the size, layout, and topographical features of the 
proposed helistop [location of the heli facility]; 
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(4) the [anticipated] number of anticipated daily operations and hours of 

operation; 

(5) for each helicopter [llm type of helicopti-r'-,] expected to use the 
proposed helistop [fae^lity], the helicopter's tail number, [including the] 
manufacturer, model number, and maximum gross weight; 

(6) . description of one or two approach and departure paths selected in 
oomnliance with FAA Advisory Circnlar 150/5390-̂  (Heliport Design Guide) 
which should, insofar as safely practicable, avoid noise sensitive areas and 
environmentally sensitive areas [a site plan, including: 

(a) the location, type, and height of security fences, berms, and other 
noise mitigation and security features; 

(b) the location and type of firefighting equipment at the site; 

(e) the location and type of fuel storage facilities at the site; 

^ the method of surface preparation or stabilization for the 

touchdown pad, including material; 

(e) —the locations and type of: 

(i) —perimeter lighting, if required; 

(ii) —site marking; and 

(iii) —wind direction indication equipment; 

(f) each obstruction penetrating the heli facility's iiudginary surfnrns 
identified in 11 Code of Fedoial Regulation Part 77 (Objects Affecting Ma^^guble 

(7) H description of each obstmction penetrating the proposed helistop's 
imamnarv surfnres ns identified in 14 Code of Federal Regulation Part 77 {Safe, 
F.ffirient Use, and Preservation of Navisable Airspace) [a Federal A^'iation 
Administration letter of airspace determination]; 
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documentation of crowd control measures adequate for the 
circumstances of the helistop's intended use [a Federal Aviation Adminiatratiuii 
letter of no objection to the planned approach and departure routes]; 

(9) for a proposed elevated or rooftop helistop. certification hy n 
registered professional engineer that the supporting structure for the to..rhdown 
and liftoff area satisfies the minimum design load recommended by FAA Advisory 
Circular 150/5390-2 [a copy, including attachments, of the following Federal 
Aviation Administration Forms: 

^—7^80 1 (Notice of Landing Area Proposal) as prescribed by Federal 
Aviation Administration Regulation Part 157 (Notice of Construction, Alteiatiuii 
Activation, and Deactivation of Airports); and 

^ 7^60 1 (Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration) as 
prescribed by Federal Aviation AdminiVtrnfinn pnr.,iintion Part -Jl (Obiocts 
Affecdng Navigable Airspace)]; 

(10) application fee [an aerial photograph or current map scaled at least 
one inch to every 100 feet, marked to indicate: 

£a)—the approach and departure paths; and 

£H—the location of all noise sensitive areas within a radius of ,̂000 feet 
from the proposed site]; and 

(11) any additional information required bv the director [n rnpnrt inHiVntin-
the anticipated noise level at the proposed site and compliance with redcial 
Aviation Administration Ad^ îsory Circular 150/5020 1 (̂ ôiso Control and 
Compatibility Planning for Aiiports), except a hospital heliport;], 

a certificate of stmctural compliance, attested to by a ro'TiGtcrcd 
professional engineer or architect; ^ 

marking. 
( r^ a depiction of the owner's proposed logo, emblem, or identificali left 
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(44)—documentation of available motor vehicle parking; and 

fl-5)—additional information required by the director.] 

(C) The director shall notify the following citv departments and non-city 

agencies: 

(1) department; 

(2) police; 

(3) fire; 

(4) transportation; 

(5̂  parks and recreation; 

(6̂  planning and development review department; 

(1) code and compliance; 

(8) star flight; and 

(9) Austin-Travis County EMS. 

(D) Notice and public comment period shall be provided as follows: 

The department shall: 

(â  within three business days of the receipt of an administratively 
complete application post a copy of the application online for public 
inspection; 

(b) within three business days of any change in the administratively 
complete application (g.g. supplementation or amendment by the 
applicant, or city's "check-off on a requirement or condition), update 
the copy of the application posted online; and 
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(c) within three business days of the receipt of .n administrntively 
complete application, give notice to the public hy providing notioe to 
the Austin Neighborhood Council nnd neighborhood ns^:;;;:-;^ 
within 500 feet in the vicinity to commnnirnte such notice to th.ir 
members and residents. ' 

(E) the director shall within three hnsiness d.ys pf ni.kin^ . H..i.;.„ 

of a written opm.on explnining the basis of the Hir....^?^5^--^^ 
findmgs of fact and applicable provisions of law .nd of th~;T;;^ mciuamg 

PART I L Section 13-1-181 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-181 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CATEGORY IT 
[TEMPORARY HELISTOP], CAlhOORY IT 

(A) This section does not apply to an .pphV.tion for catepory \ or category TIT 

£B} An application for a category II [temporary helistop] shall include: 

" ^ " ^ ^ 

the specific dates during the regnested heli-fncih-fy p.rn.;. p . , i H for 

hours of operafon a n l t h e m a x u ^ ^ 
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basis;[aic t>ptb uf hdicoptnrn m^pcLtudto use the hcli.top, including manufacturer, 
model number, and maximum gross weight]; 

(6) for ench helicopter expected to û e, the proposed helistop, the helicopter's 
tnil nnmher. mam.fnrtnrer. model number, and maximum ^^"^^ ^^f ^^^^'-^^^7^ 
pholu^iaph or curruil map scaled nt Ira.t uuc inch to n^-eiTlOO mnrknd-te 
indicater 

(a)—the location of the temporary helistop; . 

each obstmction penetrating the helistop's imagiuaiy surfncos n'-, 
idtntifiJd in H Cudt of Federal PP^ulatian Part 77 (Objccls Affecting Mn-ncnM^ 

Airspace); and 

(e) the location of all noise sensitive areas v.'ithiii a ladius of 1000 feet 

from the proposed site; and] 

(7) nn nerial image or cnrrent map of the proposed helistop and its environs, 
scaled at least one inch to every 400 feet, marked to indicate: 

(a} the helistop boundaries; 

(b) takeoff and landing pads; 

(c) one or two approach and departure paths selected in compliance. 
with FAA Advisory Circular 150/5392-2 (Heliport Design Guide) 
^nt fo .1 ler̂ st 4,000 feet horizontally from the landing area, which 
incofnr .s snfely practicable should avoid noise sensitive areas and 
pnyironmentallv sensitive areas, and one of which (if there are 
t̂ x/o) shnll he identified as the principal approach and departure 
pnth hnsed on the prevniling wind direction for the dates ot 
nntiripnted operations; [a Federal Aviation .Vduiiiiibtration letter of 
uu objcLtiuu to the plnnnnd approach and dcpailme routes it there 
die g Lumulativo total of 11 or more helicopter takeoffs and 
landings at the proposed site; and] 
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the location of all noise sensitive areas and environmentally sensitiye 
areas within a radius of at least 4.000 feet horizontally from the proposed heliston 
landing area; and [nddmonnl InfnnTintion rpquircd by the diroctoi.] 

^ (9) documentation of crowd control measures adequate for the circumstnnres 
of the helistop's intended nse; ' 

^ for a proposed elevated or rooftop helistop. certification by a registered 
professional engineer that the supporting structure for the touchdown and liftoff 
area satisfies the minimum design load recommended by FAA Advisory Circular 
150/5390-2; and 3 T 

(11) application fee; and \ \ • \ 
\ 

£12}—any additional information required by the director 

(C) The director shall notify the following citv departments and non-rify 
agencies: ^ 

(1) department; 

(2) police; 

(3) fire: 

(4) transportation; 

(5) parks and recreation; 

£6} planning and development review department; 

(7) code and compliance; 

(8) star flight; and 

(9) Austin-Travis County EMS 

^—Not ice and public comment period shall he provided as follows-
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(1 ̂  The department shall: 

(â  within three business davs of the receipt of an administratively 
complete application post a copy of the application online for public 
inspection; 

(ĥ  within three business davs of any change in an administratively 
complete application (g.g. supplementation or amendment by the 
applicant, or city's "check-off on a requirement or condition), update 
the copy of the application posted online; and 

£c} coordinate with the planning and development review 
department to provide public notice of the application, instructions for 
viewing the application online, comment period, and timetable for 
each stage of the application process to all persons who have standing 
to appeal the director's decision, in the following manner: 

(i) within three business, davs of the receipt of an 
administratively complete application, post such notice online 
and request all neighborhood associations within 500 feet of the 
proposed helistop to communicate such notice to their members 
and residents; 

(ii) within 10 days of the receipt of an administratively 
complete application, individual notice shall be delivered by 
mail to property owners, tenants and utility users within 500 
feet of the proposed helistop and to property owners, tenants 
and utility users within the proposed helistop's 65 Leg dB noise 
contour as modeled bv the FAA noise model. 

(2) The public comment period shall commence on the date the required 
notice has been provided and end 14 davs after a filed application is 
administratively complete in all respects. 

(3) The department shall compile and submit for the director's review all 
comments received during the public comment period. 
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(E) Within 30 days from the date the public comment period ends, the dirertor 
shall issue, deliver to the applicant, and post online the decision on the applimtion 
in the form of a written opinion explaining the basis of the director's derision 
(including findings of fact and applicnble provisions of law and of this nrtirle-. 

^ Operations may be conducted only on the specific dates, and subiect to the 
maximum number of operations and number of approved helicopters, for whirh . 
heli-facilitv permit is issued 

(G) The director, on a day-by-day basis, after taking into consideration the time 
of day, operational hours, proximity- to noise sensitive areas, .nd/or 
environmentally sensitive areas, noise sensitivity, complaints, compatihilify with 
surrounding land nse, and risks to life, he.lth or property, shall have discretion to 
authorize mcreased or decreased frequency of operations and/or number of 
approved helicopters during portions of the approved operational honrs for . 
category II, provided however, that the director: "" 

(1) shall not have discretion to increase the number of daily or totnl 
operations and/or number of approved helicopters bevond the maximum nnmher 
allowed under a category II permit: and 

(2) shall cause the department to promptly give notice to neighborhood 
associations in the vicinity of the heli-facility of any such exerrise of the director's 
discretion. ' ' 

PART 12. Section 13-1-182 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-182 APPLICATION REOUIREMENTS FOR CATFr.ORV m [DENIAL 
OF PERMIT]. —^ 

„ This section does not apply to an application for category I or category 
ILlThn director may deny an original or renevral application for a heli faLility if 
the director finds that: 

—the applicant has: 

^—fai led to submit a complete application; 
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(fe) been denied a site development permit for the proposed heli 

facility; or 

(e) been refused a letter of no objection by the Federal Aviation 

Administration; or 

(3)—the proposed heli facility: 

(a) —presents a material hazard to public health or safety; or 

(b) —docs not comply with applicable aviation ia\v or this article], 
• : • '̂ -^x 

(B) An application for category III shall include: 

(l)proof of insurance as required bv section 13-1-185 {Insurance 
Required: Termination); 

(2} a description of the location, type, and intended use of the proposed 
heliport; 

(3) a description of the size, layout, and topographical features of the 
location of the proposed heliport; 

(4) a description of each obstmction penetrating the heliport's imaginary 
surfaces as identified in 14 Code of Federal Regulation Part 77 (Safe, 
Efficient Use, and Preservation ofNavisable Airspace); 

(5) the anticipated hours of operation and average number of daily 
operations; 

(6) a description of the types of helicopters expected to use the proposed 
heliport, including the manufacturer, model number, and maximum 
gross weight; 

(7) a site plan for the proposed heliport, including: 

(a) the location, type, and height of security fences, berms, and 
other noise mitigation and security features; 
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^ the location and type of firefighting equipment at the site; 

i ^ the location and type of fuel storage facilities at the site; 

^ the method of surface penetration or stabilization for the 
touchdown pad(s). including material; and 

£e} the locations and types of-

il} perimeter lighting, if required; 

(ii) site marking; and 

iiii)—wind direction indication equipment; 

£8}completed copies, including attachments, of each of the follounn. 
FAA forms: — ^ 

^ 7480-1 (Notice of Landing Area Proposal) as prescribed 
by 14 Code of Federal Regulation Part 157 (Notice of 
Construction, Alteration. Activation, and Deactivation of 
Airports): and 

^ 7460-1 {Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration) 
as prescribed by 14 Code of Feder^^l Regulation P^rf 77 (^nf.^ 
Efficient Use, and Pre.sp.rvgtion of Navisable Airspacp)-^ 

£9}an aerial image or current map of the proposed heliport nnd itc 
environs, scaled at least one inch to eyery 400 feet, mnrl̂ ed to 
indicate: 

(a) the heliport boundaries; 

(b) takeoff and landing pads; 

^ at least two approach and departure paths selected in 
compliance with FAA Advisory Circular 150/5390-2 (Heliport 
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n..ion Guide) out to ot least 4.000 feet horizontally from the 
landing nrea. one of which shall be identified as the principal 
nppro.rh and departure path based on the prevailing wind 
direction for the dates of anticipated operations and both of 
which insofar as safely practicable should avoid noise sensitive 
areas and environmentî Hy sensitive areas; 

rd) the location of all noise sensitive areas and 
enyironmentally sensitive areas within a radius of at least 4,000 
feet horizontally from the proposed heliport landing area; and 

M noise contours of L , . 65. 70. 75. and 80 for the proposed 
heliport based on noise modeling; 

(10) such additional information required by Appendix A of 14 
Code of Federnl Regulation Pnrt 1.50 Section 103 [A 1.50.103], m a 
form suitable for input to a noise model; 

(11) ^ rertificate of stmcUiral complinnce. attested to by a registered 
professional engineer; 

(12) n depiction of the owner's proposed logo, emblem, or 
identification marking; 

(13) documentation of adequate available motor vehicle parking; 

and 

(14) any additional information required by the director. [The 
diiectui may deny a renewal application if the director determines thnt 
adjacent development makes continued operation of a hcli facility 
creates a threat to public health or safety]. 

(r\ Notice and public comment period for a category III shall follow the 
ronditional use permit process under title 25 of the code. 

PART 13. Section 13-1-183 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 
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13-̂ -̂ 83 DENIAL OF APPLICATION FOR RFT T-FArniTY 
P E R M m m w u ^ T ? ArmrnnTTYTFPM - ,NPncNE\rVL] " 

The director may deny or condition an application if: 

the applicant has failed to timely submit an ndministratiyely 
complete application; or ^ ' ^ 

(2) the proposed heli-facility 

\ 
^ would pose a material thre;,t to life, health, or property; 

^ would not comply with appHcable law; or̂ ' 

^ wo^ld expose any noise sensitive area to inrompatible noise- or 

^ would pose a material threat to an environmentally o>^n<nv'r 
area; or ' ' 

^ would not comply with any other requirement of this article 

[A hnii facility peuiiit L valid for three yearn from the date uf is.uaiict]. 

(B) The director may deny or condition the approval of nn .ppli^.H.. ;f 
[Authorization to operate a tempuinny helistop L valid for the earlici ^ 

prior operations associated with the applicant, helicopters, or heliront.r 
o p e r a t o i ^ ^ ^ the application ha>,JLtorxof i [the d u ^ ^ S ^ 
event or construction project, ui] 

£a} violating section 13-1-14; or 

£h} violating section 13-1-15; or 

i ^ material violations of this nrtirle; 
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(2) the applicant has, in the cuiTcnt or a prior application, provided false 
mnterini information either intentionally or negligently[lSO day, fiom the rlnto of 
issuance]. 

[(C) A puiuiittLf mny mm n h-li < -̂i"̂ Y P'-'" '̂̂  nnthoiization before the 
expiration of the existing permit or authorization.] 

[(D) A pcrmittcr must fil^ •nnnnml application including: 

(4^—a renewal applicable fee; nnd 

(2) a certificate that there has been no material diaiige in the informntion 
piovided in the original permit application; or 

^ if g material change has occuned, a description of each change ] 

[(B) In this section, "material change" includes a change in: 

(3) the number of ^pnmtionr or hours of operation; 

(4) the type of heUcopters using the hcli facility; 

(5) the approach oi departure pnthn to the heli facility that may conntitute 
a helicopter operafion constraint or safety hazard; or 

(1) development near the heli facility that may affect aii or ground nrce.s 
e ^ ^ e t ^ g lialard under 11 Code of Federnl Rc^ulaliun P^t ^7 (Object̂  
Affecting Navigable Airspace).] 

PART 14. Section 13-1-184 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13.1.184 HET T-FACILITY PERMIT TERM AND RENEWALlI^jSURANCE 

REQUIRED, TERMINATION]. 

(A) A rntegorv III heli-fncilitv is vnlid for five years from the date of 
issuance[Tlic owner or operatui of a heli fnrility must maintnui a commercinl 
::;;:iZliability poliry with a Lumbined cingln limit of liability tor bodily mjury 
and piopcity damage of not Ic.. than $ 1,000,000 for each occuiTenre]. 
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A permittee shall file an application to renew a category TU heli-facility 
permit at least 60 days before the expiration of the existing permit[A poli.. H. ' 
this section shall: 

i^—name the City as an additional insured; 
- \. 

P) provide coverage againi,t all claims arisliig out of the operation of the 
hell facility, including bodil) injury, personal und advertising injury death 
contractual liability, independent contractors, and property daiiig^c, 

(3) he nndorsGd to piy.,ide the City a thirty (30) day notice uf caiiccllaliuii 
except tor non payment of premium; \ 

bê . issued by an insurance company autlioii^ed to do busiiius. iu the 
State of Texas; and 

^—contain waiver of subrogation and recover): in favor of the City]. 

•^^^^g^^. A permittee must file a renewal application with the depnrtment 

(1) the application fee; and 

^ a certificate that there has been no material change in the 
information provided in the original application: or 

(3) if a material change has occurred, a description of each rhnnae 
[The ov,̂ ner of a heli facility shall annually provide the director with a 
certificate of insurance]. 

ige in: (1̂ ) In this section, "material change" includes a chan̂  

i ^ the number of operations or hours of operation; 

i21 the type of helicopters using the heliport; 
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r3) the approach and departure paths to the heliport that may 
ronstinite a helicopter operation constraint or safety hazard; or 

(4) development near the heliport that may affect air or ground 
nrress or constitute a hazard under 14 Code of Federal Regulation 
Pnrt 77 (Safe. Efficient Use, and Preser\>ation of Navigable 
Airspace)\T\\ii director may terminate a heli facility permit if the 
owner fails to maintain the required insurance]. 

(E) A heli-facility permit for a category I or category II is valid for the 

shorter of: 

(1) the duration of the event or construction project for which the 
heli-facility permit is issued; or 

(2) 180 days. 

(F) Category I and category II heli-facility permits are non-renewable. 

PART 15. Section 13-1-185 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

§ 13-1-185 INSURANCE REOUIRED; TERMINATION [HCLI FACILITY 
STA^JDARDS AND M\RKING]. 

(A) The owner or operator of a heli-facilitv must maintain aircraft liability 
inHndinp premises liability and general liability policy with a ^""^^ined single 
limit of liability for bodilv iniurv and property damage of not less than $5,000,000 
for each occurrence [The design, construction and operafion of a heli tacility must 
Louiply with applicable City building and fire codes and aviation law, including 
Fedeial Aviafion Administration Advisory Circular 150/5390 2A {Heliport Dr'^ign 
Guide)]. 

(B) A policy under this section shall: 

(1) name the citv as an additional insured; 
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^ (2) provide coverage against all claims arising out of the operation of ru. 
heh-facihty, including bodily iniurv. personal and ndyertising iniurv den;^ 
contractual liability, independent contractors, and property d n r ^ ^ ' 

(3) be endorsed to provide the city a thirty (30) d.y notice of cnnrelLntion 
except tor non-payment of premium; ~ 

^ be issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the 
State or Texas; and ' 

(5) contain waiver of subrogation and recoyery in favor of the rity [E^^ 
prnyidnd in lub.Lcliuu (C), a hnh facilit) i.iu.t he marked a. pit^^ti^^ 

FednrnI Aviation AdmiuLtration Advisoiy Circular 150/5390 {HelipoitoZ^ 

T̂ he owner of a heli-facility shall amiuallv proyide the director with a 
u u"'.'""'"'' [^nly a public use heliport or liu.pital heliport may be 

marked with the letter "II"]. 

The director may terminate a heli-facilitv permit if the owner fnils to 
maintain the required insurance [A private use heliport shall u.c a^I^^^^r i i^ 
logo, emblem, or other owner identification in tlic touchdô v̂ n area that. 

—is Imown to the pilots authorized to use the facility; and 

£3)—does not detract from other required markings]. 

^ [(E) The owner of a heli facilit̂ ^ must maik the lower left comer of the 
designated final apptuadi and takeoff area a. viewed from the piiuiary direction of 
nppronrh n,„rh the Cit) heliport identification number. Each character of the 
heliport idnntificatio.i uuiubu ,-hill be two ftct high, composed uf g six inch wide 
white stripe with a one inch black border]. 

PART 16. Section 13-1-186 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 
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(A) The design, construction, and operation of a heli-facility must comply 
„,;th npplirnhle citv buildinc. nnd fire codes and aviation law including F A A 
Advisory Circnlar 150/5390-2 (Heliport Design Guide) [Tliiu secfion does not 
apply to a hospital heliportl-

(B) A heli-facility mnst be marked ns prescribed bv FAA Advisory Circular 
(M.lipnrt Design Guide) \\ heli facility shall tuiuply v/ith the noine 

gi,.c.siuent ^uidclinnn prnnciibcd by Federnl Aviafion Administration Advisory 
Cuculai 150.^5020 1 (iVrffr '^mt-^^ ,u-t rnmpntihilitv Plannms for Airports)]. 

(C) A private use heliport shall use an authorized logo, emblem, or other 

owner identificafion in the touchdown area that: 

(\) is known to the pilots authorized to use the heli-facility; and 

(9.) does not detract from other required markings. 

P A R T 17. Secfion 13-1-187 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

s 13.1.187 NOTSE ASSF^^MFNT GUIDELINES [I^JSPECTION 
AUTHORIZED; D^^UM^NTAT^ '^^^ irTTTP A M N T E G R I T Y ] . 

(A) This secfion does not apply to n hospital heliportlTlie owner or operator 
of g heli facility shall permit access to the facility uii demand for periodic 
inspection by City personnel, including Fire Department personnel]. 

(B) To the extent m^de applicable by this article, a heli-facility shall comply 
. J u th. cnidelines in F A A Adyisorv Circular 150/5020-1 {Noise Control and 
r^..^..;UiUr^, Ptnnnin. for Airports) [If icquc.tcd by the director or the Fire 
DepaiUueut, the owner oi operator of a heli facility shall submit a certifirnte of 
stiuctuigl compliancn nttested to by a registered professional engineer documenting 
the structural integrity of the facilifij']-

The chief of the Fire pr^pnrtmnnt rhnll conduct a periodic inspection ot 
cadi heli facility and submit a copy of an inspection report to the director for 
review and, if necessary, appropriate action.] 

P A R T 18. Section 13-1-188 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 
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2 ^ oc. and ̂ .uiinri nrmr u.ul l„ ...nr. hnM- , , rrht 1.1 un̂^̂^̂  
a safo and sanitary conditiuu], " "™P"" 

1°.' r Jhe chief of the fire denarfm.n, ch.i| condnn, « p.ri.Hi. ^.^.p-tirn of 
each heh-lachty and suhmit . .np'y .f j l.-.'"!,^']^""^ 

holifnrd,ty .hall ,„a„«oin rn̂ nirnd , ;; ,;„„„, .nrl " u U J i : : ; : ; ^ 
working ordcf]. 

PART 19. Section 13-1-189 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

usemasate and sanitary condition tor the tern. J , . . . . . ..̂ ^m- JI"'^''^ 

im The owner or operator of , heli-f.r ,h.n , , , , 

^ ( T'he director may terminate heh-f..ility nem î, if ,h. .,.,„„r or operator 

ty deyices [The o.ynpr or u.jLi.iim nf n h,y. f- i-, ' ,„ ' , 
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164 
165 
166 
167 

.168 
[169 
[170 
1171 
[172 
1173 
[174 
1175 
[176 
1177 
[178 
1179 
[180 
1181 
1182 
1183 
[184 
1185 
1186 
[187 
[188 
[189 
[190 
1191 
1192 
1193 
1194 
1195 
1196 

, [197 
1198 
[199 
1200 
1201 

^ TU. direr-tor mav te»-^innte . heli-facilit>^ permit if the owner or operator 
fnils to comply with npplicahle provisions of the City Code. 

(E) T i . . director shall tem înnte . heli-facilitv permit if the he l i - f ac i l i t ^osy 

operation of the H.li-fnrilitv a mateml threat to life, health, or 

property. 

PART 20. Section 13-1-190 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

s 13 1 190 RESTRICTION ON Al TFRATIONS TO FACILITY OR 
l ? l K A T i m s [ m ™ L r o r TrMmp.vRY n r . T O P S ^ ^ 5 5 5 ^ 
^ i^ i ; ^5NDlSTAMCF Al ID TERIOP OF TIMF,]. 

TK. or operator of a heli-f.rilitv may not enlarge or modify the desisn or 
l , . . ^ ^ ^ f ^ . , i . f . . i n , v or m.ke any - " ' - r i . ! rhan.e to the "P'-f " " " f 

S i S a ^ i " " - "" l"'li"C rpncal appliu..ti^n^ for the " V ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ U l j ^ 

within a term of 180 days], 

PART 21. Section 13-1-191 of the City Code is added to read as follows: 

s n 1 191 R E S T R I C ™ N O N _ J i l ^ ^ 

j ^ . ch.ll not .pnrove applications, including renewal applications, forthe 
.p^rntion of more than t^n rntegorv II heli-fncilifies that are: 

(1) within 1,000 feet of noise sensitive area; 

n) within 0.5 miles of each other; and 

f^) .̂/ithin ^ term of 180 days. 

PART 22. Section 13-1-201 of the City Code is amended to read as follows: 

Page 32 of 33 



Item #89 
Council Member Initiated Change 

Council Member Moixison 

A person who violates this chapter or willftilly obstructs or prevents compliance 
with this chapter shall commit an offense punishable as provided in section 1-1-99 
{Offenses; General Penalty) of the Code. Except as provided in sections H-I-IS 
and 13-1-178 (D), each [Eaeh] day a violation continues is a separate offense for 
purposes of section 1 -1 -99 — 

PART 23. This ordinance takes effect on 

PASSED AND APPROVED 

2013. 

., 2013 § 
Lee Leffingwell 

Mayor 

APPROVED: 
Karen M. Kennard 

City Attorney 

ATTEST: 
Jannette S. Goodall 

City Clerk 
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