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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 24, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0371 
605 E. 42ND STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1926 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, clipped side gabled, frame house with synthetic siding; partial-
width, front-gabled, independent porch on concrete piers and square wood posts; single and 
paired 1:1 fenestration with 3:1 wood screens. 
RESEARCH 

From city utility permits, it appears that the house was built in 1926 by Ernest W. and Ione 
Cartwright, who lived here until around 1932.  Ernest W. Cartwright was a wholesale meat 
salesman, who, according to his obituary, was also very active in scouting.  A widow, Elma 
Merryman, who worked as a stenographer at the State Railroad Commission, rented the 
house in the early 1930s; Martin and Wilma Kilian rented the house until around 1940.  
Kilian was a plumber.  The next owner-occupants were G. Fred and Evelyn Eckhardt, who 
lived here from the mid-1940s until around 1950.  Eckhardt was a city fireman, and Evelyn 
was an elementary school teacher.  The house has been a rental unit since around 1950, 
with various tenants, including a meat cutter, geologist, students, and an X-ray technician. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and an addition to the house over demolition.  While the house 
has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual 
designation as a historic landmark, this house is on a very intact residential block in the 
Hancock neighborhood and would be contributing to a potential historic district for the 
street and/or those adjacent.  If rehabilitation is not feasible, encourage relocation over 
demolition, but release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin documentation 
package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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605 E. 42nd Street 
ca. 1926 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
605 E. 42nd Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2013 
 
1992  Carol Morris, renter 
  X-ray technician, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1985-86 Paul Zioantz, renter 
  Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Paul Zioantz was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1977  George C. and Violet E. Tracy, renters 
  Retired 
 
1973  George C. and Violet E. Tracy, renters 
  Retired 
 
1968  George C. and Violet E. Tracy, renters 
  Ironworker 
 
1962  John P. and Annette K. Staves, renters 
  Geologist, Texas Water Commission 
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  Rear: Sonny and Jean Stanley, renters 
   No occupation listed 
 
1959  Vacant 
 
1955  Vacant 
 
1953  Boyd F. and Bertie Jackson, renters 
  Meat cutter, Bryker Woods Food Store, 1706 W 35th Street. 
 
1949  G. Fred and Evelyn Eckhardt, owners 
  City firefighter 
 
1947  G. Fred and Evelyn Eckhardt, owners 
  City firefighter 
 
1944-45 G. Fred and Evelyn Eckhardt, owners 
  Hoseman, City Fire Department 
 
1941  Oscar H. and Anna V. Cummins, renters 

Proprietor (with William Grimmer), Acme Electric Company, 1502 Lavaca Street. 
NOTE:  G. Fred and Evelyn Eckhardt lived at 5206 Georgetown Road; he was a 
city firefighter. 

 
1939  Martin N. and Wilma Kilian, renters 
  Plumber, William G. Andrewartha, plumbing, 408 E. 18th Street. 
 
1937  Martin N. and Wilma Kilian, renters 
  Plumber, William G. Andrewartha, plumbing, 408 E. 18th Street. 
 
1935  Martin N. and Wilma Kilian, renters 
  Plumber no place of employment listed) 
 
1932-33 Mrs. Elma Merryman, renter 
  Widow, A.V. Merryman 
  Stenographer, Railroad Commission of Texas 
  Also listed is Elsie Merryman, no occupation stated. 
 
1930-31 Ernest W. and Ione Cartwright, owners 
  Salesman 
 
1929  Ernest W. and Ione Cartwright, owners 
  Salesman, Morris & Company, wholesale meats, 310 W. 3rd Street. 
 
1927  Ernest W. and Ione Cartwright, owners 
  Salesman, Morris & Company, wholesale meats, 310 W 3rd Street. 
 
1924  The street is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Ernest W. and Ione Cartwright are listing as rooming at 1205 E. 1st 
Street.  He had no occupation listed. 
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Obituary of Ernest W. Cartwright 
Austin American, May 23, 1973 
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Obituary of Martin Kilian 

Austin American, February 17, 1956 
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Obituary of Evelyn Eckhardt 

Austin American-Statesman, August 5, 1986 
 

 

 
Water service permit to E.W. Cartwright for this house (1926) 
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Sewer service permit to E.W. Cartwright (1930) 

 

 
Building permit to George F. Eckhardt for the construction of a frame garage (1947) 

 
 

 


