
 
 
 

   

Closed Caption Log, Council Meeting, 
06/08/06 

Note: Since these log files are derived from the Closed Captions 

created during the Channel 6 live cablecasts, there are occasional 

spelling and grammatical errors. These Closed Caption logs are 

not official records of Council Meetings and cannot be relied on 

for official purposes. For official records or transcripts, please 

contact the City Clerk at 974-2210.  

Mayor Wynn: GOOD MORNING. I'M AUSTIN MAYOR WILL WYNN 

AND IT'S MY PRIVILEGE TO WELCOME PASTOR BRANDON 

HOLLAR FROM THE CAPITAL CHRISTIAN CENTER WHO 

CURRENTLY MEET AT AKINS HIGH SCHOOL TO LEAD US IN 

INVOCATION. LEASE RAISE. -- PLEASE RISE.  

LET'S PRAY. HEAVENLY FATHER, I COME TO YOU IN THE 

NAME OF JESUS. FATHER, I THANK YOU FOR THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TODAY. AND I PRAY FOR YOUR WISDOM. 

LORD, YOUR WORD SAYS IF WE NEED WISDOM, WE CAN ASK 

OF YOU AND YOU WOULD GIVE IT LIBERALLY, SO I PRAY FOR 

WISDOM FOR THESE HONORABLE MEN AND WOMEN WHO 

SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. FATHER, I PRAY A SPECIAL 

BLESSING TODAY ON COUNCILMEMBER DANNY THOMAS AND 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. LORD, HE JUST PRAY THAT 

THEY ARE BLESSED TODAY FOR THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 

SERVE THIS COMMUNITY. LORD, AND FOR THEIR 

LEADERSHIP ON THIS COUNCIL AND THEIR FAITHFULNESS 

TO THIS COMMUNITY. FATHER, I PRAY THAT YOU BLESS 

EACH COUNCILMEMBER TODAY WITH RENEWED VIGOR, 

ENERGY AND HEALTH TO THEIR BODIES AS THEY FACE THIS 

FULL AGENDA. MAY THE PEACE OF GOD RULE AND REIGN IN 

THIS PLACE. IN JESUS' NAME. AMEN.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, PASTOR. THERE BEING A QUORUM 

PRESENT, AT THIS TIME I'LL CALL TO ORDER THIS MEETING 

OF THE AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL. IT IS THURSDAY, JUNE 

EIGHTH, 2006. WE ARE IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 



THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 301 WEST SECOND STREET. IT IS 

APPROXIMATELY 10:22 A.M. WE HAVE A LENGTHY AGENDA 

TODAY AND WE APPRECIATE EVERYBODY'S PATIENCE IN 

ADVANCE AS WE WORK THROUGH A COMPLICATED AND 

LENGTHY AGENDA. INCLUDING WE HAVE A NUMBER OF 

CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS TO THIS WEEK'S POSTED 

AGENDA THAT I'LL GO THROUGH NOW AND READ INTO THE 

RECORD. ON ACTION ITEM NUMBER 1 WE NEED TO ADD AND 

NOTE THE PHRASE AMENDMENT TO THE MINUTES FROM THE 

MEETING OF MAY 4TH, 2006. SO WE'RE APPROVING THE 

MINUTES FROM MAY 25TH AND SLIGHTLY AMENDING THE 

MINUTES FROM MAY 4TH -- THANK YOU. ON ITEM NUMBER 2, 

THIS WILL BE POSTPONED TO JUNE 22nd, 2006. ON ITEM 

NUMBER 7 WE NEED TO STRIKE THE PHRASE, APPROVE AN 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND SIMPLY INSERT THE VERB 

AUTHORIZE. ITEM NUMBER 9 WE SHOULD STRIKE THE 

PHRASE, AND REVENUE, STRIKE THE WORD REVIEW AND 

INSERT THE WORDS RECOMMENDED BECAUSE THIS NOW 

DOES COME TO US RECOMMENDED BY THE AUSTIN WATER 

UTILITY COMMISSION. AND ITEM NUMBER 9 RELATES TO 

BOTH ITEMS NUMBER 7 AND 8. ON ITEM NUMBER 19, WE 

NEED TO INSERT THE WORDS, ON SECOND AND THIRD 

READING. THIS IS AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE TOWING 

OF VEHICLES IN AUSTIN. ITEM NUMBER 27 HAS BEEN�� 

WITHDRAWN FROM THE AGENDA. ITEMS 58 THROUGH 61 ARE 

NOW SHOWN AS A TIME CERTAIN ITEM, MEANING THAT WE 

WON'T TAKE THESE ITEMS UP UNTIL 1:00 P.M., WE MIGHT 

TAKE THEM UP AFTER 1:00, BUT NOT BEFORE THEN. THESE 

RELATE TO OUR MWBE ORDINANCE AND PROGRAMS. ITEM 

NUMBER 70 WE NEED TO CORRECT THE DATES. IT'S NOT 

JUNE 17TH AND 19TH. IT'S JUNE 16TH, 2006. THIS IS 

REGARDING THE GREATER EAST AUSTIN YOUTH LEAGUE'S 

PREJUNETEENTH PARADE AND FESTIVAL. ITEM NUMBER 17, 

AGAIN, WE SHOULD CORRECT THE DATES. IT'S NOT THE 18th 

OF JUNE, BUT IN FACT IT'S THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 15TH 

THROUGH 17TH. AGAIN RELATED TO SOME JUNETEENTH 

ACTIVITIES. ON ITEM NUMBER 80, AN ITEM FROM COUNCIL 

RELATED TO POTENTIAL BUDGET AMENDMENT, WE ARE 

GOING TO DELETE THE MAJORITY OF THE WORDING, SO 

WE'LL BE DELETING THE FOLLOWING, RECOGNIZING AN 

ADDITIONAL $1.5 MILLION IN THE BEGINNING BALANCE FOR A 

TOTAL OF $51,071,111, INCREASING TRANSFERS OUT OF THE 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS BUDGET FROM THE 

AMOUNT OF 1.5 MILLION AND AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 

'05-'06 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT BUDGET OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 2005-0912-002 BY 

APPROPRIATING ONE MILLION DOLLARS TO FUND THE 

CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMUNITY 

PRESERVATION AND REVITALIZATION ZONE 1 HOUSING 

REHAB PROGRAM AND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO 

ESTABLISH A HOUSING REHABILITATION CHALLENGE 

PROGRAM. WE ARE STRIKING ALL OF THAT AND INSERTING 

THE FOLLOWING PHRASE: DESIGNATING ONE MILLION 

DOLLARS OF THE HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION LOAN 

PROGRAM FOR USE IN THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION, 

REVITALIZATION OR CPNR ZONE. SO RESTATED THIS ITEM 

WILL SIMPLY READ APPROVE AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 

GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET OF ORDINANCE 

NUMBER 2005-0912-001 BY DESIGNATING ONE MILLION 

DOLLARS OF THE HOMEOWNER REHAB LOAN PROGRAM FOR 

USE IN THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION AND 

REVITALIZATION OR CPNR ZONE. THAT'S ITEM NUMBER 80. 

ON ITEM NUMBER 89 WE SHOULD CORRECT THE ZONING 

CASE NUMBER. THE CORRECTED NUMBER IS C-14-06-00024. 

THIS IS THE ZONING CASE AT 1101 WEST LYNN. PUBLIC 

HEARING NUMBER 120 WE NEED TO INSERT THE PHRASE, 

INCLUDING THE CREATION OF A TASKFORCE AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. AND ON 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEM NUMBER 122, WE NEED TO STRIKE 

THE REFERENCE, TO BE REVIEWED BY THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION ON JUNE 6TH, 2006, AND NOTE THAT IT COMES 

RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. AND WE 

NEED TO ALSO INSERT THE PHRASE, AND AMENDING 

CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY CODE TO ADD A RESIDENTIAL 

DESIGN COMMISSION. SO THOSE ARE OUR CHANGES AND 

CORRECTIONS, I BELIEVE, MS. GENTRY, FOR THE POSTED 

AGENDA. OUR TIME CERTAIN ITEMS TODAY, AGAIN, MEANING 

THAT WE WON'T TAKE UP THESE ITEMS PRIOR TO THE HOUR 

STATED, AT 10:30, ALTHOUGH WE'RE GOING TO BE A LITTLE 

LATE AFTER THAT OBVIOUSLY, WE WILL HAVE A BRIEFING 

AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE POTENTIAL BOND 

ELECTION. THIS SHOWS AS ITEM NUMBER 84. AT NOON WE'LL 

BREAK FOR OUR GENERAL CITIZEN COMMUNICATION. AT 1:00 



O'CLOCK AS STATED EARLIER -- SOMETIME AFTER ONE P.M. 

WE WILL HAVE OUR MWBE ORDINANCES AS NOTED IN 

CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS AS ITEM 58 THROUGH 61. 

SOMETIME AFTER 2:00 WE WILL HAVE BRIEFINGS 

REGARDING OUR WATER SUPPLY STRATEGIES. THIS IS ITEM 

NUMBER 86. SOMETIME AFTER 3:00 P.M. WE'RE GOING TO 

ACTUALLY RECESS THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND CALL 

TO ORDER THE AUSTIN HOUSING AND FINANCE 

CORPORATION BOARD BOARD MEETING AND TAKE UP THAT 

SMALL AGENDA. AT 4:00 O'CLOCK WE HAVE OUR ZONING 

HEARINGS AND APPROVAL OF ORDINANCES AND 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS. I WILL NOTE NOW THAT A 

NUMBER OF CASES WILL BE REQUESTING POSTPONEMENT 

FROM STAFF. THEY ARE AS FOLLOWS: CASE NUMBER 107 TO 

BE POSTPONED TO JUNE 22nd. CASE NUMBER 108 TO BE 

POSTPONED TO JUNE 22nd, AS IS CASE 109 POSTPONED TO 

JUNE 22nd. THESE ARE RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENTS. 

CASE NUMBER 110 RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENT TO 

OCTOBER 19TH, 2006, THAT'S THE EAST 12TH STREET NCCD. 

ITEM 111, RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENT TO AUGUST 10th, 

2006. ITEM 117 RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENT TO AUGUST 

24TH, 2006. ITEMS 123, 124 AND 125, ALL THREE NCCDS 

RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENT TO AUGUST 10th, 2006. AT 

5:30 WE BREAK FOR LIVE MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS. OUR 

ARTIST THIS EVENING IS ALANA JAMES. AS PART OF OUR 

PROCLAMATIONS, THIS IS THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING OF 

COUNCILMEMBER DANNY THOMAS AND RAUL ALVAREZ, SO 

WE WILL HAVE A NICE SERIES OF PROCLAMATIONS AND 

CEREMONIES WISHING THEM WELL. AT 6:00 O'CLOCK WE 

HAVE PUBLIC HEARINGS AND POSSIBLE ACTIONS. AND WE 

HAVE A NUMBER OF PUBLIC HEARINGS TONIGHT. WE 

ANTICIPATE A LENGTHY SERIES OF TESTIMONIES FROM 

FOLKS ON SOME OF THEM AND SO WE SUGGEST THAT 

FOLKS PERHAPS CHECK IN CHANNEL 6 OR SOMEHOW TRY 

TO CHECK IN WITH US TO FIGURE OUT THE LENGTH AND THE 

POTENTIAL ESTIMATED TIMING OF SOME OF THESE PUBLIC 

HEARINGS TONIGHT. WE'LL DO OUR BEST TO GET THROUGH 

THEM AS QUICKLY AS WE CAN AND JUDICIALLY AS WE CAN, 

BUT WE ANTICIPATE A LOT OF PUBLIC INPUT ON SEVERAL 

PUBLIC HEARINGS THIS EVENING. CURRENTLY I SHOW ITEM 

NUMBER 19 BEING PULLED BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN RELATED TO OUR TOWING ORDINANCE. ARE 



THERE OTHER ITEMS TO BE PULLED OFF THE CONSENT 

AGENDA. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I WOULD PULL ITEM 79 AND 80 FOR A BRIEF 

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION AND WANTED TO SEE IF 

WE COULD RECEIVE A REPORT FROM STAFF ON ITEMS 24 -- 

23 AND 24 RELATED TO THE EAST SEVENTH STREET 

PROJECT JUST TO EXPLAIN A LITTLE BIT THE FUNDING THAT 

WAS SECURED AND TO WHAT PURPOSE IT WILL BE PUT 

TOWARD. SO I DON'T KNOW IF THAT'S SOMETHING THAT 

COULD BE DONE AS PART OF THE CONSENT AGENDA ON 

ITEMS 23 AND 24. BUT -- SO MAYBE AT SOME POINT WHEN 

WE HAVE A MOMENT, JUST TO HAVE A PRESENTATION ON 

THAT, UNLESS THERE'S AN INTEREST IN PULLING THAT AND 

HAVING A MORE INVOLVED DISCUSSION. BUT I WOULD LIKE 

TO PULL ITEM 79 AND 80, MAYOR.  

I'M SORRY, COUNCILMEMBER, SO JUST ITEM NUMBER 79.  

79 AND 80.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: MAYOR, I'D LIKE TO PULL ITEM 78, AND THAT'S FOR A 

SHORT PRESENTATION ON THIS INTERACTIVE PUBLIC TOOL 

WE'LL HAVE AT THE ONE STOP SHOP. SHOULD BE A SHORT 

PRESENTATION.  

Mayor Wynn: I MISSED THAT NUMBER.  

Kim: 78.  

Mayor Wynn: SO COUNCIL, IN ADDITION TO THE CHANGES 

AND CORRECTIONS THAT WENT THROUGH A COUPLE OF 

ITEMS AND CORRECTED A FEW OTHERS, WE HAVE ITEM 

NUMBER 19, 78, 79 AND 80 PULLED OFF THE CONSENT 

AGENDA. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ DID HAVE PERHAPS 

JUST A FEW QUESTIONS OR OPPORTUNITY FOR SOME MORE 

INFORMATION ON ITEMS 23 AND 24. IF STAFF THINKS THAT'S 

A RELATIVELY SHORT PRESENTATION OR AMOUNT OF 

INFORMATION, THEN WE COULD KEEP IT ON THE CONSENT 

AGENDA. I DON'T SEE TRANSPORTATION STAFF 

NECESSARILY HERE. SO FOR THE TIME BEING WHY DON'T 



WE TAKE 23 AND 24 OFF THE CONSENT AGENDA SO WE CAN 

HAVE THE ABILITY TO GET SOME GOOD INFORMATION 

ABOUT A VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT. AND THEN MS. TERRY? 

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

WE WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT THERE IS A LEGAL 

AGREEMENT THAT IS CURRENTLY BEING PREPARED 

BETWEEN THE APPLICANT AND THE ADJACENT LANDOWNER 

CONCERNING AN EXCHANGE OF EASEMENTS SO THAT THAT 

IS PENDING, BUT IT SHOULD NOT DELAY THE 

CONSIDERATION OF THOSE WAIVERS ON YOUR CONSENT 

AGENDA.  

Mayor Wynn: SO THE RECOMMENDATION IS TO KEEP IT ON 

THE CONSENT AGENDA KNOWING THAT THERE IS NOW A 

LEGAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO NEIGHBORS?  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCIL, FURTHER ITEMS TO BE PULLED OR 

PUT BACK ON THE CONSENT AGENDA? CURRENTLY WE 

HAVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS PULLED OFF THE CONSENT 

AGENDA, 19, 23, 24, 78, 79 AND 80.  

Thomas: MAYOR, IF YOU DON'T MIND, WE NEED TO PULL 32 

BECAUSE NO ONE HAS NEVER GAVE ME AN ANSWER TO 

THOSE THINGS WE TALKED ABOUT ON THE SECOND 

READING THAT WE BROUGHT UP ABOUT THE PERMITS, SO I 

NEED TO PULL 32.  

Mayor Wynn: 32 WILL BE OFF THE CONSENT AGENDA. 

FURTHER ITEMS, COUNCIL? MS. TERRY?  

I APOLOGIZE. I'VE JUST BEEN TOLD BY THE APPLICANT FOR 

THE WAIVERS ON ITEMS 64 THROUGH 67 THAT IN ADDITION 

TO THE EASEMENT EXCHANGE THAT THERE ARE OTHER 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS THAT HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT AS 

WELL. WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. AND THEY 

WANTED THAT NOTED FOR THE RECORD AS WELL.  

Mayor Wynn: SO FOR THE RECORD, MS. GENTRY, WE WILL 

NOTE THAT ON ITEMS 64 THROUGH 67 THERE IS A 



MULTIFACETED LEGAL AGREEMENT NOW BETWEEN THE 

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS REGARDING THIS WAIVER.  

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: WE CAN'T POSTPONE A 4:00 O'CLOCK ZONING 

ITEM PER POSTING LAW. I BELIEVE THAT COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY WILL HAVE A SUGGESTION REGARDING ZONING 

CASES WHEREBY WE WILL HAVE -- WHEREBY STAFF IS NOT 

PREPARED TO HAVE ALL THREE READINGS OCCUR TODAY 

SO THEREFORE WE WOULD HAVE THE PROJECT 

PRESENTATION AND THE PUBLIC HEARING WITH THIS 

COUNCIL, AND STAFF IS ALREADY ALERTING US THAT THEY 

AREN'T READY FOR US TO TAKE SECOND AND THIRD 

READING TODAY, SO I THINK COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

IS GOING TO HAVE A SUGGESTION REGARDING POSTPONING 

ANY CASE WHERE STAFF IS ALREADY TELLING US THAT 

THEY WON'T BE READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS. SO IN 

ADDITION TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT EARLIER THAT A 

NUMBER OF THE ZONING CASES WILL BE REQUESTED 

POSTPONEMENT BY STAFF, COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

AND -- AND I CERTAINLY SUPPORT THE THOUGHT, THAT WE 

WILL BE HAVE A DISCUSSION IN POSTPONING ZONING CASES 

THAT WILL NOT BE READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS 

SOMETIME AFTER FOUR P.M. SO IT'S A HEADS UP FOR FOLKS 

PLANNING THEIR AFTERNOON AND EVENING. SO AGAIN, 

COUNCIL, WE HAVE THE PULLED ITEMS 19, 23, 24, 32, 78, 79 

AND 80. ANY ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE PULLED? IF NOT, 

THEN I WILL READ THE CONSENT AGENDA KNEW MAYORICLY 

FOR THE RECORD. OUR CONSENT AGENDA THIS MORNING 

WILL BE: ITEM 1. POSTPONING ITEM 2 TO JUNE 22nd, 2006. 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7 PER CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS, 8, 9, PER 

CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26 PER CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS 

WE'RE NOTING THAT 27 HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN. 28, 29, 30, 31, 

33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 

51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, AND 67. AGAIN, 

NOTING ON 64 THROUGH 67 AS MENTIONED IN THE RECORD, 

WE ARE ACKNOWLEDGING THE MULTIFACETED LEGAL 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS. 

68, WHICH ARE OUR BOARD AND COMMISSION 

APPOINTMENTS, WHICH I'LL READ INTO THE RECORD NOW. 

WE HAVE A LOT OF THEM. TO OUR NEW AFRICAN-AMERICAN 



RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMISSION, THESE ARE ALL 

CONSENSUS APPOINTMENTS, AND I'LL READ THE 

PARTICULAR SEAT THAT THEY'RE REPRESENTING. LISA 

BYRD FROM PRO ARTS COLLECTIVE. TIE RA -- DR. TYRA 

DUNCAN HALL, COMMUNITY AT LARGE. NELSON LENDER, 

THE NAACP. BYRON MARSHAL, THE AUSTIN REVITALIZATION 

AUTHORITY. GREG MARSHAL, THE CAPITOL CITY AFRICAN-

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. MARVA, OVERTON, 

PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE WORKER. JEFFREY 

RICHARDS, AUSTIN AREA URBAN LEAGUE. AND JOY 

SIMMONS, COMMUNITY AT LARGE. THOSE ARE THE INITIAL 

CONSENSUS APPOINTMENTS TO OUR NEW AFRICAN-

AMERICAN RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMISSION AS BROUGHT 

FORWARD BY MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS. TO OUR 

ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER ADVISORY BOARD, 

MELISSA DEHAN IS A CONSENSUS APPOINTMENT. TO OUR 

CHILD CARE COUNCIL, ARIEL CLOUD IS A CONSENSUS 

APPOINTMENT. SHE REPRESENTS THE JOINT APPOINTMENT 

WITH AISD. HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION, THE 

FOLLOWING ARE ALL CONSENSUS REAPPOINTMENTS: JOE 

ARRIAGA, JULIA BUTTON, JEAN MATHER AND JOHN ROSATO. 

TO OUR PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD, MARILYN BOSTICK 

IS MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS REAPPOINTMENT. TO OUR 

RENAISSANCE MARKET COMMISSION, LAURA WISDOM IS A 

CONSENSUS REAPPOINTMENT. TO OUR 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, ARTHUR SAMPSON IS 

MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS'S APPOINTMENT. TO OUR URBAN 

RENEWAL BOARD, KEVIN COLE IS MY APPOINTMENT. AND TO 

THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, PATRICK 

GOETZ IS A CONSENSUS REAPPOINTMENT. THIS IS ITEM 

NUMBER 68 ON OUR CONSENT AGENDA. CONTINUING ON: 

ITEM 69, 70 PER CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS. 71 PER 

CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS. 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 81, 82, 

AND 83. MS. GENTRY, DOES THAT SOUND RIGHT? COUNCIL, 

THAT'S OUR PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA THIS MORNING. 

I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION. MOTION MADE BY 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 

AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I'D JUST LIKE TO SAY A BRIEF WORD ABOUT ITEM 



NUMBER 72, WHICH IS AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY'S 

TRAFFIC CODE MAKING IT A MISDEMEANOR WITH A FINE UP 

TO $500 FOR THE USE OF -- THE SLANG WORD FOR IT IS A 

JAKE BRAKE. SEMIS USE THE ENGINE TO INCREASE THEIR 

BRAKING ABILITY AND UNFORTUNATELY IT CREATES A LOT 

OF NOISE. WE'VE HAD SOME COMPLAINTS ABOUT IT, IN 

PARTICULAR RESIDENTIAL AREA WHICH IS ON SORT OF A 

MAIN THOROUGHFARE, AIRPORT BOULEVARD BETWEEN 

EAST 38TH AND A HALF STREET AND INTERSTATE 35. SO 

THIS AMENDMENT TO THE TRAFFIC CODE MAKES THE USE 

OF ENGINE RETARDING BRAKES ON SEMI TRUCKS A 

MISDEMEANOR. I REALIZE THIS IS ONLY ONE SMALL 

SEGMENT OF A ROAD, BUT -- AND I HAVE HAD INQUIRIES OF 

WOULDN'T IT BE BETTER TO DO IT IN THE WHOLE CITY, BUT I 

THINK IT WOULD BE BEST TO SORT OF STICK OUR TOE IN 

THE WATER AND SEE HOW THIS WORKS OUT. AND OF 

COURSE, THERE'S THE ABILITY AS WE GET FURTHER 

COMPLAINTS PRIMARILY IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS AROUND 

THE CITY TO COME BACK AND EASILY AMEND THIS 

AMENDMENT TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ROAD SEGMENTS. SO 

I JUST WANTED TO POINT THAT OUT. ALSO IF I COULD SAY A 

WORD ABOUT ITEM NUMBER 75. THERE ARE CURRENTLY IN 

THE PROCESS OF PERMITTING 16 NEW COAL BURNING 

POWER PLANTS IN THE STATE OF TEXAS. THESE ARE IN 

VARIOUS STATES OF REVIEW BY THE TCEQ. AT LEAST EIGHT 

OF THESE PLANTS ARE NEAR ENOUGH TO AUSTIN LOCATED 

NEAR CENTRAL TEXAS TO POTENTIALLY ADVERSELY AFFECT 

OUR AIR QUALITY HERE. AS WE ALL KNOW, WE'RE 

CURRENTLY OPERATING, ALONG WITH THE CITY OF ROUND 

ROCK, IN WHAT'S CALLED AN EARLY ACTION COMPACT, 

WHICH IS A STEP PLAN TO IMPROVE OUR AIR QUALITY AND 

AVOID THE NON-ATTAINMENT DESIGNATION BY THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY. POTENTIALLY THE 

USE OF THESE OLD TECHNOLOGY COAL-FIRED POWER 

PLANTS POSES ON THREAT TO OUR ABILITY TO MEET OUR 

EARLY ACTION COMPACT GOALS. AND I THINK WE HAVE THE 

AIR QUALITY EXPERT FROM THE CITY STAFF, THE 

SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER, FRED BLOOD. IS FRED AROUND 

TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THIS? MR. GARZA? MR. JUAN 

GARZA, DIRECTOR OF AUSTIN ENERGY, IS HE IN THE ROOM?  

I SEE SOME SCRAMBLING AROUND BACK THERE, 



COUNCILMEMBER. I THINK THEY'LL BE HERE IN JUST A 

MOMENT.  

Leffingwell: I WOULD LIKE FOR HIM TO GIVE A COUPLE OF 

MINUTES OF BRIEF ON THE IMPACT OF POTENTIALLY IMPACT 

OF THESE COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. AND AS A QUICK 

INTRODUCTION TO MR. GARZA AS HE CATCHES HIS BREATH 

AND MAKES HIS WAY TO THE PODIUM, IN ADDITION TO BEING 

MAYOR OF AUSTIN, I'M HONORED TO ALSO SERVE AS THE 

CHAIRMAN OF -- AS COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL 

REFERRED TO ON WHAT'S CALLED THE CLEAN AIR 

COALITION, WHICH IS A COALITION OF THE FIVE COUNTY 

JUDGES AND 10 -- THE 10 LARGEST CITIES IN THOSE -- 

COMBINED IN THOSE FIVE COUNTIES. THE DOZEN OR MORE 

OF US COLLECTIVELY SERVE AS ELECTED OFFICIALS ON 

THIS CLEAN AIR COALITION. AND WHAT THAT IS IS THAT'S 

OUR COORDINATED GOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION OF IN 

PART OUR EARLY ACTION COMPACT. AND FOR INSTANCE, 

ONE OF THE SIGNIFICANT THINGS THAT THAT GROUP HAS 

TAKEN TO ITS INDIVIDUAL BODIES WAS BEGINNING THIS 

PAST SEPTEMBER 1 AS PART OF OUR EARLY ACTION 

COMPACT WE HEAR IN TRAVIS AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

BEGAN AS PART OF OUR ANNUAL SAFETY INSPECTION OF 

OUR VEHICLES NOW HAVE EMISSIONS TESTING. MOST 

CITIES IN THE U.S. THAT HAVE EMISSIONS TESTING THAT 

WAS FORCED UPON THEM BY THE CLEAN AIR ACT, THE 

E.P.A.'S GUIDELINES ONCE YOU REACH THE NON-

ATTAINMENT THRESHOLD, THE GREATER AUSTIN AREA HAS 

BEEN ON THE BRINK OF NON-ATTAINMENT WHERE 

LITERALLY AT THE LAST READING WE WERE ONE HALF PART 

PER BILLION LEVEL AWAY FROM THE 85 PARTS PER BILLION 

IN ORDER FOR US TO THEN BE DESIGNATED SADLY AS A 

NON-ATTAINMENT AREA. THAT IS IN VIOLATION OF THE 

FEDERAL CLEAN AIR ACT. THE EARLY ACTION COMPACT IS A 

WAY FOR US AS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO GET TOGETHER 

AND ACTUALLY TAKE ACTION IN ADVANCE OF WHAT WOULD 

BE AN UNFORTUNATE DESIGNATION FOR THIS REGION. AND I 

APPLAUD THE COORDINATION AND COOPERATION OF THOSE 

ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR JOINING US. IT WAS A UNANIMOUS 

VOTE OF THAT EARLY ACTION COMPACT FOR US TO TAKE 

THAT MAJOR STEP ON VEHICLE EMISSIONS, BUT THERE ARE 



DOZENS OF OTHER SMALLER STEPS THAT WE HAVE BEEN 

TAKING AS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS THAT ALL HAVE A SMALL, 

BUT VERY MEASURABLE FROM A MODELING STANDPOINT 

IMPACT ON KEEPING OUR AIR AS CLEAN AS WE CAN AND IN 

FACT KEEPING US OUT OF A NON-ATTAINMENT DESIGNATION 

FOR CENTRAL TEXAS. A BIG PART OF THAT, OF COURSE, ARE 

A POINT SOURCE POLLUTANTS AND WE'RE FORTUNATE IN 

CENTRAL TEXAS IN THAT WE HAVE VERY FEW LARGE POINT 

SOURCE POLLUTING, MOSTLY POWER PLANTS. OUR BIG 

CHALLENGE IN CENTRAL TEXAS DISPROPORTIONATELY ARE 

OUR INDIVIDUAL CARS. WE POLLUTE OUR AIR FAR MORE 

WITH OUR INDIVIDUAL VEHICLES THAN SOME REGIONS THAT 

HAVE A LARGE NUMBER OF POWER PLANTS, BUT WHEN 

THERE'S A PROPOSAL TO BUILD AS MANY AS 11 NEW COAL-

FIRED PLANTS IN THE STATE, DISPROPORTIONATELY 

SEVERAL OF THOSE WOULD BE IN THE LARGER CENTRAL 

TEXAS PART OF THE STATE, FROM A MODELING STANDPOINT 

THAT COULD VERY EASILY HAVE A DETRIMENTAL IMPACT OF 

ADDING POLLUTANT TO OUR AIR AND TRIGGERING OUR 

VIOLATION OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT EVEN THOUGH WE AS A 

LOCAL UTILITY AND AS A LARGER COORDINATED BODY OF 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AROUND CAUSING THOSE 

POLLUTANTS TO BE HERE. I MET SEVERAL TIMES OVER THIS 

PAST WEEKEND WITH THE NEW MAYOR OF WACO, THEY ARE 

IN A DIFFERENT SITUATION. THEY DON'T OWN THEIR -- THEY 

DON'T HAVE A MUNICIPALLY OWNED UTILITY. THEY ARE 

SFSED WITH INVESTOR OWNED UTILITIES, INCLUDING ONES 

THEY'RE PROPOSING TO BUILD SOME OF THESE COAL 

PLANTS, AND THE CITY OF WACO IS VERY CONCERNED AND 

WANTS TO FIGURE OUT IN AN APPROPRIATE WAY AND A 

VERY JUDICIOUS WAY HOW THEY CAN JOIN THE EFFORT TO 

MAKE SURE WE HAVE THE APPROPRIATE MODELING TO 

REALLY UNDERSTAND THIS AND HAVE THE SCIENCE THAT 

WE NEED TO HAVE THE APPROPRIATE DEBATE AND 

TESTIMONY WITH THE TCEQ. THIS ACTION BROUGHT FORTH 

BY COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL WOULD DIRECT THE 

CITY MANAGER TO HAVE AUSTIN ENERGY BE A PARTNER 

WITH THE CLEAN AIR COALITION HERE LOCALLY TO HAVE 

SOME RESOURCES TO ALLOW US TO HAVE BETTER 

TESTIMONY AS WE LIKELY TRY TO HAVE AN IMPACT ON 

WHAT COULD BE SOME TROUBLING DYNAMICS FOR THE AIR 

QUALITY IN CENTRAL TEXAS. WITH THAT LENGTHY 



INTRODUCTION, WELCOME MR. JUAN GARZA.  

MAYOR, JUAN GARZA, GENERAL MANAGER OF AUSTIN 

ENERGY. LET ME SAY THAT WE'RE DELIGHTED TO BE 

INVOLVED IN THIS. THE -- AS YOU ALL KNOW, WE DO HAVE 

OUR OWN COAL PLANT, BUT LET ME REMIND YOU AND THE 

PUBLIC THAT AUSTIN ENERGY, ALONG WITH THE LCRA, IS 

INVESTING IN EXCESS OF $150 MILLION TO PUT SCRUBBERS 

ON THOSE PLANTS VOLUNTARILY. THIS IS SOMETHING THAT 

VERY FEW IN THE INDUSTRY ARE WILLING TO DO, AND WE 

HAVE SHOWN THE WILLINGNESS TO PUT OUR MONEY 

WHERE OUR MOUTH IS. WHAT THIS DOES IS ENABLES US TO 

WORK THROUGH THE EARLY ACTION COMPACT TO EXPRESS 

THE CONCERNS AND THE OBJECTIVES OF CENTRAL TEXAS 

AND THE AUSTIN AREA, AND WE'RE MUCH IN FAVOR OF IT. 

WE HAVE WORKED THIS OUT WITH ALL OF THE 

STAKEHOLDERS THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY, AND WE BELIEVE 

THAT WE HAVE COME UP WITH A CORRECT APPROACH TO 

APPROACH THIS PROBLEM. RIGHT NOW IT'S CRITICALLY 

IMPORTANT FOR US TO GET INVOLVED BECAUSE THE 

TECHNOLOGY THAT THE INDUSTRY HAS NOW DEVELOPED 

TO BUILD THE NEW COAL PLANTS, WE'RE RIGHT THERE ON 

THE EDGE. AND WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS WE NEED TO 

SHOW A WILLINGNESS TO INVEST IN THE NEW TECHNOLOGY 

THAT WILL IN EFFECT ALLOW US TO BURN COAL, BUT NOT 

EMIT ANY POLLUTANTS INTO THE AIR. AND SO THAT'S 

REALLY THE OBJECTIVE THAT WE HAVE THAT WE SOMEHOW 

NUDGE THE INVESTMENT IN THESE COAL PLANTS, BUT IN 

THE NEWER TECHNOLOGY THAT DOES NOT POLLUTE, WHAT 

WE REFER TO AS CLEAN COAL. SO WE VERY MUCH ARE IN 

FAVOR OF THIS RESOLUTION.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. AND I WANT TO THANK 

YOU AND ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE, 

PARTICULARLY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEFENSE, JIM MORE ISTON WHO WORKED WITH ME AND 

WITH YOU TO DEVELOP THIS RESOLUTION FIRST OF ALL IN 

IDENTIFYING THE PROBLEM AND BRINGING IT TO OUR 

ATTENTION. AND IF I COULD JUST TAKE A SECOND, I'M NOT 

GOING TO READ THE WHOLE RESOLUTION, BUT I WANT TO 

HIGHLIGHT THE ACTION PART OF THE RESOLUTION THAT 



LAYS OUT WHAT WE PLAN TO DO. BASICALLY IT SAYS THAT 

WE OPPOSE THE PERMITTING OF NEW COAL-FIRED POWER 

GENERATING FACILITIES UNLESS THE TCEQ, ONE, REQUIRES 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACTS OF PROPOSED PLANTS ON 

DOWNWIND OZONE POLLUTION LEVELS, AIR QUALITY, OF 

COURSE. AND TWO, REQUIRES MITIGATION MEASURES SUCH 

AS CLEANER FUELS, EMISSION REDUCTIONS, LOCAL 

OFFSETS, PLANT RELOCATION AND INNOVATIVE 

TECHNOLOGIES TO ENSURE THAT THE IMPACTED AREAS 

ATTAINMENT GOALS REMAIN INTACT. AND THAT THE CITY 

HAS SUPPORTED AND WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE 

EFFORTS OF THE EARLY ACTION COMPACT TASKFORCE, OF 

WHICH WE'RE A MEMBER, SO ENSURE THAT NEW SOURCE 

OF EMISSIONS NOT BE ALLOWED TO CAUSE A VIOLATION OF 

ANY OF THE NATIONAL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS, 

INCLUDING OZONE. AND I ONCE AGAIN WOULD LIKE TO 

HIGHLIGHT SOMETHING THAT MR. GARZA SAID. OUR 

RESOLUTION HERE IS TO DIRECT THAT KIND OF MITIGATING 

ACTION. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU VERY MUCH. AND I'LL JUST STATE 

FOR THOSE WHO AREN'T AS FAMILIAR, AUSTIN ENERGY OF 

COURSE, THIS ISN'T A KNEE JERK REACTION TO AN ISSUE. 

AUSTIN ENERGY AS A LARGE POWER PRODUCER, AUSTIN 

ENERGY ACTUALLY IS THE 10th LARGEST POWER UTILITY IN 

THE COMPANY WITH ABOUT 3,000 MEGAWATTS OF 

PRODUCTION, PART OF A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, A VERY 

LARGE COAL PLANT, A NUMBER OF GAS-FIRED TURBINES 

AND OF COURSE A REMARKABLE AND NOTED RENEWABLE 

ENERGY PORTFOLIO. IT'S A VERY COMPREHENSIVE, 

MULTIFUELED POWER GENERATOR. AND WE RECOGNIZE 

THE PROBLEM THAT WE PARTIALLY CREATE AND WE WORK 

HARD TO MITIGATE THOSE PROBLEMS. SO THIS IS A VERY 

APPROPRIATE ACTION FOR GENERATING A POWER UTILITY 

TO STEP FORWARD AND HELP WITH THIS COMPLEX 

ANALYSIS STATEWIDE. SO APPRECIATE THE TIME AND 

EFFORT. FURTHER COMMENTS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, 

COUNCIL? WE HAVE A HANDFUL OF INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS 

WHO WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS A COUPLE OF THESE ITEMS, 

SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, IS SUSAN LYNDELL HERE? SHE 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK ON ITEM NUMBER 18. MS. 

LYNDELL IS WELCOME TO ADDRESS US. I BELIEVE SHE 



SIGNED UP IN SUPPORT, RECOGNIZING THAT WE ARE ABOUT 

TO -- ALL ITEMS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA OF COURSE ARE 

APPROVED. ON ITEM NUMBER 72, BRYAN SMITH SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK. IS MR. SMITH WITH US? MR. SMITH, 

YOU'RE WELCOME TO COME FORWARD. YOU'LL BE 

FOLLOWED BY ROBERT SINGLETON, WHO WOULD LIKE TO 

ADDRESS US ON ITEM 75. MR. SMITH, YOU WILL HAVE THREE 

MINUTES.  

THIS IS THAT STICK THE TOE IN THE WATER THAT WE WERE 

SPEAKING OF. AND I'M NOT AGAINST THIS ON AN 

INCREMENTAL BASIS, BUT I THINK THAT IT CERTAINLY 

SHOULDN'T GO CITYWIDE. WE CAN'T ENTER INTO THE 

SAFETY SPECIFICATIONS OF THESE TRUCKS, BY 

OVERBURDENING THEIR BRAKE SYSTEM SO THAT THEY WILL 

NOT OPERATE. AND WHEN THEY USE THAT, THEY'RE TRYING 

TO SAVE THEIR BRAKES. I KNOW ON I-35 ISN'T WORKING IN 

THE MORNING BECAUSE THE TRUCKS START TO WAKE ME 

UP WITH USING THAT AND I'M QUITE A DISTANCE FROM I-35. 

ONE OF THE REASONS THAT THE BRAKES ARE ON -- ON 

THESE TRUCKS ARE USING UP THEIR -- USING THAT TO 

AVOID THEIR BRAKES IS BECAUSE THE TRAFFIC SITUATION 

IN AUSTIN IS SO AGREAJIOUS THAT BY THE TIME THEY GET 

INTO TOWN, OFTEN THEY'VE ALREADY HEATED THEM TO AN 

EXTRAVAGANT LEVEL. THIS IS BECAUSE TRAFFIC STOPS AND 

BACKS UP IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. A LOT OF TIMES PEOPLE 

DON'T RECOGNIZE THAT COMING AHEAD TRAFFIC IS GOING 

TO STOP. IF THEY RENEW IN ADVANCE THAT THIS IS A SMALL 

PROBLEM OR A BIG PROBLEM, THEN THEY WOULD BE ABLE 

TO ACT ACCORDINGLY AND GAUGE THEIR SPEED AND NOT 

USE THAT MET DOLG. SO IT WOULD BE REALLY NICE IF 

THERE WAS A MEANS TO HAVE ADJUSTABLE SPEED LIMITS, 

IT WOULD MAKE SENSE TO SLOW THEM DOWN WHEN THEY 

COME DOWN THAT HILL AND DON'T USE THEIR BRAKES UP. IT 

WOULD BE NICE IF WE KNEW IF ADVANCE THAT EVERY HALF 

MILE THERE WAS A MARKER LETTING YOU KNOW WHAT THE 

SPEED OF THE TRAFFIC WAS JUST TWO MILES AWAY, THEN 

YOU WOULD KNOW IT WAS STOPPED. A LOT OF TIMES 

PEOPLE COME DOWN THAT HILL AND THERE'S NO REASON 

FOR THEM TO SLOW DOWN BECAUSE THERE IS NO 

STOPPAGE, BUT THEY STILL DO IT AND THEY SET UP SAFETY 

HAZARDS ALL OVER. BUT I WOULD REALLY LIKE FOR US NOT 



TO GET TOO MUCH INTO THE SAFETY OF THE TRUCKS 

UNLESS WE REALLY ARE AWARE OF HOW THE 

SPECIFICATIONS OF THEM AFFECT THEIR BRAKES. THANK 

YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I'D LIKE TO BE ABLE TO SAY ONCE AGAIN WE'RE 

THE FIRST IN THE NATION TO DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS. 

ACTUALLY, PROHIBITIONS ON JAKE BRAKES ARE COMMON 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND I DON'T THINK THERE'S 

BEEN ANY COMPLAINTS ABOUT SOME KIND OF MECHANICAL 

HAZARD TO THE TRUCKS INVOLVED, AT LEAST NONE THAT 

I'VE HEARD OF. IT'S A COMMON PRACTICE ACTUALLY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. ROBERT 

SINGLETON SIGNED UP WISHING TO ADDRESS US ON ITEM 

75. WELCOME. YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES AND BE 

FOLLOWED BY KEVIN WEIR AND JOHN MOORE WANTED TO 

ADDRESS US ON ITEM 77.  

KAREN HEY DON, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SEED 

COALITION ASKED ME TO COME AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT ON ITEM 75 AND SHE WROTE THE FOLLOWING. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MAYOR WYNN, LEE LEAFING WILL AND 

JENNIFER KIM FOR SPONSORING THE RESOLUTION 

PERMITTING COAL FIRED POWER PLANTS TO TCEQ. YOUR 

LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE ARE APPRECIATED. 

UNFORTUNATELY I CAN'T BE THERE TO SPEAK ON ITEM 75 

SINCE I WILL BE OUT OF TOWN. I AM STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF 

THIS INFORMATION. THERE IS MORE INFORMATION ONLINE 

AT STOPTHECOALPLANT.ORG THAT SUPPORTS YOUR 

STANCE. I WOULD LIKE TO COMMENT AS FOLLOWS: THE 

PROPOSED COAL BURNING POWER PLANTS DO POSE A REAL 

THREAT TO OUR AIR QUALITY AND OUR HEALTH. ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY SHOULD ALWAYS BE OUR FIRST ENERGY 

CHOICE ALONG WITH RENEWABLE�� ENERGY. AUSTIN 

SUCCESSFULLY AVOIDED HAVING TO BUILD A 500-

MEGAWATT PLANT BY PURSUING ENERGY CONSERVATION 

AND RETROFITTING HOMES. THIS IS A MODEL FOR THE 

NATION. SINCE THE U.S. USES SO MUCH MORE ENERGY 

THAN THE REST OF THE WORLD AND EFFICIENCY IS SIMPLY 

DOING THINGS IN A MORE COST EFFECTIVE MANNER. OUR 



AIR IS CLEANER AS A RESULT OF THESE EFFORTS. IF COAL 

PLANTS MUST BE BUILT IN TEXAS AND THEY SHOULD BE AS A 

LAST RESORT,-- AND THEY SHOULD BE A LAST RESORT, THE 

MINIMUM STANDARD SHOULD BE GASIFICATION, THE SO-

CALLED CLEAN COAL TECHNOLOGY. NOT A SINGLE ONE OF 

THE 15 PROPOSED COAL PLANTS IN TEXAS WOULD USE THIS 

TECHNOLOGY, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNOR'S 

CLEAN AIR COUNCIL TOUTS IT ROUTINELY AND UTILITIES 

ATTEMPT TO PORTRAY COAL AS CLEAN. NO COAL BURNING 

POWER PLANT REQUIREMENTS ARE PLANNED TO OFFSET 

THE NEW POLLUTION THESE PLANTS WOULD EMIT. POWER 

PLANT HAS POLLUTION LEVELS, THAT LEADS TO POLLUTION 

PROBLEMS AND AIR THAT IS UNL HEALTHY TO BREATHE. 

MERCURY EMISSIONS ARE ALSO OF GRAVE CONCERN. 

TEXAS IS ALREADY THE WORST STATE IN THE NATION FOR 

MERCURY. OVER 10,000 POUNDS IN 2004. MERCURY 

EXPOSURE TYPICALLY THROUGH FISH SCIEWMTION LEADS 

TO PERMANENT BRAIN DAMAGE AND LEARNING DISABILITIES 

IN CHILDREN. IT ALSO RISKS THE HEALTH OF ADULTS WITH 

CARDIAC PROBLEMS. ONE IN SIX WOMEN ALREADY HAS 

ENOUGH MERCURY IN HER BODY TO PUT A DEVELOPING 

CHILD AT RISK. TEXAS' PROPOSED PLANTS WOULD PUT OUT 

NEARLY 4,000 POUNDS OF ADDITIONAL TOXIC MERCURY 

EACH YEAR AT A TIME WHEN THE NATION AS A WHOLE IS 

AIMING TO GET DOWN TO 15 TONS BY 2018. U.T. HEALTH 

SCIENCE CENTER SAN ANTONIO STUDY FOUND A 17 

PERCENT INCREASE IN AUTISM FOR EVERY 1,000 POUNDS 

OF LOCALLY EMITTED MERCURY. WE CAN'T AFFORD THE 

LOSS OF IQ, THE HUMAN TOLL OR THE ECONOMIC TOLL TO 

SOCIETY FROM TOXIC MERCURY. AND KAREN CONCLUDES 

AGAIN, THANKS TO THE COUNCILMEMBERS FOR THE GREAT 

WORK AND TO RAUL AND DANNY, SPECIAL THANKS FOR 

YOUR YEARS OF GREAT WORK AS CITY COUNCILMEMBERS. 

AND THAT'S FROM KAREN HADON. >> 

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. ITEM NUMBER 77, BOTH KEVIN WEIR 

AND JOHN MOORE SIGNED UP IN SUPPORT OF THIS ITEM. 

THEY SIGNED UP WISHING TO ADDRESS US AND THEY'RE 

WELCOME TO DO SO, NOTING IT'S ON THE CONSENT AGENDA 

AND IT WILL SOON BE PASSED. WELCOME.  

THANK YOU, MR. MAYOR AND COUNCIL. JUST BRIEFLY, I 

APPRECIATE YOUR SENDING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 



THE TREE TASKFORCE TO THE CITY MANAGER. A COUPLE OF 

UPDATES. SINCE THE TASKFORCE FINISHED ITS WORK I'VE 

PROVIDED SOME OF YOU AN ANALYSIS FROM AUSTIN 

ENERGY'S OWN REPORTS TO THE PUBLIC UTILITY 

COMMISSION THAT INDICATES THAT TREES -- ALL 

VEGETATION, AS A MATTER OF FACT, ARE THE NUMBER FIVE 

CAUSE OF ALLERGENS IN THE AUSTIN SYSTEM. SO I HOPE 

THAT PART OF THE CITY MANAGER'S REVIEW WILL BE AN 

EXAMINATION OF IMPROVING RELIABILITY BY ATTACKING 

THOSE FIRST FOUR CAUSES. SECONDLY, WE DID REPORT 

ON A PROJECT IN TULSA, OKLAHOMA TO BURY LINES. THE 

PROJECT IN TULSA FAR EXCEEDED THE EXPECTATIONS I 

THINK THAT WERE COMMON AROUND THE INDUSTRY TO 

UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, WHICH IS THE ONLY WAY WE WILL 

EVER PROTECT OUR WIRES FROM INCLEMENT WEATHER. 

THEY DID THE FIRST TWO MILES OF THAT PROJECT FOR $1.2 

MILLION OR ABOUT 600,000 A MILE. AND THE UTILITY IN 

TULSA HAS TOLD THE REGULATORS IN OKLAHOMA THAT FOR 

AN ADDITIONAL $2.3 MILLION, THEY COULD DO 22 MORE 

MILES OF UNDERGROUND OR ABOUT $105,000 PER MILE. I 

THINK THAT KIND OF ECONOMICS PUTS IT WELL WITHIN 

REACH TO BE CONSIDERED IN AUSTIN. FINALLY, AS TO YOUR 

FOREBEARANCE ON CUTTING OUR TREES UNTIL THIS 

REVIEW IS COMPLETE SO AS WE HAVE SOME VEGETATION 

LEFT TO SAVE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: THANK YOU FOR YOUR WORK ON THE TASKFORCE 

AND ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE WHO WORKED HARD ON THAT. 

AND I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR 

RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE THOROUGHLY STUDIED AND I 

WANT TO GET THE BEST RESULTS WE CAN FOR OUR TREES.  

Mayor Wynn: AND IT'S ALSO PUBLIC SAFETY OF KEEPING 

PEOPLE FROM -- AS LIMBS ALSO CONDUCT ELECTRICITY, IT'S 

ALSO KEEPING PEOPLE FROM POTENTIAL ELECTROCUSHION 

AND OUR UTILITY HAS BEEN LOOKING AT THE ANALYSIS OF 

BURYING LINES, BUT OF COURSE DIFFERENT CITIES HAVE 

DIFFERENT DYNAMICS, DIFFERENT SOIL CONDITIONS, SANDY 

LOAM SOIL VERSUS LIMESTONE HERE IN PARTS OF THE 

CITY. BUT WE APPRECIATE THE HARD WORK AND IT'S AN 

IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR OUR CITIZENS. IT'S A VERY 



IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR THE UTILITY. LET'S SEE, ITEM 

NUMBER 81, TECHNICALLY ALL WE'RE DOING WITH ITEM 

NUMBER 81 IS SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING, BUT DON COOK 

AND PEGGY PINKLE BOTH SIGNED UP WANTING TO ADDRESS 

US IN OPPOSITION. I'M NOT SURE IF THEY WERE AWARE 

THAT THE ITEM IS SIMPLY SETTING THE PUBLIC HEARING, 

BUT THEY'RE STILL WELCOME TO ADDRESS US IF THEY ARE 

HERE AND WOULD LIKE TO DO SO. COUNCIL, WE HAVE A 

MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE TO APPROVE THE 

CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM. TIM. >> 

Kim: ITEM NUMBER 20 IS FOR STARTING THE NEGOTIATION 

FOR THE SITE FOR THE ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE 

CENTER. I WANT TO THANK THE REST OF THE COUNCIL FOR 

STICKING TO ITS POLICY, WHICH WAS STARTED SEVERAL 

YEARS AGO TO FIND A SITE FOR THE ASIAN AMERICAN 

RESOURCE CENTER, AND THIS IS A GOOD START AND 

DEVELOPMENT FOR ACTUALLY STARTING THE 

NEGOTIATIONS AND IT SHOULD BE -- WE SHOULD BE SEEING 

MORE PARTICIPATION INVOLVEMENT FROM THE COMMUNITY 

AS WE DISCUSS THE BOND PACKAGE AS WELL FOR THE 

ELECTION IN NOVEMBER. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: JUST ON THAT ALSO, MAYOR, ON THE ASIAN 

AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER. I DO WANT TO THANK THE 

COUNCIL, THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE THAT WAS FORMED TO 

HELP US WORK THROUGH THIS PROCESS AND THANK THEM 

FOR THEIR PATIENCE. WE'VE IDENTIFIED A SUITABLE SITE 

BECAUSE WE'VE GONE THROUGH MANY DIFFERENT 

POSSIBILITIES THROUGHOUT THE LAST FOUR OR FIVE 

YEARS. SO I THINK -- I WANT TO THANK THEM FOR 

PARTICIPATION AND THEIR OPENNESS AS THE CITY HAS 

PROPOSED DIFFERENT OPPORTUNITIES, AND I THINK THIS IS 

A GREAT RESULT. IT TOOK EYE WHILE TO GET THERE, BUT I 

WANT TO THANK THE CITY MANAGER FOR FINDING A WAY TO 

GET THIS DONE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 



COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 

SAY AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: AYE? OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. > 

OKAY, COUNCIL. I'LL LET FOLKS CLEAR THE ROOM WHO GOT 

THEIR BUSINESS ACCOMPLISHED ON CONSENT AGENDA AND 

CONGRATULATE THEM. WE HAVE A COUPLE OF -- BEFORE 

WE HOP INTO OUR BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION ON THE BOND 

ITEM, IT'S COMPLICATED ENOUGH WHERE WE'VE BEEN SORT 

OF CRAFTING A SCRIPT FOR US TO FOLLOW TO STAY ONLINE 

AND BE COGNIZANT OF EVERYBODY'S LINE. WE HAD A 

COUPLE OF ITEMS PULLED OFF THE CONSENT AGENDA THAT 

WE COULD TAKE UP TO GIVE STAFF TIME TO PREP FOR 

THAT. EARLIER COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ NOTED THE 

IMPORTANCE, AS WE ALL RECOGNIZE, ITEMS NUMBER 23 

AND 24, TWO TRANSPORTATION-RELATED PROJECTS 

WORKING WITH TXDOT, AND SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE EAST 

SEVENTH STREET DOR KERR. SO -- CORRIDOR. SO PERHAPS 

A BRIEF STAFF PRESENTATION OF THESE TWO ITEMS. 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I WOULD PREFACE IT A LITTLE BIT BECAUSE IT IS AN 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR COMMUNITY, BUT IT IS 

ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE TWO-TERM PROJECTS THAT 

STARTED OFF AS A VERY SMALL, SIMPLE PROJECT AND 

TURNED INTO THIS INCREDIBLE EFFORT TO BEAUTIFY THE 

SEVENTH STREET CORRIDOR. WE STARTED OFF I THINK IN 

2001 WITH A-MILLION-DOLLAR ALLOCATION TO FIX WALKS 

AND LOOK -- FIX SIDEWALKS AND LOOK AT A COUPLE OF 

PROBLEM INTERSECTIONS. I THINK WE'VE ALLOCATED UP TO 

FOUR MILLION AT THIS TIME FOR THIS PROJECT, AND NOW 

WE'VE RECEIVED SOME STATE FUND FOG THE PROJECT -- 

SOME STATE FUNDING FOR THE PROJECT THAT NOW IS 

ABLE TO DELIVER ON THE PROMISES MADE TO THE 

COMMUNITY, AND I WANT TO THANK ALL THOSE FOLKS WHO 

HAVE BEEN INVOLVED FROM THE COMMUNITY IN THIS 

PROCESS. THEY KEEP ASKING ME WHEN IS SOMETHING 

GOING TO HAPPEN, BUT I KEEP TELLING THEM IT'S A GOOD 

THING THAT WE'RE IDENTIFYING MORE MONEY BECAUSE 

THEN WE CAN HAVE A BIGGER IMPACT. WE STILL HAVEN'T 

NECESSARILY BROKEN GROUND, BUT IT'S FOR GOOD 



REASONS AND I JUST WANTED TO ASK OUR STAFF TO TALK A 

LITTLE BIT ABOUT WHAT WE'LL BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE 

THROUGH THIS PROCESS OR THROUGH THE ACQUISITION 

OF THESE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR THIS IMPORTANT 

PROJECT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: MS. CREIGHTON?  

GOOD MORNING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. THE ITEMS BEFORE 

YOU TODAY IS ITEM 23 AND 24, AND THESE ITEMS ARE 

RELATED. 24 IS TO ACCEPT A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

CLOSE TO $2.7 MILLION, AND THIS MONEY WILL BE USED FOR 

THE EAST SEVENTH STREET CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS 

PROJECT. AND THEN ITEM 23 IS FOR THE ASSOCIATED 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH TXDOT. AND IT IS VERY 

EXCITING TO BE ABLE TO GET THIS MONEY. IT DOES ALLOW 

US TO DO A LOT MORE ENHANCEMENTS ON THE PROJECT. 

POLLY ANNE MEL TON IS HERE TODAY WITH NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLANNING AND ZONING AND SHE'S GOING TO PRESENT 

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT DPAKTLY WHAT THAT $2.7 

MILLION WILL BUY OUT THE PROJECT.  

GOOD MORNING, COUNCIL. THANK YOU FOR THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF YOU ON THE PROJECT STATUS AT 

THIS POINT. THE PROJECT IS BEING I AM IMPLEMENTED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE TWO RESOLUTIONS THAT YOU 

PASSED TO IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY ON EAST 

SEVENTH AND BEAUTY FI EAST SEVENTH AS THE GATEWAY 

FROM THE AIRPORT TO DOWNTOWN. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS 

THE PROJECT WILL INSTALL A CONTINUE JUST FIVE TO SIX -- 

A CONTINUOUS FIVE TO SIX-FOOT WIDE SIDEWALK, A.D.A. 

ACCESSIBLE, ALONG THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDES OF EAST 

SEVENTH STREET FROM CHICON TO PLEASANT VALLEY. IT 

WILL CONSOLIDATE AND STANDARDIZE DRIVEWAYS 

WHEREVER POSSIBLE TO BETTER ESTABLISH A CURB LINE IN 

LIEU OF THE CONTINUOUS EXISTING LONG SPANS OF LAY 

DOWN CURB, IMPROVING PEDESTRIAN SAFETY. WE WILL 

INSTALL STREET TREES AND ACCENT PLANTINGS 

WHEREVER POSSIBLE AND THE PROJECT FROM ADDITIONAL 

FUNDING WILL ENABLE US TO RELOCATE TO THE ALLEY 

NORTH OF SEVENTH THAT WILL ENABLE US TO DO MORE 

THINGS IN THAT AREA AS WELL AS UNDERGROUNDING THE 

SERVICE AND RELOCATING POLES IN THE PLEASANT VALLEY 



AREA, ALLOWING US TO PLANT MORE TREES IN THAT 

GATEWAY. WE WILL ALLOW PAVERS TO NARROW THE ROAD 

WHILE MAINTAINING THE FUNCTION OF THAT AS A CENTER 

TURN LANE AND INSTALL PAVERS IN THE SIGNALIZED 

INTERSECTION, ALERTING DRIVERS THAT THESE AREAS ARE 

AREAS OF HIGH PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY. BUT WE'VE 

RECENTLY DISCOVERED THAT THE BASE THAT WE INTENDED 

TO USE TO SET THOSE PAVERS ON DID NOT HAVE A 

SUFFICIENTLY LONG LIFE TO JUSTIFY THE EXPENSE OF 

SETTING THE PAVERS, SO WE WILL BE USING THE 

ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO INSTALL A NEW CONCRETE BASE FOR 

THE PAVERS, ENSURING THAT THEY WILL HAVE A 20-PLUS 

YEAR LIFE-SPAN. THE PROJECT WILL INCORPORATE PUBLIC 

ART LOCATED AT EACH OF THE INTERSECTIONS, COINCIDING 

WITH BUS STOPS, AND THESE WILL HAVE WAY FINDOGTHEM 

SZ WELL. THE ART WILL CELEBRATE THE SOCIAL HISTORY 

OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND THE CHARACTER OF EAST 

AUSTIN. THE SEVEN ARTISTS THAT WERE CHOSEN, MOST OF 

THEM LIVE OR WORK IN EAST AUSTIN AND THEIR ARTWORK 

IS PROGRESSING VERY NICELY. IT WILL BE QUITE A 

COMPLIMENT TO THE STREET SCAPE. AN ACCESS ROAD 

WILL BE INSTALLED BETWEEN PEDERNALES AND KAYOS 

STREET AND WILL HAVE PAVERS AND PROVIDE PARKING 

FOR THE SMALL BUSINESSES IN THAT HIGHLY COMMERCIAL 

BLOCK ON THAT STREET. THAT WILL BE -- THAT'S A FAIRLY 

EXPENSIVE TREATMENT, BUT WE FEEL LIKE IT'S WARRANTED 

TO SUPPORT THE BUSINESS USE THERE. AN ENHANCED 

PEDESTRIAN AND STREET LIGHTING SYSTEM WILL BE USED 

ALONG THE CORRIDOR AND IT WILL USE A LIGHTING SYSTEM 

WHICH PROVIDES A BETTER QUALITY LIGHT, GIVES AN 

INCREASED SENSE OF SAFETY THROUGH IMPROVED COLOR 

RENDITION AND IMPROVED DEPTH PERCEPTION. THE 

INCREASED FUNDING ALLOWS US TO ENHANCE THE DESIGN 

OF THE GATEWAY AT PLEASANT VALLEY AS WELL. THERE 

WILL BE A ROW OF PALM TREES ON EACH SIDE COMING 

DOWN FROM THE BRIDGE TO PLEASANT VALLEY AND 

CURBED PLANTERS ON THE NORTHWEST AND SOUTHEAST 

CORNERS. WE'LL BE REFURBISHING THE BUS STOP AT THE 

H.E.B. CORNER WITH NEW CANOPIES AND PAVEMENT AND 

THEN PROCEEDING WESTWARD FROM PLEASANT VALLEY 

THERE WILL BE A DOUBLE ROW OF TREES ON BOTH SIDES 

WITH THE PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY GOING DOWN THE 



CENTER OF THE ROWS OF TREES. IT WILL BE A VERY 

PLEASANT GATEWAY TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. NEW METAL 

STREET LIGHT POLES WILL BE INSTALLED IN THAT BLOCK, 

AND THOSE POLES WILL BE CAPABLE OF HAVING BANNERS 

PLACED ON THEM. NOW, IN ADDITION TO THE PROJECT 

IMPROVEMENTS WE'RE COORDINATING THIS WITH THREE 

OTHER CITY PROJECTS, AN AUSTIN CLEAN WATER PROJECT 

IN THE CHICON BLOCK, THE WATER UPGRADE THAT WAS 

PLANNED FOR THE PEDERNALES BLOCK, AND A STREET AND 

BRIDGE PROJECT THAT WAS GOING TO GO THE ENTIRE 

LENGTH OF THE PROJECT. IT MEANS JUGGLING A WHOLE 

LOT MORE WORK AND A LOT MORE CAREFUL SCHEDULE 

COORDINATION AND THE NEED FOR PROVIDING INTERIM 

MILESTONES AND EXPEDITED COMPLETION INCENTIVES TO 

THE CONTRACTOR. THAT'S EXPENSIVE, BUT WE FEEL LIKE 

IT'S WORTH IT TO MAKE SURE THE PROJECT RUNS 

SMOOTHLY AND DOESN'T INCONVENIENCE THE TRAVELLING 

PUBLIC AND THE ADJACENT BUSINESSES. AND FINALLY, WE 

HAVE FOUND OUT MOST RECENTLY THAT TXDOT IS 

REHABILITATING THE TILLERY STREET BRIDGE AND WE'LL BE 

CLOSELY COORDINATING OUR PROJECT WORK WITH THAT 

PROJECT'S WORK. THE TILLERY STREET BRIDGE WAS BUILT 

IN 1948 AS AN EXTENSION TO U.S. 290 AND IT'S RECOGNIZED 

AS BEING ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. AND SO 

IT'S ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL FUNDING AND WE FEEL LIKE IT'S 

A GREAT BOON TO BE ABLE TO COORDINATE THE TWO 

PROJECTS. SO THE ADDITIONAL CLOSE TO $2.7 MILLION, 

ALTHOUGH IT SEEMS LIKE IT SHOULD BE A GREAT BOON TO 

THE PROJECT WHARKS IT DOES IS IT REALLY ENSURES THAT 

WE'RE ABLE TO DELIVER THE HIGH QUALITY PROJECT OF 

THE SCOPE THAT WAS PROMISED TO THE COMMUNITY. AND 

WE'RE REALLY GRATEFUL TO OUR CONGRESSMAN FOR 

SECURING THOSE FUNDS TO US. DO YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS FOR ME?  

Alvarez: I THINK THAT WAS THE LAST THING I WAS GOING TO 

POINT OUT BECAUSE I KNOW I'VE BEEN IN A COUPLE OF 

PRESS CONFERENCES WITH OUR CONGRESSMAN LLOYD 

DOGGETT, WHO IS THE PERSON -- ONE PERSON WE REALLY 

NEED TO BE THANKFUL TOWARDS BECAUSE OF HIS WORK 

AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL TO OBTAIN FUNDING TO REALIZE 

THIS PROJECT IN A WAY THAT IS GOING TO HAVE A GREAT 



IMPACT ON NOT ONLY THIS PART OF EAST AUSTIN, BUT FOR 

OUR WHOLE COMMUNITY BECAUSE IT'S HEAVILY TRAVELED 

BY A GREAT MAJORITY OF OUR RESIDENTS. SO THANKS TO 

CONGRESSMAN LLOYD DOGGETT AND OUR STAFF FOR 

THEIR HARD WORK ON THIS. IT'S BEEN A CONSTANTLY 

CHANGING OR MOVING TARGET, BUT AGAIN, LIKE I STIED 

TRIAD TO EXPLAIN TO SOME OF OUR CONSTITUENTS IN 

AUSTIN, AGAIN IT'S A GOOD THING WE HAVE MORE MONEY 

TO INVEST BECAUSE THE IMPACT IT'S GOING TO HAVE IS 

GOING TO BE MUCH MORE POSITIVE. THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: JUST A SECOND. I THINK THIS IS A GREAT 

PROJECT AND ALSO IS A VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT. THIS IS 

BASICALLY THE GATEWAY TO AUSTIN. IF YOU ARRIVE AT THE 

AIRPORT, THIS IS THE WAY YOU COME INTO TOWN. I'VE 

REALLY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT IT. THINGS COULD ALWAYS BE 

BETTER IN SOME PEOPLE'S VIEW, AND A COUPLE OF THINGS 

I'D LIKE YOU TO TALK ABOUT JUST BRIEFLY THAT HAVE BEEN 

PROBLEMS WITH THIS THING ONGOING, AND ONE IS THE 

OVERHEADLINES, WHICH IN MANY CASES INHIBITED THE 

PLANTING OF TREES IN CERTAIN AREAS AND SO FORTH. AND 

MY UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT YES WE COULD PUT AUSTIN 

ENERGY'S LINES UNDER GROUND AND REMOVE THAT 

OBSTACLE, BUT WE WOULD STILL HAVE TELECOM LINES 

THAT WE HAVE NO AUTHORITY TO MOVE THE TELECOM 

LINES. IS THAT CORRECT?  

THAT'S CORRECT. AND IN ADDITION, IF WE SPENT THE 

MONEY TO PUT THE AUSTIN ENERGY LINES UNDERGROUND, 

WE'D HAVE VERY LITTLE FOR OTHER IMPROVEMENTS ON 

THE PROJECT.  

ALSO A VERY IMPORTANT POINT. AND I JUST WANT TO BRING 

THESE THINGS OUT. AND THE SECOND THING IS BIKE LANES. 

COULD YOU TALK JUST A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE LACK OF 

BIKE LANES ON THIS PARTICULAR CORRIDOR?  

CERTAINLY. WE LOOKED EARLY ON AT THE POSSIBILITY OF 

ADDING BIKE LANES TO THE PROJECT, BUT WE WERE CON 

STRAINED BY THE AVAILABLE AMOUNT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY. 



THE RIGHT-OF-WAY CHANGES FROM 80 FEET, WHICH IS -- 

WHICH WAS TOO SMALL TO FIT THE NUMBER OF TRAVEL 

LANES REQUIRED WITH THE EXISTING TRAVEL LANES, AND 

ADEQUATE SIDEWALKS, TO 120 FEET, WHICH CERTAINLY 

WOULD BE WIDE ENOUGH TO PROVIDE BIKE LANES, BUT A 

DISCONTINUOUS BIKE LANE IS NOT AN EFFECTIVE BIKE 

LANE. AND SO WHAT WE JUDGED WAS THAT BECAUSE OF 

THE PROXIMITY TO THE LANCE ARMSTRONG BIKE WAY THAT 

BIKE LANES WERE NOT AS A HIGH OF PRIORITY AS 

PROVIDING THE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS WHICH 

COUNCIL ASKED US TO DO.  

Leffingwell: RIGHT. AND THAT'S AN EXCELLENT POINT, THE 

PROXIMITY TO THE LANCE ARMSTRONG BIKE WAY PROVIDES 

A REDBLY USABLE ALTERNATIVE TO BIKE LANES ON EAST 

SEVENTH. AND AGAIN, THANKS VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

WORK ON A VERY GOOD PROJECT.  

THANK YOU, SIR.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? AGAIN, AS 

POINTED OUT EARLIER, UNFORTUNATELY WE DON'T HAVE 

CONTROL OVER ALL OF THOSE LINES THAT PEOPLE SEE ON 

POLES. A GREAT EXAMPLE, SADLY, IS FIFTH AND LAMAR, 

SIXTH AND LAMAR, THE NEW WHOLE FOODS WORLD HEAD 

QUARTER AND FLAGSHIP STORE. AND THEN WE SPENT $12 

MILLION RECONSTRUCTING AND IMPROVING, UPGRADING 

THAT SWATH OF NORTH LAMAR, AND WE AND EVERYBODY 

KNEW FOR SIX YEARS WE WERE GOING TO BE WORKING ON 

THAT PROJECT, YET THE TELECOM COMPANIES REFUSED TO 

COOPERATE, SO AS WE BURIED OUR POWER LINES, YOU 

DRIVE BY THERE TODAY, YOU STILL SEE SOME VERY UGLY, 

WOODEN POLES STICKING UP THROUGH THAT BRAND NEW 

STREET SCAPE WITH THE SBC'S GLORIOUS LINES ON THEM. 

SO IT'S NOT AS SIMPLE AS AUSTIN ENERGY ELIMINATING 

WHAT CAN BE AN UNSIGHTLY SITUATION. WE DO WHAT WE 

CAN, BUT OUR HANDS ARE TIED WITH MUCH OF WHAT YOU 

SEE, GENERALLY SPEAKING, ON POWER POLES ACROSS THE 

CITY. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH. I JUST WANT TO MAKE SURE WE ARE 

AWARE OF THE OPPORTUNITY AS THIS PROJECT MOVES 



FORWARD THAT THE DESIGN STANDARDS CODIFICATION 

THAT COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND I HAVE WORKED ON 

HAS ESTABLISHED A PRINCIPLE ALSO THAT SIDEWALKS DO 

NOT HAVE TO NARROWLY BE INTO THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, BUT 

YOU CAN ESTABLISH UNIFORM STREETSCAPE STANDARDS 

THAT INCLUDE GRANTING AN EASEMENT ON PRIVATE 

PROPERTY. AND SO -- WHAT I ENCOURAGE Y'ALL TO DO IS 

LOOK AT WHAT OUR OUTSIDE CON SELL HAS COME UP WITH 

FOR HOW WE ADDRESS SIDEWALKS THAT MOVE IN AND OUT 

OF RIGHT-OF-WAY. WE NOW HAVE AN ORDINANCE CAPACITY 

TO PROVIDE THAT KIND OF CONTINUOUS SIDEWALK, WHICH 

WAS A REAL BARRIER TO CONTINUOUS, UNBROKEN 

SIDEWALK. WE WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO THAT IN 

THE CITY CODE COMING UP AND I THINK THAT WILL BE 

IMPORTANT ON WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON FOR SEVENTH 

STREET.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS ON THE 

COMBINED ITEMS 23 AND 24? I APPRECIATE THE 

PRESENTATION. VERY WELL DONE. HEARING NONE, I'D 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON THESE TWO ITEMS? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I'LL MOVE APPROVAL OF ITEMS 23 AND 24. I WANT TO 

MAKE SURE I MENTIONED THE RIGHT NUMBERS THERE. 

THANK YOU, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO 

APPROVE ITEMS 23 AND 24. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING 

NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? COMBINED MOTION PASS OZ A VOTE 

OF SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. OKAY. 

COUNCIL, THAT TAKES US I THINK TO A GOOD SPOT FOR US 

TO TAKE UP OUR BOND PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION. I 

GREATLY APPRECIATE STAFF'S WORK ON THIS IN PART TO 

MAKE SURE WE DO THIS CORRECTLY. THERE ARE THREE 

THINGS WE HOPEFULLY WILL ACCOMPLISH THIS MORNING. 

THAT IS FIRST AND FOREMOST SETTLING ON THE AMOUNT 

OF THE BOND PACKAGE AND THE INDIVIDUAL COMPONENTS 



OF THAT. WE ALSO HAVE TO TO APPROVE BOND LANGUAGE 

AND WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT THE ORDER OR THE 

SEQUENCE THAT WILL BE ON THE BALLOT. BECAUSE OF 

THAT STAFF HAS IN MY OPINION DONE THE VERY 

APPROPRIATE THING AND HAVE ESSENTIALLY SCRIPTED A 

SHEET FOR US HERE TO WALK THROUGH SO THAT WE CAN 

STAY IN SEQUENCE, STAY IN ORDER. WE'LL HEAR FROM 

GREG IN A SECOND THAT THESE ITEMS ARE -- THERE'S VERY 

TECHNICAL AND LEGAL ISSUES RELATED TO THESE ITEMS. 

WE PURPOSELY HAVE A GOOD SET OF BOND COUNSEL WHO 

MAKE SURE WE'RE HANDLING THIS CORRECTLY A COUPLE 

OF WEEKS AGO IN PUBLIC DISCUSSION WE TALKED ABOUT 

HOW WE EVEN WORKED WITH THE STATE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL'S OFFICE TO MAKE SURE THAT WE THINK 

THROUGH THESE ITEMS IN ADVANCE SO THAT WE HANDLE 

STATE ELECTION LAW VERY APPROPRIATELY AS WE DO THE 

IMPORTANT WORK OF ASKING OUR CITIZENS AND VOTERS 

TO ESSENTIALLY APPROVE OUR CAPITAL INVESTMENT 

PROGRAM FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS. SO WITH THAT I'D 

LIKE TO TURN IT OVER TO GREG CANALES, COUNCIL, WHO 

WILL BEGIN TO WALK US THROUGH OUR ORDER OF 

BUSINESS THIS MORNING.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. COUNCIL, AS THE MAYOR INDICATED, 

ITEM 84 IS AN ACTION ITEM FOR COUNCIL TO FINALIZE AND 

APPROVE THE BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR THE NOVEMBER 2006 

BOND ELECTION. FINALIZING THIS AMOUNT WILL INCLUDE, 

AS THE MAYOR INDICATED, SETTING THE AMOUNTS 

REACHED FOR EACH PROPOSITION, MAKING ANY WORDING 

CHANGES TO THE BALLOT ORDINANCE FOR EACH OF THE 

PROPOSITIONS AND FINALLY FIXING THE ORDER OF THE 

PROP PROPOSITIONS, HOW THEY WILL APPEAR ON THE 

FINAL BALLOT. HAVE YOU IN YOUR BACKUP FOR THIS ITEM, 

THE ORDINANCE LANGUAGE THAT WE DISTRIBUTED A FEW 

WEEKS AGO. WE HAVE NOT MADE ANY CHANGES TO THAT, 

TO THE LANGUAGE OR THE AMOUNT, BUT WE ARE 

PREPARED TO DO SO TODAY WITH YOUR INPUT. I WANT TO 

POINT OUT THAT WE ALSO HAVE AGAIN WITH US BUCK 

FOWLER WITH MCCAUL, PARK DELETE HURST AND BARTON 

AND HE WILL BE HERE TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU 

HAVE ABOUT THE POTENTIAL WORDING CHANGES TO THE 

BALLOT PROPOSITION LANGUAGE. REMEMBER THE 



LANGUAGE THAT IS IN YOUR BACKUP HAS BEEN VETTED, AS 

THE MAYOR INDICATED, THROUGH OUR BOND COUNSEL 

THROUGH THE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE. YOU 

CAN CERTAINLY MAKE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERS AND TO 

THE ORDER OF THE PROPOSITION, BUT ANY SIGNIFICANT 

WORDING CHANGES TO THE PROPOSITION LANGUAGE MAY 

BE PROBLEMATIC AT THIS POINT AND BART WILL BE ABLE TO 

ADDRESS THAT IF IT COMES UP. BEFORE BEFORE I TURN IT 

BACK OVER TO YOU, COUNCIL, I WANT TO POINT OUT A FEW 

THINGS ABOUT THE CURRENT LANGUAGE. ONE, WE ARE 

SUGGESTING A CHANGE, STAFF HAS SUGGESTED A 

CHANGE, AND THEN THERE'S ANOTHER ISSUE THAT I WOULD 

LIKE TO ADDRESS ON ONE OF THE OTHER PROPOSITIONS. 

THE CHANGE THAT STAFF IS GOING TO SUGGEST IS IN THE 

CURRENT PROPOSITION 2, WHICH IS THE DRAINAGE AND 

WATER QUALITY LAND PROPOSITION. AND THAT IS THAT WE 

WOULD SUGGEST TO ADD A DESCRIPTION OF THINGS THAT 

WE REQUIRE WITH BOND FUNDS WITH THE WORD OPEN 

SPACES. THIS PROP WOULD THEN BE CORRECTED AS YOU 

SEE NOW ON THE SCREEN IN RED. IF COUNCIL AGREES WITH 

THE SUGGESTED CHANGE, IT CAN BE ADDRESSED AS A 

MOTION ALONG WITH THE OTHER CHANGES TO BE MADE TO 

THIS PROPOSITION. THE OTHER ISSUE I WANTED TO 

DISCUSS WITH YOU IS THE CONCERN WE HAVE BEEN 

HEARING ABOUT HOW THE $20 MILLION CURRENTLY IN THE 

BOND PROPOSAL FOR PARKLAND ACQUISITION, HOW THAT 

CAN BE USED. AND MY UNDERSTANDING IS THERE'S A 

GREAT INTEREST IN COUNCIL FOR ASSURING THAT FIVE 

MILLION OF THE 20 MILLION CAN BE USED FOR OPEN SPACE 

ACQUISITION IN EAST AUSTIN. FOR EXAMPLE, ACQUIRING 

PRAIRIE LAND PRESERVES. I THINK THE LANGUAGE THAT IS 

NOW CURRENTLY IN PROPOSITION 3 ENVISIONS THAT 

PARTICULAR USE. IF YOU LOOK HERE ON THE SCREEN, IT 

NOW TALKS ABOUT FUNDS FOR NATURAL AREAS 

HIGHLIGHTED THERE IN YELLOW. WE SPOKE YESTERDAY 

WITH OUR BOND COUNSEL ABOUT THE SPECIFIC POINT AND 

HE SAID WITH NO CHANGE TO THE WAY THE PROPOSITION IS 

CURRENTLY WORDED WE COULD USE FIVE MILLION FOR 

BUYING LAND FOR SOMETHING LIKE THE PRAIRIE GRASS 

PRESERVE IN EAST AUSTIN, AND THEN OF COURSE WITH 

THE REMAINING 15 MILLION GOING FOR GREENWAYS AND 

PARK INFILL IN THE URBAN CORE AND IN EAST AUSTIN. SO I 



THINK THE CONCERN WE'VE BEEN HEARING TO USE THE 

MONEY FOR OPEN SPACE IN EAST AUSTIN IS ADDRESSED 

CURRENTLY IN THE WAY THE BALLOT LANGUAGE IS 

WORDED. COUNCIL, I KNOW THERE ARE A NUMBER OF 

CHANGES YOU WANT TO PROPOSE TO THE PROPOSITIONS 

AS THEY ARE, SO MY SUGGESTION AT THIS POINT WOULD BE 

THAT YOU WALK THROUGH EACH OF THE PROPOSITIONS 

ONE BY ONE AND EITHER MAKE A MOTION TO INCLUDE THEM 

AS CURRENTLY WORDED, INCLUDING THE AMOUNT, IF 

THERE'S GOING TO BE A CHANGE TO THE AMOUNT, OR MAKE 

MOTIONS TO AMEND THEM. SO YOU CAN WALK THROUGH 

EACH PROPOSITION AS THEY'RE CURRENTLY NUMBERED 

AND THEN AT THE END, AS THE MAYOR INDICATED, YOU CAN 

COME BACK AND SET THE ORDER FOR THE BALLOT AND 

ADOPT THE ENTIRE BOND PROGRAM. WITH THAT, MAYOR, 

I'LL TURN IT BACK OVER TO YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. CANALY. SO COUNCIL, I 

RECOMMEND WE TAKE GREG'S SUGGESTION AS WE SORT 

OF SEQUENCE THROUGH EACH PROPOSITION AND WE CAN 

ENTERTAIN INDIVIDUAL MOTION OZ A SECOND ON THE 

PROPOSITIONS AS WE WALK OUR WAY THROUGH THE 

AMOUNT AND THE LANGUAGE AND THEN LASTLY WE'LL TAKE 

UP THE SEQUENCE. BEFORE WE GET STARTED, I'D JUST LIKE 

TO COMMEND A NUMBER OF PEOPLE, FIRST AND FOREMOST 

THE COUNCIL, THIS ONE AND A PREVIOUS COUNCIL, WHO 

SUPPORTED THE CONCEPT AND THE IDEA THAT NOW WAS 

THE TIME TO HAVE THIS ELECTION, AND ALSO THE FORMAT 

THAT WE TOOK. WE TOOK A DIFFERENT -- A STRUCTURAL 

FORMAT WHEN IT CAME TO OUR CITIZEN ADVISORY FORMAT. 

WE TOOK LONGER THAN USUAL, BUT I THINK IT WAS 

APPROPRIATE. WE WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE BOARD OF 

THE ENVISION CENTRAL TEXAS PROJECT TO MAKE SURE 

THAT AS WE MOVE FORWARD AS THE CORE CITY OF THIS 

FIVE-COUNTY REGION, WE KEEP THE FUNDAMENTAL 

PRINCIPLES OF ENVISION CENTRAL TEXAS IN MIND AS WE 

MAKE THESE CRITICAL CAPITAL INVESTMENTS. AND I THINK 

THAT THAT STRUCTURE AND THEN THAT ADDITIONAL TIME, 

FRANKLY, HAS PAID OFF. THEN, OF COURSE, WE HAD THE 

REMARKABLE AMOUNT OF CITIZEN INPUT AND ADVOCACY 

INPUT FROM ACROSS THE BOARD AND COMMUNITY. THERE 

WAS A REMARKABLE AMOUNT OF PUBLIC INPUT 



THROUGHOUT THIS YEAR, 15 MONTHS OR SO, FORM AWILL 

IN SETTINGS HERE IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS. 

REALLY JUST AS IMPORTANTLY AND PROBABLY LARGER IN 

THAT CONTEXT, INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATIONS, PHONE 

CALLS, E-MAILS, NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS, CERTAINLY 

DURING TWO DIFFERENT COUNCIL CAMPAIGNS. IT WAS A 

FREQUENT TOPIC AND WOULD USUALLY BE BROUGHT UP TO 

ALL OF THE CANDIDATES AND ALL OF THE RACES OVER 

THESE PAST TWO ELECTIONS. SO I THINK THE AMOUNT OF 

CITIZENRY INPUT HAS BEEN REMARKABLE. LASTLY I WANT 

TO COMMEND STAFF. WE STAFFED THE CITIZEN ADVISORY 

PROCESS I THINK VERY APPROPRIATELY. THE CITY 

MANAGER'S OFFICE, PARTICULARLY THE FINANCIAL STAFF 

THAT SHE HAS, WORKED VERY DILIGENTLY, PUT IN A LOT OF 

HOURS TO HELP THE CITIZENS UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 

OF HOW WE GO ABOUT THIS, BUT OF COURSE ALSO HELPING 

US AS MEMBERS OF COUNCIL TO MAKE SURE WE HANDLED 

THIS IN AN APPROPRIATE WAY. WE'RE VERY PROUD OF OUR 

BOND RATING FOR THIS CITY AND HOW WE'RE PERCEIVED 

ON WALL STREET AND OTHER PLACES AS A VERY 

IMPORTANT LINK FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO HAVE AND 

MAINTAIN AND WE HAVE BEEN DOING THAT AND ACTUALLY 

IMPROVING IN MY OPINION THAT REKNOWNED REPUTATION 

THAT WE HAVE FROM A FINANCIAL STANDPOINT. I CAN'T 

TELL YOU HOW PROUD I AM OF THE PROCESS. I THINK IT HAS 

GOTTEN US -- WE FIND OURSELVES NOW IN A GOOD SPOT 

TO MAKE DECISIONS. AND THESE STILL AREN'T EASY 

DECISIONS. THERE CLEARLY ARE MORE NEEDS THAN WE 

HAVE RESOURCES, BUT I THINK THAT THE BALANCE'' R. ARE 

ON' --BALLOTS THAT WE HAVE SEEN IN THE DRAFT FORM 

WILL SERVE THIS COMMUNITY VERY, VERY WELL. SO 

COUNCIL, WITHOUT OBJECTION, LET'S GET STARTED. I FIRST 

WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

FOR A MOTION.  

Dunkerley: THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MAYOR. I'D LIKE TO 

CHANGE THE WHOLE MOTION A BIT BY SAYING I'D LIKE TO 

MOVE THAT WE ADOPT A SEVEN YEAR PROGRAM RATHER 

THAN A SIX-YEAR PROGRAM. BY DOING THIS IT ALLOWS US 

TO KEEP THE TAX RATE BELOW THE TWO CENTS 

PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 

ALLOWING US TO HAVE MORE BONDS IN THE BOND 



PACKAGE. SO WE WOULD MOVE FROM 539 MILLION UP TO 

567 MILLION, AND THAT WOULD RESULT IN A TAX IMPACT OF 

1.88 CENTS RATHER THAN THE TWO CENTS AS PREVIOUSLY 

DESCRIBED. SO THAT IS MY MOTION.  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE A MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN 

TO ADOPT THIS AS A SEVEN YEAR BOND PROGRAM, 

AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $567 MILLION, RESULTING IN AN 

ADDITIONAL TAX RATE OF 1.88 CENTS. MOTION AND A 

SECOND ON THE TABLE, COUNCIL. FURTHER COMMENTS 

SOME COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

I'M DOING THE MATH AS WE SPEAK. THIS TRANSLATES INTO -

- JUST SO PEOPLE KNOW WHAT THEY GET FOR ALL OF THIS, 

IT TRANSLATES INTO $3.13 A MONTH FOR THE AVERAGE 

HOMEOWNER. SO FOR $3.13 A MONTH YOU CAN GET SOME 

REALLY IMPORTANT INVESTMENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY'S 

FUTURE. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I HOPE WE ALL 

REMEMBER IS THAT WHEN YOU DRIVE AROUND THE 

STREETS EVERYDAY AND SEE EVERYTHING YOU LOVE 

ABOUT AUSTIN, WHETHER IT'S THE PARKS OR THE 

SIDEWALKS OR THE STREETS OR THE PUBLIC SPACES OR 

THE CULTURAL FACILITIES, EVERYTHING YOU LOVE ABOUT 

AUSTIN. NOW IT'S OUR TURN. FOR THE COST OF $3.13 A 

MONTH WE CAN MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO PROVIDE A 

BETTER FUTURE FOR OURSELVES AND FOR OUR CHILDREN 

AND GRANDCHILDREN. SO IT'S A REAL SMALL COST, $3.13 A 

MONTH, AND IT MAKES SURE THAT WE DON'T BECOME THE 

FIRST GENERATION THAT TOOK MORE THAN WE GAVE FROM 

THIS COMMUNITY. >>  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON OUR MAIN MOTION? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE. -- I'M SORRY, 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I'M SORRY, MAYOR. I DID WANT TO COMMEND 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY AND OUR CITY STAFF FOR 

IDENTIFYING THIS OPTION OF INCREASING THE LENGTH OF 

THE BOND PROPOSAL, WHICH IMPACTS OUR CITIZENS AND 

TAXPAYERS AND IT ALSO ALLOWS US THE ABILITY TO 

INCREASE THE AMOUNT INVESTED IN THESE CRITICAL 



AREAS THAT WE'VE HEARD NEED TO BE FURTHER 

SUPPORTED. AND SO I WANT TO THANK COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY IN PARTICULAR AND CITY STAFF FOR WORKING 

THROUGH ALL OF THE DIFFERENT IDEAS WE'VE HAD OVER 

THE LAST TWO TO THREE MONTHS, AND FOR THE 

COMMUNITY, AGAIN FOR BEING ACTIVE AND INVOLVED IN 

THIS PROCESS AND HELPING US TO TO THINK THROUGH 

THESE ISSUES. THANKS, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 

SAY AYE. MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SEVEN TO ZERO. 

WITH THAT MOTION WE CAN NOW TAKE UP THE INDIVIDUAL 

PROP PROPOSITIONS. SO MR. CANALY, COULD YOU RECAP 

PROP 1 FOR US?  

YES, MAYOR. PROP 1, CURRENTLY PROP 1 IS OUR 

TRANSPORTATION PROPOSITION IN THE AMOUNT OF $103.1 

MILLION. I'LL BRIEFLY TELL YOU WHAT THE PIECES OF THAT 

ARE. STREET RECONSTRUCTION, 85 MILLION. OUR TRAFFIC 

SIGNAL NETWORK, EIGHT MILLION. SIDEWALKS, 8.1 MILLION. 

AND FINALLY BIKEWAYS AT ONE MILLION. FOR A TOTAL OF 

$103.1 MILLION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. COUNCILMEMBERS, REMEMBER 

THAT WE WILL TAKE UP THE ORDER OF THE BALLOT LATER. 

THIS IS SIMPLY THE WAY THAT WE STRUCTURED THESE 

DISCUSSIONS NOW FOR MONTHS. SO ANY AMENDMENTS. 

HEARING NONE, I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON PROP IS ON 

TRANSPORTATION.  

Dunkerley: I MOVE THAT WE ENTERTAIN THE BOND 

PROPOSITION IN THE AMOUNT OF 103.1 MILLION.  

Thomas: I'LL SECOND THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY, SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM ON THIS 

PROPOSITION 1 TRANSPORTATION ITEM OF $103.1 MILLION. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  



AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU ALL. MR. CANALLY, PROP 2?  

THIS IS FOR WATER QUALITY AND LAND FOR $102 MILLION. 

THAT IS IN TWO COMPONENTS. 95 UNTIL DOLLARS IS FOR 

DRAINAGE TO CONTINUE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR 

DRAINAGE MASTER PLAN AND $30 MILLION IS FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF WATER QUALITY PROTECTION LAND FOR A 

TOTAL AGAIN OF $125 MILLION CURRENTLY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. CANALLY. COUNCIL, 

AMENDMENTS TO THIS POTENTIAL PROPOSITION? 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: THE PROPOSITION CURRENTLY CONTAINS 30 

MILLION FOR WATER QUALITY PROTECTION AND LANDS? 

AND I WOULD MOVE THAT WE INCREASE THAT FROM 30 

MILLION TO 50 MILLION, WHICH IS -- IT'S FIVE MILLION 

DOLLARS HIGHER, ACTUALLY SIX MILLION DOLLARS HIGHER 

THAN THE RECOMMENDATION WE RECEIVED FROM THE 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE. AND ALSO INCLUDE IN THE MOTION 

INSERTING THE WORDS OPEN SPACES AS YOU MENTIONED 

IN YOUR OPENING REMARKS IN PART ONE AND PART TWO 

OF THE DRAFT ORDINANCE. >>  

Kim: MAYOR, I'LL SECOND THE MOTION AND SAY THAT I'M 

GLAD WE'LL BE ABLE TO ADD MORE TO OUR AQUIFER LAND. 

IT WILL COME FROM VARIOUS LANDS, FROM VOLUNTARY 

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS TO FEE SIMPLE. THERE ARE 

MANY DIFFERENT WAYS TO ACQUIRE THE LAND TO MAKE 

SURE IT'S PROTECT AND THAT WE CAN PRESERVE IT FOR 

PROTECTING OUR WATER QUALITY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO I HAVE A MOTION BY 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM AS OUTLINED, INCREASING THE -- 

ACCEPTING THE STAFF 'S RECOMMENDATION ON THE 

LANGUAGE CHANGE, INCLUDING THE WORDS "OPEN SPACE", 

INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF THAT OPEN SPACE ACCUSE 

WITH A VISION FROM 30 MILLION TO $50 MILLION, AND SO 

THE TOTAL PROPOSITION AMOUNT OF $1,045,000,000 -- $145 



MILLION. THIS IS DRAINAGE AND WATER QUALITY OPEN 

SPACE LAND. FURTHER COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: JUST A QUESTION OR A POINT. I'LL SEE IF STAFF CAN 

SHARE SOMETHING WITH ME. IN THE PAST IN TERMS OF 

USING G.O. BONDS FOR OPEN SPACE AND WATER QUALITY 

PROTECTION, HOW MUCH HAVE WE INVESTED IN THE PAST? 

[ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND, 

COUNCILMEMBERS LEFFINGWELL AND KIM. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON PROPOSITION 2? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE 

IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF. THANK 

YOU ALL. GREG, PROP 3.  

MOVING ON, OUR PARKS FACILITY AND PARKLAND 

PROPOSITION, AGAIN CURRENTLY PROPOSITION 3, THE 

TOTAL ON THAT IS 85.2 -- EXCUSE AMERICA 58.2 MILLION -- 

$85.2 MILLION. $20 MILLION AGAIN AS I MENTIONED IN THE 

OPENING MARKS IS FOR PARKLAND ACQUISITION, BOTH 

NATURAL AREAS AS WELL AS INFILL AND GREEN WAYS. THE 

ADDITIONAL 56.2 MILLION IS -- 65.2 MILLION IS PARKS 

FACILITY, FACILITIES, POOL, INFRASTRUCTURES, INCLUDES 

SUCH ITEMS AS THE NORTH AUSTIN RECREATION CENTER 

AND SKATE PARKS AND BMX PARKS. AGAIN FOR A TOTAL 

PROPOSITION 3, PARKS FACILITY AND PARKLAND OF 85.2 

MILLION.  

THANK YOU, MR. CANALE. BEFORE I ENTERTAIN MOTIONS ON 

THIS POTENTIAL PROPOSITION, I JUST FIRST WOULD LIKE TO 

REITERATE A CONCERN OF MINE THAT I STATED BEFORE 

THAT I KNOW I SHARED WITH SEVERAL MEMBERS OF 

COUNCIL, THERE'S A LOT OF CONSENSUS ABOUT IT 

ACTUALLY IT WAS JUST THE CONCERN THAT AS PART OF 

THIS SPECIFIC LINE ITEM AS IT CAME FORWARD BOTH 

THROUGH THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, TO US AS A 

COUNCIL, WAS THE OWE WAS WHAT APPEARED TO, WE 

UNDERSTAND THE RATIONAL AND JUST THE NATURE OF THE 



DYNAMICS OF A NUMBER OF WHAT I CALL SMALL INDIVIDUAL 

PARKS PROJECTS THAT -- THAT I WOULD CHARACTERIZE 

GENERALLY SPEAKING AS MAINTENANCE. NO ONE 

DISAGREES WITH THAT, BUT JUST A PROBLEM OF US HAVING 

-- NOT HAVING HAD THE WHEREWITHAL OVER THE PAST FEW 

YEARS TO ACCOMPLISH THEM. AND JUST SO HAPPENS 

THERE WERE A DOZEN OR MORE OF THESE SMALL 

PROJECTS AND WHEN YOU ADD THEM ALL UP, IT WAS 

APPROACHING TWO MILLION. AND SO WHILE I HAD THE 

CONCERN ABOUT -- ABOUT TAKING LONG-TERM DEBT AND 

USING THEM ON PROJECTS THAT ARGUABLY WERE 

MAINTENANCE RELATED, FRANKLY WERE SO SMALL AS 

WELL, THAT IT JUST SEEMED TO US THAT WE WOULD HAVE 

THE -- WE WOULD HAVE THE -- THE DESIRE AND THE -- THE -- 

YOU KNOW, THE -- THE DISCIPLINE GOING FORWARD ON OUR 

ANNUAL BUDGET PROCESSES TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR 

PARKS DEPARTMENT HAS THE ABILITY ON AN ANNUAL 

ONGOING O AND M BASIS TO DO THIS AND FREEING UP 

CAPITAL OPPORTUNITIES. AT THE SAME TIME AS MAYOR PRO 

TEM WAS LEADING US THROUGH SOME OPPORTUNITIES 

WHEN IT CAME TO THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN QUALITY OF LIFE 

SCORE CARD, HOW TO COME UP WITH LONG-TERM CAPITAL 

INVESTMENTS WITH THAT CONCEPT AND SO -- SO I JUST 

WANT TO STATE THAT I'LL BE WORKING WITH THE CITY 

MANAGER'S OFFICE AND NO OTHER COUNCIL OFFICES WILL 

BE AS WELL AS WE ENTER THESE BUDGET DELIBERATIONS 

TO ESSENTIALLY FIGURE OUT HOW TO FIND THE -- YOU 

KNOW, THE MODEST AMOUNT OF CASH OR JUST THE 

WHEREWITHAL ON THE ANNUAL O AND M BUDGET TO ALLOW 

US TO MAIN T.A.B.C. FACILITIES IN A -- TO MAINTAIN 

FACILITIES IN AN APPROPRIATE WAY, NOT HAVE A CAPITAL 

IMPACT LIKELY HAVE ANOTHER ONE OF THESE BOND 

DISCUSSIONS FOR FIVE, SIX, EIGHT, 10 YEARS. HAVING SAID 

THAT, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE MAYOR PRO TEM 

THOMAS FOR A POTENTIAL AMENDMENT.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, MAYOR. I AGREE WITH WHAT YOU ARE 

SAYING, BUT I REALLY WANT THE FUTURE COUNCIL TO 

REALLY LOOK AT THAT $500,000 IN THE BUDGET TIME, THERE 

TO ADVOCATE FOR THAT. THE PERSON THAT'S COMING IN 

PLACE 6, THE OTHER NEW COUNCILMEMBERS KNOW HOW 

IMPORTANT THIS PARTICULAR PROJECT WAS TO THE 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVE. SO I WILL 

MAKE A MOTION THAT I MOVE THAT WE REDUCE THE PARK 

RENOVATION AMOUNT BY TWO MILLION AND TO 

REALLOCATE 500,000 OF THE TWO MILLION TO -- TO THE 

RENOVATION OF THE ROSEWOOD PARK -- ROSEWOOD PARK 

HOUSE AS PART OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN QUALITY OF 

LIFE INITIATIVE.  

MAYOR, I SECOND THAT MOTION.  

SO MOTION MADE BY MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS, SECONDED 

BY COMMITMENT TO REDUCE THE -- REDUCE THE PARKS 

RENOVATION AMOUNT OF THIS LINE ITEM BY TWO MILLION. 

REALLOCATING HALF A MILLION OF THAT TO THE 

ROSEWOOD PARK HOUSE, WE WILL TALK ABOUT THE REST 

OF THOSE FUNDS LATER I SUS SUSPECT. SECONDED BY 

COMMITMENT. COUNCILMEMBER KIM. FURTHER COMMENTS 

ON PROP 3, THE PARK FACILITIES AND PARKLAND PROP? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. THANK 

YOU ALL VERY MUCH. THAT'S -- SO THAT WAS THE -- MAYOR 

PRO TEM THOMAS' AMENDMENT OF THE REDUCTION. OTHER 

AMENDMENTS REGARDING THE PARK FACILITIES AND 

PARKLAND?  

YES, MAYOR.  

Kim: I HAVE A MOTION HERE TO ADD 500,000 FOR 

RENOVATIONS TO THE ELIZABET NEY MUSEUM AND 

SUZANNA DICKINSON HOUSE FOR A TOTAL INCREASE OF $1 

MILLION.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN TO 

ADDITIONALLY AMEND THIS PROPOSITION 3 AGAIN WITH 

HALF A MILLION TOWARDS THE RENOVATION OF THE NEY 

MUSEUM, HALF A MILLION TOWARD THE RENOVATIONS OF 

THE DICKINSON HOUSE FOR A TOTAL INCREASE OF ONE 

MILLION. FURTHER COMMENTS ON COUNCILMEMBER KIM'S 

AMENDMENT? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 



SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. OTHER 

AMENDMENTS, COUNCIL? AGAIN, WE ARE STILL ON 

PROPOSITION 3, PARK FACILITIES AND PARKLAND. 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

Leffingwell: I MOVE THAT WE ADOPT THE PARK FACILITIES 

AND PARKLAND PROPOSITION AND AS AMENDED IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $84.7 MILLION, WITH 64 64.7 MILLION FOR THE 

PARKS FACILITIES AND $20 MILLION FOR PARKLAND.  

I WILL SECOND IT, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL ON THE BROADER PROP 3 PARK FACILITIES 

AND PARKLAND PROPOSITIONS, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF -- 

AMENDED PROPOSITION 3 MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-

0. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING. MR. CANALE.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. RECAPPING THE AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING PROPOSITION, THAT'S FOR $50 MILLION, FOR TWO 

PROGRAMS THAT THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT DOES, A 

RENTAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, AS WELL AS 

OUR HOME OWNERSHIP PROGRAM TARGETING LOW INCOME 

TARGETING FAMILIES AND PERSONS, AGAIN $50 MILLION FOR 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  

MOTION FOR THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ITEM, 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: MAYOR AND COUNCIL AS YOU KNOW, THROUGH THE 

BOND PROCESS WE HAVE HEARD A LOT FROM THE 



COMMUNITY ON THIS ISSUE AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO 

INCREASE TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE WHAT WE 

COULD INVEST TOWARDS AFFORDABLE HOUSING. AGAIN 

THIS WILL BE THE -- NOT THE MOST WE HAVE EVER 

INVESTED BUT ACTUALLY THE FIRST TIME WE INVEST ANY 

OF OUR GO BOND FUNDING FOR THE PURPOSE OF -- 

PURPOSES OF ADDRESSING OUR AFFORDABILITY ISSUES 

AND SO -- SO I'M HAPPY TO MAKE THIS MOTION AND MOVE 

THAT WE AMEND THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROPOSITION 

BY INCREASING THE AMOUNT DEDICATED BY 5 MILLION 

FROM 50 MILLION TO 55 MILLION.  

Leffingwell: I WILL SECOND MAYOR, PROPOSE A FRIENDLY 

AMENDMENT, ALSO. AND THE AMENDMENT RELATES ONLY 

TO THE BALLOT LANGUAGE AND IN PARTS 1 AND 2, 

CHANGING IT TO READ THE ORDINANCE TO READ LANGUAGE 

FOR "FOR UN-- FOR LOW INCOME PERSONS AND FAMILIES" 

SO THAT IT WOULD READ "AFFORDABLE HOUSING FACILITIES 

FOR LOW INCOME PERSONS AND FAMILIES." AND THE REST 

OF THE LANGUAGE WOULD REMAIN THE SAME.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ DO YOU ACCEPT 

THAT?  

Alvarez: I ACCEPT THAT AS FRIENDS.  

Mayor Wynn: A MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ TO 

INCREASE THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMPONENT FROM 

50 TO $55 MILLION, SECOND BY COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL WITH THE LANGUAGE CHANGE TO INCLUDE 

FOR LOW INCOME PERSONS AND FAMILIES. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THIS PROPOSED PROPOSITION OR OTHER 

AMENDMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0.  

Dunkerly: I MOVE THAT WE ADOPT THE AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING PROPOSITION AS AMENDED IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$55 MILLION.  



Alvarez: SECOND THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: BACK TO MAIN PROPOSITION 4 MOTION BY 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, AGAIN $55 MILLION 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROPOSITION. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 

SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. 

PROPOSITION 5.  

I THINK THIS IS AN EASY ONE TO RECAP. $90 MILLION, THIS 

WOULD BE FOR A NEW DOWNTOWN CENTRAL LIBRARY.  

Mayor Wynn: LOTS OF GOOD DEBATE ABOUT THIS. I WILL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION. COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: MAYOR I WILL MOVE THAT WE ADOPT A CENTRAL 

LIBRARY BOND PROPOSITION IN THE AMOUNT OF $90 

MILLION.  

SECOND THE MOTION, MAYOR.  

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, SECONDED BY 

COMMITMENT TO -- TO PROPOSE $90 MILLION CENTRAL 

LIBRARY BOND PROPOSITION. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN?  

MAYOR, THERE'S -- THERE'S TWO IMPORTANT REASONS WHY 

WE NEED A NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY, FIRST IS THAT -- THAT 

OUR CURRENT CENTRAL LIBRARY IS REALLY DECAYING, AN 

INADEQUATE FACILITY. WE HAVE PERHAPS THE MOST 

INADVOCATE CENTRAL LIBRARY OF ANY MAJOR CITY IN THE 

COUNTRY. IT REALLY IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR CIVIC 

RESPONSIBILITY TO HAVE A -- TO HAVE A CENTRAL LIBRARY 

THAT IS ABLE TO -- TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE 

COMMUNITY. THE SECOND THING IS THAT -- IS THAT THE 

GREEN WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES SITE WHERE THE 

NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY WILL GO IS A FOUR BLOCK 

DOWNTOWN AREA THAT -- THAT WE ARE GOING TO BE 



PUTTING INTO REDEVELOPMENT LATER THIS YEAR. THE -- 

THE SUCCESS OF -- OF THE CLEAN WATER TREATMENT SITE 

REDEVELOPMENT AND REALLY THE EXPANSION OF THIS 

CULTURAL DISTRICT ALL THE WAY DOWN TO LAMAR 

BOULEVARD FROM WHERE WE SIT DOWN, THE SUCCESS OF 

THAT DISTRICT DEPENDS ON THE APPROVAL OF THE NEW 

CENTRAL LIBRARY BEING THE ANCHOR FOR THAT, WHETHER 

IT'S THE BASE BUILDING FOR A LARGER BUILDING OR AS A 

TREE STANDING BUILDING. THIS IS NOT JUST A VOTE FOR -- 

FOR OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO HAVE A GREAT CENTRAL 

LIBRARY, WHICH IS THE CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY AND AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE A BETTER COMMUNITY, BUT IT IS 

ALSO A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE SUCCESS OF OUR 

CULTURAL DISTRICT IN THIS AREA.  

THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER COMMENTS ON 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND COUNCILMEMBER KIM'S 

MOTION ON THE $09 MILLION CENTRAL LIBRARY 

PROPOSITION. COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL THEN 

ALVAREZ.  

Leffingwell: I WOULD JUST SAY THAT FUNDING IN THE 

CENTRAL LIBRARY HAS BEEN A HIGH PRIORITY FOR ME 

SINCE THE VERY BEGINNING. I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE -- THE 

MOTION, THERE HAVE BEEN SUGGESTIONS FROM TIME TO 

TIME THAT THE AMOUNT OF MONEY FOR THE LIBRARY BE 

DECREASED FROM 90 MILLION, I PERSONALLY AM 

CONVINCED THAT -- THAT ANY REDUCTION BELOW $90 

MILLION WOULD NOT -- NOT BE EVEN A STARTER FOR THE 

PROJECT, SO 90 MILLION IS THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM, THEY 

ARE GOING TO RAISE ADDITIONAL MONEYS. TO FUND THE 

REST OF THE LIBRARY COSTS AND THERE IS A CAPABILITY 

TO EXPAND THE LIBRARY THE WAY IT'S GOING TO BE BUILT, 

EXPAND IT TO WHAT WE REALLY NEED IN THE FUTURE.  

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

THANKS, MAYOR. THIS IS A VERY EXCITING PROPOSAL THAT 

WE HAVE TO PUT BEFORE THE VOTERS AND I THINK IT'S -- IT 

WILL ADD A LOT TO OUR CULTURAL RESOURCES THAT WE 

HAVE IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA AND EVEN IN OUR SECOND 

STREET -- AS PARTS OF OUR SECOND STREET DISTRICT AND 

I THINK IT'S GOING TO -- IT'S MUCH NEEDED. WE HAVE HEARD 



THAT TIME AND AGAIN. THAT'S PARTS OF THE REASON AGAIN 

THAT -- THAT WE REALLY HADN'T LOOKED AT THESE FUNDS 

FOR ANY KIND OF REDUCTION TO FUND OTHER PRIORITIES 

BECAUSE I, TOO, AS A -- AS COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL 

STATED BELIEVE THAT THIS WAS REALLY THE MEN WE 

SHOULD BE INVESTING AND NOT NECESSARILY A -- THE 

UPPER LIMIT AND WOULD HAVE LIKED TO HAVE DONE MORE, 

BUT MAYBE IN THE FUTURE WE CAN FIGURE OUT WAYS TO 

INVEST MORE, BUT I THINK THAT IT'S -- IT'S BEEN DEVISED IN 

AWAY THAT AGAIN ALLOWS US TO BE ABLE TO EXPAND -- 

AND THAT'S KIND OF WORKED INTO -- INTO THE NUMBER 

HERE THAT'S PROPOSED. BUT I ALSO THINK, YOU KNOW, 

ONE OF THE REASONS THAT WE ARE ABLE TO TAKE THIS 

SEVEN YEAR APPROACH IS BECAUSE THIS IS SUCH A LARGE 

PROJECT, YOU KNOW, THAT'S PROBABLY GOING TO HAPPEN 

TOWARDS THE LATTER END OF THIS BOND PACKAGE OR 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BOND PACKAGE AND SO THAT'S 

ANOTHER REASON, YOU KNOW, WE WERE ABLE TO KIND OF 

EXTEND, YOU KNOW, THE CYCLE FROM SIX YEARS TO SEVEN 

YEARS IS BECAUSE OF THIS -- BECAUSE OF THIS ONE 

SIGNIFICANT FACILITY THAT WE ALL VALUE BUT THAT ALSO I 

THINK GAVE US THE ABILITY TO FUND SOME OF THESE 

OTHER PRIORITIES AT THE -- YOU KNOW AT THE LEVELS 

WHERE THEY CURRENTLY ARE. SO I THINK, YOU KNOW, THE 

HOUSING ADVOCATES AND OPEN SPACE ADVOCATES AND 

OTHER CULTURAL ENTITIES THAT ARE INCLUDED ALSO I 

THINK HAVE SOME -- SOME -- SHOULD HAVE SOME 

APPRECIATION FOR THE FACT THAT THIS OF COURSE 

POSSIBLE. PARTLY I THINK PERSONALLY BECAUSE OF THE 

WAY THAT WE ARE GOING TO MOVE FORWARD WITH -- WITH 

THE NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY. THANKS, MAYOR?  

THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER.  

COUNCILMEMBER KIM?  

THE NEW LIBRARY WILL BE A SPACE NOT JUST FOR GETTING 

BOOKS, BUT I THINK A NEW WAY TO -- TO HELP BRIDGE THE 

DIGITAL DIVIDE, WE ARE SEEING MORE AND MORE THAT 

LIBRARIES ARE USING THEIR SPACE TO -- TO TEACH PEOPLE 

HOW TO USE COMPUTERS, HAVE ACCESS TO COMPUTERS, 

AS WELL AS A WAY TO -- TO GIVE EVERYONE AN EQUAL 

FOOTING IN ACCESS TO INFORMATION SO THAT THEY CAN 



LEARN A NEW CAREER, BUILD A SMALL BUSINESS, LEARN 

ABOUT A NEW INDUSTRY. LIBRARIES ARE NOT JUST FOR 

CHECKING OUT BOOKS, THEY REALLY HAVE A GREATER 

PURPOSE AND MISSION IN OUR COMMUNITIES AND SO I WILL 

LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING A NEW DOWNTOWN LIBRARY 

THAT WILL BE A GREAT PLACE FOR OUR CULTURAL ARTS, AS 

WELL AS FOR CHILDREN AS WELL AS FOR -- FOR THE 

ELDERLY. IT WILL BE A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE CAN COME 

TOGETHER AND REALLY SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE, 

EXPERIENCE, WITH OTHERS.  

Mayor Wynn: AGAIN A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE 

REGARDING $90 MILLION LIBRARY. ANY MORE 

CONVERSATION? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE. MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0MENT0. THANK YOU 

ALL VERY MUCH.  

GETTING THERE. CULTURAL FACILITIES.  

PROPOSITION NUMBER 6 IS CULTURAL FACILITIES, INCLUDED 

IN THAT IS $25 MILLION, FOR FOUR FACILITIES, THE ASIAN 

AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER, THE AUSTIN FILM STUDIOS, 

MEXICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER, THE ZACHARY 

SCOTT THEATER, AGAIN FOR A TOTAL OF $25 MILLION.  

THANK YOU, MR. CANALE. AMENDMENTS ON THE CULTURAL 

FACILITIES ITEM?  

Thomas: IF YOU DON'T MIND, I WILL MAKE A MOTION TO 

AMEND THIS PROPOSITION BY ADDING 1.5 MILLION FOR THE 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL AND HERITAGE FACILITIES.  

MOTION MADE BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO AMEND THIS 

PROPOSITION BY ADDING $1.5 MILLION FOR THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN CULTURAL AND HERITAGE FACILITIES. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE MOTION?  

IF YOU DON'T MIND, MAYOR. I REALLY APPRECIATE THE 

SUPPORT FOR THIS. THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WILL START A 

CULTURAL EVENT SIMILAR DISTRICT IN THE AREA WHERE 



THEY -- WHERE THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN QUALITY OF LIFE 

INITIATIVE GROUP WANTS TO START SOMETHING THAT WILL 

-- THAT WILL ENHANCE THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURE 

OF ART, ET CETERA, IN THE COMMUNITY THAT -- THAT A LOT 

OF US GREW UP IN AND A LOT OF US STILL WANT TO HAVE 

ACTIVITIES IN. I REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT FOR 

THIS. AGAIN MOTION AND SECOND ON THE TAPE FOR THE 

AMENDMENT. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: I WANT TO COMMEND MAYOR PRO TEM AND THE 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS THAT HAVE BROUGHT THIS 

FORWARD. I THINK THIS IS DID GO TO MAKE A BIG IMPACT, 

YOU KNOW, IN THE 11th AND 12th STREET AREA. IT'S 

IMPORTANT TO HIGHLIGHT THE CULTURAL HERITAGE AND 

TO -- TO SUPPORT ITS PRESERVATION, I THINK THIS WILL GO 

A LONG WAY TOWARDS DOING IT. FURTHER COMMENTS ON 

MAYOR PRO TEM'S AMENDMENT? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. 

FURTHER MOTIONS, AMENDMENTS, COUNCIL? EAR MAYOR, I 

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE THAT -- THAT WE ADD 5 MILLION TO 

THIS PROPOSITION FOR THE MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM.  

MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, SECONDED 

BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY TO ADD $5 MILLION TO THIS 

PROPOSITION, FOR THE MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM. 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: MAYOR, I WOULD JUST SAY IN THIS PARTICULAR 

PROPOSAL, THE -- THE AMOUNT REQUESTED IS ONLY A 

PORTION OF THE AMOUNT ANTICIPATED FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MUSEUM, WHICH IS I THINK 

ESTIMATED AT -- AT CLOSER TO 16 MILLION OR MORE. BUT 

THIS IS A GOOD WAY TO SHOW, YOU KNOW, PUBLIC 

SUPPORT OR CITY SUPPORT, YOU KNOW, FOR THE CAPITAL 

CAMPAIGN ON WHICH -- ON WHICH THE MUSEUM WILL BE 

EMBARKING.  

AGREED. FURTHER COMMENTS ON COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ'S AMENDMENT REGARDING MEXIC-ARTE? HEARING 



NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER MOTIONS, AMENDMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM? >> 

Kim: I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MOTION IN TWO PARTS. FIRST 

TO CHANGES IN WORDING. FIRST I THINK THAT WE SHOULD 

CALL THE FACILITIES INCLUDED IN THIS PROPOSITION 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL FACILITIES RATHER THAN JUST 

CULTURAL FACILITIES. AND THE SECOND PART OF THE 

MOTION WOULD THEN BE TO NAME SPECIFICALLY THE 

FACILITIES THAT WE WOULD BE RENOVATED OR 

CONSTRUCTED IN THIS PROPOSITION, I WOULD THEREFORE 

PROPOSE THAT WE INSERT AFTER THE WORDS COMMUNITY 

AND CULTURAL FACILITIES THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: 

INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION THE ZACHARY SCOTT 

THEATER AND AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL AND 

HERITAGE FACILITY, ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER, 

THE AUSTIN FILM STUDIOS, THE MEXICO MEXICAN CULTURAL 

CENTER AND THE MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM END QUOTE. THE 

REST OF THE LANGUAGE WILL READ AS IT.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS, REGARDING 

BOTH CHANGING THE DESCRIPTION TO COMMUNITY AND 

CULTURAL FACILITIES AND ITEMIZING FACILITIES WHICH 

SPECIFICALLY ARE INCLUDED. QUICK QUESTION, MR. 

CANALE. AS WITH ALL OF THESE PROPOSED COUNCIL 

AMENDMENTS YOU ALL HAVE TALKED TO -- TO BOND 

COUNCIL TO MAKE SURE THAT -- THAT THIS IS THE 

APPROPRIATE WAY TO HANDLE SPECIFIC SORT OF STATE 

PARAMETERS ON THESE ELECTIONS?  

THAT'S CORRECT, MAYOR, WE HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH 

THEM OVER THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS TO MAKE SURE ANY 

LAST SECOND CHANGES HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED AND 

REVIEWED, BY THEM AND VOTED AGAIN WITH THE STATE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL -- VETTED AGAINED WITH THE STATE 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE.  

I THINK IT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO THE VOTERS UNDERSTAND 

WHICH PROJECTS ARE IN WHICH PROPOSITION, THESE ARE 

VERY PRETTY IMPORTANT COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL 

FACILITIES FOR US, I THINK IT ACTUALLY HELPS WITH THE 

PROPOSITION. FURTHER COMMENTS ON COUNCILMEMBER 

KIM'S AND MAYOR PRO TEM'S AMENDMENT? HEARING NONE, 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. 

FURTHER MOTIONS OR AMENDMENTS, PROPOSITION 6, 

CULTURAL FACILITIES? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: YEAH, IN FACT WE HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH 

MANAGEMENT ON SOME FINANCIAL CONTROLS ON THESE 

CULTURAL FACILITIES. THERE'S BEEN SOME PROPOSED 

LANGUAGE, WHAT I'M OFFERING IS ACTIVE FROM WHAT YOU 

HAVE IN FRONT OF YOU. IT SPEAKS TO THIS. SEVERAL OF 

THE CULTURAL FACILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

INVOLVE A MATCHING FUND ARRANGEMENT AND WHAT THIS 

WOULD DO IS JUST -- JUST ESTABLISH THAT THE -- THAT THE 

BOND FUNDS BECOME AVAILABLE AT THE POINT THAT THE 

MATCHING FUNDS ARE REACHED. BECOMES KIND OF LIKE A 

CHALLENGE GRANT IN A WAY. AND I THINK THERE ARE 

ABOUT 3 -- 3 OR 4 FACILITIES ON THE BOND BALLOT THAT DO 

INVOLVE MATCHING FUNDS. SO WE WANT TO MAKE SURE 

THIS BECOMES A CHALLENGE GRANT, THE OPPORTUNITY. 

BECAUSE I SUPPORT THE INCLUSION OF EVERY ONE OF 

THESE IN THERE AND I EXPECT THAT THE -- THAT THE 

INCLUSION OF THE BOND FUNDS WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO 

GET THE FUNDRAISING SO THAT WE CAN GET THESE VERY 

NEED AND GREAT ADDITIONS TO OUR COMMUNITY IN PLACE 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. SO I'M -- I WOULD -- I WOULD 

SUGGEST THAT -- THAT THIS LANGUAGE BY THE WAY WOULD 

NOT NUMBER THE BALLOT ITSELF, IN THE BALLOT ITSELF, 

BUT COULD BE PUT IN THE ORIGIN OF THE PROPOSITION. 

THE SIGNIFICANT WORDING IS AGAIN IT WOULD NOT GO ON 

THE BALLOT, BUT IT IS TO ADD A PART 3 THAT WOULD READ 

AS AS FOLLOWS: THE COUNCIL INTENDS THAT ANY BONDS 

OR NOTES ISSUED FOR COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL 



FACILITIES THAT INVOLVE MATCHING FUNDS, THAT THESE -- 

THESE BONDS WILL BE ONLY ISSUED IN THE EVENT THAT 

THE CITY MANAGER, NOT THE COUNCIL, BUT THE CITY 

MANAGER DETERMINES THE SUFFICIENT -- SUFFICIENT 

MATCHING FUNDS HAVE BEEN RAISED BY THE -- BY THE 

ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR -- FOR CONSTRUCTING 

AND OPERATING THE COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL FACILITY IN 

QUESTION. SO THAT WHEN ADDED TO THE PROCEEDS FROM 

THE BONDS, THAT THERE WILL BE -- THAT THIS WILL FUND IN 

FULL THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL FACILITY.  

MAYOR --  

HANG ON ONE SECOND. WE HAVE A MOTION BY 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE 

ORDINANCE, NOT THE BALLOT LANGUAGE ITSELF. WE HAVE 

A SECOND ON THAT MOTION. SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY, SORRY, NOW 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM?  

Kim: I'M NOT AWARE THAT THE ORGANIZATIONS ARE 

IDENTIFIED FOR WHO WOULD BE RAISING THAT MONEY, I'M 

CONCERNED ABOUT ESPECIALLY WITH THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL'S OPINIONS ON IMPLEMENTATION -- FOR EXAMPLE, 

I'M NOT AWARE OF WHAT -- WHAT 501 C 3 ORGANIZATION 

WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR RAISING FUNDS FOR THE 

ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER, I DON'T FEEL 

COMFORTABLE WITH THIS LANGUAGE RIGHT NOW. WE DO 

HAVE ONE ORGANIZATION THAT IS IDENTIFIED FOR MEXIC-

ARTE MUSEUM. I WOULD BE OKAY WITH INCLUDING THEM 

FOR -- FOR PUTTING IN THAT PROVISION. BUT THE OTHERS I 

DON'T FEEL FEEL COMFORTABLE WITH THAT AT THIS TIME. 

ESPECIALLY WITHOUT HAVING DISCUSSED IT WITH THE 

COMMUNITY.  

CAN WE GET SOME GUIDANCE ON THIS. I THINK IT'S AN 

IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF THIS IS THAT THESE PUBLIC 

FUNDS ARE MADE AVAILABLE REALLY AS AN 

IN[INDISCERNIBLE] CHALLENGE GRANT TO MAKE SURE THAT 

WE HELP ENSURE SUCCESS, WITH THE SAME TIME HAVING A 

SITUATION WHERE BONDS ARE ISSUED TO KIND OF -- THE 

PROJECT STALLS OUT BECAUSE IT'S NOT --  



SURE, COUNCILMEMBER. BUT HOW WOULD WE KNOW WHAT 

THAT TOTAL AMOUNT WOULD BE?  

WELL, LET'S GET SOME -- LET'S GET SOME GUIDANCE HERE 

FROM STAFF. I AM SAYING I'M VERY SUPPORTIVE OF THE 

CONCEPT HERE THAT THE COUNCILMEMBER BRINGS FORT. 

THE COUNTER POINT THAT COUNCILMEMBER KIM IS MAKING 

IS THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THESE POTENTIAL MATCH 

FACILITIES, MEXIC-ARTE SPECIFICALLY, HAS IN FACT THEIR 

ORGANIZATION IN PLACE, THEIR 501 C 3 3 STATUS, ALL OF 

THAT. WE HAVE A SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITY I GUESS TO EXIST 

WITH MEXIC-ARTE, THE POTENTIAL OTHER ONES, THE -- THE 

ASIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER, MAYBE EVEN IN 

THEORY THE CENTRAL LIBRARY, PERHAPS THOSE -- THAT 

ORGANIZATIONAL RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN -- AS DEFINED 

AS WHAT WOULD BE SORT OF OBVIOUS WITH MEXIC-ARTE 

AS AN EXISTING TEXAS NON-PROFIT. SOME SUGGESTIONS -- 

AGAIN THIS IS RELATED TO THE ORDINANCE ITSELF, NOT -- 

NOT THE -- NOT THE BALLOT YOU KNOW ITEM AND/OR THE 

BALLOT LANGUAGE. SO WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT WE 

HAVE THIS DISCUSSION.  

MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, COUNCIL, MY NAME IS JIM 

WILLIAMS, I'M THE ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY IN THE LAW 

DEPARTMENT. I HEAR WHAT YOU ARE DOING HERE AND THE 

ONLY TROUBLING PART I THINK IS THAT IF YOU USE BROAD 

LANGUAGE THEN YOU -- YOU ARE NOT LIMITING ANYTHING. 

SO IF YOU -- IF YOU WANT TO NARROW IT DOWN, MAYBE YOU 

WANT TO NARROW IT DOWN TO SPECIFIC PROJECTS THAT 

WE HAVE IN MIND FOR THIS, THAT'S ONE OPTION. OR THIS IS 

--  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY.  

Dunkerly: I THINK PART OF THE PROBLEM HERE IS THAT WE 

HAVE SEVERAL PROJECT, INCLUDING ZACH SCOTT THAT 

HAVE A MUCH LARGER BUDGET FOR THEIR CONSTRUCTION 

THAN OUR CONTRIBUTION IS. SO CERTAINLY THEIR BOARD 

REALIZE IT IS THAT THEY ARE GOING TO BE IN A 

FUNDRAISING MODE TO DO THAT. IT'S GOING TO BE 

DIFFICULT PICKING AN AMOUNT, BUT THERE'S SEVERAL I 



THINK MEXIC-ARTE IS ANOTHER ONE THAT WILL BE -- AND 

FUNDRAISING MODE BECAUSE I HAVE A -- A CONTRIBUTION 

OF 5 MILLION IS NOT THE ENTIRE AMOUNT OF THEIR 

PROJECT, SO -- SO -- SO I DON'T KNOW MAYBE THERE IS 

SOME GENERAL LANGUAGE THAT FOR THOSE -- FOR THOSE 

PROJECTS THAT HAVE -- HAVE, YOU KNOW, A LARGER -- 

MAYBE WE WORK IT OUT, EACH INDIVIDUAL AGREEMENT 

WITH THAT ORGANIZATION AT A LATER DATE, BUT JUST AT 

THIS TIME. THOSE AGREEMENTS WILL BE WORKED OUT THAT 

THERE IS A -- THERE IS A -- A THRESHOLD, IT MAY NOT BE 

THAT THEY HAVE TO GET ALL OF THEIR FUNDS IN PLACE, 

BUT IF THEY GET X PERCENT OF THEIR FUNDS IN PLACE, 

THEN THEY WILL RELEASE [INDISCERNIBLE] HOURS. I THINK 

IT'S A LITTLE BIT TOO EARLY TO HAVE DONE ALL OF THAT. 

BUT I THINK THE DESIRE HERE IS TO ARTICULATE ONCE 

AGAIN THAT MANY OF THESE PROJECTS ARE REALLY JOINT 

PROJECTS WITH THE CULTURAL AGENCIES AND THAT -- AND 

THAT THEY EXPECT TO -- AND HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY 

ARE GOING TO BE RAISING ADDITIONAL FUNDS. SO I DON'T 

KNOW HOW TO DEAL WITH IT.  

MY MOTION SAYS THAT THIS IS A DETERMINATION MADE BY 

THE CITY MANAGER, SO -- SO BUT -- THE INTENTION OF MY 

MOTION AT LEAST, I MAY HAVE INARTFULLY STATED IT, BUT 

THE INTENTION OF MY MOTION IS, IS THAT WHATEVER 

ORGANIZATION IS DETERMINED BY THE CITY MANAGER TO 

BE THE ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR FUNDRAISING 

CONSTRUCTION, THAT THE CITY MANAGER WILL MAKE THE 

DETERMINATION OF WHETHER SUFFICIENT MATCHING 

FUNDS HAVE BEEN RAISED. THIS IS REALLY AN 

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGERIAL DECISION. WE RECOGNIZE 

THAT SOME OF THESE FACILITIES DO NOT HAVE 

ORGANIZATIONS IN PLACE LIKE THE ASIAN AMERICAN 

RESOURCE CENTER, WHILE THE MEXIC-ARTE ARTERY 

MUSEUM HAS A VERY WELL ESTABLISHED ORGANIZATION 

AND IS -- THIS WILL GET HIM OVER THE FINISH LINE VERY 

SOON. AND SO -- SO SIM AS ZACH SCOTT. SO IF AN 

ORGANIZATION IS NOT CURRENTLY IN PLACE, THE CITY 

MANAGER WILL BE THE ONE WHO DETERMINES WHAT THAT 

ORGANIZATION IS AND THAT THEY HAVE MET THE 

FUNDRAISING THRESHOLD. I JUST DON'T WANT US TO GET 

INTO A SITUATION WHERE WE DISBURSE PUBLIC BOND 



FUNDS FOR A PROJECT THAT'S NOT READY TO GO AND 

THERE BE ACTUALLY CREATE -- THEREBY CREATING A 

SITUATION WHERE FAILURE -- THIS IS LIKE A CHALLENGE 

GRANT TO MAKE THESE FACILITIES SUCCEED BECAUSE WE 

WANT THEM. I THINK THEY WOULD BE GREAT ADDITIONS TO 

THE COMMUNITY. I WANT TO VEST THAT DECISION MAKING 

AUTHORITY IN THE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY OF THE CITY 

MANAGER.  

[MULTIPLE VOICES]  

Mayor Wynn: SEEMS TO ME ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY HERE 

WITH THIS IS TO AVOID A SITUATION WHEREBY WE ISSUE 

BONDS, THEY SORT OF SIT IN AN ACCOUNT LIKELY WITH 

SOME NEGATIVE ARBITRAGE GOING ON, THE PROCEEDS WE 

MIGHT BE GENERATING WITH THIS BIG DEPOSIT IN SOME 

ACCOUNT SOMEWHERE DON'T COVER THE INDEBTED 

COSTS, THE INTEREST COSTS ON THAT LIKE WHAT'S 

HAPPENED WITH THE WALLER CREEK TUNNEL NOW FOR 

YEARS, BUT HAPPENED WITH THE MOA'S BOND, ULTIMATELY 

THEY DEFEASED AND GAVE BACK TO US THAT WE USED 

ANOTHER ONE. FOR US NOT TO JUMP THE GUN PERHAPS, 

ISSUE BONDS, I THINK WE ALL -- I CERTAINLY AGREE WITH, 

YOU KNOW, THE CONTEXT HERE OF -- OF JUST SETTING A 

PLACE -- IN PLACE THE ABILITY, YOU KNOW, FOR THE CITY 

MANAGER'S OFFICE TO -- TO, YOU KNOW, FIGURE OUT WHEN 

IT'S APPROPRIATE TO -- YOU KNOW, TO PULL THAT TRIGGER 

AND START THAT -- THAT PERHAPS NEGATIVE ARBITRAGE 

RUNNING.  

BEFORE YOU HAVE TO DO THIS ON THE FLY, I SEE THAT OUR 

BOND COUNCIL IS TRYING TO DRAFT SOMETHING. IS IT 

POSSIBLE TO SKIP OVER THERE, GET SOME LANGUAGE TO 

LOOK AT IT, SEE IF YOU ARE COMFORTABLE, COME BACK, 

GIVE THEM JUST A SECOND TO TRY TO WORK OUT.  

MAYOR PRO TEM?  

THAT SOUNDS OKAY, BUT I STILL AGREE WITH 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM SAYING WE HAVEN'T ALLOWED THE 

COMMUNITY AND I HAVE NO PROBLEM GIVING YOU 

AUTHORITY TO DO THAT. BUT IF WE ARE GOING TO TAKE 

TIME IN THE LANGUAGE OR SOMETHING. I THINK WE OUGHT 



TO GIVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRY TO CONTACT SHH OF THE 

PEOPLE THAT IT MIGHT AFFECT IF WE PUT THIS -- IF WE PUT 

THIS WORDING IN LAW AND SO I THINK IT WOULD -- IF WE 

COULD -- IF WE COULD KEEP THAT OPPORTUNITY, ONE OF 

US --  

OKAY.  

WELL, SO -- SO PERHAPS THEN IF WE SET ASIDE THIS 

DISCUSSION ON THE ORDINANCE ITSELF, ALLOW UNION 

SOME LANGUAGE TO BE CRAFTED FOR US ALL TO 

ALTHOUGH AT IT, FIGURE OUT HOW TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT 

IT -- WHAT APPEARS TO BE A COUPLE OF SORT OF OBVIOUS 

FUNDAMENTAL GOALS WITHOUT LIMITING OUT OF THE 

PUBLIC'S ABILITY TO, YOU KNOW, HELP US DIRECT HOW 

THAT -- YOU KNOW, THOSE TRIGGERS GET PULLED, WHILE 

AT THE SAME TIME ALLOWING THESE PROPOSITIONS WHERE 

APPROPRIATE TO SERVE THEIR PURPOSE, WHICH IS THESE 

BIG CHALLENGE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUAL 

ORGANIZATIONS.  

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO WORK ON THAT NOW AND BRING 

SOME THINGS BACK. SOUNDS LIKE WHAT YOU ARE SAYING, 

THOUGH, IS YOU WENT TO DIRECT THE CITY MANAGER TO 

ACCOMPLISH THIS WORK, SO WE WILL WORK THAT INTO A 

DRAFT.  

THAT'S WHAT I'M SAYING.  

WE UNDERSTAND.  

SO MAYOR MAYBE WE GO TO CITIZENS COMMUNICATION 

NOW, TAKE THIS UP IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS?  

MY QUESTION --  

WE COULD HOLD THE VERY LAST MAYBE APPROVAL OF THE 

WHOLE PACKAGE AND CONTINUE ON. I KNOW THAT YOU 

HAVE SOME OTHER ISSUES TO ADDRESS.  

Mayor Wynn: RIGHT, STILL WORKING OUR WAY TECHNICALLY 

THROUGH AMENDING THE SIZE AND SCOPE AND DEFINITION 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL PROPOSITION LINE ITEMS, WE THEN CAN 



ALWAYS GO BACK AT THE END TO THE ACTUAL OVER -- 

UNDERPINNING ORDINANCE THAT [INDISCERNIBLE] 

ELECTION. I THINK WE CAN STILL MOVE FORWARD WITH 

WHAT WE WERE ACCOMPLISHING WHICH IS THE, YOU KNOW, 

THE BOND AMOUNTS AMENDING THE INDIVIDUAL LINE ITEMS 

AMOUNT, DECLARING THE PROJECTS, EVEN SEQUENCING 

THE BALLOT LANGUAGE AND THEN COME BACK AND JUST 

MAKE -- DON'T PASS THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE UNTIL WE ARE 

COMFORTABLE WITH THIS LANGUAGE.  

ACTUALLY, MAYOR, OUR BOND COUNSEL JUST WAS 

ADVISING US, YOU DO HAVE THE OPTION TO GO FORWARD 

AND COMPLETE PROPOSITION 6, PROPOSITION 7, THE 

ORDER, SET THE ENTIRE BOND PROGRAM ITSELF AND THEN 

COME BACK AT A LATER DATE AND ADD IN A PART 3 INTO 

THE ORDINANCE FOR PROPOSITION 6, CLARIFYING -- 

CLARIFYING THE -- THE CONDITIONS OR ANY ADDITIONAL 

LANGUAGE THAT YOU WANT. SINCE AGAIN THIS WILL NOT BE 

PART OF THE BALLOT LANGUAGE ITSELF.  

OKAY.  

COUNCIL, WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE ARE STILL THEN ON -- 

ON PROPOSITION 6, CULTURAL FACILITIES.  

McCracken: I'M SAYING IF WE CAN GET IT KNOCKED OUT 

TODAY, I THINK IT'S AN IMPORTANT -- WE JUST -- WE'VE HAD 

SOME EXPERIENCE IN THE PAST, THE ART MUSEUM, WALLER 

CREEK WHERE WE ISSUED THE BONDS WHEN THE PROJECT 

WASN'T READY TO GO. AS YOU POINTED OUT, SO I THINK IT'S 

IMPORTANT LAYER OF FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE 

SURE THAT -- THAT THE CITY MANAGER MADE A 

DETERMINATION THAT ALL OF THE MONEY IS IN PLACE 

BEFORE WE ISSUED THE BONDS LIKE FOR THE WALLER 

CREEK TUNNEL LIKE YOU POINTED OUT. WHEN WE ISSUED 

THE BONDS, WE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH MONEY AND THEN WE 

WERE PAYING MORE TO SERVICE THE BONDS THAN THEY 

ARE PAYING IN INTEREST, SO -- SO WE DON'T WANT TO END 

UP IN THAT SITUATION.  

COUNCILMEMBER KIM?  

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, I AGREE COMPLETELY. 



REALLY THIS IS -- THESE ARE CONTINGENT UPON PEOPLE 

RAISING THE MONEY THAT -- TO COMPLETE THE PROJECTS. 

IT DOESN'T MAKE SENSE FOR US TO -- TO ISSUE THE BONDS 

IF -- IF WE KNOW THE PROJECTS AREN'T GOING TO BE 

HAPPENING BECAUSE OF LACK OF FUNDING. BUT I DO THINK 

THAT THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO ARE GOING TO BE 

WORKING ON THIS WITH THE CITY MANAGER OR WHOMEVER 

WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE TO COUNCIL OR THE CITY 

MANAGER, THEY REALLY SHOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO THINK IT THROUGH AND TO COME TO WORK WITH US 

BECAUSE THEY ARE THE ONES WHO ARE GOING TO HAVE -- 

HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY.  

YEAH, I DON'T THINK WE HAVE ANY PROBLEM WITH THAT 

BECAUSE -- BECAUSE ALL THAT WE ARE SAYING IS THE CITY 

MANAGER WILL -- WHICHEVER ORGANIZATION THAT IS, THE 

CITY MANAGER WILL WORK WITH THAT ORGANIZATION 

KNOWING THAT WE ARE SETTING SOME -- PRODUCT SOME 

ITEMS FOR MATCHING FUND ARRANGEMENTS ON THE BOND 

BALLOT TO WHICH THERE IS NO IDENTIFIED ORGANIZATION. I 

THINK, YOU KNOW, THAT'S -- SO ALL I'M SAYING IS 

WHATEVER THAT ORGANIZATION MAY BE, THAT THAT CITY 

MANAGER WILL WORK WITH THAT ORGANIZATION AND WILL 

MAKE THE DETERMINATION OF WHICH ORGANIZATION THAT 

IS. OBVIOUSLY THE COUNCIL WILL DECIDE, BUT THAT'S A 

MANAGERIAL DECISION. I DON'T --  

YEAH.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: YEAH, I WOULD -- I MEAN THIS IS SOMETHING 

IMPORTANT FOR US -- TO INCLUDE IN SOME FASHION, SOME 

LANGUAGE THAT GETS AT THIS ISSUE BECAUSE -- BECAUSE 

NOT NECESSARILY SO MUCH BECAUSE THE GROUPS THAT, 

YOU KNOW, THAT ARE INVOLVED MAY NOT RAISE THE 

FUNDS, BUT BECAUSE IF WE SELL THE BONDS FOR THOSE 

PROJECTS, IT'S NOT GOING TO BE HAPPENING FOR TWO OR 

THREE OR FOUR YEARS, THAT TAKES AWAY OUR ABILITY TO 

ISSUE THOSE BONDS FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, ROAD 

IMPROVEMENTS, PARK IMPROVEMENTS, SO FROM -- YEAH, I 

SEE IT MORE AS THE ABILITY FOR US TO FOCUS OUR BONDS 

ON THINGS THAT AREN'T GOING TO HAPPEN IN THE NEXT 



YEAR OR TWO, AND THEN -- THEN THE ONLY OTHER ISSUE I 

WANT TO KIND OF RAISE TO SEE IF IT CAN BE 

INCORPORATED INTO WHATEVER LANGUAGE IS CREATED IS 

LET'S SAY ZACH SCOTT INSTEAD OF THEM HAVING A $20 

MILLION PROJECT, THEY HAVE AN $18 MILLION PROJECT, 

YOU KNOW, IT'S STILL A PROJECT BUT THEY DIDN'T RAISE 

THE -- ADDITIONAL 10 MILLION AND SO -- SO, YOU KNOW, 

JUST TO MAKE SURE THAT -- THAT SAME THING, YOU KNOW, 

WITH THE MEXIC-ARTE EXAMPLE, YOU KNOW, THERE'S A 

CERTAIN NUMBER THAT'S BEEN PROPOSED AS THE -- AS THE 

OVERALL CONSTRUCTION COST, BUT IF IT COMES IN AT A 

LESSER AMOUNT, YOU KNOW, IT'S STILL A PROJECT BUT, 

YOU KNOW, HOW IS THAT GOING TO BE TREATED, YOU 

KNOW, IN THIS -- IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS DISCUSSION OR 

THE LANGUAGE THAT'S GOING TO BE -- GOING TO BE 

PREPARED.  

ALL RIGHT. COUNCILMEMBER, WITHOUT OBJECTION WE WILL 

SET ASIDE COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND -- I MEAN, 

SORRY, COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND DUNKERLY'S 

MOTION ON -- ON ORDINANCE LANGUAGE AND WILL KEEP 

PLUGGING AWAY THROUGH THE -- THROUGH THE REST OF 

THIS. AGAIN WE ARE STILL ON -- STILL ON POTENTIAL 

PROPOSITION 6 CULTURAL FACILITIES, ANY ADDITIONAL 

AMENDMENTS IF NOT WE CAN GO BACK TO SORT OF A MAIN 

MOTION ON PROP 6. I WILL RECOGNIZE COUNCILMEMBER 

KIM.  

MAYOR, I MOVE THAT WE ADOPT A COMMUNITY CULTURAL 

FACILITIES PROPOSITION AS AMENDED IN THE AMOUNT OF 

31.5 MILLION.  

Thomas: I WILL SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COMMITMENT, SECONDED BY 

THE MAYOR PRO TEM REGARDING PROPOSITION 6 

CULTURAL FACILITIES, COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL 

FACILITIES IN AN AMENDED AMOUNT OF $31.5 MILLION. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: THERE IS ONE OF THE ITEMS IN THE COMMUNITY 

AND CULTURAL FACILITIES LIST THAT'S ACTUALLY AN 

INVESTMENT THAT IS -- THAT IS PART CULTURAL, BUT -- BUT 



ALSO VERY EXPLICITLY IN A -- IN AN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT MODE, THAT IS THE UPGRADES OF AUSTIN 

FILM STUDIOS. AS MANY OF YOU ALL KNOW, WE HAD AN 

EXISTING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION 

INTO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE RENOVATIONS 

TO AUSTIN STUDIOS TO UPGRADE AND TO MAKE IT A -- AN 

AIR CONDITIONED FILM STUDIO WITH SOUND PROOFING TO 

PRETTY BASIC THINGS, ALSO MAKE IT A PREMIER DIGITAL 

FILM MAKING FACILITY FOR INDEPENDENT FILM MAKERS, 

WHICH IS REALLY OUR MARKET OPPORTUNITY FOR AUSTIN 

TO BECOME THE PREMIERE INDEPENDENT DIGITAL FILM 

MAKING CITY REALLY IN THE WORLD, BECOME THE 

ALTERNATIVE TO HOLLYWOOD IN THAT REGARD. WHICH IS A 

FILM STUDIO DRIVEN TYPE OF INDUSTRY IN THAT CITY. 

WHEN HURRICANE KATRINA CAME, ALL ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR OUR REGION, WITH NEW 

ORLEANS WERE WIPED OUT. THE -- THE COUNCIL FILM 

STUDY COMMISSION FOUND IF WE DO NOT UPGRADE AUSTIN 

STUDIOS FOR DIGITAL FILM MAKING ABILITY FOR SOUND 

PROOFING, FOR AIR CONDITIONING, THIS TAXPAYER ASSET 

WILL BEGIN TO DECLINE IN VALUE, WE WILL REALLY START 

TO LOSE OUR POSITION AS A FILM MAKING CITY FOR 

INDEPENDENT FILM MAKERS. THIS IS REALLY AN 

INVESTMENT IN A -- IN THE ECONOMIC FUTURE OF OUR FILM 

SECTOR THROUGH AUSTIN STUDIOS AND I THINK THAT IT'S A 

VERY WORTHWHILE INVESTMENT FOR THE TAXPAYERS.  

COUNCILMEMBER, FURTHER COMMENTS ON -- 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM?  

THE ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER IS INCLUDED IN 

THIS ITEM ON PROPOSITION 6 AND JUST TO -- THE LAYOUT A 

LITTLE BIT OF WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT, IT'S 

GOING TO BE A COMMUNITY CENTER FOR -- FOR EVERYONE 

TO ENJOY WHERE THERE WILL BE THINGS SUCH AS HEALTH 

CARES FOR THE ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, BUT ALSO 

ARTS AND CULTURAL FACILITIES SO THAT PEOPLE CAN HAVE 

LANGUAGE CLASSES, THOSE -- THOSE INTERESTED IN 

LEARNING ASIAN LANGUAGES, AS WE SAW, THE PEOPLE 

TESTIFYING FOR THE AUSTIN CHINESE SCHOOL, INCLUDING 

FAMILIES WHO HAVE ADOPTED CHILDREN FROM CHINA WHO 

WANT THEIR CHILDREN TO LEARN CHINESE, THERE ARE A 

LOT OF PEOPLE WHO ARE FINDING THAT -- THAT KNOWING 



AN ASIAN LANGUAGE IS VERY HELPFUL IN BUSINESS AS 

WELL AS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. BUT THIS IS 

SOMETHING THAT THE COMMUNITY HAS BEEN DREAMING 

ABOUT FOR SOME TIME, I'M REALLY EXCITED TO SEE THIS 

HAPPENING. I KNOW THAT AS WE GO THROUGH THE BOND 

CAMPAIGNS, PEOPLE LEARN MORE AND MORE ABOUT THIS 

FACILITY, SEE WHAT A CRITICAL ROLE IT HAS FOR QUALITY 

OF LIFE FOR ALL RESIDENTS IN TEXAS. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. A MOTION AND A 

SECOND REGARDING PROPOSITION 6 COMMUNITY AND 

CULTURAL FACILITIES IN THE AMOUNT OF $31.5 MILLION. 

FURTHER COMMENTS?  

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0.  

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, MR. CANALE.  

THAT TAKES US TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY PROPOSITION. 

AGAIN, CURRENTLY PROPOSITION 7. THIS CANES FIVE, FIVE 

PROJECTS. THE FIRST IS THE JOINT TRAINING FACILITY FOR 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENTS TO RENOVATE AS WELL 

AS EXPAND OUR CURRENT FACILITIES, A NEW POLICE 

SUBSTATION, A NEW E.M.S. STATION, A NEW MUNICIPAL 

COURT, AS WELL AS A NEW ANIMAL SHELTER. THE TOTAL IS 

$58.1 MILLION FOR OUR PUBLIC SAFETY PROPOSITION.  

THANK YOU, MR. CANALE. ANY AMENDMENTS TO THIS ITEM. 

COUNCIL? IF NOT THEN I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION.  

MAYOR, I WILL MAKE A MOTION IF YOU DON'T MIND. I MAKE A 

MOTION THAT WE ADOPT THE PUBLIC SAFETY BOND 

PROPOSITION IN THE AMOUNT OF $58.1 MILLION.  

MOTION MADE BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO ADOPT THIS PUBLIC 

SAFETY BOND PROPOSITION AND IN AN AMOUNT OF $58.1 

MILLION. FURTHER COMMENTS?  



Thomas: MAYOR, IF YOU DON'T MIND, THIS IS -- ALL OF THESE 

PROPOSITIONS ARE VERY -- VERY IMPORTANT TO THE 

COMMUNITY. BUT AS FAR AS -- AS FAR AS THIS 

PROPOSITION, PUBLIC SAFETY, IT'S -- IT SAYS A LOT 

BECAUSE THESE AREAS AND FACILITIES THAT WE ARE 

TRYING TO ENHANCE IS DEFINITELY NEEDED FOR US TO BE 

AND THE SERVE THE CITIZENS OF THIS GREAT CITY. 

ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT A SUBSTATION 

AND MUNICIPAL COURT AND E.M.S. STATIONS. NOT TO SAY 

ANYTHING ABOUT THE ANIMAL SHELTER THAT'S IMPORTANT, 

ALSO. BUT THIS IS A GREAT PROPOSITION. THAT WE NEED 

TO -- WE HOPE THE CITIZENS WILL PASS.  

AGREED.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS ON MAYOR PRO TEM'S 

POSITION REGARDING PUBLIC SAFETY BOND PROPOSITION 

$58.1 MILLION? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: I DO THINK THAT IT'S -- IT'S IMPORTANT. THE 

PUBLIC KNOWS THAT THIS IS -- THAT THIS ITEM DOES 

INCLUDE A NEW ANIMAL SHELTER, AS WE SAW DURING THE -

- DURING THE BOND ADVISORY -- DURING THE BOND 

HEARINGS, WHEN IT RAINS, THE ANIMAL SHELTER 

REGULARLY FLOODS, SO FOR ALL OF US ANIMAL LOVERS IN 

AUSTIN, AND -- AND BARNEY AND ELIZA MCCRACKEN, ELIZA 

CAME FROM THERE, I THINK IT WOULD BE A GREAT 

ADDITION, VERY DESPERATELY NEEDED FOR OUR ANIMALS.  

Dunkerly: I'M GOING TO MAKE A COMMENT AT THE VERY END. 

BUT I DO WANT TO SAY I STRONGLY SUPPORT THE ANIMAL 

SHELTER. NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF ALL OF THE ANIMALS 

THAT ARE THERE, BUT BECAUSE OF OUR -- ALL OF OUR 

EMPLOYEES THAT HAVE TO MOVE ALL OF THE ANIMALS 

FROM CAGE TO CAGE EVERY TIME IT RAINS. I'M HAPPY THIS 

IS INCLUDED.  

THANK YOU. COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

WELL, I STILL DON'T HAVE A DOG IN THIS FIGHT [LAUGHTER] 

BUT I SUPPORT --  



WOOF, WOOF.  

YOU HAD ONE EARLIER.  

SINCE THE -- [LAUGHTER]  

Mayor Wynn: IF THE ACCEPTS OF FULL DISCLOSURE, I 

SHOULD NOTE THAT THURSDAY MY DAUGHTERS ADOPTED 

LORETTA FROM THE TOWN LAKE ANIMAL SHELTER SO I DO 

HAVE A DOG IN THE HUNT RIGHT NOW. FURTHER COMMENTS 

ON PROPOSITION 7, PUBLIC SAFETY, BOND PROPOSITION IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $58.1 MILLION.  

I WOULD SAY ONE THING. I DON'T KNOW WHERE WE ARE 

GOING TO -- IF THE BOND PASSED WHERE ARE WE GOING TO 

PUT THE ANIMAL SHELTER, BUT I HOPE IT WOULD BE 

NEIGHBORHOOD FRIENDLY IF WE GO INTO A 

NEIGHBORHOOD, THAT WOULD BE MORE HAVING INPUT 

BECAUSE I THINK ONE AREA THAT WE ARE LOOKING AT, I 

DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS TOTALLY FRIENDLY, IT WASN'T 

FRIENDLY TO ME, BUT I THINK IT SHOULD BE, IF THIS BOND 

PASSES THAT WE DO CONTINUE TO HAVE COMMUNITY INPUT 

WHEREVER WE PUT THAT ANIMAL SHELTER. MAKE SURE 

THAT IT'S HOT ENOUGH SO THAT THE ANIMALS WILL BE OUT 

OF THE -- IT'S ENOUGH SO THEY WILL BE OUT OF THE 

WATER.  

I THINK IT'S GOING TO BE LOCATED AT A RESTAURANT 

[LAUGHTER]  

Dunkerly: IF I COULD MAKE ANOTHER COMMENT ABOUT THE 

ANIMAL SHELTER, IT WILL BE A TOURIST ATTRACTION. MOST 

OF THE NEW ANIMAL SHELTERS ARE JUST THAT. THEY ARE 

REALLY FINE FACILITIES, GENERALLY ENCLOSED, YOU CAN'T 

EVEN TELL THEY ARE AN ANIMAL SHELTER. IT IS WEBSITE, 

THAT PARTICULAR SHELTER IS ONE OF THEIR TOURIST 

ATTRACTIONS.  

CLOSE TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, IS IT CLOSE TO A 

NEIGHBORHOOD. SO -- OBVIOUSLY AS THE LUNCH HOUR, 

THE COUNCIL GETS ORDERLY -- GETS DISORDERLY. MOTION 

ON PROPOSITION 7, ANY DISCUSSION IN HEARING NONE, ALL 



THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. OKAY. 

SO COUNCIL THAT -- THAT FOR NOW OTHER CHANGES YOU 

MADE THE BALLOT LANGUAGE OR THE AMOUNTS OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL PROPOSITIONS I SUGGEST WE NOW ENTERTAIN 

THE ORDER OF THE PROPOSITION ON THE BALLOT, THAT IS 

WHAT THE VOTERS WILL SEE IN NOVEMBER. I WILL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON THE BALLOT SEQUENCE OR 

ORDER OF THESE SEVEN LINE ITEMS. COMMITMENT?  

MAYOR, I MOVE TO ORDER THE PROPOSITIONS AS FOLLOWS, 

PROP 1 TRANSPORTATION, PROPOSITION 2 DRAINAGE AND 

WATER QUALITY OPEN SPACE LAND, PROPOSITION 3 PARKS 

FACILITIES AND PARKLAND, PROPOSITION 4 COMMUNITY 

AND CULTURAL FACILITIES, PROPOSITION 5 HOUSING, 

PROPOSITION 6 LIBRARY, AND PROPOSITION 7 PUBLIC 

SAFETY FACILITIES.  

ONE SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COMMITMENT, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY REGARDING THE SPECIFIC 

ORDER OF THE PROPOSITIONS. AS WE HEARD NUMBER ONE 

TRANSPORTATION, NUMBER TWO DRAINAGE AND WATER 

QUALITY OPEN SPACE LAND, THREE THE PARKS ITEM, FOUR, 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL FACILITIES; FIVE, HOUSING; SIX, 

CENTRAL LIBRARY; SEVEN, PUBLIC SAFETY. FURTHER 

COMMENTS?  

Kim: ADDITIONALLY I MOVE THAT WE ADOPT A BOND 

ELECTION TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER OF 2006, IN THE 

AMOUNT OF 567.4 MILLION.  

Dunkerly: IS THAT PART OF YOUR --  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY IS THAT PART OF 

YOUR SECOND.  

Dunkerly: YES.  



Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE IDENTIFIED THE SPECIFIC BALLOT 

LANGUAGE AND THE AMOUNTS OF INDIVIDUAL 

PROPOSITIONS, WE NOW HAVE A -- WE NOW HAVE THE 

SEQUENCE MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM, SECONDED 

BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY ON THE TABLE. AND AGAIN 

THIS IS FOR THE BOND ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 

2006, IN THE AMOUNT OF $567.4 MILLION. SEVEN YEAR BOND 

PACKAGE, FURTHER COMMENTS. COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN.  

DO WE HAVE THE LANGUAGE YET, GREG.  

COUNCILMEMBER, WE ARE STILL WORKING ON THAT. SO 

WHAT WE WILL DO IS WE ARE GOING TO FINALIZE THAT AND 

THEN DISTRIBUTE IT SHORTLY HERE AND THEN WE CAN 

COME BACK.  

JUST TO YOU KNOW WHAT WE ARE GOING TO TRY TO DO 

HERE TO BALANCE SOME INTERESTS THAT WE ARE HEARING 

ON THE DAIS, YOU KNOW THE NORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCESS FOR THIS WOULD BE THAT -- THAT YOU WOULD 

SEE A SET OF PLANS. SO WHEN THERE'S A PROJECT THAT 

WILL REQUIRE SOME KIND OF MATCHING FUNDS, 

FUNDRAISING, THERE ULTIMATELY IS A GROUP THAT IS 

IDENTIFIED, THERE'S A SET OF PLANS THAT ARE LOOKED AT, 

REVIEWED BY THE CITY, SIGNED OFF ON BY THE CITY. IN 

SOME CASES LIKE MAYBE IN THE LONG CENTER, IT -- ONCE 

YOU ARE AT 80 OR 90% OF CERTAIN FUNDS RAISED, THE 

DECISION WAS MADE TO GO ON AND START MOVING 

FORWARD. IT'S -- THERE'S A NORMAL OR KIND OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS THAT WOULD HAPPEN. WE 

WANTED TO MAKE THIS LANGUAGE FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO 

ALLOW THAT KIND OF ADMINISTRATIVE WORK TO OCCUR, 

BUT TO PUT YOUR POINT ON THE TABLE THAT YOU DON'T 

WANT BONDS ISSUED BEFORE YOU HAVE A VIABLE 

PROJECT. SO I THINK THAT WE CAN GET THIS FLEXIBLE 

ENOUGH WHERE THAT INTENT IS SIGNALED, BUT THERE'S 

NOT A RESTRICTIVE MANDATE THAT WILL PREVENT US FROM 

WORKING WITH EACH GROUP TO GET THEM TO A VIABLE 

PROJECT, A VALUE ENGINEERED PROJECT IF THE FUNDS 

AREN'T 100% RAISED, WHICH IS THE PROCESS THAT WE 

TYPICALLY FOLLOW.  



MR. CANALE AGAIN, BOND COUNCIL IS VERY COMFORTABLE 

WITH US, ACCOMPLISHING WHAT WE SET OUT TO DO TODAY, 

EITHER LATER TODAY OR EVEN IN THEORY IN A FUTURE 

MEETING GOING INTO THE ORDINANCE LANGUAGE, COMING 

ONE A NEW PART 3 OR OTHER PARTS AS WELL AT SOME 

POINT IN THE FUTURE. THAT'S CORRECT, AGAIN BECAUSE 

THE ORDINANCE THAT YOU WILL BE VOTING ON WILL BE TO 

ESTABLISH THE BOND BALLOT PROPOSITION LANGUAGE AND 

AGAIN AS THE CITY MANAGER MENTIONED THEY ARE 

WORKING ON IT, IF IT'S SOMETHING THAT YOU DESIRE, YOU 

CAN TAKE UP THAT LATER IN THE DAY OR AT A LATER 

COUNCIL MEETING.  

OKAY. FURTHER COMMENTS, A FINAL MOTION AND A 

SECOND ON THE TABLE THAT ADOPTS -- THEY HAVE 

ALREADY ADOPTED THE LANGUAGE, THE AMOUNT PER LINE 

ITEM. WE NOW HAVE THE ORDER OF THESE SEVEN 

PROPOSITIONS, AGAIN FOR NOVEMBER 2006, ELECTION, IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $567.4 MILLION. FURTHER COMMENTS? MR. 

CANALE.  

MAYOR, I WILL JUST POINTS OUT UP ON THE SCREEN FOR 

EVERYONE TO SEE BOTH HOME AND HERE, IS NOW THE 

ORDER OF THE BOND BALLOT PROPOSITION WITH THE 

AMOUNT FOR EACH THESE PROPOSITIONS AND THE TOTAL 

AMOUNT OF $567.4 MILLION.  

THANK YOU, THAT HELPS A LOT, ACTUALLY, SEEING THE 

VISUAL. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE 

IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. 

CONGRATULATIONS, EVERYBODY. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY, COUNCIL, OBVIOUSLY WE ARE RUNNING A 

FEW MINUTES BEHIND, THAT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT PIECE 

OF BUSINESS, OBVIOUSLY. THAT TAKE US TO OUR GENERAL 

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION. WE HAVE A HANDFUL OF 

CITIZENS WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO ADDRESS US. WE DO 

THIS EACH WEEK ALLOWING FOLKS THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

ADDRESS US FOR THREE MINUTES APIECE ON ANY ITEM 



THAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS AND WILL FIRST 

WELCOME MR. PAUL ROBBINS, WELCOME, FOLLOWED BY 

CARRY ANNE ROSE KENNEDY.  

CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, CITY COUNCIL, I'M PAUL ROBBINS, AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST, CONSUMER ADVOCATE. OVER 

THE PAST MONTHS, I HAVE ASKED YOU TO CONSIDER THE 

ISSUE SURROUNDING TEXAS GAS SERVICE. THE COMPANY 

IS THE MAIN NATURAL GAS UTILITY IN THE AUSTIN REGION. 

ONE OF THE CITY'S POSSIBLE CHOICES IN THIS MATTER IS 

NOT TO RENEW THE FRANCHISE THAT'S COMING UP AT ALL 

BUT TO BUY THE COMPANY OUTRIGHT. THERE ARE SEVERAL 

REASONS FOR THIS, FOR INSTANCE, AT LAST WEEK CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING YOU DISCUSSED RAISING TAXES, BUT IF 

THE CITY OWNED THE GAS UTILITY, AND MADE THE PROFIT 

THIS TAX INCREASE WOULD BE LOWER, AND MAYBE EVEN 

ELIMINATED. AND THERE ARE OTHER SAVINGS TO BE HAD BY 

COMBINED UTILITY OPERATIONS. FOR INSTANCE, TAKE 

ENVELOPES. IT SEEMS LIKE AN INSIGNIFICANT MATTER. YOU 

WOULD THINK THAT WE ARE FIGHTING OVER PENNIES, BUT 

PENNIES ADD UP. AND I WAS KIND OF WONDERING WHAT IT 

WOULD COST IF THE CITY COMBINED THE BILLING 

ENVELOPES WITH THE GAS UTILITY. UNDER THE OPEN 

RECORDS LAW, I OBTAINED AVERAGE COSTS FOR CITY 

MAILING OF UTILITY BILLS, WHICH IS ABOUT 55 CENTS A 

PACKAGE AND ESTIMATED THE COST FOR THE CUSTOMERS 

WHO PAY THESE BILLS THROUGH CHECK BY MAIL AND AT 

GROCERY STORES. THE COST SAVINGS TO COMBINE CITY 

BILLS WITH CAST BILLS AMOUNTS TO $1.4 MILLION. THE 

COST SAVINGS TO CUSTOMERS WHO PAY ONLY ONE BILL 

INSTEAD OF TWO IS $1.1 MILLION. THE TOTAL IS 2.5 MILLION 

OR $13 PER CUSTOMER. IF ONE SKINNY ACTIVIST CAN FIND 

$2.5 MILLION, HOW MUCH MORE IS THERE FROM LOOKING 

CLOSELY AT ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, CUSTOMER 

SERVICE, AND MAINTENANCE? WHAT REALLY DISTURBS ME 

IS THAT THE CITY STAFF REVIEWING THE TEXAS GAS 

SERVICE FRANCHISE HAD ALREADY PREDETERMINED THE 

COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS. THERE IS A PROFESSIONAL 

TERM CALLED DUE DILIGENCE WHICH MEANS THAT -- THAT 

STAFF HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO INVESTIGATE ALL 

OPTIONS. I DON'T THINK THEY HAVE. [BUZZER SOUNDING] TO 

CONCLUDE, THIS IS A LOT OF MONEY, IF YOU ADD IT ALL UP 



AND IT'S JUST ONE SMALL AMOUNT COMPARED TO WHAT'S 

PROBABLY THERE. I'M STILL WAITING FOR THE BUILDING 

RULES TO BE RELEASED [INDISCERNIBLE] MANAGER, I WISH 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND THOMAS WELL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. ROBBINS. NEXT SPEAKER IS 

CAROL ANNE ROSE KENNEDY, WELCOME MS. KENNEDY, YOU 

WILL BE FOLLOWED BY RICHARD TROXELL.  

THANK YOU. THANK YOU. WELCOME BACK, AUSTIN COUNCIL. 

I'M GOING TO -- FINISH WHAT I STARTED TWO WEEKS AND 19 

MINUTES AGO ON THE AUSTIN COPS AND JULIE SCHROEDER. 

AND THE FIRST MEXICAN GRINGA STANDOFF IN AMERICA. I'M 

GOING TO PICK UP WHERE I LEFT OFF. THE THIRD WHITE 

AUSTIN COP STOOD HOLDING OPEN THE BATHROOM DOOR 

SO THAT ALL OF THE RESTAURANT STAFF AND PATRONS 

COULD HEAR THE GOINGS ON. NOT TO EXCLUDE MY 

URINATING. LAST AND LEAST, BUT NOT AFTER I WASHED MY 

LEFT HAND, I WAS WHITE AUSTIN COP ESCORTED TO THE 

RESTAURANT PARKING LOT, THIS WAS A BLOODY HOT 

FRIDAY AT NOON, TO BE TIGHTLY HANDCUFFED ON MY 

BROKEN ARM. I SPENT 48 HOURS IN SOUTH AUSTIN 

HOSPITAL, THEN I LOST MY 13th CAREER WITH THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT. JULIE SCHROEDER, IF I WERE IN YOUR 

BOOTS, I WOULDN'T GO BACK TO THE AUSTIN COPS FOR 

PRIDE NOR MONEY. PLEASE CALL ME. I'M SEARCHING THE 

GLOBE FOR A PARTNER IN CRIME. I JUST MIGHT HAVE A JOB 

OFFER YOU CAN'T REFUSE. AND I PROMISE YOU THAT I CAN 

BE A LOT BETTER PARTNER THAN MISS DEUR DON DOYLE IS 

TO YOU. DANIEL ROCHA SHARES AT LEAST HALF THE BLAME 

FOR HIS UNFORTUNATE LOSS OF LIFE. I PRAY THAT SOME 

DAY HIS FRIENDS, FAMILY, BUSINESS ASSOCIATES, WILL 

FIND IT IN THEIR HEARTS TO FORGIVE JULIE SCHROEDER. 

FROM THE MOMENT JULIE ACCEPTED THE JOB WITH AUSTIN 

COPS, SHE DIDN'T HAVE IT IN HER HEART TO TAKE THE LIFE 

OF ANOTHER HUMAN BEING, ESPECIALLY THE MOTHER'S 

SON. AU CONTRAIRE SHE BRAVELY ACCEPTED THAT AT ANY 

GIVEN MOMENT BEHIND THE BADGE SHE MAY LOSE HER 

OWN LIFE. I BELIEVE THAT SHE'S DUE FOR A PURPLE HEART. 

MAYBE THE CITY OF AUSTIN WOULD CONSIDER THAT 

INSTEAD OF RETROACTIVE BACK PAY AND REINSTATEMENT. 

NOT ONLY IS IT LESS EXPENSIVE BUT YOU ALL TRULY DON'T 

DESERVE HER ANYWAY. IN THE FUTURE, I WOULD REALLY 



APPRECIATE IT IF YOU ALL WOULD LOOK AT ME WHEN I 

SPEAK TO YOU. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MS. KENNEDY.  

IS MY TIME UP?  

TECHNICALLY, NOW, YOU HAVE 36 MORE SECONDS.  

I HAVE A BONE TO PICK WITH Y'ALL. ALL NINE OF US. -- ALL 

NINE OF YOU. EITHER I WOULD -- I WOULD RATHER DO IT IN 

PRIVATE, ONE ON ONE, AND I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF EACH 

AND EVERY ONE OF YOU WOULD CONTACT ME ONE ON ONE 

WE'LL DEAL WITH IT. ELSE, IF I DON'T HEAR FROM ANYBODY 

OR ALL OF YOU, MY NEXT SPEECH, NEXT WEEK, I'LL PICK MY 

BONE IN PUBLIC. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: MAYOR IF YOU HAVE, THANK YOU, MS. 

KENNEDY, NEXT SPEAKER IS RICHARD TROXELL. SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK REGARDING HOMELESSNESS IN AUSTIN. 

FOLLOWING DON SMITH, MR. DON SMITH, WELCOME. YOU 

WILL BE FOLLOWED BY PAUL REYNOLD.  

THANKS, CITY MANAGER, COUNCILMEMBERS, MAYOR PRO 

TEM, MAYOR, FOR ALLOWING US TO COME HERE TODAY TO 

SPEAK WITH YOU, MY NAME IS DON SMITH, I'M FIRE CHIEF OF 

TRAVIS COUNTY FIRE CONTROL. WE STARTED THE 

PROGRAM IN 2000 THAT'S BEEN SUPPORTED BY THE CITY 

AND TRAVIS COUNTY. TO PUT YOUNG PEOPLE FROM AUSTIN 

TRAVIS COUNTY THROUGH A FIRE TRAINING PROGRAM TO 

BE FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTERS. WE STARTED IN 2000, WE JUST 

COMPLETED CLASSICS THIS YEAR. I BELIEVE SEVEN OF 

THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE FROM CLASSICS HAVE FOUND FULL-

TIME JOBS. THE INTERESTING THING IS THAT WE HAVE PUT 

115 KIDS INTO THE PROGRAM, 105 FINISHED THE PROGRAM, 

89 HAVE FULL-TIME JOBS AS FIREFIGHTERS IN THE STATE OF 

TEXAS. I MIGHT HAVE TO CORRECT THAT. 87 HAVE -- HAVE 

FIREFIGHTER JOB, TWO WENT INTO EMERGENCY MEDICINE, 

ONE WORKING IN BRACKENRIDGE HOSPITAL, ONE IS 

WORKING IN CALDWELL E.M.S. FIRE DEPARTMENTS WHO 

HAVE HIRED OUR CADETS, OF COURSE MY FIRE 

DEPARTMENT, AUSTIN TRAVIS COUNTY, FIRE CONTROL, 

AUSTIN FIRE DEPARTMENT, HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT, 



CORPUS CHRISTI, SAN ANTONIO, KIRBY, SOUTH PADRE, 

GEORGETOWN, CEDAR PARK, ROUND ROCK, OAK HILL, 

HUDSON BEND, VOLENTE, WESTLAKE, MANOR, 

PFLUGERVILLE AND FIRE RESCUE IN SOUTHEAST TRAVIS 

COUNTY. THE PROGRAM HAS BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL. AND 

WE WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE IT. WE'VE HAD A CHAMPION 

OUT OF YOUR GROUP WHO HAS REALLY SUPPORTED THE 

PROGRAM, WHO HAS COME TO ALL OF OUR GRADUATIONS, 

AND TODAY WE WOULD LIKE TO HONOR COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ FOR THAT SUPPORT. CHIEF REYNOLDS HAS A -- 

HAS A CERTIFICATE THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO READ.  

WELCOME, CHIEF.  

GOOD MORNING OR AFTERNOON COUNCILMEMBERS, CITY 

MANAGER, MAYOR. TRAVIS COUNTY ESD NUMBER 4, 

NEIGHBORHOOD FIRE ACADEMY, PRESENTS A CERTIFICATE 

OF APPRECIATION, THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THROUGH HIS 

DEDICATION AND SUPPORT, AUSTIN CITY COUNCILMAN RAUL 

ALVAREZ HAS MADE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF 

IMAGINE YOUNG ADULTS AND FAMILIES THROUGHOUT 

AUSTIN TRAVIS COUNTY COMMUNITY. THIS CERTIFICATE IS 

ISSUED IN APPRECIATION OF COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ'S 

EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR YOUNG 

MEN AND WOMEN LIVING IN THE AUSTIN TRAVIS COUNTY 

COMMUNITY BY CREATING AN AVENUE FOR SELF 

IMPROVEMENT. AND SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. 

PRESENTED THIS 8th DAY OF JUNE, IN THE YEAR 2006, 

TRAVIS COUNTY FIRE CONTROL ACADEMY, FIRE CHIEF DON 

SMITH, FIRE COMMISSIONERS KEVIN McDONALD, 

[INDISCERNIBLE] LEWIS, REGGIE WILLIAMS, [INDISCERNIBLE] 

SOLIS AND ART MAPLE. WITH THAT SAID, COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ, WE HAVE A PRESENTATION THAT WE WOULD LIKE 

TO PRESENT TO YOU. A GIFT OF APPRECIATION. ALL OF 

THESE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN PRESENTING THIS -- THIS -- 

[LAUGHTER] --  

Futrell: WAIT A SECOND, THAT'S NOT FAIR, HE'S GETTING AN 

AX.  

I DON'T KNOW IF I SHOULD USE THAT OR NOT.  



THAT'S -- [LAUGHTER]  

WE ARE GOING TO BE REALLY NICE TO RAUL IN THE 

MEETING, AREN'T WE?  

A VERY HIGH HONOR, COUNCILMEMBER.  

ALL OF THESE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN STANDING WITH 

YOU TO PRESENT YOU WITH THIS ARE PEOPLE THAT YOU 

HAVE TOUCHED AND THAT HAVE GONE THROUGH OUR 

ACADEMY, FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART, I'M SURE 

THEIRS, WE CERTAINLY APPRECIATE IT AND LOOK FORWARD 

TO CONTINUED SUPPORT.  

Mayor Wynn: PLEASE JOIN ME IN CONGRATULATING 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ.  

WE WANT TO THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO COME 

TODAY. THIS IS REALLY AN HONOR TO COME DOWN AND 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ HAS REALLY BEEN A 

SUPPORTER FOR US AS THE -- AS THE RESOLUTION TALKED 

ABOUT. IT HAS MADE AN IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF YOUNG 

PEOPLE IN AND IN AUSTIN IN TRAVIS COUNTY. AND THAT'S 

KIND OF THE NEAT THING TO SEE IS THAT THE PROGRAM 

WAS INITIALLY STARTED TO TRY TO BRING SOME YOUNG 

KIDS OUT OF SOME TARGETED NEIGHBORHOODS AND MOVE 

THEM INTO CAREER. NOT JUST JOBS, WITH YOU INTO A 

CAREER IN -- BUT INTO A CAREER IN THE FIRE SERVICE. IT 

HAS WORKED. SO I HOPE THAT -- THAT YOU WILL CONSIDER 

LOOKING AT US AGAIN IN THE FUTURE. WE ARE TAKING 

APPLICATIONS FOR OUR CLASS NUMBER 7 AT THIS TIME. WE 

HOPE TO CONTINUE TO PRODUCE SOME OUTSTANDING 

FIREFIGHTERS IN THE FIRE SERVICE. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, CHIEF.  

Alvarez: I WANT TO THANK THE CHIEF, CERTAINLY, 

EVERYBODY INVOLVED WITH THE ACADEMY, THE CITY 

MANAGER FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND YOU -- IT'S VERY -- 

VERY MINIMAL INVESTMENT, YOU KNOW, THAT WE HAVE 

ACTUALLY MADE IN THIS PROGRAM. IT WAS -- IT WAS ONE OF 

MY YEAR ONE BUDGET -- BUDGET ITEMS THAT I SPONSORED. 

AND -- AND IT'S JUST BEEN REAL INSPIRING TO ATTEND 



THESE GRADUATIONS WHERE YOU HAVE THAT EVENT AT 

TRAVIS COUNTY EXPO CENTER, YOU KNOW, FULL OF THE 

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE CADETS OR THE 

FIREFIGHTERS AS THEY ARE GRADUATING AND BECOMING 

FIREFIGHTERS AND -- AND THERE'S A -- THERE WAS MANY A 

GOOD SPEECH WRITER THERE HONK THOSE -- THOSE WHO 

GRADUATED AT THE TOP OF THE CLASS, THEY GET TO GIVE 

A SPEECH AND MIGHT HAVE TO TAKE SOME LESSONS FROM 

THOSE FOLKS IN THE FUTURE, BUT THERE'S BEEN -- IT'S 

BEEN A PLEASURE JUST WORKING WITH -- ON THIS BUT 

REALLY, YOU KNOW, THE FOLKS WHO MANAGE THE 

PROGRAM ARE -- I HAVE HEARD SOME -- SOME -- THAT CHIEF 

REYNOLD IS -- IS A VERY CHALLENGING PERSON, YOU KNOW, 

TO GUIDE THE CADETS THROUGH THE PROGRAM AND SO -- 

SO I -- I TRUST THAT THAT REPAIRS THESE -- THESE -- 

PREPARES THESE YOUNG PEOPLE FOR -- FOR THE 

PROFESSION, YOU KNOW, THAT THEY ARE LEARNING ABOUT. 

AND SO I'M INDEBTED TO THESE INDIVIDUALS, TO CHIEF 

SMITH AND REYNOLD FOR CONTINUING TO DO THIS AND TO 

INTRODUCE THIS PROFESSION TO A LOT OF FOLKS WHO 

MAY BE -- WHO MAYBE HAVE NEVER CONSIDERED THIS AS 

AN OPTION, AS THEY LEAVE HIGH SCHOOL, AND I THINK AS 

GROWING UP AS A YOUNG BOY, I WOULD HAVE GREATLY 

BENEFITED FROM SOMETHING LIKE THAT. SO KEEP UP THE 

GOOD WORK, CHIEF, I REALLY APPRECIATE THIS. MEANS A 

LOT.  

ALL RIGHT.  

THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER, CONGRATULATIONS.  

OUR NEXT SPEAKER IS CAROL LEE, FOLLOWED BY PAT 

JOHNSON.  

THANK YOU, HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS. 

MY NAME IS CAROL LEE AND I'M A RESIDENT OF THE GLEN 

LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD, WHICH IS LOCATED OFF CITY PARK 

ROAD NEAR EMMA LONG METROPOLITAN PARK. I ALSO AM 

THE GLEN LAKE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 2222 COALITION 

OF NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS. CONA, WHICH 

REPRESENTS ALMOST 3,000 FAMILIES WHO LIVE IN THE 2222 

CORRIDOR. I AM HERE TODAY ON BEHALF OF ALL OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS REPRESENTED BY CONA AND AM JOINED 



BY SEVERAL REPRESENTATIVES FROM OTHER 

NEIGHBORHOODS. CONA HAS ROOTS DATING TO 1991 AND 

HAS WITNESSED THE INTENSE PRESSURE THAT 

DEVELOPERS, THEIR LOBBYISTS AND LAWYERS HAVE 

PLACED ON THE CITY OF AUSTIN FOR HIGH DENSITY 

DEVELOPMENT IN THIS ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 

REGION THAT HOSTS ENDANGERED HABITAT AND 

CONTRIBUTES TO OUR DRINKING WATER SUPPLY. AS SUCH, 

WE HAVE SPENT HUNDREDS OF HOURS ATTENDING 

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD, ZONING AND PLANNING 

COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS. THIS HAS 

PROVIDED TO US MUCH INSIGHT INTO HOW OUR CITY IS RUN 

AND TO THE WIDE VARIETY OF COMPLEX ISSUES THAT COME 

BEFORE THE COUNCIL. WE HAVE GAINED A TREMENDOUS 

APPRECIATION FOR WHAT'S SERVING AS A PUBLIC OFFICIAL 

ENTAILS, WE THANK ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE AND 

DEDICATION TO PUBLIC OFFICE. TODAY WE ARE HERE TO 

GIVE SPECIAL THANKS AND RECOGNITION TO 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. THROUGHOUT HIS TWO TERMS 

AS PLACE 6 REPRESENTATIVE ON CITY COUNCIL, RAUL 

ALVAREZ HAS DEMONSTRATED CONSISTENT INTEGRITY AND 

LEADERSHIP FOR THE ENTIRE CITY OF AUSTIN. AS IS 

TRADITION FOR THE PLACE 6 OFFICE HOLDER, 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ HAS BEEN A CHAMPION FOR 

ISSUES THAT PARTICULARLY AFFECT EAST AUSTIN. AND WE 

APPLAUD HIS INITIATIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO GIVE 

THE EAST AUSTIN AREA OF OUR COMMUNITY THE FOCUS 

AND PRIORITY IT DESERVES. BUT IT'S CALLED FOR WITH THE 

AT LARGE STRUCTURE OF THE COUNCIL, COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ HAS ALSO SERVED VERY ADMIRABLY AS A 

REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL OF THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN. 

TIME AND AGAIN WE HAVE WITNESSED HIM GIVE 

THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION TO A WIDE VARIETY OF 

ISSUES. PROVIDE SUBSTANTIATED ARGUMENTS FOR HIS 

POX AND CAST A -- FOR HIS POSITION AND CAST A VOTE 

THAT HE FEELS IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF ALL OF THE 

CITIZENS OF AUSTIN. AT TIMES HE HAS BEEN ALONE OR IN 

THE MINORITY AND STANDING UP TO CITIZENS AND 

NEIGHBORHOODS. BUT HE HAS NOT LET THAT SWAY HIS 

MIND OR PRINCIPLES IN STRIVING TO ACT IN THE BEST 

INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC. WHAT MORE COULD ONE ASK 

FOR FROM A PUBLIC OFFICIAL? COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 



WE WISH THAT YOU COULD SERVE ANOTHER TERM ON THE 

CITY COUNCIL AND WE WILL ALL MISS YOUR PRESENCE ON 

THE DAIS. IN MEETING WITH MIKE MARTINEZ RECENTLY WE 

TOLD HIM THAT HE HAS A VERY BIG PLACE TO FILL AND WE 

ARE HOPEFUL THAT HE WILL STRIVE TO PROVIDE THE 

QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP THAT YOU HAVE. [BUZZER 

SOUNDING] WE WISH YOU THE ABSOLUTE BEST IN 

WHATEVER YOU UNDERTAKE NEXT AND HOPE THAT YOU 

HAVE MANY HAPPY THURSDAY EVENINGS WITH YOUR 

FAMILY. PLEASE KNOW THAT SHOULD YOU RETURN TO 

PUBLIC SERVICE OR UNDERTAKE EFFORTS THAT NEED 

PUBLIC SUPPORT, YOU HAVE AN ADMIRING GROUP OF FANS 

AND SUPPORTERS FROM ALL OVER AUSTIN, ESPECIALLY 

THOSE OF US IN THE 2222 CORRIDOR. THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH FOR YOUR SERVICE.  

Thomas: MAYOR, IF YOU DON'T MIND -- [ APPLAUSE ] MS. LEE, I 

REALLY APPRECIATE ALL THAT YOU SAID IN PLACE 6, BUT I 

WILL TAKE SOME OF THAT, TOO. HE'S IN PLACE 2. 

[LAUGHTER]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. OUR LAST SPEAKER, COUNCIL, IS 

PAT JOHNSON, WELCOME, PAT, THREE MINUTES.  

[INDISCERNIBLE] TODAY YOU ARE GOING TO BE ASKED BY 

STAFF TO APPROVE THE NEW RULES, REGARDING THE 

PROBLEMS THAT ARE CONTINUING TO OCCUR TODAY. THEY 

HAVE BEEN OCCURRING SINCE 1992 WHEN IT ALL WENT INTO 

EFFECT. THERE'S ONE THING THAT WE CANNOT HAVE IN 

OUR COMMUNITY IS VIOLENT CRIMINAL OCHDERS BEING 

ALLOWED TO BE ISSUED A WRECKER LICENSE. THOSE TYPE 

OF INDIVIDUALS THAT COME IN CONTACT WITH OUR 

CITIZENS, AS BREWSTER MCCRACKEN SAID AT ONE TIME, 

WRECKER DRIVERS SEXUALLY HARASSING FEMALES. IS 

THAT WHAT WE WANT FOR OUR CITY? NO. GO AHEAD. BACK 

IN MAY OF 2004, SOME OF YOU ALL MIGHT REMEMBER, THE 

OLD [INDISCERNIBLE] BUILDING, I TOLD THE COUNCIL THERE 

WERE SEVERAL TOWING COMPANIES PREYING ON HISPANIC 

PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THE RULES 

WERE, THEY DIDN'T UNDERSTAND ENGLISH. THEY THOUGHT 

GETTING THEIR CAR TOWED WAS JUST A FACT OF LIFE. 

AFTER THAT INCIDENT OCCURRED, ONE OF THE LOCAL 

TOWING COMPANIES, SENT THE DRIVERS OUT HUNTING FOR 



ME.  

OUT A SAINT JOHN'S, IT WAS A VERY SAD EXPENSE TO BE 

HONEST WITH YOU, A.P.D. DID THEIR JOB IN FILING THE 

CONDO, THE TIME IT GOT TO THE COURTS, ALL THE WAY 

DOWN TO TERRORIST THREATS, FOR HOW THEY CAN 

CONSIDER A TERRORIST THREAT WHEN SOMEBODY TRIES 

TO RAM YOU WITH A TOW TRUCK. WE DON'T NEED TOW 

TRUCK DRIVERS CHASING DOWN CITIZENS IN TOW TRUCKS 

TRYING TO CAUSE BODILY HARM. TODAY STAFF REGARDING 

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IS GOING TO ASK YOU TO PASS 

THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS, SET THE GROUNDWORK 

FOR WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? THE ONLY WAY THAT WE 

CAN ADEQUATELY ENFORCE THE NEW ROWLS AND 

REGULATIONS IF THEY HAVE MORE MANPOWER DOWN 

THERE. THE WAY IT IS NOW, WE MAY BE HOLDING CLOSE TO 

200 OFFICE REPORTS THAT HAVE TO BE INVESTIGATED. WE 

HAVE ONE PERSON DOWN THERE THAT HAS TO INSPECT 

TOW TRUCKS, ISSUE WRECKER LICENSES, DO 

INVESTIGATIONS, THE TIME THAT THE [INDISCERNIBLE] 

FINALLY GET IN CONTACT WITH THE VICTIMS DOWN THERE, 

A YEAR DOWN THE ROAD, THEY CAN'T FIND THEM, PEOPLE 

HAVE LOST INTEREST. WE HAVE GOT TO DEVELOP A WAY TO 

PROVIDE BETTER SERVICE TO OUR CITIZENS WHO BECOME 

VICTIMS. THE CITY MANAGER, I WOULD HOPE AT OUR NEXT 

BUDGET ROUND THAT WE HAVE ADEQUATE STAFFING DOWN 

THERE IN THE WRECKER ENFORCEMENT UNIT BECAUSE 

THIS IS AN ISSUE THAT HITS THE VERY HEART OF OUR 

CITIZENS. IF YOU THINK $193.30 IS NOT GOING TO AFFECT 

SOMEONE A'S LIFESTYLE IN OUR COMMUNITY WHEN YOU 

GET THE CAR TOWED, YOU ARE MISTAKENLY WRONG. 

THERE ARE A LOT OF FAMILIES OUT THERE, THAT'S ALL THAT 

THEY MAKE IS MAYBE 2, 2.50 A MONTH, A WEEK, THEY CAN'T 

PAY -- THEY CAN'T PUT FOOD ON YOUR TABLE FOR YOUR 

FAMILIES, PAYING $193, SURE THEY CAN GO TO FAMILY 

COURT, NO GUARANTEE THEY ARE GOING TO PAY THE 

MONEY WHEN THEY GET FOUND GUILTY OF. JOHN DOE 

DOESN'T HAVE THE 250 FOR THE WHERE IT OF EXECUTION. 

THE TOWING COMPANIES KNOW THIS. IT'S REAL SIMPLE. 

JUST COMPLY WITH THE LAW?  

HOW HARD IS IT TO COMPLY WITH THE LAW. WE ALL WILL 

AGREE THAT CARS HAVE TO BE TOWED OFF OF PRIVATE 



PROPERTY. THAT'S HOW A BUSINESS SURVIVES. BUT YOU 

HAVE TO DO IT LEGALLY. IT'S ABOUT LEGAL. IT'S NOT A 

CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE. IT'S ABOUT PROVIDING US SERVICE 

TO THE CITIZENS. THAT'S THE SAME WAY WITH INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT. YES, WE WANT OUR FREEWAYS CLEARED. I 

WILL SIT OUT THERE MANY TIMES FOR AN HOUR TRYING TO 

GET FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER. WE ARE NOT GOING TO 

BE ABLE TO CHANGE THAT. 35 IS AN INTERNATIONAL ROUTE 

FROM MEXICO TO CANADA. WE WILL ALSO HAVE TRAFFIC 

PROBLEMS. AGAIN COUNCIL I ASK THAT YOU LOOK AT YOUR 

-- LOOK AT YOUR HEART. WHEN YOU VOTE ON THESE RULES, 

YOU ARE VOTING FOR -- IT'S GOING TO AFFECT OUR 

CITIZENS, YOU ARE GIVING THEM A PAY RAISE, THE ONLY 

ONES THAT'S GOING TO SUFFER IS THE PEOPLE THAT GET 

ILL LEGALLY TOWED, IT'S GOING TO CONTINUE UNTIL WE 

ADEQUATELY STAFF THE WRECKER ENFORCEMENT UNIT, 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. JOHNSON, COUNCIL, THAT 

CONCLUDES OUR CITIZENS COMMUNICATION. BEFORE WE 

BREAK FOR OUR LUNCH AND POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE 

SESSION, COUNCIL, I'M TOLD THAT -- THAT STAFF HAS IN 

FACT TYPED UP AND CLEANED UP OUR DISCUSSION OF 

POTENTIAL LANGUAGE REGARDING THE PART 3 OF THE 

ORDINANCE OF OUR -- OF OUR BOND ELECTION. ITEM NO. 84. 

AND EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE PASSED THAT EARLIER, AS 

INSTRUCTED WE CLEARLY CAN GO BACK IN AND TALK 

ABOUT THE ACTUAL LANGUAGE OF THE ORDINANCES AS -- 

AS COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN HAD -- HAD TEED UP 

EARLIER. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS]  

THOSE FACILITIES THAT ARE GOING TO BE RAISING 

MATCHING FUNDS, THAT THEY HAVE RAISED THOSE FUNDS 

BEFORE THE BOND PROCEEDS WOULD BE RELEASED TO 

THEM. SO WE HAVE TRIED TO CRAFT SOME LANGUAGE THAT 

GIVES BOTH THE CITY FLEXIBILITY, AND WE ALSO WANTED 

TO ENSURE THAT THE COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL 

FACILITIES THAT ARE NOT THAT'S OUR PROPOSAL. WE'RE 

WILLING TO WORK ON THIS ONE MORE IF YOU SEE 

SOMETHING THAT CAUSES YOU ANY CONCERN.  

Mayor Wynn: THEN WITHOUT OBJECTION, LET ME READ THIS 



ALOUD AND AS WE HEAR THIS IT MAY BRING UP MORE 

CONCERNS OR WE MAY IN FACT BELIEVE THAT THIS 

SETTLES THE ISSUE. SO IT'S ADDING NEW PART 3 TO 

ORDINANCE AND RENUMBER. PART 3, ANY BONDS OR NOTES 

ISSUED FOR THOSE COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL FACILITIES 

IN PROPOSITION NUMBER 4 WHICH REQUIRE ADDITIONAL 

FUNDS TO COMPLETE THOSE COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL 

FACILITIES WILL ONLY BE ISSUED IN THE EVENT THAT THE 

CITY MANAGER DETERMINES SUFFICIENT MATCHING FUNDS 

HAVE BEEN RAISED FOR THE RESPECTIVE PROJECT THAT 

WHEN ADDED TO THE PROCEEDS FROM THE BONDS OR 

NOTES WILL COMPLETE THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY OR 

CULTURAL FACILITY. IN ADDITION, AT THE TIME FUNDS HAVE 

BEEN RAISED TO SUFFICIENTLY FUND THE RESPECTIVE 

COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL FACILITY, THE CITY MAY CHOSE 

TO ISSUE BONDS TO FUND THIS PORTION OF THE 

RESPECTIVE COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL FACILITY.  

AND THAT PART MATTER, MAYOR, IS -- AND THAT LAST PART, 

MAYOR, IS SO THAT EACH FACILITY THAT IS GOING TO BE 

RAISING FUNDS AS THEY RAISE THEIR MATCHING FUNDS 

THEY'RE NOT GOING TO BE HELD UP BASED UPON WHAT THE 

OTHER CULTURAL FACILITIES MAY BE DOING IN THEIR FUND-

RAISING EFFORTS.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I REALLY APPRECIATE THE WORK OF LEGAL 

STAFF AND THE BUDGET OFFICE. I THINK THIS DOES 

PROVIDE US WITH THE PROTECTIONS TO MAKE THESE 

FACILITIES SUCCESSFUL WITHOUT RUNNING INTO THE 

PROBLEMS IN THE PAST WE HAD WITH ART MUSEUM AND 

WITH WALLER CREEK TUNNEL.  

Mayor Wynn: AND IN NO WAY DOES THAT PRECLUDE THIS 

COUNCIL OR ANY OTHER CONTINUES FROM GIVING 

DIRECTION TO THE CITY MANAGER REGARDING ANY 

PROJECT.  

THAT IS CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, CONCERNS? 



COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: MAYOR, I'M OKAY WITH THE LANGUAGE AS WRITTEN.  

Mayor Wynn: THEN I'D ENTERTAIN A MOTION.  

McCracken: MAYOR, I'D MOVE APPROVAL OF THE NEW PART 3 

THAT YOU JUST READ.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

TO APPROVE THIS -- ADDING A NEW PART 3 TO THE 

ORDINANCE DISCUSSED EARLIER, ITEM NUMBER 84. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE..  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. SO COUNCIL, 

WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE'RE GETTING DISORDERLY 

BECAUSE WE'RE ALL HUNGRY, WE WILL NOW GO CLOSED 

SESSION PURSUANT TO 551.071 OF THE OPEN MEETINGS 

ACT TO DISCUSS POTENTIALLY ITEM NUMBER 85 REGARDING 

LEGAL ISSUES IN HARRY M. WHITINGTON ET AL VERSUS THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN, ITEM 85. I ANTICIPATE THIS BEING A 

RELATIVELY SHORT EXECUTIVE SESSION. THE COUNCIL WILL 

HAVE A QUICK BITE TO EAT WHILE WE'RE IN CLOSED 

SESSION. AND WE'LL COME BACK SHORTLY AS WE CAN TO 

TAKE UP SEVERAL AFTERNOON DISCUSSION ITEMS. WE ARE 

NOW IN CLOSED SESSION. THANK YOU.  

I'M GOING TO GIVE YOU A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE 

PROCESS. COL LET IS GOING TO WALK THROUGH HER 

PRESENTATION ON THE SECOND GENERATION STUDY AND 

THEN LENO IS GOING TO GIVE YOU A VERY QUICK OVERVIEW 

OF THE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES. LET ME BEGIN BY HOW WE 

GOT HERE TODAY BEGAN IN 2003 WITH THE CURRENT 

ORDINANCE. OUR CHAPTER 289 OF THE CITY CODE HAD A 

SUNSET DATE IN THAT PARTICULAR ORDINANCE OF 

DECEMBER 31st OF 2005. SO IN 2004 THE CITY STAFF BEGAN 

PLANNING FOR THE SUNSET OF THAT ORDINANCE, AND IN 

MID 2004 WE BROUGHT FORTH A PROPOSAL THAT THE 



COUNCIL CONDUCT A SECOND GENERATION STUDY. WE 

BROUGHT THAT THROUGH THE CITY COUNCIL 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON M.B.E., W.B.E. ISSUES AND THE COUNCIL 

VOTED TO MOVE FORWARD WITH CONDUCTING THAT STUDY, 

WHICH WOULD HELP US IN RETHORGZING OUR M.B.E., W.B.E. 

ORDINANCE. IN 2004 THE COUNCIL APPROVED CONDUCTING 

THE STUDY AND WE HIRED LINO AND COL COLLETTE TO 

HELP US WITH THAT. IN 2005 WE MOVED FORWARD WITH 

COLLETTE'S SECOND GENERATION STUDY AND YOU CAN 

SEE THERE SEVERAL DIFFERENT MEETINGS WERE HELD IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THAT SEEKING CITIZEN INPUT INTO THE 

STUDY. WE THEN CAME BACK TO YOU IN NOVEMBER OF 2005 

WITH A PROGRESS REPORT FROM COLLETTE ON WHERE 

SHE WAS IN THE STUDY AND RECOGNIZING AT THAT TIME 

THAT WE NEEDED TO DO A LITTLE BIT OF WORK, IN 

DECEMBER OF 2005 WE EXTENDED THAT SUNSET DATE TO 

JUNE 30TH OF THIS YEAR. AND SO THE ORDINANCE WILL 

SUNSET JUNE 30TH OF THIS YEAR. BEGINNING IN EARLY 

2006, COLLETTE FINISHED HER REPORT AND WE BROUGHT 

FORTH HER FINDINGS FROM THAT STUDY BOTH TO YOU IN 

EXECUTIVE SESSION SOME OF THE ISSUES, WE ALSO 

BROUGHT FORWARD THOSE FINDINGS TO THE COUNCIL 

SUBCOMMITTEE AND ALSO THE CITIZEN'S ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD 

SEVERAL MEETINGS TO CONSIDER THE REPORT AND SEEK 

PUBLIC INPUT ON IT. WE'VE ALLOWED CITIZEN INPUT TO THE 

STUDY AND NOW COLLETTE IS GOING GIVE YOU A BRIEF 

INPUT ON WHAT HER STUDY FOUND WITH THE 

REAUTHORIZATION OF OUR ORDINANCE.  

AS KAREN MENTIONED, I'M GOING TO WALK VERY QUICKLY 

THROUGH THE ELEMENTS OF THE SECOND GENERATION 

STUDY AND LINO IS GOING TO WALK YOU THROUGH THE 

ORDINANCE AND THE SPOBILITYD OF THAT STUDY. AS WE'VE 

GONE OVER SEVERAL TIMES, WE HAVE BEEN TO BE SURE 

THAT THE M./W.B.E. PROGRAM MEETS STRICT 

CONSTITUTIONAL SCRUTINY, WHICH IS WHAT IS APPLIED TO 

GENDER OR ETHIC BASED PROGRAMS. WE NEED TO MAKE 

SURE THE CITY'S PROGRAM IS TALERRED TO THAT 

EVIDENCE. TAILORED TO THAT EVIDENCE. THANK YOU. 

TECHNICALLY CHALLENGED HERE. WE LOOKED AT PRIOR 

EVIDENCE OF DISCRIMINATION. THE 1987 ECONOMIC 



DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AS WELL AS THE '93 DISPARITY 

STUDY AND THE PROGRAM REVISIONS THAT THE COUNCIL 

APPROVED IN 2004. WE ALSO GATHERED STATISTICAL 

EVIDENCE OF PRIVATE SECTOR DISPARITIES FOR 

CONSTRUCTION AND ARCHITECTURE AND ENGINEERING. 

AND WE FOUND OVERALL THAT THERE WERE NEGATIVE AND 

STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT DISPARITIES BETWEEN THE 

AVAILABILITY OF MINORITY AND WOMEN FIRMS IN THE 

AUSTIN CONSTRUCTION MARKETPLACE AND THEIR 

UTILIZATION IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. WE ALSO GATHERED 

ANECDOTAL EFLD OF BUSINESS EXPERIENCES -- EVIDENCE 

OF BUSINESS EXPERIENCES, FIRST IN DISCRIMINATION WITH 

THINGS LIKE OBTAINING PUBLIC SECTOR AND PRIVATE 

SECTOR CONTRACTS, FILING DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS. 

WE ALSO ASKED THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE FOCUS GROUPS 

ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH THE CITY'S M W.B.E. 

PROGRAM, INCLUDING CERTIFICATION, BIDDING CONTRACTS 

AND THE OVERALL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF THE 

PROGRAM. WE THEN REVIEWED THE CITY'S CURRENT 

M./W.B.E. PROGRAM AND CONCLUDED THAT THE PROGRAM 

IS NARROWLY TAILORED. IT HAS ALL THE ELEMENTS THAT 

THEY LOOK FOR, NEUTRAL RACE AND GENDER INITIATIVES. 

THOSE GROUPS THAT HAVE SUFFERED DISCRIMINATION IN 

THE AUSTIN MARKET, THAT THE ADVERSE IMPACT ON THIRD 

PARTIES IS RELATIVELY SMALL AND IT IS OF LIMITED 

DURATION AND REQUIRES FREQUENT REVIEW. WE ALSO 

LOOKED AT THE PROGRAM'S POLICIES AND PROCEDURES, 

INCLUDING CONTRACT GOAL SETTING, MONITORING, 

SANCTIONS, CERTIFICATION AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 

DSMVR. SO NOW THOSE WERE OUR FINDINGS FROM THE 

STUDY, AND LINO IS GOING TO GIVE YOU A QUICK OVERVIEW 

OF THE CITY'S RESPONSE TO THAT AND HOW WE INTEND TO 

NARROWLY TAILOR THE PROGRAM GOING FORWARD.  

LINO TODAY I'LL WALK YOU THROUGH THE REVISIONS THAT 

WE HAVE PRESENTED TO YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 

IN THE ORDINANCE. THE FIRST AND MOST OBVIOUS 

REVISION IS THAT WE HAVE SEGMENTED THE ORDINANCE 

INTO FOUR SEPARATE ORDINANCES, EACH ONE DESIGNED 

TO ADDRESS ONE OF THE MAJOR PROCUREMENT 

CATEGORIES OF THE CITY, NAMELY CONSTRUCTION, 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, NON-PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



AND COMMODITIES. THE PURPOSE OF THAT 

SEGMENTTATION OF COURSE IS TO ACHIEVE MORE CLARITY 

FOR THE CONTRACTING COMMUNITY AND EASE OF 

ADMINISTRATION FOR THE PURCHASING DEPARTMENT AND 

DSMVR. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE UPDATED THE ORDINANCE 

TO REFLECT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF OUR CONSULTANT 

AND ALSO THE FOCUS GROUPS THAT WERE HELD AS PART 

OF THE SECOND GENERATION STUDY. SPECIFICALLY WE 

HAVE INCORPORATED THE FINDINGS OF THE 2005 SECOND 

GENERATION STUDY THAT ADDRESSED THE DISCRIMINATION 

THAT MS. HOLT JUST TALKED ABOUT. WE HAVE ALSO 

STANDARDIZED DEFINITIONS ACROSS THE MAJOR USER 

DEPARTMENTS, INCLUDING PUBLIC WORKS, PURCHASING 

AND DSMR. THE PURPOSE OF THAT STANDARD 

STANDARDIZATION IS TO HELP IN THE EASE OF 

ADMINISTRATION AND TO HELP CLARIFY TO CONTRACTORS 

SO THEY ONLY NEED TO FIND ONE SET OF DEFINITIONS 

THAT WOULD APPLY ACROSS ALL DEPARTMENTS. IN 

ADDITION, WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO HARMONIZE THE 

DEFINITIONS WITHIN THE CITY'S ORDINANCE WITH THOSE OF 

THE FEDERAL REGULATIONS. THAT ATTEMPTS TO MEET THE 

STATUTORY AND COURT IMPOSED REQUIREMENT THAT 

PROGRAMS ADDRESS ENTITIES THAT ARE BOTH SOCIALLY 

AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED. THE ECONOMIC 

DISADVANTAGE REQUIREMENT IS $900,000 PERSONAL 

NETWORK, EXCLUSIVE OF EQUITY IN THE FIRM TO BE 

CERTIFIED AND EXCLUSIVE OF THE EQUITY IN THE PRIMARY 

RESIDENCE OF THE OWNER OF THE FIRM TO BE CERTIFIED. 

THAT AMOUNT WILL BE ESCALATED YEARLY CONSISTENT 

WITH THE CONSUMER PRICE INFLATION INDEX. IN ADDITION 

WE'VE ADDED A DUAL CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNITY FOR 

ETHNIC FEMALES WHO CAN QUALIFY. THEY WILL BE ELIGIBLE 

TO BE CERTIFIED AS BOTH AN M.B.E. AND A W.B.E. IF THEY 

MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF EACH. WE HAVE ALSO MOVED 

CERTAIN QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FROM THE DSMVR 

RULES TO THE ORDINANCE IN AN EFFORT TO ALLOW ONE 

STOP REVIEW OF WHERE THE QUALIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS ARE, CONTRACTORS OR POTENTIAL 

CERTIFIED FIRMS NEED ONLY REVIEW THE ORDINANCE. 

WE'VE FINALLY ATTEMPTED TO SIMPLIFY THE APPEALS 

PROCEDURES AND TO STREAMLINE THE DECISIONS 

IMPACTING CONTRACTORS. WE HAVE CONSOLIDATED THE 



M./W.B.E. ADVISORY COMMITTEE AUTHORIZATION INTO THE 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ORDINANCE TO CONFORM TO 

CITY CODE. WE HAVEN'T MODIFIED ANY OF THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE, BUT 

WE'VE SIMPLY MOVED THAT AUTHORIZATION INTO ANOTHER 

PROVISION. WE'VE CROSS-REFERENCED THE RULES AND 

THE ADOPTION PROCEDURES IN THE CITY CODE TO 

ELIMINATE DUPLICATIVE PROCEDURES SO THAT 

STAKEHOLDERS CAN LOOK AT CITY CODE TO FIGURE OUT 

HOW RULE REVISIONS WILL TAKE PLACE. THEY DON'T HAVE 

TO LOOK AT TWO DIFFERENT PLACES. WE HAVE ALLOWED A 

PROVISION THAT WOULD PERMIT ADDITIONAL FLEXIBILITY 

ON GOOD FAITH EFFORTS, ON CERTAIN CONTRACTS UNDER 

RULES TO BE DETERMINED, BY DSMVR IN CONNECTION WITH 

THE M./W.B.E. ADVISORY COMMITTEE. DSMVR ITSELF WILL 

BE ALLOWED TO MAKE THE INITIAL CONTACTS WITH 

POTENTIAL SUBCONTRACTORS IN ORDER TO SATISFY THE 

FIRST ELEMENT OF GOOD FAITH EFFORTS. AND THEN 

FINALLY, WE HAVE RECOMMENDED A NEW SUNSET DATE AS 

OF DECEMBER 31, 20 2010 FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, LINO. QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? I 

BELIEVE WE HAD ONE CITIZEN WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO 

SPEAK, WELCOME MR. PAUL SALDANA. I APPRECIATE ALL 

YOUR TIME AND EFFORT YOU'VE GIVEN THIS ISSUE.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. MY NAME IS PAUL 

SALDANA. I'M HERE REPRESENTING THE GREATER AUSTIN 

I'LL MAKE MY COMMENTS AS QUICK AS POSSIBLE. FIRST OF 

ALL FOR THE RECORD LET ME SAY THAT AS I MENTIONED I'M 

HERE REPRESENTING THE GREATER AUSTIN HISPANIC 

CHAMBER AND THE 700 MEMBERS WE REPRESENT, BOTH 

CORPORATE AND SMALL BUSINESSES. CERTAINLY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SMALL BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES CONTINUES TO BE AMONG OUR PRIORITIES 

AT THE CHAMBER. WE KNOW THAT SMALL BUSINESSES ARE 

CONTINUING TO PLAY A VERY INCREASING ROLE, 

SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN HELPING TO SHAPE THE LOCAL 

ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE FROM OUR CITY, AND IF YOU LOOK 

AT ALL THE NUMBER OF BUSINESSES WE DO HAVE IN THE 

GREATER AUSTIN AREA, THE MAJORITY OF THOSE ARE 

SMALL BUSINESSES. LET ME CLARIFY THAT WE'RE NOT HERE 



ACTUALLY TO OBJECT TO ANY OF THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE ORDINANCE. IN FACT, WE'RE HERE TO 

ACTUALLY SUPPORT THEM. WE DO, HOWEVER, ASK THAT 

YOU ALL LOOK AT THE ISSUE OF THE DUAL CERTIFICATION. 

OUR ONE CONCERN THERE IS THAT THERE MAY BE SOME 

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES AS A RESULT OF HOW THE 

DUAL CERTIFICATION NUMBERS ARE ACTUALLY 

CALCULATED, AND SO WE'RE RECOMMENDING THAT YOU 

LOOK CLOSELY AT THAT ISSUE AND THAT THE NUMBERS 

ACTUALLY BE BASED ON THE ACTUAL PAYOFF AT THE END 

OF THE PROJECT. SO THAT WAY YOU DON'T HAVE THE 

PERCEPTION THAT YOU'RE ACTUALLY MEETING GOALS 

WHEN YOU MAY NOT ACTUALLY BE MEETING THOSE GOALS. 

QUICKLY WITH THE SECOND GENERATION STUDY REPORT 

THAT WAS ISSUED, I BELIEVE THAT THAT REPORT ONLY 

LOOKED AT TWO OF THE FOUR COMMODITY CODES, 

CONSTRUCTION AND PROFESSIONAL. IT DID NOT LOOK AT 

COMMODITY SERVICES AND IT DID NOT LOOK AT NON-

PROFESSIONAL. AND THOSE TWO CATEGORIES MAKE UP A 

LARGE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE THAT WE 

REPRESENT THAT ACTUALLY FALL WITHIN THOSE 

CATEGORIES. I KNOW THAT THERE MAY BE SOME LEGAL 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS AND LIMITATIONS ON THE 

COMMODITY SERVICES, BUT I JUST WANTED TO BRING THAT 

TO YOUR ATTENTION. AS I MENTIONED, WE DID ISSUE A 

COMMUNITY SCORECARD REPORT. THIS IS BASED ON OUR 

ANALYSIS OF 4 AND A HALF YEARS OF THE CITY'S ACTUAL 

PARTICIPATION NUMBERS FROM FISCAL YEAR 2002 ALL THE 

WAY TO 2005 UP UNTIL MARCH, I SHOULD SAY. THIS STUDY 

BASICALLY CONFIRMS WHAT WE KNOW AND BASED ON A 

STUDY THAT WAS DONE BY THE U.S. SENSE SUS BUREAU OF 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STUDY, SMALL BUSINESSES ON A 

NATIONAL AVERAGE ARE GROWING ABOUT 10%, HOWEVER, 

MINORITY AND WOMEN OWNED BUSINESSES ARE GROWING 

AT A FASTER BASE OF 20 TO 70%. KIND OF WHAT I SAID 

EARLIER, SMALL BUSINESSES ON THE LOCAL LEVEL ARE 

PLAYING A MORE SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN HOW OUR ECONOMY 

IN THE LOCAL LEVEL IS SHAPED. ONE OF OUR FINDINGS 

THAT I WANT TO POINT OUT REAL QUICKLY IN THE REPORT 

WAS THAT OVER THAT FOUR AND A HALF YEAR PERIOD THE 

CITY AWARDED OVER $452 MILLION OF SOLE SOURCE, NON-

COMPETITIVE CONTRACTS. AND ONE OF THE SPECIFIC 



RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WE MAKE TO THE CITY IS THAT 

THE CITY SHOULD EVALUATE AND ASSESS THOSE 

PRACTICES TO DETERMINE HOW AND WHY SOUL SOURCES -- 

SOLE SOURCE AND NON-COMPETITIVE CONTRACTS ARE 

AWARDED. I UNDERSTAND THERE MAY BE SOME SPECIAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES, REQUIREMENTS THAT THE UTILITIES HAVE 

OR WHETHER IT'S THE PURCHASING COUNCIL -- 

PURCHASING AGREEMENTS THAT THE CITY PARTICIPANTS 

IN, BUT WE'D LIKE TO HAVE THAT NUMBER ACTUALLY 

QUANTIFIED TO FIGURE OUT OF THAT $452 MILLION OF 

CONTRACTS THAT WERE AWARDED, HOW MANY OF THOSE 

ACTUALLY FALL INTO THOSE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OR 

CATEGORIES. WE ALSO FEEL THAT THERE ARE SOME 

MANAGEMENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES WITH THE PROGRAM 

AND ORDINANCE. I THINK THE INTENT WAS THAT IT WAS 

SUPPOSED TO HELP AND NOT HINDER. AND I CAN SPEAK TO 

VERY QUICKLY A COUPLE OF EXAMPLES. THE 

CERTIFICATION PROCESS AND THE DATABASE 

MANAGEMENT, THE ISSUES WITH THE CONTRACTOR THAT 

YOU ALL USED FROM SAN ANTONIO, I BELIEVE THAT AGENCY 

IS CALLED THE SCTRCA, SPECIFIC EXAMPLES ARE ACTUALLY 

SOME CONTRACTORS MAY BE LOSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

CONTRACT AWARDS BECAUSE IT'S REPORTED THAT THEIR 

CERTIFICATION HAS LAPSED. OR THEY'RE LISTED IN A 

WRONG COMMODITY CODE. I FEEL THERE ARE SOME 

SERIOUS DATABASE MANAGEMENT ISSUES THERE AND WE 

CAN TALK ABOUT SPECIFICS AT A LATER TIME WITH THE 

MEETING WITH STAFF. WITH REGARDS TO ENFORCEMENT 

AND ACCOUNTABILITY, IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY 

HAVE 11 FULL-TIME POSITIONS TO DO THAT. THERE ARE 

SEVEN WHO ACTUALLY DO THE PREAWARD AND FOUR THAT 

ACTUALLY CONCENTRATE ON POST AWARD. I THINK AT THE 

LAST COUNCIL MEETING, PART OF THE CITY MANAGER'S 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO ACTUALLY ADD ADDITIONAL 

STAFF PERSON. WE WOULD CERTAINLY SUPPORT THAT. WE 

WOULD ACTUALLY SUPPORT ALSO LOWERING THE 

THRESHOLD. I BELIEVE THERE'S AN EXPEDITED REVIEW ON 

THE COMPLIANCE PLAN AND GOOD FAITH EFFORTS FOR 

SUBCONTRACTORS WHO ARE LISTED ON CONTRACTS OF 

TWO MILLION DOLLARS OR GREATER. WE'D LIKE TO SEE 

THAT THRESHOLD ACTUALLY REDUCED TO ONE MILLION 

DOLLARS, SO THERE'S AN EXPEDITED REVIEW THERE. 



OFTEN YOU ALL ARE APPROVING CONTRACTS AND 

OPERATING UNDER THE ASSUMPTION THAT 

SUBCONTRACTORS LISTED ARE ACTUALLY RECEIVING 

WORK. AND THAT'S NOT ALWAYS THE CASE. AND SO I'D LIKE 

TO HAVE THAT ACTUALLY LOOKED AT AS WELL TOO. I'LL 

GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE OF A PR CONSULTANT, SOMETIMES 

YOU'RE LISTED IF THERE'S PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OR PUBLIC 

WORK NEEDED, THERE'S THAT'S PROBABLY ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT'S REDUCING THE BUDGET FROM STAFF. 

USUALLY THAT'S LIKE THREE PERCENT. AND THERE ARE 

OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES THERE WHEN YOU HAVE NON-

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANTS WHO MAY BE WORKING ON A 

PROJECT AND THEY'RE ACTUALLY CUT OUT AFTER YOU 

AWARD THOSE CONTRACTS. AND AGAIN, YOU'RE AWARDING 

THOSE CONTRACTS UNDER THE ASSUMPTION THAT THOSE 

M./W.B.E. GOALS THAT ARE LISTED ARE ACTUALLY BEING 

MET, AND THEY'RE NOT. SO WE WOULD LIKE FOR THAT 

ISSUE TO BE LOOKED AT. I BELIEVE THAT'S IT. ONE FINAL 

COMMENT THAT I'LL MAKE IS THAT GIVEN THAT IF YOU LOOK 

AT THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF WHO OUR SMALL BUSINESS 

OWNERS ARE IN THE COMMUNITY, IT JUST SO HAPPENS 

THAT THE MAJORITY OF THEM ARE WOMEN AND MINORITY 

OWNED BUSINESSES. I THINK AT ONE POINT WE'RE AT A 

POINT SOMEWHERE IN THE FUTURE THAT WE'RE GOING TO 

HAVE TO TALK ABOUT DOING A SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM 

JUST FOR SMALL BUSINESSES AND THAT WE LOOK AT 

MAYBE NOT ONLY GENDER NEUTRAL, BUT ALSO ETHNIC 

NEUTRAL CASES AND JUST FOCUS ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF SMALL BUSINESSES. AGAIN I THINK THE DEMOGRAPHICS 

PROVE THAT. I THINK THE CITY COULD LOOK AT POSSIBLY 

PILOTING SOME TYPE OF A SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM 

WHERE YOU DON'T ACTUALLY TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 

THE GENDER AND THE ETHNICITY OF THOSE SMALL 

BUSINESSES, BUT JUST LOOK AT IT FROM THE PERSPECTIVE 

OF IT'S A SMALL BUSINESS AND THEY NEED OPPORTUNITIES. 

I THINK THAT WOULD PERHAPS ADDRESS SOME OF THE 

CONCERNS THERE. SO WITH THAT I'D BE HAPPY TO ANSWER 

ANY QUESTIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS? MAYOR PRO TEM?  

Thomas: MR. SALDANA, YOU WERE SAYING THAT THERE ARE 

SOME INCIDENTS WHERE THERE WERE PRIME SUBS AT THE 



BEGINNING OF THE BIDDING PROCESS, BUT ONCE WE GET 

INTO AWARDING THAT THOSE PARTICULAR 

SUBCONTRACTORS ARE NOT BEING UTILIZED OR NOT BEING 

USED. I DON'T WANT TO CALL ANY NAMES, BUT IS THAT 

NUMBER STILL INCREASING OR IS IT DECREASING?  

IT'S PROBABLY ABOUT THE SAME. AND IN FACT, THE LAST 

TIME WE HAD THIS ON THE COUNCIL AGENDA WE ACTUALLY 

HAD SOME SUBCONTRACTORS WHO WERE GOING TO SPEAK 

ABOUT THEIR SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE WITH THAT. THEY'RE 

REALLY OVERALL MINOR IN DETAIL AS YOU LOOK AT WHAT 

THE ACTUAL CONTRACT OR PROJECT MAY BE, BUT FOR 

THOSE OF US WHO ARE M.B.E.'S AND W.B.E.'S, IF WE'RE ABLE 

TO GET TWO OR THREE PERCENT OF A PROJECT. WHEN IT 

COMES TO DO THE WORK, WE'RE USUALLY AMONG THE 

FIRST THAT ACTUALLY GET CUT IN THE BUDGET PROCESS. 

SO THERE'S A DISCONNECT GOING ON AFTER THE COUNCIL 

APPROVES THE CONTRACT, AND THEN GOING OVER TO 

STAFF WHETHER IT'S A PUBLIC WORKS OR PROJECT 

MANAGER, THEY MAKE A DECISION. OBVIOUSLY FOR THE 

LAST THREE OR FOUR YEARS THERE WAS AN ECONOMIC 

DOWNTURN. THEY WEREN'T AS HEALTHY AS WE ARE NOW. 

WE WANT TO BRING IT TO YOUR ATTENTION. WE'RE NOT 

TRYING TO BE NEGATIVE IN ANY WAY, WE'RE BASICALLY 

HERE TO SAY WE WANT TO CONTINUE TO BE A RESOURCE 

FOR YOU, AND IF WE CAN CONTINUE DO THAT, WE WANT TO 

WORK WITH YOU IN PARTNERSHIP TO ADDRESS MANY OF 

THESE ISSUES.  

Thomas: I DON'T THINK IT'S A NEGATIVE. I THINK YOU'RE A 

GOOD RESOURCE BECAUSE WHAT YOU JUST SAID IS 

SOMETHING THAT WE'VE BEEN WORKING ON. I THINK STAFF 

HAS IMPROVED THAT A LITTLE BIT. I THINK THAT WAS THE 

ISSUE WE WERE TALKING ABOUT MAYBE LAST YEAR 

BECAUSE OF THAT, BECAUSE OF THE F.T.E.'S, BUT I THINK 

LIKE THE CITY MANAGER WAS SAYING, THAT WE WERE 

GOING TO TRY TO INCREASE THAT TO IMPROVE THAT 

BECAUSE THAT HAS BEEN A CRY SINCE I'VE BEEN HERE SIX 

YEARS. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND I WORKED ON 

SOMETHING THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN TWO PUT 

INTO THE ORDINANCE TO HELP THAT, SO THAT'S SOMETHING 

THAT WE NEED TO LOOK AT.  



AND AT SOME POINT WE DO WANT TO BE ABLE TO MAKE 

THIS REPORT FORMALLY TO YOU. IT'S INTERPRET PRETTY 

LONG, I KNOW YOU'RE SHORT ON TIME. WE HAVE BEEN IN 

DISCUSSIONS WITH ONE OF THE COUNCIL OFFICES WITH 

MAYBE INCORPORATING SOME OF OUR FINDINGS AND JUST 

OBSERVATION INTOOZ A FUTURE COUNCIL -- OBSERVATIONS 

INTO A FUTURE COUNCIL RESOLUTION. THERE ARE SOME 

ISSUES THERE. THE DATA THAT WE LOOKED AT, THERE STILL 

CONTINUES TO BE SOME ISSUES WITH THE GOALS AND THE 

CODES. AGAIN, THOSE ARE THE PEOPLE THAT WE 

REPRESENT. WE HAVE OVER 700 MEMBERS, AND BASICALLY 

OUR MEMBERS ARE HOLDING US AS A BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS ACCOUNTABLE. AND I'M SIMPLY HERE TO SHARE 

THAT MESSAGE WITH YOU AND TO REMIND YOU THAT WE'RE 

HERE TO BE A RESOURCE WITH YOU, WE WANT TO WORK 

WITH YOU IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE.  

Thomas: I APPRECIATE THAT. I THINK ALSO, MAYOR, THAT 

WITH THE HISPANIC CHAMBER, ALSO THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN CHAMBER HAD THE SAME CONCERN.  

I SHOULD SAY WHEN WE MADE THIS REPORT, MAYOR PRO 

TEM, THAT ALL THE VARIOUS TRADE ASSOCIATIONS AND 

MINORITY WOMEN'S GROUPS ACTUALLY ACCOMPANIED US 

WHEN WE MADE TO THE COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE BACK IN 

DECEMBER.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, SIR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: THANK YOU FOR THIS WORK, AND I THINK THERE'S A 

LOT TO BE SAID HERE, AND YOU'RE GETTING THE 

STATISTICS. I KNOW IT WAS A LOT OF WORK GETTING IT 

FROM THE DEPARTMENTS AND WE'RE TRYING TO FIND WAYS 

TO SIMPLIFY THAT SO IT IS ESESSIER TO TRACK OUR 

PROCESS ON A QUARTERLY BASIS BY DEPARTMENT AND 

CITYWIDE. I WANTED TO SEE IF WE COULD GET AN ANSWER 

FROM STAFF ABOUT THE DUAL CERTIFICATION AND HOW 

ARE WE KEEPING TRACK OF THAT, HOW DO WE KNOW THAT 

WE'RE NOT DOUBLE COUNTING AS FAR AS PARTICIPATION? 



DO WE HAVE SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP US WITH THAT?  

THE PURPOSE OF THE CERTIFICATIONDUALCERTIFICATION 

IS THAT THE FIRMS THAT ARE QUALIFIED AS A M.B.E. OR 

W.B.E. CAN BE CERTIFIED AS AN M.B.E. OR W.B.E. NOW, 

WHAT THE ORDINANCE PROVIDES FOR IS THAT A FIRM THAT 

IS BOTH AN M.B.E. OR A W.B.E. CAN BE COUNTED AS EITHER 

AN M.B.E. OR A W.B.E., BUT THERE CERTAINLY CAN'T BE ANY 

DOUBLE COUNTING AT ALL. AND WE'VE MADE IT CLEAR IN 

THE ORDINANCE IN AT LEAST ONCE PLACE AND MAYBE TWO 

PLACES THAT THERE SHALL BE NO DOUBLE COUNTING OF A 

FIRM THAT IS BOTH AN M.B.E. OR A W.B.E. WE WANTED, 

FRANKLY, TO NOT RESTRICT ANY OF THE CERTIFICATION 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FIRMS THAT ARE LEGITIMATELY 

QUALIFIED TO BE BOTH AN M.B.E. OR A W.B.E. SO THAT'S THE 

PURPOSE. AND THEN WE WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT 

THERE WAS NO DOUBLE COUNTING. I THINK THAT MR. 

SALDANA IS CERTAINLY RIGHT THAT THERE WILL BE 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES OR ADMINISTRATION ISSUES, AND 

I'M HAPPY TO WORK WITH STAFF TO MAKE SURE THAT THE 

COUNTING IS DONE PROPERLY. BUT THAT'S OUR GOAL. 

DOES THAT ANSWER YOUR QUESTION?  

Kim: YES. SO ADMINISTRATIVELY THEN, WOULD IT BE THAT 

AN APPLICANT WHO IS IS A WOMAN AND A MINORITY WOULD 

HAVE TO DESIGNATE ONE AS A PRIMARY DESIGNATION SO 

THAT WHEN WE'RE ACCOUNTING FOR IT, WE'RE COUNTING IT 

AS SUCH OR WHEN IT'S PROJECT BY PROJECT THEY WOULD 

SAY I AM THE MINORITY CONTRACTOR ON THIS OR I AM THE 

WOMAN CONTRACTOR ON THIS TO MEET THOSE GOALS?  

I THINK THAT AS A MATTER -- I MAY BE SPEAKING OUT OF 

TURN HERE, BUT AS I UNDERSTAND THE WAY THE CITY'S 

FINANCIAL SYSTEMS WORK, THERE WILL HAVE TO BE A 

PRIMARY DESIGNATION, BUT THE IDEA IS THAT ON A 

PARTICULAR CONTRACT, THE DULY CERTIFIED FIRM CAN 

ELECT OR THE PRIME CONTRACTOR, FRANKLY, CAN ELECT 

TO COUNT THAT FIRM AS EITHER AN M.B.E. OR A W.B.E.  

Kim: OKAY. THANK YOU. MR. SALDANA, DID THAT ANSWER 

YOUR QUESTION?  



YES, IT DOES.  

Kim: WE'LL CONTINUE WORKING ON THIS. THERE'S STILL A 

LOT OF WORK. I KNOW IT WAS VERY HARD TO GET THE 

INFORMATION AND I'M WORKING WITH THE HISPANIC 

CHAMBER AND THE OTHER ETHNIC CHAMBERS TO FIND 

WAYS TO MAKE IT EASIER FOR A US TO TRACK IT BECAUSE 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT.  

ABSOLUTELY. THANK YOU. AND ONE FINAL THING THAT I'LL 

SAY, I KNOW THIS IS THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING FOR 

MAYOR PRO TEM AND COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. ON 

BEHALF OF OUR CHAMBER, WE CERTAINLY WANT TO THANK 

YOU GROWRFOR YOUR LEADERSHIP IN THIS ISSUE AND WE 

LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUE WORKING WITH YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I WANTED TO THANK MR. SALDANA FOR COMING AND 

SPEAKING TO THESE ISSUES. AND IT'S BEEN CERTAINLY A 

LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR ME IN THIS ARENA COMING IN 

AND HAVING TO COME UP TO SPEED ON ACTUALLY THE 

WHOLE PROCUREMENT PROCESS. AND REALLY I BELIEVE 

WE'VE GREATLY STRENGTHENED THE PROGRAM OVER THE 

LAST SIX YEARS, BUT -- AND THIS IS JUST THE NEXT STEP IN 

TERMS OF THE STRENGTHENING OF THAT PROGRAM AND 

THE GROWTH AND THE MATURITY OF THE PROGRAM. AND I 

THINK THAT THAT'S -- THAT GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

LOOK TO THE FUTURE AND FIGURE OUT WHAT ELSE CAN WE 

DO? WHAT CAN WE DO NEXT? AND SO WE'LL BE COUNTING 

ON YOU TO COME AND HELP THE COUNCIL THAT'S STILL 

HERE IN OFFICE FIGURE OUT HOW TO DO THAT. BUT AGAIN, 

THANK YOU FOR EXPRESSING AN INTEREST AND 

HIGHLIGHTING A FEW AREAS THAT WE MIGHT STILL 

INVESTIGATE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? AGAIN, THIS IS THE AGENDA ITEMS 

58 THROUGH 61, THOSE CHANGES IN THE M./W.B.E. 

ORDINANCES. COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? IF NOT, I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THERE'S MULTIPLE ITEMS, IF I'M NOT MISTAKEN? IF 



YOU COULD JUST MAKE SURE I DON'T MISS ANY OF THEM.  

Futrell: JOE, HOW IS IT STRUCTURED, A SINGLE ACTION? 

KAREN?  

MAYOR, COUNCIL, I THINK WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A 

MOTION ON EACH SEPARATE ITEM BECAUSE WE ARE NOW 

ADOPTING FOUR SEPARATE CHAPTERS TO THE CITY CODE. 

SO IF THAT'S NOT TOO MUCH OF A PROBLEM, WE THINK WE 

NEED TO ADOPT ALL FOUR OF THEM.  

Mayor Wynn: FAIR ENOUGH.  

Alvarez: AND THE NUMBERS ARE, I'M SORRY?  

Mayor Wynn: 58 THROUGH 61.  

Alvarez: SO INDIVIDUALLY?  

YES, SIR.  

Alvarez: MAYOR, I MOVE APPROVAL OF ITEM 58.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS TO APPROVE ITEM 

NUMBER 58 AS POSTED AND PRESENTED BY STAFF. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO.  

Alvarez: MOVE APPROVAL OF ITEM 59, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY MAYOR PRO TEM TO APPROVE ITEM 59, ALSO 

RELATED TO THE SECTION OF THE CITY CODE CHAPTER 2-9-

D. FURTHER COMMENTS?  

Alvarez: THIS ITEM DEALS WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES PROCUREMENT PROGRAM AND THE PREVIOUS 



ITEM DEALT WITH CONSTRUCTION SERVICES PROCUREMENT 

PROGRAM. >>  

Mayor Wynn: YES. THANK YOU FOR THE CLARIFICATION. 

FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO.  

Alvarez: MAYOR, I MOVE APPROVAL OF ITEM 60 PERTAINING 

TO THE NON-PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROCUREMENT 

PROGRAM.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM APPROVING ITEM 

NUMBER 60 AS OUTLINED AND PRESENTED BY STAFF, AGAIN, 

REFERENCING THE NON-PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

PROCUREMENT PROGRAM. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING 

NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO.  

Alvarez: FINALLY, MAYOR, I'LL MOVE APPROVAL OF ITEM 61 

THAT PERTAINS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMODITIES 

PROCUREMENT PROGRAM.  

Thomas: SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM TO APPROVE ITEM 

NUMBER 61 REGARDING SPECIFICALLY THE COMMODITIES 

PROCUREMENT PROGRAM PORTION OF THE CODE. 

FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  



Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. COUNCIL, 

EARLIER WE HAD PULLED A COUPLE OF ITEMS OFF THE 

CONSENT AGENDA, INCLUDING ITEM 78, WHICH WAS 

TECHNICALLY AN ITEM FROM COUNCIL. I'LL RECOGNIZE 

COUNCILMEMBER JENNIFER KIM.  

Kim: THANK YOU, MAYOR. SINCE I'VE BEEN IN OFFICE 

APPROACHING ONE YEAR, I'VE SEEN A NUMBER OF CASES 

WHERE THERE HAVE BEEN LARGE DEVELOPMENTS 

ENCROACHING UPON RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS AND 

THERE IS NO SURPRISE THAT WE ARE A FAST GROWING 

CITY. THIS IS INEVITABLE THAT WE AS A COUNCIL ARE 

DEALING WITH THIS THROUGH ZONING. SO I BEGAN TO SEE A 

NEED FOR SOME TYPE OF SOFTWARE OR TOOL THAT 

WOULD ALLOW THE COUNCIL, CITY STAFF AND MOST 

IMPORTANTLY THE NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCATES TO SEE 

THE IMPACT OFTHAT THESE PROPOSALS MAY HAVE ON 

EXISTING RESIDENTIAL AREAS. AFTER SOME SEARCHING I 

BELIEVE WE FOUND SOFTWARE CAPABLE OF INCREASING 

COMPREHENSION OF OUR CITY'S PRESENT AND FUTURE 

LANDSCAPE. THE TOOLS THIS PROGRAM PRESENTS TO 

CONSTITUENT ARE WITHOUT BOUND. THIS PROGRAM COULD 

BE USED FOR NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS AND FACILITATING NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 

DEVELOPERS AND RESIDENTS. I'D LIKE TO TAKE THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT MY VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF 

THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. I HAVE A SHORT 

PRESENTATION HERE WHICH WILL ALLOW ME TO BETTER 

EXPLAIN THE TOOLS AND FEATURES OF 3-D MODELING AND 

HOW THEY MAY AID OUR NEIGHBORHOODS IN 

UNDERSTANDING DEVELOPMENT IN THEIR AREAS. THE 

PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM IS TO PROVIDE AN EASY TO 

USE MODELING TOOL FOR RESIDENTS TO UNDERSTAND 

DEVELOPMENT MORE COMPREHENSIVELY IN THEIR 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THIS WILL FACILITATE MORE EFFICIENT 

DISCUSSION REGARDING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND 

THE IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD. ALSO, USING 

TECHNOLOGY WILL ALLOW OUR DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL 

PROCESS TO ADAPT WITH OUR CITY'S CHANGING 

LANDSCAPE. WE WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK TO OUR FUTURE BY 

COMPILING THE BEST MOST RECENT DATA. SOME 



VARIABLES OF THE MODEL PROGRAMMING WILL ADD IN 

UNDERSTANDING ARE THE HEIGHT OF THE PROJECT AND 

THE ADJACENT AREA. THE VIEWS THAT WILL BE AFFECTED 

BY SUCH A PROPOSAL, THE DIFFERENCES VARIOUS FLOOR 

TO AREA RATIOS MAY HAVE ON A NEIGHBORHOOD, 

SETBACKS, IMPERVIOUS COVER AND DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS IN GENERAL. THIS PARTICULAR SOFTWARE 

ALLOWS FOR IMPORTATION OF GIS GAT TA, WHICH WILL AID 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERRAIN OF THE AREA, CURRENT 

INFRASTRUCTURE, THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT AROUND THE 

DEVELOPMENT, ANY SITE SPECIFIC INFORMATION AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER. HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 

SOFTWARE IN VIEW IN DALLAS WHERE THE DOWNTOWN 

COMMUNITY HAS BEEN SIMULATED HERE. WE'LL CONSIDER 

AN EXAMPLE OF A POSSIBLE 1,000-FOOT CONDOMINIUM 

TOWER BEING PLACED IN BOTH DALLAS' DOWNTOWN AND 

ITS UPTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD. AUSTIN IS EXPERIENCING A 

BUILDING BOOM OF ITS OWN, SO AS OUR LANDSCAPE 

CHANGES, THIS PROGRAM WILL ALLOW NEIGHBORHOODS 

TO RECORD THE CHANGES AND KEEP THEM IN MIND WHEN 

DEALING WITH FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS. HERE WE TOOK A 

MAP IMAGE FROM GOOGLE EARTH AND LOADED IT INTO 

GOOGLE SKETCH UP. YOU CAN HAVE A DETAILED 

RENDERING OF THE PROJECT IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. IF 

YOU ALREADY HAVE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUILT OR IF YOU 

WISH TO DRAW IN SOME BUILDINGS AROUND THE PROJECT, 

YOU CAN BEGIN BY GETTING A FEEL OF HOW THE PROJECT 

MAY WORK WITH THE AREA. NOTICE ALSO USING GOOGLE 

EARTH PROVIDES YOU INFORMATION ON INFRASTRUCTURE. 

HERE SINCE IT IS DALLAS, THE COLORED LINES REPRESENT 

THEIR LIGHT RAIL AND TROLLEY LINES. INSIDE THE GOOGLE 

SKETCH-UP SOFTWARES THAT ARE TOOLS THAT OFFER 

ADVANTAGE POINTS, CAMERA ANGLES AND THE ABILITY TO 

WALK THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. FOR COMPARATIVE 

PURPOSES, WE CONSIDER PUTTING THE SAME 1,000-FOOT 

TOWER IN A COMMUNITY KNOWN AS UPTOWN DALLAS. OF 

COURSE, THAT WOULD NEVER HAPPEN, RIGHT? AGAIN, 

SINCE DALLAS HAS ITS BUILDINGS DRAWN IN. -- THESE ARE 

SIMPLE STRUCTURES WHICH WOULD BE EASY TO IMPLANT 

WITH SPECIFIC HEIGHT AND SITE PLAN INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE ALREADY THROUGH ONE STOP SHOP. HERE WE 

CAN SEE HOW THE BUILDING REALLY LOOMS OVER THE MID 



RISE NEIGHBORHOOD. IT OFFERS NEARBY RESIDENTS AND 

EVEN CITY STAFF TO VISUALIZE THE AFFECT ON 

NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER. IN ADDITION, PROVIDING THE 

PROGRAM TO NEIGHBORHOODS WILL HOPEFULLY ALLOW 

THEM TO CONSIDER DIFFERENT PROPOSALS TO SEE HOW 

THEY MIGHT MAKE IT WORK FOR THEM. THE PROGRAM HAS 

VERY SIMPLE WAYS TO GET RENDERINGS FROM ANY 

ADVANTAGE POINT IMAGE WABL. THIS IS THE ADVANTAGE 

OF THE MODELING BEING IN 3-D. NEIGHBORS ARE LIMITED 

TO SPECIFIC VIEWS AND ADVANTAGE POINTS. OFFERING 

THE UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES HERE IN 3-D MODELING WE 

ARE ENSURING THAT THEY ARE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 

EVERY ANGLE IMAGINABLE. WITH LITERALLY TWO CLICKS 

RESIDENTS CAN SEE ANY LIGHT HYATT ON THE PROJECT. 

THEY WOULD CLICK THE PUSH OR PULL BUTTON ON ONE OF 

THE TOOL BARS, ENTER THE NUMBER OF FEET TO 

AUTOMATICALLY CHANGE THE BUILDING. THE SIMPLICITY OF 

THE PROCESS WILL ALLOW FOR NEIGHBORHOODS TO 

UNDERSTAND THEIR OPTIONS. ONE ISSUE WHICH MAY BEGIN 

TO COME UP A LITTLE MORE IS AUSTIN CONTINUES TO ADD 

DENSITY IS VIEW CORRIDORS. WITH THE 3-D MODELING 

SOFTWARE WE HAVE THE POTENTIAL FROM GETTING VIEWS 

FROM SPECIFIC CONDO UNITS, COMMUNITY ADVANTAGE 

POINTS AND EVEN FROM THE STREET LEVEL. THE 

POSSIBILITIES ARE TRULY ENDLESS. ONE QUESTION, WHICH 

IS OFTEN BROUGHT UP AT COUNCIL IS IF THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER IS REDUCED AND GIVEN THE REQUIRED SETBACKS, 

HOW MUCH OF THE SITE WILL BE DEVELOPABLE? HERE 

WE'LL BE ABLE TO COMPARE THE OPTIONS. THIS WILL BE 

MORE OF A BENEFIT TO STAFF AS THEY'RE ALREADY USING 

THE PROGRAM, BUT I THINK PEOPLE CONCERNED WITH 

FLOODING AND RUNOFF WILL WANT THE SAME CAPABILITIES 

OF UNDERSTANDING IMPERVIOUS COVER IN TERMS OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT. IN ADDITION TO IMPERVIOUS COVER, 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS SUCH AS F.A.R., SETBACKS, 

HIGH ENVELOPES, ETCETERA, CAN BE VISUALIZED. MOST 

IMPORTANTLY, I THINK PROVIDING THIS SOFTWARE WILL 

GIVE THE PUBLIC THE SAME TOOLS AS THE BUILDERS WHICH 

WILL HELP THEM TO REACH COMPROMISES. OVER THE LAST 

YEAR SINCE I'VE BEEN IN OFFICE WE'VE SEEN MANY 

PROJECTS IMPROVE DUE TO ACTIVE COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT. I HOPE BY PROVIDING THE TOOLS, WE'LL 



CONTINUE SEEING NEIGHBORS SHARE THEIR CONCERNS 

AND REACHING AGREEMENTS THAT HELP THEM BENEFIT 

EVERYONE. EVERYONE CAN SAVE THEIR WORK AND MAKE IT 

AVAILABLE FOR ANYBODY WISHING TO DOWNLOAD IT. THUS 

WE'LL BE COMPILING OUR LANDSCAPE. THIS IS ALREADY 

AVAILABLE IN THE GOOGLE SKETCH UP WAREHOUSE. IT 

SHOWS HOW DETAILED YOU CAN BE WHEN PLANNING YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD. IT HAS A LARGE DATABASE OF MATERIALS 

AND ARCHITECTURAL SCHOOLS. THIS IS KIND OF HOW I 

ENVISION THE PROCESS HAPPENING. I INCLUDED THE 

SCREEN SHOPS FROM THE ACTUAL PROGRAM TO 

DEMONSTRATE THAT I'M ONLY USING THE TOOLS OF THE 

PROGRAM. HERE'S AN EXAMPLE WHERE THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP WOULD DRAW ALL THE BUILDINGS 

IN A CERTAIN HAVEN'T. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE 

IN CAPTIONERS]  

AND THE CITY FUNCTIONS BEST WITH THEIR ACTIVE 

COMMUNITY INPUT. WITH THAT, MAYOR, I WOULD LIKE TO 

ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS TOOL AS I HAVE MY 

AIDE HERE WHO HAS IT ONLINE IF ANYONE HAS ANY 

QUESTIONS.  

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. QUESTIONS? 

EXCUSE ME. COUNCILMEMBER KIM? COMMENTS? VERY 

IMPRESSIVE. COUNCILMEMBER KIM? YES, COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN. SORRY.  

McCracken: YEAH. I JUST WANT TO CONGRATULATE 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM THAT -- TAKE THIS IS A GREAT 

INNOVATION. THAT ACTUALLY -- I'M HOPING WE'LL BE ABLE 

TO REPEAT THIS PRESENTATION THIS EVENING WHEN WE 

HAVE OUR INFILL RESIDENTIAL ORDINANCE BECAUSE -- 

BECAUSE I'M NOT SURE IF IT WAS -- I BELIEVE IT WAS A 

SKETCH OF THE -- THAT THE TASK FORCE USED WITH GREAT 

SUCCESS AND SO WE HAVE HEARD CONCERNS ABOUT -- 

WITH THE TASK FORCE PRESENTED IT'S COMPLICATED OR 

SIMPLE. THE TASK FORCE THEMSELVES FOUND THAT VERY 

SIMPLE BASED ON WHAT YOU BROUGHT FORWARD AGAIN IF 

HER. I THINK YOU PROVIDED A GREAT TOOL FOR PROVIDING 

A VERY SIMPLE USING FRIENDLY DEVELOPMENT PROCESS, 

GREAT ASSET, CONSIDERING THIS EARNINGS THANKS FOR 



DOING THIS.  

ABSOLUTELY. THERE'S A SIMPLE WAY, ONE OF THE THINGS 

THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING WAS THE ENVELOPE, 

DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPE. THERE'S A WAY TO INSERT THAT 

ENVELOPE, WE WILL SEE SOME OF THAT LATER WE WILL 

MAKE THAT AVAILABLE FOR EVERYONE AT THE ONE STOP 

SHOP FOR USE. BUT I THINK THAT IT'S -- IT'S REALLY GREAT 

FOR A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO CAN UNDERSTAND VERY 

COMPLICATED FEATURES AND CONCERNING DEVELOPMENT 

MORE VISUALLY RATHER THAN ON THE PAPER. ANY KIND OF 

WAY WE CAN UNDERSTAND IT BETTER, I THINK IT'S BETTER 

FOR EVERYONE.  

TELL US THE TRUTH. IS IT SIMPLE ENOUGH FOR A 

COUNCILMEMBER TO UNDERSTAND? AND USE?  

WE CAN -- SEPARATE TRAINING FOR YOU IF YOU WANT OR 

ANY OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS FOR THAT MATTER. I 

PROBABLY NEED TRAINING MYSELF, SO [LAUGHTER]  

McCracken: I SAY THAT IN A COUNCILMEMBER CAN FIGURE IT 

OUT, A HOME BUILDER AND A NEIGHBORHOOD COULD 

FIGURE IT OUT.  

Kim: ABSOLUTELY. YEAH [LAUGHTER] WITH THAT I WOULD 

LIKE TO MAKE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF DIRECTING THE 

STAFF TO MAKE THIS TOOL AVAILABLE AT THE ONE-STOP 

SHOP.  

Mayor Wynn: GREAT. MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY TO APPROVE 

ITEM NO. 78 AS POSTED AND PRESENTED. FURTHER 

COMMENTS?  

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR 

BOBBY, MY ZONING AIDE TO PUT THIS TOGETHER. IT WAS A 

LOT OF HARD WORK. IHE KNEW I WANTED A LOT INTO IT. 

ALSO THE STAFF AS WELL FOR HELPING HIM WITH THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: YES, THANK YOU ALL. FURTHER COMMENTS ON 

ITEM NO. 78? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 



SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 6-0 WITH 

THE MAYOR PRO TEM TEMPORARILY OFF THE DAIS. COUPLE 

MORE DISCUSSION ITEMS THAT WE CAN TAKE UP AND/OR 

GO TO OUR BRIEFING, IF COUNCILMEMBER -- 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ? OKAY. SO EARLIER 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ PULLED ITEM NOS. 79 AND 80, 

BOTH ITEMS FROM HE AND THE MAYOR PRO TEM. WITH THAT 

I WILL RECOGNIZE COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

THANKS, MAYOR. IT'S JUST SOME INFORMATION THAT -- 

THAT'S BEING DISTRIBUTED AND I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE A 

POWERPOINT. OF WHICH I WILL ONLY BE USING THREE 

SLIDES. BECAUSE THE NATURE OF THE ITEM HAS CHANGED 

AS YOU MIGHT HAVE GATHERED IN THE CHANGE IN THE 

WORDING OF THE AGENDA, BUT I DO WANT TO TALK A LITTLE 

BIT ABOUT -- ABOUT THE -- ABOUT HOW THIS FITS IN, THIS 

PROPOSAL FITS INTO -- INTO AN OVERALL STRATEGY, YOU 

KNOW, FOR ADDRESSING GENTRIFICATION AND IF WE CAN 

GET THAT ONE -- GET THAT PRESENTATION UP. REALLY, YOU 

KNOW, QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INTENT BEHIND THIS 

PROGRAM, HOW IT FITS INTO A STRATEGY TO ADDRESS 

GENTRIFICATION, YOU KNOW, I WANTED TO COME UP WITH A 

-- WITH A SIMPLE VISUAL THAT KIND OF GETS THAT HOW WE 

HAVE BEEN TRYING TO APPROACH THE PROBLEM BECAUSE 

IT IS A VERY COMPLEX PROBLEM AND THERE IS NO ONE 

SOLUTION TO -- TO ADDRESSING THE IMPACTS THAT OUR 

CONSTITUENTS ARE ASKING US TO ADDRESS. 

PARTICULARLY IN EAST AUSTIN. JUST EAST OF DOWNTOWN. 

WITH YOU THE CPNR ZONE PROPOSAL THAT THE COUNCIL 

APPROVED OVER A YEAR AGO NOW INCLUDED WITH IT 

SEVERAL DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO -- TO ADDRESS THE 

ISSUE OF GENTRIFICATION, I THINK THE FIRST AND 

FOREMOST AT THE VERY BOTTOM YOU SEE ENCOURAGING 

APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT AND -- AND AN EARLIER SLIDE 

I HAD WRITTEN ENCOURAGING APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR 

THAT -- BUT I'M NOT SURE THAT -- WHAT EXACTLY THAT 

MEANT OR WHY I WROTE IT THAT WAY. BUT I ACTUALLY 

MEANT TO WRITE THIS. ENCOURAGING APPROPRIATE 

DEVELOPMENT AND SO THROUGH THE -- THROUGH THE 



FINANCIAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM, AGAIN THAT'S WHAT WE 

ARE TRYING TO PROMOTE IS -- IS DEVELOPMENTS THAT WILL 

INCLUDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING THAT WILL -- THAT WILL 

HIRE RESIDENTS WHO LIVE IN THE ZONE WHO WILL -- WHO 

WILL AGREE TO SUPPORT A SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 

FUND, AND SO THAT'S -- THAT'S WHAT THE FINANCIAL 

INCENTIVE PART OF -- OF WHAT THE COUNCIL CREATED 

SOUGHT TO ACCOMPLISH. THERE'S AN ITEM THAT THE 

COUNCIL APPROVED EARLIER TODAY TO SET THE 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR A SMALL BUSINESS FUND THAT 

WAS CREATED BY COUNCIL DURING THE LAST BUDGET 

CYCLE. BUT THAT -- THAT THE IDEA BEHIND THAT PROGRAM 

WAS TO HELP -- HELP THE EXISTING BUSINESSES, YOU 

KNOW, IF YOU PROVIDE FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR NEW 

DEVELOPMENT WE ARE -- YOU ARE GOING TO HELP NEW 

DEVELOPMENT -- NEW COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES AND -- 

AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS, BUT WHAT WE HEARD 

FROM THE COMMUNITIES WE NEED HELP THAT GOES TO 

EXISTING BUSINESSES AND EXISTING HOMEOWNERS, SO IN 

TODAY'S AGENDA WE DID SET SOME PARAMETERS FOR THE 

SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE FUND FOR -- FOR THE CPNR 

ZONED AREA. AND SO FINALLY IN THE -- IN THE LAST ARENA 

IN TERMS OF PROVIDING ASSISTANCE FOR EXISTING 

RESIDENTS, AGAIN I THINK TO A CERTAIN DEGREE THAT'S 

THE MOST -- THE MOST CHALLENGING OF ALL OF THE 

ARENAS AND IF WE CAN GO TO THE NEXT SLIDE, I WILL 

OUTLINE ESPECIALLY WHAT THE -- WHAT THE -- SORRY 

WHAT THE APPROACH IS OR HOW THE PROPOSAL ON THE 

TABLE WOULD HELP US -- IN TERMS OF PROVIDING 

ASSISTANCE FOR EXISTING RESIDENTS, THE HOUSING 

REHABILITATION PROPOSAL THAT'S ON THE TABLE WOULD 

TIE INTO THE -- THE TAX STABILIZATION -- APPROACH THAT 

WAS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF EARLIER THIS YEAR. IN 

TERMS OF PROVIDING SOME SUPPORT AND -- AND IN TERMS 

OF STABLE LOSING THE -- THAT THE TAXES FOR -- FOR 

RESIDENTS IN THIS ZONE, FEELING THE PRESSURES OF -- OF 

THE NEW DEVELOPMENT AND HOW IT'S AFFECTING THEIR 

APPRAISALS AND SO -- SO THE -- SO THAT TYPE OF -- THAT 

TYPE OF ASSISTANCE, THE HOMEOWNER INVESTING IN THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF THEIR HOME. SO WHAT THIS HOUSING 

REHABILITATION PROGRAM THAT -- THAT I WOULD LIKE TO 

PROPOSE THAT THE COUNCIL FUND WOULD DO IS PROVIDE 



SOME HOUSING REHABILITATION FUNDING FOR FOLKS WHO -

- WHO DON'T HAVE THE FUNDING TO INVEST IN THE -- IN THE 

REHAB -- REHABILITATION OF THEIR HOME BECAUSE IF THEY 

CAN'T AFFORD TO REHABILITATE THEIR HOME, THEN THEY 

CAN'T ENJOY THE TAX BENEFIT OR THE TAX FREEZE THAT 

WAS DISCUSSED DURING ENVISION AND WE -- I THINK THAT 

WE HAVE DONE AN ANALYSIS OF FOLKS IN THE ZONE WHO 

HAVE -- WHO HAVE IN -- IN TERMS OF THE NUMBER OF 

YEARS HOMEOWNERS HAVE LIVED IN THE ZONE AND THE 

NUMBER OF POTENTIAL FOLKS WHO COULD QUALIFY FOR 

THIS TYPE OF ASSISTANCE AND -- AND IF WE ASSUME A 10 

YEAR RESIDENCY, THERE'S OVER 2,000 PEOPLE WHO MIGHT 

QUALIFY, YOU KNOW, FOR ASSISTANCE AND SO ONE OF THE 

SUGGESTIONS THAT I HAD, YOU KNOW, PROPOSED FOR THIS 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROGRAM IS THAT WE LOOK AT 

MAYBE A LONGER -- LONGER RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT, 

MAYBE CLOSER TO 15 YEARS, SO THAT AGAIN WE CAN 

TARGET FOLKS WHO WILL BE -- WHO WILL BE MAYBE MOST -- 

I GUESS WHO -- WHO THINK -- WHO WERE TRYING TO HELP, 

YOU KNOW, FURTHER DEFINE AND BETTER DEFINE THE 

POPULATION THAT'S TRYING TO BE -- TRYING TO BE SERVED 

ANOTHER WAY WE MIGHT DO THAT IS BY, YOU KNOW, 

REDUCING OR TARGETING A POPULATION OF -- OF FAMILIES 

THAT MAKE A LOWER INCOME. WE HAD TALKED ABOUT 

TARGETING FAMILIES AT 50% MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME, BUT 

WE MIGHT -- WE MIGHT SEEK TO DIG FURTHER DOWN AND 

HELP FAMILIES AT 30% MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME. PART OF 

THE REASON BEHIND THAT IS THAT THE DATA THAT WE 

ANALYZE SHOWS THAT MORE THAN HALF OF THE 

HOMEOWNERS WHO LIVED THERE FOR MORE THAN 10 

YEARS, 65 YEARS AND OLDER, SO THESE FOLKS -- THAT ARE 

IN THE -- IN THE FIXED INCOME OR LIMITED INCOME, AND -- 

AND WOULD BE FOLKS WHO -- WHO MAY NEED THE MOST 

HELP IN TERMS OF FIXING THEIR HOMES OR -- OR 

PROVIDING SOME STABILITY TO THEIR TAX SITUATION. AND 

SO THAT'S -- THAT'S WHAT -- WHERE MOST PROGRAMS 

WOULD FIT IN. OTHER PROGRAMS THAT THE CITY IS 

CONTEMPLATING IS THE UTILITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

THAT AUSTIN ENERGY IS -- IS DEVELOPING, ALSO, TO SERVE 

-- TO SERVE QUALIFYING RESIDENTS AND THE LAST ONE, I'LL 

MENTION, IS THE -- IS THE -- IS A PROGRAM TO -- TO ASSIST 

FAMILIES IN TERMS OF -- OF PAYING THEIR TAXES THAT ARE 



IN ARREARS AND I LIST THAT AS A PRIVATELY FUNDED ITEM 

BECAUSE THIS THIS IS AN ARENA WHERE THE -- WHERE THE 

CITY CANNOT BE INVOLVED. THE CITY CANNOT HELP PEOPLE 

PAY THEIR TAXES BECAUSE IN ESSENCE WE WOULD BE 

USING TAXPAYER DOLLARS TO PAY, YOU KNOW, A -- 

FAMILIES TO PAY THEIR -- TO PAY TAXES BACK TO THE CITY 

OR TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES. AND TO A CERTAIN 

DEGREE THIS IS THE KIND OF ASSISTANCE THAT THE 

COMMUNITY HAS ASKED FOR, BUT IT'S THE KIND OF 

ASSISTANCE THAT WE CANNOT PROVIDE. SO I HAVE BEEN 

WORKING WITH THE -- WITH THE PRIVATE DEVELOPERS, 

WHO ARE DEVELOPING WITHIN THE CPNR ZONE TO WORK 

WITH A NON-PROFIT TO ESTABLISH A TAX PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, WITH WHICH THE CITY WOULD HAVE 

NO INVOLVEMENT SO THAT -- SO THAT THAT NON-PROFIT 

WOULD HAVE THE MOST FLEXIBILITY IN TERMS OF 

DETERMINING THE BEST WAY TO ASSIST A FAMILY OR A 

HOME OWNER IN THE CPNR ZONE. I BELIEVE -- I BELIEVE 

THAT'S -- I'M NOT GOING TO USE THE OTHER SLIDES, SO -- 

SO WE CAN TURN OFF THE POWERPOINT. BUT I WANTED TO 

JUST KIND OF GIVE THAT OVERVIEW OF -- OF THE VARIOUS 

STRATEGIES OF THE -- THAT THE CITY COUNCIL IS TRYING 

TO IMPLEMENT TO ADDRESS THIS VERY CHALLENGING 

ISSUE AND, YOU KNOW, PART OF THE REASON THAT I 

WANTED TO BRING THIS FORWARD IS JUST TO -- TO ENSURE 

THAT -- THAT AS WE TRY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE WE ARE 

ALSO THINKING THROUGH THE NEEDS OF -- OF THE FOLKS 

WHO -- WHO HAVE THE LOWEST INCOME OR THE -- THAT 

WOULD BE HARDEST TO SERVE OR MAYBE HAVING THE 

HARDEST TROUBLE REMAINING IN THESE NEIGHBORHOODS 

BECAUSE THEY ARE AT THE 30% MFI LEVEL OR LESS OR ON 

FIXED INCOME AND SO THE IDEA BEHIND THE -- BEHIND THE 

CREATION OF THE HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION LOAN 

PROGRAM TO TARGET -- TARGET EAST AUSTIN RESIDENTS 

THAT MEET THIS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA WOULD BE TO MAKE 

SURE THAT -- THAT THEY CAN ALSO BENEFIT FROM SOME OF 

THE PROGRAMS THAT THE CITY IS CREATING TO 

ENCOURAGE THEM TO STAY. IF A FAMILY WANTS TO -- 

THERE'S NOTHING THAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT THAT. 

UNFORTUNATELY THE ONLY PRESSURES THEY MIGHT BE 

FEELING ARE NEGATIVE PRESSURES IN TERMS OF THEIR 

TAXES INCREASING AND SO THE -- SO WITH THESE -- THIS 



KIND OF ASSISTANCE, HOPEFULLY THEY ALSO SEE THAT 

THERE IS SOME BENEFIT, SOME ASSISTANCE THAT IS -- THAT 

THEY CAN RECEIVE IF THEY CHOOSE TO STAY FROM THE 

CITY'S POINT OF VIEWRKS THAT'S GOING TO BE A LOT 

EASIER FOR US TO TRY TO PRESERVE AFFORDABILITY THAT 

CURRENTLY EXISTS IN THESE EAST AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOODS THAN TO TRY TO BUILD THESE -- THESE 

30, 4050% OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME. I THINK THAT IT'S 

CHALLENGING ENOUGH TO TRY TO PROVIDE HOUSING AT 

80% OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME LEVEL, SO THROUGH THESE 

-- PRETTY MODEST EFFORTS, I BELIEVE, WHERE WE CAN -- 

HELP TO -- PRESERVE SOME OF THE EXISTING 

AFFORDABILITY IN TEASE NEIGHBORHOODS. THE ORIGINAL 

PROPOSAL THAT I PRESENTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL, 

INVOLVED A BUDGET AMENDMENT. WE FOUND A DIFFERENT 

WAY TO APPROACH THIS THAT WOULDN'T REQUIRE 

AMENDING THE BUDGET OR AMENDING OUR FINANCIAL 

POLICIES, WHICH -- WHICH I THINK BECAME VERY -- A VERY 

COMPLICATED DISCUSSION. SO I'M THANKFUL TO THE CITY 

MANAGER, PAUL HILGERS, NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING FOR 

COMING UP WITH THIS OPTION THAT MAKES USE OF SOME 

FUNDING FROM ANOTHER REHABILITATION PROGRAM THAT 

THE CITY HAS, WHICH CURRENTLY HAS -- HAS OVER $2.5 

MILLION, YOU KNOW, IN THAT BUDGET LINE ITEM AND 

FOCUSING A MILLION DOLLAR OF THAT TOWARD THIS 

EFFORT IN TERMS OF TRYING TO HELP -- TO HELP FAMILY 

WHO'S LIVE WITHIN ZONE 16 THE CPNR ZONE WITH -- WITH 

THE REHABILITATION NEEDS AND HOPEFULLY ALLOWING 

THEM TO QUALIFY FOR -- FOR THIS TAX PROGRAM THAT THE 

CITY IS DEVELOPING. AGAIN, HELP US AND HELP THEM TO 

RETAIN AND/OR PRESERVE SOME BUILT-IN AFFORDABILITY 

THAT'S ALREADY THERE AND COULD QUICKLY BE LOST IF 

SOME RELIEF OR SUPPORT IS NOT PROVIDED AND -- AND 

THE MOOD -- THINKING EAST AUSTIN IS -- IS KIND OF 

CHANGING IN TERMS OF HOW QUICKLY THIS IS THE 

COMMUNITY IS GOING TO BE TRANSFORMED, YOU KNOW, 

PEOPLE -- PEOPLE ARE THINKING IN THREE YEARS, THE 

MAKEUP OF THE CENTRAL EAST AREA IS GOING TO 

INCREDIBLY CHANGE IF WE ARE NOT ABLE TO USE SOME OF 

THESE -- SOME OF THESE -- ABLE TO PUT SOME OF THESE 

PROGRAMS IN PLACE AND SO -- SO I -- SO I APPRECIATE THE 

COUNCIL'S SUPPORT IN -- IN DOING THIS. ANOTHER -- 



ANOTHER I THINK IMPORTANT WAY, THIS RELATION, 

ANOTHER ACTION WE TOOK EARLIER TODAY IS TO 

ESTABLISH BONDS TO -- TO SUPPORT AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AND WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE 

IDEA OF ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY LAND TRUST AS PART 

OF THAT, BUT -- BUT WE CAN PUT SOME OF THESE 

PROGRAMS INTO PLACE NOW, YOU KNOW, IN A COUPLE OF 

YEARS WHEN WE ACTUALLY HAVE THOSE BOND FUNDS 

AVAILABLE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT OR 

FOR THE COMMUNITY LAND TRUST AND HOPEFULLY WE 

WOULD HAVE HELPED SOME OF THESE FOLKS REMAIN, YOU 

KNOW, IN THEIR HOMES AND THUS HELPING US TO ACHIEVE 

OR TO -- TO BE ABLE TO PRESERVE AGAIN THAT 

AFFORDABILITY THAT EXISTS. SO I REALLY -- I REALLY THINK 

THAT THAT IS -- IT ALL FITS IN NICELY. I APPRECIATE -- I 

APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT THIS ON THE TABLE 

FOR DISCUSSION. I WILL ENTERTAIN ANY QUESTIONS. 

CORRECTION CHANGE, ITEM NO. 80, ONE OF THESE TWO 

ITEMS TO NOW SIMPLY READ AS REFERENCED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ ITEM NO. 80, APPROVE AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR '05-CONVICTION 

CONVICTION GENERAL OPERATING BUDGET, BY 

DESIGNATING ONE MILLION OF THE HOME OWNER REHAB 

LOAN PROGRAM FOR USE IN THE COMMUNITY 

PRESERVATION REVIOLATES CPNR ZONE. COMMENTS, 

QUESTIONS? NO SPEAKERS SIGNED UP. SO IF NOT I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON THE -- I'M SORRY, MR. STEVENS. 

WELCOME.  

I SAW A FLAG OUT THERE OUT OF THE CORNER OF MY EYE.  

MAY I OFFER A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT TO THAT WORDING 

[LAUGHTER] THAT YOU DELETE THE WORDS GENERAL FUND 

FROM THAT AND SO THAT IT READS SIMPLY 2005-2006 

OPERATING BUDGET.  

Mayor Wynn: WITH THE SAME ORDINANCE NUMBER?  

YES.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. SO WHEN I TAKE THAT MOTION, WE WILL 

INCLUDE THAT, THANKS, JOHN. FURTHER COMMENTS? ON -- 

ON CORRECTED ITEM NO. 80? QUESTIONS FOR 



COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ? OKAY. HEARING NONE I WILL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION.  

Alvarez: MY SUGGESTION IS THAT WE TAKE NO ACTION ON 

ITEM NO. 79, REMOVE THAT FROM THE AGENDA AND THAT 

WE APPROVE ITEM 80, AS NOTED IN THE CHANGES AND 

CORRECTIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: YES.  

Alvarez: AND AS -- AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 

SUGGESTION FROM MR. STEPHENS.  

Mayor Wynn: YES, AGAIN, MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ, SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM TO 

WITHDRAW ITEM NO. 9 AND APPROVE THE -- ITEM NO. 79 AND 

APPROVE 80, WHICH NOW READS APPROVE AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2005-2006 OPERATING BUDGET 

OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 20050912-001 BY RECOGNIZING 

OWNS IN THE HOMEOWNER REHAB PROGRAM, CPNR ZONE. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. COUNCIL, EVEN 

THOUGH WE HAVE A COUPLE OF DISCUSSION ITEMS THAT 

WE ARE STILL OFF THE CONSENT AGENDA, I THINK IT MIGHT 

HELP US MOVE ALONG TO HAVE -- GO AHEAD AND BEGIN 

OUR 2:00 BRIEFING ON WATER CONSERVATION. HOWEVER 

WE ARE POSTED, LET'S SEE. PERHAPS AFTER THE HOUSING 

--  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS. I'M JOE 

CANALES, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER OVER THE WATER 

UTILITY. THIS AFTERNOON I WILL BE INTRODUCING TODAY'S 

PRESENTATION. FIRST OF ALL I WANT TO DO A QUICK 

SUMMARY OF THE UTILITIES COMMISSION. IT'S POSTED UP 

ON THE SCREEN. TO SUMMARIZE THAT, IT STATES TO 



PROVIDE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF OUR WATER 

RESOURCES, HOPEFULLY WE CAN EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT 

WE HAVE DONE IN THE PAST, WHAT WE ARE DOING NOW, 

WHAT WE WANT TO DO IN THE FUTURE TO BE ABLE TO 

FULFILL THAT MISSION. I ASSURED THE CITY MANAGER THAT 

I DID NOT DRAW THIS DIAGRAM. FOR THE LAST SIX MONTHS, 

WE HAVE PRESENTED YOU WITH INFORMATION 

HIGHLIGHTING THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL WATER 

TREATMENT CAPACITY. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A MOMENT 

AND STEP BACK AND LOOK AT THE WATER MANAGEMENT 

FROM A HIGHER LEVEL. FROM THIS BIG PICTURE 

PERSPECTIVE, YOU WILL SEE THREE DISTINCT 

COMPONENTS OF WATER MANAGEMENT. FIRST OF ALL, YOU 

WILL LOOK AT WATER SUPPLY COMPONENT, MAKING SURE 

THAT YOU HAVE ADEQUATE SUPPLY FOR YOUR NEEDS. 

SECONDLY, YOU LOOK AT THE WATER TREATMENT AND 

DISTRIBUTION, MAKING SURE THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO TREAT 

THE WATER AND DELIVER IT TO YOUR CUSTOMERS. AND 

ALSO YOU ALSO HAVE THE WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT. 

THIS IS WHERE YOU SEA WATER CONSERVATION RECLAIM 

NATION AND REUSE STRATEGIES. FROM A SUPPLY 

PERSPECTIVE, WE HAVE DONE VERY WELL. WE HAVE A 50 

YEAR WATER SUPPLY AGREEMENT WITH LCRA, WITH AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND THAT FOR ANOTHER 50 YEARS. 

YOU HAVE HEARD US ALREADY PRESENT TO YOU THAT 

ADDITIONAL TREATMENT CAPACITY IS NEEDED BY 2011. 

WHAT WE HAVE NOT COVERED IN AS MUCH DETAIL IS THE 

WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT COMPONENT. THE ROLE OF 

CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAMS. THESE ARE VERY 

IMPORTANT PROGRAMS FOR OUR UTILITY. OPTIMIZING THE 

USE OF OUR AVAILABLE RESOURCES IS NOT ONLY A VALUE 

EMBRACED BY THE UTILITY, BUT IT ALSO MAKES GOOD 

BUSINESS SENSE. LET ME ILLUSTRATE A POINT OF 

REFERENCE HERE. IF YOU LOOK AT THE WATER SUPPLY 

CONTRACT WITH LCRA, IT CONTAINS A USAGE AMOUNT THAT 

TRIGGERS A HIGHER RATE FOR PURCHASING FUTURE 

WATER. THAT TRIGGER IS 201-ACRE FEET PER YEAR FOR 

TWO YEARS IN A ROW. OUR PROJECTIONS HAVE US 

REACHING THAT LEVEL AROUND 2021. FOR EVERY YEAR WE 

DELAY THAT LEVEL, WE CAN ACHIEVE A PROJECTED 

SAVINGS OF APPROXIMATELY $11 MILLION. SO WE 

RECOGNIZE A SIGNIFICANCE OF HAVING A STRONG 



CONSERVATION REUSE PROGRAM. LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT 

THE BACKGROUND OF THE UTILITY'S PLANNING HISTORY. 

THE WATER UTILITY HAS BEEN DOING INTEGRATED WATER 

RESOURCE PLANNING SINCE 1994. NOT ONLY HAVE WE 

FOCUSED ON ENSURING ADEQUATE SUPPLY, WE HAVE 

DEVELOPED MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES TO ALLEVIATE OUR 

DEPENDENCE ON THAT SUPPLY. WE HAVE OPERATED WITH 

THREE COMPONENTS, THE ONES THAT YOU SEE ON THE 

SCREEN WITH THAT -- HAVE GUIDED OUR WORK AND OUR 

EFFORTS. OUR CHALLENGE AS WE MOVE FORWARD IS IN 

FINDING THE RIGHT BALANCE FOR INVESTING IN OUR ENTIRE 

UTILITY STRUCTURE. ON THE ONE HAND YOU HAVE DEMAND 

MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES SUCH AS CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS, REUSE PROGRAMS, OFFERING NEW 

OPPORTUNITIES ON HOW WE CAN REDUCE OUR 

CONSUMPTION. FIRST THE DEMANDS FROM AN AGING 

INFRASTRUCTURE THAT REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT 

INVESTMENT FOR OPERATING TREATMENT CAPACITY, 

COMPLIANCE WITH E.P.A. ORDERS AND RESPONDING TO 

GROWTH DEMANDS FOR NEW LINES, THE UTILITY NEEDS TO 

WEIGH ITS NEEDS VERY CAREFULLY. WE CAN'T INVEST TOO 

EARLY IN NEW TREATMENT FACILITIES BECAUSE WE TAKE 

VALUABLE C.I.P. FUNDS FROM OTHER NEEDED AREAS AND 

OBVIOUSLY WE CAN'T INVEST TOO LATE OR WE SEE 

MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE. IN 2005, WE ISSUED 

AN RFQ FOR CONSULTIVE SERVICES TO HELP US IN 

EVALUATING WATER SUPPLY NEEDS. IN JULY 2005 WE HIRED 

ALLEN PLUMBER & ASSOCIATES TO HELP US WITH LONG-

RANGE RESOURCE PLANNING. SINCE THEN THEY HAVE 

HELPED US ON ANOTHER RESEARCH NEEDS ASSOCIATED 

WITH TREATMENT PLANT 4 IN THE PROPOSED GREEN 

TREATMENT PLANT. TODAY, MR. STEVE KUNAN, IS HERE 

RELATED TO CONSERVATION AND USE EFFORT. PAST, 

FUTURE AND PRESENT DEMAND OPTIONS. FOLLOWING HIS 

PRESENTATION WILL BE MR. DAVID JUAREZ ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR WITH THE UTILITY WHO WILL ADDRESS IMPROVED 

WATER EFFICIENCY EFFORTS AS WELL AS MS. JANE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] ASSISTANT DIRECTOR WITH THE UTILITY 

WHO WILL ADDRESS US WITH ALTERNATE NEAR TERM 

WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS. FINALLY, MR. LIPPE WILL GO OVER 

OUR SCHEDULE. I WILL CLOSE OUT WITH A RECOMMENDED 

ACTION PLAN. AT THIS POINT I WOULD LIKE TO TURN IT OVER 



TO MR. KUNAN.  

THANK YOU, MR. CANALES. MY NAME IS STEVE KUNAN, WITH 

ALLEN PLUMBER ASSOCIATES. I WANT TO START OFF 

TALKING ABOUT THE DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND WHAT THE 

PAST HAS BEEN IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN. THE CITY HAS BEEN 

DOING DEMAND MANAGEMENT SINCE THE 1980'S, STARTED 

OFF IN RESPONSE TO SEVERE SUMMERS WITH HIGH 

TEMPERATURES AND VERY LITTLE RAINFALL THAT CREATED 

THE NEED FOR A MANDATORY WATER RATIONING IN 

RESPONSE TO SOME INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRICTIONS 

THAT WERE IN THE SYSTEM. THAT -- THAT MANDATORY 

WATER RATIONING HELPED THE CITY GET THROUGH THOSE 

SUMMERS AND THE CITY ALSO REALIZED AT THAT TIME THE 

VALUE OF DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND INCORPORATED IT AS 

AN ONGOING PLANNING TOOL. AND THROUGH THE MID 

1990S, THE CITY COUNCIL AT THAT POINT REITERATED THE 

IMPORTANCE OF DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND DIRECTED THE 

UTILITY TO REALLY BEGIN MONITORING AND MEASURING 

AND KEEPING TRACK OF THE DEMAND -- THE SAVINGS THAT 

THEY WERE GENERATING THROUGH THE WATER 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM. AND SO THIS UTILITY BEGAN 

MONITORING AND MEASURING IN 1993. AS YOU SEE UP ON 

THE SLIDE, THE UTILITY REALLY IMPLEMENTED A BROAD 

RANGE OF WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES LOOKING 

INTO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF WATER USE THROUGHOUT THE 

CITY. I WANT TO JUST HIGHLIGHT A COUPLE OF THOSE 

PROGRAMS. PROBABLY ONE THAT IS MOST FAMILIAR TO 

MOST INDIVIDUALS IS THE TOILET REBATE PROGRAM, IT'S 

ONE OF THE EARLY ONES. AND THERE'S A LOT OF FOLKS 

WHO HAVE GONE THROUGH THE PROGRAM. THROUGH THAT 

WE BAIT PROGRAM THE UTILITY HAS -- REBATE PROGRAM 

THE UTILITY HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO REPLACE 18% OF THE 

OLDER LESS WATER EFFICIENT TOILETS IN SINGLE FAMILY 

RESIDENCES, AS MUCH AS 40% IN THE MULTI-FAMILY 

RESIDENCES AND 15% OF THE COMMERCIAL TOILETS. 

OTHER -- SOME OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS, THE -- 

RIGHT NOW THE UTILITY IS REALLY MOVING INTO REBATE ON 

CLOTHES WASHERS THAT ARE WATER SAVERS AND HAVE 

ESTIMATED THAT THE 15,000 REBATES THAT THEY HAVE 

PROVIDED HAVE SAVED UP TO A MILLION GALLONS PER DAY. 

IRRIGATION AUDITS, THE UTILITY HAS -- HAS COMPLETED 



8500 IRRIGATION AUDITS OF HIGH DEMAND IRRIGATORS, 

HELPING THEM UNDERSTAND WHAT AN APPROPRIATE 

MEASURE, APPROPRIATE AMOUNT OF WATER TO USE IS. 

WITH AN ESTIMATED SAVING OF 1.15 MILLION GALLONS A 

DAY. THE LATEST PROGRAM IS -- IS REBATES OR SELLING OF 

RAIN BARRELS, THE UTILITY HAS SOLD 8400 RAIN BARRELS 

WHERE INDIVIDUALS, RESIDENCES OR COMMERCIAL 

ENTITIES COLLECT THE RAIN WATER OFF OF THEIR ROOF 

LINES AND THEN USE THAT TO IRRIGATE FURTHER SAVING 

WATER. AND FINALLY A NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL 

RETROFITS FOR COMMERCIAL ENTITIES WERE -- WHERE THE 

UTILITY HAS ASSISTED THEM IN BETTER USING THE WATER 

THAT THEY USE AT THEIR FACILITIES. ALTOGETHER, SINCE 

THAT 1993 TIME FRAME, THE UTILITY HAS ESTIMATED THAT 

THE SAVINGS HAD BEEN ON THE ORDER OF 12.7 MILLION-

GALLONS PER DAY ON A PEAK DAY BASIS. WHICH IS NEARLY 

5% OF THE UTILITY'S CURRENT CAPABILITIES OF TREATING 

WATER. IN TERMS OF AN ANNUAL BASIS, THEIR PROJECTION 

IS THAT WE ARE SAVING 13,000-ACRE FEET PER YEAR 

THROUGH THE WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS SINCE 

1993? AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, THE UTILITY HAS REALLY 

BEEN DOING REUSE SINCE THE MID 1980S WITHOUT HAVING 

A FORMAL MECHANISM FOR -- FOR MONITORING AND 

TRACKING THOSE, SO IF YOU WOULD ADD THAT -- THOSE 

NUMBERS TO THIS, THEY WOULD BE THAT MUCH HIGHER. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 13,000-ACRE FEET PER YEAR 

REDUCTION AS MR. CANALES INDICATED WITH THE LCRA 

TRIGGER, WHERE -- WE ARE AT 201,000-ACRE FEET USE, THE 

CITY WOULD INCUR ADDITIONAL COSTS. SO THROUGH THE 

PAST, WE HAVE ALREADY DELAYED THAT TRIGGER BY UP TO 

13,000-ACRE FEET. THE UTILITY'S WATER CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR QUALITY, 

THE EFFORTS, DILIGENCE THEY HAVE PUT INTO IT THROUGH 

A NUMBER OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS FROM 

VARIOUS GROUPS. IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE 

UTILITY HAS REALLY UNDERTAKEN A PROGRESSIVE WATER 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT 

THEY HAVE AN ADEQUATE LONG-TERM SUPPLY. THE UTILITY 

HAS RECOGNIZED THAT -- THAT BEYOND JUST HAVING A 

WATER SUPPLY AS A WATER SUPPLY OPTION, THAT WATER 

CONSERVATION MAKES ECONOMIC SENSE IN -- IN DELAYING 

FUTURE COSTS AND SAVING THOSE -- THAT CAPITAL, THOSE 



CAPITAL DOLLARS. IN CONTRAST, MANY OF THE OTHER 

UTILITIES THAT GET INTO WATER CONSERVATION IN A BIG 

WAY ARE FACING A -- A TOTALLY DIFFERENT WATER SUPPLY 

PICTURE. THEIR WATER SUPPLY SHORT -- THEY ARE WATER 

SUPPLY SHORT AND TRYING TO CATCH UP, JUST TO MAKE 

SURE THAT THEY CAN MAKE IT THROUGH THE NEXT 

SUMMER OR THE SUMMER AFTER THAT. SO THE UTILITY HAS 

BEEN VERY PROGRESSIVE IN -- IN PROVIDING WATER 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS IN A BROAD RANGE SINCE THE 

MID 1980, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS AN ADEQUATE WATER 

SUPPLY. IN ADDITION TO WATER CONSERVATION, THE 

OTHER MAJOR COMPONENT OF THE DEMAND MANAGEMENT 

IS THE RECLAIMED WATER PLAN. THE UTILITY DEVELOPED A 

MASTER PLAN FOR RECLAIMED WATER USE IN THE CITY IN 

1992. THE INTENT OF THE PROGRAM IS TO PROVIDE 

RECLAIMED WATER FOR IRRIGATION AND INDUSTRIAL USES 

THROUGHOUT THE CITY. THERE'S A SIGNIFICANT NETWORK 

OF PIPES THAT ARE PLANNED TO GO INTO THE GROUND 

THROUGH A -- THROUGH A 27 YEAR PERIOD, CURRENTLY 

THE -- THE UTILITY IS PROVIDING 800 MILLION-GALLONS PER 

YEAR OR APPROXIMATELY 2 MILLION-GALLONS PER DAY 

WITH A PROJECTION OF GROWING THE SYSTEM TO 

ULTIMATELY USING 27 MILLION GALLONS PER DAY IN THE 

YEAR 2050. I WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT JUST A COUPLE OF 

THE RECENTLY COMPLETED RECLAIMED WATER PROJECTS. 

THE SOUTH AUSTIN REGIONAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

PLANT RECEIVED SOME PUMP STATION UPGRADES FOR THE 

SYSTEM THERE. AND ELEVATED STORAGE TANK TO AID IN 

SYSTEM OPERATION. THE JIMMY CLAY GOLF COURSE, 

BOOSTER PUMP STATION WAS COMPLETED. THE 51st 

STREET TRANSMISSION MAIN TO THE ROBERT MUELLER 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT REDEVELOPMENT SITE. HOW DO THOSE 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS REALLY AFFECT WATER 

SUPPLY. WELL, THEY SHOW UP IN THE PEAK DAY DEMAND 

SITUATION. ON THIS GRAPH YOU CAN SEE IN THE DARK BLUE 

LINE IS THE POPULATION GROWTH OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

UTILITY CUSTOMERS, SINCE THE MID 1960S. AND THEN THE 

VARIOUS DOTS ARE THE ACTUAL PEAK DAY DEMANDS 

EXPERIENCED IN EACH ONE OF THE INDIVIDUAL YEARS AND 

THE KIND OF RED ORANGEISH LINE IS A TREND OF THAT 

PEAK DAY THAT WE USE TO PROJECT OUT INTO THE 

FUTURE. AND INTERESTING ON THIS GRAPH, YOU CAN SEE 



THAT THE PEAK DAY DEMAND IS GROWING AT A MUCH 

SLOWER RATE THAN THE POPULATION IS GROWING. AND IN 

PARTICULAR, SINCE THE MID 1980'S, THE DISTANCE 

BETWEEN THOSE TWO LINES IS GROWING EVEN MORE 

RAPIDLY. THAT'S INDICATING THAT THE WATER 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS AROUND THE WATER -- AND THE 

WATER REUSE PROGRAMS ARE REALLY HAVING AN EFFECT 

ON THE DEMAND. AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, THE UTILITY 

SINCE 1993, HAS ESTIMATED THAT THEY HAVE SAVED 12.7 

MILLION-GALLONS PER DAY ON A PEAK DAY BASIS. WHEN 

YOU LOOK AT THE HISTORIC DEMAND, WHAT THIS -- WHAT 

THIS RELATES TO IS -- IS A DELAY IN A PEAK DAY 

OCCURRENCE OF 2.7 YEARS. SO IN EFFECT THROUGH THE 

PAST WATER CONSERVATION AND DEMAND MANAGEMENT, 

THE UTILITY HAS ALREADY DELAYED THE NEED FOR THE 

NEW GREEN WATER TREATMENT PLANT BY 2.7 YEARS AND 

HAS DELAYED THE NEED FOR THE -- FOR THE NEW WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4 BY THAT SAME 2.7 YEARS AS 

WELL AS EVERY FUTURE INCREASE IN WATER CAPACITY 

NEEDS. THAT'S A PICTURE OF THE PAST AS FAR AS WATER 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT IN -- IN AUSTIN. WHAT I WOULD LIKE 

TO TALK TO YOU NOW IS JUST THAT THE -- THE CURRENT -- 

THE PRESENT AS MR. CANALES INDICATED, MY FIRM IS 

CURRENTLY DOING A WATER RESOURCE PLANNING STUDY. 

AND THAT STUDY HAS BEEN BROKEN INTO TWO PHASES AND 

WHAT I'M HERE TALKING TODAY ABOUT IS THE FIRST PHASE 

OF THAT WHERE WE REALLY WERE ASKED TO LOOK AT 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT IN THE EARLY YEARS. WERE THERE 

SPECIFIC PROGRAMS THAT -- THE UTILITY COULD LOOK AT 

AS FAR AS ADOPTING THAT COULD AFFECT SIGNIFICANTLY 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT IN THE NEXT FIVE TO 15 YEARS? SO 

WHAT WE DID WAS WE WENT OUT TO ALL OF THE VARIOUS 

UTILITIES THAT ARE KNOWN FOR WATER CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS AND ASKED THEM WHAT THEY WERE DOING, 

WHAT THEY HAD TRIED? AND WE CAME UP WITH A LIST OF 

OVER 100 DIFFERENT PROGRAMS THAT DIFFERENT ENTITIES 

ARE USING TO TRY TO -- TO MANAGE THEIR DEMAND. OF 

THOSE, SINCE WE WERE REALLY LOOKING FOR PEAK DAY 

MANAGEMENT IN THE SHORT TERM, WE IDENTIFIED 14 

SPECIFIC PROGRAMS THAT WE THOUGHT SHOWED SOME 

PROMISE TO HAVE THE EFFECT THAT THE UTILITY WAS 

LOOKING FOR IN TERMS OF DELAYING ADDITIONAL 



TREATMENT CAPACITY NEEDS. THE REMAINING PROJECTS 

THAT WEREN'T LOOKED AT INITIALLY IN THIS PHASE A, WE 

WILL GO BACK IN AS PART OF THE LONG RANGE AND SEE 

WHETHER THEY HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN THE LONG-RANGE 

PLAN, SO THAT THEY WILL BE GETTING ADDITIONAL LOOK. IN 

TERMS OF THE PHASE A REPORT, WE ARE PUTTING 

TOGETHER TECHNICAL MEMORANDA THAT WILL -- THAT WILL 

PRESENT THE RESULTS IN A -- IN A FORMAL MANNER AND 

THOSE SHOULD BE READY IN THE NEXT TWO TO THREE 

WEEKS. BUT I'M -- I'M HERE TODAY TO SHARE SOME OF THE 

RESULTS OF THAT. SO IN TERMS OF WHAT THOSE -- OF 

THOSE 14 PROGRAMS THAT WERE SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED 

AND EVALUATED, THERE WERE A NUMBER OF THAT WE 

DETERMINED WERE INDEED POSSIBLE ADVANCED 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS THAT THE UTILITY AND THE CITY 

MAY WISH TO EVALUATE FURTHER AND ACTUALLY AADOPT. 

WHAT I HAVE ON THIS TABLE IS A LIST OF THOSE 

PROGRAMS, PROJECTED SAVINGS OUT TO THE 2015 TIME 

FRAME AND INDICATION AS TO THE LEGAL OF CAPITAL 

INVESTMENT THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT 

THAT PROGRAM, WHETHER OR NOT THERE WOULD BE 

ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES REQUIRED TO OPERATE THAT 

PROGRAM, AND THEN SOME OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OR 

SCHEDULE ISSUES IN TERMS OF ACTUALLY BRINGING THAT 

PROGRAM ON LINE. SO JUST TO -- TO GO DOWN THE LINE, 

REDUCE LOST WATER -- I KNOW THE UTILITY HAS RECENTLY 

PUT IN A REPORT THAT THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT 

BOARD INDICATING THAT THERE'S A LOSS OF 12 MILLION 

GALLONS A DAY ON AVERAGE OUT OF THE SYSTEM. WHILE 

THAT'S -- WHILE THAT'S AS I THINK TONY GREG IS GOING TO 

TALK TO YOU A LITTLE BIT MORE DETAIL ABOUT THAT LATER, 

THAT IS WITHIN THE AWWA STANDARDS, BUT THERE IS 

ALWAYS ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT. THE SECOND ITEM IS ON 

MULTI-FAMILY INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL 

USERS, ADOPTING A MANDATORY FIVE DAY WATER CYCLE 

YEAR ROUND INDEPENDENT OF WHETHER WE WERE IN A 

DROUGHT CONDITION. THE THIRD ITEM WOULD BE 

RESIDENTIAL RETROFIT ON RESALE. WHERE THE OLDER 

HOMES THAT STILL HAVE THE -- HAVE THE HIGH WATER 

USING FIXTURES, THE TOILETS AND THE SHOWER HEADS 

WOULD BE REQUIRED BY ORDINANCE TO REPLACE THOSE 

FIXTURES BEFORE THAT HOME COULD BE RESOLD. MULTI-



FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL RETROFITS. AGAIN, AN 

ORDINANCE THAT WOULD REQUIRE ALL ENTITIES, ALL 

COMMERCIAL AND MULTI-FAMILY ENTITIES THAT STILL HAD 

THE HIGH WATER USE FIXTURES TO GO IN AND REPLACE 

THEM BY A DATE CERTAIN. AND THEN THE FINAL ITEM ON 

THIS SLIDE IS THE INCREASED WATER RATES AND THE 

UPPER TIERS, THIRD AND FOUR TIER BLOCKS, ESPECIALLY 

ADDING A FIFTH TIER, LOOKING AT TRYING TO USE PRICE HE 

WILL LAS COMMUNITY TO USE -- HE'LL LAS COMMUNITY -- 

ELASTICITY. I WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT SOME OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION AND SCHEDULE ISSUES. AS YOU NOTICE, 

A NUMBER OF THESE WOULD REQUIRE ORDINANCE 

ADOPTION IN THE -- IN THE INTENT OF MAKING THESE 

MANDATORY WATER RESTRICTIONS OR WATER SAVINGS. 

HOWEVER, ALONG WITH THAT, THERE NEEDS TO BE 

ENFORCEMENT AND VERIFICATION. JUST BECAUSE WE MAKE 

SOMETHING MANDATORY DOESN'T MEAN THAT PEOPLE ARE 

GOING TO COMPLY. AS WE ALL KNOW WE HAVE THE SPEED 

LIMITS OUT THERE ON THE HIGHWAYS, BUT EVERYBODY 

SEEMS TO HAVE THEIR OWN OPINION AS TO WHETHER 

THAT'S THE ACTUALLY SPEED LIMIT OR YOU CAN GO FIVE 

MILES AN HOUR MORE, 10 MILES AN HOUR MORE. IT ISN'T 

UNTIL YOU GET ENFORCEMENT BY HAVING THE POLICE OUT 

THERE, YOU GET TO REDEFINE YES THAT ACTUALLY IS THE 

SPEED LIMIT, YOU ARE EXPECTED TO COMPLY. THE SAME 

WOULD BE TRUE WITH A WATER SAVING ORDINANCE. YOU 

WOULD NEED TO HAVE THAT COMPLIANCE AND 

ENFORCEMENT ACTION. THERE WOULD BE BUDGET 

CONSIDERATIONS IN TERMS OF THE ADDITIONAL F.T.E.'S AND 

THEN ON SOME ISSUES THERE WOULD BE SOME 

RELIABILITY, WHETHER OR NOT WE CAN ACTUALLY COUNT 

ON THAT WATER SAVINGS ACTUALLY OCCURRING. IN MOST 

WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS, SINCE THEY ARE 

PHASED IN AND ARE REQUIRING ON PEOPLE TO CHANGE 

THEIR BEHAVIORS, IT IS IT AS TYPICALLY -- IT TAKES 

TYPICALLY THREE TO FIVE YEARS TO REALLY JUDGE 

WHETHER A PROGRAM IS HAVING THE DESIRED EFFECTS. 

NOW, HISTORICALLY THE CITY AND THE UTILITY HAS -- HAS 

ACTUALLY GONE AFTER MORE STRUCTURAL CHANGES, THE 

TOILET REBATES, THE -- THE WASHING MACHINE REBATES, 

WHERE ONCE THEY PUT THAT -- THAT NEW 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN PLACE THEY CAN -- THEY CAN PRETTY 



WELL KNOW THAT THOSE FIXTURES ARE GOING TO BE 

USING LESS WATER. THAT'S BEEN THE LOW HANGING FRUIT. 

WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT NOW IS ACTUALLY MOVING 

TO SOME MORE -- MORE PROGRESSIVE PROGRAMS THAT 

YOU WOULD REQUIRE CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR, THEN THE 

ACTUAL ENFORCEMENT.  

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

JUST FOR CLARIFICATION, THE MEASURES THAT REQUIRE 

CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR, ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT 

VOLUNTARY OR MANDATORY PROGRAMS?  

BOTH VOLUNTARY AND MANDATORY, COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL. THAT THERE ARE SOME ON THE NEXT SLIDE 

THAT WILL BE OF A VOLUNTARY NATURE, MOST OF THE 

ITEMS ON THIS SLIDE ARE -- ARE OF A MANDATORY AND I 

GUESS INCREASING THE HIGH BLOCK WATER RATES ARE 

REALLY BOTH. YOU ARE CREATING AN ORDINANCE TO TRY 

TO -- TO EFFECT A CHANGE, BUT IT'S REALLY UP TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL TO DECIDE WHETHER PAYING MORE FOR THAT 

WATER IS SOMETHING HE'S WILLING TO DO.  

ANOTHER EXAMPLE THAT YOU USED, EVEN WHEN YOU DO 

SOMETHING MANDATORY, FOR EXAMPLE SPEEDING LAW, 

EVEN WITH ENFORCEMENT PEOPLE WILL STILL SPEED IN 

YOUR COMMUNITIES, SO ALL OF THESE REQUIRE SOME 

BEHAVIORAL BUY IN AND CHANGE.  

LARGE PROPERTY IRRIGATION AUDIT, LOOKING AT THOSE 

INDIVIDUALS THAT ARE USING A LOT OF WATER FOR 

IRRIGATION AND BETTER HELPING THEM UNDERSTAND 

WHAT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF IRRIGATION WOULD BE. 

ALSO MOVING THAT TYPE OF PROGRAM INTO THE 

RESIDENTIAL ARENA AND HELPING THOSE THAT USE A LOT 

AND INDIVIDUAL RESIDENCES. REQUIRING MULTI-FAMILY 

DEVELOPMENTS TO USE SUBMETERRING, THAT WOULD BE 

HAVING METERS ON EACH INDIVIDUAL APARTMENT, SO THAT 

THE APARTMENT DWELLERS ARE ACTUALLY SEEING HOW 

MUCH WATER THEY ARE USING AND THEY ARE HAVING TO 

PAY FOR IT DIRECTLY. AS OPPOSED TO HAVING IT -- AS 

PARTS OF THEIR RENT AND THEY -- THE REPRESENT 

DOESN'T CHANGE DEPENDING UPON HOW MUCH WATER 



THEY USE. FINALLY, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF EFFICIENT 

FIXTURE STANDARDS THAT STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

-- THE UTILITY, IN PARTICULAR TONY GREG HAS BEEN 

INSTRUMENTAL IN HAVING A LOT OF THOSE DEVELOPED. 

THE LAST ITEM ON THIS SLIDE IS HIGH PRESSURE WHILE IT'S 

NOT WATER CONSERVATION, IT IS DEMAND MANAGEMENT. 

WATER RECLAMATION INITIATIVE. WE HAVE IDENTIFIED A 

NUMBER OF PROJECTS TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THAT 

WOULD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT CAPITAL COST, WOULD HAVE 

SIGNIFICANT BUDGET IMPACTS, REALLY THE CONCERN WITH 

THE WATER RECLAMATION PROGRAM IS THAT THERE IS 

SOME UNCERTAINTY CONCERNING WHETHER OR NOT 

CUSTOMERS WILL ACTUALLY SIGN UP FOR THE PROGRAM. 

AND THAT IS -- AS WELL AS THEN THERE WOULD BE A 

CONSTRUCTION TIME LINE THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED. BUT 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF FUTURE RECLAIM WATER 

PROJECTS CURRENTLY PLANNED. THE EXTENSION OF THE 

TRANSMISSION MAIN, ELEVATED STORAGE TANK, AS WELL 

AS A NUMBER OF OTHER PROGRAMS THAT THE UTILITY IS 

PURSUING. OF THE 14 THERE WERE A NUMBER OF 

PROGRAMS THAT WE EVALUATED THAT THERE WE ARE NOT 

RECOMMENDING FOR IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION. 

THERE'S ONE OR MORE ISSUES WITH -- ASSOCIATED WITH 

THEM AND WE DON'T FEEL LIKE IN TERMS OF -- OF AN 

IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION THAT THEY WOULD REALLY 

HAVE THE DESIRED EFFECT OR THAT THERE MAY BE SOME 

OTHER REASON NOT TO DO THAT CURRENTLY. THAT'S NOT 

TO SAY THAT IN THE LONG RANGE PLAN THAT THEY MIGHT 

NOT RESURFACE AND -- AND BE CONSIDERED AGAIN. BUT IN 

TERMS OF -- OF MAKING A MANDATORY RESIDENTIAL FIVE 

DAY WATER CYCLE, A YEAR ROUND OCCURRENCE EVERY 

YEAR. WE REALLY BELIEVE THAT THE UTILITY NEEDS TO 

HAVE SOME EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES IN ITS 

TOOL BOX. TO MAKE THAT PARTICULAR STRATEGY A YEAR 

ROUND PERMANENT FIXTURE WOULD REALLY HINDER THE 

UTILITY IN BEING ABLE TO RESPOND TO EMERGENCY 

CONDITIONS, AFFECT RAPIDLY THE DEMAND PATTERNS. 

MULTI-FAMILY INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL INSTITUTIONAL 

WATER RATES, WHERE WE WOULD GO OUT AND ACTUALLY 

LOOK AT EACH INDIVIDUAL TRACT OF LAND AND DEVELOP A 

SPECIFIC WATER RATE FOR THAT TRACK. BASED ON THE 

SIZE OF THE TRACT, THE AMOUNT OF IRRIGATION THAT IS 



GOING ON. THAT IS REALLY -- WHERE IT REALLY ISN'T 

PRACTICAL TO DEVELOP INDIVIDUALIZED RATES FOR EACH 

USER. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] 

THE LAST ONE WOULD BE TO ACCELERATE THE RECLAIMED 

WATER PROGRAM BEYOND THE $12 MILLION PREVIOUSLY -- 

ON THE PREVIOUS SLIDE, AND HERE AGAIN IT'S THE 

UNCERTAINTY WITH THE CUSTOMER BASE AND THE TIMING 

OF THE CONSTRUCTION. WHERE DOES ALL THIS DEMAND 

MANAGEMENT SHOW UP AND HOW DOES IT HELP THE 

WATER SUPPLY PICTURE? AGAIN, AS PREVIOUSLY 

INDICATED, THE PROJECTIONS ARE SHOWING THAT THE 

DEMAND -- THE NEED FOR A NEW WATER TREATMENT 

CAPACITY IS PROJECTED AROUND THE NEAR 2011 AND THAT 

WE'LL HAVE ANOTHER NEED IN THE 2015 TIME FRAME. THE 

PURPOSE OF THE DEMAND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS WILL 

BE TO LOWER THOSE OVERALL CONSERVES AND THE 

DEGREE TO WHICH THEY ARE LOWERED WILL BE 

DEPENDENT UPON WHETHER -- HOW MANY OF THE 

PROGRAMS THE CITY ULTIMATELY WISHES TO ADOPT AND 

WHICH ONES. THERE WILL BE SOME INTERPLAY BETWEEN 

THOSE PROGRAMS AND EXISTING PROGRAMS THAT SOME 

OF THE PROJECTED SAVINGS MAY NOT ACTUALLY OCCUR 

BECAUSE OF INTERACTION BETWEEN THOSE PROGRAMS. 

BUT AS YOU CAN SEE THAT THERE IS SOME ABILITY TO 

DELAY, IN PARTICULAR THE 2015 SCHEDULE, FOR WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT 4. THERE'S LESS LIKELY THAT WE CAN 

HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE GREEN -- THE NEED FOR GREEN BY 

2011. AND WITH THAT -- WITH THAT, I THINK ATTORNEY GREG 

WILL COME UP AND TALK ABOUT A SPECIFIC COMPONENT OF 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND THAT IS THE IMPROVED WATER 

USE EFFICIENCY.  

THANK YOU, STEVE. MY NAME IS TONY GREGG, THE WATER 

CONSERVATION MANAGER FOR AUSTIN WATER, AND I'M 

GOING TO TALK ABOUT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE METER. 

STEVE'S TALKED A LOT ABOUT DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND 

WHAT WE CAN WORK ON WITH OUR CUSTOMERS IN TERMS 

OF REDUCING DEMAND, BUT THIS IS MORE WHERE WE 

STAND WITH THE UTILITY. THIS YEAR WE SUBMITTED A 

REPORT THAT STEVE MENTIONED TO THE WATER 

DEVELOPMENT BOARD. THIS WAS THE FIRST YEAR WATER 

UTILITIES IN THIS STATE WERE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A 



WATER AUDIT REPORT OF HOW THEY ARE DOING WITH 

THEIR LEAKAGE AND THEIR UNACCOUNTED FOR WATER. 

THERE'S A NEW METHODOLOGY, A NEW EMPHASIS ON THIS 

BY THE STATE, AND WE HAD A GROUP WITHIN OUR UTILITY 

THAT MET FOR THE LAST -- ALMOST 18 MONTHS NOW 

WORKING ON THAT REPORT, GETTING IT INTO THE STATE 

AND NOW WE'RE WORKING ON IMPLEMENTING SOME 

CHANGES BASED ON WHAT WE FOUND OUT. SO THERE'S A 

COUPLE OF TERMS HERE I WANTED TO EXPLAIN. THERE'S 

TWO ASPECTS OF WATER. IF YOU TAKE THE WATER YOU 

BILL, THE WATER YOU PRODUCE AND THE WATER YOU BILL, 

THERE'S A DIFFERENCE THERE. YOU KNOW HOW MANY 

GALLONS THAT IS. BUT YOU DON'T KNOW EXACTLY WHERE IT 

WENT. THERE'S TWO POSSIBLE GENERAL CATEGORIES THAT 

IT GOES TO. THE BIGGEST IS REAL LOSSES. LEAKAGE. SOME 

OF THE LEAKAGE YOU KNOW ABOUT, SOME IS INVISIBLE, IT 

MAY NOT BE SURE SURFACING. THE OTHER IS WATER 

METERS. WATER METERS OVERTIME UNDERREGISTER. TO 

THE EXTENT YOU CAN DO TESTING FREQUENTLY, YOU CAN 

REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF APPARENT LOSSES WHICH IS 

WHAT WE CALL THE WATER LOST THROUGH THE WATER 

METER. HERE'S THE RESULTS OF OUR AUDIT. AGAIN, SOME 

OF THESE ARE BEST GUESSES BECAUSE WE DON'T REALLY 

ACTUALLY KNOW HOW MUCH WATER WE'RE LOSING 

THROUGH LEAKS WE CAN'T SEE. WE'RE SURMISING ANY 

WATER WE DON'T KNOW WHERE IT WENT IS EITHER FROM 

UNDERREGISTERRING METERS OR ACTUAL LEAKAGE. WE 

KNOW HOW MUCH METERS WERE UNDERREGISTERRING 

BASED ON TESTS WE HAVE DONE SO WE THERE ANY WE'RE 

LOSING 4.4% FROM UNDERREGISTERRING METERS. THEN 

WE DID DO A LOT OF WORK WITH SOME OF THE OTHER 

PARTS OF THE UTILITY IN TERMS OF TRYING TO FIGURE OUT 

HOW MUCH DEPARTMENTS ARE USING, SAY, THROUGH -- 

FOR STREET CLEANING AND FIRE AND THOSE SORT OF 

THINGS THAT ADD UP TO A SMALL AMOUNT, AND THEN THE 

REST WE PUT IN THE CATEGORY OF REAL LOSSAGE OR 

LEAKAGE. THAT'S ABOUT 9.3%. AND WE'RE REALLY DEALING 

WITH KIND OF A NEW METHODOLOGY ON WORKING WITH 

THIS, BUT THE OLD AWWA STANDARD WAS LESS THAN 10% 

ON REAL LOSSES YOU WERE DOING PRETTY GOOD. WE'RE IN 

THAT AREA. WE'RE NOT DOING -- WE'RE DOING A FAIRLY 

GOOD JOB, BUT WE THINK THERE'S ROOM FOR 



IMPROVEMENT. ONE WAY TO JUDGE YOURSELF IF YOU 

WANT TO COMPARE, SAY, AUSTIN OR DALLAS OR AUSTIN TO 

A RURAL UTILITY OR AUSTIN TO EVEN A MORE URBAN 

UTILITY LIKE NEW YORK CITY, PERHAPS, WOULD BE THIS 

RATIO THAT'S CALLED INFRASTRUCTURE LEAKAGE INDEX. 

YOU TAKE YOUR REAL LOSSES, WHICH IN OUR CASE IS 12 

MILLION GALLONS A DAY AND THERE'S A FORMULA BASED 

ON THE NUMBER OF MILES OF PIPE AND THE NUMBER OF 

CONNECTIONS YOU HAVE THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE 

SOME AMOUNT OF LOSS NO MATTER WHAT. IN OUR CASE 

THAT EQUATION COMES OUT TO 3.6 MILLION GALLONS A 

DAY. THAT RATIO OF 3.33 IS A RATIO THAT WE COULD 

COMPARE OURSELVES TO ANY OTHER CITY IN THE 

COUNTRY. AND THIS THERMOMETER ON THE RIGHT SIDE 

KIND OF SHOWS THE GENERAL DEFINITIONS OF THAT. IF YOU 

ARE IN THE -- ABOVE A, YOU ARE NOT DOING A GOOD JOB AS 

UTILITIES, YOU NEED TO REALLY DO A LOT OF SOUL 

SEARCHING ON WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND IMPLEMENT 

SOME NEW PROGRAMS. IF YOU ARE IN THE 5 TO 7 

CATEGORY, THINGS ARE GOING OKAY, MAYBE THERE'S 

PLENTY OF WATER, YOU'RE NOT WILLING TO INVEST VERY 

MUCH IN LEAK CONTROL. IF YOU ARE IN THE 3 TO 4 RANGE 

YOU ARE DOING A PRETTY GOOD JOB AND PROBABLY 

WATER IS A LITTLE BIT SCARCER THERE SO YOU NEED TO 

CRACK DOWN AND FIND WHERE THOSE LEAKS ARE. IF YOU 

ARE IN THE 1 OR 2 CATEGORY, THAT'S PROBABLY 

SOMEBODY WHO DOESN'T HAVE ANY OTHER WATER SUPPLY 

AND THEY ARE GOING TO BE GOING AFTER EVERY LEAK 

TRYING TO FIX THEM AS QUICK AS THEY CAN AND INVESTING 

THE MONEY IT TAKES TO DO THAT. SO THIS IS A 

METHODOLOGY THAT HAS ONLY RECENTLY BEEN ADOPTED 

IN THIS COUNTRY BY AWWA. THEY ARE STILL WORKING ON 

THE FINAL TOUCHES, BUT IT'S SOMETHING THE UTILITY WILL 

BE USING IN THE FUTURE SO THEY WILL BE MUCH MORE 

COMPARABLE BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT SYSTEMS.  

I DIDN'T UNDERSTAND THE CRISIS MODE.  

THE CRISIS MODE IS KIND OF MAYBE THE WRONG TERM. IT 

MEANS THE UTILITY MIGHT BE IN A CRISIS MODE IN TERMS 

OF WATER SUPPLY. THEY JUST DON'T -- THEY ARE USING 

EVERY DROP OF WATER THEY ALREADY HAVE. THEY CAN'T 

GET ANYMORE. SO THEY ARE DOING ABSOLUTE -- THEY ARE 



INVESTING AS MUCH MONEY AS POSSIBLE TO FIX THE LEAK-

HE NOT AS MUCH MONEY BUT TO FIX THE LEAKS AS FAST AS 

POSSIBLE WHICH COSTS A LOT OF MONEY. THEY ARE 

CRACKING DOWN ON LEAKS BECAUSE THEY DON'T HAVE 

ANY OTHER OPTION FOR WATER SO THEY ARE WILLING TO 

INVEST MORE THAN SOMEBODY WHO MIGHT HAVE A MORE 

ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF WATER. IT RELATES MORE TO THE 

WATER SUPPLY.  

BUT THAT MEANS THEY ARE DOING A GOOD JOB ON LEAKS.  

IT MEANS THEY ARE DOING A GREAT JOB ON LEAKS.  

Leffingwell: YOU ARE SAYING THEY ARE DOING A GREAT JOB 

ON LEAKS AND LOSSES BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO.  

YOU WON'T FIND MANY CITIES IN THE 1 TO 2 CATEGORY. 

THERE IS AN ECONOMIC LEVEL OF FIXING LEAKS THAT'S 

COST EFFECTIVE. SO 3 TO 4 YOU ARE GOING TO GET A MUCH 

MORE COST EFFECTIVE RETURN ON INVESTMENT.  

PAUSE THERE FOR A SECOND. WOULD YOU GO SO FAR AS 

TO SAY HERE THEY MAY EVEN SPEND MORE -- BECAUSE 

THERE IS NO OTHER WATER SUPPLY, THEY HAVE TO SPEND 

WHATEVER IT TAKES TO GET TO THIS POINT?  

RIGHT. I MEAN YEAH, YOU COULD MAKE THE SAME -- I 

WOULD SAY THAT. BUT SAY THE OPTION WAS TO BUY 

WATER FROM SOMEBODY ELSE FOR SO MUCH PER GALLON 

OR FIX LEAKS AT THREE TIMES AS MUCH PER GALLON, YOU 

WOULD PROBABLY BUY WATER FROM SOMEBODY ELSE. 

BECAUSE FIXING LEAKS AND THE DETECTION OF IT, YOU GET 

THE A POINT WHERE IT'S NOT ECONOMICAL. I'M NOT SAYING 

WE'RE THERE, BUT YOU CAN GET TO THAT POINT. AND SO 

IT'S CALLED THE ECONOMIC LEVEL OF LEAKAGE WHICH I 

HAVEN'T TALKED ABOUT AND WE HAVEN'T CALCULATED FOR 

AUSTIN. BUT YES, I THINK THAT'S SIMPLE ANALOGY.  

Leffingwell: JUST TO PUT IT IN SIMPLER WORDS, UNTIL YOU 

GET DOWN TO THE 3 LEVEL, IT'S MORE COUNCILMEMBER 

EEK EEK NO, MA'AM CAL --  

YOU MIGHT NOT SPEND A LOT OF MONEY SEARCHING FOR 



LEAKS THAT YOU CAN'T FIND BECAUSE YOU HAVE SO MUCH 

WATER YOU ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT IT.  

Leffingwell: AND IT'S NOT COST EFFECTIVE TO REPAIR THEM 

BECAUSE IT'S CHEAPER TO REPLACE THE WATER YOU LOST.  

THAT'S RIGHT. WELL, WHAT'S OUR PLAN. YOU KNOW, 

OVERALL WE HAD TWO MAIN CATEGORIES THAT WE THINK 

WE CAN IMPROVE ON, ENHANCED METER TESTING WHICH, 

OF COURSE, BRINGS MORE REVENUE INTO THE UTILITY. 

WE'RE EMBARKING ON A SMALL PROGRAM TO DO THAT 

CURRENTLY, BUT WE'LL NEED TO CONTINUE THAT OVER THE 

COMING YEARS. LEAK DETECTION. THERE'S TWO ASPECTS 

TO LEAK DETECTION. ONE IS FIXING THE LEAKS WE KNOW 

ABOUT FASTER. WE'LL PROBABLY NEED SOME ADDITIONAL 

RESOURCES TO DO THAT IN THE FUTURE. AND THEN 

LOOKING FOR LEAKS THAT MAY NOT BE SURFACING WITH 

SOME SONIC SURVEYING AND DOING A LITTLE BIT MORE ON 

THAT THAN WE HAVE IN THE PAST. SO THOSE ARE THE 

INITIATIVES WE HAVE IN MIND AND I THINK THEY RELATE 

BACK TO WHAT STEVE TALKED ABOUT ON TERMS OF THE 

LOST WATER. SO WITH THAT, I THINK I'M GOING TO TURN IT 

BACK OVER TO STEVE, RIGHT? OR JANE IS COMING UP. I'M 

SORRY.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. I'M JANE GRAZER, 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE TREATMENT PROGRAM FOR 

THE AUSTIN WATER UTILITY. AND I'M GOING TO DISCUSS 

WITH YOU THIS AFTERNOON THE ALTERNATE NEAR-TERM 

WATER SUPPLY ISSUE. RECENTLY WE HAVE BEEN -- 

RECEIVED OPTIONS FOR WATER SUPPLY WITHIN THE CITY 

THAT PROPOSES TO SUPPLEMENT OUR CURRENT SURFACE 

SUPPLY WITH GROUND WATER IN THE LEE COUNTY AREA. 

THE BENEFITS PROPOSED FROM THIS IS THAT IT'S AN 

ALTERNATE WATER SUPPLY, NOT A SURFACE SUPPLY AT 

ALL. AS SUCH IT COULD OFF SET THE NEEDS FOR -- FOR THE 

SURFACE SUPPLY WHICH WOULD DELAY THE TRIGGERS FOR 

THE LCRA RATE. AS YOU CAN SEE FROM THIS PICTURE, THE -

- KIND OF THE PEACH COLORED AREA AND THE DOTTED 

LINES ARE WHERE THE ALCOA MINES AND THE MINING 

OPERATIONS ARE. THE PINK ARROW IS IN THE RANGE 

WHERE THE WATER WOULD BE COMING FROM AND 

DELIVERED TO OUR AREA. OUR SERVICE AREA IS IN THE 



BLUE COLOR OUTLINE. WHAT IT'S BEEN PROPOSED IS A 

PRIVATE HE WANT AT THIS TIME HAS PRO PROPOSED TO 

SELL TREATED WATER TO AUSTIN AS A SPECIFIED DELIVERY 

POINT. WHAT'S BEING PROPOSED RIGHT NOW IS THAT THEY 

WOULD DISINFECT THE WATER AND THEN THEY WOULD DO 

pH ADJUSTMENT AS IT ENTERS INTO OUR WATER 

RESERVOIRS PRIOR TO GOING INTO THE REST OF THE 

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. THE GENERAL LOCATION OF THE 

SUPPLY WAS IN LEE COUNTY CLOSE TO LEXINGTON. IT'S 40 

TO 50 MILES NORTH AND EAST OF AUSTIN. WE ARE 

EXPLORING THE OPTION, WE'RE EVALUATING THIS FOR 

AUSTIN AS A POTENTIAL LONG-RANGE SUPPLY, BUT WE DO 

HAVE CONCERNS AS AN OPTION FOR SUBSTITUTING FOR 

THE GREEN WATER TREATMENT PLANT REPLACEMENT. 

REASONS FOR THIS IS, ONE, WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 

CONTROL THE SCHEDULE; THEREFORE THERE WOULD BE A 

CONCERN AS TO WHETHER WE CAN ENSURE THE CAPACITY 

WAS ONLINE WHEN WE NEEDED IT. WE WOULD NOT OWN 

THE ASSET. THE BLENDING ISSUES NEED TO BE STUDIED. 

THAT'S A CRITICAL ISSUE. THERE'S BOTH OPERATIONAL 

CONCERNS AND IMPACT TO OUR CUSTOMERS. ONE IS, AS I 

SAID, THE OPTIONS INCLUDED pH ADJUSTMENT AS IT 

ENTERED THE RESERVOIR AND WE WOULD HAVE CONCERNS 

ABOUT THAT. WE BELIEVE THERE WOULD NEED TO BE 

CAPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE TO CONTROL THE BLENDING 

OPERATIONS TO ENSURE WE HAVE A CONSISTENT WATER 

QUALITY SUPPLY. THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO US. RIGHT 

NOW SOME OF THE MAJOR CUSTOMERS ARE THE 

SEMICONDUCTOR INDUSTRIES AND THEY COUNT ON A 

CONSISTENT WATER QUALITY, AND THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT 

TO THEM BECAUSE THEY HAVE ON-SITE ULTRA PURE 

SYSTEMS AND ANY CHANGES TO OUR WATER QUALITY WILL 

IMPACT THEIR TREATMENT SYSTEMS. SO PRIOR TO ANY 

KIND OF CHANGES IN OUR WATER QUALITY, WE NEED TO 

HAVE A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, THOROUGH RESEARCH 

AND BE ABLE TO BRING THEM IN TO UNDERSTAND THE 

IMPACTS IT WOULD HAVE ON THEIR SYSTEMS AS IT 

BECOMES A CAPITAL INVESTMENT FOR THEM AS WELL. 

OTHER CUSTOMER CONCERNS WOULD BE THE IMPACT IT 

COULD HAVE ON OUR DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. WE ARE A 

LIME SOFTENING SYSTEM AND WE HAVE SCALE FORMATION 

THAT CAN BE DISRUPTED BY INTRODUCING ON NEW WATER 



SUPPLY. MANY CITIES HAVE BLENDED GROUND WATER AND 

SURFACE WATER SUCCESSFULLY AND IT WORKS VERY WELL 

IF YOU HAVE COMPATIBLE WATER QUALITY. THERE HAVE AT 

THE SAME TIME BEEN CITIES THAT HAVE MET WITH 

DISASTEROUS EFFECTS. OUR RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE 

TO CONTINUE AND EXPLORE THE COST, RISKS AND 

BENEFITS AND UNDERSTAND HOW THIS CAN FIT INTO OUR 

LONG-RANGE WATER RESOURCES OPTION OUT INTO THE 

FUTURE, BUT WE DON'T BELIEVE IT'S SUITABLE AS A SHORT-

TERM ALTERNATIVE TO THE GREEN WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT. OKAY, THE NEXT AREA WILL BE CHRIS LIPPE.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. CHRIS L. IPPE, 

DIRECT EARTH OF THE AUSTIN WATER COUNCIL. YOU'VE 

HEARD ABOUT AUSTIN'S CURRENT AND PROPOSED WATER 

CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAMS TO MANAGE OUR 

WATER RESOURCES AND TO MANAGE WATER DEMAND 

PATTERNS. THESE PROGRAMS HAVE AND WILL EVEN MORE 

SO IN THE FUTURE SAVE MONEY BY DEFERRING FUTURE 

PROJECTS, DEFERRING THE PAYMENT TRIGGER FOR RAW 

WATER AND EXTENDING OUR WATER SUPPLY TO MEET OUR 

50-YEAR WATER SUPPLY PLAN. EVEN CONSIDERING THE 

VALUE AND BENEFITS OF THESE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

INITIATIVES, WE STILL FIND THAT WE NEED ADDITIONAL 

DRINKING WATER CAPACITY BY THE YEAR 2011. THIS FIRST 

SLIDE SHOWS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 

PROJECTED GROWTH IN WATER DEMAND AND TREATMENT 

CAPACITY TO MEET THAT NEED. THE TOP DIAGONAL LINE IS 

THE CURRENT DEMAND PROJECTION INTO THE FUTURE, AND 

THIS PROJECTION HAS BEEN VALIDATED BY OUR WATER 

RESOURCES CONSULTANT ALAN PLUMBER AND 

ASSOCIATIONS. THE DEMAND PROJECTION HAS MODIFIED BY 

ADDITIONAL WATER CONS VISION AND RESOURCE 

STRATEGIES IS SHOWN IMMEDIATELY BELOW AS THE 

DASHED LINE. ALSO SHOWN IS THE GREEN WATER 

TREATMENT DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE IN 

RELATION TO THE PROJECTED DEMAND CURVES. THE VERY 

TIGHT BUT DOABLE FIVE-YEAR SCHEDULE STILL PUTS US 

JUST PRIOR TO THE SUMMER OF 2011. SEVERAL 

ENGINEERING FIRMS HAVE COMMENTED ON THE TIGHT 

SCHEDULE FOR THIS PROJECT IS THE KEY ISSUE FOR THE 

PROJECT, INCLUDING RELIANT, WHICH IS A FIRM KNOWN 



FOR THEIR FORENSIC SCHEDULING EXPERTISE. YOU CAN 

SEE THAT THE COUNCILMEMBERCUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF 

CONSERVATION AND REUSE BECOME MORE SIGNIFICANT 

OVER TIME AND AFFECT THE TIMING OF THE PROPOSED 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT FOR BEYOND THE YEAR 2015. AS 

DESCRIBED EARLIER, THESE STRATEGIES HAVE LITTLE 

EFFECT ON THE 2011 SCHEDULE FOR THE GREEN WATER 

TREATMENT PLANTED, AND WHAT LITTLE EFFECT THERE IS 

IS UNCERTAIN AND UNRELIABLE BECAUSE AS MR. KUHN 

STATED IT TAKES THREE TO FIVE YEARS TO BE ABLE TO 

ASSESS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CONSERVATION AND 

REUSE PROGRAMS. SO LOOKING AT THE NEXT FIVE-YEAR 

SCHEDULE AFTER ASSESSING WHETHER OR NOT 

CONSERVATION AND REUSE ARE BEING MORE OR LESS 

EFFECTIVE, WE'RE LEFT WITH AN INADEQUATE AMOUNT OF 

TIME TO BEGIN THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION BEFORE 

HITTING THE YEAR 2011. AS A MAJOR CITY, AUSTIN MUST 

PLAN FOR SUMMERS THAT ARE HOT AND DRY, AND AS A 

MAJOR CITY, AUSTIN CANNOT TAKE RISKS WITH ITS WATER 

SYSTEM CAIPTS AND CANNOT PLAN ON TWO NARROW OF A 

MARGIN OF CAPACITY. COUNCIL, AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

AUSTIN WATER UTILITY, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND 

PROCEEDING AND CONTINUING WITH THE DESIGN OF 

CONTINUE'S NEXT WATER TREATMENT PLANT. AUSTIN IS 

VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE A SECURE, LONG-RANGE WATER 

SUPPLY. CONSERVATION AND REUSE MAKE GOOD BUSINESS 

SENSE AND HAVE ALREADY AND WILL CONTINUE TO SAVE 

MONEY IN THE FUTURE AND FUTURE FACILITIES POSTPONE 

WATER PAYMENT AND EXTENDED WATER SUPPLIES. AUSTIN 

HAS PRE-PAID FOR WATER FOR THE NEXT 15 TO 20 YEARS. 

WE NOW NEED THE INFRASTRUCTURE TO TREAT AND 

DELIVER THAT WATER TO AUSTIN HOMES, BUSINESSES AND 

INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS. IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS, WE'RE 

SCHEDULED TO BRING YOU THE NEW GREEN TREATMENT 

PLANT ENGINEERING CUTTING ANTS FOR YOUR -- 

CONSULTANTS FOR YOUR SELECTION. I STRONGLY 

RECOMMEND PROCEEDING WITH THE DESIGN OF THIS 

PROJECT AND AT THE SAME TIME -- AT THE SAME TIME 

PROCEEDING WITH THE PROCESS TO STRENGTHEN 

AUSTIN'S WATER CONSERVATION AND REUSE STRATEGIES. 

THE NEXT SLIDE SHOWS THE SCHEDULE OF 

IMPLEMENTATION FOR OUR REUSE AND CONSERVATION 



PROGRAMS. FIRST OF ALL, OF COURSE, WE'LL CONTINUE 

WITH THE EXISTING PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT. THE 

EXISTING SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS. BUT THIS TODAY 

REALLY IS THE KICKOFF OF A SERIES OF BOARDS AND 

COMMISSION MEETS, A KICKOFF OF PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF 

SOME OF THE STRATEGIES THAT HAVE BEEN TALKED ABOUT 

TODAY. WHAT WE'LL DO IS GO TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS AND ALSO HAVE SOME WORKSHOPS, 

STAKEHOLDER INPUT AND BRING THAT INFORMATION 

TOGETHER BACK TO COUNCIL FOR A BRIEFING WITH SOME 

MORE -- SOME RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE STRATEGIES 

AND THE PRIORITIES AND COSTS OF THOSE STRATEGIES. 

AND THEN WE'LL REFINE OUR -- REFINE THE PROGRAM 

BASED ON FEEDBACK FROM COUNCIL, FEEDBACK IN 

DIRECTION, PREPARES ORDINANCES, GO THROUGH THAT 

PROCESS, AND THEN COME BACK TO COUNCIL FOR 

APPROVAL OF THOSE ORDINANCES. SO THAT WOULD BE THE 

WAY THE PROCESS LOOKED, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS, 

REFINE THE PROGRAM, PUT IT INTO ORDINANCE LANGUAGE 

AND GO THROUGH THAT PROCESS AND COME BACK. AND 

THAT'S TO MAKE THOSE ADJUSTMENTS THAT WE THINK 

WOULD STRENGTHEN WATER CONSERVATION AND REUSE 

PROGRAMS FOR AUSTIN FOR OUR FUTURE. THE NEXT SLIDE, 

LET ME QUICKLY TOUCH BASE ON HOW THE SCHEDULE FOR 

THE GREEN TREATMENT PLANT FITS INTO THE NEXT FEW 

YEARS. IN TWO WEEKS, AS I MENTIONED, WE'LL BE COMING 

BACK WITH A RECOMMENDATION -- RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

YOUR SELECTION OF A CONSULTING ENGINEER TO DESIGN 

THE NEW GREEN WATER TREATMENT PLANT. YOU NOTICE 

FROM THIS SLIDE THERE IS A PARALLEL PATH OF LAND 

ACQUISITION AND IT'S TRUE THAT THOSE OVERLAP 

SOMEWHAT, AND JUST -- I WOULD JUST NOTE THAT THAT'S 

NOT A CONCERN. PRELIMINARY DESIGN CAN PROCEED 

BEFORE THE FINAL LAND ACQUISITION IS COMPLETED. 

THERE ARE SOME INITIAL PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING 

ACTIVITIES THAT CAN OCCUR BEFORE THE SITE IS 

IDENTIFIED. SO THOSE WILL GO PARALLEL FOR A WHILE. BUT 

THAT WILL BE COMING BACK TO YOU IN TWO WEEKS. AND 

THEN YOU SEE THE DETAILED DESIGN STARTING IN EARLY 

'07, CONTRACTOR BIDDING AND AWARDING CONSTRUCTION 

BY EARLY IN 2011. COUNCIL, AT THIS POINT I'LL -- I'D LIKE TO 

TURN IT BACK OVER TO DEPUTY CITY MANAGER JOE 



CANALES FOR A WRAP-UP.  

MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS, WE BELIEVE WE'VE DONE A 

GOOD JOB IN PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE NEEDS. WE 

RECOGNIZE THAT AS RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS THERE'S AN 

IMPORTANT ROLE FOR CONSERVATION AND REUSE 

PROGRAMS NOT ONLY IN CONSERVING OUR WATER 

RESOURCE BUT ALSO IN ENHANCING OUR FRNL FINANCIAL 

INTERESTS. WE ALSO NEED TO ASSURE OUR CUSTOMERS 

THERE WILL BE TREATED WATER WHEN THEY NEED IT. I 

WOULD LIKE TO SUMMARIZE WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD FROM 

MR. LIPPE AND OTHERS AND SUBMIT TO YOU AN ACTION 

PLAN THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH. FIRST 

OF ALL, AS CHRIS POINTED OUT, WE WANT TO CONTINUE 

WITH THE RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAMS THAT WE'RE 

EXAMINING AT THIS PARTICULAR POINT. WE WANT TO 

CONSIDER AND DO FURTHER ANALYSIS OF OTHER SUPPLY 

OPTIONS THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO US NOW. WE WANT TO 

MAKE SURE THAT WE PROCESS THAT INFORMATION 

THROUGH THE RESPECTIVE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

FOR INPUT AND FEEDBACK. WE ALSO WANT TO MAKE SURE 

WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THE ENGINEER SELECTION OF 

THE NEW GREEN TREATMENT PLANT WHICH IS SCHEDULED, 

AS CHRIS POINTED OUT, FOR THE 22nd OF THIS MONTH. 

CONCURRENT WITH THAT SELECTION, WE WANT TO BE ABLE 

TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACT WITH THE ENGINEERING FIRM, 

BUT ALSO COMPLETE OUR EVALUATION OF THE POTENTIAL 

PRIVATE SITES AS YOU DIRECTED US TO DO LAST MONTH 

AND ACQUIRE A SITE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. AND THAT 

AFTER A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME, WE'LL BE ABLE TO 

EVALUATE THE CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAMS AND 

SEE HOW THEY CAN INFLUENCE THE CONSTRUCTION 

SCHEDULE FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4. COUNCIL, I 

BELIEVE THAT THIS PLAN OFFERS A BALANCE OF 

INCORPORATING WELL THOUGHT OUT CONSERVATION AND 

REUSE MEASURES WHILE BRINGING ADDITIONAL CAPACITY 

ONLINE BY 2011. AS CHRIS POINTED OUT, WE'RE VERY 

FORTUNATE TO HAVE THE WATER SUPPLY THAT WE DO; 

HOWEVER, OUR INVESTMENT IN A VALUABLE RESOURCE 

WILL BE MINIMIZED IF WE DON'T HAVE CAPACITY TO TREAT 

THAT AMOUNT FOR OUR HOMES AND TO SUPPORT OUR 



ECONOMY. THAT CONCLUDES OUR PRESENTATION. THANK 

YOU AND WE'RE READY FOR ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY 

HAVE.  

JOE, BEFORE YOU CLOSE OUT, GIVE STATUS OF WHERE WE 

ARE ON LAND ACQUISITION. WHAT SHOULD THE COUNCIL 

EXPECT TO SEE?  

AT THIS POINT WE WILL -- NEXT MONTH WE WILL BE -- 

BECAUSE US A KNOW FOR THE MONTH OF JULY THERE ARE 

NO MEETINGS -- I THINK THERE'S A MEETING ON JULY 27th. 

BETWEEN NOW AND THEN, WE BELIEVE WE WILL HAVE 

READY FOR YOU THE COMPLETE EVALUATION, THE -- AND 

POTENTIALLY A TERM SHEET, IF YOU WILL, OF WHAT WE'LL 

HAVE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THAT 

PARTICULAR SITE AT THE JULY 27th EXECUTIVE SESSION 

UNDER REAL ESTATE CONSIDERATION. SO WE WILL HAVE 

EVALUATION COMPLETE, ALL THE FACTORS THAT YOU'VE 

INDICATED TO US YOU ARE INTERESTED WITH RESPECT TO 

THE SELECTION OF A SITE AND THEN LETTING YOU KNOW 

WHAT THE SELLER IS ASKING FOR AND THEN MOVING 

FORWARD FROM THAT POINT WITH YOUR APPROVAL.  

AND JOE, THE PARAMETERS ON THIS TRACT OF LAND, 

OBVIOUSLY IT IS NOT PARK LAND. IT IS DISTANCED FROM 

NEIGHBORHOODS. IT IS OF THE RIGHT SIZE.  

THAT'S RIGHT. COUNCIL, AFTER THE LAST EXECUTIVE 

SESSION YOU RECALL THAT WE MOVED AWAY FROM THE 

PARK LAND SITE THAT WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION AT ONE 

TIME. THERE ARE TWO SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION AT 

THIS POINT. BOTH SITES ARE PRIVATE. THERE ARE -- THEY 

ARE PRETTY FAR REMOVED FROM NEIGHBORHOOD AREAS. 

THEY ARE SUITABLE AND COMPATIBLE WITH THE SECURITY 

AND SIZING REQUIREMENTS THAT THE UTILITY HAS 

INDICATED FOR US. WE'VE TAKEN A LOOK AT THE 

TRANSPORTATION AND THE ROUTES AVAILABLE ON THAT 

SITE IN TERMS OF MAKING SURE THAT WE ARE SENSITIVE TO 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND WHAT TRAFFIC FLOW 

CONSIDERATIONS NEED TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. SO 

ALL OF THOSE FACTORS WILL BE -- THAT INFORMATION WILL 

BE PRESENTED TO YOU WITH RESPECT TO THE SITE WE 



WILL RECOMMEND TO YOU ON THE 27th.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. CANALES. COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I'VE GOT A FEW QUESTIONS AND THEY ARE ALL 

REFERENCING THIS CHART YOU HAVE, PROJECTED DEMAND 

TREATMENT NEEDS. I DON'T KNOW IF YOU CAN FIND THAT 

OR NOT.  

IS THAT THE ONE UNDER MR. LIPPE'S PRESENTATION?  

Leffingwell: YES. WE'VE SEEN SIMILAR PICTURES LIKE THIS 

SEVERAL TIMES. NO, THAT'S NOT THE ONE. IT'S THE ONE 

THAT SHOWS THE -- SHOWS THE DESIGN BID 

CONSTRUCTION AND NEW GREEN AND WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT 4. THAT'S IT, YEAH. THE DASHED LINE, I ASSUME THAT 

IS IMPLEMENTING SOME KIND OF CONSERVATION 

MEASURES? IS THAT CORRECT?  

YES, SIR. WHAT WE'VE TRIED TO ILLUSTRATE WITH THIS 

CHART IS THE DARK RED LINE IS THE CURRENT PROJECTED 

LINE THAT WE HAD SUBMITTED TO YOU EARLIER, WHAT WE 

HAVE TRIED TO DO IS WITH THE DASHED LINE IS ILLUSTRATE 

TO YOU WHAT THE POTENTIAL COULD BE IF WE 

IMPLEMENTED SOME OF THE PROGRAMS THAT MR. KUHN 

OUTLINED FOR YOU THIS AMP. THAT JUST GOES TO SHOW 

YOU THAT THERE IS A POTENTIAL THAT WE COULD PUT OFF 

THAT CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE FOR TREATMENT PLANT 4 

FROM 2015, 16 TO MAYBE FURTHER OUT DEPENDING ON THE 

SUCCESS OF THOSE PROGRAMS THAT YOU ADOPT.  

Leffingwell: WELL, LOOKS TO ME LIKE YOU COULD EVEN 

POTENTIALLY PUT OFF NEW GREEN IF THAT DASHED LINE IS 

ACCURATE OR ANYWHERE NEAR ACCURATE, JUST TRYING 

TO VISUALLY INTERSECT THOSE LINES IT LOOKS LIKE IT'S AT 

LEAST A YEAR AWAY, 2012, 2013, SOMEWHERE IN THAT 

RANGE.  

YES, SIR. IF YOU LOOK AT THE STARS OR THE ASTERISKS 

ABOVE THAT, THEY INDICATE THAT AT THAT POINT IN TIME 

WE WOULD BE EVALUATING AND MONITORING THE SUCCESS 

OF PROGRAMS WE WOULD HAVE IMPLEMENTED. IF INDEED 



IF YOU NOTE, YOU KNOW, WE WOULD HAVE TWO YEARS OF 

IMPLEMENTATION PRIOR TO THE 2015 TIME LINE. WE WILL 

HAVE TWO YEARS OF MONITORING THAT. IF INDEED THERE 

IS INDICATION THAT THERE IS SUCCESS AND THAT THERE IS 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE THAT, WE CERTAINLY WOULD 

CONSIDER THAT AND THAT INFORMATION WOULD BE 

AVAILABLE TO YOU AS WE DO THAT REVIEW ON AN ANNUAL 

BASIS. AND SO THAT OPTION IS THERE IN THE EVENT THOSE 

PROGRAMS ARE SUCCESSFUL AND EVERYTHING COMES 

THROUGH; HOWEVER, WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE COMPLEXITY 

AT SOME OF THE CONSTRUCTION ISSUES THAT WE'RE 

CONFRONTED WITH AND SOME OF THE DELAYS THAT WE'VE 

ALREADY EXPERIENCED, FOR EXAMPLE IN ULLRICH, A 

UTILITY OF THIS SIZE, YOU DON'T WANT TO LEAVE YOURSELF 

WITH SUCH A NARROW MARGIN, BUT CERTAINLY IF THE 

PROGRAMS ARE SUCCESSFUL ENOUGH, THEY COULD 

PROJECT AN OPPORTUNITY TO DELAY IT MAY BE SIX 

MONTHS OR A YEAR.  

I WANT TO BE VERY CLEAR ON THIS, THOUGH, JOE. IN 

TALKING ABOUT GREEN, MY UNDERSTANDING OF THIS HAS 

BEEN, AND YOU CAN HELP US ALSO ON THIS, IS THAT WE 

ARE PAST A MARGIN. THAT THOSE PROGRAMS EVEN 

IMPLEMENTED WILL NOT BEGIN SHOWING THAT RESULT IN 

ANY WAY WE COULD [INAUDIBLE] TO NOT MOVE FORWARD 

WITH A FIRST PLANT BY 2011. IT IS ONLY THE SECOND PLANT 

WHERE THE MARGIN IS BIG ENOUGH IN PLANNING TO TALK 

ABOUT DELAYS.  

YEAH, AND THE CITY MANAGER IS ABSOLUTELY CORRECT, 

COUNCILMEMBER. LET ME MAKE TWO POINTS SPECIFIC. THE 

SCHEDULE THAT WE LAID OUT IN OUR R.F.P. FOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF GREEN, WHEN WE HAD A CHANCE TO 

GET FEEDBACK BOTH FROM SCHEDULING CONSULTANTS AS 

WELL AS PART OF THE REVIEW PROCESS, WHEN WE LAID 

OUT THE FACT THIS WAS A FIVE-YEAR SCHEDULE, THERE 

WERE VERY, VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE ABILITY TO 

MEET A FIVE-YEAR SCHEDULE. SO THAT IS A VERY FIGHT 

THERE, AS THE MANAGER POINTED OUT, THE WINDOW -- 

THAT MARGIN HAS BEEN DECREASED SIGNIFICANTLY 

BECAUSE OF THE TIME WE'VE DEDICATED FOR SOME 

REVIEW CONSIDERATIONS AND SO FORTH. SECONDLY, MR. 

KUHNAN MAY WANT TO ADD TO THIS, BUT PART OF HIS 



PRESENTATION EARLIER SOME OF THESE CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS NEED AT LEAST THREE TO FIVE YEARS OF 

IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION TO MAKE SURE THEY 

HAVE TAKEN HOLD AND THEY WILL YIELD THE TYPE OF 

SAVINGS ORIGINALLY PROJECTED. I DON'T WANT TO SAY 

THERE ISN'T ANY, BUT FROM OUR POSITION AS THE 

PROFESSIONAL IN THE UTILITY, MR. LIPPE AND THE 

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS, WE BELIEVE WE DON'T HAVE THAT 

MARGIN. WE BELIEVE THE 2011 IS A DATE WE HAVE TO MEET. 

THAT'S WHY WHAT YOU HEAR FROM ME THIS AFTERNOON IS 

A CONCURRENT STRATEGY OF IMPLEMENTING, 

CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAMS CONCURRENT WITH 

THE SELECTION OF A ENGINEERING FIRM, SELECTION OF A 

SITE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND MOVING FORWARD WITH 

THE SCHEDULE WE'VE LAID OUT.  

AND IF I COULD ADD TO THAT, THAT YES, IT DOES TAKE 

SOME TIME FOR A CONSERVATION PROGRAM, FOR US TO 

REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT IMPACT IT'S HAVING. IF YOU 

COULD GO BACK TO THE PREVIOUS SLIDE THAT SHOWS THE 

DEMAND CURVES WITH SOME HISTORICAL DATA ON IT. AND 

YOU CAN SEE THAT IN RECENT PAST, WE DO HAVE SOME 

HISTORICAL PUMPAGE FIGURES AND YOU CAN SEE THE 

WIDE VARIATION YEAR TO YEAR WHAT THE PEAK DAY 

DEMAND SITUATION IS. AS WE MOVE FORWARD FROM THIS 

TIME FORWARD AND WE CONTINUE TO SEE THAT VARIATION, 

WE WON'T REALLY UNDERSTAND WHETHER THAT'S 

BECAUSE WE HAD A PARTICULARLY WET SUMMER OR 

BECAUSE IT IS THE WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

THAT ARE TAKING INTO EFFECT. AND THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN THE PROGRAMS THAT THE UTILITY WILL BE 

MOVING INTO UNDER THIS PROGRAM AND THOSE THEY'VE 

DONE IN THE PAST IS THAT THE PAST PROGRAMS HAVE 

BEEN MUCH MORE STRUCTURAL IN NATURE, THAT AS YOU 

REPLACE A TOILET, YOU KNOW THAT IT'S GOING TO USE X 

FEWER GALLONS WHEN YOU FLUSH IT. BUT WHEN WE TALK 

ABOUT DOING AN IRRIGATION AUDIT AND TRYING TO GET 

PEOPLE TO USE LESS WATER OR WE TALK ABOUT 

INCREASING THE WATER RATE AND HOPING THAT BECAUSE 

OF THE INCREASED PRICE THEY ARE GOING TO USE LESS 

WATER, WE'RE MUCH LESS CERTAIN AS TO WHAT THAT 

SAVINGS IS GOING TO BE AND IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO 



ACTUALLY DO. DO. THAT. AS PLANNERS, WE LIKE TO DRAW 

STRAIGHT LINES, BUT WE RARELY GET THEM IN REAL LIFE.  

Leffingwell: I UNDERSTAND THAT AND I'D LIKE TO MOVE AWAY 

FROM THAT TOPIC AND FOCUS BACK ON THE GRAPH. THE 

BLUE LINE IS ACTUALLY PEAK DEMAND. CORRECT?  

THAT IS THE LONG-RANGE PROJECTION FOR PEAK DEMAND.  

Leffingwell: IS THAT FOR JUST THE WORST DAYS OF THE 

SUMMER OR SOME KIND OF OTHER REPRESENTATION? 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?  

TYPICALLY IT OCCURS IN THE SUMMER. THAT'S NOT TO SAY 

THERE AREN'T SEVERAL DAYS THAT ARE CLOSE TO IT IN 

MAG MAGNITUDE. SO THERE ARE --  

Leffingwell: SO IF YOU HAD AN AVERAGE DAY CONSUMPTION, 

WHAT WOULD THAT LINE LOOK LIKE? I'VE NEVER SEEN.  

AVERAGE CONSUMPTION IS QUITE A BIT LESS THAN PEAK 

DAY CONSUMPTION. ON THE ORDER OF MAGNITUDE OF 140 

MILLION GALLONS PER DAY IS THE AVERAGE; WHEREAS 

WE'RE PROJECTING NUMBERS IN THE 250 MILLION GALLONS 

A DAY.  

Leffingwell: SO IF YOU HAD THESE MANDATORY STRUCTURAL 

CONTROLS THAT YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT THAT WERE 

LIABLE, THE NET EFFECT WOULD BE TO LOWER THE 

AVERAGE LINE AND THAT WOULD LOWER THE PEAK. WHAT 

WE'RE REALLY LOOKING AT HERE, THE RED LINE IS THE 10% 

ABOVE PEAK. THAT'S JUST AN EMERGENCY --  

IT'S 10% ABOVE THE PROJECTED LONG-RANGE PEAK. AS I 

INDICATED EARLIER, WE RARELY GET THE STRAIGHT LINE, 

THE HISTORICAL DATA WILL VARY QUITE A BIT DEPENDING 

ON THE RAINFALL, AND THE UTILITY NEEDS TO PLAN FOR 

THAT VARIATION SO THAT THEY ARE IN A POSITION TO BE 

ABLE TO SUPPLY THE WATER THAT'S DEMANDED.  

Leffingwell: SO COULD WE CALL THAT A WORST CASE 

SCENARIO? 10% ABOVE PEAK?  



IT'S AN INDICATION OF WHAT WE THINK IS AN APPROPRIATE 

PLANNING LEVEL. THAT'S NOT TO SAY THAT THAT NUMBER 

WON'T BE EXCEEDED.  

Leffingwell: SO IF YOU ARE IN THE WORST CASE SCENARIO 

SITUATION, 10%, I MEAN I KNOW -- IF YOU ARE IN THAT 10% 

ABOVE PEAK SITUATION AND YOUR WATER DEMAND HITS 

THAT LINE, WHAT HAPPENS?  

IT DEPENDS UPON WHERE YOU ARE WITH YOUR TREATMENT 

CAPS IT. IF YOU HAVE TREATMENT CAPACITY THAT IS ABOVE 

THAT RED LINE, THEN -- WELL, UNDER CURRENT 

REGULATIONS THE UTILITY WOULD GO INTO SOME WATER 

RATIONING THROUGH THEIR DROUGHT CONTINGENCY IF A 

PARTICULAR TRIGGER WAS HIT. BUT IF THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN PLACE ABOVE THAT RED LINE, THE 

UTILITY WILL BE ABLE TO MEET ITS OBLIGATION.  

Leffingwell: SO WHAT WOULD ACTUALLY HAPPEN THEN IF ON 

THE PEAK DAY, THE WORST DAY, AND 10% ABOVE THAT, IF 

YOU WENT INTO THAT LINE, YOU WOULD HAVING TO INTO 

SOME KIND OF SCHEDULING OF IRRIGATION, SOME KIND OF -

- YOU HAVE A CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR THAT, BUT YOU DO 

NOT AFFECT BASIC WATER NEEDS. IS THAT CORRECT?  

THAT'S CORRECT. WHAT WE DO EACH YEAR IS WE 

ESTABLISH TRIGGERS BASED ON WATER USAGE THAT 

WOULD -- WHEN WE HIT THOSE TRIGGERS WE WOULD 

DECLARE STAGE 2 RESTRICTIONS WHICH WOULD MANDATE 

THE FIVE-DAY WATERING SCHEDULE. IT HAS IMPACTS TO 

OTHER OUTDOOR WATERING LIKE ORNAMENTAL FOUNTAINS 

AND THINGS LIKE THAT.  

Leffingwell: I'M TRYING TO VISUALIZE THE WORST CASE. IF 

THE NEW PLANT IS NOT ONLINE IN 2011 OON WE HIT THE 

WORST CASE --  

FIRST WE WOULD GO TO STAGE 2, WHICH WOULD BE THE 

FIVE-DAY RATIONING. IF WE CANNOT -- IF WE STILL SEE THE 

USAGE UP WHERE WE CANNOT CONTROL WHERE IT'S GOING 

ON, WE HAVE A STAGE 3 EMERGENCY WHICH WOULD BAN 

THEN THE OUTDOOR WATER USE ALTOGETHER. BUT THE 

WORST CASE IN A SHORT-TERM PERIOD IS THAT YOU 



WOULD USE THE FIVE-DAY WATERING SCHEDULE, THE 

MANDATED SCHEDULE TO LOWER YOUR PEAK USAGE. WHEN 

WE DID IT IN 2000, WE SAW USAGE DROP ABOUT 15%. THAT'S 

WHY IN HIS SLIDE EARLIER THEY DIDN'T PUT THAT AS AN 

OPTION BECAUSE THAT'S OUR FALLBACK IF WE'RE NOT 

GETTING COMPLIANCE. IF YOU ARE COUNTING ON THAT AND 

YOU DON'T HAVE CAPACITY, YOUR ONLY OPTION IS STAGE 3. 

IN THIS CASE WE HAVE STAGE 2.  

Leffingwell: WHAT IS STAGE 3?  

STAGE 3 IS AN EMERGENCY SITUATION, GENERALLY WOULD 

ONLY BE USED IF WE HAD A FAIL YOU ARE IN THE SYSTEM. IT 

WOULD ELIMINATE ALL OUTDOOR WATERING AND IS VERY 

RESTRICTIVE. IT WOULD IMPACT A LOT OF OUR CUSTOMERS 

LIKE CAR WASHES AND OTHER PEOPLE LIKE THAT THAT 

DEPEND ON -- NURSERIES AND OTHER AREAS THAT 

DEPENDING ON WATERING.  

Leffingwell: LIKELY IF THE NEW GREEN WERE NOT ONLINE IN 

2011, AND FOR A FEW DAYS DURING THE SUMMER YOU 

MIGHT HAVING TO TO SCHEDULE LAWN WATERING?  

NOT THAT SIMPLE. ONCE YOU DECLARE THE STAGE 2, HOW 

DO YOU KNOW WHEN TO END IT. BECAUSE TO END -- JUST 

BECAUSE YOU SEE THE WATER -- THE WATER USE IS GOING 

TO COME DOWN BECAUSE YOU DECLARED THE STAGE 2. 

GENERALLY YOU ARE GOING TO STAY ON STAGE 2 FOR A 

COUPLE MONTHS. WHEN WE DID IT IN 2000, WE DECLARED 

STAGE 2 ON JULY 15th AND STAYED THERE UNTIL END OF 

SEPTEMBER.  

Leffingwell: AND THAT'S PRIMARILY SCHEDULING OUTDOOR 

IRRIGATION, STAGE 2 IS?  

IT RESTRICTS OUTDOOR.  

THOSE REQUIREMENTS ARE ON THE SCREEN.  

Leffingwell: OKAY, VEHICLE WASHING -- OKAY. AND THEN THE 

SCHEDULING OF OUTDOOR IRRIGATION IS ONE OF THE 

MEASURES THAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT GOING TO 

ANYWAY. PARTICULARLY ON LARGE COMMERCIAL 



INSTALLATIONS. IS THAT RIGHT?  

YES.  

THAT'S ONE THAT'S BEING CONSIDERED, COUNCILMEMBER, 

FOR --  

Leffingwell: I'M JUST TRYING TO GET A FEEL FOR THE DEGREE 

OF HARDSHIP THAT WOULD BE IMPOSED IF WE HIT THIS 

COMBINATION OF WORST CASE SCENARIO, 10% ABOVE PEAK 

DAY USAGE FOR A FEW DAYS DURING THE SUMMER, WHAT 

THAT HARDSHIP WOULD BE.  

Mayor Wynn: IF WE COULD GO BACK TO THE GRAPH THAT 

SHOWED THE -- SO IT WOULD HELP ME CERTAINLY -- AGAIN, 

WE CONTINUE TO TALK ABOUT THE PEAK DAY. SO EACH 

YEAR, EACH CALENDAR YEAR HAS A SINGLE PEAK DAY. AND 

SO SOME YEARS IT'S, YOU KNOW, JULY 27th 28, SOME YEARS 

IT'S AUGUST 14th. IT'S THAT PEAK ABSOLUTELY MAXIMUM 

DAY THAT FOR SOME REASON, YOU KNOW, 44% OF PEOPLE 

ARE IRRIGATING THEIR LAWN ON THE SAME AFTERNOON. 

BECAUSE I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A DAILY CALENDAR EACH OF 

THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS FROM, SAY, JULY 1 TO OCTOBER 

1 TO SEE HOW -- HOW OUT OF SKEW IS THAT SINGLE 

ANNUAL PEAK DAY. IT'S ALMOST LIKE I'M ON THE CLEAN AIR 

COALITION AND THERE'S THREE DAYS A YEAR, ONE OF THEM 

IS THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS BIKE RALLY, BY THE WAY, 

WHERE WE MEASURE 84.5 PARTS PER BILLION OF PLOOLT 

POLLUTANTS. SO WE TAKE ALL OF OUR IMPACT AND 

EFFORTS ABOUT THAT ONE DAY. OBVIOUSLY ALL OF THIS IS 

ABOUT LAWN IRRIGATION. THE PEAK DAY IS BECAUSE OF 

PEOPLE IRRIGATING THEIR LAWNS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

AFTERNOON ON A SUMMER DAY THAT COULD BE 110 degrees. 

IT DOESN'T MATTER WHAT TIME THEY USE IT. I MEAN WE DO 

SEE AN IMPACT NOW ON THE AUTOMATED WATER SYSTEMS, 

ABOUT 2:00 A.M. YOU CAN SEE RESERVOIRS START TO 

DROP. SO I MEAN WE HAVE HAD AN IMPACT FROM THAT. BUT 

YOU ARE RIGHT, IT'S THE OUTDOOR WATER USE THAT 

AFFECTS THE PEAK DAY DEMAND.  

Mayor Wynn: BECAUSE ESSENTIALLY WE ALL, YOU KNOW, 

BATHE AND WASH OUR CLOTHES AT THE SAME FREQUENCY 



YEAR ROUND. WHAT HAPPENS IN THE SUMMERTIME IS 

OUTDOOR LAWN IRRIGATION.  

IN ADDITION TO THAT, THERE ARE COOLING TOWER 

DEMANDS THAT INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY.  

Mayor Wynn: THAT'S FAIR ENOUGH.  

AND THE GRAPH YOU WERE INTERESTED IN IS TO SCREEN.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. AND SO AGAIN, I'M BUILDING ON 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL'S COMMENTS AND 

THOUGHTS. WHEN I TALK TO THE AVERAGE CITIZEN AND 

TAXPAYER AND RATEPAYER, THEY GET IT THAT HERE WE 

ARE, YOU KNOW, SPENDING HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS IN CAPS CAPACITY, WHETHER IT'S PIPES OR MORE 

THAN LIKELY IT'S TREATMENT CAPACITY. HUNDREDS OF 

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS BECAUSE OF THAT ONE DAY OF THE 

YEAR, YOU KNOW, WHEN THE PERFECT STORM SORT OF 

HITS AND A BUFFER ON TOP OF THAT AND THEN 

PROJECTING OUT SORT OF GROWTH AND POTENTIAL 

CONSERVATION EFFORTS. I THINK MOST FOLKS GET THAT 

THEY DON'T DO THAT AT HOME. THAT WE FIGURE OUT AS 

INDIVIDUAL CONSUMERS WHETHER IT'S OUR, YOU KNOW, 

GASOLINE PURCHASE OR OUR CAR OR WHETHER IT'S HOW 

WE BUDGET OUR CLOTHES BUDGET FOR A YEAR, WE DON'T 

DO OUR PERSONAL FINANCIAL BUDGETING AT HOME BASED 

ON THAT ONE DAY. WE DON'T INVEST ALL OF OUR -- YOU 

KNOW, OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES IN INFRASTRUCTURE, 

YOU KNOW, FOR EVEN TWO MONTHS OF THE YEAR. YOU 

KNOW, HERE WE'RE BUDGETING REALLY FOR A FEW DAYS 

WITHIN EACH OF THOSE TWO MONTHS. AND SO, YOU KNOW, 

ONE OF THE, YOU KNOW, FRUSTRATIONS THAT I FEEL AND 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL'S COMMENTS AND WE ALL 

SHARE IT AND YOU UNDERSTAND THAT DYNAMIC IS HOW DO 

WE VERY JUDICIOUSLY MAKE THESE LONG-TERM CAPITAL 

INVESTMENTS IN A MORE CLEVER WAY, IN A MORE 

JUDICIOUS WAY UTILIZING THIS VERY FINITE PRECIOUS 

RESOURCE, THAT BEING TAXPAYER DOLLARS OR 

RATEPAYER DOLLARS, HOW DO WE GET THE MOST BANG 

FOR THE BUCK. YOU KNOW, WHY -- YOU KNOW, BUILDING 

THESE -- A COUPLE OF HUNDRED MILLION DOLLAR PLANTS, 

YOU KNOW, BASED PERHAPS -- AS OPPOSED TO REALLY 



TRYING TO FLATTEN OUT THAT -- THIS GRAPH THAT WE SEE 

HERE. TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW DO WE LOWER THE -- 

THOSE PEAK DAYS IF THAT'S WHAT WE INVEST ALL THIS 

MONEY ON, EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF, QUOTE UNQUOTE, 

RAISING THE NON-PEAK DAYS. HOW DO WE FLATTEN THIS 

GRAPH OUT IN A WAY TO HAVE THESE INVESTMENTS BE AS 

JUDICIOUS AS WE POSSIBLY CAN MAKE THEM. AND SO I 

REALLY WANT TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY AS WE GO 

THROUGH THIS DEMAND SIZE EXERCISE, IMPORTANT WE DO 

THIS THATANYWAY, BUT THE CHALLENGE IS HOW DO WE 

FLATTEN THIS GUY OUT OVER TIME SO WE'RE NOT 

BUDGETING FOR THAT -- NOT ONLY THE WORST CASE DAY, 

THE BUFFER ON TOP OF THE WORST CASE DAY AND HAVING 

IN A SENSE -- AND I KNOW YOU NEED EXCESS CAPACITY, 

YOU NEED TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO TAKE DOWN A PLANT 

FOR MAINTENANC WHILE YOU CONTINUE TO SUPPLY YOUR 

WATERS NEEDS, BUT HOW DO WE KEEP FROM ESSENTIALLY 

HAVING TOO MUCH CAPACITY IF YOU LOOK AT THE AVERAGE 

USE EVEN DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS.  

Leffingwell: MAYOR, COULD I JUST ADD THAT EVERYBODY CAN 

SEE THE SHAPE OF THE CURVES, EVEN IF YOU FLATTEN 

THEM OUT, THERE'S NO QUESTION NEW TREATMENT 

CAPACITY IS GOING TO BE NEEDED. THE ONLY QUESTION I'M 

TRYING TO GET AT IS WHEN IS THAT ABSOLUTELY GOING TO 

BE NEEDED.  

AND BECAUSE THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT, IT'S PROBABLY ONE 

OF THE MOST IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONS WE ARE GOING 

TO HAVE IN THE WATER TREATMENT ARENA. EVERY WATER 

UTILITY PLANS FOR PEAK. THE ALL SYSTEMS PEAK. YOU 

HAVE TO PLAN FOR PEAK BECAUSE EVEN IN YOUR 10% 

MARGIN THAT IS CORRECT IS NOT YOUR WORST CASE. 

YOUR WORST CASE WOULD BE A DROUGHT, A PEAK AND A 

PLANT THAT GOES DOWN FOR MAINTENANCE. HAVE YOU TO 

HAVE BUFFER IN A SYSTEM ON WATER TREATMENT. IS LOW-

HANGING FRUIT ON WATER CONSERVATION, 20 YEARS OF 

WATER CONSERVATION IN AUSTIN, ACTUALLY AUSTIN ONE 

OF THE FIRST CITIES TO EVEN BEGIN WATER 

CONSERVATION, ARE IN PLACE, AND THE LINE -- THERE WAS 

A GRAPH EARLIER WHERE WE SHOWED THE LINE AND THE 

DOTS SHOWING YOU WHERE DEMAND MANAGEMENT HAS 

TAKEN DOWN OUR USE OF WATER BELOW THAT PEAK LINE. 



WHERE YOU SEE THOSE DOTS GO BELOW THE LINE, THAT'S 

WHERE OUR CONSERVATION MEASURES KICKED IN. YOU 

HAVE A MATURE WATER CONSERVATION SYSTEM IN AUSTIN. 

OUTSIDE OF DESERT COMMUNITIES AND CRISIS WATER 

SUPPLY COMMUNITIES, OUR SYSTEM IS A MATURE SYSTEM. 

AND THE MECHANISMS THAT ALLEN PLUMBER'S GROUP HAS 

BEEN TALKING TO YOU ABOUT CAN TAKE US TO THE NEXT 

LEVEL, BUT THEY ARE NOT AS GUARANTEED, THEY TAKE 

SEVERAL YEARS TO BE SURE THEY ARE GOING TO TAKE AND 

BE ABLE TO GAUGE THEM. THEY ARE NOT A GIVEN. 

CHANGING BEHAVIOR IN A COMMUNITY THAT'S NOT A 

DESERT COMMUNITY, AN ARIZONA, A CITY WHERE THEIR 

GROUND WATER HAS DRIED UP AND THEY DON'T HAVE 

WATER SUPPLY, IS VERY DIFFICULT TO DO. WE HAVE A VERY 

BIG CONCERN THAT WE HAVE CUT THIS MARGIN TOO CLOSE 

AS IT IS ON THE FIRST PLANT, A PLAN. THERE IS A LOT OF 

PLAY AS YOU SAW ON THE SLIDE WE HAD UP EARLIER FOR 

LOOKING AT WHAT YOU NEED AFTER THE FIRST PLANT. 

ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN ADD?  

I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THERE IS A STATE 

REQUIREMENT THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH CAPACITY TO MEET 

OUR PEAK DAY DEMAND. WHAT YOU ARE SAYING IS TRUE, IF 

WE CAN CONTROL THAT PEAK DAY DEMAND AND LOWER IT, 

THAT DOES CHANGE THE CURVE AND CHANGE WHAT WE 

NEED. BUT RIGHT NOW WE HAVE TO PLAN FOR THAT GREEN 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT BASED ON THE CURRENT 

TRENDS AND EXPECTATIONS. A LOT OF THAT TOO IS ALSO 

WEATHER RELATED AND WE CAN'T PREDICT WHAT THE 

WEATHER IS GOING TO BE IN 2011. THAT'S ALWAYS HELPFUL 

THOSE RAINY YEARS, BUT YOU DON'T KNOW WHEN THEY 

ARE GOING TO HIT. WE BELIEVE RIGHT NOW THE 2011 IS A 

CRITICAL TIME FRAME FOR US.  

MAYOR, JUST A QUICK FINAL COMMENT I REALLY WANTING 

TO BACK TO EMPHASIZE TRYING TO FIND A WAY TO DEAL 

WITH THIS PEAK DAY SITUATION. AND I WAS STRUCK BY A 

COMMENT I HEARD FROM A PERSON IN AUSTIN ENERGY. 

YOU KNOW THESE THERMOSTATS THAT WE HAVE THAT ARE 

REMOTELY CONTROLLED BY AUSTIN ENERGY THAT THEY 

CAN ACTUALLY TURN OFF YOUR AIR CONDITIONER FROM 

DOWNTOWN IF THEY START APPROACHING CERTAIN LOAD 

CONDITIONS. I WAS TOLD, WE ALL REMEMBER THE 



BROWNOUT OR BLACKOUT WE HAD ABOUT A MONTH AGO, 

THAT IF WE HAD HAD MANDATORY THERMOSTATS OF THAT 

TYPE IN ALL THE HOMES AND BUSINESSES IN AUSTIN, WE 

COULD HAVE AVOIDED THAT KIND OF BROWNOUT IN THAT 

SITUATION. SIMPLY BY CONTROLLING THAT PEAK LOAD 

COMMAND -- DEMAND IN THAT VERY LIMITED, ISOLATED 

SITUATION. WE CAN FIND SOME KIND OF MECHANISM LIKE 

THAT TO CONTROL OR REDUCE OUR PEAK DEMAND, WE 

COULD DELAY THE NEED FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANTS 

FOR SOME TIME AND THAT ADDS UP TO BIG DOLLARS, JUST 

THE DELAY. AGAIN, WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT NOT DOING 

THESE THINGS, WE'RE TALKING ABOUT WHEN DO WE 

ACTUALLY NEED THEM.  

JUST A QUICK CLARIFIER, COUNCILMEMBER, THE ROLLING 

BLACKOUT THAT WE HAD WASN'T BASED ON OUR DEMAND 

BEING ABOVE WHAT IT NEEDED. IT WAS A STATE MANDATED 

GRID. WE WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO DO THAT 

REGARDLESS OF WHAT WE HAD IN OUR THERMOSTAT. I 

THINK THAT MAY JUST BE A MISUNDERSTANDING OF -- IN 

OTHER WORDS, IT WASN'T THAT OUR SYSTEM WAS 

OVERLOADED. WE HAD PLENTY OF CAPACITY IN OUR 

SYSTEM. IT WAS OTHER PLACES IN THE STATE WHERE THEIR 

GRID WASN'T CARRYING WHAT THEY NEEDED.  

Mayor Wynn: AGREED, BUT AUSTIN ENERGY HAS THAT 

PRODUCT AND WE HAVE THAT PROGRAM FOR THAT VERY 

REASON, TO CONTROL AUSTIN ENERGY'S POWER INTERNAL 

PEAK DEMAND. AND BY TURNING ON THESE ESSENTIALLY 

OPTIONAL VOLUNTARY DEMAND SIDE CONTROLS ON THE 

AUSTIN ENERGY SIDE, WE'RE ABLE TO JUST SLIGHTLY 

DEFLECT THE ABILITY TO HAVE TO CRANK UP ANOTHER 

PEAKING UNIT FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS ONE AFTERNOON 

BECAUSE WE ACTUALLYLY LOWERED THAT PEAK 

INSTANTANEOUSLY BASED ON THAT DEMAND AND THAT 

GRAPH. WE RECOGNIZE THAT. COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY AND THEN KIM.  

Dunkerley: A BIT MORE ABOUT THE WATER SYSTEM AS A 

WHOLE. WHAT LITTLE YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TEACH ME IS 

THAT PRESSURE HAS TO BE KEPT UP THROUGHOUT THE 

SYSTEM. I'D LIKE TO TALK ABOUT THE EFFECT OF SOME OF 

THESE THINGS THINGS, HOW YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO 



MAINTAIN THAT LEVEL OF PRESSURE THROUGHOUT THE 

SYSTEM SO THAT WE WOULDN'T HAVE INSTANCES WHERE 

WE'RE BOILING OUR WATER AND THINGS LIKE THAT. BUT IF 

YOU COULD COME AND TALK TO ME ABOUT THAT, I WOULD 

LIKE TO UNDERSTAND HOW AWFUL THOSE ELEMENTS 

WORK.  

WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: I'M GLAD COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY MENTIONED 

THE WATER PRESSURE BECAUSE THERE ARE AREAS WHERE 

IT IS A BIT LOW SO I WANT TO THANK THE WATER UTILITIES 

FOR MOVING UP PROJECTS AND THE C.I.P. PROJECTS FOR 

THE PUMP STATIONS AND I THINK THAT'S A VERY EFFICIENT 

WAY TO DO IT. GET A LOT OF BANG FOR THE BUCK. I DON'T 

KNOW EXACTLY WHEN WE'RE GOING TO HAVE THOSE ON 

LINE, AND JOE, MAYBE YOU CAN TELL US POR MORE ABOUT 

THAT.  

COUNCILMEMBER, I BELIEVE THAT PROJECTS IN THE 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT IS DIVIDED 

INTO TWO PHASES. FIRST PHASE HAS ALREADY BEEN 

IMPLEMENTED AND WE'RE LOOKING AT SOME OF THE 

IMPROVEMENTS THERE. THE SECOND PHASE IS FOR 

UPGRADING THE LINES, AND I THINK IMPROVING THE PUMP 

STATION. IS THAT CORRECT? AND THAT'S SCHEDULED FOR I 

THINK GOING OUT TO BID LATE THIS FALL.  

Kim: SO WE SHOULD BE SEEING SOME IMPROVEMENT IN THE 

WATER PRESSURE IN THE NORTHWEST OF THIS PROJECT. 

ALSO I WANTED TO ASK THE STAFF ABOUT THE NEW GREEN. 

IT'S PROGRAMMED, I GUESS THE PLAN IS JUST TO BE A 25 

MGD PLANT. MY UNDERSTANDING IS WE COULD GET UP TO 

100 WITHOUT CONSIDERABLE INCREASE IN THE SIZE OF THE 

FOOTPRINT. IS THAT CORRECT?  

CHRIS CAN SPEAK TO THIS BUT YES, IT'S GOING TO BE ABLE 

TO PHASE UP TO 100 AND EVEN THE INTAKE IS ALLOWED TO 

LET THAT OCCUR.  

WE PLANNED FOR 100 MILLION GALLONS A DAY AND WE'RE 



TALKING ABOUT THE INITIAL INTAKE, STRUCTURE INTAKE 

PUMP STATION AS HAVING AN INITIAL SIZE OF 50 WITH A AN 

ULTIMATE SITE PLANNED FOR 100.  

Kim: WELL THEN WHY DO WE NEED THE -- PUT ASIDE THE 

WATER PRESSURE ISSUES, ASSUME THEY AREN'T THERE. 

WHY DO WE NEED A PLANT NUMBER 4 IF IT'S AN INITIAL 

PHASE OF 25 AND ON GREEN IT COULD GO UP TO 100?  

THERE'S TWO PARTS TO THAT. FIRST OF ALL, ULTIMATELY 

WE'RE GOING TO NEED MORE THAN 1 T. 100. ULTIMATELY WE 

WOULD NEED A PLANT 4 ANYWAY. IT COMES DOWN TO 

ECONOMICS OF MOVING WATER AROUND. IF WE GET MUCH 

BEYOND 2015, AND I THINK WITH WATER CONSERVATION WE 

CAN PUSH THAT TO 2016 OR 17. IF WE GET MUCH BEYOND 

THAT, WE HAVE TO START BUILDING ADDITIONAL PUMP 

STATIONS AND LINES. I KNOW THAT RELATES TO PRESSURE, 

BUT THAT'S MOVING WATER UP TO THE NORTHWEST. SO WE 

JUST DETERMINED THROUGH THE STUDIES IT'S MORE COST 

EFFECTIVE TO GO AHEAD AND IMPLEMENT THE TREATMENT 

PLANT 4 WHICH WE ULTIMATELY NEED EVEN BEYOND THE 

100 CAPACITY THAT COULD BE ADDED AT GREEN. IT'S MORE 

COST EFFECTIVE TO GO AHEAD AND DO THAT AND AVOID A 

NUMBER OF PUMP STATIONS AND TRANSMISSION MAINS 

THAT WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE TO MOVE WATER FROM THE 

GREEN PLANT OR THE DOWNTOWN, THE LOWER 

ELEVATIONS UP TO THE NORTH AND NORTHWEST.  

Kim: SURE, AND I GUESS WITH ALL THESE THINGS WE NEED 

TO DO THE MATH TO SEE WHAT WOULD BE MORE EFFICIENT, 

BUT I THINK THAT GIVES US MORE PLAY THAN IN TALKING 

ABOUT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4 OR EVEN WHAT WE 

WOULD DO TO HAVE MORE OF THE TREATMENT CAPACITY IN 

THE CITY. I THINK WE NEED TO CONSIDER ALL OF OUR 

ALTERNATIVES HERE. THE FACT THAT WE HAVE A NEW 

GREEN WHICH WILL HAVE BUILT-IN CAPACITY FOR US TO 

UPGRADE WITHOUT AS MUCH COST AS A BRAND-NEW 

TREATMENT PLANT AS WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4, I THINK 

THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE WAS $300 MILLION. WE ALSO HAVE 

A UTILITY WHOSE DEBT IS CONSIDERABLE, I THINK IT'S 

ABOUT A THIRD OF THE BUDGET GOES TO DEBT PAYMENTS, 

AND WE NEED TO KEEP IN MIND ALSO WITH RISING INTEREST 

RATES, MORE OF A BURDEN FOR OUR WATER UTILITY. AND 



SO THE BEST INTEREST HERE IS REALLY FOR THE 

RATEPAYERS AS WE'RE SEEING INCREASES IN WATER 

RATES, AND IT'S UNDERSTANDABLE AND ACCEPTABLE THAT 

WE WOULD DO THAT BECAUSE WE WANT TO FUND THESE 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS, WE NEED TO GET MORE 

WATERSHED CAPACITY BUT WE NEED TO CONSIDER ALL THE 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO US. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER McCRACKEN. CRACK  

McCracken: I GUESS THE THING I'M TRYING TO FIGURE OUT IS 

WHAT WE'RE HOPING TO ACCOMPLISH. MY UNDERSTANDING 

IS, MAKE SURE I UNDERSTAND THIS CORRECTLY, IS THAT WE 

ALL AGREE WE'RE GOING TO NEED THIS WATER, AND THE 

QUESTION IS WHETHER WE NEED IT IN 2011 A LITTLE BIT OR 

A LOT OR NOT AT ALL. WE DO AGREE WE WILL NEED IT IN 11, 

12 OR 13. IS THAT CORRECT?  

NO, IT'S MORE DEFINITIVE THAN THAT. WE BELIEVE YOU 

NEED THE FIRST PLANT UP WHEREVER IT IS BY 2011.  

McCracken: I KNOW, AND I GUESS WHAT I'M TRYING TO SAY IS 

THERE IS THE BEST CASE SCENARIO, AND THE BEST CASE 

SCENARIO, WHAT YOU DON'T PLAN FOR, YOU DON'T PLAN 

FOR IT IN YOUR RETIREMENT, IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD 

BUDGET, IN YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE, BUT THE BEST SAYS 

CA THEIR YOA WOULD BE 2012. AND MAYBE IF WE HIT THE 

FANTASY JACKPOT ON HOW FAST THERE IS A HUGE BEHAV I 

DON'T BELIEVEBEHAVIORALCHANGES IN SOCIETY WHICH I'M 

LOOKING AT AND I'M NOT THAT EXCITED ABOUT THEM IN MY 

OWN LIFE SO I DON'T KNOW WHY THE REST OF THE 

POPULATION WOULD BE. ROCK GARDENS INSTEAD OF A 

LAWN. I THINK I WOULD RATHER HAVE A LAWN. THAT'S ME. 

BUT IT'S A LOT OF US. SO I THINK WE HAVE A DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN WHAT WE'RE HOPING TO DO AND DELAY BUILDING 

NEW POWER PLANTS VERSUS WATER PLANTS BECAUSE THE 

NEW POWER PLANT, WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THE NEW 

TECHNOLOGY IS GOING TO BE. IS IT GOING TO BE CLEAN 

COAL, IMPROVED CAPACITORS THAT ALLOWS US TO USE 

RENEWABLES MORE EFFECTIVELY. THERE ARE 

TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS THAT ARE BIG FACTORS THAT 

DRIVE OUR DECISIONS ON WHY WE WOULD PREFER TO 

PUSH OFF THE DAY WE BUILD A NEW POWER PLANT. I DON'T 



SEE THOSE SAME CONSIDERATIONS IN PLAY FOR WATER 

PLANTS BECAUSE OF WATER -- DYNAMICS OF WATER ARE 

DIFFERENT BECAUSE WE USE IT FOR INDUSTRIAL 

PURPOSES, WE BATHE WITH IT, YOU KNOW, SO -- I THINK THE 

FIRST QUESTION IS, YOU KNOW, IS THE GOAL OF WHAT 

WE'RE HOPING TO ACCOMPLISH IF WE DELAY BY A YEAR 

THAT WE CAN BUILD WATER TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4 

AND NOT HAVE TO BUILD GREEN. THAT'S ONE QUESTION. 

RIGHT NOW I'M JUST SAYING AMONG OURSELVES ON THE 

COUNCIL BECAUSE I HEAR DISCUSSION ON THE COUNCIL. I'M 

TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO 

ACCOMPLISH BY PUTTING IT OFF A YEAR. SO IS THE GOAL TO 

BE ABLE TO SAY WE WOULD ONLY BUILD ONE WATER PLANT 

AND THAT WOULD BE 4 OR IS THE GOAL TO SAY THAT WE 

WOULD RATHER ROLL THE DICE AND NOT BUILD IT FOR A 

YEAR BETWEEN 2011 AND 2012, AND IF SO WHAT IS THE GAIN 

TO BE EXPECTED VERSUS THE RISKS WE WOULD BE TAKING 

ON. AND I DON'T KNOW, THAT'S A FAIR QUESTION. YOU 

KNOW, IF THE WORST CASE SCENARIO IS THAT PEOPLE 

MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO WATER THEIR LAWN EVERY THREE 

DAYS THAT'S ONE CATEGORY. BUT WHAT IF WE GET A 

DROUGHT. MY IN-LAWS LIVE IN SAN ANTONIO AND BECAUSE 

SAN ANTONIO FAILED TO PLAN FOR A NEW RESERVOIR, 

THEY WEREN'T ALLOWED TO WATER FOR TWO MONTHS. 

PEOPLE LOST THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 

OF LANDSCAPE. SO IS OUR DECISION TO ROLL THE DICE ON 

2011, WHAT IF WE ROLL WRONG, AND IF WE HAVE PEOPLE 

LOSE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS OF LANDSCAPING, I'LL TELL 

YOU IN MY HOUSE, WE LIKE HAVING NICE PLANTS IN OUR 

YARD AND WATER THEM AND TAKE CARE OF THEM. A LOT OF 

PEOPLE IN AUSTIN DO. WHAT ARE WE GETTING OUT OF IT IF 

WE PUT IT OFF FOR A YEAR? HOW MUCH MONEY ARE WE 

GOING TO SAVE? THOSE ARE THE QUESTIONS I HAVE 

BECAUSE I'M NOT -- I HAVEN'T HEARD ANYTHING SO FAR 

TODAY THAT MAKES ME BELIEVE THAT WE'RE GETTING VERY 

MUCH OUT OF PUTTING THIS OFF FOR A YEAR. BUT I'M ALL 

EARS.  

MAYOR, MAY I --  

YES.  

COUNCILMEMBER, I WOULD JUST LIKE TO POINT OUT IN 



TERMS OF THE SCHEDULE, WHAT WE HAVE LAID OUT IN 

TERMS OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PLANT, PRETTY 

SIMPLY, WE'VE LAID OUT IT WILL TAKE US FIVE YEARS. IT'S 

VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD THAT WE'RE AT 2011 AS A 

PROJECTED DATE FOR COMPLETION. OUR CONSULTANTS 

AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE RESPONDING TO THE 

R.F.P. FOR ENGINEERING ARE TELLING US THAT THAT IS AN 

AGGRESSIVE SCHEDULE. ON TOP OF THAT, WHAT WE'VE NOT 

INCLUDED IN THAT SCHEDULE IS UNANTICIPATED DELAYS. 

AND WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE SOUTH AUSTIN REGIONAL 

PLANT THAT SOME OF YOU PARTICIPATED SEVERAL MONTHS 

BACK, WE'VE NOT HAD A PLANT FACILITY SCHEDULE IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH OUR ORIGINAL SCHEDULE BECAUSE 

WE'VE HAD SCHEDULING PROBLEMS, WE'VE HAD 

CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS, WE'VE HAD MANUFACTURING 

PROBLEMS, WE'VE HAD WEATHER PROBLEMS, WE HAD AN 

ARRAY OF PROBLEMS THAT YOU WELL KNOW WE'VE HAD TO 

RECONCILE IN A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT WAYS. THAT 

UNANTICIPATED FACTOR IS NOT INCLUDED IN THAT FIVE 

YEARS. SO THE MARGIN IS GONE. THAT'S WHY I KNOW YOU 

PROBABLY ARE TIRED OR PERHAPS EVEN ANNOYED WITH 

OUR INSISTENCE, AND I ASSURE YOU THAT PROBABLY WITH 

MY LAST PRESENTATION HERE TO YOU, TO THIS COUNCIL, IT 

IS --  

STOP RUBBING IT IN, JOE.  

HUH?  

STOP RUBBING IT IN.  

BUT IT CERTAINLY WITH RESPECT TO YOU ALL IN TERMS OF 

MAKING SURE THAT YOU ARE AWARE OF THIS EMERGENCY 

THAT WE'RE SEEING ON OUR END WITH RESPECT TO 

RECONCILING ISSUES AT ULLRICH. IN TERMS OF WHERE WE 

WORK IN THAT PARTICULAR SITUATION SIX MONTHS AGO 

AND WE WERE ASSURED THAT THEY WOULD BE COMPLETE. 

EXPERIENCING UNANTICIPATED ISSUES IN THE MEANTIME. 

WE ARE NOW 15 MONTHS BEHIND. SO THOSE FACTORS 

WERE NOT -- THAT 15 MONTHS WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THAT 

ORIGINAL SCHEDULING. AND SO WHEN YOU HEAR US HERE 

IN TERMS OF INSISTING ON YOU OR SAYING THAT 2011 IS A 

DATE THAT WE'RE LAYING, KNOW, OUR PROFESSIONAL 



POSITION ON THE LINE IS BECAUSE WE'VE ALREADY LOOKED 

AT THOSE FACTORS AND WE ARE AND WE ARE FEARFUL, WE 

ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE FACT THAT THERE IS NO 

ROOM FOR UNANTICIPATED ISSUES TO COME UP. SO WE 

BELIEVE THAT 2011 IS A DATE WE NEED TO HAVE THAT 

ADDITIONAL CAPACITY. NOW, CONCURRENT WITH THAT, 

THERE IS A LOT OF OPPORTUNITY WITH RESPECT TO 

WHETHER WE WANT TO ADD ADDITIONAL CAPACITY DOWN 

THE ROAD IN 2015, 2016. AND WHETHER WE WANT TO ADOPT 

A DIFFERENT LIFESTYLE HERE IN AUSTIN AND SET THE TONE 

FOR THE STATE AND FOR THE NATION. THAT IS ON THE 

TABLE. WE ARE NOT -- WE HAVE NOT CLOSED THAT 

CHAPTER. BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE IMMEDIATE ABILITY 

TO RESPOND TO OUR CAPACITY NEEDS, WE STAND FIRM IN 

RECOMMENDING TO YOU THAT 2011 IS A DATE WE NEEDING 

TO WITH.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I WOULD JUST LIKE TO ADDRESS 

COUNCILMEMBER McCRACKEN'S QUESTION IS A VERY GOOD 

ONE. WHAT DO WE GAIN BY WAITING A YEAR. AND I THINK 

WHAT WE GAIN IS MONEY. YOU SAVE A LOT OF MONEY BY 

WAITING A YEAR OR TWO YEARS AND I WOULD LIKE TO 

KNOW HOW MUCH MONEY -- I'D LIKE TO GET THAT QUESTION 

ANSWERED, NOT NECESSARILY TODAY BUT AT SOME POINT 

IN TIME HOW MUCH MONEY YOU SAVE PER YEAR BY 

PUTTING THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT ONLINE.  

Mayor Wynn: AND TO EXPAND ON THAT, THE WHOLE 

CONCEPT, I AGREE THAT COUNCILMEMBER McCRACKEN'S 

QUESTIONS ARE VERY APPROPRIATE, AND NOT ONLY THE 

TIME VALUE OF MONEY, JUST THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF AS 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM QUESTIONED DO YOU BUILD, YOU 

KNOW, ONE PLANT NOT TWO. DO YOU -- WHAT'S SORT OF 

THE COST EFFECTIVE AND FINANCIAL VALUE OF EXPANDING 

THE FIRST ONE YOU BUILD BEFORE YOU BOTHER TO BUILD -- 

YOU KNOW, BUY THE LAND AND BUILD THE SECOND ONE. 

THAT KIND OF ANALYSIS. SEEMS TO ME TWO OF THESE 

MAJOR INVESTMENTS, YOU KNOW, IN A SPAN OF FOUR OR 

FIVE YEARS, WHATEVER THAT MIGHT BE, YOU KNOW, JUST 

BEGS THAT, THAT IF ONE CAN PUT OFF ONE OF THEM FOR A 

YEAR OR TWO OR IF ONE CAN FIGURE OUT THE TIME VALUE 



AND THE INHERENT ECONOMIES OF SCALE OR EFFICIENCIES 

OF STAGING, PHASING 1 VERSUS SORT OF WORKING -- STAIR 

STEPPING TWO OF THEM SO BE IT AS WELL. I THINK THERE'S 

A NUMBER OF ANALYSIS. COUNCILMEMBER McCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I'M GLAD WE'RE HAVING THIS DISCUSSION ABOUT 

THIS BECAUSE THAT WAS MY -- THAT'S WHAT I WAS 

GATHERING WAS THERE A BELIEF WE COULD SAVE ONE 

YEAR OF DEBT SERVICE COST. WHICH WE WOULD HAVE TO 

PAY ANYWAY AT SOME POINT. THE QUESTION IS YOU WOULD 

SAY IF YOU HAD TO PAY 30 YEARS STARTING AT 30 YEARS 

OF DEBT SERVICE STARTING IN 208, 207, YOU ARE STILL 

PAYING 30 YEARS OF DEBT SERVICE. OR 50 OR 20 OR 

WHATEVER IT IS. BUT -- SO WHAT INCREMENT DO YOU SAVE. 

AND THEN JUDGE THAT VERSUS THE RISK FOR TAKING ON. 

NOW, I THINK IT'S A DIFFERENT QUESTION AND I DON'T THINK 

THERE IS -- I THINK COUNCILMEMBER KIM AND I MAY HAVE A 

RESPECTFUL DISAGREEMENT ON THIS, IN MY 

UNDERSTANDING ANY SCENARIO I CAN IMAGINE WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT 4 -- ROBINSON RANCHES MORE LIKELY 

TO INFILL AT A DENSER LEVEL THAN SH 130 AND THE 

GRAVITY FEED FROM LAKE TRAVIS SO FOR A VARIETY OF 

REASONS I PERSONALLY HAVE CONCLUDED THAT 

TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4 IS THE BETTER -- IS THE -- 

YOU KNOW, IS AN IMPORTANT PART, AN INDISPENSIBLE 

PART OF THE STRATEGY. NOW THE QUESTION IS DO WE 

ROLL THE DICE ON 2011 WITH THE HOPES OF GETTING 2012 

A WATER TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4 THAT WE DON'T 

HAVE TO DO ANYTHING FOR A FUTURE GREEN SIDE OR 

SEVERAL YEARS DOWN THE ROAD. LIKE 2020 OR SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT. THAT'S AN ANALYSIS I WOULDN'T MIND HEARING 

EITHER, BUT THAT RAISING A WHOLE HOST OF OTHER 

ISSUES AND THOSE ARE THINGS LIKE, WELL, IF WE DON'T 

BUILD A GREEN PLANT, THEN WE ARE NOT TAKING WATER 

FROM BARTON SPRINGS AND BARTON CREEK AND THAT 

RAISING AN ISSUE OF WHETHER WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE 

WATER QUALITY CONTROLS IN OUR LOCAL CODE. SO THAT'S 

A RISK FACTOR WE TAKE ON IF WE DON'T BUILD GREEN. AND 

THEN-I THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE THE NUMBERS 

TO SEE HOW MUCH MONEY WE WOULD SAVE. BUT THE ONE 

POINT I WOULD ADD IN ADDITION TO ALL OF OF THIS IS I 

BELIEVE THAT INADEQUATE CAPACITY DISTRIBUTED 



THROUGHOUT IS MORE LIKELY TO CREATE WATER QUALITY 

AND POLLUTION PROBLEMS BASED ON SAN ANTONIO'S 

EXPERIENCE. WHAT SAN ANTONIO WHEN DID HE HAVE NOT 

HAVE A BROADLY DISTRIBUTED WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

SYSTEM, A RESERVOIR SYSTEM, WHAT THEY DID IS THEY 

PUMPED THE HECK OUT OF THE AQUIFER. THEY PUMPED SO 

MUCH FROM THE FEW SHORT STRAWS THEY HAD AND THEY 

PUMPED MORE -- THEY ARE PUMPING MORE THAN THEY 

SHOULD BE PUMPING FROM AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIBLE POSITION BECAUSE THEY DO NOT HAVE A 

DISTRIBUTED SYSTEM. AND SO ONE OF OUR 

RESPONSIBILITIES IS TO HAVE A DISTRIBUTED SYSTEM SO 

THAT WE ARE TAKING A RESPONSIBLE LEVEL OF WATER 

FROM EACH OF THE RESERVOIR SOURCES SO WE DON'T 

BECOME ANOTHER SAN ANTONIO. AND SO I THINK IN A 

VERNLY RESPONSIBLE POSITION IS TO HAVE A DISTRIBUTED 

SYSTEM AND WE'LL GET THE NUMBERS OF WHAT THE 

ADVANTAGES ARE OF DELAYING FOR ONE YEAR.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I'D LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE NEED TORE THIS 

WATER PLANT IN 2011 AND THE POSITIVE BIMENT OF MOVING 

THAT BACK A FEW YEARS, AND I'D LIKE TO PROBABLY 

DECLARE THAT WE HAVE ALREADY DONE THAT. BY WAITING 

AS LATE AS WE ARE WAITING, WE DO NOT EVEN HAVE THE 

LAND ACQUIRED FOR THE SITE. BY THE TIME YOU ACQUIRE 

THE LAND AND YOU GET YOUR PLANT DESIGNED AND SITED 

AND GET YOUR CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS OUT, YOU ARE 

LOOKING AT 2012. YOU MAY HAVE 2011 ON YOUR PAPER, BUT 

I'M TELLING YOU FROM MY EXPERIENCE YOU'RE ALREADY 

PAST THAT DATE. SO THAT'S MY CONCERN. IT'S NOT TRYING 

TO MOVE IT BACK. I THINK WE HAVE ALREADY DONE THAT. 

AND SO I THINK WE REALLY NEED TO AGGRESSIVELY 

PURSUE WHATEVER WATER CONSERVATION METHODS WE 

HAVE IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE THAT WE'VE GOT AN 

ADEQUATE SUPPLY AT THAT DATE. AND IT LOOKS LIKE WE 

WOULD. SO I AM MORE INCLINED TO MOVE FORWARD ON 

THIS PROJECT KNOWING THAT WE'RE NOT GOING TO MEET 

THE 2011 DEADLINE AS WE SPEAK AND HOPE THAT WE HAVE 

ENOUGH CONSERVATION TO CARRY US TO THAT 2012 OR 

WHEREVER WE END UP, 2013, AND THEN ENCOURAGING THE 

WATER CONSERVATION AND THEN MOVE THAT OTHER 



PLANT OUT AS FAR AS WE CAN OR WHATEVER OTHER PLANT 

WE DECIDED TO. BUT I DON'T WANT US REALLY SITTING 

HERE THINKING THAT WE CAN GET THIS PLANT DONE BY 

2011. WE CAN'T. SO I THINK THE CONSULTANTS ARE SAYING 

IT'S GOING TO BE HARD TO DO, AND IN MY EXPERIENCE IT'S 

PROBABLY NOT GOING TO BE DOABLE. SO THAT'S MY 

CONCERN WITH AT LEAST GETTING THINGS STARTED. AND I 

THINK BREWSTER IS EXACTLY RIGHT, WE ARE GOING TO PAY 

THE SAME NUMBER OF YEARS OF DEBT SERVICE ON THIS 

PLANT WHETHER WE START THIS YEAR OR NEXT YEAR OR 

2012 OR 13, AND WE CAN FIGURE THAT LITTLE DIFFERENTIAL, 

BUT THAT'S NOT MY CONCERN. I WANT TO HAVE AN 

ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF WATER FOR THIS COMMUNITY AND I 

THINK IF WE DON'T START SOONER RATHER THAN LATER 

WE'RE NOT GOING TO HAVE IT BY 2012 MUCH LESS 2011.  

CAN I ASK THEN SINCE WE SEEM TO BE SORT OF CUTTING 

TO THE CHASE ON THE TWO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TIMING, 

I DON'T KNOW, JOE, JANE, WHO IS THE BEST ONE, BUT 

HERE'S WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO YOU FRAME. WHETHER WE 

GO WITH GREEN OR WHETHER WE GO WITH WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT FIRST, WITH GREEN WE DON'T HAVE THE 

SITE SECURED YET AND THE CONSULTANTS THAT WE HAVE 

TALKED TO, ALTHOUGH WE ARE ACTIVELY TRYING TO GET 

THAT RESOLVED AND THE CONSULTANTS WE'VE ALREADY 

SPOKEN TO WHO ARE PROPOSING ON THE R.F.P. ALL HAVE 

EXPRESSED CONCERNS ABOUT THE TIGHT TIME LINE TO 

MAKE IT TO 2011. IF WE WERE TO ABANDON GREEN AND 

MOVE TO WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4, WE OWN THE LAND, 

WE HAVE THE EASEMENT, IT'S A MORE COMPLICATED AND 

LARGER IN-TAKE STRUCTURE, BUT EVEN ON WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT 4, AND CORRECT ME IF I'VE GOT THIS 

RIGHT, WE WOULD BE LUCKY TO GET WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT 4 EVEN IN THAT IS A NARROW BY 2011. IT WOULD HIT 

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 2011 AND 12 IF WE STARTED RIGHT 

NOW. DO I HAVE THAT RIGHT OR WRONG?  

YOU HAVE THAT RIGHT. A YEAR AGO WE WERE SAYING 2011 

FOR TREATMENT PLANT 4. TODAY WE WOULD CALL IT 2012. 

BECAUSE WE OWN THE LAND, HAVE THE EASEMENTS, HAVE 

DONE A LOT OF PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES OF THE SITE.  



AND GIES THE BOTTOM LINE THEN FOR US IS WHICHEVER 

WAY YOU WANTING TO GO, WE HAVE ALMOST LOST OUR WIN 

DEVELOPMENT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE A DECISION 

VERY SOON REGARDLESS OF WHICH DIRECTION YOU WANT 

TO GO ON WHICH YOU START WITH BECAUSE BOTH OUR 

WINDOWS ARE SHUTTING.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY DRUNK. >>. 

Dunkerley: WE NEED A PLANT AS SOON AS WE CAN BUILD IT 

AND I DON'T CARE WHETHER IT'S GREEN OR 4, BUT I THINK 

WHATEVER WE'RE LOOKING AT IN BOTH SITES IT'S AT LEAST 

2012 AND I THINK WE NEED TO START ADJUSTING OUR 

GRAPHS TO SHOW THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: I THOUGHT WE WERE TOLD THAT EVEN IF WE STARTED 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4 THAT IT WOULDN'T BE 

ONLINE UNTIL 2015. NOW YOU'RE SAYING IT'S 2012?  

NO, WHEN WE SWITCHED GREEN AND WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT 4 WE WERE GOING TO MOVE THE TIME LINE FOR 4 TO 

2015. WHAT WE WERE PROPOSING HERE IS JUST CHANGE UP 

THE SCENARIO AND THINK ABOUT EITHER GREEN OR WATER 

FREEMENT PLANT 4 RIGHT NOW, HOW QUICK COULD EITHER 

ONE OF THEM COME UP. AND YOU'RE REALLY SAYING IT'S 

2012 IF WE WENT WITH WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4 RIGHT 

NOW, AND WE WILL BE -- WE ARE RIGHT ON THE MARGIN OF 

MAKING IT WITH 2011 IF WE DO GREEN. THE POINT REALLY 

BEING REGARDLESS OF WHICH ONE YOU PICK OR WHERE 

YOU GO, WE'VE ALMOST LOST OUR WINDOW.  

Kim: WELL, WE'RE PROCEEDING WITH THE NEW GREEN. 

CHRIS SAID WE'RE COMING BACK IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS AND 

THE CONSULTANTS ARE GOING TO BE DECIDED UPON AT 

THAT MEETING. SO WE'RE GOING WITH THE NEW GREEN, 

RIGHT?  

I WAS RESPONDING THE THE FACT THAT SEVERAL 

COUNCILMEMBERS HAVE TALKED ABOUT WHAT IF WE 

STARTED WITH WATER TREATMENT PLANT 4. THE POINT TO 

US IS THAT BOTH OF THEM ARE GOING TO TAKE JUST ABOUT 



THAT TIME FRAME TO GET DONE.  

Kim: ALL RIGHT. OKAY.  

WE DON'T HAVE ANY DIRECTION AT THIS POINT FROM 

COUNCIL EXCEPT TO BE LOOKING FOR A SITE FOR GREEN, 

AND THAT'S WHAT WE'RE PURSUING.  

Kim: WELL, REGARDLESS OF HOW PEOPLE FEEL ABOUT 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4, AND THERE ARE A 

LOT OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AS WELL AS JUST THE 

COST ISSUES, I DON'T KNOW IF WE'RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO 

AFFORD IT WHEN THE TIME COMES TO ISSUE BONDS OR IF 

WE ARE GOING TO PAY FOR IT WHAT WILL THE TAXPAYERS 

AND THE RATEPAYERS HAVE TO BEAR. AND THAT IS A HUGE 

FACTOR IS WHAT IS THE COST OF WATER WHEN A COMPANY 

IS DECIDING WHERE TO LOCATE IN TERMS OF WHAT CITIES 

THEY ARE GOING TO CHOOSE AMONG. SO WE'LL SEE WHAT 

HAPPENS, BUT RIGHT NOW WE'RE PURSUING THE NEW 

GREEN IS MY UNDERSTANDING AND WE CAN CONTINUE TO 

RUN THE NUMBERS AND SEE WHAT WE CAN DO TO PUSH 

OFF WATER TREATMENT PLANT NUMBER 4, BUT THERE'S 

ANOTHER -- I'M GLAD THAT COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

TALKED ABOUT THE CONSERVATION, AND MY 

UNDERSTANDING IS THE STATE INTERIM WATER STUDY 

COMMITTEE GOAL IS FOR 145 GALLONS PER CAPITA, AND 

THAT IN AUSTIN OUR OVERALL CONSUMPTION IS 185 

GALLONS PER CAPITA PER DAY AND THAT'S WAY TOO HIGH. 

DOES ANYONE HAVE AN ANSWER FOR THAT, WHY OUR -- 

WHY OUR USAGE IS SO MUCH HIGHER, MUCH HIGHER THAN 

SAN ANTONIO'S BY THE WAY.  

YES. THE WATER CONSERVATION IMPLEMENTATION TASK 

FORCE HAD A -- CAME OUT WITH A REPORT LAST YEAR, AND 

THERE'S A LOT OF DISCUSSION ON THE TASK FORCE ABOUT 

PER CAPITA WATER USE. THE MAIN CONCLUSION OF THE 

REPORT WAS YOU REALLY CAN'Tu COMPARE PER CAPITA 

WATER USE BETWEEN CITIES. SAN ANTONIO HAS SPECIFIC 

THINGS THAT ARE DIFFERENT THAN AUSTIN. THEY HAVE A 

LOT OF TOURISM. WE HAVE A LOT OF MANUFACTURING. 

THEY DON'T HAVE MUCH MANUFACTURING. SO THE INCOME 

LEVEL IS DIFFERENT BETWEEN SAN ANTONIO AND AUSTIN. 

THE PER CAPITA INCOME IN SAN ANTONIO IS ABOUT 25% 



LOWER. OBVIOUSLY PEOPLE WITH LOWER INCOME WOULD 

NOT PURCHASE AS MUCH WATER. SO THEY DID COME UP 

WITH A RECOMMENDATION, HOWEVER, OF 140. AND THAT'S -- 

THEY WANTED TO SET A GOAL SO CITIES WOULD HAVE 

SOMETHING TO LOOK AT, UTILITIES WOULD HAVE 

SOMETHING TO LOOK AT. LONG TERM WE'RE TRYING TO 

MEET THAT GOAL. WE'RE THOUGHT THERE TODAY, WE 

WON'T BE THERE TOMORROW. BUT WE HOPE IN 20 OR 25 

YEARS MAYBE WE'LL FIT THERE. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, 

FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

Kim: SO YOU'RE SAYING THEN FOR SAN ANTONIO, THE 

COMMERCIAL SIDE I GUESS PER BUSINESS IS LOWER 

BECAUSE WE'RE NOT GETTING ALL THE WATER USAGE IN 

THE COMMERCIAL SIDE AT ALL, BUT WE'RE COUNTING THEM 

FOR THE DENOMINATOR?  

IN SAN ANTONIO THEY MAY NOT BE USING WATER FROM THE 

SYSTEM. AND SO IT'S NOT CALCULATED IN THE NUMERATOR, 

EVEN THOUGH ALL OF THE PEOPLE IN SAN ANTONIO ARE 

COUNTED IN THE DENOMINATOR. AND ALSO THERE IS A 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TYPES OF INDUSTRY. WE HAVE 

A NUMBER OF HIGH-TECH INDUSTRIES THAT ARE VERY HIGH 

WATER USERS IN THEIR PROCESSES, AND THAT'S NOT TO 

SAY THAT THAT'S A BAD THING TO HAVE IN AUSTIN. THEY 

EMPLOY A NUMBER OF RESIDENTS AND BRING A LOT OF 

ECONOMIC BOON TO OUR ECONOMY.  

Kim: WELL, SINCE WE HAVE A LOT OF COMPANIES, EMPLOY A 

LOT OF PEOPLE WHO DEPEND ON WATER, A LOT OF WATER, 

THAT'S ANOTHER POINT OF NEEDING TO BE COGNIZANT OF 

THE WATER RATES ACROSS CITIES COMPARED TO AUSTIN. 

THANKS.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I THINK THIS CHART IS REALLY REVEALING TOO 

BECAUSE OF THE RESIDENTIAL COMPARISON. WE HAVE A 

LOWER PER CAPITA WATER USE THAN EL PASO, WHICH IS A 

COMMUNITY WITH ROCKS IN THEIR FRONT YARD INSTEAD OF 

GRASS AND WE HAVE LOWER WATER USES THAN DALLAS 

AND ALMOST THE SAME AS SAN ANTONIO. I DON'T WANT 

ROCKS IN MY FRONT YARD, MAYOR PRO TEM. [ LAUGHTER ] I 



FEEL VERY STRONGLY ABOUT THAT. [ LAUGHTER ]  

COUNCILMEMBER, THAT BRINGS UP A GOOD POINT AND 

ALSO IN COMPARING ANY NUMBERS FROM ONE COMMUNITY 

TO THE NEXT, THERE IS A LARGE UNCERTAINTY IN TERMS OF 

HOW THOSE NUMBERS ARE BEING REPORTED. IN THE CASE 

OF EL PASO, AS YOU SEE, THEY ARE REPORTING NO 

NUMBERS FOR COMMERCIAL. AND SO I THINK IT'S QUITE 

LIKELY THAT A GOOD CHUNK OF THAT RESIDENTIAL DEMAND 

IS ACTUAL COMMERCIAL DEMAND, SO I DON'T KNOW THAT I 

WOULD WANT TO CHARACTERIZE IT WE'RE SIGNIFICANTLY 

LOWER THAN EL PASO IN TERMS OF RESIDENTIAL. WE DON'T 

HAVE A GOOD HANDLE ON THAT. SO IT JUST BRINGS OUT 

PART OF THE DANGER IN MAKING A COMPARISON IN ONE 

COMMUNITY TO THE NEXT BECAUSE EACH COMMUNITY IS 

VERY DIFFERENT.  

McCracken: AND ALSO I CAN TELL YOU FROM EXPERIENCE, 

AS CAN THE CITY MANAGER SINCE WE BOTH HAVE FAMILY IN 

SAN ANTONIO, IS THAT A FACTOR IN SAN ANTONIO'S ANNUAL 

WATER USAGE IS SEVERAL TIMES A YEAR THEY RUN OUT OF 

WATER AND EVERYBODY IS BANNED FROM USING WATER 

AND SOMETIMES IT WILL LAST A FEW MONTHS, SOMETIMES 

JUST A FEW DAYS. BUT IN OTHER WORDS, THEIR NUMBERS 

ARE REFLECTING THEIR COMPLETE FAILURE TO PLAN FOR 

THE FUTURE. SO WHEN YOU SAY SAN ANTONIO HAS LOW 

PER CAPITA RESIDENTIAL WATER USE, IT'S BECAUSE THEY 

DIDN'T PLAN FOR THE FUTURE AND THEY HAVE TO SHUT 

DOWN THE SYSTEM FOR EXTENDED STRETCHES EVERY 

YEAR. ALTHOUGH I DON'T REALLY CONSIDER THAT THE 

GOAL TO WHICH WE ASPIRE TO SAY THAT WE WOULD SO 

COMPLETELY FAIL TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE THAT WE 

COULD THEN PAT OURSELVES ON THE BACK BY STAYING 

OUR FAILURE TO PLAN MEANS WE HAVE TO SHUT DOWN THE 

WATER SYSTEM FOR A LONG STRETCH AT A TIME. I DON'T 

THINK THAT SHOULD BE SOMETHING WE SHOULD BE TRYING 

TO ACHIEVE. SO MY CONCLUSION -- I'M IN THE SAME PLACE 

THAT JENNIFER IS, IS THAT WE NEED TO START AND START 

NOW WITH THE GREEN WATER TREATMENT PLANT BECAUSE 

ON THE BROADER ASSESSMENT OF THE RISK OF NOT 

HAVING WATER FROM BARTON SPRINGS, THAT ADDS 

ANOTHER ELEMENT OF RISK INTO IT ABOUT GOING WITH 

FOUR VERSUS THE NEW GREEN FIRST. AND SO IN TWO 



WEEKS WHEN WE GET THE REPORT ON -- I GUESS IN JULY 

WE GET THE REPORT ON THE SITE ACQUISITION, WE CAN 

ALSO LEARN EITHER IN TWO WEEKS OR AT THAT POINT 

WHETHER HAVING A 30-YEAR FINANCING STARTING IN 2008 

VERSUS 30 YEARS OF FINANCING STARTING IN '07, HOW 

MUCH DOLLAR SAVINGS WE HAVE THERE. I SUSPECT IT 

WON'T BE A TON, BUT WE'LL LEARN. BUT IN THE MEANTIME, I 

THINK WHAT WE HAVE -- THE INFORMATION THAT WE HAVE 

BEFORE US NOW, WE NEED TO MOVE FORWARD WITH 

GREEN FIRST.  

Mayor Wynn: I GUESS PERHAPS A PER CAPITA COMPARISON 

COULD BE DO THE MCCRACKEN'S IN SAN ANTONIO SMELL 

BETTER THAN THE MCCRACKENS IN AUSTIN?  

IT'S MY IN-LAWS AND DEFINITELY THE CASE THE BETTER 

SIDE.  

FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? SO AS IT --  

Mayor Wynn: SO AS IT STANDS NOW, THE RAW SCHEDULE IS 

FOR THERE TO BE SOME TYPE OF ANALYSIS AND/OR ACTION 

ITEM ON THE NEXT COUNCIL AGENDA, THE 22nd, 

SPECIFICALLY RELATED TO THE R.F.P. ON THE -- IN THE NEXT 

STEP OF ENGINEERING DESIGN ON THE NEW GREEN, 

CORRECT?  

THAT'S CORRECT, THE SELECTION OF THE ENGINEERING 

CONSULTANT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

Kim: ARE WE GOING TO DISCUSS ROCKS ON FRONT LAWNS 

IN DESIGN STANDARDS, ECONOMIC? COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN. YOU'RE GETTING CREATIVE THERE. [ 

LAUGHTER ]  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. THEN -- MAYOR PRO TEM?  

Thomas: I WAS JUST GOING TO TELL COUNCILMEMBER ELECT 

COLE TO BRING A GOING HEGOGGLEBECAUSE YOUR FIRST 

MEETING YOU WILL BE TALKING ABOUT WATER. [ LAUGHTER ] 



Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. COUNCIL, 

OBVIOUSLY WE'RE RUNNING WAY BEHIND, BUT I THINK WE 

CAN KNOCK OUT OUR 3:00 O'CLOCK ITEM QUICKLY. WITHOUT 

OBJECTION, WE WILL RECESS THIS MEETING OF THE AUSTIN 

CITY COUNCIL, CALL TO RECORD, THERE BEING A QUORUM 

PRESENT, THIS MEETING OF THE AUSTIN HOUSING FINANCE 

CORPORATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AND 

WELCOME MR. PAUL HILGERS.  

THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I AM PAUL HILGERS AND I'M 

HERE TO BRING SEVERAL ITEMS BEFORE YOU WITH THE 

AUSTIN HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION. AHFC ITEM 

NUMBER 1 IS TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 6TH, 

2006 BOARD MEETING OF THE AUSTIN HOUSING FINANCE 

CORPORATION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS OF STAFF, BOARD 

MEMBERS? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE. 

MOTION MADE BY BOARD MEMBER ALVAREZ, SECONDED BY 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR, PLEASE SAY 

AYE?  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SIX 

TO ZERO WITH BOARD MEMBER LEFFINGWELL TEMPORARILY 

OFF THE DAIS.  

THANK YOU. AHFC ITEM NUMBER 2 IS TO APPROVE A 

RESOLUTION -- THIS RESOLUTION IS A COMPANION ITEM 

THAT WAS PASSED ON CONSENT, NUMBER 16 THIS MORNING 

ON YOUR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA, AMENDING THE AUSTIN 

HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION'S FISCAL YEAR 2005 AND 

2006 BUDGET, AND AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF AUSTIN. THIS 

ACTION ESSENTIALLY REQUESTS THE AUTHORITY TO SPEND 

1.3 MILLION, $656 IN REALIZED FUNDS THAT HAVE BEEN 

GENERATED AS PROGRAM INCOME SO WE WILL HAVE 

ACCESS TO THOSE FUNDS AND USE THOSE TO CONTINUE TO 

INVEST IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING. AND IF THERE ARE ANY 

QUESTIONS I'LL BE GLAD TO ANSWER WHERE THE FUNDS 

ARE GOING TO BE USED, BUT THIS IS JUST A BUDGET 

AMENDMENT, ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS THAT IS 



NECESSARY FOR US TO HAVE ACCESS TO FUNDS THAT 

HAVE BEEN GENERATED FROM OUR PROGRAMS THIS PAST 

YEAR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. HILGERS. QUESTIONS OF 

STAFF, BOARD? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION. MOTION 

MADE BY BOARD MEMBER ALVAREZ, SECONDED BY BOARD 

MEMBER DUNKERLEY TO APPROVE AHFC ITEM NUMBER 2 AS 

PRESENTED BY STAFF. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING 

NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES AGAIN ON A VOTE 

OF SIX TO ZERO.  

THANK YOU. NOW THE TUN STUFF, AHFC NUMBER 3 IS TO 

APPROVE THE NEGOTIATION AND EXECUTION OF A LOAN TO 

FOUNDATIONS COMMUNITIES, INCORPORATED OR ITS 

AFFILIATE, UNDER OUR RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,118,309 IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE FEDERAL REGULATIONS TO 

ACQUIRE PROPERTY FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE RAMADA 

INN LOCATED AT 1212 WEST BEN WHITE BOULEVARD TO 

TURN INTO SUPPORTIVE RENTAL HOUSING FACILITY FOR 

HOMELESS AND LOW INCOME INDIVIDUALS. THIS BOARD 

APPROVAL WILL ENABLE STAFF TO ISSUE A COMMITMENT OF 

FUNDING, WHICH WOULD BE SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AND 

APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND FUND RELEASE 

ENVIRONMENTS, WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR THE PROJECT 

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR APPROVAL OF LOW INCOME HOUSING 

TAX CREDITS BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. THIS DEVELOPMENT, CALLED SKYLINE 

TERRACE, WHICH IS THE THIRD IN THE SERIES OF TERRACE 

DEVELOPMENTS BY FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES. FIRST 

GARDEN TERRACE, THEN SPRING TERRACE, NOW SKYLINE 

TERRACE, WILL SERVE PERSONS WITH YEARLY INCOMES 

NOT TO EXCEED 50% OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOMES, WHICH 

FOR ONE PERSON HOUSEHOLD IS $24,900 AT RENTS OF 

APPROXIMATELY $320 A MONTH OR NOT TO EXCEED 30% OF 

THE RESIDENTS' MONTHLY INCOME. IT'S ANTICIPATED THAT 

MOST RESIDENTS WILL HAVE YEARLY INCOMES OF NO MORE 

THAN 30% OF MULTI-FAMILY INCOME, WHICH IS $14,950 A 



YEAR FOR A ONE-PERSON HOUSEHOLD. FOUNDATIONS 

COMMUNITIES IS PARTNERING WITH CARITAS OF AUSTIN TO 

OBTAIN RENT SUBSIDIES FOR AT LEAST 30 OF THE 100 

UNITS. THE CURRENT HOTEL PROPERTY IS SIX STORIES, 

78,000 SQUARE FEET, BUT 78,000 SQUARE FOOT STRUCTURE 

BUILT IN 1986 AND COMPRISED OF 100 UNITS THAT MEASURE 

FROM 250 TO 400 SQUARE FEET IN SIZE. THE UNITS INCLUDE 

A KITCHEN ET, CATH ROOM, LIVING AND SLEEPING AREA AND 

FOLLOWING THE CONVERSION OF FACILITY WILL INCLUDE A 

LOUNGE AREA, COMPUTER LAB, COMMUNITY ROOM, 

LAUNDRY AND COMMUNITY KITCHEN. AT LEAST 10 UNITS 

WILL BE ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH MOBILITY 

DISABILITIES AND TWO UNITS WILL BE ACCESSIBLE FOR 

PERSONS WITH SIGHT AND HEARING DISABILITIES. AND OF 

COURSE THE PROJECT WILL BE DEVELOPED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SMART HOUSING STANDARDS. WE ARE 

PROUD TO BRING THIS ITEM TO YOU. WE'VE LONG HAD A 

PARTNERSHIP WITH FOUNDATIONS COMMUNITIES. WALTER 

IS HERE IF Y'ALL WOULD LIKE TO ASK THEM ANY QUESTIONS. 

WE BELIEVE THAT WE BELIEVE IN FOUNDATIONS 

COMMUNITIES AS A STAFF. WE BELIEVE IN THEIR 

PHILOSOPHY AND THEY BELIEVE IN OUR PHILOSOPHY OF 

THE CONTINUUM OF HOUSING AND PROVIDING SUPPORTIVE 

HOUSING AND WE THINK THAT THE ADDITION IF WE'RE 

SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING THESE BONDS, WE THINK THAT 

THIS ADDITION WILL BE ANOTHER MAJOR COMPONENT OF 

OUR STRATEGY TO DEAL WITH PROVIDING LOW INCOME 

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES TO VERY LOW INCOME FAMILIES. 

AND SO JUST ONE MORE PIECE OF INFORMATION. IT WILL BE 

PROVIDED AS A DEFERRED PAYMENT FORGIVABLE LOAN AT 

ZERO PERCENT INTEREST FOR 30 YEARS. AND THE 

REPAYMENT OF A LOAN WILL BE DEFERRED ON A YEARLY 

BASIS WITH PRINCIPAL AND GREAT FORGIVEN AT THE END 

OF THE LOAN SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH LOAN 

AGREEMENT, WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH THE OTHER 

AGREEMENTS THAT WE HAVE WITH FOUNDATIONS 

COMMUNITY. SO IF THERE ARE ANY QUESTIONS, I'D BE GLAD 

TO ANSWER THEM. JUST ONE MORE POINT THAT I WOULD 

MAKE IF I COULD, AND THAT IS THAT THE TOTAL FUNDS FOR 

THIS DEVELOPMENT AS IT'S PLANNED AND PROPOSED AT 

THIS POINT ARE $8,065,000, SO OUR MONEY AGAIN WOULD 

BE LEVERAGING EIGHT MILLION. THE $1.1 MILLION WE HAD 



WOULD BE USED TO LEVERAGE EIGHT MILLION DOLLARS IN 

FUNDING FOR THIS DEVELOPMENT. SO WE ARE GLAD TO 

RECOMMEND THIS TO YOU FOR YOUR APPROVAL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. HILGERS. QUESTIONS OF 

STAFF, BOARD? OR OF MR. MEASURE MORROW? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: COUNCIL, YOU WILL RECALL THAT THE ZONING ITEM 

THAT CAME FORWARD SEVERAL MONTHS OR SIX WEEKS 

AGO FOR THE ZONING OF THIS PARTICULAR TRACT, AND I 

SAID A LOT OF NICE THINGS ABOUT FOUNDATION 

COMMUNITIES THEN, SO I WON'T REPEAT ALL OF THOSE, BUT 

AS MR. HILGERS MENTIONED, THIS IS THE THIRD SORT OF 

SUCH PARTNERSHIP WITH THEM, AND IF I'M NOT MISTAKEN, 

THIS MIGHT BE A LOWER AMOUNT OF INVESTMENT THAN 

THE OTHER --  

A LITTLE BIT.  

Alvarez: THAN THE OTHER PROJECTS. I'M NOT SURE IF THAT'S 

TRUE.  

YES, SIR, THAT IS TRUE. THAT'S CORRECT. YOU'RE 

CORRECT.  

Alvarez: BUT THIS IS THE LARGER OF THE THREE, IF I'M NOT 

MISTAKEN.  

YOU'RE CORRECT.  

Alvarez: SO I THINK THERE'S JUST -- THIS SHOWS THE 

DEGREE OF LEVERAGE THAT IS HAPPENING HERE, AND FOR 

WHAT ENDS UP BEING OUR LEAST INVESTMENT IN THIS 

THREE PARTNERSHIPS, WE'RE GOING TO GET -- THE THE 

COMMUNITY I SHOULD SAY IS GOING TO SEE A WHOLE LOT 

OF BENEFIT. AND SO I CAN'T THANK FOUNDATION 

COMMUNITIES ENOUGH. THIS IS EXCITING TO SEE ALL THREE 

OF THESE PROJECTS AT VARIOUS STAGES OF 

DEVELOPMENT, BUT IT'S CLEAR BASED ON THE RESULTS OF 

GARDEN TERRACE THAT THIS IS A GOOD APPROACH. I WANT 

TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO KEEP FINDING NEW WAYS TO 

SERVE THE NEEDS OF THIS PARTICULAR SEGMENT OF OUR 



POPULATION. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, BOARD MEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A 

MOTION ON THIS ITEM NUMBER 3, THE LOAN TO 

FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES AS OUTLINED BY STAFF. 

MOTION BY BOARD MEMBER KIM, SECONDED BY BOARD 

MEMBER DUNKERLEY AS PRESENTED. ANY COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SIX 

TO ZERO.  

THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. AHFC ITEM NUMBER 4 IS 

ANOTHER PARTNERSHIP WITH ANOTHER ONE OF OUR LONG-

STANDING PARTNERS IN THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ARENA, 

GUADALUPE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. AND WITH THIS 

ITEM WE ARE ASKING YOU TO APPROVE THE NEGOTIATION 

AND EXECUTION OF A LOAN TO THE GUADALUPE 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION OR ITS AFFILIATE UNDER THE 

RENTAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

AGAIN IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $500,000 TO ASSIST IN 

THE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF A 22 UNIT 

RENTAL HOUSING FACILITY FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES. 

APPROVAL WILL ENABLE STAFF TO ISSUE A COMMITMENT OF 

FUNDING SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AND APPLICABLE REVIEW 

AND FUND LEASE REQUIREMENTS WHICH IS NECESSARY 

FOR THE PROJECT TO BE NECESSARY FOR APPROVAL OF 

LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDITS BY THE TEXAS 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. 

SHOULD WE BE SUCCESSFUL IN RECEIVING THOSE TAX 

CREDITS, THEN THIS WOULD BE A 22-UNIT FACILITY WHICH 

INCLUDES SIX ONE-BEDROOM, ONE BATH UNITS, EIGHT TWO-

BEDROOM, ONE BATH UNITS AND EIGHT THREE-BEDROOM, 

TWO BATH UNITS. ALL WILL SERVE FAMILIES NOT TO EXCEED 

60% OF AUSTIN'S MEDIAN INCOME, OF WHICH 18 IEWNGTS 

WILL SERVE FAMILIES WITH INCOMES NOT TO EXCEED 50% 

OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME. FOR A FAMILY OF FOUR THAT'S 

$23,350. MONTHLY RENTS WILL RANGE FROM 306 TO $350 

FOR ONE BEDROOM UNITS. 450 TO 475 FOR TWO BEDROOM 

UNITS, 550 TO 575 FOR THREE-BEDROOM UNITS. TENANT 



RENTS PLUS UTILITIES WILL NOT EXCEED MONTHLY 30% OF 

MONTHLY INCOMES. THREE UNITS WILL BE ACCESSIBLE FOR 

PERSONS WITH MOBILITY DISABILITIES AND ONE UNIT WILL 

BE ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH HEARING AND VISION 

DISABILITIES. AND THE PROJECT WILL BE DEVELOPED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SMART HOUSING STANDARDS. IT WILL 

INCLUDE A PARKING GARAGE, ELEVATOR FOR ACCESS TO 

UPPER FLOORS AND NUMEROUS OTHER AMENITIES 

INCLUDING A WASHER ANDWASHER AND DRYER IN COMMON 

AREAS. IT IS ONE OF OUR OLDEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 

AND LONG-STANDING COMMUNITY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

ORGANIZATIONS AND SINCE 1981 THEY HAVE DEVELOPED 

126 UNITS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING INCLUDING 43 UNITS 

OF RENTAL HOUSING THAT THEY CURRENTLY OWN AND 

OPERATE. THIS DEVELOPMENT IS PROPOSED TO HAVE A 

TOTAL INVESTMENT OF $3,999,000, OF WHICH WE ARE 

LEVERAGING OUR $500,000 WITH. FUNDING FOR THE 

PROJECT OF COURSE AS I SAID IS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 

RHDA PROJECT. MARK ROGERS, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OF THE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, IS HERE IF ANYBODY 

HAS ANY QUESTIONS. AGAIN, WE ARE EXCITED ABOUT THIS 

NEW VENTURE, A LITTLE BIT OF GOING INTO A MULTI-FAMILY 

PROPERTY. GNDC HAS EXCEEDED -- IS STRETCHING ITSELF 

INTO THIS RENTAL OPPORTUNITY. THEY'VE DONE SINGLE-

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT IN THE PAST AND NOW THEY'RE 

GOING INTO THIS RENTAL UNIT AND WE'RE EXCITED ABOUT 

THIS OPPORTUNITY, WHICH IS TO NEEDED IN THE AREA. SO 

WE ARE PROUD TO BRING THIS FORWARD FOR YOUR 

APPROVAL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. HILGERS. QUESTIONS OF 

STAFF, COUNCIL OR BOARD, OR OF MR. ROGERS? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I JUST WANT TO CONGRATULATE THEM ON GETTING 

TO THIS POINT. I KNOW THEY'VE TALKED ABOUT THIS 

PROJECT FOR A GOOD WHILE AND I'M EXCITED THAT WE'RE 

ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN SOME WAY AS THEY VENTURE OUT 

INTO THIS -- IN THIS NEW DIRECTION, BUT THEY HAVE VERY 

SUCCESSFUL TRACK RECORD. I'M CERTAIN THEY WILL 

SUCCEED IN THIS AS WELL. Y'ALL KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK. 

WITH THAT, MAYOR, I'LL MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE 



ITEM.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY BOARD MEMBER ALVAREZ TO 

APPROVE ITEM NUMBER 4 AS PRESENTED BY STAFF. 

SECONDED BY THE VICE-PRESIDENT. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO.  

AND FINALLY, MR. PRESIDENT, AHFC ITEM NUMBER 5 IS TO 

APPROVE THE NEGOTIATION AND EXECUTION OF A LOAN TO 

CAMPBELL LOAN AND ASSOCIATES OR AFFILIATES IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $378,000 TO ASSIST IN THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER MONT PLACE APARTMENTS, A 

MIXED INCOME, RENTAL HOUSING FACILITY FOR LOW 

INCOME FAMILIES AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF EAST 

RIVERSIDE DRIVE AND MONTOPOLIS DRIVE. APPROVAL WILL 

ENABLE STAFF TO ISSUE A COMMITMENT OF FUNDING 

SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AND APPLICABLE REVIEW AND FUND 

LEASE REQUIREMENTS WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR THE 

PROJECT TO BE AVAILABLE FOR APPROVAL. IF SUCCESSFUL 

IN RECEIVING THE TAX CREDITS, THIS 126 UNITS WOULD 

INCLUDE SIX MARKET RATE UNITS AND 120 MARKET RATE 

UNITS FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES WITH YEARLY INCOMES 

NOT TO EXCEED 50% OF AUSTIN'S MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME. 

OF THE UNITS, 46 WILL SERVE FAMILIES WITH YEARLY 

INCOMES NOT TO EXCEED 40% OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME 

AND FOUR UNITS WITH YEARLY INCOME TO THE TO EXCEED 

30% OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME. THE UNITS WOULD BE 

COMPRISED OF 36 ONE BEDROOM, ONE BATH UNITS. 68 TWO 

BEDROOM, ONE BATH UNITS. TWO TWO BEDROOM, TWO 

BATH LIVE-WORK UNITS AND 20, THREE-BEDROOM, TWO 

BATH UNITS. THEY HAVE HAVE COMMUTER ACCESS TO 

RESIDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS IN THE AREA AS WELL AS 

BEING USED FOR AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS OPERATED BY 

THE YMCA. TWO RESIDENTIAL UNITS DESIGNED AS STUDIO 

APARTMENTS WILL INCLUDE GROUND LEVEL FLOOR SPACE 

FOR POTENTIAL RETAIL USE AND THE PROJECT WILL 

INCLUDE SMART AUSTIN HOUSING FINANCE 

CORPORATIONING STANDARDS. YOU WILL RECALL WE DID A 



RIBBON CUTTING ON VILLAS ON SIXTH STREET AND WE HAVE 

FORT BRANCH LANDING, WHICH ARE TWO PROPERTIES THAT 

WE HAVE HAD PARTNERSHIPS WITH. WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH 

THE WAY THEY CONSTRUCT PROPERTIES, HIGH QUALITY 

CONSTRUCTION. THIS PARTICULAR PROPERTY, BECAUSE 

IT'S -- IT'S AGAIN DEFER RAJING DOLLARS, THIS ONE IS A 

12,800,000-DOLLAR PROPERTY. AND SO THAT'S A LOT OF 

LEVERAGING. SO WITH THAT WE WOULD AGAIN RECOMMEND 

THIS PROGRAM AND THIS PROJECT FOR YOUR APPROVAL. 

AND TERRY CAMPBELL WITH CAMPBELL, HOGUE AND 

ASSOCIATES IS HERE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. ANY QUESTIONS OF MR. HILGERS 

OR OF MR. CAMPBELL, BOARD? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A 

MOTION ON THIS AHFC ITEM NUMBER 5, 378,000-DOLLAR 

LOAN TO CAMPBELL HOGUE. >>  

Alvarez: I MOVE APPROVAL, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY BOARD MEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY THE VICE-PRESIDENT TO APPROVE AHFC 

ITEM NUMBER 5 AS PRESENTED BY STAFF. FURTHER 

COMMENTS?  

Alvarez: I DON'T MEAN TO HOG THE AGENDA HERE, BUT 

AGAIN ANOTHER GREAT PARTNER WITH THE CITY ON THESE 

MIXED INCOME PROJECTS, HOUSING PROJECTS, AND AS MR. 

HILGERS MENTIONED, WE HAD THE RIBBON CUTTING THERE 

ON VILLAS ON SIXTH. IT'S AN INCREDIBLE PROJECT AND 

HOPEFULLY IF WE CAN GET TO HALFWAY -- 50 PERCENT OF 

WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH HERE, WE'LL BE DOING REAL GOOD 

ON THIS ONE AS WELL. BUT I WANT TO THANK THEM AGAIN 

FOR CONTINUING TO BE CREATIVE ABOUT HELPING US MEET 

OUR HOUSING NEEDS. THANK YOU, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. FURTHER COMMENTS, 

QUESTIONS?�� AGAIN, WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND 

ON THE TABLE TO APPROVE THIS ITEM NUMBER 5. HEARING 

NO FURTHER COMMENTS, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR, PLEASE SAY 

AYE.  

AYE.  



Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT'S ALL THE 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION 

TODAY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. THERE BEING NO MORE BUSINESS 

BEFORE THIS BOARD, WE NOW STAND ADJOURNED. AT THIS 

TIME I'LL CALL BACK TO ORDER THIS MEETING OF THE 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL, WHICH NOW TAKES US A FEW 

MINUTES LATE TO OUR ZONING HEARINGS AND APPROVAL 

OF ORDINANCES AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS, AND WE'LL 

WELCOME MR. GREG GUERNSEY.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. LET ME GO THROUGH 

THE 4:00 O'CLOCK ZONING HEARINGS AND APPROVAL OF 

ORDINANCES AND COVENANT ITEMS. OUR FIRST CONSENT 

ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 87, THIS IS CASE C-14-05-0190 AT 515 

WEST 15TH STREET. THIS IS TO APPROVE THIRD READING OF 

AN ORDINANCE REZONING PROPERTY FROM GENERAL 

OFFICE DISTRICT ZONING TO CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT-

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. AND 

THIS ITEM -- THE PUBLIC HEARING IS CLOSED. IT IS READY 

FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. THAT'S 

THE ONLY ITEM WE HAVE UNDER PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

THAT ARE CLOSED. IT'S ITEM NUMBER 87 FOR CONSENT 

APPROVAL ON THREE READINGS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. QUESTIONS OF 

STAFF, COUNCIL? AGAIN, THE RECOMMENDATION IS TO 

APPROVE ON THIRD READING THIS ITEM NUMBER 87. WE'VE 

ALREADY CONDUCTED THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 

APPROVED IT ON FIRST AND SECOND READING. QUESTIONS, 

COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY. >>IF NOT, I'LL 

ENTERTAIN AMOTION. MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

TO APPROVE THIS ITEM NUMBER 87 AS PRESENTED. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  



Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON THIRD READING 

ON A VOTE OF SEVEN TO ZERO.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. LET ME GO ON THEN TO 

THE PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS. EARLIER THIS MORNING YOU 

NOTED THE COUNCIL'S INTENT TO POSTPONE ITEMS THAT 

ARE NOT READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS ON CONSENT 

APPROVAL, AND SO I'LL NOTE THOSE, AND AS I GO THROUGH 

THE AGENDA AS A POSTPONEMENT TO YOUR NEXT 

MEETING, UNLESS THERE'S AN ITEM THAT THE COUNCIL 

SPECIFICALLY WOULD LIKE TO PULL.  

Dunkerley: MAYOR, COULD I CLARIFY THAT. THE 

CONSIDERATION WAS TO POSTPONE ALL OF THE ZONING 

CASES THAT REQUIRE DISCUSSION THAT ARE NOT READY 

FOR ALL THREE READINGS. IS THAT WHAT YOU SAID BACK 

TO ME?  

YES. THOSE ITEMS THAT ARE FOR CONSENT APPROVAL FOR 

FIRST READING OR CONSENT APPROVAL FOR THREE 

READINGS, AND THOSE ITEMS THAT ARE DISCUSSION THAT 

ARE ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING ONLY WOULD BE 

POSTPONED UNTIL YOUR NEXT MEETING UNLESS I NOTE 

OTHERWISE.  

Mayor Wynn: I THINK WHAT COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY IS 

POINTING OUT IS I THINK THAT COUNCIL IS PREPARED TO 

HAVE DISCUSSION ITEMS AND EVEN IF WE HAVE A 

CONTENTIOUS CASE, IF STAFF BELIEVES THEY HAVE THE 

DOCUMENTATION LIKELY READY TO POTENTIALLY APPROVE 

ON ALL THREE READINGS. AND THE THOUGHT BEING I THINK 

WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO AVOID IS TO CONDUCT PUBLIC 

HEARINGS -- HAVE THE ACTUAL TECHNICALITIES OF THE 

ZONING CASE PRESENTED BEFORE THIS COUNCIL WITH 

STAFF ALREADY KNOWING THAT STAFF ISN'T READY, THE 

DOCUMENTATION WOULDN'TWOULDN'T BE READY FOR 

THREE READINGS ANYWAY, ONLY TO HAVE A SLIGHTLY 

DIFFERENT COUNCIL IN TWO WEEKS HAVE TO THEN VOTE IN 

THEORY ON SECOND AND THIRD THEORY WITH TWO 

MEMBERS HAVING HAD THE ABILITY TO SEE THE WITNESS 

OF THE TESTIMONY AND/OR THE PRESENTATION OF THE 

SITE ITSELF.  



VERY GOOD. LET ME THEN CONTINUE. ITEM NUMBER 88 IS 

CASE NPA-06-0006.010. THIS IS AN AMENDMENT OF THE OLD 

AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN, AN ELEMENT OF THE AUSTIN 

COMPREHENSIVE TOMORROW PLAN TO PROVIDE SOME 

TEXT RELATED TO THIS DOCUMENT. THE AMENDMENT 

WOULD ALLOW MINOR CHANGES IN THE BASE DISTRICT 

ZONING BOUNDARIES FOR PROPERTIES THAT HAVE FROJZ 

BOTH ON WEST LYNN AND EASOON STREET. IN ORDER TO 

PRESERVE THE SINGLE-FAMILY CHARACTERISTIC OF EASON. 

IT'S READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 89 IS A RELATED ITEM, CASE C-14-

05-0024 AT 1101 WEST LYNN. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST 

FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

MIXED USE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY, NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION'S 

RECOMMENDATION IS TO GRANT THE CS-CO-MU-CO ZONING 

AND IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 90 IS CASE C-14-06-0002 FOR THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT ANYWAY 15 TO 9817 ANDERSON 

MILL ROAD. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM SINGLE-

FAMILY RESIDENCE LARGE LOT TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDED TO GRANT APPROVAL OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

ZONING, AND THIS IS READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS. 

ITEM NUMBER 91 IS CASE C-14-06-0005. THIS APPLICATION 

HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN AND NO ACTION IS REQUIRED ON 

ITEM NUMBER 91. ITEM NUMBER 92 IS CASE C-14--06-0056, OR 

J AND J AUTO REPAIR LOCATED AT 12621 RESEARCH 

BOULEVARD. A REQUEST FROM SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

STANDARD LOT TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT COMMUNITY 

COMMERCIAL-CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING, AND THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON 

ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 93 IS CASE C-14-06-

0058, THE LIFE CENTER PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6130 U.S. 

HIGHWAY 290 WEST. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM 

DEVELOPMENT RESERVE OR DR DISTRICT ZONING TO 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY DISTRICT 



ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

WAS TO GRANT THE GR-CO ZONING AND THIS IS READY FOR 

CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM 

NUMBER 94 IS CASE C-14-06-0067, THE NATURAL GARDENER, 

AT 8634 OLD BEE CAVES ROAD. THIS IS A REZONING 

REQUEST FROM RURAL RESIDENTIAL OR RR DISTRICT 

ZONING TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT THE CS-CO 

ZONING. AND THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON 

ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 95 IS CASE C-14-06-

0057 FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4605 MANOR ROAD. 

THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE 

DISTRICT ZONING TO COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL MIXED USE 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION IS TO GRANT 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL MIXED USE CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING. THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON FIRST 

READING. THE NEXT ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 96, C-14-05-0164 

FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED ON HIGHWAY 290 EAST, 

WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY 360 FEET FROM ITS 

INTERSECTION WITH SPRINGDALE ROAD. THIS REZONING 

REQUEST, THE STAFF IS REQUESTING A POSTPONEMENT TO 

JUNE 22nd. THERE ARE ISSUES BEING WORKED OUT WITH 

THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ON THIS 

ITEM, AND THAT'S THE REASON FOR THE POSTPONEMENT 

REQUEST. ITEM NUMBER 97 IS CASE C 814-98-0001.02, TIME 

LIFE FITNESS FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7101 SOUTH 

MOPAC EXPRESSWAY BOULEVARD. THIS IS A REQUEST 

FROM PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT TO PUD DISTRICT 

ZONING IN ORDER TO CHANGE A CONDITION. THIS 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN THE BARTON SPRINGS ZONE AND 

HAS BEEN PROPOSED FOR A ZONING CHANGE THAT WILLD 

FOR MOD FI THE CONDITIONS OF THE ZONING AND ALSO 

MODIFY THE APPLICATION OF 25-8, ARTICLE 12 OF THE SAVE 

OUR SPRINGS ORDINANCE INITIATIVE. THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION IS TO GRANT 

THE PUD DISTRICT ZONING WITH CONDITIONS. THIS IS 

READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON FIRST READING ONLY. 

ITEM NUMBER 98 IS CASE C-14-06-0062, MALICOAT FOR THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4315 GILLIS STREET. THIS IS A 



REZONING FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT ZONING TO 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL MIXED USE COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION IS TO GRANT LIMITED OFFICE MIXED USE 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THIS 

IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 99 IS IT CASE C-14-06-0088, THE 

ECHELON THREE PROPERTY. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST 

FROM LIMITED OFFICE OR LO DISTRICT ZONING, AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL, LR DISTRICT ZONING, TO 

GENERAL OFFICE OR G.O. DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO 

GRANT GENERAL OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING, AND THIS IS READY FOR 

CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM 

NUMBER 100 IS CASE C-14-06-0089, ECHELON 4. THIS IS THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 9444 RESEARCH BOULEVARD. THIS 

IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM LIMITED OFFICE DISTRICT 

ZONING TO GENERAL OFFICE DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO 

GRANT GENERAL OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING AND THIS IS READY FOR 

CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM 

NUMBER 101 IS CASE C-14-01-0029, AND THEN IN 

PARENTHESIS, RCT FOR THE PROPERTY AT FIFTH AND 

CONGRESS. THIS IS A RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 

TERMINATION FOR THE PROPERTY AT 501-515 CONGRESS 

AVENUE. THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION IS 

TO APPROVE THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT TERMINATION. 

ITEM NUMBER 102 IS CASE C-14-OF-0069, THE FIFTH AND 

CONGRESS PROPERTY LOCALLY KNOWN AS 120 EAST FIFTH 

STREET. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM CENTRAL 

BUSINESS DISTRICT TO CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 

CENTRAL URBAN REDEVELOPMENT COMBINED DISTRICT 

ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION IS 

TO GRANT THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, CENTRAL 

URBAN REDEVELOPMENT COMBINING DISTRICT. THIS IS 

READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. 

ITEM 103 IS CASE C-14-06-0071, AGAIN FOR THE PROPERTY 

AT FIFTH AND CONGRESS. THIS IS FOR RESERVING OF A 

SPECIFIC PROPERTY AT 501 CONGRESS AVENUE FROM 

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, CENTRAL URBAN 



REDEVELOPMENT COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING TO 

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT CENTRAL URBAN 

REDEVELOPMENT COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING IN ORDER 

TO CHANGE A CONDITION OF ZONING. THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION RESMTION WAS TO GRANT THE CENTRAL 

BUSINESS DISTRICT CENTRAL REDEVELOPMENT COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING WITH CONDITIONS AND THIS IS READY FOR 

CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM 104 IS 

CASE C-14-06-0060 FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6701 

JESTER BOULEVARD NORTH OF 2222 FOR THE REZONING 

FROM DR OR DEVELOPMENT RESERVE AND SINGLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENCE, SF-1 DISTRICT ZONING TO SINGLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENCE LARGE LOT SF-1 DISTRICT ZONING. THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS FOR 

GRANT THE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE LARGE LOT. AND 

THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 1505 IS CASE C-14-H-06-0015, THE 

HERBLIN SHOE HOUSE FOR THE PROPERTY AT 712 WEST 

16TH STREET REZONING FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

ZONING TO FAMILY RESIDENCE HISTORIC COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT SF-3 H ZONING AND THIS 

IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE 

READINGS. ITEM 106 IS CASE C-14-OF-0083, AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING 841220-G FOR THE PROPERTY AT 98 SAN 

JACINTO. THIS IS GOING TO REZONE THE PROPERTY AND 

DELETE A PORTION OF A CONDITION OF THE ZONING SITE 

PLAN FOR THIS SAME PROPERTY. THE REZONING REQUEST 

IS FROM CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT ZONING TO CENTRAL 

BUSINESS DISTRICT ZONING IN ORDER TO CHANGE A 

CONDITION. AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION IS TO GRANT THE CBD DISTRICT ZONING. 

THIS IS READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 

107, THIS IS CASE C-14-06-0018 FOR THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 6203 BRK MAN DRIVE. THIS IS A REZONING 

REQUEST THAT STAFF IS RECOMMENDING POSTPONEMENT 

OF THIS CASE BECAUSE THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL 

REVIEW THIS ITEM AT THEIR HEARING ON JUNE 13TH. STAFF 

RECOMMENDS IT BE POSTPONED TO THE 6-22 AGENDA. > 

ITEM NUMBER 108 IS CASE C-14-06-0023, THE MARKS 4 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2301 RIVERSIDE DRIVE. A REZONING 



REQUEST FROM SF-3 TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL OR 

LR DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL 

REVIEW THIS REZONING REQUEST ON JUNE 13TH, 

THEREFORE STAFF IS RECOMMENDING POSTPONEMENT OF 

THIS ITEM TO THE 6-22 MEETING. ITEM 109 IS CASE C-14-06-

0065 FOR THE PROPERTIES AT 2923 AND 2933 PECAN 

SPRINGS ROAD. THIS IS A VOANING REQUEST FROM SINGLE-

FAMILY RESIDENCE STANDARD LOT NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

ZONING TO FAMILY RESIDENCE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

WILL HEAR THIS CASE ON THEIR JUNE 13 13TH MEETING AND 

STAFF IS RECOMMENDING POSTPONEMENT OF THIS ITEM TO 

THE 6-22 AGENDA. THE NEXT ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 110. THIS 

IS THE EAST 12TH STREET NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION 

COMBINING DISTRICT FOR THE PROPERTIES THAT ARE 

ALONG EAST 12TH STREET BETWEEN I-35 GOING EAST TO 

POQUITO. STAFF IS RECOMMENDING A POSTPONEMENT OF 

THESE ITEMS TO THE OCTOBER 19TH MEETING. THIS IS TO 

ALLOW SOME AMENDMENTS TO THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN 

THAT THE COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDERS IN THIS AREA 

HAVE MADE SUGGESTIONS TO CHANGE. SO THIS COULD BE 

TAKEN UP WITH THOSE URBAN RENEWAL ITEMS LATER THIS 

YEAR. THESE PROPERTIES INCLUDE UNDER THE EAST 12TH 

STREET NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION COMBINING 

DISTRICT AREA ARE CASES C-14-06-0033, WHICH IS TRACT 1. 

C-14-06-0034, WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 2. CASE C-14-06-

0035, WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 3. CASE C-14-06-0035, 

WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 4. C-14-06-0037, WHICH IS TRACT 

V. CASE C-14-06-0038, WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 6. CASE C-

14-06-00 THRIENL, WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 7. CASE C-14-

06-0040, WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 8. CASE C-14-06-0043, 

WHICH IS KNOWN AS TRACT 10. CASE C-14-06-0044, WHICH IS 

KNOWN AS TRACT 11. CASE C-14-06-45, TRACT 12. CASE C-14-

06-46, TRACT 13. CASE C-14-06-0047, TRACT 14. CASE C-14-06-

0048, TRACT 15. CASE C-14-06-0049, TRACT 16. CASE C-14-06-

0050, TRACT 17. AND CASE C-14-06-0051, WHICH IS KNOWN AS 

TRACT 18. THE NEXT ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 111. THIS IS A 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN NUMBER NP-05-0021. THIS IS AN 

AMENDMENT TO THE AUSTIN TOMORROW COMPREHENSIVE 

PLAN BY ADOPTING THE EAST RIVERSIDE OLTORF 

COMBINED NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN. THIS IS TO BE REVIEWED 

BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON JUNE 13TH; HOWEVER, 



STAFF IS RECOMMENDING A POSTPONEMENT OF THIS ITEM 

AND THREE RELATED ITEMS THAT I'LL READ LATER INTO THE 

RECORD TO AUGUST 10th. ITEM NUMBER 112 IS CASE C-14-

04-0030, THE TIME INSURANCE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1405 

AND 1415 EAST RIVERSIDE DRIVE. THIS IS A REZONING 

REQUEST FROM LIMITED OFFICE OR LO DISTRICT ZONING 

AND FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT ZONING TO COMMUNITY 

COMMERCIAL MIXED USE COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING OR 

GR-MU ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDED DENIAL OF THIS COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 

MIXED USE COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. STAFF 

UNDERSTANDS THAT THERE MAY BE A DESIRE BY COUNCIL 

TO SEND THIS ITEM BACK FOR REVIEW BY THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION. THE APPLICANT HAS FILED A REZONING 

REQUEST ON THE PROPERTY THAT ADJOINS THIS PROPERTY 

ALONG ITS WESTERN BORDER THAT GOES ALONG I-35. THIS 

WOULD ALLOW THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO NOT ONLY 

CONSIDER THIS PIECE OF PROPERTY, BUT ALSO THE OTHER 

CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY AT THE SAME TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER?  

Dunkerley: I WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE THAT. IN FACT, 

EVERY TIME THIS PARTICULAR TRACT COMES UP, PEOPLE 

CONTINUE TO MENTION THE ADJOINING TRACTS. AND 

PERHAPS IF IT GOES BACK TO PLANNING COMMISSION, THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND THE OWNER CAN PERHAPS COME UP 

WITH SOME DESIGN OR SOME USES THAT ARE ACCEPTABLE 

TO BOTH ONCE THEY CONSIDER THE WHOLE CONTIGUOUS 

PIECE OF LAND. SO I WOULD APPRECIATE THAT.  

THEN WE WILL SEND THIS WITH THE CONSENT APPROVAL TO 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR THEIR ACTION. THERE'S NO 

SPECIFIC DATE TO HAVE THIS ITEM BE BROUGHT BACK. THE 

CASE WILL NOT EXPIRE AND WE WILL SEND NOTICE OUT 

AGAIN FOR THIS CASE AND THE ADJOINING CASE AT SUCH 

TIME THAT PUBLIC HEARINGS ARE READY TO BE BROUGHT 

BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  

Mayor Wynn: SO MR. GUERNSEY, SO ACTION BY THIS 

COUNCIL, WE HAVE TO TAKE THE SPECIFIC ACTION TO SEND 

IT BACK TO PLANNING COMMISSION?  



WE WOULD SEND IT BACK FOR THEIR RECONSIDERATION 

WITH THE OTHER TRACTS.  

Mayor Wynn: AS PART OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.  

AS PART OF THE CONSENT AGENDA. THE NEXT ITEM IS ITEM 

NUMBER 113, THIS IS C-14-06-0053, STAR RIVERSIDE 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY LOCATED 1001 I-35. THIS IS THE 

NORTHEAST CORNER OF I-35 AND EAST RIVERSIDE 

RIVERSIDE DRIVE. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM 

GENERAL OFFICE, LIMITED OFFICE ON TRACT ONE, 

COMMERCIAL LIQUOR SALES ON TRACT TWO. LIMITED 

OFFICE ON TRACT THREE. LIMITED OFFICE DISTRICT ZONING 

ON TRACT FOUR. AND THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST TO 

LAKE COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR L-CO 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING FOR TRACT ONE, GENERAL 

OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING FOR TRACT 2. MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE HIGHEST 

DENSITY CONDITIONAL OVERLAY DISTRICT ZONING FOR 

TRACT 3. AND GENERAL OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING FOR TRACT FOR. THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT 

THE LAKE COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING FOR TRACT ONE,, GENERAL OFFICE 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY FOR TRACT 2. MULTI-FAMILY 

RESIDENCE HIGHEST DENSITY CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING FOR TRACT 3 AND GENERAL 

OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY DISTRICT ZONING FOR 

TRACT 4. THIS ITEM IS ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING. I 

UNDERSTAND WE DO HAVE SPEAKERS IN THE AUDIENCE TO 

TESTIFY AGAINST THIS PROJECT, SO I GUESS THAT STAFF 

WOULD RECOMMEND THIS BE POSTPONED TO YOUR NEXT 

MEETING OF 6-22.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I THINK THAT WOULD BE FINE, BUT WHEN IT 

COMES BACK NEXT WEEK, CAN YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOU 

WOULD HAVE THE ORDINANCES READY FOR ALL THREE 

READINGS. , I'LL GET WITH OUR LAW DEPARTMENT ON THAT. 

THAT WILL BE THE 22nd.  

Mayor Wynn: CORRECT. THANK YOU. COUNCILMEMBER 



ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: HOW MANY FOLKS HAVE SIGNED UP ON THAT ITEM?  

Mayor Wynn: TECHNICALLY ONLY SIX SPEAKERS -- I I SAY 

THAT. ONE SPEAKER IN FAVOR, SIX IN OPPOSITION, BUT A 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE HAD DONATED TIME TO THOSE SIX 

SPEAKERS. SO IF -- FOR EVERYBODY WHO IS HERE WHO 

WANTED TO DONATE TIME, IT'S ABOUT AN HOUR'S WORTH 

OF TESTIMONY.  

Alvarez: IS THAT THE ONLY DISCUSSION ITEM THUS FAR?  

Mayor Wynn: WELL, NO. IN FACT, THERE'S EVEN SOME THAT 

MR. GUERNSEY IS ASSUMING MIGHT BE ON THE CONSENT 

AGENDA. THERE ARE SEVERAL SPEAKERS SIGNED UP FOR 

AND AGAINST SEVERAL OF THESE ITEMS THAT HE HAS 

SUGGESTED FOR CONSENT AGENDA THAT I'M GOING TO 

SUGGEST WE TAKE UP. SO SO FAR THERE ARE POTENTIALLY 

FOUR DISCUSSION ITEMS, BUT EACH OF THEM HAVING JUST 

A HANDFUL OF SPEAKERS EACH. MY -- I SEE OUR CONFLICT 

HERE. I SHARE BOTH SIDES OF THIS CONCERN, BUT ONE 

CONCERN I HAVE IS FOR US TO PRESENT THE RELATIVE 

COMPLEXITIES OF THE TECHNICALITIES OF THE CASE, GET 

SOME SIGNIFICANT INPUT FROM MOSTLY NEIGHBORS IN 

FRONT OF THIS COUNCIL AND THEN HAVE IT ONLY BE READY 

FOR FIRST READING REGARDLESS AND THEN HAVE THE TWO 

NEW MEMBERS TAKE IT UP ON PERHAPS SECOND AND THIRD 

READING, HAVING CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING, IT MIGHT 

BE A MORE DIFFICULT CHALLENGE FOR THOSE NEW 

MEMBERS.  

Alvarez: AND IS THAT ITEM -- ONE MORE QUESTION. IS THIS 

ITEM READY FOR THREE READINGS OR JUST ONE?  

JUST ONE READING THIS EVENING.  

Alvarez: OKAY. THANKS, MAYOR.  

ITEM NUMBER 114, THIS IS CASE C-14-06-0082, KURACHI 

PAINT AND BODY FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6605 

REGIENE ROAD. THIS IS A ZONING REQUEST FOR SINGLE-

FAMILY RESIDENCE STANDARD LOT NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 



COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING TO LIMITED INDUSTRIAL 

SERVICES CONDITIONAL OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO DENY THE LIMITED INDUSTRIAL 

SERVICES CONDITIONAL OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THIS IS ALSO A DISCUSSION 

ITEM, IT IS ALSO ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING ONLY, 

THEREFORE STAFF SUGGESTED A POSTPONEMENT DATE OF 

YOUR NEXT MEETING OF 6-22. ITEM NUMBER 115 IS CASE C-

14-06-0013, PAVILION CONDOMINIUMS LOCATED AT 11819 

PAVILION BOULEVARD. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL OR GR DISTRICT ZONING TO 

MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE HIGHEST DENSITY DISTRICT 

ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO DENY MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

HIGHEST DENSITY DISTRICT ZONING. THIS IS ALSO A 

DISCUSSION ITEM. IT'S ALSO ONLY READY FOR FIRST 

READING. THEREFORE STAFF SUGGESTED A 

POSTPONEMENT DATE AGAIN TO JUNE 22nd. ITEM NUMBER 

116 IS CASE C-14-05-179, SPRING LAKE SUBDIVISION. THIS IS 

FOR REZONING OF PROPERTY ON SPRING LAKE DRIVE. THIS 

IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM RR DISTRICT ZONING TO 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE LARGE LOT DISTRICT ZONING. 

THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT SINGLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENCE LARGE LOT CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING. THIS IS ALSO ONLY READY FOR FIRST 

READING. IT'S ALSO A DISCUSSION ITEM AND STAFF WOULD 

SUGGEST A POSTPONEMENT OF THIS CASE TO 6-22. >> ITEM 

NUMBER 117 IS CASE C-14-06-0076, STONEGATE PHARMACY. 

THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2501 WEST WILLIAM CANNON 

DRIVE FROM LIMITED OFFICE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR LO-

CO COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR LR-CO COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION HAS BEEN POSTPONED ON THIS ITEM AS 

WELL, AND STAFF IS RECOMMENDING POSTPONEMENT OF 

THIS PARTICULAR CASE TO AUGUST 24TH. ITEM NUMBER 118, 

CASE C-14-H-99-0000, THE AUSTIN ATHLETIC CLUB. THIS IS A 

REZONING REQUEST AT 1301 SHOAL CREEK BOULEVARD 

FROM PUBLIC DISTRICT ZONING TO PUBLIC-HISTORIC 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 



RECOMMENDATION WAS TO FORWARD THIS REQUEST TO 

COUNCIL WITHOUT A RECOMMENDATION. THIS IS A 

DISCUSSION ITEM. IT ONLY HAS -- IT WOULD ONLY BE READY 

FOR FIRST READING. THIS IS AN ITEM, THOUGH -- I DON'T 

KNOW IF COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO CONSIDER THIS ITEM. IF 

IT IS DENIED, THERE WOULD BE NO ORDINANCE REQUIRED 

FOR THIS ITEM. I'VE BEEN CORRECTED, IT IS READY FOR ALL 

THREE READINGS ON 118. LET ME SKIP THAT ONE. ITEM 

NUMBER 119 IS CASE C-14-H-06-0006, THE BOLDEN-HIG 

BEGINS HOUSE. THIS IS FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1710 

WEST 10th STREET FOR A VOANING FROM FAMILY 

RESIDENCE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING TO FAMILY RESIDENCE HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GRANT THE 

FAMILY RESIDENCE HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THIS IS A DISCUSSION ITEM 

AND IT'S ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING, AND THEREFORE 

STAFF SUGGESTS THIS SUM ITEM BE POSTPONED TO JUNE 

22nd.  

Mayor Wynn: BEFORE WE GO ON FURTHER WITH THIS THEN, 

MR. GUERNSEY, I WANT TO MAKE SURE I UNDERSTAND THE 

DYNAMIC BECAUSE IF -- SO ITEM NUMBER 119 -- WE HAVE A 

NUMBER OF FOLKS SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, MOSTLY 

AGAINST, BUT SOME FOR, SO TECHNICALLY THIS IS -- WHAT 

YOU'RE SUGGESTING IS THIS ISN'T READY FOR ALL THREE 

READINGS IF --  

MAYOR, I WAS JUST TOLD THAT ON 119 THE ORDINANCE -- 

THE ORDINANCE IS READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS. SO 

ON 118 AND 119, THOSE COULD BE DISCUSSED SINCE 

THERE'S AN ORDINANCE READY.  

Mayor Wynn: AND AGAIN, A DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTIC 

ON BOTH OF THESE ITEMS ACTUALLY IS -- SO TECHNICALLY 

THEY NOW ARE READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS SHOULD 

THE ZONING BE GRANTED, THAT IS, HISTORIC ZONING, BUT 

AS WE KNOW, IF THERE IS A MAJORITY COUNCIL READY TO 

DENY THE HISTORIC ZONING, THEN ESSENTIALLY THE CASE 

COULD BE HEARD BECAUSE A FINAL DECISION WOULD BE 

MADE TODAY. SO I'M GLAD THAT THEY'RE READY FOR ALL 

THREE READINGS BECAUSE I THINK WE CAN HAVE BOTH 



DISCUSSION ITEMS THIS EVENING.  

THIS CONCLUDES THE ZONING ITEMS.  

Mayor Wynn: AND AN ADDENDUM, MR. GUERNSEY?  

VERY GOOD. THERE IS AN ADDENDUM. THESE THREE ITEMS 

ARE RELATED TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN ON THE EAST 

RIVERSIDE OLTORF AREA. THE FIRST ONE IS ITEM NUMBER 

123 ON YOUR ADDENDUM. IT'S CASE C-14-05-0111, PARKER 

LANE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT. THIS IS 

FOR THE REZONING OF PROPERTY THAT IS BOUNDED BY 

OLTORF STREET ON THE NORTH, ON THE EAST BY 

MONTOPOLIS BOULEVARD, TO THE SOUTH BY BEN WHITE 

BOULEVARD AND U.S. HIGHWAY 71, AND ON THE WEST BY I-

35. AND THIS IS TO CREATE A ZONING CHANGE FOR THE 

PARKER LANE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT 

AND TO IMPLEMENT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EAST 

RIVERSIDE OLTORF NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN FOR A TOTAL OF 

26 TRACTS OR 58.55 ACRES. AND THEN THERE ARE 

NUMEROUS CONDITIONS IN DISTRICTS THAT ARE 

PROPOSED, BUT THE STAFF AGAIN WOULD RECOMMEND 

THIS ITEM BE POSTPONED TO YOUR AUGUST 10th MEETING. 

A RELATED ITEM IS 124, CASE C-14-05-0112, THE RIVERSIDE 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING COMBINING DISTRICT. THIS IS 

ALSO TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON REZONING 

PROPERTY THAT IS BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY TOWN 

LAKE, ON THE EAST BY PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD, ON THE 

SOUTH BY OLTORF STREET AND ON THE WEST BY I-35. THE 

PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE WILL CREATE THE RIVERSIDE 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING COMBINING DISTRICT OR NPCD 

AND IMPLEMENT THE PLAN FOR 63 TRACTS OR 246.42 

ACRES. AND IT'S ALSO GOING TO HAVE ADDITIONAL 

CONDITIONS AND ADDITIONAL DISTRICTS, AND STAFF 

RECOMMENDS THAT THIS ITEM BE POSTPONED TO YOUR 

AUGUST 10th MEETING. THE FINAL ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 525 

AGAIN ON YOUR ADEN ITEM AGENDA. IT'S CASE C-14-05-0113, 

THE PLEASANT VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING 

COMBINING DISTRICT. THIS IS TO CONSIDER A PROPERTY 

BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY THE COLORADO RIVER, ON THE 

EAST BY GROVE BOULEVARD, ON THE SOUTH BY OLTORF. 

THIS ZONING CHANGE WOULD CREATE THE PLEASANT 

VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD COMBINING DISTRICT AND 



IMPLEMENT THE LAND USE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE -- 

FOR 12 12 TRACTS FOR A TOTAL OF 200.82 ACRES. THIS 

DOES HAVE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS AND PROPOSED 

ZONING CHANGES AND STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT THIS 

ITEM BE POSTPONED TO YOUR AUGUST 10th MEETING. THAT 

CONCLUDES THE ZONING ITEMS. FOR CONSENT OR 

POSTPONEMENT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. SO BASED ON 

SOME CITIZENS SIGN-UP, I'M GOING TO GIVE STAFF A LITTLE 

HEAD'S UP BEFORE I READ THE CONSENT AGENDA BECAUSE 

ALTHOUGH STAFF WAS RECOMMENDING CONSENT AGENDA 

BECAUSE IT'S READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS, RELATED 

ITEMS 101, 102 AND 103, WE HAVE AT LEAST -- AT LEAST ONE 

CITIZEN SIGNED UP IN OPPOSITION, SO I'LL GO AHEAD AND 

LET STAFF KNOW WE WILL GO AHEAD AND HEAR THOSE 

CASES TODAY, 101, 102, 103. IT PROBABLY WON'T TAKE THAT 

LONG BASED ON THE NUMBER OF CITIZENS. AND THEN ON 

CASE 104 IT WAS ALSO READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS 

PROPOSED FOR CONSENT AGENDA. WE HAVE FIVE 

SPEAKERS SIGNED UP ON THAT CASE, SO WE WILL 

CONDUCT PROBABLY A RELATIVELY BRIEF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON CASE 104. SO FOLLOW ME ALONG HERE, MR. GUERNSEY 

AND SEE IF I GET THIS RIGHT. SO COUNCIL, OUR PROPOSED 

CONSENT AGENDA ON THESE PUBLIC HEARING ZONING 

CASES WILL BE -- AND WHERE WE TAKE ACTION, OF 

COURSE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. BUT TO CLOSE 

THE PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE ON ALL THREE 

READINGS CASES 88, 89 AND 90. NOTE THAT CASE NUMBER 

91 HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN. TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING 

AND APPROVE ON ALL 3D READINGS CASES 92, 93 AND 94. 

TO POSTPONE TO JUNE 22nd, 2006 CASES 95 AND 96.  

MAYOR, ON 95, THAT'S READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON 

FIRST READING ONLY. AND 96.  

Mayor Wynn: BUT WE HAVE SEVERAL SPEAKERS SIGNED UP 

ON THAT ONE AS WELL. AND BOTH FOR AND AGAINST. AND 

SO IN LIEU OF -- WE WOULD HAVE THE PUBLIC HEARING 

TONIGHT, BUT STAFF IS ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING, 

AND SO BASED ON THAT MY SUGGESTION IS IS THAT WE 

POSTPONE ITEM NUMBER 95 TO JUNE 22nd BECAUSE IF WE 

HAD THE PUBLIC HEARING TONIGHT, WE'RE NOT READY FOR 



THREE READINGS IN EITHER DIRECTION. SO AGAIN TO 

POSTPONE TO JUNE 22nd, 2006, CASES 95 AND 96. TO CLOSE 

THE PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE ON FIRST READING 

ONLY AS A CONSENT CASE ITEM NUMBER 97. TO CLOSE THE 

PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE ON ALL THREE REINGS 

CASES 98, 99 AND 100. TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 

APPROVE ON ALL THREE READINGS CASES 105 AND 106. TO 

POSTPONE TO JUNE 22nd, 2006 CASES 107, 108 AND 109. TO 

POSTPONE TO OCTOBER 19TH, 2006 CASE 110. TO 

POSTPONE TO AUGUST 10th AUGUST 10th, 2006 CASE 111. TO 

SEND CASE 112 BACK TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION. TO 

POSTPONE TO JUNE 22nd CASES 113, 114, 115 AND 116. AND 

TO POSTPONE CASE 117 TO AUGUST 24TH, 2006. AND TO 

POSTPONE THE THREE ADDENDUM ITEMS, CASES 123, 124 

AND 125 TO AUGUST 10th AUGUST 10th, 2006. I'LL ENTERTAIN 

A MOTION. MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, 

SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM TO APPROVE THE 

CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: YES, MAYOR. ON 113 AGAIN, WHAT IS THAT 

PROPOSED FOR? A POSTPONEMENT, BUT I DIDN'T KNOW TO 

WHAT DATE.  

Mayor Wynn: THE NEXT MEETING, WHICH IS JUNE 22nd. AND 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY MADE A REQUEST ON THAT 

ONE TO SEE IF STAFF COULD HAVE A DOCUMENTATION 

READY FOR THREE READINGS REGARDLESS OF WHICH WAY 

IT GOES.  

Alvarez: THAT WAS GOING TO BE THE ISSUE I RAISED IS IF 

THERE IS GOING TO BE CHANGES TO WHATEVER IS 

PROPOSED AND IT CAN ONLY BE DONE ON ONE READING AT 

THE NEXT MEETING, THEN YOU HIT THE JULY BREAK AND SO 

YOU REALLY ARE PUTTING IT OFF ALMOST UNTIL THE END 

OF JULY OR AUGUST. AND WHAT THE ANSWER TO THAT 

QUESTION ABOUT --  

WE'RE GOING TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO HAVE THE 

ORDINANCE BEFORE YOU ON THE 22nd. IT WILL BE TAKEN 

FOR THREE READINGS AT YOUR NEXT MEETING.  

Mayor Wynn: THE CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE IS SUGGESTING 



WITH THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF INPUT FROM STAFF THE 

DOCUMENTATION COULD BE HAD AT THE TIME TO APPROVE 

ON THREE READINGS OR DENY.  

WE'LL HAVE AN ORDINANCE.  

Alvarez: OKAY. COUNCILMEMBER KIM ASKED IF WE COULD DO 

IT ON FIRST READING. AND THAT'S WHERE I WAS HEADING 

WITH THAT.  

Kim: IS THERE ANY WAY WE CAN DO THIS ON FIRST READING 

TONIGHT? THE ONLY REASON IS I UNDERSTAND THERE ARE 

SOME CONTRACTUAL ISSUES WITH THE DEVELOPERS OF 

THIS PROPERTY. THEY'RE GOING BEFORE THE BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENTS I GUESS SOON AND THEY'D LIKE TO GET 

SOME SIGNAL FROM THE COUNCIL ON FIRST READING.  

Mayor Wynn: WELL, WE CAN HAVE THAT DISCUSSION. AGAIN, 

THE PROBLEM WITH THAT STRATEGY IS IT'S CLEARLY NOT 

READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS, AND IT'S MY 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE CASE IS IT'S COMPLEX, AND JUST 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE ZONING CASE, LET ALONE THE 

AMOUNT OF TESTIMONY THAT WE'LL HEAR FROM THE 

PUBLIC WHEN WE HOLD THE PUBLIC HEARING IS GOING TO 

BE PRETTY LENGTHY -- GOING TO BE INFORMATIVE AND 

APPROPRIATE. AND FOR TWO COUNCILMEMBERS AT THE 

NEXT MEETING WHEN IT'S READY FOR THE -- IN THEORY THE 

FINAL APPROVAL ON SECOND AND THIRD READING ON THE 

22nd, NOT HAVING THE BENEFIT OF THAT LENGTHY 

PRESENTATION OF THE TECHNICALITIES OF THE CASE AND 

THEN THE PUBLIC INPUT IS WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO AVOID. 

ONE WAY TO TRY TO ACCOMPLISH THAT, I GUESS 

RECOGNIZING -- I DON'T KNOW IF THE APPLICANT OR THE 

AGENTS ARE IN THE ROOM. EVEN IF WE WERE TO HEAR THE 

PUBLIC HEARING TONIGHT, STAFF ISN'T READY AND THIS 

CASE WOULDN'T BE APPROVED OR FRANKLY FINALLY 

DENIED IF THAT WERE THE WILL OF THE COUNCIL UNTIL THE 

22nd ANYWAY. AND TO THE EXTENT THAT IF STAFF CAN GET 

THE ORDINANCE DRAFTED AND HAVE THE LEGAL 

FLEXIBILITY ON HAND THE NIGHT OF THE 22nd, THEN IT 

COULD BE HEARD AND APPROVED ON ALL THREE READINGS 

AND/OR DENIED. SO THE FINAL DATE WOULD BE THE SAME. 

THAT IS, THEY WOULDN'T HAVE MUCH DIRECTION OR 



UNDERSTANDING FROM THIS COUNCIL TONIGHT, BUT THE 

FINAL APPROVAL OR DENIAL OF THE CASE WOULD STILL 

OCCUR HOPEFULLY THE SAME EVENING, WHICH WOULD BE 

THE 22nd.  

Kim: OKAY. THEN WE'LL COMMIT TO DOING THAT ON ALL 

THREE READINGS ON THE 22nd?  

Mayor Wynn: AGAIN, I APOLOGIZE TO FOLKS WHO FIND 

THEMSELVES HERE TONIGHT AND/OR ARE TRYING TO PLAN 

BETWEEN TONIGHT AND TWO THURSDAYS FROM NOW. WE 

JUST HAVE THE TECH IN A KEL LOGISTICS OF THERE BEING 

TWO DIFFERENT COUNCILMEMBERS AT OUR NEXT MEETING, 

AND WE'RE JUST TRYING TO AVOID THE INFORMATION GAP 

OF NOT HAVING THEM HAVE THE BENEFIT OF A LOT OF 

INPUT. SO WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE 

TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. I GUESS I'LL 

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SUGGEST TO COUNCIL 

COLLEAGUES THAT I WOULD LIKE FOR US TO CONSIDER -- 

AND WE'LL WORK WITH EACH OFFICE IN THE INTERIM AND 

ASK THE CITY MANAGER TO USE HER AGENDA OFFICE TO 

AID IN THIS FORMAT. I'M UNDER THE BELIEF THAT WHEN WE 

DO COME BACK FROM OUR FOUR-WEEK BREAK OF NO 

COUNCIL MEETINGS, WE HAVE THE CITY MANAGER'S 

BUDGET PRESENTATION ON THURSDAY, JULY 27TH, AND 

THEN WE START MEETINGS ESSENTIALLY BEGINNING THE 

THURSDAYS OF AUGUST. I THINK WE FRANKLY ARE DUE TO 

HAVE A SPECIAL CALLED MEETING ONE OF THOSE WEEKS IN 

AUGUST, GO AHEAD AND FIGURE OUT WHAT DAY WORKS 

FOR ALL OF US NOW, AND HAVE A MEETING -- AND IT MIGHT 

ONLY BE AN AFTERNOON ONLY MEETING. NO NEED TO BE 

HERE AT 10:00 IN THE MORNING, BUT CATCH UP ON ALL 

THESE ZONING CASES BECAUSE WE'RE FALLING SO FAR 

BEHIND, THERE ARE SO MANY NEW CASES COMING 

FORWARD, THAT IF WE WORK TOGETHER I THINK WE CAN 

PICK JUST A RANDOMLY SAY A WEDNESDAY EVEN OF A 

WEEK WE'RE GOING TO HAVE A THURSDAY COUNCIL 

MEETING, HAVE TWO COUNCIL MEETINGS ONE WEEK 

SOMETIME IN AUGUST THAT WORKS FOR EVERYBODY, 

GIVING THE PUBLIC PLENTY OF NOTICE, AND ESSENTIALLY 

TRY TO CATCH BACK UP. EITHER PERHAPS HAVE SOME 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS ON THAT ONE MEETING WHERE WE 

CAN SPEND THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING GETTING THAT 



DONE AND NOT HAVE THIS DYNAMIC WHERE WE'RE 

CONSTANTLY NEEDING TO POSTPONE, AND SOME OF THESE 

CASES ARE DRAGGING ON FOR SO LONG. SO A HEAD'S UP 

OF IF WE THINK WE CAN FIND A DATE OR WEEK IN AUGUST 

WHERE WE CAN HAVE A SPECIAL CALLED MEETING AND 

ACTUALLY HAVE TWO CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS ON THE 

SAME WEEK AS A COURTESY. OKAY. AGAIN, COUNCIL, WE 

HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE TO APPROVE 

THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE -- COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: I WANTED TO MENTION FOR ITEM NUMBER 106, 98 SAN 

JACINTO, IT'S THE FOUR SEASONS CONDOMINIUMS. THIS IS A 

GREAT EXAMPLE OF PEOPLE IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR DOING 

THEIR PART TO HELP WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING. AND 

THEY ARE -- THEY DO HAVE WHAT THEY NEED IN TERMS OF 

THE ZONING, AND THIS IS BASICALLY LIFTING THE SITE PLAN. 

BUT IN DISCUSSIONS WITH STEVE DRENNER AND ART WHO 

IS ON THE BOARD OF FOUNDATION COMMUNITIES, THEY 

HAVE AGREED TO MAKE A GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION OF A 

QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS TO GO TOWARD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR THEIR CLIENTS, AND I REALLY 

DO APPRECIATE THEIR WORK ON THIS. AND I WANT TO 

THANK THEM FOR EVERYTHING THAT THEY'VE DONE TO 

HELP WITH MAKING SURE WE HAVE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

FOR ALL LOW INCOME RESIDENTS IN AUSTIN. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. COUNCIL, WE 

HAVE 10 MINUTES PRIOR TO OUR 5:30 BREAK FOR LIVE 

MUSIC AND PROCLAMATION. THE BAND IS READY HERE SET 

UP, BUT WE WON'T START THEM UNTIL 5:30. MR. GUERNSEY, 

WITH YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THESE CASES, CASE 101 WAS A 

TECHNICAL, JUST A TERMINATION OF A RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT, IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT STAFF HAS READY 

FOR APPROVAL. THERE WAS ONE SPEAKER IN OPPOSITION 

OF THAT. SO TECHNICALLY WE NEED HAVE THAT PUBLIC 



HEARING. THE SAME SPEAKER THEN IS SIGNED UP AS 

NEUTRAL ON CASES 102 AND 103, WHICH I GUESS ARE THE 

RELATED ZONING CASES TO THE FIFTH AND CONGRESS 

PROJECT, IS THAT RIGHT?  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE ONE SPEAKER WHO IS IN OPPOSITION 

TO NEUTRAL ON THOSE, IS IT YOUR UNDERSTANDING THAT 

THE CASES COULD BE PRESENT UNDERSTAND RELATIVELY 

SHORT ORDER?  

I CAN PRESENT IT REALLY QUICKLY. I CAN PRESENT 101, 102 

AND 103 AT THE SAME TIME AND JUST READ THOSE INTO 

THE RECORD AND I'LL MAKE A BRIEF PRESENTATION AND WE 

CAN HEAR FROM THE CITIZEN.  

Mayor Wynn: WELL, SO -- DO YOU KNOW WHAT? ON SECOND 

THOUGHT, MR. GUERNSEY, I DON'T KNOW IF WE CAN GET 

THAT DONE BEFORE THE BREAK AND GIVE THE CASE THE 

APPROPRIATE AMOUNT OF TIME.  

WE'LL COME BACK.  

Mayor Wynn: WE'LL COME BACK AND I THINK WE CAN KNOCK 

THAT OUT AS SOON AS WE FINISH OUR BREAK FOR LIVE 

MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS. SO COUNCIL, WITHOUT 

OBJECTION, EVEN THOUGH WE'RE RUNNING A FEW MINUTES 

EARLY, WE WILL NOW RECESS THIS MEETING OF THE AUSTIN 

CITY COUNCIL. WE WILL COME BACK IN A COUPLE OF 

MINUTES TO KICK OFF OUR LIVE MUSIC AND 

PROCLAMATIONS BEGINNING WITH THE BAND AT 5:30 AND 

DO STAY TUNED BECAUSE THIS EVENING OF COURSE IS 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ'S AND MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS' 

LAST MEETING, SO WE HAVE A HANDFUL OF SPECIAL 

AWARDS AND PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS FOR 

THEM AND THEIR OFFICES. SO WE ARE NOW IN RECESS. WE 

WILL START LIVE MUSIC AND PROCS HERE IN A FEW 

MINUTES. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. SWINT,  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY, FOLKS, IF I CAN HAVE YOUR ATTENTION, 

IT'S PAST 5:30, TIME FOR YOUR WEEKLY GIG HERE AT THE 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL, WE ARE IN FOR A SPECIAL TREAT 



TONIGHT BECAUSE JOINING US IS ELANA JAMES, THE 

INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED VIOLINIST AND SINGER. HER 

MUSIC IS A COMBINATION OF HOT JAZZ, ORIGINAL SONGS, 

WESTERN SWING AND GYPSY MUSIC. SHE HAS BEEN 

FEATURED AT MAJOR CONCERTS AND MUSIC FESTIVALS 

WORLDWIDE AND HOLDS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE 

FIRST FEMALE INSTRUMENTIST IN 30 YEARS TO PLAY IN BOB 

DILL LYNN'S TOURING VAN, ON NPR PROGRAMS, GRAND OLD 

OPREY, WORLD CAFE, MULTIPLE BBC, FRONTED THE HOT 

CLUB OF COW TOWN, TEAMED UP WITH THE HIGH FLIERS 

AND MOST RECENTLY STARTED ELANA JAMES AND THE 

CONTINENTAL TWO WITH COUSINS LUKE HILL AND BO 

SAMPLE, PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING ONE OF THE 

YOUNGEST MEMBERS TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE TEXAS 

WESTERN SWING ALL OF WHAT I AM, ELANA JAMES. [ (music) 

MUSIC PLAYING (music)(music) ] [ (music) SINGING 

(music)(music) ] [ (music) SINGING (music)(music) ] WE WILL BE 

PLAYING SATURDAY WITH THE HIGH FLIERS, EARLY SHOW 

AND LATE SHOW, THEN PLAYING SAN MARCOS ON SUNDAY 

AND THIS TRIO WE TOUR A LOT AND WE PLAY AROUND 

TOWN A LOT. ALL OF OUR DATES ARE UP AT 

ELANAMUSIC.COM. WE HAVE A GREEN SCHEDULE CARD 

WITH US WE WILL PASS OUT. WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO THE 

EAST COAST, TRAVELLING THROUGHOUT THE REST OF THE 

YEAR. WE JUST CAME BACK FROM ENGLAND, WE HAVE LOTS 

OF PLANS.  

WELCOME BACK. ELANA MILLIONSMUSIC.COM. BE IT KNOWN 

THAT WHEREAS THE LOCAL MUSIC COMMUNITY MAKES 

MANY CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

AUSTIN'S SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY, 

WHEREAS THE DEDICATED EFFORTS OF ARTISTS FURTHER 

AUSTIN'S STATUS AT THE LIVE MUSIC CAPITOL OF THE 

WORLD, THEREFORE I WILL WYNN, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN, TEXAS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM TODAY, JUNE 8th, 

2006, AS ELANA JAMES IN AUSTIN, CALL ON ALL CITIZENS TO 

JOIN ME IN CONGRATULATING THIS GREAT TALENT.  

AW, THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] >>  

Mayor Wynn: SINCE WE USE THIS TIME EACH WEEK TO SAY 

THANK YOU TO LOTS OF PEOPLE TO RAISE AWARENESS OF 

IMPORTANT PROJECTS OCCURRING AROUND THE 



COMMUNITY, RAISE AWARENESS OF THINGS WE THINK 

CITIZENS SHOULD BE AWARE OF. IN FEW MINUTES WE ARE 

ABOUT TO HAVE SOME PROCLAMATIONS RELATED TO 

MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS' AND RAUL ALVAREZ'S LAST 

MEETING HERE ON CITY COUNCIL. BUT BEFORE WE DO THAT, 

OUR FIRST PROCLAMATION JOINED BY FRED GILLIAM OF 

C.E.O. OF CAPITAL METRO THE PROCLAMATION OF NATIONAL 

DUMP THE PUMP DAY. I WILL ASK FRED TO SAY A FEW 

WORDS ABOUT HOW CAPITAL METRO CAN PARTNER WITH 

ALL OF US INDIVIDUALLY TO IN FACT HELP US AS CITIZENS 

DUMP THE PUMP. PROCLAMATION READS, BE IT KNOWN 

THAT WHEREAS TODAY CAPITAL METRO JOINS A NATIONAL 

MOVEMENT TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO EXPLORE THE 

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION THEY 

OFFER INSTEAD OF DRIVING THEIR CARS, WHEREAS AUSTIN 

COMMUTERS CAN SAVE BETWEEN 300 AND $3,000 IN FUEL 

COSTS ANNUALLY, BY RIDING CAPITAL METRO TO WORK 

EVERY DAY. AND WHEREAS CAPITAL METRO INITIATED THE 

ALL SYSTEMS GO LONG-RANGE TRANSIT PLAN, WHICH 

INCLUDES EXPANDED LOCAL AND EXPRESS BUS SERVICE, 

HIGH TECH RAPID BUS SERVICE, NEW PARK AND RIDE 

FACILITIES AND THE URBAN COMMUTER RAIL TO ADDRESS 

POPULATION GROWTH IN AUSTIN ACROSS -- AND ACROSS 

THE REGION. SO NOW THEREFORE I I WILL WYNN, MAYOR OF 

AUSTIN, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM JUNE 8th, 2006, AS NATIONAL 

DUMP THE PUMP DAY IN AUSTIN, AND CALL ON MR. FRED 

GILLIAM OF CAPITAL METRO TO TALK ABOUT HOW IS OUR 

PARTNERING AGENCY, THEY CAN HELP US REDUCE OUR -- 

OUR FUEL COSTS JUST DO A BETTER JOB OF HELPING US 

HAVE AN EFFECTIVE MASS TRANSIT SYSTEM IN AUSTIN, 

PLEASE JOIN ME IN CONGRATULATING, THANKING FRED 

GILLIAM FOR ALL HE DOES AT CAPITAL METRO. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, MAYOR WYNN. I CERTAINLY APPRECIATE THE 

RECOGNITION. THE DUMP OF PUMP CAMPAIGN STARTED 

HERE IN AUSTIN A FEW MONTHS AGO AND RIDERSHIP HAS 

ALREADY INCREASED OVER 10% SYSTEM-WISE. OVER 25% IN 

SEVERAL PARK AND RIDE LOCATIONS. THE -- THE CAMPAIGN 

WAS SO SUCCESS NATIONALLY TODAY HAS BEEN 

PROCLAIMED NATIONAL DUMP THE PUMP DAY NATIONWIDE. 

I'M ALSO PLEASED TO -- TO NOTE THAT A LOCAL ARTIST, 

SINGER, CAROLYN WONDERLAND WHO DID THE 



COMMERCIALS FOR US HERE, SHE ALSO HAS DONE THE 

COMMERCIALS NATIONWIDE ON ALL COMMERCIALS, SHE 

IDENTIFIES HERSELF AS AN AUSTINITE AND SO OUR MUSIC 

HAS BEEN SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THE -- THE 

SIMPLE PART OF WHAT YOU CAN DO, THAT IS YOU CAN RIDE 

CAPITAL METRO, USE YOUR BUS SYSTEM, USE THIS SYSTEM 

THAT -- THAT WE HAVE WORKED HARD TO TRY TO IMPROVE. 

TODAY IS ALSO THE -- DECLARED AN OZONE ACTION DAY. IT 

ALSO HAS BEEN DECLARED FOR TOMORROW. IF YOU CARE 

ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT, ONE OF THE THINGS THAT YOU 

CAN DO, EITHER USE CAPITAL METRO OR SHARE A RIDE, 

WALK, BIKE, WHATEVER, BUT YOU SHOULD DO EVERYTHING 

THAT YOU CAN TO TRY TO REDUCE OVERALL THE -- THE 

POLLUTION AND FINALLY I WOULD LIKE TO SAY IN -- JUST 

THANK MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS AND COUNCIL PERSON 

ALVAREZ WHO HAS SERVED THIS COMMUNITY SO 

DILIGENTLY, BUT ALSO ON THE CAPITAL METRO BOARD. 

THEY HAVE SERVED THEIR LAST DAYS WITH US AND I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THEY WILL BE RECOGNIZED TODAY, BUT 

YOU SHOULD NOTE, ALSO KNOW THAT THEY HAVE SERVED 

TIRELESSLY REPRESENTING THIS COMMUNITY FROM THE 

CITY COUNCIL ON OUR BOARD AND THEY WILL TRULY BE 

MISSED BUT WE ALSO ARE BLESSED WITH THE TACT THAT IT 

WOULD STILL BE IN THIS COMMUNITY AND WE WILL HAVE 

THE BENEFIT OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM IN THE 

FUTURE. SO IN CLOSING, MAYOR WYNN, I WANT TO THANK 

YOU BEGIN FOR THIS RECOGNITION AND I APPRECIATE IT 

VERY MUCH. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: SO NOW IS A GOOD TRANSITION, BECAUSE NOW 

WE ARE GOING TO TURN THE PODIUM OVER TO FIRST 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND THEN TO MAYOR PRO TEM 

THOMAS FOR SEVERAL PROCLAMATIONS.  

GOOD EVENING. NEXT PRESENTATION IS FOR FRIENDS AT EL 

BUEN PASTOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 

IF THEY WANT TO STEP UP. CELEBRATING A -- AN 

IMPORTANT MILESTONE AND GLAD TO BE HERE TO PRESENT 

THIS -- TO PRESENT THIS TO THEM AND -- AND THEY WERE -- 

THEY WERE AT THE TAIL END OF A -- OF A MAJOR 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT WHEN I FIRST GOT ELECTED SIX 

YEARS AGO. BUT -- BUT THEY -- THEY NOW HAVE BEEN AT 

THAT NEW FACILITY, I GUESS ABOUT THAT LONG AND GOING 



VERY WELL. AND HAPPY TO -- AGAIN TO PRESENT THIS TO 

YOU ALL AND THANK FOR YOU GIVING ME THE 

OPPORTUNITY. IT SAYS -- IT SAYS BE IT KNOWN THAT 

WHEREAS EL BUEN PASTOR EARLY CHILDHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER UNDER THE DIRECTION OF CAMPOS 

HAS SERVED THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NEEDS 

FOR CHILDREN IN AUSTIN FOR 30 YEARS, ACCREDITED BY 

THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF 

YOUNG CHILDREN AND HAS BEEN HOUSED IN A STATE OF 

THE ART FACILITY FUNDED BY THE CITY SINCE 2001, 

WHEREAS WE ARE PLEASED TO RECOGNIZE THE STAFF OF 

EL BUEN PASTOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

CENTER FOR THE CARE AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

THEY PROVIDE TO A TRIETHNIC GROUP OF CHILDREN FROM 

INFANTS TO 13-YEAR-OLDS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH AISD, THE 

CENTER PROVIDES AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMING FOR 

CHILDREN FOR METS, SANCHEZ, ZAVALA ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS. THEREFORE I WILL WYNN, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN, THE CITY COUNCIL, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM JUNE 

2006 AS A 30th ANNIVERSARY OF EL BUEN PASTOR EARLY 

CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER IN AUSTIN. 

CONGRATULATIONS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SAY A COUPLE --  

I WANT TO THANK EVERYONE WHO IS HERE. I -- I WOULD LIKE 

TO SPEAK IN SPANISH WITH YOUR PERMISSION. [SPEAKING 

IN SPANISH] WE WILL NEVER BE LACKING FOR CHILDREN. 

THEY COME EVERY MORNING I WAKE UP AND THERE'S NEW 

FACES AND THERE'S NOR CHILDREN AND IT WAS 30 YEARS 

AGO THAT I CAME TO AUSTIN WITH THE INTENTIONS OF 

STAYING ONE SUMMER. I HAVE BEEN HERE 30 YEARS. THE 

NEED WAS THAT -- TO HAVE QUALITY CHILD CARE FOR OUR 

CHILDREN. AND I WANT TO THANK ALL OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES THAT ALLOW US TO OPEN THE 

PROGRAM THAT WE HAVE AND THEN TO GIVE US 

PERMISSION TO -- TO USE THEIR LANDS TO OPEN A 

WONDERFUL CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER THAT -- THAT 

WAS GIVEN TO US BY CDBG MONEY THROUGH THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN, PAUL HILGERS WAS PART OF THAT, HIS DAD BILL 

VERY ENCOURAGING. AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE WAS 

WONDERFUL ABOUT HELPING US AND BEING LIAISONS TO -- 

TO GUIDING US THROUGH THE PROCESS. CALPIN WAS ALSO 



WONDERFUL, WE HAD -- WE HAD SUCH WARM PEOPLE. I MET 

RAUL TOWARD THE END OF THIS. THIS STARTED BACK IN 

DREAMS WHEN -- WHEN MAYOR COOK WAS HERE. AND THEN 

BRUCE TODD WAS IN THE PROCESS AND THEN WE HAD -- WE 

HAD KIRK WATSON AND WE WOUND UP FINISHING UP WITH -- 

WITH -- WITH -- WITH WILL WYNN. SO IT'S BEEN A 

WONDERFUL TRAVEL. GUS GARCIA HAD A LOT TO DO WITH 

OUR PROGRAM. WE JUST WANT TO THANK YOU. BECAUSE 

OF YOU WE ARE MANAGING TO EDUCATE HUNDREDS OF 

CHILDREN AND HOPE TO CONTINUE TO EDUCATE THEM IN 

THE MANNER THAT THEY DESERVE SO THAT WE CAN MAKE 

THEM ADULT MEN AND WOMEN WHO WILL, WHEN YOU 

RETIRE AND I RETIRE, WE WILL TAKE OUR PLACE AND WE 

DON'T HAVE TO -- DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT WHERE WE 

ARE GOING TO BE PUT OUT TO PASTURE. WE WILL HAVE 

FAITH THAT THEY WILL DO IT PROPERLY. THANK YOU AGAIN 

FOR EVERYTHING, THANK YOU FOR THIS PROCLAMATION. I 

DID WANT ALL OF THE PEOPLE THAT HAD SOMETHING TO DO 

WITH EL BUEN PASTOR THAT ARE HERE WITH ME TODAY TO 

STAND UP. AGAIN, WITHOUT THESE PEOPLE AND WITHOUT 

MY FAMILY, THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN -- HAVE BEEN 

ACCOMPLISHED. AND I THANK ALL OF YOU AND I THINK 

AUSTIN, GOD BLESS YOU.  

Thomas: THIS TRULY IS A GREAT DAY, IT IS AN HONOR TO 

PRESENT THIS TO THIS YOUNG LADY THAT HAS GIVEN 

AUSTIN 26 YEARS OF SERVICE AS A FIREFIGHTER. I WOULD 

ASK THAT -- THAT MS. SWIT COME FORWARD. FOR MORE 

THAN 26 YEARS AS A MEMBER OF THE AUSTIN FIREFIGHTER 

DEPARTMENT SERVING IN THE ROLE OF A SPECIALIST, 

BETTY SWINT IS DESERVING OF PUBLIC ACCLAIM AND 

RECOGNITION. SHE WAS NOT ONLY A FIREFIGHTER BUT A 

TRAIL BLAZER, SETTING A PATH FOR THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN WOMEN IN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, HER SKILLS 

BROKE DOWN BARRIERS AND BETTERED THE DEPARTMENT. 

THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED WITH OUR ADMIRATION 

AND APPRECIATION ON THE 8th DAY OF JUNE OF 2006, CITY 

COUNCIL OF AUSTIN, TEXAS, SIGNED BY MAYOR WILL WYNN, 

MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS, HIS NAME IS ATTACHED 

AND COUNCILMEMBERS LEE LEFFINGWELL, RAUL ALVAREZ, 

JENNIFER.  

Kim: AND BETTY DUNKERLY AND BRUS COMMUNITY 



MCCRACKEN. WE PRESENT THIS TO YOU BETTY AND SAYING 

GOD BLESS YOU, GOD KEEP YOU, WE ARE GOING TO ALLOW 

YOU TO SPEAK. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE CITY OF AUSTIN FOR HIRING 

ME, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN FOR 

HIRING ME. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: IT'S JUST LIKE BETTY TO HAVE THE SHORTEST 

RETIREMENT SPEECH THAT YOU HAVE EVER HEARD AT A 

PODIUM. THERE'S ACTUALLY A LINE OF PEOPLE THAT ARE 

GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT HER, I'M GOING TO START. 

BETTY HAS A NICKNAME. AND I'VE ALWAYS BEEN CURIOUS 

ABOUT IT, I'M HOPING ACTUALLY SHE MAY REVEAL THE 

SOURCE OF THAT NICKNAME TO US TONIGHT. SHE'S KNOWN 

AS DIAMONDS. THE ONLY THING THAT I COULD FIGURE OUT, I 

HAVE SEEN BETTY PLAY SOFTBALL AND I'M TELLING YA, IT'S 

A SIGHT TO SEE AND IN FACT I THINK WHEN YOUR TEAM 

WHEN -- WOMEN FIREFIGHTERS AND THE FEMALE POLICE 

OFFICERS WHEN FIRE WAS DOWN A LITTLE BIT, THOSE WHO 

ARE ABOUT TO RETIRE PUSHED THE OTHER OFFICERS OUT 

OF THE WAY, BOY, THEY WENT UP THERE SLUGGING THAT 

BALL OUT OF THE BALLPARK. SO I THINK DIAMONDS MAY BE 

TIED TO SOFTBALL. BETTY BECAME THE FIRST AFRICAN-

AMERICAN FIREFIGHTER IN OUR SERVICE. SHE SPENT 26 

YEARS OF SERVICE ON ENGINE B, EXCUSE ME, ENGINE 26, B 

SHIFT, AS A SPECIALIST. SHE HEARD ABOUT BEING A 

FIREFIGHTER WHEN SHE HEARD IT ADVERTISED ON THE 

RADIO. WENT AND TOOK THE TEST, GOT IN, NOT EVEN 

REALIZING SHE WOULD BE THE FIRST. OPENING DOORS, NOT 

JUST FOR MINORITIES, BUT FOR WOMEN IN THE SERVICE. IF 

YOU WERE THE NEW KID ON THE BLOCK AT 26, YOU ONLY 

HAD TO KNOW THREE THINGS TO SURVIVE AT THAT 

STATION. YOU HAD TO KNOW THAT THE CROSS WORD 

PUZZLE BELONGED TO BETTY. YOU HAD TO KNOW WHICH 

PARKING SPOT WAS HERS. NOT TO GET IN HER SPOT. AND 

WHICH SEAT AT THE DINNER TABLE WAS HERS. IN FACT YOU 

GOT LESSONS WHEN YOU CAME ON BOARD AT THE STATION. 

ONE OF THE OTHER QUIRKS ABOUT BETTY IS BETTY PULLS 

CONVERSATIONAL QUOTES OUT OF WESTERN MOVIES, 

SHE'S A WESTERN MOVIE WONK. THE JOHN WAYNE OF 26 

HERE. I KEPT TRYING TO THINK OF DIFFERENT QUOTES, 



BETTY, THAT YOU COULD USE, DID YOU SEE CLINT 

EASTWOOD IN UNFORGIVEN. REMEMBER WHEN HE SAID I'M 

NOT LIKE THAT ANYMORE. WHEN YOU ARE NO LONGER IN 

THE FIRE SERVICE, YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE TO SPEND ALL 

YOUR TIME SAYING I'M JUST NOT LIKE THAT ANYMORE. JOHN 

WAYNE WOULD HAVE CALLED HER A PILGRIM, RIGHT, BUT 

SHE'S REALLY A PIONEER FOR WOMEN, A ROLE MODEL FOR 

YOUNG PEOPLE, SO MANY THINGS THAT YOU COULD SAY 

ABOUT BETTY, BUT WE ARE GOING TO LET A VIDEO SAY IT 

FOR US.  

BETTY SWINT APPLIED TO BE AN AUSTIN FIREFIGHTER IN 

1979, 15 YEARS AFTER THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AT THE HEIGHT 

OF THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE EQUAL RIGHTS 

AMENDMENT, BETTY SAYS SHE JUST NEEDED A JOB.  

I WAS KIND OF OUT OF WORK AT THE TIME. I HEARD THE PSA 

OVER THE RADIO, SO I WENT AND APPLIED. > 

SHE HAD GROWN UP ONE OF SEVEN CHILDREN 

SHARECROPPING IN GEORGIA. HER FATHER DIED WHEN SHE 

WAS YOUNG, HER MOTHER INSISTED ON GOOD EDUCATION. 

AT 29 BETTY HAD A LAST CENTER'S IN PHYSICAL ED 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HAD BEEN AN INSTRUCTOR AT U.T., 

DECIDED ON FIREFIGHTING.  

THAT MADE IT VERY EASY FOR ME, I WAS VERY ACTIVE, I 

HAD A GREAT DEAL OF UPPER BODY STRENGTH. I WAS 

PRETTY PHYSICALLY FIT AT THAT TIME.  

THE DEPARTMENT HAD ONLY TWO OTHER WOMEN AT THAT 

TIME AND SHE WAS THE FIFTH IN ITS HISTORY.  

I DIDN'T REALLY THINK ABOUT IT IN TERMS OF COMFORT OR 

IF THIS IS GOING TO MAKE ME UNCOMFORTABLE. I JUST 

SIMPLY NEEDED A JOB AND IT WAS A GOOD JOB. YOU KNOW 

FROM WHAT I SAW AND I THOUGHT JUST GIVE IT A SHOT.  

BETTY DID GIVE IT AT A SHOT. AT HER RETIREMENT PARTY, 

27 YEARS LATER SHE RECALLS A NICE ENOUGH WELCOME 

FROM HER FELLOW FIREFIGHTERS.  

THEY WERE ALL NICE. THEY WERE NICE. I THINK THE 



DEPARTMENT ITSELF WAS PROBABLY MORE WORRIED 

ABOUT THE INTERREACTION BETWEEN MEN, OTHER 

FIREFIGHTERS THAN I WAS WORRIED ABOUT IT.  

SHE HAD HEARD STORIES OF GENDER TENSION, BUT NEVER 

EXPERIENCED IT.  

I THINK ONCE YOU -- YOUR FELLOW FIREFIGHTERS SEE THAT 

YOU ARE CAPABLE OF DOING A JOB, THAT SOLVES A LOT OF 

THE PROBLEMS RIGHT OFF THE TOP.  

LIEUTENANT JANUARY WESTON JOINED THE DEPARTMENT 

SHORTLY AFTER FIREFIGHTER SWINT.  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

NOT.  

YOU DO HAVE A LITTLE MORE PRESSURE ON YOU IF YOU 

ARE A PERSON OF COLOR OR IF YOU ARE A WOMAN, YOU 

TEND TO STAND OUT. AND WHETHER -- WHETHER IT'S REAL, I 

DON'T KNOW THAT IT IS ANYMORE, BUT AT THE TIME SHE 

CAME IN, IT CERTAINLY WAS.  

OF THE 1,032 FIREFIGHTERS IN THE AUSTIN FIRE 

DEPARTMENT, 37 ARE WOMEN. THAT'S 4% OF THE FORCE.  

I DON'T THINK PERSONALLY MY COMING IN BEING THE FIRST 

BLACK WOMAN IS SUCH A BIG DEAL. I MEAN, JUST 

HAPPENED. I THINK THAT THAT IS A BIG DEAL TO HAVE 

WOMEN IN THESE POSITIONS THAT'S TRADITIONALLY MALE 

DOMINATED.  

DRINKING A COKE, WEARING SUNGLASSES, DRINKING A 

COKE, SOMEBODY SCREWED UP THE COFFEE. IT'S A GOOD 

DAY. I DIDN'T HAVE A CHANCE TO WORK PERSONALLY WITH 

BETTY DIRECTLY, BUT I CAN TELL YOU OVER THE LAST 

COUPLE OF YEARS, EVERY TIME WE CAME UP WITH A 

CHALLENGE, A TRAINING CHALLENGE OR AN ADDITIONAL 

NEED, AND I ASKED -- I ASKED CHIEF OR THE ASSISTANT 

CHIEF, YOU KNOW, WHAT CAN WE DO, THEY SAID WELL ONE 

OF THE THINGS THAT WE CAN DO IS SEND HER OR SENDS 

HIM TO BETTY. AND BETTY CAN HELP THINGS GET DONE. 



THAT'S THE KIND OF FIREFIGHTER AND KIND OF CIVIL 

SERVANT SHE'S BEEN HER ENTIRE CAREER. MY HONOR AND 

PLEASURE TO KNOW THAT SHE'S BEEN A MEMBER OF OUR 

FIRE DEPARTMENT AND WISH HER THE VERY BEST, THANK 

YOU.  

LIEUTENANT JANUARY WESSON. JAN.  

YOU KNOW, I WAS THINKING ABOUT WHAT I WAS GOING TO 

SAY WHEN I CAME HERE TODAY BECAUSE I THOUGHT, YOU 

KNOW, THE FIRST TIME I MET BETTY WAS IN 1976. SHE WAS 

MY ADVISOR IN COLLEGE. I WENT TO HER BASICALLY WITH 

ALL OF MY CLASSES ALREADY PLANNED OUT, TOOK IT TO 

HER, SHE SAID YEAH THAT LOOKS GOOD, SENT ME ON MY 

WAY. LITTLE DID I KNOW FOR THE NEXT 30 YEARS SHE WAS 

GOING TO BE MY ADVISOR. AND DIDN'T GO SO EASY EVERY 

TIME I WENT TO HER FOR ADVICE IS THAT FIRST TIME WHEN 

SHE SAID YEAH, IT LOOKS GOOD, BUT THAT'S WHAT I REALLY 

APPRECIATE ABOUT YOU, BETTY. IS THAT YOU HAVE 

ALWAYS GIVEN ME THE HONEST TRUTH, WHATEVER I HAVE 

TAKEN TO YOU, YOU DIDN'T ALWAYS GIVE ME THE ANSWER 

THAT -- THAT MAYBE I WANTED TO HEAR. BUT YOU TOLD ME 

THE TRUTH. AND I'M GOING TO MISS YOU FOR THAT AS A 

FRIEND AND THAT CAPACITY AS MY ADVISOR AND ADVISOR 

TO MANY FEWER FIGHTERS IN THE AUSTIN FIRE 

DEPARTMENT. BUT I KNOW THAT I HAVE -- THAT I CAN PICK 

UP AND CALL YOU BUT IT'S NOT QUITE THE SAME AS HAVING 

YOU RIGHT THERE ON A SHIFT BASIS. YOU ARE VERY, VERY 

DESERVING OF THIS AND I -- I LOVE YA AND I'M PROUD OF 

YOU AND I'M PROUD TO BE YOUR FRIEND. [ APPLAUSE ] AND 

YOU CAN'T HAVE A RETIREMENT CEREMONY WITHOUT 

HAVING THE CHIEF COME UP. CHIEF, J.J. ADAME.  

UNFORTUNATELY I DIDN'T GET AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORK 

WITH BETTY OR MEET WITH HER VERY MUCH AS I WAS 

COMING INTO THE ORGANIZATION, BETTY DECIDED THAT 

SHE WAS GOING TO RETIRE FROM THE AUSTIN FIRE 

DEPARTMENT. ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS THAT I TRIED DO 

OBVIOUSLY WAS TALK HER OUT OF IT. BUT SHE WAS -- SHE 

WAS READY -- TO TAKE HER RETIREMENT AND MOVE ON 

WITH HER LIFE. BEFORE I CAME HERE AND SINCE HER 

RETIREMENT I ASKED AROUND ABOUT BETTY AND HER 

PERFORMANCE AS AN AUSTIN AUSTIN FIREFIGHTER. 



CONSISTENTLY THE WORD THAT I RECEIVED OR THE 

DESCRIPTORS WERE OUTSTANDING, STEADY, A SOLID 

PERFORMER, SOMEBODY THAT YOU CAN COUNT ON ON. I 

WILL ADD ONE MORE DESCRIPTOR THAT THE MANAGER SAID 

SHE WAS A ROLE MODEL. SHE IS A ROLE MODEL FOR A 

FIREFIGHTER. IF THERE'S A PERSON THAT I WOULD LIKE TO 

SEE COME INTO THIS ORGANIZATION IT'S A PERSON LIKE 

BETTY. WE ARE BETTER ORGANIZATION BECAUSE SHE CAME 

OUR WAY. WE ARE A BETTER ORGANIZATION BECAUSE SHE 

WORKED FOR THE AUSTIN FIRE DEPARTMENT. THE CITY'S 

BETTER BECAUSE BETTY WAS ONE OF OUR FIREFIGHTERS. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR EVERYTHING THAT YOU HAVE 

DONE FOR THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN AND I CERTAINLY WISH 

YOU THE BEST IN WHATEVER YOU DECIDE TO DO THE NEXT 

CHAPTER YOUR LIFE. THANK YOU, BETTY. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: WE ARE A LOGISTICAL MOMENT HERE, I THINK THAT 

WE HAVE RESOLVED IT. COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ. 

THERE'S A TRADITION WHEN COUNCILMEMBERS LEAVE TO 

RECOGNIZE THEIR STAFF WHO HAS HELPED THEM ACHIEVE 

EVERYTHING REALLY THAT THEY HAVE ACHIEVED DURING 

THEIR TIME ON THE COUNCIL AND I WAS ASKING IF I WAS 

GOING TO HAVE A CHANCE TO TALK ABOUT ALL OF THOSE 

THINGS THAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED, BUT THAT COMES LATER I 

GUESS. JUST THIS MEETING ALONE HAS BEEN AN 

IMPRESSIVE SORT OF MEETING, YOU KNOW, IF YOU LOOK AT 

EVERYTHING THAT'S BEEN ACCOMPLISHED AND IT'S BEEN 

AN HONOR TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY IN THIS CAPACITY 

AND SIX YEARS -- SEEMS LIKE A LONG TIME. GOOD ENOUGH 

TIME, I THINK, TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND I WANT TO 

THANK EVERYBODY FOR THEIR SUPPORT TO ALLOW ME THIS 

PRIVILEGE TO -- TO HAVE A SAY IN SUCH IMPORTANT 

DECISIONS ON YOUR BEHALF. AND I THINK THERE ARE A LOT 

OF POSITIVE THINGS THAT HAVE COME OUT OF THAT AND -- 

AND WE -- YOU KNOW WHEN I STARTED ON THE COUNCIL, I -- 

I WAS A -- I WAS A SINGLE GUY AND DIDN'T HAVE A 

GIRLFRIEND OR ANYTHING. BUT AT THAT TIME NOW I'M 

MARRIED AND HAVE A BABY, SHE'LL BE TWO LATER THIS 

MONTH. AND I WANT TO RECOGNIZE THEM AND THANK THEM 

FOR ALL OF THEIR SUPPORT. [ APPLAUSE ] THEY HAVE BEEN 

GREAT -- FAMILIES IS A GREAT THING. THAT'S BEEN A GREAT 

EXPERIENCE. I -- I LOVE YOU BOTH VERY MUCH, I WANT TO 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. BUT I WANTED TO TALK TO 

MY -- ABOUT FAMILY A LITTLE BIT BECAUSE THE STAFF TO A 

CERTAIN DEGREE BECOMES LIKE YOUR FAMILY. ESPECIALLY 

THE CASE OF -- OF VERONICA, MY AIDE AND ELAINE, THEY 

HAVE BEEN WITH ME THE WHOLE TIME THAT I HAVE BEEN ON 

THE CITY COUNCIL, ALL SIX YEARS. SO IT IS -- THEY ARE LIKE 

FAMILY TO ME AS WELL AS THE INTERNS AS WELL WHO 

HAVE HELPED US OUT, YOU KNOW, THROUGHOUT THAT 

TIME. BUT IT'S -- BUT IT'S AN -- IT'S AN INCREDIBLY FAST 

PACED ENVIRONMENT THAT YOU HAVE TO -- TO LEARN TO 

OPERATE UNDER WHEN YOU ARE FIELDING E-MAILS AND 

CALLS FROM CONSTITUENTS ABOUT ANY NUMBER OF 

PROBLEMS THEY MIGHT HAVE. OFTENTIMES THEY ARE NOT 

EVEN PROBLEMS THAT THE CITY HAS ANY CONTROL OVER, 

BUT THEY -- THEY CALL YOU ANYWAY AND SO YOU TRY TO 

DO WHAT YOU CAN AND I REALLY APPRECIATE WHAT THEY 

HAVE ALL DONE TO HELP US SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

BETTER BECAUSE -- BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT, YOU KNOW, 

THAT'S PART OF THE REASON THAT WE ARE HERE IS TO -- IS 

TO HELP PEOPLE IMPROVE THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

HOWEVER WE CAN DO THAT, THAT'S THE APPROACH THAT 

WE HAVE TRIED TO TAKE AND I WANT TO THANK ALL MY 

STAFF MEMBERS, I WILL BE RECOGNIZING THEM 

INDIVIDUALLY IN A LITTLE BIT, BUT IT'S -- IT'S A -- EVERYBODY 

THINKS THAT WHEN YOU WORK ON CITY COUNCIL IT'S GOING 

TO BE ALL SEXY, ALL PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES AND I GET TO 

HAVE ALL OF THESE GREAT PUBLIC POLICY DISCUSSIONS 

AND THAT DOES HAPPEN, BUT THERE'S A LOT OF JUST 

TECHNICAL WORK, JUST A LOT OF -- A LOT OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE WORK THAT HAS TO HAPPEN IN ORDER TO 

GET TO THE POINT WHERE YOU CAN HAVE YOUR POLICY 

DISCUSSIONS AND TO ACTUALLY ADDRESS THE KINDS OF OF 

ISSUES THAT THE COMMUNITY IS COMING TO YOU FOR 

ASSISTANCE AND AGAIN I WANT TO THANK ALL OF MY STAFF 

MEMBERS. BUT I WANT TO START WITH -- WITH VERONICA 

BRISENO LONE LARA WHO AGAIN STARTED WITH ME WHEN I 

FIRST CAME ON BOARD AND ACTUALLY BOTH VERONICA AND 

ELAINE I GUESS WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE CITY 

MANAGER'S OFFICE, SO I DON'T KNOW THAT JESUS 

APPRECIATED THAT ALL THAT MUCH. BUT I REALLY, YOU 

KNOW, APPRECIATED, YOU KNOW, WHAT THEY BROUGHT TO 

THE TABLE IN TERMS OF -- THEIR FAMILIARITY WITH THE 



CITY, I THINK THAT'S IMPORTANT AS A PERSON WHO HAD 

ALMOST NO FAMILIARITY WITH THE CITY WHEN I FIRST 

STARTED OTHER THAN DEVELOPMENT, LAND USE PLANNING 

AND ZONING AND TRANSPORTATION, INFRASTRUCTURE 

TYPE OF ISSUES THAT -- THE CITY IS VASTLY -- THE WORK 

THE CITY DOES JUST COVERS SO MANY DIFFERENT AREAS 

AND SO AGAIN IT'S VERY HELPFUL TO HAVE A STAFF WHO -- 

WHO WILL -- WHO WAS FAMILIAR, YOU KNOW, WITH THE 

LANDSCAPE AND -- AND VERONICA WE RECOGNIZED HER A 

FEW MONTHS AGO, SHE WAS JUST MARRIED HERSELF, SO 

WE BOTH DURING THIS TIME HAVE FOUND THAT SPECIAL 

SOMEONE, ARE IN A SPECIAL PLACE NOW IN OUR LIVES. SHE 

HAS -- ABOUT A MONTH AGO MOVED ON TO -- TO A JOB 

WITHIN THE CITY SYSTEM. AND I DO WISH HER WELL, YOU 

KNOW, WITH THAT. TO SERVE THE PUBLIC, ALL OF OUR 

EMPLOYEES ARE HERE TO SERVE THE PUBLIC. I WANT TO 

READ THIS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD FOR HER SIX 

YEARS OF SERVICE AS A COUNCIL AIDE IN THE OFFICE OF 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ, DESERVING OF PUBLIC 

ACLAIM AND RECOGNITION, VERONICA SHOWED A SINCERE 

DEDICATION TO PUBLIC SERVICE THROUGHOUT HER TIME AT 

CITY HALL, WORKED CLOSELY WITH A BROAD SPECTRUM OF 

AUSTIN RESIDENTS, HELPED ADDRESS MANY SIGNIFICANT 

CONSTITUENT NEEDS AND HELPED TACKLE DIFFICULT 

PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES SHE MANAGED THE IMMENSE 

WORKLOAD AND THE INTENSE PACE WITH A GREAT DEAL OF 

INTEGRITY AND PROFESSIONALISM THROUGH HER HARD 

WORK AND COMMITMENT SHE MADE OUR CITY A BETTER 

PLACE AND THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED IN 

RECOGNITION THEREOF THIS 8th DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR 

2006 AND IT'S SIGNED BY OUR MAYOR, WILL WYNN. THANK 

YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] PART OF THE TRADITION OF 

COUNCILMEMBERS GIVING THEIR STAFF PROCLAMATIONS, 

THE STAFF GETS TO SAY A FEW WORDS FOR THE FIRST 

TIME, IN MY CASE IN SIX YEARS. I PROMISE YOU I HAVEN'T 

BEEN TAKING NOTES SO IT WON'T BE THAT LONG. IT HAS 

BEEN A GREAT SIX YEARS, I HAVE LEARNED QUITE A BIT 

WORKING FOR THE COUNCILMEMBER, WORKING WITH SO 

MANY DIFFERENT PEOPLE. I HAVE BEEN VERY BLESSED. I 

HAVE HAD VERY MANY PEOPLE COME INTO MY LIFE THAT 

HAVE LED ME IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, GUIDED ME ALONG 

THE WAY, MY PARENTS FIRST OF ALL, MY FATHER HIMSELF 



DEDICATED HIMSELF TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT. THAT -- THAT 

EXPOSED ME EARLY ON AND I'VE CONTINUED IN THAT -- IN 

HIS FOOTSTEPS. MY MOTHER ALSO HAS BEEN A GUIDING 

FORCE FOR ME. AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK TOBY 

FUTRELL, THE FIRST PERSON THAT HIRED ME AT THE CITY 

OF AUSTIN AS HER INTERN EIGHT YEARS AGO AND I THANK 

HER FOR GIVING ME THAT OPPORTUNITY. AND THEN DEPUTY 

CITY MANAGER JOE CANALES HIRED ME SHORTLY AFTER 

THAT TO WORK FOR HIM AS HIS COORDINATOR. THANK YOU, 

JOE. THERE'S SO MANY PEOPLE THAT I HAVE MET IN THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN AND IN THE COMMUNITY THAT HAVE BEEN 

SUCH A GUIDING FORCE, A HUGE HELP, FRIENDS AND 

MENTORS, I THANK EVERYBODY. I HAVE ENJOYED WORKING 

WITH THE COUNCILMEMBERS, CURRENT AND PREVIOUS CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS, BEING A COUNCILMEMBER IS A NEVER 

ENDING AND THANKLESS JOB AND THEY ARE ALL 

COMMITTED TO MAKING THE CITY A BETTER PLACE, I THANK 

THEM FOR THAT AS A CONSTITUENT OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN. 

I HAVE ENJOYED WORKING WITH THE COUNCIL STAFF. 

EVERYONE BRINGS SOMETHING UNIQUE TO THE TABLE, I 

HAVE LEARNED SOMETHING FOR EACH AND EVERY PERSON 

THAT'S COME THROUGH CITY HALL THAT I HAVE WORKED 

WITH, SO THANK YOU. I HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF 

WORKING MOST CLOSELY WITH THE OTHER COUNCIL AIDES. 

I COUNTED TODAY I HAVE WORKED WITH 21 AIDES, I HAVE 

PROBABLY FORGOTTEN A FEW, I GOT TIRED. I'M NOT GOING 

TO NAME THEM ALL, BUT I HAVE ALSO LEARNED QUITE A BIT 

FROM EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM. THEY SHARE THE 

PASSION THAT THEIR COUNCILMEMBERS HAVE FOR 

MEETING THE CITY A BETTER PLACE. THEY DO A GREAT JOB 

AT IT. I KNOW THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. I HAVE 

WORKED MOST CLOSELY WITH OUR INTERNAL OFFICE, I 

GUESS THAT I HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR RAUL TOO LONG 

BECAUSE I ALSO CONSIDER THEM FAMILY. THOSE ARE 

NOTES THAT I WROTE, TOO. THEY HAVE BEEN FAMILY. 

DURING THE PAST SIX YEARS, WE HAVE SEEN A FEW MOVES 

INTO HOUSES AND OFFICES, WE HAVE HAD TWO WEDDINGS, 

NO DIVORCES THANK GOODNESS. WE'VE HAD A FEW 

FUNERALS. WE HAVE ALWAYS WELCOMED SOPHIA INTO THE 

WORLD, WHO IS AROUND HERE SOMEWHERE. RIGHT THERE. 

WE HAVE WATCHED ELAINE'S BOYS GROW INTO YOUNG 

RESPECTABLE MEN AND WE HAVE WATCHED ALYSSA, WHO 



IS ALSO HERE IN THE MIDDLE, GROW INTO A YOUNG LITTLE 

LADY. WE HAVE BEEN VERY CLOSE. WE HAVE ALSO BEEN 

VERY LUCKY TO HAVE 10 INTERNS WORK IN OUR OFFICE, I 

THINK THAT IS A RECORD. WE HAVE ERICA BARASSAS, 

JAVIER, TOMMY, I THINK STEVEN, I THINK THEY ARE GOING 

TO BE RECOGNIZED SHORTLY. BUT THEY ALSO WORKED 

VERY HARD IN OUR OFFICE. I HOPE THAT THEY WALK AWAY 

WITH SOMETHING AND LEARN SOMETHING FROM RAUL. 

EVEN IF IT WAS WHAT NOT TO DO, BUT I HOPE THIS DID 

LEARN SOMETHING WHILE WORKING FOR US. LISA CLIFTON 

WAS IN OUR OFFICE FOR A MONTH WHEN I LEFT, I WOULD 

LIKE TO THANK HER FOR JOINING OUR TEAM, FILLING FOR 

ELAINE WHEN ELAINE FILLED IN FOR ME, I APPRECIATE THAT. 

ELAINE I HAVE WORKED WITH FOR SIX YEARS NOW, BEEN A 

CO-WORKER AND A FRIEND, WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH A LOT 

PROFESSIONALLY AND PERSONALLY, SHE HAS A KIND AND 

GIVING HEART, A WILLINGNESS TO WORK. SHE'S ALWAYS 

DONE WHAT SHE CAN DO TO MAKE THINGS FLOW SMOOTHLY 

IN OUR OFFICE, AND I APPRECIATE THAT AND I KNOW RAUL 

APPRECIATES THAT. WHEN YOU COME INTO OUR OFFICE, 

SHE'S ALWAYS THERE TO GREET YOU WITH A SMILE. WHICH 

IS A GOOD WAY TO START THE DAY. SHE'S THE GLUE THAT 

KEEPS OUR OFFICE TOGETHER. THANK YOU. RAUL, I DON'T 

OFTEN GET TO TALK ABOUT RAUL PUBLICLY. [LAUGHTER] 

RAUL SEVERAL TIMES WHEN HE SPEAKS HAS REFERRED TO 

THE NATIVE AMERICAN TOOECHING THAT SAYS YOU SHOULD 

ALWAYS CONSIDER THE IMPACT OF YOUR DECISIONS ON 

THE 7th GENERATION TO COME. I BELIEVE THAT HE FOLLOWS 

THAT TEACHING IN THE VOTES THAT HE MAKES ON THE 

DAIS. HE WEIGHS EVERY POSSIBLE OUTCOME, LISTENS TO 

EVERY POSSIBLE VOICE THAT HE CAN, OFTEN LENDS A 

VOICE TO THOSE THAT MAY NOT HAVE A VOICE. I 

APPRECIATE THAT AND I RESPECT THEM FOR THAT. I HAVE 

REALLY ENJOYED WORKING FOR HIM. AND FINALLY, I HAVE 

TO MENTION MY HUSBAND. FOR A WHOLE THREE MONTHS 

NOW. WE ARE WORKING ON FOUR. I MET HIM BECAUSE OF 

THIS JOB. I MET HIM AT A MAC BOARD MEETING. IF HE WERE 

UP HERE, HE WOULD BE QUICK TO POINT OUT HE ASKED ME 

OUT, I SAID NO. THREE QUARTERS LATER I ASKED HIM OUT, 

EVER SINCE HE'S BEEN BY MY SIDE, A COMPANION AT ALL OF 

THE EVENTS, FESTIVITIES, NEVER COMPLAINED WHEN THE 

PHONES RANK DURING DINNER OR ON A SATURDAY AT THE 



MALL. HE'S BEEN VERY SUPPORTIVE WHEN I'VE HAD TO 

WORK NIGHTS, WORK ON WEEKENDS, RARELY BY 

OCCASIONALLY. ALWAYS BEEN THERE FOR ME. MOSTLY HE'S 

BEEN THERE AT 2:00 IN THE MORNING WHEN I COME HOME 

ON A THURSDAY NIGHT WAITING FOR ME AND WILL SIT 

THERE AND LISTEN TO ME TALK ABOUT MY DAY. THAT TAKES 

A LOT, SO THANK YOU. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH, I'M NOT 

GOING FAR. ALTHOUGH SOME PEOPLE CONSIDER EAST 183 

FAR, BUT I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH JEFF THE 

DIRECTOR OF DSMBR AND THE FAMILY THERE. I'M LOOKING 

FORWARD TO MY EXPERIENCES THERE. I DO THANK RAUL 

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK FOR HIM AND I KNOW THE 

PASS -- THE PLACE 2 FAMILY WILL CROSS AGAIN IN THE 

FUTURE, THANK YOU.  

Alvarez: THANK YOU, GOOD LUCK TO YOU IN THIS NEXT 

UNDERTAKING THAT -- THAT THAT'S MY DAUGHTER THERE. I 

WANT TO RECOGNIZE NOW ELAINE DIAZ, MY EXECUTIVE 

SECRETARY, THE GLUE IN OUR OFFICE AND I THINK BOTH OF 

THEM SERVE TO KIND OF AS THE GLUE FOR OUR OFFICE 

AND TRY TO -- TO MAKE SEWER THAT I -- MAKE SURE THAT I 

MAYBE TRY TO MAKE SURE THAT I STICK TO WHAT IT IS THAT 

I NEED TO BE DOING. BUT THEY WERE, YOU KNOW, FOLKS 

THAT YOU YOU COULD COUNT ON, VERY DEPENDABLE, I 

REALLY APPRECIATE EVERYTHING -- EVERYTHING THAT 

THEY HAVE DONE TO MAKE YOU ARE OFFICE RATE IN AN 

EFFICIENT MANNER AND ELAINE, AGAIN I'M VERY IMPRESSED 

AND INSPIRED BY HER, WHAT SHE'S ABLE TO DO, YOU KNOW, 

BECAUSE SHE HAS -- YOU KNOW, HER HUSBAND AND KIDS 

AND NOW BEING A FATHER MYSELF I SEE HOW DIFFICULT IT 

IS TO -- TO MANAGE ALL OF YOUR PROFESSIONAL DUTIES 

AND YOUR PERSONAL LIFE AND THAT'S JUST HAVING ONE 

SMALL CHILD AND SO -- SO ANYWAY REALLY A -- AGAIN, 

THANK YOU ELAINE FOR -- FOR BEING AS COMMITTED AS 

YOU HAVE BEEN TO THE JOB AND BECAUSE I KNOW THERE'S 

A LOT OF -- A LOT OF THINGS THAT -- THAT COULD -- THAT 

COULD HAVE USED, YOU KNOW, THE ATTENTION AND BUT 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH 

WORKING IN OUR OFFICE AND SO I WANT TO READ THIS 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD, ALSO. FOR HER SIX YEARS 

OF SERVICE AS AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ, ELAINE DIAZ IS 



DESERVING OF PUBLIC ACCLAIM AND COMMUNITY 

RECOGNITION. ELAINE SERVED AS A WELCOMING PRESENCE 

IN OUR OFFICE AND ALWAYS SERVED OUR CONSTITUENTS 

WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT. SHE WORKED CLOSELY WITH A 

BROAD SPECTRUM OF AUSTIN RESIDENTS AND PROVIDED 

ASSISTANCE TO HUNDREDS OF CONSTITUENTS WITH 

REQUESTS BOTH LARGE AND SMALL, SHE MANAGED THE 

FAST PACE AND UNPREDICTABLE ENVIRONMENT AT CITY 

HALL, EFFECTIVELY, WHILE KEEPING A POSITIVE ATTITUDE 

AND HER GOOD HUMOR THROUGH OUR HARD WORK AND 

COMMITMENT SHE MADE OUR CITY A BETTER PLACE. THIS 

CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED IN RECOGNITION THEREOF THIS 

8th DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR 2006 AND IT'S SIGNED BY -- BY 

MAYOR WILL WYNN. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

OKAY, UNLIKE VERONICA, I DON'T HAVE LIKE THE LONG 

SPEECH, BUT I DID HAVE A LITTLE SMALL LIST OF CERTAIN 

PEOPLE HAS I WANTED TO THANKS. FIRST OF ALL -- I WANT 

TO THANK MY FAMILY. MY HUSBAND. MY DAUGHTER ALYSSA, 

ONE OF MY SONS CHRISTOPHER WHO IS HERE, THEY ARE 

ALL SITTING OVER THERE. I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING, WHEN I CAME HOME 

GRUMPY AT TIMES AFTER A HARD DAY'S WORK DOING 

MAILOUT AFTER MAILOUT AFTER MAILOUT. MY PARENTS AND 

SIBLINGS FOR ALWAYS BEING THERE FOR ME. I LOVE YOU 

ALL. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, RAUL OR BOSS IS WHAT I 

CALL HIM, FOR HAVING THE CONFIDENCE IN ME AND GIVING 

ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE A PART OF THE PLACE 2 

FAMILY, UNLIKE MY FAMILY THEY HAVE BEEN FAMILY TO ME, 

ALSO. THIS HAS BEEN AN EXPERIENCE THAT I WILL NEVER 

FORGET. VERONICA -- IT'S BEEN HARD TRYING TO FAILURE 

SHOES, YOU HAD A VERY TOUGH JOB. I COMMEND YOU FOR 

ALL OF THE WORK THAT YOU HAVE DONE. I ALSO THANK YOU 

FOR BEING A GREAT FRIEND AND A CO-WORKER. SAL IS A 

VERY LUCKY MAN TO HAVE YOU BY HIS SIDE. ALL OF OUR 

POLICE 2 INTERNS, OF COURSE, ALL 10 OF THEM, I THINK, OF 

COURSE SOME OF THEM ARE HERE, NOT ALL OF THEM, 

FROM OUR LONGEST INTERN JAVIER TO THE LAST TOMMY, 

THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING US WITH YOUR SUPPORT OVER 

THE LAST SIX YEARS. LISA, I APPRECIATE WHAT YOU HAVE 

DONE AND COMING INTO OUR OFFICE. WITH SUCH SHORT 

NOTICE, SO THANK YOU FOR COMING IN FILLING IN MY 



SHOES, I WISH YOU AND YOUR NEW BABY AND YOUR FAMILY 

ALL THE HAPPINESS. MAYOR, COUNCIL, STAFF, CITY 

MANAGER TOBY, THE AGENDA OFFICE, PIO, CITY CLERKS, 

THANK YOU, IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE WORKING WITH YOU 

ALL AND A SPECIAL THANKS GOES OUT TO LINDA FERRELL 

FOR ALSO HELPING US WITH MAILOUT AFTER MAILOUT. 

FROM BEHIND THE SCENES, OUR CITY HALL TECHS FOR ALL 

OF THEIR HARD WORK THEY PROVIDE TO MEET OUR NEEDS 

AND SPECIAL THANKS GOES OUT TO KAY FOR ALL OF HER 

SUPPORT TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL. AND LAST I WOULD LIKE 

TO THANK THE GOOD LORD UP ABOVE FOR BLESSING ME 

WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH SUCH WONDERFUL 

PEOPLE WITHIN THIS GREAT CITY OF AUSTIN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, ELAINE, THANK YOU LEWIS AND THE FAMILY 

FOR BEING PATIENT WITH US ON MANY OCCASIONS, BEING 

UNDERSTANDING. NEXT I WANT TO THANK A PERSON THAT'S 

BEEN WITH US ALMOST TWO MONTHS, MAYBE SIX WEEKS. 

SHE CAME IN TO HELP US OUT DURING THIS TRANSITION 

PERIOD. IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE WORKING WITH HER, LISA IF 

YOU WARRANT TO COME DOWN AND WE -- IF YOU WANT TO 

COME DOWN, WE BORROWED HER I THINK FROM AUSTIN 

ENERGY. SO THANKS TO AUSTIN ENERGY AND JUAN GARZA 

FOR LENDING HER TO US. BUT SHE CAME IN AND WAS ABLE 

TO REALLY CONTRIBUTE TO WHAT WE HAD GOING ON AT 

THE TIME. AND I KNOW CITY MANAGER WILL TELL YOU THAT 

WE HAD A LOT GOING ON THESE LAST COUPLE OF MONTHS. 

AND SHE GOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE -- SOME OF THOSE 

MAILOUTS UPON MAILOUTS UPON MAILOUTS AND I THINK 

WHAT THIS INDICATES IS THAT WE MIGHT NEED TO UP OUR 

POSTAGE, PRINTING AND POSTAGE BUDGET FOR OUR 

OFFICE. BUT THAT'S A WAY THAT WE -- THAT WE 

COMMUNICATE WITH THE PUBLIC IS BY ENDING OUT 

INFORMATION AND SO I APPRECIATE ALL -- EVERYBODY'S 

HELP WITH COMMUNICATING AND CONVEYING THAT 

INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC BUT SHE HAS BEEN A GREAT 

ASSET FOR THE TIME SHE'S BEEN HERE. I WANT TO READ 

THIS CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION. FOR HER SERVICE 

AND COMMITMENT TO THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN DURING HER 

TENURE AS INTERIM SECRETARY IN THE OFFICE OF 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, LISA CLIFTON IS 

DESERVEDESERVING OF PUBLIC ACCLAIM AND 



RECOGNITION. SHE EFFECTIVELY MANAGED NUMEROUS 

ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES AND PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE 

IN SERVING OUR CONSTITUENTS. THROUGH HER HARD 

WORK AND COMMITMENT, SHE ENABLED THE 

COUNCILMEMBER'S OFFICE TO CONTINUE RUNNING 

SMOOTHLY THROUGH THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS OF OUR 

TERM. THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED IN RECOGNITION 

THEREOF THIS 8th DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR 2006 IT'S 

SIGNED BY OUR MAYOR, WILL WYNN. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Alvarez: OKAY, WE HAVE A FEW OF OUR INTERNS HERE. 

AGAIN, INTERNS IN OUR OFFICE PLAY A VERY IMPORTANT 

ROLE AND LIKE I MENTIONED BEFORE, A LOT OF TIMES YOU 

HAVE FOLKS AGAIN WHO WANT TO GET ENGAGED IN PUBLIC 

POLICY DEBATES AND -- AND THAT'S NOT ALWAYS POSSIBLE. 

BUT I -- BUT WHAT SUPPORT OUR INTERNS HAVE PROVIDED 

US HELPED US TO -- TO MOVE FORWARD AND THEN BE 

SUCCESSFUL IN THE VARIOUS PUBLIC POLICY AREAS AND 

THE VARIOUS ACTION ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES AND 

PROGRAMS THAT WE HAVE SUPPORTED. SO WE COULDN'T 

HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT THEIR SUPPORT AND I'M REAL 

HAPPY TO SEE SEVERAL OF THOSE -- OF OUR INTERNS 

FROM THROUGHOUT THE LAST SIX YEARS, BUT I WANTED TO 

FIRST CALL UP OUR CURRENT OR MAYBE ALL OF YOU ALL 

SHOULD COME DOWN AND WE WILL RECOGNIZE ALL OF YOU, 

BUT I'M GOING TO READ THIS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

AWARD, IT HAS SIMILAR -- SIMILAR LANGUAGE FOR EACH 

INTERN, THEN I WILL RECOGNIZE THEM BY NAME. IT SAYS 

FOR HIS OR HER UNTIRING SERVICE AND COMMITMENT FOR 

THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN DURING THEIR TENURE AS 

DEDICATED INTERN IN THE OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ, OUR INTERNS ARE DESERVING THE PUBLIC 

ACCLAIM AND RECOGNITION, TOMMY AND OTHER INTERNS 

EFFECTIVELY MANAGE NUMEROUS ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 

AND PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE, THROUGH OUR HARD 

WORK AND COMMITMENT THEY MADE OUR CITY A BETTER 

PLACE, THESE CERTIFICATES ARE PRESENTED IN 

RECOGNITION THEREOF THIS 8th DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR 

2006, SO THIS FIRST ONE IS FOR -- FOR THOMAS -- TOMMY 

DIAZ. JAVIER THE NEXT PERSON, WITH OUR OFFICE FOR 



THREE AND A HALF YEARS, THANK YOU, JAVIER -- [ 

APPLAUSE ] ERICA MICHELLE CALDERON, WAS WITH US 

ALSO, BUT IS NOT HERE TODAY, I BELIEVE. YEAH, THERE 

WERE TWO ERICA, THAT ERICA IS NOT HERE TODAY. BEN 

MALL DID A IN MALDANADO, WORKED WITH US FOR A 

COUPLE OF SUMMERS, GATE TO WORK WITH BEN, GREAT, 

HIS FIRE IS CHIEF THAT LEFT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, IS THE 

STATE FIRE MARSHAL BUT WE WANT TO THANK THEM, ALSO. 

BECKY McNIGHT, I WANT TO THANK HER. I HEARD SHE'S 

MOVING ON TO THE L.B.J. SCHOOL, SO CONGRATULATIONS 

TO HER. CINDY MEDINA, ALSO, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK FOR 

HER SERVICE AND -- AND LIZETTE, AS WELL. WE HAVE A 

COUPLE MORE, A COUPLE HERE YET TO BE RECOGNIZED, 

STEVEN TORRES I WANT TO RECOGNIZE FOR HIS SERVICE 

TO THE COMMUNITY. THANK YOU, STEVEN. [ APPLAUSE ] AND 

STEVEN IS VERY ACTIVE WITH SEVERAL U.T. PROJECTS AND 

-- AND WE HAVE BEEN WORKING TOGETHER ON DIFFERENT 

INITIATIVES, EVEN AFTER HE LEFT OUR OFFICE. I WANT TO 

THANK HIM FOR HIS COMMITMENT AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

COMMUNITY EVEN OUTSIDE OF HIS WORK WITH OUR OFFICE. 

AND WE HAVE -- WE HAVE FRANCES VALDEZ, SPECIFICALLY 

HERE FOR FRANCES, AND -- AND WE HAD A CERTIFICATE 

FOR ERICA -- I'M SORRY, THAT WAS THE FIRST ERICA, SO 

ERICA TERRAZAS HERE WITH US, THANK YOU FOR TAKING 

TIME. [ APPLAUSE ] AGAIN I WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR 

BEING HERE, TAKING THE TIME OUT TO COME ON THIS -- ON 

OUR LAST MEETING HERE OFFICIALLY AS -- AS A -- AS 

REPRESENTING THE COMMUNITY. BUT I WANT TO THANK 

YOU WITH YOUR HELP IN MAKING SURE THAT WE DO A GOOD 

JOB OF REPRESENTING THE COMMUNITY AND BEST OF LUCK 

TO ALL OF YOU IN THE FUTURE. I THINK THAT'S IT. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: THANK YOU ALL. NOW OUR MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY 

THOMAS TO THANK YOU HIS STAFF.  

THAT'S A TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW, BUT I WOULD SAY THANK 

YOU, IT'S A BLESSING HERE IN AUSTIN, I WANT TO DO 

SOMETHING FOR MY STAFF. AND MY STAFF WANTED TO 

CHEW ON ME FOR DOING THIS, BUT YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO -- 

THERE'S A SAYING GIVE PEOPLE THEIR FLOWERS WHILE 

THEY'RE LIVING. AND FIRST OF ALL, I WANT TO SAY TO MY 

WIFE THAT'S BEEN WITH ME 34 YEARS AND HAS ALWAYS PUT 



UP WITH ME, PUT UP WITH THE ENDEAVORS THAT I HAVE -- 

GOT HAS PUT ON MY LIFE TO DO, 21 YEARS AS A POLICE 

OFFICER, SIX YEARS ON THE COUNCIL, CUT SHORT A LITTLE 

BIT, BUT WE ARE GOING TO DEAL WITH THAT A LITTLE LATER. 

BUT MY WIFE WOULD YOU PLEASE STAND. SO THAT PEOPLE 

CAN SEE YOU. [APPLAUSE] JANICE THOMAS. SHE WAS MY 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER, DID AN EXCELLENT JOB. I HAVE 

SOMEBODY ELSE SPECIAL HERE TODAY, ON THE CAMPAIGN 

TRAIL WE TALKED ABOUT MY GRANDDAUGHTER AND SHE'S 

STANDING IN THE BACK WITH THE CAMERA, KIANDRA, WAVE 

YOUR HAND, BABY. [ APPLAUSE ] WELL, LET ME GET TO MY 

STAFF. THE FIRST PERSON IN 2000 IN THE MID SUMMER OF 

2000 I MET A YOUNG LADY THAT CAME TO MY OFFICE READY 

TO WORK AS AN EXPERIENCE. AT THAT TIME SHE WAS A 

SUMMER JOB FOR -- FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT. SHE CAME 

IN, SHE HAD A TENACITY ABOUT HER, SHE WANTED TO COME 

TO WORK, SHE WANTED TO BE -- TO KNOW WHAT SHE CAN 

DO FOR COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS AT THE TIME. I'M GOING 

TO ASK DOMINIQUE WASHINGTON. [ APPLAUSE ] IT READS, IT 

SAYS, THE CITY OF AUSTIN DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

FOR SIX YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS INTERN IN THE 

OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS PLACE 6 AND MAYOR 

PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS IS DESERVING OF PERSONAL 

PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY RECOGNITION WHILE ATTENDING 

MANOR HIGH SCHOOL AND THEN THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

STUDENT DOMINIQUE HAS WORKED AT THE CITY HALL AND 

CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED AN EXCELLENCY OF WORK 

ETHICS. SHE IS A YOUNG AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

PROFESSIONAL WHO EXHIBITS MATURITY IN WORKING WITH 

THE PUBLIC AND ANSWERING PHONES AND -- AND 

RESCHEDULING ISSUES -- RESEARCHING ISSUES. THE 

MAYOR PRO TEM DESCRIBES DOMINIQUE AS -- AS DEVOTED, 

AS OBSERVING, M AS MATURE, I AS INTELLIGENT, N AS IN 

NICE, AND I AS IN INDIVIDUAL, AND Q AS IN QUIET, U AS IN 

UNIQUE, AND E AS IN EFFECTIVE, EFFICIENT. I GIVE THIS TO 

DOMINIQUE, SIGNED BY THE MAYOR WILL WYNN, DOMINIQUE 

WATSON. [ APPLAUSE ] YOU HAVE GOT TO SAY SOMETHING.  

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU, THANK YOU TO MY BOSS 

FOR ALLOWING ME TO WORK WITH HIM FOR THE PAST FIVE 

YEARS, FOR THE EXPERIENCE AND FOR THE LEARNING 

ABILITIES. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  



Thomas: THEY HAVE AN EFFECTIVE OFFICE -- AGAIN McGEE IS 

MY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. GWENN, SHE IS A PERSON THAT 

REALLY HAD KEPT ME IN LINE. SHE ONLY ABOUT -- LETTING 

PEOPLE COME INTO OFFICE WITHOUT APPOINTMENTS, BUT I 

BELIEVE IN OPEN DOOR, SHE SAID MAYOR PRO TEM YOU 

HAVE GOT TO DO BETTER THAN THIS. BUT -- BUT I CAN SAY 

TO -- TO GWENN, SHE HAS BEEN REALLY INSPIRATIONAL TO 

ME, KEPT ME IN PRAYER LIKE ALL OF MY STAFF. BUT IT 

READS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD, FOR SERVING AS 

MANAGER OF THE CLOCK, FOR MAYOR PRO TEM, FOR THREE 

YEARS, GWENN McGEE IS DESERVING OF PUBLIC, PERSONAL 

AND PUBLIC COMMUNITY ACCLAIM, GWENN ACCOMPLISHED 

THE -- THE DIFFICULT TASK OF KEEPING THE OFFICE 

FLOWING SMOOTHLY, EVEN WHEN MAYOR PRO TEM WOULD 

ACCEPT VISITORS WHO DIDN'T HAVE AN APPOINTMENT. 

GWEN BROUGHT A SENSE OF INTEGRITY TO THE OFFICE 

AND HONESTY AND RELIABLE ON A DAILY BASIS. THE MAYOR 

PRO TEM I WOULD DESCRIBE GWEN AS G GENUINE, W AS 

WISE, E AS AN EXAMPLE, N AS A -- AS A WOMAN OF GOD, A 

WOMAN OF GOD, GWEN HAS BEEN A BLESSING AND 

INSPIRATION TO ALL. THIS CERTIFICATE PRESENTED IN 

RECOGNITION THIS 8th DAY OF JUNE, 2006, IT IS SIGNED BY 

THE MAYOR, MAYOR WILL WYNN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

OKAY.  

I JUST -- I WOULD JUST LIKE TO THANK THE MAYOR PRO TEM 

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK IN HIS OFFICE AND WORK 

UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP. I HAVE LEARNED A LOT IN THE 

THREE YEARS THAT I HAVE BEEN WITH HIM AND -- AND I'VE 

ENJOYED IT IMMENSELY. I'VE JUST LEARNED A LOT AROUND 

SO I DO APPRECIATE -- AND SO I DO APPRECIATE HIM 

SEEING SOMETHING IN ME, GIVING ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

DO SOMETHING THAT I HAVE NEVER DONE BEFORE 

BECAUSE I WAS ALWAYS WORKED IN FINANCE. HE ALLOWED 

ME TO COME IN AND, YOU KNOW, REDO HIS OFFICE THING 

AND DO IT MY WAY AND I APPRECIATE THAT. AND -- AND SO -- 

SO I'M JUST GRATEFUL FOR THAT. SO AGAIN MAYOR PRO 

TEM I THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING THAT YOU HAVE DONE. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: LAST BUT NOT LEAST, YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO 

HAVE AN EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT. SANDRA CAME INTO MY 



OFFICE FIVE YEARS AGO, AS A RESEARCH ANALYST FIRST, 

THEN BECAME MY EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT. I HAVE BEEN 

BLESSED TO HAVE TWO DIFFERENT SETS OF STAFF AND 

THEY HAVE TRULY BEEN A BLESSING TO ME. THIS TELEVISED 

SERVICE AWARD SAYS FOR FIVE YEARS OF EXTRAORDINARY 

SERVICE TO MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS AND TO THE 

CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, AS A DEDICATED EXECUTIVE 

ASSISTANT. SANDRA J. FRASIER IS DESERVING OF PUBLIC 

ACCLAIM AND COMMUNITY RECOGNITION, SANDRA HAS 

WORKED DILIGENTLY TO SERVE ALL CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, 

THOUGH SUFFERING LOSS SANDRA CONTINUED TO WORK 

ABOVE AND BEYOND HER DUTIES. SHE BECAME 

KNOWLEDGEABLE ON A LARGE VARIETY OF PUBLIC ISSUES, 

WORKED CLOSELY WITH A WIDE DIVERSITY OF CITIZENS AND 

MADE OUR CITY A BETTER PLACE. IF I HAD TO DESCRIBE 

SANDRA, I WOULD SAY WITH S SANDRA SERVANT TO GOD 

AND TO THE PEOPLE, A, AWESOME PERSON, N AS NATURAL, 

D AS DEPENDABLE, R AS REAL CARING, AND A ANOINTED. I 

THANK GOD FOR ALL SANDRA HAS DONE AS AN EXECUTIVE 

ASSISTANT IN THIS OFFICE OF PLACE 6, IN THE OFFICE OF 

MAYOR PRO TEM, I PRESENT THIS ON SANDRA FRASIER IS 

SIGNED BY MAYOR WILL WYNN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

I WAS EXPECTING THIS, SO I HAVE A LITTLE SPEECH. 

[LAUGHTER] ALTHOUGH HUMAN MILL IS A CHRIST-LIKE 

VIRTUE, IT IS NEITHER UNDERSTOOD NOR ADMIRED BY 

WESTERN CULTURES. WE APPRECIATE HUMILITY IN OTHERS 

BUT RARELY WANT IT FOR OURSELVES. IT IS NOT THE 

RESULT OF HAVING LOW SELF-ESTEEM, TRUE HUMANITY 

COMES FROM A PLACE OF STRENGTHS AND INNER PEACE. 

GENUINELY HUMBLE PEOPLE HAVE A DESIRE TO SEEK THE 

WELL-BEING OF OTHERS. AND ARE GENUINELY VERY 

SECURE PEOPLE. THAT'S DANNY THOMAS. HUMANITY IS NOT 

SOMETHING A PERSON MERELY HAS, IT IS WHAT HE WAS 

CALLED TO DO. HE HUMBLY SERVED THE CITIZENS OF 

AUSTIN WITHOUT COMPLAINING, ALWAYS WITH AN OPEN 

HEART AND UNDERSTANDING, AN EYE -- AND I FOR ONE AM 

GRATEFUL THAT HE WAS AND IS OBEDIENT TO GOD AND 

ALLOWED ME TO BE PART OF HIS JOURNEY. I HAVE 

THOROUGHLY ENJOYED WORKING FOR THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

IN THIS CAPACITY, THANK YOU, SIR. TO THAT END I WOULD 

LIKE TO PRESENT YOU WITH A GIFT. [ APPLAUSE ]  



I LOOK LOVE YOU AND APPRECIATE IT. I HAVE KNOWN HIM 

FOR 30 YEARS, HE HAS WORN A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF 

HATS FOR ME IN MY LIFE, AS WELL AS HIS WIFE, I AM 

GRATEFUL THAT I KNOW HIM, THANKS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: BEFORE WE START ON THIS. HE HAS FORGOTTEN A 

KEY STAFF MEMBERS. SOMETIMES THERE'S AN INFORMAL, A 

WOMAN BEHIND THE MAN, BUT THIS WOMAN DOESN'T STAND 

BEHIND ANYBODY, SHE STANDS BESIDE THEM, HEAD UP, 

JANICE COME UP AND SAY SOMETHING ABOUT HER 

HUSBAND. [ APPLAUSE ]  

MY HUSBAND SAYS THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOR HIS 

UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT TO US IS JESUS 

CHRIST. I THANK GOD FOR DANNY THOMAS. I DID NOT WORK 

CLOSELY WITH DANNY ON HIS FIRST TWO CAMPAIGNS. THIS I 

WORKED VERY CLOSELY WITH MY HUSBAND, IT WAS VERY 

EDUCATIONAL TO ME. WE HAVE HEARD MANY 

CONVERSATIONS AND WE ARE SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS, WE 

ARE SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS. BUT THERE WAS NO LOSS. 

WHEN A MAN WILL STAND FOR PRINCIPLES AND STAND FOR 

WHAT IS RIGHT, THERE IS NO LOSS. WHEN -- WHEN MAN'S 

SUCCESS IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM GOD'S SUCCESS. AND 

DANNY STANDS VERY SUCCESSFUL IN THE EYES OF GOD. 

MAN MAY NOT UNDERSTAND, BUT THAT'S OKAY. BUT I WANT 

TO SAY TO THE CITY OF AUSTIN THAT I'M VERY PROUD OF 

MY HUSBAND. WE HAVE BEEN TOGETHER ALMOST 40 YEARS, 

BECAUSE HE SAYS WE COURTED FOR A GOOD FOUR. 

[LAUGHTER] BUT -- BUT WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH SOME 

TIMES, BUT -- BUT WHATEVER GOD PUT ON HIS HEART TO 

DO, I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THERE FOR HIM AND -- AND IN THIS 

CASE I'M STILL HERE FOR HIM. I THANK GOD FOR HIM. AND I 

THANK GOD FOR HIS STAFF. THAT GOD ALLOWED PRAYING 

PEOPLE TO BE AROUND DANNY. AND I JUST THANK THE 

CITIZENS OF AUSTIN THAT DID VOTE FOR HIM. YOU VOTED 

FOR A GOODMAN. AND GOD BLESS YOU AND GOOD KEEP 

YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: MAYOR, I THINK THAT YOU WILL START OFF WITH OUR 

PROCLAMATIONS.  

ONE MORE?  



YEAH, ONE MORE.  

AH.  

Mayor Wynn: WE ARE NOT VERY PRACTICED AT THIS. SAYING 

GOODBYE TO TWO SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AT 

THE SAME TIME. SO WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO NOW IS -- I 

HAVE A COUPLE OF -- OF PROCLAMATIONS FROM -- FROM 

ME, I WANT TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT MY TWO 

COLLEAGUES, OPEN IT UP TO THE COUNCILMEMBERS, SAY A 

FEW THINGS, THEN THE CITY MANAGER HAS, YOU KNOW, 

SORT OF JOINT AND APPROPRIATE GIFTS AND THOUGHTS 

AND THEN -- SOME INAPPROPRIATE. [LAUGHTER] AND -- AND 

THEN INDIVIDUAL DEPARTMENTS WHO THESE -- WHO ARE 

TWO COLLEAGUES HAVE WORKED SO CLOSELY WITH FOR 

TWO YEARS, HAVE THOUGHTS AND GIFTS. WE ARE TRYING 

TO GET THROUGH THIS, BE RESPECTFUL OF EVERYBODY'S 

TIME, BUT THIS IS AN IMPORTANT EVENING FOR US. I WAS 

ELECTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL, CAME ON BOARD IN JUNE 

OF 2000, ALONG WITH RAUL ALVAREZ AND DANNY THOMAS. 

WE WERE SORT OF A, YOU KNOW, FRESHMAN CLASS 

TOGETHER SIX YEARS AGO. AND I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW 

MUCH I HAVE LEARNED SERVING WITH THESE TWO FINE 

GENTLEMEN AND HOW MUCH I'LL PERSONALLY MISS THEM 

BUT THEY HAVE SET THE TONE VERY WELL FOR AUSTIN TO 

CONTINUE OUR EVOLUTION WITH GOOD PUBLIC SERVICE. I 

HAVE A PROCLAMATION FOR BOTH DANNY AND RAUL, I WILL 

READ MINE, THEN HAVE COUNCILMEMBERS COME FORWARD 

AND SAY A FEW THINGS, OFFER A FEW GIFTS, THEN WE WILL 

START THE PROCESS. OKAY. SO I WANTED TO, YOU KNOW, 

OUR FORMAT HERE AT AUSTIN WE TEND TO DECLARE 

CERTAIN DAYS FOR PEOPLE, HONOR PEOPLE WITH CERTAIN 

DAYS. JUST LIKE THE WAY THIS WORKED OUT IN A SENSE. I 

WILL START WITH -- WITH RAUL ALVAREZ'S SORT OF LAST 

WORK DAY AT THE OFFICE IS THE FRIDAY OF FATHER'S DAY 

WEEKEND. SO I'M -- SO FRIDAY, JUNE 16th, WILL BE RAUL 

ALVAREZ'S DAY, THEN I WILL TALK ABOUT DANNY'S 

TECHNICALLY HIS LAST DAY IN OFFICE IS MONDAY, JUNE 

19th. HAPPENS TO BE A JUNETEENTH AND PART OF OUR BIG 

CELEBRATION THAT WILL CONTINUE ON THROUGHOUT THE 

WEEKEND. THE PROCLAMATION READS: BE IT KNOWN 

WHEREAS DURING HIS TWO TERMS OF SERVICE, 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ BROUGHT AN EFFECTIVE, 



STUDIED AND HEARTFELT ADVOCACY FOR INCLUSION OF 

AUSTIN'S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES. AND WHEREAS 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ CHAMPIONS STEWARDSHIP OF 

AUSTIN'S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND PROVIDING 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND HOUSING FOR THE 

HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED. AND WHEREAS THE 

COUNCILMEMBERS DEMEANOR AND SINCERITY HELPED 

MAKE CITY GOVERNMENT APPROACHABLE AND RESPONSIVE 

TO EVERYONE ON A VERY PERSONAL BASIS. THEREFORE I 

WILL WYNN, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS DO 

THANK RAUL AL VARY RECESS FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR 

CITIZENS ALONGSIDE ME FOR THIS PAST SIX YEARS, AND DO 

HEREBY PROCLAIM JUNE 16th, 2006, AS RAUL ALVAREZ DAY 

IN AUSTIN. [ APPLAUSE ] I WILL READ THESE BEFORE WE 

HEAR FROM COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. NOW FOR MAYOR 

PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS. HIS PROCLAMATION READS BE IT 

KNOWN WHEREAS DANNY THOMAS WAS ELECTED TO THE 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL IN THE YEAR 2000, WAS APPOINTED 

MAYOR PRO TEM IN HIS SECOND TERM OF OFFICE IN 2005, 

RIGHT? SORRY, THIS SAYS 2003. IT WAS 2005. AND WHEREAS 

MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS HAS FAITHFULLY SERVED THE 

PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, HAS BEEN A VOICE CRYING 

OUT TO ENSURE EQUALITY AND FAIRNESS TO ALL. WHEREAS 

MAYOR PRO TEM SPONSORED AND CO-SPONSORED MANY 

ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, SERVED ON SEVERAL 

SUBCOMMITTEES, SPENT LONG HOURS LISTENING TO STAFF 

AND CITIZENS REGARDING MANY DIFFERENT ISSUES. AND 

WHEREAS MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS WILL NOW BE ABLE TO 

TURN -- IT OFF WITH THE BUSH OF A BUTTON ON HIS 

REMOTE CONTROL WHEN HE NO LONGER WANTS TO HEAR 

WHAT IS BEING SAID AT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS. WHEREAS 

WE ARE HONORED TO GRADUATE MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS 

ON HIS YEARS OF DEDICATION AND SERVICE TO THIS 

COMMUNITY AND TO THE PEOPLE OF AUSTIN, I WISH HIM 

MUCH SUCCESS IN HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS. THEREFORE I 

WILL WYNN DO HEREBY PROCLAIM MONDAY, JUNE 19th, 2006 

AS DANNY THOMAS DAY IN AUSTIN AND PLEASE JOIN ME IN 

CONGRATULATING OUR COLLEAGUE. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: TRYING TO BE RESPECTFUL, WE WILL TAKE THIS 

SEQUENTIALLY, START WITH PLACE 1, COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  



Leffingwell: WELL, IT'S REALLY BEEN MY PLEASURE TO KNOW 

BOTH OF THESE GENTLEMEN FOR A YEAR. I DIDN'T REALLY 

KNOW EITHER ONE OF THEM BEFORE I GOT ON COUNCIL A 

YEAR AGO. SOMETHING KIND OF HAS HAPPENED WITH THIS 

GROUP, WE ARE ALL VERY GOOD FRIENDS AND WE ALL 

HAVE A LOT OF RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER. I CERTAINLY 

HAVE GROWN TO REALLY RESPECT THE JUDGMENT AND THE 

INTEGRITY OF BOTH OF THESE MEN. MAYOR PRO TEM I 

ALWAYS LISTEN WHEN YOU SPEAK. AND RESPECT WHAT 

YOU SAY. RAUL, THE SAME GOES FOR YOU, BUT I WOULD 

ALSO HAVE TO ADD -- I SIT NEXT TO RAUL ON THE DAIS, 

SOME OF THESE EVENINGS THINGS KIND OF DRAG ON. AS 

YOU MIGHT IMAGINE. [LAUGHTER] AND RAUL KEEPS ME 

ENTERTAINED. HE AND I SIT OVER THERE, WE TRADE LITTLE 

COMMENTS , YOU KNOW, I WON'T TELL YOU WHO WE'RE 

TALKING ABOUT BUT IT'S BEEN A REAL PLEASURE AND I'M 

GOING TO MISS YOU, RAUL, YOU DANNY, ALSO, I WISH YOU 

THE BEST, I'M SURE THAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO GREAT 

THINGS IN THE FUTURE. THANKS A LOT. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Kim: I ALSO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF SITTING NEXT TO 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ. LEE IS RIGHT. SOMETIMES 

THE PEOPLE WHO COME UP ISSUES COME UP THEY ARE 

LIKE WHAT'S GOING ON, IT'S ALWAYS BEEN GOOD TO HAVE 

RAUL NEXT TO ME TO BE ABLE TO ASK HIM. SOMETIMES HE 

WILL BE VERY HELPFUL OTHER TIMES HE'S LIKE I DON'T 

KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON EITHER. BUT IT'S ALWAYS GREAT 

TO HAVE HIM HERE. ALSO I WANT TO THANK HIM FOR HIS 

WORK IN THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY ESPECIALLY. IT BEEN 

GOOD TO HAVE AN ADVOCATE FOR THE HISPANIC 

COMMUNITY. I THINK THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY CAN BE 

VERY PROUD OF WHAT HE'S DONE FOR YOU, WE WILL MISS 

HIM VERY MUCH. I ALSO WANT TO THANK HIM FOR HIS 

SUPPORT AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ASIAN AMERICAN 

COMMUNITY AND I HAVE A LITTLE GIFT HERE TO -- TO GIVE 

TO HIM. NOW THAT YOU ARE OFF THE DAIS, YOU WON'T BE 

ABLE TO GONE US OFF, BUT THIS IS FOR YOU, 

COUNCILMEMBER. [ APPLAUSE ] MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY 

THOMAS IS A MAN WHO IS TRULY INSPIRATIONAL, YOUR 

LOVE OF GOD AND YOUR COMPASSION FOR PEOPLE IS 

QUITE MOVING AND IT'S BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE TO WORK 

WITH YOU AND TO -- TO GO TO YOUR CHURCH AND TO 



LEARN ABOUT THAT PART OF YOUR LIFE, WHICH IS SUCH A 

SIGNIFICANT PART OF YOUR LIFE. I KNOW THAT IS 

SOMETHING THAT I KNOW THAT I TRULY RESPECT AND HAS 

INFLUENCED I THINK HIS WORK HERE AS A COUNCILMEMBER 

FOR ALL OF US. AND HE'S ALSO BEEN A GOOD ADVOCATE, A 

STRONG AND EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE FOR THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN COMMUNITY THAT I KNOW THAT I WILL MISS HIM 

AND I HAVE LEARNED A LOT FROM HIM AS WELL IN THE 

SHORT TIME BEING ON THE COUNCIL AND WISH YOU THE 

BEST OF LUCK AS WELL. I ALSO HAVE A PRESENT FOR YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Kim: THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Dunkerly: I WANT TO THANK BOTH OF THESE GENTLEMEN 

FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO COMMUNITY AND TO THE 

COUNCIL AS A TEAM. I WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO SERVE 

WITH THE MANY -- WITH THEM MANY YEARS BEFORE I GOT 

ON THE COUNCIL, WHEN I WAS A STAFF PERSON. SO I HAVE 

KNOWN THEM ACTUALLY SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN ON THE 

COUNCIL AND IN TWO DIFFERENT CAPACITIES. I CAN TELL 

YOU BOTH OF THEM ARE TRULY, AS SOMEONE SAID, MEN OF 

INTEGRITY. I THINK SOMETIMES MAYOR PRO TEM'S OFFICE IS 

SORT OF THE ISLAND OF PEACE IN OUR HECTIC WORLDS. 

SORT OF RECOVERS SOMETIMES. I JUST FROM A PERSONAL 

LEVEL, FROM A PUBLIC LEVEL I WANT TO THANK BOTH OF 

THEM FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS AND FOR THEIR 

FRIENDSHIP. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

McCracken: RAUL AND I, WE MAY HAVE BEEN SEPARATED AT 

BIRTH, BUT WE DO KNOW THEY HAVE, I WAS BORN IN 

FEBRUARY OF 1966, RAUL WAS BORN ABOUT SEVEN 

MONTHS LATER, WE ARE THE SAME AGE AND WE BOTH 

GREW UP IN SOUTH TEXAS. AND THEN RAUL -- WE HAD OUR 

FIRST CHILD IN MARCH OF 2004 AND RAUL AND THERESA 

HAD THEIR FIRST CHILD IN EARLY JULY OF 2004, WE HAVE 

REALLY BEEN TRAVELLING DOWN THE SAME PATH, TO RIVAL 

COLLEGES, THEY WERE ABOVE IT AT STANFORD, I KNOW, 

BUT WE HAVE A PASSION FOR URBAN PLANNING, BUT -- BUT 

THE -- THE THINGS THAT I HAVE REALLY ADMIRE ABOUT 

RAUL IS THAT HE'S THE NICEST GUY THAT I HAVE EVER MET 

IN�� POLITICS. PEOPLE GO THAT'S NOT MUCH 

COMPETITION. THERE REALLY IS. RAUL IS TRULY THE NICEST 



PERSON THAT I HAVE EVER MET IN POLITICS. THE GUY WHO 

IS JUST THIS IS SOMETHING THAT I BELIEVE ABOUT MAYOR 

PRO TEM THOMAS, TOO, VERY MUCH, VERY INDEPENDENT 

PEOPLE GUIDED BY WHAT THEY BELIEVE IS RIGHT. IT HAS 

BEEN A REAL GOOD EXAMPLE FOR ME SINCE I GOT ON THE 

COUNCIL AND FOR MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS I BELIEVE THAT 

DANNY IS THE SECOND MOST FEARLESS PERSON THAT I 

HAVE EVER MET IN POLITICS. MY FORMER COLLEAGUE 

DARYL SLUSHER IS THE MOST FEARLESS PERSON THAT I 

HAVE EVER MET IN POLITICS. I THINK THE ONLY THING THAT 

SEPARATES THEIR RELATIVE LACK OF FEARLESSNESS IS 

THAT DARYL WOULD BE WILLING TO MAKE PEOPLE MAD, 

WHICH IS SOMETHING THAT I HAVE INHERITED FROM DARYL, 

UNFORTUNATELY TO MY DETRIMENT. AND DANNY IS -- IS 

SOMEONE WHO IS SO CENTERED AND -- AND HAS SUCH A 

DEEP CONVICTION AND FAITH IN WHAT HE'S DOING THAT -- 

THAT IT REALLY JUST -- THAT HE CAN -- HE HAS THE -- THIS 

AMAZING CAPACITY TO LEAD THROUGH THE FORCE OF HIS 

CONVICTION AND FAIRNESS. SO -- SO THE GREAT THING 

ABOUT AUSTIN POLITICS, WHICH IS JUST SO DIFFERENT 

FROM WHAT YOU HEAR ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY, IS THAT 

-- IS THAT REALLY THERE IS A DEEP COMMITMENT BY ALL OF 

US ON THE CITY COUNCIL TO REALLY ACT IN THE PUBLIC 

INTEREST AND IT MAY NOT ALWAYS BE WELL UNDERSTOOD, 

BUT THERE'S A REAL INDEPENDENCE ON THIS GROUP AND -- 

AND RAUL AND DANNY ARE THE FINEST EXAMPLES AND 

TRADITION OF THAT, THEY HAVE BEEN REAL GOOD 

EXAMPLES FOR ME, I'M GOING TO MESS THE HELL OUT OF 

BOTH OF YOU GUY, MAN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: WITH THAT I RELUCTANTLY AND NERVOUSLY 

TURN MY TWO COLLEAGUES OVER TO CITY STAFF.  

Futrell: IT'S NOT GOING TO BE THAT BAD, WE ARE GOING TO 

TRY TO RUN THROUGH THIS. EACH OF US COULD TAKE A LOT 

OF TIME TALKING ABOUT THESE TWO GENTLEMEN. THEY 

HAVE A VERY SPECIAL PLACE IN OUR HEARTS AND IN OUR 

COMMUNITY. I'M GOING TO START WITH MAYOR PRO TEM 

DANNY THOMAS. YOU KNOW, I HAVE WORKED WITH DANNY 

FOR SIX YEARS. AND HE IS BOTH OF THESE MEN ARE CITY 

MANAGER'S DREAMS. YOU ARE GOING TO HEAR SOME OF 

THE SAME WORDS OVER AND OVER WHEN YOU HEAR 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THESE TWO MEN. DANNY HAS LIVED IN 



OUR COMMUNITY FOR 50 PLUS YEARS AND HE'S BROUGHT 

THAT KIND OF PASSION TO BOTH THE JOB AND TO THE CITY. 

THAT'S SOMETHING THAT EVERY ONE OF US ON STAFF 

ADMIRE WHEN WE WORK WITH OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

FOR ME DANNY HAS BEEN A MAN OF ABSOLUTELY 

UNSHAKABLE DEEP FAITH. YOU WILL HEAR THE WORD FAITH 

WHEN EVERYONE TALKS ABOUT THIS MAN. AND HE'S 

BROUGHT THAT'S A VERY CENTERING PIECE TO HOW HE HAS 

APPROACHED POLICY IN THE CITY. TRULY THIS GENTLEMAN 

HAS THE GREATEST INTEGRITY AND HEART OF ANYONE I'VE 

EVERY WORKED WITH. HE'S A VERY, VERY SPECIAL MAN. WE 

HAVE TWO SPECIAL GIFTS FOR YOU. FIRST WE HAVE OUR 

VERY TRADITIONAL GIFT. NOW, THIS IS ACTUALLY A LITTLE 

CHANGED BY THE WAY. INSTEAD OF DANNY THOMAS LANE 

WE DECIDED IT WAS GOING TO BE MAN OF PRINCIPLE LANE. [ 

APPLAUSE ] 2000-2006. [ APPLAUSE ] BUT I'M REALLY EXCITED 

ABOUT MY NEXT GIFT. I HAD TO DO THIS, BY THE WAY, WITH 

MY COHORT IN CRIME, WHERE IS WARREN? WARREN BACK 

THERE. POOR WARREN. WE BRAINSTORM THESE IDEAS, I 

TAKE THE REALLY GOOD ONES, SO I KIND OF STOLE THIS 

FROM WARREN, BUT IT TAKES GREAT PRIDE TODAY, JASON 

IS GOING TO SET THIS UP SO WE CAN SHOW YOU. I'M GOING 

TO GIVE YOU A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY, BUT IN ABOUT 1974, 

WE BEGAN BUYING SOME LAND. AND -- IN EAST AUSTIN TO 

CREATE A NEW COMMUNITY. IT'S GOING TO BE CALLED 

COLONY PARK. TODAY WE ACQUIRED DIFFERENT PIECES OF 

LAND OVER TIME, ABOUT 85 ACRES OF LAND, GOING TO 

HAVE MIXED USE AFFORDABLE HOUSING, EVEN MORE 

IMPORTANTLY A JOINT USE SCHOOL AND PARKS AND 

RECREATION FACILITY. ON SITE. SO TODAY WE HAD AN ITEM 

ON THE AGENDA WHERE WE NAMED THE REC CENTER, THE 

RECREATION CENTER THERE THE TURNER ROBERTS 

RECREATION FACILITY. AND TODAY I'M ANNOUNCING THAT IN 

HONOR OF DANNY'S SERVICE TO THIS COMMUNITY, WE ARE 

GOING TO -- TO AS PART OF TURNER ROBERTS RECREATION 

FACILITY, NAME THE GYM THE DANNY THOMAS GYMNASIUM. 

[ APPLAUSE ] COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, I HAVE WORKED 

WITH YOU FOR SIX YEARS, AS YOU HAVE SAID BEFORE, THIS 

GENTLEMAN IS A CITY MANAGER'S DREAM TO WORK WITH. 

YOU CAN THINK OF MANY DIFFERENT DESCRIPTORS WHEN 

YOU TALK ABOUT RAUL, FOR SOME REASON RAUL I GOT 

STUCK ON D WORDS TODAY. I WAS THINKING, YOU KNOW, 



THIS IS A MAN OF INCREDIBLE DETERMINATION. HE IS 

ALMOST DOGGED WHEN HE HAD AN IDEA, HE WILL FIND A 

WAY TO MAKE IT WORK. HE'S EXTRAORDINARILY DETAILED. 

IN FACT SO MUCH SO THAT WHEN WE SAW HIM BREAK OUT A 

PEN, PIECE OF PAPER AND A PEN, WE WOULD TAKE -- GRAB 

CALCULATORS BECAUSE IT WAS SCARY, THE GUY. HE'S JUST 

DEADLY, ANOTHER D WORD. DEADLY WITH PENCIL AND 

PAPER. HE CAN DO -- OUT CALCULATE A COMPUTER. HE HAS 

REALLY DONE AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT FOR OUR 

COMMUNITY. HE HAS BEEN A CHAMPION IN THE HISPANIC 

COMMUNITY AND A HUGE ASSET FOR US. WE HAVE TWO 

THINGS FOR YOU, THE VERY TRADITIONAL GIFT. [LAUGHTER] 

RAUL ALVAREZ CAMINO. [ APPLAUSE ] 2000 TO 2006. OH, BUT 

HERE'S WHERE WE GET THE VERY COOL GIFT. COMES NEXT. 

ALL RIGHT, SO IN ABOUT 2002 WE BOUGHT A TRACT OF LAND 

IN EAST AUSTIN, IT WAS ALMOST ONE OF THE VERY FIRST 

PIECES THERE AS PART OF EAST AUSTIN DESTINATION 

PARKS, A TRACK CALLED SOLO STAR. AND IN -- IT SAT AS A 

LOT OF OUR DESTINATION PARKLAND HAS, TRYING TO 

DECIDE HOW TO DEVELOP IT, WHAT TO PUT ON THERE, RAUL 

TOOK LEADERSHIP IN 2005 IN MAKING SURE A DISC GOLF 

COURSE WAS GOING TO BE PUT ON SOLO STAR TRACT. IN 

FACT IT'S THE 6th DISC GOLF COURSE THAT WE HAVE IN 

AUSTIN. BOTH OF THESE FACILITIES, THE -- THE REC CENTER 

THAT WE TALKED ABOUT AND THE DISC GOLF COURSE ARE 

GOING TO BE DONE ABOUT 2007. PERFECT TIMING. WE ARE 

GOING TO BE NAMING THAT DISC GOLF COURSE THE RAUL 

ALVAREZ DISC GOLF COURSE. [ APPLAUSE ] IS THAT COOL? 

ALL RIGHT. NOW WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO IS RUN, WE 

HAVE A LOT OF FOLKS HERE THAT WANT TO -- TO SAY A FEW 

WORDS. WE ARE GOING TO TRY TO GET THROUGH THIS. 

HAVE EACH ONE COME DOWN AND TALK ABOUT EACH OF 

OUR TWO COUNCILMEMBERS AT THE SAME TIME. I'M GOING 

TO START WITH STEVE MORGAN. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR 

CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

THE FIRST ONE IS THE THE SPECIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

AWARD FOR PERCENT SFEERNS, WHICH -- PERSEVERANCE 

WHICH GOES TO COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. AND I CAN TELL 

YOU AS CITY AUDITOR HE WORKED DILIGENTLY AND 

PERSEVERED ON SO MANY AUDIT ISSUES, INCLUDING SOME 

BIG ONES WITH AUSTIN ENERGY. EXCUSE ME FOR MAKING 



THAT COMMENT. BUT ANYWAY, THERE ARE SOME BIG ONES 

IN THAT LARGEST DEPARTMENT WE HAVE, AND THE AWARD 

READS, SPECIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AWARD FOR 

PERSEVERANCE, RAUL ALVAREZ, AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL, 

2000-2006. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ DEMONSTRATED THE 

CONCEPTUAL ABILITY AND PATIENCE TO ENSURE CITY 

GOVERNMENT RESPONDED TO THE NEEDS OF ITS CITIZENS. 

CONGRATULATIONS. THANK[ APPLAUSE ] AND MY NEXT 

AWARD GOES TO SOMEONE WHO IS VERY SPECIAL TO ME. 

COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS. AND I JUST WANT TO SAY THAT 

WHEN HE BECAME MAYOR PRO TEM, IT REALLY MADE A BIG 

DIFFERENCE TO ME IN TERMS OF JUST FEELING LIKE THE 

LEADERSHIP ON OUR COUNCIL AND IN OUR COMMUNITY 

WAS BASED ON PRINCIPLE. AND SO WE HAVE THE SPECIAL 

ACCOUNTABILITY AWARD FOR INTEGRITY FOR MAYOR PRO 

TEM THOMAS, AND IT SAYS DANNY THOMAS, AUSTIN CITY 

COUNCIL, 2000-2006. MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS PLACED 

HONESTY AND CITIZENS' NEEDS FIRST IN HIS RELATIONSHIP 

WITH EVERYONE HE WORKED WITH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

NEXT IS CHRIS LIPPE WITH THE WATER UTILITY. AND CHRIS, 

SONDRA WILL BE AFTER YOU FROM PUBLIC WORKS. SO 

CHRIS?  

MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS AND COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

FIRST OF ALL, LET ME GIVE YOU THESE TOKENS OF OUR 

APPRECIATE -- APPRECIATION AND RESPECT. THESE ARE 

PRIZED, HANDMADE METER CLOCKS THAT WE GIVE 

EVERYBODY WHO RETIRES FROM THE AUSTIN WATER 

UTILITY AND THEY'RE MADE BY OUR EMPLOYEES, AND I JUST 

WANT EACH OF YOU TO HAVE. THIS IS FOR MAYOR PRO TEM 

THOMAS WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION, AUSTIN WATER 

UTILITY, 2006. AND THIS ONE IS COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION, AUSTIN WATER UTILITY. [ 

APPLAUSE ] I JUST WANT TO THANK YOU BOTH, ESPECIALLY, 

BECAUSE YOU CAME TO A LOT OF THE EVENTS AND YOU 

HAVE SHOWN A LOT OF SUPPORT FOR THE AUSTIN WATER 

UTILITY, AND YOU HAVE SHOWN A LOT OF CARE FOR OUR 

CUSTOMERS AND A LOT OF RESPECT FOR OUR EMPLOYEES. 

AND WE REALLY APPRECIATE THAT. WE THANK YOU FOR 

COMING TO ALL THE EVENTS. YOU'VE COME TO OUR WATER 

CONSERVATION AND INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMER ANNUAL 

AWARDS CEREMONIES, YOU'VE GOM COM TO RIBBON 



CUTTINGS, COME TO EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION EVENTS AND 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT SO MUCH. THANK YOU AND 

BEST OF WISHES. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: STAFF REMINDS ME THAT NOT ONLY DID I STEAL 

WARREN'S IDEAS, BUT SONDRA'S, STREET SIGNS. SO WE'RE 

GOING TO MOVE TO JUDGE EVELYN MCKEE FROM 

MUNICIPAL COURT.  

MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS AND COUNCILMEMBER 

RAUL ALVAREZ, YOU HAVE SERVED ON THE JUDICIAL 

COMMITTEE, SO WE HAVE HAD MORE INTERACTION WITH 

YOU THAN PROBABLY ANYONE ELSE, AND WE APPRECIATE 

YOUR SERVICE. WE HAVE A TRADITION AT MUNICIPAL 

COURT. I'M JOINED HERE BY OUR CHIEF CLERK, REBECCA 

STARK, AND BY MARSHAL DAVID SANCHEZ AND WE ARE 

GOING TO SERVE YOU WITH PAPERS. [ LAUGHTER ] AND I 

WILL READ -- ALL RIGHT. YOU HAVE BEEN SERVED A 

SUBPOENA, AND THEY ARE TITLED THE STATE OF TEXAS 

VERSUS DANNY THOMAS AND RESPECTIVELY THE STATE OF 

TEXAS VERSUS RAUL ALVAREZ. AND WE HAVE CAUSE 

NUMBERS, THE OFFENSE DATE IS JUNE 8TH, 2006. AND IT 

READS, TO ANY PEACE OFFICER OR DESIGNEE OF THE 

STATE OF TEXAS, GREETINGS. YOU ARE HERE BY 

COMMANDED TO SUMMON THE HONORABLE DANNY 

THOMAS, MAYOR PRO TEM OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, AND THE 

HONORABLE RAUL ALVAREZ, CITY COUNCILMEMBER OF THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN HAVING BEEN CHARGED WITH LEAVING THE 

SCENE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL 

COURT AND ALL OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN FROM TIME TO TIME BEGINNING ON JUNE 9TH, 2006, 

THEN AND THERE TO TESTIFY REGARDING THE JOYS OF 

POST-COUNCIL LIFE. [ LAUGHTER ] IN OUR COURT AND ANY 

OTHER CITY DEPARTMENT, AND THERE TO RETURN FROM 

TIME TO TIME UNTIL DISCHARGED BY SAID COURT. FAILURE 

TO OBEY THIS SUSPECT MAY RESULT IN TIME SERVED BY 

HAVING TO ATTEND THREE CONSECUTIVE MEETINGS OF THE 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL. [ LAUGHTER ] HERE IN FAIL NOT WITNESS 

MY HAND AT OFFICE IN AUSTIN, TEXAS, JUNE 8TH, 2006, 

EVELYN MCKEE, PRESIDING JUDGE, REBECCA STARK, CLERK 

OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT. [ APPLAUSE ]  

I JUST WANTED TO SAY THAT IF YOU DON'T HONOR THOSE 



SUBPOENAS, YOU'LL BE SEEING HIM AGAIN. 

CONGRATULATIONS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

NEXT WE HAVE CHIEF ELLISON FROM AUSTIN POLICE 

DEPARTMENT.  

I'M GOING TO BE REALLY SHORT. THE FIRST ONE IS TO 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. I JUST WANTED TO SAY THANK 

YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND IN 

SUPPORTING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT YOU SUPPORT THE 

CITY BECAUSE BY THAT SUPPORT IT'S CAUSED US OR HAVE 

US TO BE THE THIRD SAFEST CITY IN THE NATION. SO WE 

REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT OF THE AUSTIN 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. SO THIS IS FOR YOU. WE WANTED 

YOU TO DO IT.  

TO MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS, THIS IS PROBABLY JUST A 

LITTLE LONGER. WE HAVE KNOWN EACH OTHER SINCE 

THERE WERE BUBBLES ON POLICE CARS, AND THAT'S BEEN 

A LONG TIME. AND NOT ONLY IS HE A GREAT 

COUNCILMEMBER AND THEN A GREAT MAYOR PRO TEM, BUT 

HE IS A GREAT MAN. DANNY HAS HIGH INTEGRITY, HE HAS 

HIGH PRINCIPLES AND HE IS ONE OF THE PEOPLE WHO WALK 

THE TALK. THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO DON'T, BUT HE DOES. 

YOU CAN BANK ON HIS WORD. WHEN HE TELLS YOU THAT 

HE'S GOING TO DO SOMETHING, HE HONORS THAT. AND WE 

APPRECIATE THAT. WE LOST HIM -- AS A POLICE OFFICER HE 

WAS A GREAT INFLUENCE ON THE POLICE OFFICERS AND 

NOW HE'S MOVING ON TO GREATER THINGS. BUT AS WE 

ALWAYS SAY, I BELIEVE GOD KNOWS BEST. AND HE DID IN 

DANNY'S SITUATION. AND I'M JUST GLAD TO KNOW HIM. SO 

THIS IS FOR YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: ALL RIGHT. VICTORIA SHOE FROM WATERSHED 

PROTECTION DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW.  

AND AS A NEW DIRECTOR, IT'S MY GREAT HONOR AND 

PRIVILEGE TO PRESENT TO COUNCILMEMBER RAUL 

ALVAREZ AND ALSO MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS A 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

AND GRATITUDE FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE WATERSHED 

PROTECTION DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DEPARTMENT IN THE 

ONE STOP SHOP DURING YOUR TENURE ON AUSTIN CITY 



COUNCIL. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: ALL RIGHT. DAVID LURIE, HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES. AND PAUL, YOU'RE GOING TO FOLLOW DAVID.  

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS, I 

JUST WANT TO SAY THESE FOLKS ARE NOT BY ANY MEANS 

SINGLE ISSUE LEADERS. THEY HAVE TACKLED MANY 

DIFFERENT PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES HERE FOR THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN, HAVE SERVED THE COMMUNITY 

EXTREMELY WELL, BUT I HAVE TO SAY AND I REALLY WANT 

TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT BOTH OF THEM HAVE BEEN 

SUPREME CHAMPIONS AND SUPPORTERS AS IT RELATES TO 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. IT DIDN'T SURPRISE 

ME AT ALL EARLIER WHEN THEY BOTH WERE FOCUSING ON 

INTERNS AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE WORKED IN THEIR 

OFFICES. THESE ARE BOTH TWO INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 

VERY DEDICATED TO YOUTH. THEY'RE TREMENDOUS 

MENTORS, ROLE MODELS AND THEIR COMMITMENT HAS 

BEEN REFLECTED AND THANK GOODNESS REFLECTED IN 

TERMS OF THE WORK WITHIN OUR DEPARTMENT AROUND 

HUMAN SERVICES, AGAIN SPECIFICALLY YOUNG PEOPLE 

AND THE MOST VULNERABLE WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY. 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ I KNOW HIM AND WE'VE DONE A 

LOT OF WORK IN SOUTHEAST AUSTIN WITH OUR YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT AND MENTORING PROGRAMS. YOU'RE OFTEN 

THERE, YOU SHOW UP, YOU SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS. YOU 

SHOW YOUR PERSONAL SUPPORT TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE 

WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THOSE VARIOUS PROGRAMS. MAYOR 

PRO TEM, AS WE'VE BEEN DOING WORK AROUND THE ISSUE 

OF HEALTH DISPARITIES, PARTICULARLY WITHIN OUR 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN POPULATION. AND I KNOW SHANNON 

JONES IS HERE THIS EVENING, OUR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

OF PUBLIC HEALTH WHO HAS LED THAT EFFORT. YOU'VE 

BEEN THERE FOR US AND BEEN THERE ON A REGULAR 

BASIS. IT MEANS A LOT TO THE COMMUNITY AND A LOT TO 

OUR STAFF WHO HAVE TRIED TO FOCUS ON THOSE 

EFFORTS. ALL THE WORDS HAVE BEEN SAID IN TERMS OF 

INTEGRITY AND PRINCIPLED AND CHARACTER AND I WAS 

REALLY PLEASED TO HEAR SANDRA INCLUDE HUMILITY IN 

THE MIX. BOTH OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS I THINK REPRESENT 

THE VERY BEST OF THAT. SO I JUST HAVE A COUPLE OF 

SORT OF SMALL TOKENS OF APPRECIATION AND 



RECOGNITION FROM THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 

FIRST FROM MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS, IN 

APPRECIATION FOR HIS DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT, TO 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE PROGRAMS 

BENEFITTING ALL AUSTIN CITIZENS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH, 

MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS. AND FOR COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ, LIKEWISE FROM THE HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PRESENTED TO COUNCILMEMBER 

RAUL ALVAREZ IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR EXEMPLARY 

SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

BENEFITTING ALL AUSTIN CITIZENS. AND I ALSO WANT TO 

POINT OUT THAT COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ HAS BEEN 

VERY ACTIVE WITH THE COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK AND 

THE SOCIAL SERVICES, HUMAN SERVICES EFFORTS THAT 

TAKE PLACE AT THAT LEVEL. SO THANK YOU, 

COUNCILMEMBER. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: PAUL HILGERS FROM NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING.  

I HAVE PRESENTED -- LET ME MAKE SURE THIS IS RIGHT. 

HERE WE GO. THERE WE GO. WHAT I HAVE HERE IS THAT 

FIRST I'M PAUL HILGERS WITH NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING 

AND I WANT TO PRESENT THE COL LAJS THAT DEPICT SOME 

OF THE MORE IMPORTANT PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS AND 

HOUSING EFFORTS THAT THESE TWO GENTLEMEN HAVE 

SUPPORTED. I WANT THEM BOTH UP HERE. I WANTED THEM 

BOTH UP HERE CLOSE TO ME BECAUSE THAT'S THE WAY I 

FELT THEY'VE BEEN TO OUR DEPARTMENT AND TO OUR 

MISSION FOR THE LAST SIX YEARS. THEY HAVE BEEN 

STRONG SUPPORTERS. I WILL TELL YOU THAT THE ISSUE OF 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING SIX YEARS AGO DID NOT HAVE THE 

SAME PLACE IN THIS CITY THAT IT HAS TODAY AND MUCH OF 

THAT IS BECAUSE OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THESE TWO 

GENTLEMEN AND THEIR COMMITMENT TO SERVE PEOPLE 

WHO NEED SERVICE AND WHO NEED OUR HELP. THEY ARE 

CONSTANTLY TRYING TO HOLD US ACCOUNTABLE TO SERVE 

PEOPLE AND TO SERVE THOSE MOST IN NEED, AND THEY 

CONTINUALLY CHALLENGE ALL OF THE CITY TO REMIND 

OURSELVES THAT THAT IS OUR MOST IMPORTANT PURPOSE. 

THEY ALSO ARE WHAT I WOULD CALL WARRIERS AGAINST 

GENTRIFICATION AND AGAINST THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF 

GENTRIFICATION, AND I WANT TO PERSONALLY THANK THEM 

FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP, THEIR CONSTANT SUPPORT, 



ENCOURAGEMENT AND THEIR EFFORTS TO HOLD US 

ACCOUNTABLE AND TO MAKE US BETTER. WE'RE A BETTER 

CITY, WE'RE A BETTER DEPARTMENT, AND WE'RE A BETTER 

COMMUNITY BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY'VE PROVIDED TO US 

IN THE WAY OF LEADERSHIP. SO I THANK THEM BOTH VERY 

MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: AND KRISTIN BASALLO, CHIEF OF STAFF FOR THE CITY 

OF AUSTIN.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. THIS IS ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC 

INFORMATION OFFICE AND ALSO OTHER ENTIRE EXECUTIVE 

TEAM WHO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO WORK WITH THESE TWO 

GENTLEMEN FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS. AND ALSO YOU HAVE 

THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING AMONG THE FIRST 

COUNCILMEMBERS TO LIVE IN THIS BEAUTIFUL BUILDING, 

AND IT'S BECAUSE OF YOUR SERVICE AND YOUR WORK THAT 

WE ARE HERE TONIGHT. R. AND THIS IS A PICTURE OF CITY 

HALL AT NIGHT AND IT JUST SHOWS THE CHANGE IN THE 

AUSTIN SKYLINE BECAUSE OF YOUR SERVICE. AND THIS IS 

JUST ONE OF THE MANY IMPRESSIONS YOU HAVE MADE ON 

THIS COMMUNITY AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE REFLECTED IN 

THIS COMMUNITY. NOW, I THINK IT'S APPROPRIATE -- THIS IS 

A PICTURE AT NIGHTTIME, AND I WANT YOU TO THINK OF 

THURSDAY NIGHTS LIKE TONIGHT THAT YOU'VE SPENT IN 

THIS BUILDING, AND THE WONDERFUL MEMORY THAT 

YOU'VE SHARED AT NIGHT IN THIS BUILDING. AND, IN FACT, 

WHAT MIGHT BE THE BEST OF ALL IS AFTER TONIGHT OR 

THIS MORNING WHEN YOU GET TO GO HOME, YOU CAN 

DRIVE BY ON A THURSDAY NIGHT AND SEE THE LIGHTS 

INSIDE BECAUSE WE'LL ALL BE HERE. [ LAUGHTER ] AND YOU 

CAN JUST KEEP DRIVING BY. [ LAUGHTER ] SO THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH, THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: AND LAST, I KNOW YOU WANTED TO HEAR THAT, 

BEFORE WE HEAR FROM OUR MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS AND 

OUR COUNCILMEMBERS, WARREN STRUSE FROM THE 

PARKS DEPARTMENT.  

THANK YOU, CITY MANAGER. AND WHAT DO YOU TELL THE 

CITY MANAGER WHEN SHE JUST STEALS YOUR THUNDER ON 

THOSE GREAT IDEAS SHE HAD. STEWART, WE SHD WORKED 



HARD ON THAT, DIDN'T WE? IT IS AN HONOR TO RECOMMEND 

THESE TWO NAMINGS FOR THESE TWO GENTLEMEN. THEY 

HAVE BEEN INCREDIBLY SUPPORTIVE OF THE AUSTIN PARKS 

AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. BUT I FEEL WE'VE BEEN SO 

SERIOUS, IT'S TIME THAT WE ROAST COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ A LITTLE BIT. I MUST SAY THAT I JUST ADORE HIM 

AND HIS WORK ETHIC IS INCREDIBLE, BUT THESE LAST 

THREE MONTHS HAS BEEN THE D WORD ON THE PARKS AND 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT, IF YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. WE 

HAVE WORKED HARD FOLLOWING HIS LEADERSHIP. WE'VE 

NAMED EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD IN OUR PARK SYSTEM, 

BUT THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. YOU HAVE 

BEEN A GREAT INSPIRATION TO THIS DEPARTMENT. ON 

BEHALF OF WHAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT, WHAT'S REALLY 

IMPORTANT, AND THAT'S FAMILY. VICTOR, THANK YOU FOR 

DOING WHAT YOU DID. VICTOR HAS PUT TOGETHER AN 

INCREDIBLE PICTURE IN RECOGNITION OF FAMILY FOR BOTH 

OF THESE TWO GENTLEMEN. AND I KNOW THAT 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, I WANT YOU TO ALWAYS 

REMEMBER THIS IS A SPECIAL TIME WHEN WE TOOK THIS 

PICTURE. WE SPENT SO MANY EVENTS TOGETHER OVER 

THE LAST SIX YEARS, FROM DEIZ Y SEIS TO CINCO DE MAYO, 

TO THE DEDICATION OF THE ROY G. GUERRERO PARK AND 

THE LIST CONTINUES TO GO ON. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

WE HAVE A PICTURE FOR YOU TODAY AT A SISTER CITY 

CELEBRATION HERE AT CITY COUNCIL OF YOU AND YOUR 

WONDERFUL FAMILY. AND IT'S OUR PRIVILEGE TO GIVE THIS 

TO YOU TODAY IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE PARKS 

DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] THANK YOU SO MUCH. AGAIN, 

THE PRINCIPLE OF FAMILY IS IMPORTANT OBVIOUSLY IN THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, AND IT CAN BE SAID 

AS STRONGLY FOR THE MAYOR PRO TEM AND HIS FAMILIES 

AND THE VALUES THAT HE BRINGS TO THE OFFICE. AND WE 

HAVE -- AND I THINK IF I KNOW THE MAYOR PRO TEM, HE'S 

GOING TO APPRECIATE THIS PICTURE. IT'S A PICTURE OF 

ABOUT A YEAR AND FOUR MONTHS AGO IN FRONT OF ONE 

OF THE MOST INSPIRING CULTURAL FACILITIES THAT WE 

HAVE IN THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, THE 

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER MUSEUM. AND ON THAT 

DATE WE HAD A CHANCE TO HAVE THE MAYOR PRO TEM AND 

HIS BEAUTIFUL WIFE TAKE A PICTURE WITH MS. WILSON OF 

THE SPREEMZ. AND WE HAVE THAT TODAY FRAMED UP IN 



REMEMBRANCE OF THE PARKS DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Thomas: THAT'S A FRIEND OF OUR FAMILY, MS. ROGERS. BUT 

WE'RE ALL FAMILY.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MAYOR PRO TEM. THANK YOU ALL 

ON BEHALF OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: YOU JUST THOUGHT YOU WERE THROUGH. THEY 

JUST KEEP COMING AND COMING, YOU GUYS. GREG 

GUERNSEY, DIRECTOR OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING 

AND ZONING DEPARTMENT AND THEN WE'RE GOING TO 

HEAR FROM WILLIE RHODES. YOU CAN'T END ONE OF THESE 

WITHOUT HEARING FROM SOLID WASTE SERVICES. FIRST 

GREG.  

GOOD EVENING. I'VE HAD THE PLEASURE OF WORKING WITH 

THESE GENTLEMEN FOR MANY YEARS, MANY THURSDAY 

NIGHTS WE'VE KEPT THEM HERE VERY LATE, WELL INTO THE 

EVENING WHEN THOSE LIGHTS ARE TURNED OFF. AND THE 

LIGHTS GO OUT AT 10:00 AND SOMEONE SAYS THEY NEED 

TO BE TURNED BACK ON. BUT I JUST WANTED TO HONOR 

BOTH OF THEM FOR THEIR WORK AND WE APPRECIATE 

BOTH OF YOU VERY MUCH. DANNY, FOR YOU, THINKING OF 

THE LITTLE MAN OR LITTLE WOMAN THAT'S OUT THERE THAT 

COMES BEFORE THIS BODY THAT'S SO NERVOUS AND 

TALKING ABOUT ISSUES AND PAYING ATTENTION TO THEM 

AND LISTENING TO THEM AND PAYING ATTENTION TO STAFF 

AND STAYING WITH US. SO BACK IN MARCH OF 2002 THERE 

WAS AN ISSUE THAT WAS BROUGHT UP THAT DANNY TOOK 

TO HEART THAT'S TOUCHED ALL OF AUSTIN AND WILL 

CONTINUE FOR MANY YEARS AND HELPS BEAUTIFY AUSTIN 

IN MANY WAYS. SO WITH THAT SMALL NOTE I OFFER YOU 

THIS TOKEN OF OUR DEPARTMENT'S PRESENTATION TO YOU 

IN A SPECIAL WRAPPING PAPER OF NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS. 

YOU CAN OPEN THAT UP AND SHOW THOSE. I THINK IT WAS 

ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO WE ACTUALLY HAD A 

NEIGHBORHOOD THAT COMPLIMENTED DANNY ABOUT THIS 

VERY ISSUE. [ LAUGHTER ] [ APPLAUSE ]  

AND RAUL WAS ACTUALLY IN THE PLANNING BUSINESS 

BEFORE HE CAME TO THE CITY. AND WE WANT TO MAKE 



SURE HE KIND OF STAYS WITH US. HE'S PUT A LOT IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING, SUPPORTED US THROUGH 

THICK AND THIN. AND SO WE HAVE SOME OTHER WRAPPING 

PAPER. IT'S ACTUALLY A FUTURE LAND USE MAP THAT WAS 

ADOPTED. >> 

Alvarez: IT LOOKED FAMILIAR.  

WE WANTED TO HONOR RAUL WITH THIS. AND THIS IS A GIFT 

THAT WILL KEEP ON GIVING FOR A LITTLE WHILE. AND AS 

YOU TRANSITION OFF OF THE DAIS AND COMING BACK INTO 

THE PLANNING FIELD, WE'VE GIVEN YOU A MEMBERSHIP TO 

THE AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION FOR THE NEXT 

YEAR, SO IT WILL REMIND YOU OF THE PLANNING 

PROFESSION AND THAT YOU WILL STAY WITH US AS A 

PLANNER INTO THE FUTURE. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: AND I BELIEVE THIS IS OUR LAST, WILLIE RHODES 

FROM SOLID WASTE SERVICES.  

THANK YOU, CITY MANAGER. ON BEHALF OF SOLID WASTE 

SERVICES IMPLIED TO BE HERE -- I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE 

TODAY. THESE GENTLEMEN HAVE NOT ONLY HELPED ME 

DURING MY MISSION, BUT THEY ALSO KNOW A NUMBER OF 

MY EMPLOYEES THANK YOU. ON BEHALF OF SOLID WASTE 

SERVICES I HAVE A GIFT FROM EACH OF YOU AND FROM THE 

EMPLOYEES OF SOLID WASTE SERVICES. REDUCE, REUSE, 

RECYCLE. REMEMBER? COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. [ 

APPLAUSE ] MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: NOW WE CLOSE OUT THIS TRADITIONAL LEAVING 

WITH HEARING FROM OUR COUNCILMEMBERS. LET'S START 

WITH MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY THOMAS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Thomas: THIS TRULY HAS BEEN A BLESSING TONIGHT. FIRST 

OF ALL, I WANT TO SAY TO OUR MAYOR OF THIS CITY, I WANT 

TO CONTINUE TO LET HIM KNOW THAT I LOVE HIM AND 

RESPECT HIM. WE RAN A CAMPAIGN THAT WAS CLEAN, IT 

WAS RESPECTFUL AND THE BEST PERSON ONE. BUT I WANT 

TO SAY TO THE PEOPLE THAT SUPPORTED ME IN MY MAYOR 

RACE, THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. AND THE PEOPLE 

THAT SUPPORTED ME IN MY TWO TERMS AS OFFICE IN 

PLACE 6. BUT ABOVE ALL I WANT TO THANK THE 



COUNCILMEMBERS THAT I SERVED WITH. MY FRIEND AND 

BUDDY WAS HERE, COUNCILMEMBER SLUSHER, BUT HE 

LEFT. BUT ALL THE COUNCILMEMBERS THAT I'VE SERVED 

WITH. BUT THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, I JUST WANT TO SAY TO 

YOU, I APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT, I APPRECIATE YOUR 

SUPPORT FOR THE TWO TERMS I'VE SERVED HERE AND I 

JUST WANT TO SAY KEEP LOOKING TO THE HILLS. THIS IS A 

GREAT CITY. AND I HOPE AND PRAY THAT EVERYBODY THAT 

COMES ON, THE NEW COUNCILMEMBERS COME AND HAVE A 

CERTIFY SERVANTHOOD HEART BECAUSE IT'S REALLY 

ABOUT THE CITIZENS OF THIS CITY, IT'S NOT ABOUT WHO 

CAN OUT SHINE EACH OTHER, BUT IT'S ABOUT COMING 

TOGETHER. I SAY TO THE CITY MANAGER AND HER STAFF, 

YOU ALL HAVE BEEN TREMENDOUS. YOU ALL HAVE 

BROUGHT US OUT OF TIMES WHEN IT WAS REAL HARD. YOU 

BROUGHT US OUT OF TIMES AND EVEN SOMETIMES WE'RE 

EVEN A LITTLE HARD ON YOU, BUT I CAN SAY THAT THIS CITY 

HAS A GREAT STAFF. THEY'RE HARD WORKERS. THESE 

EMPLOYEES ARE HARD WORKERS BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES 

THEY WEREN'T ABLE TO GIVE THEM THE MONEY, THE 

SALARY LIKE WE SHOULD, BUT THEY STUCK BY US. BUT I 

JUST WANT TO SAY TO MY WIFE THAT HAVE STOOD BY ME 

AND EVERYBODY ELSE, MY STAFF, IT'S BEEN A 

TREMENDOUS JOURNEY FOR SIX YEARS. I HAVE TO SAY 

THIS, IF GOD PUTS IT ON MY HEART, I'LL BE BACK. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Futrell: COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Alvarez: THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE GIFTS AND THE 

MEMORIES. IT'S BEEN AN HONOR REALLY TO REPRESENT 

THE COMMUNITY IN THIS CAPACITY. I NEVER -- IT'S NOT 

SOMETHING I GREAT YOU UP ASPIRING TO BE AS AN 

ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A POLICY POLITICIAN. I SUPPOSE 

THERE ARE SOME FOLKS WHO GROW UP ASPIRING TO BE IN 

THESE SORTS OF POSITIONS, BUT MY INVOLVEMENT HERE 

KIND OF RESULTED FROM MY INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

COMMUNITY. AND THIS WAS ONE OTHER WAY TO GIVE BACK 

TO THE COMMUNITY TO USE MY SKILLS AND MY EDUCATION 

AND MY EXPERIENCE TO MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE. 

AND SO -- BUT IN ORDER TO DO A GOOD JOB, WE REALLY 

NEEDED THE COMMUNITY TO BE INVOLVED. ALL OF YOU 

WHO ARE HERE TODAY ON IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT ARE IN 



FRONT OF THE CITY COUNCIL, AND THAT HAS MADE A HUGE 

DIFFERENCE IN TERMS OF -- IN TERMS OF WHAT WE WERE 

ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS BECAUSE 

IT ISN'T REALLY ABOUT WHAT ONE INDIVIDUAL 

COUNCILMEMBER OR THE WHOLE COUNCIL HAS A WHOLE 

THINKS IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO, BUT YOU HAVE TO TAKE 

INTO ACCOUNT -- YOU HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL OF 

YOU FROM ALL THE VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS AND 

PERSPECTIVES AND YOU HAVE TO LEARN FAST THAT IT'S 

NOT JUST WHAT YOU THINK THAT MATTERS, BUT YOU HAVE 

TO -- ANYWAY, YOU HAVE TO REALLY STUDY THE ISSUES 

AND TRY TO DO RIGHT FOR THE COMMUNITY. AND IT'S BEEN 

-- SOPHIA HERE IS ALMOST TWO YEARS OLD. AT THE END OF 

THE MONTH SHE'LL BE TWO YEARS OLD. AND SO IT'S BEEN A 

LOT TOUGHER TO JUGGLE ALL OF MY CITY COUNCIL DUTIES, 

AS YOU CAN IMAGINE. [ LAUGHTER ] BUT I BELIEVE THAT -- 

SHE WANTS THE MICROPHONE, THE CORDLESS 

MICROPHONE. I THINK THESE THINGS ARE EXPENSIVE. [ 

LAUGHTER ] IT'S NOT HER FIRST TIME DISRUPTING A CITY 

MEETING OR A COMMUNITY EVENT. SHE'S NOW WANTING TO 

TALK INTO THE MIC, NOT JUST GRAB THE MIC, SO I DON'T 

THINK SHE'S GOING TO BE SHY AT PUBLIC SPEAKING. BUT 

LIKE I SAID, IT'S BEEN AN HONOR TO SERVE, AND WE'VE 

ACCOMPLISHED SO MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF THINGS, AND 

MOST OF THE THINGS THAT I'M MOST PROUD OF PROBABLY 

NO ONE EVER READ ABOUT IN THE PAPER OR ANYTHING 

LIKE THAT BECAUSE THERE'S JUST SO MUCH THAT HAPPENS 

THAT A LOT OF IT JUST HAPPENS BEHIND THE SCENES. AND -

- BUT I DID WANT TO KIND OF TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT SOME 

OF THOSE ISSUES, MILESTONES IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING. I 

THINK WE'VE DONE SOME INCREDIBLE THINGS IN THE LAST 

SIX YEARS, FINDING NEW SOURCES OF REVENUES AND NEW 

WAYS OF FUNDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN TERMS OF 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT AND BARTON SPRINGS. 

WE'VE PUT IN SOME NEW POLICIES AGAINST BIG BOX 

DEVELOPMENT, AGAINST COAL TAR SEALANTS. ACQUIRED 

MORE THAN 10,000 ACRES OF LAND DURING THESE SIX 

YEARS. AND EVEN TODAY HAVE APPROVED MORE BOND 

DOLLARS TO BUY OPEN SPACE TO PROTECT BARTON 

SPRINGS AND TO BUY PARKLAND EAST OF 35 AS WELL. 

THAT'S IMPORTANT TO HAVE THAT EQUITY. AND IN TERMS 

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I THINK IS THE OTHER ONE I 



REALLY WANTED TO HIGHLIGHT BECAUSE WHEN WE 

STARTED THIS WAS A BOOM ECONOMY. WE WERE IN A BOOM 

ECONOMY. AND SO WE WEREN'T TOO WORRIED ABOUT 

RECRUITING BUSINESSES AND RETAINING BUSINESSES. I 

THINK I JUST NEED TO KEEP THIS SHORT OR WITH WRAP IT 

UP QUICK. [ LAUGHTER ] BUT I THINK EVEN THOUGH AFTER 

MY FIRST YEAR ON THE COUNCIL WE BASICALLY -- COMET 

JUST REALLY TOOK A VERY SERIOUS DIVE, I KEPT LOOKING 

AROUND THE DOWNTOWN AREA AND I THINK THERE WAS 

ONLY A PERIOD OF ABOUT THREE TO SIX MONTHS WHERE 

YOU DIDN'T SEE THE BIG CRANES BUILDING SOMETHING IN 

DOWNTOWN. AND FOR ME THAT'S LIKE A BAROMETER OF 

HOW YOUR CITY'S DOING, IF FOLKS ARE ABLE TO FIGURE 

OUT A WAY HOW TO MAKE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

WORK AND YOU SEE THOSE CRANES OUT THERE, IT GIVES 

YOU SOME HOPE THAT THINGS ARE NOT AS BAD AS THEY 

COULD BE. AND I'M REALLY PROUD OF WHAT THE COUNCIL 

HAS DONE THE LAST SIX YEARS ON DOWNTOWN 

DEVELOPMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION, IN KEEPING OUR 

MAJOR EMPLOYERS HERE LIKE SAMSUNG AND FREESCALE 

AND ATTRACTING OTHER TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES HERE 

WITH OUR MUELLER REDEVELOPMENT. IT'S AN AWARD 

WINNING DEVELOPMENT THAT'S GOING TO BE VERY, VERY 

EXCITING THING FOR OUR COMMUNITY. AND EVEN OTHER 

WAYS. WE'VE TRIED TO BUILD OUR ECONOMY AND WE'RE 

BACK TO A VERY ROBUST ECONOMY. I DON'T KNOW IF 

THAT'S THE RIGHT ECONOMIC TERM FOR IT, BUT IT'S AT 

LEAST MORE ROBUST THAN IT HAS BEEN IN THE LAST TWO 

OR THREE YEARS, AND THAT CAN ONLY BE A GOOD THING 

FOR ALL OF US. CERTAINLY A GOOD THING FOR OUR 

BUDGET, AND WE'VE BEEN THROUGH SOME VERY TOUGH 

BUDGET YEARS. BUT EVEN NONETHELESS, WE'RE ABLE TO 

ACCOMPLISH A GREAT DEAL. AND ONE OF THE THINGS I'M 

MOST PROUD OF THAT WE ACTUALLY DID WAS INCREASE 

THE LIVING WAGE FOR OUR EMPLOYEES FROM NINE 

DOLLARS TO $11. AND SO THAT IS SOMETHING THAT -- I 

MEAN, AGAIN, YOU DON'T SET OUT TO DO THESE THINGS, 

BUT SOMEHOW YOU SEE AN OPPORTUNITY AND YOU'RE 

ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THAT. AND I THINK THAT THAT IS A 

GOOD EXAMPLE FOR OTHER EMPLOYERS HERE ABOUT HOW 

WE SHOULD COMPENSATE OUR EMPLOYEES FOR THE 

IMPORTANT WORK THAT THEY DO. SEVERAL CITY HALL 



RELATED PROGRAMS I WANTED TO HIGHLIGHT. ONE OF THE 

THINGS WE WERE ABLE TO DO, RIGHT BEHIND ME YOU'LL 

SEE THE FLAGS BEHIND ME AND THOSE ARE THERE 

REPRESENTING EACH BRANCH OF OUR MILITARY. AND I WAS 

VERY HAPPY TO PLAY A ROLE IN HONORING OUR VETERANS 

AND ALL OF OUR SERVICE MEMBERS ON A PERMANENT 

BASIS HERE AT CITY HALL. WE HAVE A PIECE OF ARTWORK 

CALLED THE WEST TEXAS BEACH BALL ON THE ELEVATOR 

BY THE SECOND FLOOR. AFTER OUR FIRST ART DISPLAY 

HERE AT CITY HALL, THAT WAS THE PIECE OF ART THAT WAS 

SAVED OUT OF THE HUNDREDS THAT WERE DISPLAYED AND 

IT WAS MY FAVORITE, SO I WAS VERY HAPPY ABOUT THAT. 

THE EVENTS WE'VE HAD HERE AT CITY HALL, LIKE FIRST 

NIGHT AND JUST THE WAY THIS BUILDING IS BECOMING A 

REAL HOME AND A REAL GATHERING PLACE FOR THE 

COMMUNITY IS SOMETHING I'M REAL PROUD OF AND WE'VE 

TRIED TO PUT A LOT OF ATTENTION TO BECAUSE THIS IS THE 

HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE HERE. IT YOUR HOUSE AND JUST 

KNOW THAT YOU'RE WELCOME HERE AND TRY TO USE IT AS 

BEST AS YOU CAN. AND SO REALLY THERE'S A LOT OF 

OTHER THINGS I'D LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT, BUT I JUST WANTED 

TO SHARE A FEW THOUGHTS. I DO WANT TO THANK MY WIFE 

AND DAUGHTER AGAIN WHO ARE PROBABLY OUT OF THE 

BUILDING OTHERWISE WE COULD STILL HEAR SOPHIA. BUT 

THEY'VE BEEN VERY PATIENT, ESPECIALLY THROUGH THE 

LAST COUPLE OF YEARS. AND MY WIFE IN PARTICULAR, I 

LOVE YOU VERY MUCH. AND SHE -- WHEN I WAS 

CONTEMPLATING THE PETITION DRIVE BACK IN SEPTEMBER, 

I KEPT ASKING HER IF I SHOULD DO IT. AND SHE WOULDN'T 

SAY NO, DON'T DO IT, SHE WOULD SAY, WHATEVER YOU 

WANT, WE'LL SUPPORT YOU. AND I SUSPECT THAT SHE 

WASN'T TOO EXCITED ABOUT THE IDEA, BUT SHE ALWAYS 

JUST STOOD BEHIND ME WHATEVER I WANTED TO DO, AND 

AT THAT TIME I DIDN'T FEEL THAT THAT WAS THE BEST 

THING FOR ME TO BE DOING IS TO SPEND SIX MONTHS ON A 

PETITION DRIVE AND THEN SPEND ANOTHER FOUR MONTHS 

TRYING TO GET REELECTED BECAUSE THERE WAS A LOT OF 

THINGS I WAS WORKING ON THAT MAY NOT GET DONE 

BECAUSE YOU'RE TOO FOCUSED ON GETTING REELECTED. 

AND WE'RE VERY THANKFUL TO OUR STAFF, THE CITY 

MANAGER FOR MAKING THESE LAST 10 MONTHS BE VERY 

FRUITFUL ONE. WE'VE ACCOMPLISHED MUCH AND THAT WAS 



REALLY ONE OF THE REASONS I WANTED TO SERVE OUT 

THE TERM AND GET AS MUCH DONE AND MAKE AS BIG AN 

IMPACT AS POSSIBLE. AND I THINK WE'VE DONE THAT, BUT 

AGAIN WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION. 

OUR CONSTITUENTS, LETTING US KNOW WHAT THE 

PROBLEMS ARE, WHAT ISSUES WE SHOULD BE FOCUSING 

ORKS EDUCATING US ON THE POLICY ISSUES BEFORE US. 

AND WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT OUR STAFF. I MENTIONED 

CITY MANAGER AND ALL THE DIRECTORS AND I'M VERY 

THANKFUL TO ALL OF THEM FOR BEING PATIENT WITH US 

BECAUSE THE REQUESTS CAME VERY OFTEN AND THEY 

ALWAYS RESPONDED VERY PROMPTLY. AND IT'S A VERY 

CHALLENGING JOB ALL THE WAY AROUND, NOT JUST FOR 

US, BUT OBVIOUSLY WHEN WE GET A REQUEST SOMEONE 

HAS TO FOLLOW UP. AND WHETHER IT'S OUR STAFF IN OUR 

OFFICE, YOU KNOW, WHO WE RECOGNIZED EARLIER, OR 

CITY STAFF, THERE'S A LOT OF WORK THAT HAPPENS JUST 

TO GET A RESPONSE TO AN ISSUE OR TO GET AN ISSUE 

ADDRESSED. AND I CAN'T SAY THANK YOU ENOUGH TO ALL 

THE CITY EMPLOYEES FOR WHAT THEY'VE DONE TO MAKE 

THIS SUCH A GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR ME. AND THANK YOU 

FOR UNDERSTANDING WHEN WE MAYBE LOSE OUR COOL OR 

LOSE OUR TEMPER, SEND A MESSAGE THAT MAYBE WE 

REGRET SENDING. LOSE OUR COOL.  

Futrell: [ INAUDIBLE ].  

BUT I THINK THAT, AGAIN, EVERYONE HAS BEEN SO 

UNDERSTANDING AND VERY SUPPORTIVE. AND FINALLY, I DO 

WANT TO THANK ALL MY COLLEAGUES ON THE CITY 

COUNCIL. THE THREE MAYORS I'VE SERVED WITH, KIRK 

WATSON AND GUS GARCIA AND WILL WYNN. IT'S BEEN A 

PLEASURE TO REPLACE GUS ON THE CITY COUNCIL AND 

THEN ACTUALLY GET TO SERVE WITH HIM ON THE CITY 

COUNCIL AS WELL. AND THESE -- HONORING PEOPLE LIKE 

HIM, NAMING THINGS AFTER PEOPLE LIKE HIM AND JOHN 

TREVINO IJ IS VERY APPROPRIATE BECAUSE OF THE MANY 

DECADES OF SERVICE, AND SO I WAS TAKEN A LITTLE ABACK 

BY THE NAMING OF THE DISK GOLF COURSE, BUT I 

ACTUALLY AM VERY THRILLED BY THAT. BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 

I'M A BIG DISK GOLF FAN. AND I'LL BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW 

THERE WAS A DISK GOLF EQUITY ISSUE IN THIS COMMUNITY. 

[ LAUGHTER ] SO THIS IS ONLY THE SECOND DISK GOLF 



COURSE EAST OF I-35. [ LAUGHTER ] BUT ALL THE OTHER 

COUNCILMEMBERS I'VE SERVED WITH, MAYOR PRO TEM 

THOMAS, IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE. A MAN OF GREAT 

INTEGRITY AND COMMITMENT AND DESIRE, AND ALL THE 

OTHER COUNCILMEMBERS. I SEE COUNCILMEMBER DARRELL 

SLUSHER WHO WE MISS GREATLY HERE, ALL HE BROUGHT 

TO THE TABLE, AS WELL AS MAYOR PRO TEM JACKIE 

GOODMAN. IT WAS HARD TO SEE THEM LEAVE AS WELL AS IT 

WAS HARD TO SEE GUS GARCIA LEAVE. BUT BEVERLY 

GRIFFITH ALSO THAT I HAD A GREAT HONOR TO WORK WITH 

AND BETTY DUNKERLEY, BRUCETER MCCRACKEN, LEE 

LEFFINGWELL AND JENNIFER KIM. I HOPE I DIDN'T FORGET 

ANYBODY. BUT WHAT'S AMAZED ME ABOUT THE COUNCIL IS 

HOW COMMITTED EVERYBODY IS BECAUSE IT A VERY 

DEMANDING JOB. WE DON'T HAVE DISTRICTS HERE, SO YOU 

REPRESENT THE WHOLE CITY. AND THERE'S A LOT OF MILES 

OR A LOT OF AREA TO COVER, AND JUST TO SEE THE -- HOW 

COMMITTED THESE COUNCILMEMBERS HAVE BEEN IN 

TERMS OF TAKING ON SOME VERY DIFFICULT ISSUES AND 

TRYING TO BE RESPONSIVE TO A BROAD RANGE, BROAD 

AREA OF -- AS BROAD AN AREA AS POSSIBLE IN THIS TOWN, 

AND IT'S JUST BEEN INSPIRING TO SEE EVERYBODY'S 

COMMITMENT FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE STAFF, EVEN TO 

THE COMMUNITY, WHO JUST -- A LOT OF FOLKS WHO JUST 

VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME. THEY'RE HERE BECAUSE THEY 

CARE ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY. AND THAT ENCOURAGES US 

TO DO A BETTER JOB. WHEN YOU SEE FOLKS WHO AREN'T 

BEING COMPENSATED, WHO ARE JUST HERE BECAUSE THEY 

CARE ABOUT AN ISSUE, THAT INEXPIRES ME TO TRY TO -- 

INSPIRES ME TO DO MORE, TO DO BETTER IN THIS JOB. AND I 

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY. AND WE WON'T BE 

GOING AWAY. I WILL STAY ACTIVE IN THE COMMUNITY. 

THERE'S A LOT OF IMPORTANT ISSUES I STILL WANT TO BE 

ACTIVE ON, BUT I THANK YOU FOR THIS PRIVILEGE THAT I'VE 

HAD TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY. AND IT MEANS A LOT TO 

ME, ALL OF THE WONDERFUL RECOGNITIONS TODAY. AND I 

DON'T KNOW THAT IT'S SUNK IN YET THAT THIS IS ACTUALLY 

THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING, BUT I'M SURE IN A COUPLE OF 

THURSDAYS WHEN I'M HOME WATCHING ON TV IT WILL 

FINALLY SINK IN. IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE. I WANT TO THANK 

Y'ALL FOR ALLOWING ME TO SERVE. [ APPLAUSE ] NOW BACK 



TO WORK. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Mayor Wynn: THERE BEING A QUORUM PRESENT, AT THIS 

TIME I'LL CALL BACK TO ORDER THIS MEETING OF THE 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL. I APPRECIATE EVERYBODY'S 

PATIENCE. OBVIOUSLY WE HAD TO TAKE A LITTLE TIME TO 

SAY THANK YOU AND GOOD-BYE TO A COUPLE OF 

COLLEAGUES. IF YOU REMEMBER, COUNCIL, JUST PRIOR TO 

OUR BREAK, WE HAD GONE THROUGH THE CONSENT 

AGENDA FOR OUR ZONING CASES. THERE WERE A COUPLE 

OR THREE CASES THAT I THINK WE CAN TAKE UP THAT HAVE 

JUST A HANDFUL OF FOLKS SIGNING UP WISHING TO SPEAK. 

SO WITH MR. GUERNSEY'S HELP, I BELIEVE WE COULD 

TECHNICALLY CALL UP ITEMS 101, 102 AND 103 JOINTLY. 

THOSE ARE ALL THREE RELATED TO THE SAME PROJECT, 

CORRECT?  

THAT'S CORRECT, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: FIFTH AND CONGRESS. 101 BEING A 

TERMINATION OF A RESTRICTIVE COVENANT, AND 102 AND 3 

BEING ZONING ELEMENTS OF THE CASE, AND IF UKSD 

PRESENT THE CASE, MR. GUERNSEY, I'LL COMBINE THE 

CITIZENS WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK AND WE WILL 

HAVE THEIR PRESENTATION.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. LET ME READ IN THE 

THREE ITEMS. 101 IS A TERMINATION OF RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT. IT'S CASE C-14-01-0029 RCT FOR THE PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS FIFTH AND CONGRESS AT 501 TO 515 CONGRESS 

AVENUE. ITEM 102 IS CASE C-14-06-0069. AGAIN, FIFTH AND 

CONGRESS PROPERTY FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 120 

EAST FIFTH STREET. THIS IS A REZONING FROM CVD 

ZONING, WHICH STANDS FOR CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, 

TO CBD CURE WHICH STANDS FOR CENTRAL BUSINESS 

DISTRICT CENTRAL REDEVELOPMENT ZONING. THE 

COMMISSION DID RECOMMEND THAT REQUEST. AND 103 IS 

CASE C-14-06-0071, AGAIN, FIFTH AND CONGRESS FOR THE 

PROPERTY AT 501 CONGRESS AVENUE. THIS IS A REZONING 

FROM CBD CURE OR CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT URBAN 

REDEVELOPMENT COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING TO CBD 

CURE AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION AGAIN 

RECOMMENDED CBD CURE ZONING. THE COVENANT IS TO 



TERMINATE A COVENANT THAT WAS CREATED IN 2001 THAT 

MODIFIES THE APPEARANCE OF THE BUILDING BY ITS 

BUILDING FACADE, CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS AND ITS 

DEVELOPMENT ON THE SITE. THE ZONING CASE, THE 120 

EAST FIFTH STREET IS TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY .33 

ACRES OF LAND. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION WAS TO ACCEPT THIS WITH CONDITIONS 

ON THE PROPERTY. AND SOME OF THOSE CONDITIONS 

INCLUDE INCREASING THE FLOOR TO AREA RATIO FROM 8.1 

TO 30 TO ONE. AND ALSO I HAVE A PUBLIC COVENANT THAT 

THE DAILY VEHICLE TRIPS BE RESTRICTED TO 14,221 TRIPS 

PER DAY. THERE'S ALSO A GREAT STREETS PARTICIPATION 

COVENANT IN THIS CASE. ITEM 103, CASE C-14-06-0071, 501 

CONGRESS. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST TO CBD CURE. 

AND THIS REQUEST IS ALSO RECOMMENDED BY THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION. WITH SIMILAR REQUIREMENTS AS 

THE OTHER ZONING CASE. AT THIS POINT I'LL PAUSE. IF YOU 

HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, I'LL BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO 

ANSWER THEM. THE REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE OWNER IS 

PRESENT FOR ALL THREE ITEMS. AND I BELIEVE IT'S MR. 

RICHARD SUTTLE WHO CAN MAKE A PRESENTATION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS FOR STAFF? ONCE 

AGAIN, WE'RE CALLING UP THE THREE CASES COMBINED. 

THEY COME TO US WITH A LOT OF SUPPORT. STAFF WAS 

RECOMMENDING THESE FOR CONSENT AGENDA EARLIER, 

BUT WE ACTUALLY HAD TWO FOLKS SIGNED UP WISHING TO 

SPEAK ACTUALLY SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, BUT 

NEUTRAL. THEN A COUPLE OF FOLKS SIGNED UP NOT 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT. BUT PERHAPS A BRIEF 

SUMMARY OF THE APPLICANT'S AGENT IS HERE, SO MR. 

SUTTLE, IF YOU COULD PERHAPS PUT IN CONTEXT, GIVE US 

SOME FEEDBACK AS YOU REMEMBER IT FROM THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION PROCESS AND THEN WE'LL HEAR 

FROM OUR SPEAKERS.  

SURE. MAYOR, MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, MY NAME IS RICHARD 

SUTTLE HERE ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT. THIS IS A 

ZONING CASE BROUGHT TO YOU TO INCREASE THE DENSITY 

AT ESSENTIALLY THE BANK OF AMERICA TOWER SITE 

BETWEEN FIFTH AND SIX SIXTH OF CONGRESS. WE'RE 

ASKING THAT THE FAR BE INCREASED FROM A 12 TO ONE 

FAR TO A 30 TO ONE FAR. YOU HAD PREVIOUSLY HAD A 



ZONING CASE YEARS AGO THAT INCREASED IT TO 12. TOM 

STACY HAS A VISION FOR A PROJECT THAT WOULD INCLUDE 

TWO STORIES OF RETAIL AND THEN A MULTILEVEL EITHER 

HOTEL OR OFFICE. AND THEN RESIDENTIAL ON TOP OF THAT. 

AND IN ORDER TO DO THAT ON THIS SITE WE NEED THE 

INCREASE IN THE -- INCREASE IN THE F.A.R. WE'RE 

COMMITTING TO DO THE GREAT STREETS. WE'VE DONE THE 

DESIGN STANDARDS. IT'S AN EXCITING PROJECT. WE'VE HAD 

THE SUPPORT OF MANY OF THE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

THAT HAVE LOOKED AT THIS. MOST RECENTLY THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION. WE HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE 

BRAZOS LOFTS PEOPLE WHO LIVE CLOSEST SO TO IT AND 

WE'RE EXCITED TO PRESENT TONIGHT AND HOPEFULLY YOU 

WILL LOOK FAVORABLY ON IT. AND AT THIS POINT YOU HAVE 

A LONG NIGHT, SO I'LL SIT DOWN AND LET THE SPEAKERS 

TALK AND SAVE ANYTHING ELSE FOR REBUTTAL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. SUTTLE. QUESTIONS OF THE 

AGENT, COUNCIL? AGAIN, TYPICALLY WE HAVE A FIVE-

MINUTE PRESENTATION BY THE AGENT OR OWNER, 

APPLICANT. THEN WE HEAR FROM FOLKS IN SUPPORT OF 

THE CASE AND THEN WE HEAR FROM FOLKS IN OPPOSITION 

AND THEN THE AGENT, APPLICANT OR OWNER HAS A ONE-

TIME THREE-MINUTE REBUTTAL. THE FACT THAT THE 

SPEAKERS HAVE SIGNED UP NEUTRAL, I DON'T THINK MR. 

SUTTLE NEEDED TO GIVE THE FULL PRESENTATION, NOR 

LIKELY WILL NEED TO REBUT. OUR FIRST SPEAKER -- 

ANDREW SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, NEUTRAL. AND 

(INDISCERNIBLE) WAS DONATING TIME TO MR. CLEMENTS. IS 

MR. LEVY HERE. THEY SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN A 

NEUTRAL POSITION FOR THIS PROJECT. OUR NEXT SPEAKER 

IS ELEANOR McKINNEY. I SAW HER EARLIER. WELCOME. YOU 

WILL HAVE THREE MINUTE.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. MY 

NAME IS ELEANOR McKINNEY, CHAIRMAN OF THE DESIGN 

COMMISSION. I WANTED TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY JUST 

ON THIS PROJECT TO TALK ABOUT THE DENSITY BONUS 

OPTIONS. AND I KNOW THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE BEEN 

TALKING ABOUT THIS AND WANT TO PRESENT THE DESIGN 

COMMISSION'S DELIBERATIONS. WE ARE GOING TO BE 

PRESENTING A LETTER TO YOU NEXT WEEK OR THE WEEK 

FOLLOWING CONCERNING DENSITY BONUS OPTIONS FOR 



DOWNTOWN. AND I JUST WANTED TO READ THIS A LITTLE BIT 

SO THAT YOU COULD GET AN IDEA ABOUT WHERE WE'RE 

GOING. WE BELIEVE THAT ADHERENCE TO THE DOWNTOWN 

DESIGN GUIDELINES ISSUED IN MAY 2000 SHOULD BE 

REQUIRED FOR ANY NEW DEVELOPMENT DOWNTOWN, 

ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE SEEKING ADDITIONAL 

ENTITLEMENTS. IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN AND ENHANCE 

THE DESIGN GUIDELINES, THE FOLLOWING 

RECOMMENDATIONS ARE PROPOSED AS DENSITY BONUS 

OPTIONS. ACKNOWLEDGE THE GREAT STREETS MASTER 

PLAN, DEPENDING ON THE LOCATION, PROVIDE ENHANCED 

CONNECTIVITY TO OPEN SPACE SUCH AS TOWN LAKE, THE 

FOUR SQUARES, SHOAL CREEK, WALLER CREEK, THE STATE 

CAPITOL GROUNDS AND DOWNTOWN PARKS. PROVIDE 

SPACES THAT ACCOMMODATE PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED USES 

ON ALL GROUND FLOORS. WRAP UPPER FLOORS WITH 

PARKING GARAGES WITH A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF 

OCCUPIED OR FLEX SPACE UP TO THE SIXTH FLOOR. THE 

FLEX SPACE COULD PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING OR CULTURAL AMENITIES. AND 

PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR CIVIC ART AND ENGAGE THE 

FORTHCOMING DOWNTOWN ARTS MASTER PLAN. IF A 

PARTICULAR PROJECT DOES NOT HAVE THAT ABILITY, WE 

RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

MANAGER TO EXPLORE CREATION OF A RECEIVING 

ACCOUNT SUCH AS OPEN SPACE, GREAT STREETS, FACILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS GRANTS PROGRAM. SOME OF THE 

ENHANCEMENTS COULD BENEFIT REPUBLIC SQUARE, 

BUILDOUT OF THE GREAT STREETS MASTER PLAN, SHOAL 

CREEK AND WALLER CREEK. WE BELIEVE THAT OTHER CIVIC 

ORGANIZATIONS ARE WORKING TO INCLUDE AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING AND DENSITY BONUS OPTIONS WHICH THE DESIGN 

COMMISSION SUPPORTS, THEREFORE OUR 

RECOMMENDATIONS OFFER ADDITIONAL OPTIONS FOR THE 

CITY TO CONSIDER. BASICALLY WE WANT TO PUT OPEN 

SPACE AND CULTURAL AMENITIES ON THE TABLE ALONG 

WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR DENSITY BONUS OPTIONS. 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS FOR THE DESIGN 

COMMITTEE CHAIR? THANK YOU, ELEANOR. IN ADDITION TO 

OUR TWO SPEAKERS, KEVIN BIRNZ SIGNED UP WISHING TO 



SPEAK IN FAVOR, AS DID CARRY OLSON AND CHARLIE 

BETTS. THESE ARE FOR THE COMBINED CASES. COUNCIL, I 

DON'T THINK THAT MR. SUTTLE NEEDS A REBUTTAL. ANY 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? MR. GUERNSEY, ARE WE 

PROPOSING THIS FOR CONSENT ON ALL 3D THREE 

READINGS. I GUESS TERMINATION OF 101 AND THEN ALL 

THREE READINGS FOR 102 AND 103?  

CORRECT.  

QUESTIONS OF STAFF, COUNCIL, OR COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: THIS IS JUST A COMMENT. I KNOW I RECEIVED 

FROM THE APPLICANT AND IT'S BEEN AN ISSUE THAT WE 

WERE DISCUSSING IF AND HOW. THAT'S NOT PART OF THE 

PACKAGE THIS EVENING ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, RIGHT?  

PARDON? >> 

McCracken: THE CONCEPT OF THE SKY BRIDGE ACROSS 

BRAZOS?  

I'M NOT AWARE OF THE SKY BRIDGE AS BEING PART OF THIS 

PROJECT.  

McCracken: YEAH.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? IF NOT, I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION.  

McCracken: MOVE APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS OF 

ALL THREE ITEMS.  

SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN TO 

CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE THE 

TERMINATION OF THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 101 AND 

APPROVE CASES 102 AND 103 ON ALL THREE READINGS. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  



Kim: I WANT TO THANK TOM STACY FOR THIS WONDERFUL 

PROJECT. IT WILL BE A GREAT ADDITION TO OUR 

DOWNTOWN SKYLINE. AND IT WILL BE VERY TALL. BUT I 

THINK WE'LL BE ABLE TO FOCUS IN. I ALSO WANT TO THANK 

HIM FOR WORKING WITH ME ON -- AND FOR HIS WORK IN THE 

COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 

FOR THE HOMELESS. AND WE HAD A REALLY GOOD 

DISCUSSION ABOUT AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN AUSTIN, AND I 

KNOW HE'S VERY DEDICATED TO IT AND HE HAS OFFERED A 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE COALITION FOR AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING. AND THANK YOU FOR THAT GENEROUS 

CONTRIBUTION. IT WILL BE PUT TO GOOD USE. IT IS A CRISIS 

THAT WE ARE FACING IN OUR CITY AND EVERY LITTLE BIT 

HELPS. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS? WE HAVE A MOTION AND 

A SECOND ON THE TABLE. HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN 

FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.? OPPOSED? MOTION PASS OZ ALL 

THREE READINGS ON A VOTE OF FIVE TO ZERO WITH THE 

MAYOR PRO TEM AND COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ 

TEMPORARILY OFF THE DAIS. MR. GUERNSEY, I BELIEVE WE 

CAN STILL TAKE UP 118 AND 119, CORRECT?  

AND DO WE ALSO HAVE 104?  

Mayor Wynn: YES, THANK YOU. EXCUSE ME.  

ITEM NUMBER 104 IS CASE C-14-06-0060 FOR THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 6701 JESTER BOULEVARD NORTH OF 2222. THIS 

IS A DEVELOPMENT THAT IS PROPOSED FOR REZONING 

FROM DEVELOPMENT RESERVE OR DR DISTRICT ZONING 

AND SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE LARGE LOT OR SF-1 

DISTRICT ZONING TO SF-1 DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED 

SF-1 ZONING FOR THIS PROPERTY. AND THE PROPERTY 

ITSELF IS APPROXIMATELY 3.644 ACRES. IT'S ON THE WAY 

GOING UP THE BIG HILL ON JESTER JUST NORTH OF 2222. 

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPERTY IS TO 

EVENTUALLY SUBDIVIDE THIS PROPERTY INTO FOUR 

SINGLE-FAMILY LOTS. IT'S BORDERED BY THE NORTH BY SF-2 

EXISTING ZONING, LR ZONING TO THE SOUTH, WHICH WILL 

INCLUDE A SHOPPING CENTER. MF-1-CO ZONING TO THE 

EAST AND PUD ZONING TO THE WEST ACROSS JESTER. [ONE 



MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] NGUYEN,.  

IF IT'S DEVELOPED WITH FOUR SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, THE 

DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE ONLY ALLOWED OR COULD 

GENERATE ONLY APPROXIMATELY 40 TRIPS PER DAY. THAT 

WOULD BE THE NUMBER THAT WOULD BE DEVELOPED 

UNDER THE FOUR LOT SUBDIVISION SCENARIO THAT'S BEEN 

PROPOSED. THE NUMBER THAT YOU ARE PROBABLY 

LOOKING AT IS SOMETHING IF YOU TRY TO DEVELOP IT AT 

ITS MAXIMUM POTENTIAL, NOT TAKING IN TOTAL GRAPHIC 

CONSTRAINTS, WHICH -- WHICH ON THIS PROPERTY ARE 

SEVERE BECAUSE OF THIS SLOPE SET THAT EXISTS. GIVE 

VERY MUCH THAT THERE'S FOUR LOTS PROPOSED, YOU ARE 

LOOKING AT APPROXIMATELY 40 TRIPS PER DAY. I KNOW 

THAT THERE IS CONCERN ABOUT ACCESS, GUARDRAIL IN 

THIS AREA, I HAVE ALSO SPOKEN WITH GEORGE ZAPALAC 

WITH WATERSHED PROTECTION DEVELOPMENT REVIEW. 

STAFF WOULD THEN LOOK AT HOW THE ACCESS IS 

CREATED. THE PROPERTY MAY BE SUBJECT TO JOINT 

ACCESS DRIVEWAYS THAT MAY LIMIT ITS ACCESS ON TO 

JESTER IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE SAFETY OF THE 

MOTORING PUBLIC.  

IS THERE SOME WAY, JUST -- BASICALLY WHAT I HAVE 

HEARD FROM FOLKS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, JESTER, IS 

THERE A -- SOME WAY TO -- TO SAY OKAY LIMIT IT TO FOUR 

LOTS OR LIMIT IT TO 40 TRIPS A DAY?  

IF COUNCIL SO DESIRED YOU COULD LIMIT THE PROPERTY 

TO FOUR DWELLING UNITS TOTAL AND THEN INVITE THE 

APPLICANT UP TO CONFIRM THAT. THAT CAN BE DONE 

THROUGHOUT WHAT'S CALLED A CONDITIONAL OVERLAY. 

THAT WOULD LIMIT THE PROPERTY TO ONLY FOUR UNITS.  

THANK.  

FURTHER QUESTIONS OF STAFF, COUNCIL? IF NOT, WE WILL 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING. WE HAVE JUST A HANDFUL OF 

FOLKS WHO WANT TO SPEAK TO IT. WE WILL NOW HEAR 

FROM THE OWNER APPLICANT AND/OR AGENT. CASE 

NUMBER 104. 6701 JESTER BOULEVARD NORTH, NORTH OF 

F.M. 2222. MR. GUERNSEY, HAVE YOU SEEN THE -- THE 

AGENT PERHAPS? INITIALLY STAFF WAS PROPOSING THIS 



FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL THREE READINGS, 

CORRECT? IS THERE A CHANCE BECAUSE OF THAT THE 

AGENT WENT HOME.  

NO, WE WARN OUR APPLICANTS UNTIL YOU ACTUALLY ACT --  

Mayor Wynn: WELL, WITHOUT OBJECTION, COUNCIL, WHY 

DON'T WE TABLE THIS CASE AND GO ON TO OUR OTHER TWO 

ZONING CASES AND PERHAPS THE -- THE APPLICANT AGENT 

OR OWNER WILL TRY TO GET AHOLD --  

WE'LL TRY TO GET AHOLD OF THEM IN THE MEANTIME. NEXT 

IS 105, C 14 H --  

Mayor Wynn: ACTUALLY I SHOW THAT APPROVED THAT ON 

ALL THREE READINGS --  

IT'S 118. C 14 H-99-0000 AT 1301 SHOAL CREEK BOULEVARD. 

MR. STEVE SADOWSKY WITH OUR OFFICE WILL BE 

PRESENTING THE CASE. WELCOME, MR. SADOWSKY. THANK 

YOU, MR. MAYOR. GOOD EVENING, MEMBERS OF THE 

COUNCIL. STEVE SADOWSKY WITH THE HISTORY RIRK 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT. THIS CASE INVOLVES THE OLD 

ATHLETIC CLUB AT 1301 SHOAL CREEK BOULEVARD, ON A 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HURRICANE LANDMARK 

COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION HAD A SPLIT 

VOTE ON IT, SO FORWARDED TO YOU WITHOUT A 

RECOMMENDATION. THE CASE ORIGINATED IN 1999 WHEN 

THE LARK COMMISSION INITIATED THIS CASE BECAUSE OF 

THE SERIOUS STATE OF DETERIORATION AT THAT TIME. 

STAFF HAS LOOKED AT THE BUILDING AND INVESTIGATED 

ITS HISTORY. IT WAS BUILT IN 1925 BUT WT CASWELL. MR. 

CASWELL WAS THE FIRST DIRECTOR OF THE AUSTIN PARKS 

BOARD AND IN 1931 HE SOLD THIS BUILDING TO THE CITY. 

MR. CASWELL OPERATED THIS BUILDING AS A PRIVATE 

GYMNASIUM AND TENNIS FACILITY AND WHEN HE SOLD THIS 

BUILDING TO THE CITY IN 1931 IT BECAME THE THEY'S FIRST 

PUBLIC GYMNASIUM. THIS IS A VERY DIFFICULT CASE. 

BECAUSE IT -- BECAUSE THE BUILDING IS IN A SEVERE STATE 

OF DETERIORATION. I DON'T THINK THERE'S ANY QUESTION 

THAT THE BUILDING MEETS THE CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK 

DESIGNATION FOR ITS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS, FOR ITS 

ARCHITECTURE AND ITS COMMUNITY VALUE. BUT WE HAVE 



TO BALANCE THAT IN THIS CASE WITH -- WITH THE FORCES 

OF MOTHER NATURE. IN 1981, THIS BUILDING WAS 

IRREPPABLY DAMAGED BY THE FLOODS ON SHOAL CREEK, 

THERE HAS NOT BEEN FUNDING IN THE BUDGETS OF THE 

CITY TO DO ANY REPAIRS SINCE THEN. SO LITERALLY FOR 

THE PAST 25 YEARS, IT HAS -- HAS UNDERGONE NO 

RESTORATION OF -- AND IN FACT A NEW REC CENTER WAS 

BUILT LATER BECAUSE OF WHERE THIS -- WHERE THIS 

BUILDING IS. THIS BUILDING IS LOCATED IN THE FLOODPLAIN 

FOR SHOAL CREEK, WHICH MAKES IT A VERY 

PREKPRECARIOUS LOCATION, DAMAGED IN 1981, DAMAGED 

BY PLOODZ IN '86, '91, EVERY TIME SHOAL CREEK HAS 

FLOODED HAD THIS BUILDING HAS BEEN DAMAGED. WHICH 

HAS LED UP TO ITS CURRENT CONDITION. THE -- THE PARKS 

AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, ECONOMICS TO STUDY, TO 

SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE WITH THIS BUILDING, TO SEE IF 

THERE'S A POSSIBILITY OF PRESERVATION. THEY -- THEY 

COMMISSIONED A PRIVATE STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING FIRM 

AND ARCHITECT TO DO A STUDY AND THEY LOOKED AT 

THREE DIFFERENT SCENARIOS, THE FIRST OF WHICH WAS 

TO -- TO ABATE, RESTORE, RENOVATE, REUSE THE BUILDING 

IN ITS CURRENT LOCATION AND THAT WOULD COME WITH A 

PRICE TAG OF BETWEEN 2.3 AND $2.8 MILLION. THE SECOND 

WOULD BE TO ABATE AND RELOCATE THE BUILDING TO 

ANOTHER SITE BY A THIRD PARTY. THAT CAME WITH A PRICE 

TAG OF SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 518 AND $978,000. THEN THE 

THIRD SCENARIO IS TO DEMOLISH THE BUILDING. THAT 

COMES WITH A PRICE TAG OF $340,000. THE -- THE FIRST 

SCENARIO TO ADAPTIVELY, REUSE THIS BUILDING, BECAUSE 

OF ITS LOCATION IN THE SHOAL CREEK FLOODPLAIN WOULD 

REQUIRE EXTENSIVE REWORKING OF THE BUILDING, IT 

WOULD LOSE A LOT OF ITS HISTORIC FABRIC IN THIS 

ADAPTIVE REUSE. THE BUILDING WOULD HAVE TO BE 

RECONFIGURED, MUCH OF THE HISTORIC BUILDING FABRIC 

WOULD HAVE TO BE REPLACED DUE TO DETERRATION AND 

THE BUILDING WOULD HAVE TO BE JACKED UP ON STILTS OR 

PEERS TO GET IT OUT OF THE FLOOD WATERS OF SHOAL 

CREEK. IN ESSENCE, PRESERVATION OF THIS BUILDING ON 

SITE IS A VERY DIFFICULT PROPOSITION AT BEST, BECAUSE 

WE WOULD FOR THE HAVE THE BUILDING RESTORED OR 

PRESERVED IT WOULD BE BASICALLY A BRAND NEW 

BUILDING SET UP ON STILTS. REHABILITATION OF THE 



BUILDING IS ALSO GOING TO REQUIRE A -- A RATHER 

SIGNIFICANT CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND THERE'S NO 

QUESTION THAT -- THAT -- THAT PARKS AND RECREATION 

HAS BEEN STRAPPED FOR MONEY AND THIS IS -- THIS IS 

SOMETHING THAT -- THAT NO LONGER PROVIDES A SERVICE 

TO THE COMMUNITY AND PERHAPS THE MONEY THAT -- THAT 

PARKS AND RECREATION DOES RECEIVE EVERY -- SHOULD 

BE USED FOR THINGS THAT ARE GOING TO BE USED EVERY 

DAY BY THE CITIZENS OF OUR COMMUNITY. FROM STRICTLY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE, LIKE I SAID, THIS 

BUILDING MEETS THE CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK 

DESIGNATION. HOWEVER, DUE TO FORCES OF NATURE WITH 

THE FLOODS ALONG SHOAL CROSS EXAMINE AND 

COMPETING CITY INTERESTS AS FAR AS ALLOCATION OF 

FUNDS, PRESERVATION OF THIS BUILDING IS A VERY 

EXPENSIVE AND PERHAPS NOT VERY PRACTICAL OPTION 

HERE. THAT CONCLUDES MY PRESENTATION. WARREN 

STRUSS, WHO IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARKS AND 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT WILL GIVE YOU AN ADDITIONAL 

PRESENTATION BY STAFF.  

MAYOR?  

Leffingwell: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL WHAT IS YOUR 

RECOMMENDATION ON THIS.  

MY RECOMMENDATION IS FOR PRESERVATION. THAT IS 

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE FACT THAT IT MEETS THE 

CRITERIA FOR A LANDMARK DESIGNATION.  

THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, SIR.  

THANK YOU, MR. SADOWSKY. WELCOME, MR. STRUSS.  

THANK YOU MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS, WARREN STRUSS 

DIRECTOR OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. 

IT WAS AN UNUSUAL CASE, UNUSUAL SITUATION, QUITE 

HONESTLY UNFORTUNATE FOR TWO DEPARTMENTS FOR 

THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO BE IN 

OPPOSITION TO HISTORICCAL ZONING. AS WE CUE UP, GET 

READY FOR A FEW PICTURES, WE WILL BE BRIEF IN OUR 



BRIEFING TO COUNCIL. AS WE CUE UP, WHAT I HAD A 

DIFFERENT TIME DOING WAS FINDING THE 1981 FLOOD AS IT 

IMPACTED THE OLD ARC, I THOUGHT THAT WHAT I WOULD 

DO IS TAKE MYSELF BACK IN TIME FOR 25 YEARS, GIVE YOU 

A REAL QUICK ILLUSTRATION OF WHAT I REMEMBER ABOUT 

THE 1981 FLOOD.  

LEISURE SUIT AND ALL?  

SIR.  

EXACTLY. DURING THAT TIME, IN '81, I REMEMBER BEING 

CALLED OUT EARLY THAT MORNING TO GET ON OUT THERE. 

BECAUSE WE HAD A SERIOUS SITUATION I WOULD PREFER 

GIVING YOU A PICTURE. I UNDERSTAND. I THOUGHT IT 

WOULD BE IMPORTANT THAT I ILLUSTRATE IT REAL QUICKLY. 

AS YOU TAKE A LOOK AT THE PICK, I REMEMBER THE WATER 

LINE ON THE SIDE OF THAT BUILDING UP ABOVE THE 

WINDOWS ON THAT FIRST FLOOR, ABOUT HALFWAY UP 

ABOVE THE WINDOWS ON THAT FIRST FLOOR. I REMEMBER 

STANDING THERE WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER PARKS AND 

RECREATION FOLKS THAT MORNING SAYING, THIS -- THIS 

BUILDING IS NO LONGER CAPABLE OF BEING USED. IT WAS A 

DEVASTATING FLOOD. IT WAS ONE THAT ABSOLUTELY 

DAMAGED THAT BUILDING BEYOND REPAIR. IT WAS 

UNBELIEVABLE, THE FORCE OF WATER AND THE FORCE OF 

SHOAL CREEK THAT NIGHT ON THAT BUILDING. SO -- SO WE 

ARE IN OPPOSITION OBVIOUSLY OF HISTORICAL ZONING. IT'S 

-- IT'S SAD, THE OLD BUILDING THAT I ACTUALLY HAD A 

CHANCE TO OFFICE IN THE BUILDING FOR A FEW MONTHS, 

BUT IT'S TIME FOR THE BUILDING TO BE DEMOLISHED. OUR 

RECOMMENDATION AT THE PARKS AND RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT IS TO DEMOLISH THE BUILDING. AT THIS POINT 

I'M GOING TO ASK THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR STEWART 

STRONG GIVE YOU JUST A FEW POINTS ABOUT WHY THE 

BUILDING NEEDS TO BE DEMOLISHED. STEWART?  

WELCOME, MR. STRONG.  

I'M STEWART STRONG WITH THE PARKS AND RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT. THE -- AS THE OTHER GENTLEMEN HAVE 

PRESENTED TO THIS -- ON THIS CASE, THIS WAS BUILT IN 19 

[INDISCERNIBLE] 4, IT'S BASICALLY A WOODEN BOX. THE GYM 



IS IN THE BACK HALF, THE FRONT HALF IS SIMPLY THE -- THE 

OFFICES. WHAT YOU WOULD SEE IN THE MAP IS THAT WHEN 

THIS WAS BUILT IN 1924, IT WAS ABOUT THE ONLY THING 

DOWN THERE. ALL OF THE ADJOINING BUILDINGS IN THE 

ENTIRE NEIGHBORHOOD WERE UP ON THE BLUFF. THEY 

KNEW ABOUT THE FLOODING. THIS WAS PUT THERE, IT'S AN 

UNFORTUNATE SITUATION. I THINK THAT IS THE PREMISE OF 

THE DILEMMA THAT WE HAVE TODAY. OF COURSE THERE 

WERE 10 MILES OF SHOAL CREEK NORTH OF THIS SITE THAT 

WERE NOT DEVELOPED. THE FLOODS HAVE INCREASED, THE 

FLOODS HAVE CONTINUED BECAUSE OF THAT 

DEVELOPMENT. THE FLOODPLAIN HERE IS MASSIVE. WE ARE 

IN A -- IN AN ELEVATION WHICH IS AS LOW OR LOWER THAN 

THOSE SITES YOU SEE PERIODICALLY WHEN WE SEE THE 

NEWS, THERE'S MASSIVE FLOODING ON LAMAR. IT'S THAT 

LOW. IN RESPONSE OF COURSE THE VOTERS APPROVED 

THE NEW AUSTIN RECREATION CENTER AS YOU CAN SEE IN 

THE PHOTOGRAPH, RAISED ON STILTS IN ORDER TO AVOID 

THIS PROBLEM AGAIN. TODAY OF COURSE IT'S 

SUBSTANTIALLY DETERIORATED. THE FLOODING THAT HAS 

COME HAS WEATHERED IT FROM THE TOP, IT'S ACTUALLY 

FLOODED IT MORE -- MORE FROM THE BOTTOM. SO WE HAVE 

STRUCTURALLY UNSOUND FLOOR JOISTS, WALLS, THE 

BOTTOM IS AS BAD AS THE TOP. THE SITE -- WE DID THE 

CONDITION REPORT TO LOOK AT THE BUILDING. OUR 

PROFESSIONALS TELL US THAT ROUGHLY TWO-THIRDS OF 

THE BUILDING MATERIAL NEEDS TO BE REMOVED. SO -- SO IF 

YOU WANTED TO USE IT, YOU HAVE TO BASICALLY REBUILD 

IT. THE INTERIOR IS UNSAFE. IT'S GOTTEN TO THE POINT 

NOW WHERE WE DON'T LET ANYONE GO INTO THE BUILDING. 

PEOPLE BREAK IN. WE TRY TO AVOID THAT. BUT IT'S AN 

UNSAFE SITUATION. THE CEILING IS RECEIVING RAIN AND 

THE -- AND THE FLOORS ABOVE ARE BEGINNING TO SINK 

DOWN. THE COST WAS ESTIMATED THROUGH THE THREE 

SCENARIOS THAT -- THAT STEVE HAS PRESENTED. I WON'T 

GO OVER THOSE, BUT I�� WILL GIVE YOU A VIEW OF WHAT 

IT WOULD LOOK LIKE. IN ORDER TO AVOID THE PROBLEM OF 

FLOODING, YOU NEED TO REMOVE THE BUILDING FROM THE 

FLOODPLAIN, WHICH IS ABOUT SIT OR 10 FEET AT THIS 

POINT. ONE WAY TO DO IT IS SIMPLY TO REMOVE THE WALLS 

OF THE FIRST FLOOR AND LET THE WATERS PASS THROUGH. 

THEN YOU WOULD REBUILD THE TWO-THIRDS OF THE BAD 



WOOD THAT NEEDS TO BE REPLACED. SO YOU ARE 

VIRTUALLY RECREATING A NEW RECREATION CENTER ON 

STILTS. YOU FILL IN THE BASEMENT SO YOU HAVE A 

WOODEN SLAB, THIS IS NOT QUITE THE BUILDING WE KNEW 

AND LOVED. THE SECOND -- THE SECOND SITUATION WOULD 

BE TO TRY TO FIND SOMEONE WHO WOULD REUSE THE 

BUILDING. IT WOULD BE INCUMBENT UPON THEM TO TAKE 

THIS -- THIS BURDEN, THE CITY WOULD FIRST PAY AGAIN 

FOR THE ABATEMENT WHICH IS ABOUT 700,000 AND THEN 

EITHER WE OR THEY COULD TAKE OUT THE TWO-THIRDS OF 

THE -- OF THE MATERIAL AND SOMEONE ELSE COULD TRY TO 

PUT IT ON ANOTHER SITE. THE THIRD -- THE THIRD 

SCENARIO IS TO -- IS TO ABATE THE MATERIAL AND 

DEMOLISH AND THAT IS OUR RECOMMENDATION TO YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. STRONG. QUESTIONS OF PARKS STAFF, 

COUNCIL?  

WE HAVE FOUR CITIZENS WHO SIGNED UP ALL NOT WISHING 

SPEAK, BLESS THEIR HEART. LET'S SEE. BROOK AND 

HEATHER BAILEY SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK IN 

FAVOR, IN FAVOR OF THE HURRICANE ZONING. AND 

ROSEMARY MERRIAM SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK IN 

FAVOR, CHARLIE BETS NOT WISHING TO SPEAK IN 

OPPOSITION. THOSE ARE ALL OF OUR CITIZEN SIGN UPS ON 

THE ZONING CASE 118. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

WELL, I SAW YOU -- GET YOUR MIC.  

WELL, I WAS GOING TO ASK THE PARKS DEPARTMENT ONE 

QUICK QUESTION. AND YOU IF DID REBUILD IT ON THE 

STILTS, YOU STILL HAVE TO GET A COUNCIL WAIVER TO 

BUILD IN THE FLOODPLAIN, WOULDN'T YOU? I WOULD 

ASSUME SO, COUNCILMEMBER.  

WHICH MIGHT BE DIFFICULT ON THIS COUNCIL.  

ALSO ACCESS IT WOULD BE PRETTY DIFFICULT, TOO.  

THANK YOU.  



Mayor Wynn: COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

YES?  

MAYOR?  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

THE I 

Leffingwell: I WILL MOVE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, 

DENY THE HISTORIC ZONING.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING 

AND DENY HISTORIC ZONINGS ON CASE 118. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? I WILL AGREE AND SUPPORT THE MOTION AND 

RESPECTFULLY FEEL MR. SADOWSKY'S PAIN, WE ALL DO. IT 

WAS A GREAT OLD BUILDING, BUT WAS LOST A GENERATION 

AGO. NOW WE NEED TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO MOVE ON WITH 

OUR PARKS DEPARTMENT. FRANKLY THAT LAND THAT IN 

THEORY COULD BE BETTER UTILIZED. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. 7 -- 

MANAGES TO DENY PASSES ON A VOTE OF 5-0 WITH 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ AND MCCRACKEN OFF THE DAIS. 

MR. GUERNSEY, CASE 119.  

LET ME GO BACK TO ITEM NO. 104, IF I MAY, MAYOR, WE 

WERE ABLE TO CONTACT THE AGENT OR THE OWNER AND 

SHE INDICATED THAT SHE WAS HERE, SHE LEFT ABOUT 5:00 

OR 5:30. BUT SHE IS WILLING TO -- TO CONSIDER OR 

ACTUALLY ALLOW THE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY TO LIMIT IT 

TO FOUR UNITS. WE HAVE ALSO TRIED TO FIND THOSE THAT 

HAVE ACTUALLY SIGNED UP TO SPEAK TO THIS ITEM. WE 

ARE UNABLE TO LOCATE THOSE FOLKS, SO, MAYOR, IF YOU 

CALL THE -- THE OTHER CITIZENS AS WELL, WE HAVE 

LOOKED INSIDE CHAMBERS, LOOKED OUTSIDE CHAMBERS, 

WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE THE PARTIES TO SPEAK TO THIS 

ITEM ON EITHER SIDE.  



WELL, LET'S VERIFY THAT. SO WE HAD THREE CITIZENS 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK ON THIS CASE, 104, AGAIN 

THIS WAS THE CASE -- THIS WAS THE CASE -- 6701 JESTER 

BOULEVARD.  

THOSE CITIZENS WERE [INDISCERNIBLE] DALE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] CAROL LEE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, 

ONE IN FAVOR, TWO IN OPPOSITION. ARE THERE ANY OTHER 

CITIZENS THAT WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS US ON ZONING 

CASE 104? THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY.  

MAYOR, I THINK KNOWING THAT THE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

IS LIMITED TO ONLY FOUR UNITS. I FEEL CONFIDENT THAT 

LAW DEPARTMENT COULD PERFECT AN ORDINANCE WITH 

THAT MINOR CHANGE. WE COULD STILL OFFER THIS FOR 

THREE READINGS. IF YOU WISH, WE COULD DO FIRST 

READING, THEN BRING THIS BACK ANOTHER EVENING.  

JUST A LITTLE HESITANT, FRANKLY, EVEN THOUGH WE ARE 

GOING TO HAVE A DIFFERENT SET OF COUNCILMEMBERS, 

WE ARE NOT HAVING THE PUBLIC HEARING TONIGHT 

ANYWAY, TO APPROVE SOMETHING ON THREE READINGS 

WHEN WE ARE NOT EVEN CONDUCTING THE HEARING, THE 

APPLICANT AGENT ISN'T HERE, THE -- ONLY A COUPLE OF 

CITIZENS WHO WERE INTERESTED ALSO AREN'T HERE, BUT 

IT SEEMS THAT IT IS -- THAT IT IS QUITE -- WOULD BE QUITE 

AS STRAIGHTFORWARD CASE, SIMPLY FOR -- FOUR UNITS 

AND THE OBVIOUS LACK OF TRAFFIC IN THE SCHEME OF 

THINGS THAT THAT WOULD REPRESENT. HAVING SAID THAT, 

WE ARE NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO ACTION, FINAL ACTION 

UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING ANYWAY, I KNOW WE HAVE A LOT 

OF CASES THAT WE HAVE POSTPONED TO JUNE 22nd, BUT I 

THINK IF -- BY JUNE 22nd, A CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR THE -- 

OR THE -- THE DEAL HAS HAD IN WRITING, THAT -- THAT 

VERIFIES IN FACT A LIMITATION WITH FOUR UNITS ON THIS 

TRACT OF LAND, MY INSTINCT IT WOULD GO ON CONSENT 

AGENDA ON THE 22nd 22nd. SO COUNCIL I WOULD 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO GO AHEAD AND POSTPONE THIS 

CASE UNTIL JUNE 22nd AND IF IN FACT THAT APPLICANT 

AGENT IS PREPARED TO OFFER THE -- THE RESTRICTION 

THAT THEY -- THAT SHE SAYS, THEN I -- I HAVING 

SUPPORTIVE OF KEEPING THIS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA 

ON THE 22nd. MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 



MCCRACKEN THAT I WILL SECOND, WHICH IS TO -- TO 

POSTPONE CASE 104 AND -- UNTIL THURSDAY, JUNE 22nd, 

2006. THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY.  

THAT TAKES US BACK TO OUR LAST ZONING ITEM. FOR -- 

FOR ZONING CHANGE AND THAT'S ITEM NO. 119, C 14 H-06-

006, THE BOLDEN-HIGGINS HOUSE, STEVE WILL COME BACK 

FOR THAT.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS. THIS IS A CASE 

IN CLARKSVILLE. IT'S THE BOLDEN HIGGINS HOUSE, COMES 

TO YOU ON A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC 

LANDMARK COMMISSION, AND FROM THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION, HOWEVER I DO WANT TO POINT OUT IN THE 

ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET, THERE IS AN ERROR, THE 

VOTE WAS 7-1 RATHER THAN 8-0 BUT IN FAVOR OF HISTORIC 

ZONING FOR THIS HOUSE. THERE'S ALSO A VALID PETITION 

ON THIS CASE. THIS CASE IS -- CONCERNS THE BOLDEN-

HIGGINS HOUSE AT 1710 WEST 10th STREET. BUILT IN 1928, 

REPRESENTS THE THIRD PHASE OF BUILDING IN 

CLARKSVILLE. A VERY IMPORTANT CLARKSVILLE HOUSE. AS 

YOU ALL ARE -- ARE VERY WELL AWARE, CLARKSVILLE WAS 

THE FIRST FREED MAN WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 

FOUNDED AROUND 1870 BY CHARLES CLARK AND HE WAS 

GIVEN LAND FOR -- FOR SUBDIVISION AND HE -- HE 

ESTABLISHED THE FIRST AREA IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN FOR -- 

FOR FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS AFTER THE CIVIL WAR. 

CLARKSVILLE DEVELOPED VERY QUICKLY BUT THERE WERE 

PHASES OF THAT DEVELOPMENT. THE FIRST PHASE WAS IN 

THE -- IN THE EARLY 1870S, UP THROUGH THE 1880S, 

REPRESENTED BY A RATHER RUDIMENTARY DWELLING 

SUCH AS THE HASKELL HOUSE ON WATERSTOWN STREET. 

VERY SIMPLE, USUALLY TWO ROOM CABINS, CENTER HALL, 

BOARD AND BATTEN TYPE OF HOUSES. SECOND PHASE 

WOULD BE MORE 1890S UP UNTIL 1910 OR SO, THAT WAS 

WHEN CLARKSVILLE REALLY STARTED TO DEVELOP ON ITS 

OWN, THE PEOPLE OF CLARKSVILLE TRANSFORMED FROM -- 

FROM A SEMI AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INTO A MORE URBAN 

SOCIETY AND IN DOING SO THEY BEGAN TO ACCEPT MORE 

URBAN -- MORE URBAN LIFESTYLE, MORE URBAN TASTES. 

SO THAT SECOND PERIOD OF DEVELOPMENT INCLUDES 

HOUSES THAT HAVE QUEEN ANNE STYLE INFLUENCES, SUCH 

AS SEVERAL HOUSES THAT WE HAVE SEEN ON 10th AND 11th 



STREET, AND THEN IT -- IT CONTINUED TO DEVELOP IN THE 

1920S WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUNGALOWS. WHEN YOU 

HAVE PEOPLE THAT ARE COMING OFF OF FARMS INTO THE -- 

THIS AREA OF THE CITY, AND STARTING TO WORK IN URBAN 

TYPES OF JOBS WHERE AFRICAN-AMERICANS WERE 

WORKING AS LABORERS, THEY WERE WORKING FOR THE 

STREET RAILWAYS, THEY WERE -- WOMEN WERE WORKING 

AS DOMESTICS IN HOUSES, THEY WERE TAKING IN LAUNDRY 

IN THEIR HOUSES, BUT THEY BECOME MORE 

SOPHISTICATED. THIS IS -- THIS HOUSE IS WHAT THAT THIRD 

PERIOD OF DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTS. BY THE MID 1920S, 

CLARKSVILLE WAS A VERY ESTABLISHED AFRICAN-

AMERICAN COMMUNITY. THE PROSPERITY LEVEL WAS MUCH 

HIGHER THAN IT HAD BEEN IN THE PAST AND PEOPLE COULD 

BUILD HOUSES THAT WERE MORE IN TUNE WITH NATIONAL 

TRENDS. THIS 1928 HOUSE HAS ALL OF THE HALLMARKS OF 

THE BUNGALOW STYLE. IT'S GOT THE VERY PROMINENT 

FRONT GABLE WITH A CLIPPED FRONT GABLE ON THE 

FRONT, THAT'S THE FLATTENED PART OF THE GABLE THAT 

YOU SEE IN THE PHOTOGRAPH THERE. FULL WIDTH FRONT 

PORCH, WOOD FRAME. THESE HOUSES WERE VERY 

POPULAR THROUGHOUT THE CITY, BUT IT REALLY IS 

UNUSUAL TO SEE SOMETHING LIKE THIS HAPPENING IN 

CLARKSVILLE BECAUSE -- BECAUSE CLARKSVILLE DID LAG 

BEHIND THE REST OF THE CITY, BOTH IN ITS 

ARCHITECTURAL TASTES AND ITS PROSPERITY. SO THIS 

HOUSE REPRESENTS A VERY IMPORTANT BUILDING IN 

CLARKSVILLE AND A VERY IMPORTANT PHASE IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF CLARKSVILLE. THE LAND WAS INITIALLY 

OWNED BY D.J.HAWTHINES, HE WAS A PREPROMINENT 

EARLY DEVELOPER. HE HAD PROPERTY IN CLARKSVILLE, 

PROPERTY IN EAST AUSTIN. BASICALLY HE WOULD SELL THE 

LOTS OFF, SOMETIMES THEY HAD HOUSES ON THEM, 

SOMETIMES THEY DIDN'T AND THEN THE PEOPLE WOULD 

BUILD THE HOUSES ON THE LOTS. THIS HOUSE WAS SOLD 

TO DANIEL AND GERTRUDE BOLDEN, A VERY PROMINENT 

CLARKSVILLE FAMILY. DANIEL WAS BORN IN 1901, WORKED 

AS A LABORER, HE REALLY TYPIFIED THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN AUSTIN AT THE TURN OF THE 

CENTURY UP UNTIL THE 1920S WHEN HE BUILT THIS HOUSE 

IN CLARKSVILLE AND PURCHASED THE LAND FROM MR. 

HOFHEINZ. MR. BOLDEN REPRESENTS A CERTAIN SEGMENT 



OF THE POPULATION. HE WAS NOT OUTSTANDING FOR HIS 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY. BUT HE TYPIFIES SOMETHING 

THAT IS EASILY GOING TO BE LOST WITHOUT PRESERVATION 

OF HOUSES LIKE THIS. HIS WIFE NEVER LISTED AN 

OCCUPATION, BUT IT'S PROBABLE THAT SHE TOOK IN 

LAUNDRY AND DID WORK AS A DOMESTIC IN OTHER AREAS 

OF THE CITY. THE BOLDENS LIVED IN THIS HOUSE UNTIL 

1940. THEY LIVED IN SEVERAL OTHER HOUSES IN 

CLARKSVILLE, ONE ON WATERSSTON THAT WE KNOW. USED 

AS A RENTAL UNIT, IN '58 WAS PURCHASED BY TIMOTHY AND 

BLANCHE HIGGINS. HIGGINS WAS A WAREHOUSE DRIVER, 

LISTED AS THE OWNER IN '58 AND 1965, THERE WERE 

RENTERS IN THE HOUSE IN BETWEEN AND AFTERWARDS. 

THE HOUSE IS CONTRIBUTING TO THE CLARKSVILLE 

NATIONAL REGISTER DISTRICT. IT WILL BE CONTRIBUTING TO 

THE CLARKSVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT. LISTED IN THE 1984 

1984 SURVEY BUT DOES NOT HAVE A PRESERVATION 

PRIORITY. IT IS IN BAD SHAPE. PREVIOUS HEARINGS AT THE 

LANDMARK COMMISSION COMMISSION AND PLANNING 

COMMISSION THE OWNER HAS SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

TERMITE DAMAGE, LEAD PAINT IN THE HOUSE, AREAS 

WHERE THE STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS OF THE FLOOR MAY BE 

FAILING. THESE ARE THINGS THAT A LOT OF PEOPLE DEAL 

WITH IN CLARKSVILLE. AND BECAUSE THIS IS SUCH AN 

IMPORTANT HOUSE, STAFF IS RECOMMENDED HISTORIC 

ZONING FOR THIS HOUSE. NOW, I DO WANT TO -- TO STRESS 

HERE THAT -- THAT WHAT A GOOD ALTERNATIVE HERE, A 

GOOD SOLUTION FOR THIS HOUSE WOULD BE ADAPTIVE 

REUSE. THIS HOUSE IS VERY IMPORTANT TO MAINTAINING 

THE HISTORIC CHARACTER OF CLARKSVILLE, IT'S ONE OF 

THE VERY FEW INTACT HOUSES LEFT IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, IT'S ONE THAT -- THAT REALLY NEEDS TO 

BE PRESERVED TO MAINTAIN THAT HISTORIC STREET SCAPE 

AND ALL THROUGH THIS PROCESS WITH THE -- WITH THE 

APPLICANT FOR THE DEMOLITION PERMIT WE HAVE TALKED 

ABOUT -- ABOUT WAYS TO COME UP WITH A COMPROMISE 

SO THAT WE CAN PRESERVE AND ADAPT ACTIVELY REUSE 

THE HISTORIC FABRIC ON THIS HOUSE FROM THE STREET 

PERSPECTIVE. THERE'S NOTHING THAT -- THAT ANYBODY 

HAS SUGGESTED THAT THIS HOUSE NEEDS TO BE 

COMPLETELY RESTORED AND REUSED. BUT -- BUT WHAT 

COULD BE DONE IS THE HISTORIC FABRIC ON THE STREET 



COULD BE INCORPORATED INTO A NEW DESIGN. FOR THE 

PROPERTY. THAT RESPECTS THE HISTORIC CHARACTER OF 

CLARKSVILLE BY MAINTAINING A HISTORIC STREET FACADE 

FOR THIS HOUSE. I'M SURE WHAT THE -- WHAT THE 

APPLICANT IS PROPOSING IS GOING TO BE VERY TASTEFUL, 

BUT IT'S NOT THE REAL THING AND THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE 

ARE LOOKING FOR IN CLARKSVILLE. IT'S PRESERVING THE 

REAL THING. THEY ARE NOT AN IMITATION, NOT SOMETHING 

THAT COMPLIMENTS IT, BUT SOMETHING THAT IS ACTUALLY 

PART OF CLARKSVILLE'S HISTORY AND A WAY TO DO THAT IS 

TO TAKE SOME OF THE HISTORIC FABRIC, THE DESIGN OF 

THE PORCH, THE FRONT GABLE ON THIS HOUSE, REUSE 

THAT IN THE DESIGN OF A NEW HOUSE. YOU ARE LOOKING 

AT ALL KINDS OF WAYS, ALL KINDS OF ALTERNATIVES TO 

PRESERVATION WHEN PRESERVATION OF THE ENTIRE 

HOUSE MAY NOT BE -- BE WHAT ANYBODY WAS GOING TO BE 

HAPPY WITH BUT THERE SHOULD BE SOME WAY TO 

RESPECT WHAT IS IN CLARKSVILLE. WITH THE HISTORY OF 

THAT NEIGHBORHOOD AND USING THE HISTORIC FABRIC, 

WHATEVER CAN BE DONE TO PRESERVE THIS HISTORIC 

HOUSE AND THE HISTORIC APPEARANCE OF THE STREET IN 

CLARKSVILLE, THIS IS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THERE ARE OTHER PROJECTS IN 

CLARKSVILLE THAT HAVE EITHER DECONSTRUCTED A 

HOUSE AND REBUILT IT WITH SALVAGE MATERIALS FROM -- 

FROM THE HOUSE THAT COULD BE REUSED AND NEW 

MATERIALS WERE NECESSARY, ADDITIONS ARE BUILT ON 

THE BACKS OF HOUSES. BUT STILL THAT HISTORIC STREET 

SCAPE IS MAINTAINED WITH THE HISTORIC FABRIC, NOT 

SOMETHING NEW. SO STAFF DOES RECOMMEND HISTORIC 

ZONING FOR THIS HOUSE, FOR ADAPTIVE REUSE FOR THIS 

PROPERTY. THIS IS -- THIS DOES MEET THE CRITERIA FOR 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION BUT NOT IN SUCH A GRAND WAY 

THAT -- THAT THE PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH THIS HOUSE 

WAS -- WAS A MOVER AND SHAKER IN AUSTIN'S HISTORY. 

THIS WAS ONE OF THE PEOPLE THAT MADE AUSTIN WHAT 

THE CITY IS TODAY. AND THIS PERSON DANIEL BOLDEN WAS, 

EXEMPLIFIED THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN 

CLARKSVILLE AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS AS A LABORER THAT 

MADE THIS CITY WORK AND TICK LIKE A CLOCK. SHOULD BE 

RESPECTED AS THE ENTIRE HISTORIC CHARACTER OF 



CLARKSVILLE SHOULD BE RESPECTED. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. SADOWSKY, QUESTIONS OF STAFF, 

COUNCIL. TECHNICALLY, THIS IS A -- THIS IS A CITY OF 

AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION INITIATED CASE 

WILL CONSIDER MR. SADOWSKY A'S PRESENTATION TO BE 

THAT OF THE APPLICANT AGENT. SO IN OUR TYPICAL ZONING 

HEARINGS WE THEN HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO ARE IN -- IN 

FAVOR OF THE ZONING CASE, WE HEAR FROM FOLKS IN 

OPPOSITION, THE APPLICANT HAS A ONE-TIME THREE 

MINUTE REBUTTAL. WE HAVE FOLKS IN BOTH CAMPS HERE. 

WE HAVE NINE FOLKS SIGNED UP IN OPPOSITION OF THE 

CASE, SEVEN FOLKS SIGNED UP IN FAVOR, ONE PERSON 

NEUTRAL. SO AGAIN WE WILL TAKE THE FOLKS WHO WISH 

TO SPEAK IN FAVOR OF THE CASE FIRST. OUR FIRST 

SPEAKER WILL BE BROOK BAILEY. STILL HERE? THREE 

MINUTES FOLLOWED BY DAVID WEB ARE, FOLLOWED BY 

PAULINE BROWN.  

ACTUALLY, I'M NOT BROOK, I'M MARY REED, BUT I'M GOING 

TO SPEAK FIRST.  

Mayor Wynn: WITHOUT OBJECTION, COUNCIL.  

IF YOU DON'T MIND. [LAUGHTER]  

I'M HERE TODAY TO SPEAK IN FAVOR OF HISTORIC ZONING, 

I'M SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE CLAIRKS VILLAGE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. I'M ON THE 

BOARD OF THAT CORPORATION. AND IT MAY -- IN MAY WE 

PASSED A UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HISTORIC 

ZONING FOR THIS HOUSE. AND WE BASED OUR SUPPORT ON 

A NUMBER OF CRITERIA. ONE AS STEVE SAID THE HOUSE 

WAS BUILT IN THE LATE TWENTIES, ALL OF ITS 

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES ARE STILL INTACT. NOTHING 

ABOUT THE HOUSE HAS BEEN ALTERED. TWO DURING THE 

CITY SPONSORED SURVEY OF THE HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

ALL OF THE HOUSING STOCK IN CLARKSVILLE BACK IN 2000. 

THIS HOUSE WAS RANKED IN NUMBER ONE OF THE HIGHEST 

-- THE HIGHEST INTEGRITY HISTORICALLY. THERE ARE FEW 

IF ANY OTHER BUNGALOW STYLE HOMES LEFT IN 

CLARKSVILLE. THE FIRST FAMILY WHO OWNED THE HOUSE 

LIVED IN IT FOR MANY YEARS WAS AN EARLY CLARKSVILLE 



FAMILY. ALSO CLARK CLARKSVILLE IS ON THE NATIONAL 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, KEEPING THAT IS 

IMPORTANT TO THIS DESIGNATION. WE ARE ALSO GOING TO 

BE GETTING THE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT PROCESS ON 

THE 25th OF THIS MONTH AND THIS HOUSE IS IMPORTANT TO 

THAT DESIGNATION AS WELL. ALSO THE CCDC ACTUALLY 

ENCOURAGES PEOPLE WHO BUY OLDER HOMES IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD TO RESTORE THEM OR TO DO AS STEVE IS 

SUGGESTING RATHER THAN KNOCK THEM DOWN. WE HAVE 

ENCOURAGED THE NEW OWNER TO DO THE SAME. WE HAVE 

TRIED TO MEET WITH HIM, BUT HE'S BEEN UNINTERESTED IN 

TALKING ABOUT WAYS TO KEEP THE HOUSE AND ACHIEVE 

HIS GOALS AS WELL. ON -- ALSO THE OLD WEST AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN EMPHASIZES RESTORATION OF 

HURRICANE BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

BECAUSE THE PLAN SAYS THEY ARE A CHARACTER 

DEFINING FEATURE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT CANNOT 

BE REPLACED. IN ADDITION ONE OF THE EXCLUSIVE 

OBJECTIVES IN THE PLAN IS TO "MAKE A PARTICULAR 

EFFORT TO PRESERVE THE REMAINING HURRICANE 

BUILDINGS IN THE CLARKSVILLE NATIONAL REGISTER 

HISTORIC DISTRICT AS THEY ARE RAPIDLY DIMINISHING." WE 

ARE NOT DENYING THAT THIS HOUSE DOESN'T HAVE 

PROBLEMS. I MEAN, WE HAVE SEEN THE PICTURES. THERE 

ARE MEMBERS OF OUR BOARD WHO ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE 

HOUSE. THEY HAVE BEEN INSIDE IT. BUT THE PROBLEMS 

THAT THE HOUSE WHAT ARE PRETTY TYPICAL OF OLDER 

UNREHABILITATED HOUSES IN CLARKSVILLE AND MANY OF 

THOSE HOUSES HAVE BEEN REHABILITATED. AND ARE 

WORTH QUITE A BIT OF MONEY NOW. SO ALL THAT WE ARE 

ASKING IS THAT YOU GIVE US A CHANCE TO SAVE THIS 

HOUSE, TOO, AND ALLOW IT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE UNIQUE 

HISTORIC NATURE OF CLARKSVILLE. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. REED.  

ANY QUESTIONS?  

QUESTIONS OF MS. REED, COUNCIL? THANK YOU, MA'AM.  

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: BROOK BAILEY, DAVID WEBBER, PAULINE 



BROWN, STEP RIGHT UP. I'M DAVID WEBBER, ME NAME IS -- 

MY NAME IS DAVID WEBBER, I'M A NEIGHBOR OF THE 

PROPERTY IN QUESTION, ALSO AN ARCHITECT IN AUSTIN 

AND I HAVE A -- I HAVE AN ARCHITECT, A SMALL PRACTICE 

HERE. WE ACTUALLY SPECIALIZE SOMEWHAT IN A LOT OF 

REMODELS, ESPECIALLY WITH OLDER HOUSES. I'M ALSO THE 

ARCHITECTURAL REPRESENTATIVE ON THE CCDC THAT 

MERRIAM WAS JUST SPEAKING ABOUT. I'M IN SUPPORT OF 

HISTORIC ZONING FOR THIS PROPERTY FOR FOUR 

REASONS. THE FIRST ONE IS THAT CLARKSVILLE AS MARY 

POINTED OUT IS A NATIONAL REGISTERED HISTORIC 

DISTRICT, WE DEPEND ON HOUSES SUCH AS THIS ONE TO 

KEEP THAT IMPORTANT STATUS. AND KEEP CLARKSVILLE'S 

IMPORTANT ROLE AS AN INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF 

AUSTIN'S URBAN SCAPE, ITS ARCHITECTURAL FABRIC AND 

ITS HERITAGE. CLARKSVILLE IS ONE A VERY SMALL NUMBER 

OF AREAS IN TOWN THAT CAN ACTUALLY OFFER THESE 

THINGS TO AUSTIN AND SO IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT FOR 

THAT REASON. AUSTIN IS REMARKABLY POOR IN TERMS OF 

IMPORTANT HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL WORKS, 

ACTUALLY, SO NOT APPROVING HISTORIC ZONING OPENS UP 

TO THE LOSS OF YET ANOTHER PIECE OF OUR OWN CITY'S 

HISTORY, WHICH ALREADY DOESN'T HAVE A LOT OF. IN 

TERMS OF ARTIFACTS. APPROVING THIS HISTORIC ZONING 

PRESERVES A PIECE OF THE HISTORY THAT I THINK WE 

DESPERATELY NEED. I THINK IT DOES THE GREATER THING 

OF REINFORCING THE NOTION THAT THINGS OF VALUE ARE 

WORTH KEEPING. THE SECOND REZONING SUPPORT IS AS A 

NEIGHBOR FOUR HOUSES DOWN, I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

AWARE OF THIS HOUSE IN PARTICULAR. IT'S A REALLY 

ATTRACTIVE HOUSE ON THE STREET. IT'S TRUE IT DOES 

NEED A LOT OF WORK, THAT'S TRUE OF SO MANY HOUSES, 

SO MANY OLD HOUSE THAT'S -- BUT IT IS CLEARLY A NICE 

HOUSE. ANYONE DRIVING DOWN THE STREET WOULD EASILY 

RECOGNIZE ITS ARCHITECTURAL MERITS, A LOT OF PEOPLE 

WON'T NOTE THE STYLE PARTICULARLY BUT IT WOULD BE 

CLEARLY DISTINCTIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. SOME 

PEOPLE WOULD RECOGNIZE IT AS THE BUNGALOW STYLE, I 

WOULD THINK IN CLARKSVILLE IN PARTICULAR YOU CAN 

TELL THAT IT'S ONE OF JUST A FEW VERY DISTINCT 

EXAMPLES OR VERY GOOD EXAMPLES OF THAT STYLE. THE 

THIRD REASON AS AN ARCHITECT WHO HAS DONE WORK ON 



A LOT OF OLDER HOUSES, SOME OF WHICH HAVE GONE 

THROUGH OR ENTERED THE HISTORIC ZONING PROCESS, I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

GUIDELINES FOR HISTORIC DESIGNATIONS SUCH AS THIS 

DON'T REALLY EVEN REQUIRE THAT MUCH. IT'S KIND OF AS 

MR. SADOWSKY POINTED OUT, REALLY MORE ABOUT THE 

STREET SCAPE OR STREET FACADE OF THE HOUSE, NOT 

MUCH ATTENTION GIVEN TO INTERIOR -- IN FACT KIND OF AN 

OPEN BOOK -- ACCORDING TO THE SECRETARY OF INTERIOR 

GUIDELINES FOR WHICH WE -- PROBABLY SOME OF THE 

BEST GUIDELINES AVAILABLE FOR -- FOR HISTORIC 

DESIGNATED PROPERTIES. I ALSO KNOW FROM -- FROM A 

LOT OF MY OWN EXPERIENCES WORKING AS AN ARCHITECT 

ON OLDER HOMES THAT -- [BUZZER SOUNDING] EVEN WITH 

THE MANY DIFFICULTIES INHERENT TO REMODELING I HAVE 

A COUPLE MORE THINGS --  

Mayor Wynn: PLEASE CONCLUDE.  

EVEN WITH ALL OF THE PROBLEMS WITH THE REMODELING 

IT IS STILL ALMOST ALWAYS MORE COST EFFECTIVE THAN 

DEMOLISHING BUILDING NEW. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF 

WOOD UKT HAVED BUILDINGS FROM MY EXPERIENCE ON 

MANY PROJECTS. I HAVE NOT YET SEEN ANY OF THE 

REMODELS, ANY OF THE MANY PROJECT THAT'S WE HAVE 

DONE ACTUALLY EVER BE MORE MONEY THAN TEARING 

DOWN AND BUILDING NEW, WE HAVE LOOKED AT THAT, WE 

HAVE DONE THAT EXERCISE, STUDYING THIS ON MANY 

PROJECTS. I HAVE MORE TO SAY, I THINK THAT GENERALLY 

IT'S -- THAT'S IT. I'M SUPPORTIVE OF THE HISTORIC ZONING, I 

THINK IT WOULD BE A GREAT THING TO DO.  

THANK YOU, MR. WEBBER. BROOK BAILEY, WELCOME, 

FOLLOWED BY PAULINE BROWN.  

MAYOR, COUNCIL, MY NAME IS BROOK BAILEY, I LIVE AT 1801 

WEST 10th STREET, I'M A NEIGHBOR DOWN THE STREET OF 

THIS HOUSE. WE HAVE A GREAT STREET, FAMILIES, PEOPLE 

THAT VISIT, WE HAVE A LOT OF SMALL HOUSES, MY HOUSE 

IS A LITTLE OVER 1300 SQUARE FEET. IT WAS IN BAD 

CONDITION. IT WAS IN REALLY BAD CONDITION. IT'S NOT 

NOW. A LOT OF WORK HAS BEEN DONE ON IT. THAT'S ALL 

THAT WE ASK IS THAT SOMEBODY COMES IN, LOOKS AT 



WHAT WE HAVE, KEEPS OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, THE OWNER 

HAS EXPERIENCE IN REMODELING. AT THE FIRST HISTORIC 

MEETING WHEN HE FIRST APPROACHED FOR DEMOLITION 

ALL OF THE NEIGHBORS THAT WERE THERE CAME FORWARD 

AND OFFERED THEIR HELP IN INTRODUCING THEM TO 

ARCHITECTS, INVITING THEM INTO OUR HOMES TO SEE HOW 

WE HAVE HANDLED THE SAME PROBLEMS THIS HOUSE HAS. 

TO MY KNOWLEDGE, I DON'T THINK HE'S DONE ANYTHING -- 

ANSWERED ANYONE OR LOOKED INTO THAT AT ALL. I'M AN 

AUSTINITE. I WENT TO PEACE ELEMENTARY, MY MOTHER 

WENT THERE, I WENT TO AUSTIN REC CENTER ALL OF MY 

CHILDHOOD. I LIKE MY NEIGHBORHOOD. I WANT TO KEEP MY 

NEIGHBORHOOD. MY NEPHEWS GO TO PEASE, WE LIKE 

WALKING AROUND THE PARKS, MATTHEWS ELEMENTARY, 

IT'S REALLY VERY IMPORTANT TO US TO MAINTAIN THIS 

VERY SMALL 8 BLOCK PART OF AUSTIN. I MEAN IT'S 8 

BLOCKS, BUT IT'S A HUGE, IMPORTANT PIECE OF OUR 

HISTORY. EVEN THE AREA AROUND IT IS IMPORTANT. BUT 

THIS IS THE FIRST NEIGHBORHOOD THAT WILL BE GOING 

WITH LOCAL HISTORIC DESIGNATION AND WE HAVE TO 

MAINTAIN OUR HOUSING STOCK, OR ELSE WE DON'T GET 

THAT. WE HAVE ALSO SAID WE ARE NOT AGAINST 

REMODELING, ADDING ON TO THIS HOUSE, THERE'S A LOT 

THAT YOU CAN DO, MAINTAIN SOME PART OF THAT 

STRUCTURE THAT MAINTAINS THAT STREET SCAPE, 

MAINTAINS THE HISTORICCAL NATURE OF OUR STREET. WE 

DON'T HAVE BIG HOUSES. PEOPLE SEEM TO RAISE FAMILIES 

IN THEM FINE. THERE'S ROOM ON THIS LOT. THERE'S ROOM 

IN THE BACK TO ADD ON TO THIS HOUSE, WE ARE JUST 

ASKING THIS OWNER TO RESPECT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

RESPECT THE HISTORY OF IT AND LOOK AT DOING 

SOMETHING WITHIN THOSE LINES. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

THANK YOU, MS. BAILEY.  

WELCOME, MS. BROWN. YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

I AM PAULINE BROWN, I GUESS MOST OF YOU KNOW THAT. 

BY NOW. I HAVE BEEN DOWN HERE SO MANY TIMES, BUT 

YOU ARE LOOKING AT HISTORY IN ITSELF. YOU ARE TALKING 

ABOUT THE BOLDEN HIGGINS HOUSE. I WAS BORNE OUT 

THERE. I'M STILL THERE. THERE ARE A LOT OF HOUSES OUT 

THERE THAT ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR. BUT THERE ARE A LOT 



OF HOUSES ALL OVER AUSTIN THAT ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR, 

BUT WE ARE TRYING TO HOLD ON TO ONE OF THE OLDEST 

NEIGHBORHOODS IN AUSTIN. IT DATES BACK TO 1871. MY 

FAMILY HELPED CUT THE STREETS OF THE ENFIELD. MY 

FAMILY HELPED MAKE AND DO A LOT OF THINGS FOR THE 

CITY. THEY WORKED FOR THE CITY. OF COURSE 15 SIBLINGS 

OF MY MOTHER, IN ONE HOUSEHOLD, WHICH DIDN'T HAVE 

THAT MUCH ROOM. AND YOU KNOW THEY HAD PROBLEMS, 

BUT -- BUT ALL OF -- ALL HAVE MANAGED TO LIVE THROUGH 

IT. THEY WENT ON -- TO BE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN. WITH ME, I 

AM ONE OF THOSE ANCESTORS THAT I HAVE WORKED WITH 

THE CITY, I HAVE WORKED AT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, I 

WORKED WITH CHIEF MILES, I HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH 

THE CITY. AND EVERY WAY THAT I POSSIBLY COULD HELP. 

SINCE 1956. THAT'S WHEN I STARTED FIGHTING FOR THE 

RIGHTS OF CLARKSVILLE AND ALL OF MY RELATIVES. 

BECAUSE WHEATSVILLE HAD BEEN TOOK OVER BY THE 

UNIVERSITY. AND I REMEMBER THAT AREA WELL BECAUSE -- 

BECAUSE THOSE WERE TWO -- TWO SLAVERY COMMUNITIES. 

SO I'M ASKING YOU ALL, PLEASE, SAFE A LITTLE HISTORY -- 

SAVE A LITTLE HISTORY FOR ME. SAVE A LITTLE HISTORY 

FOR THOSE THAT'S COMING ALONG. SAVE SOME HISTORY 

FOR AUSTIN. WE NEED IT. BECAUSE WE ARE LOSING SO 

MUCH HISTORY IN CLARKSVILLE AND OTHER AREAS. BUT IF 

YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT CLARKSVILLE, HERE I AM. I'VE 

LIVED IN THOSE AND PLAYED IN THOSE HOUSES. ONE OF 

THE BOLDENS IS HI SISTER-IN-LAW, SO YOU KNOW I KNOW 

THEM. THE HIGGINS, YES. THEY GREW UP IN CLARKSVILLE. 

SO PLEASE, LET US HAVE JUST THIS LITTLE BIT. PLEASE. 

SAVE THE HISTORY. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. BROWN. GLAD TO HAVE YOU 

BACK. [LAUGHTER] LET'S SEE. BEVERLY DUNN, STEVEN 

STEVENS AND JEAN STEVENS, NOT WISHING TO SPEAK BUT 

IN FAVOR OF THE HISTORIC ZONING, ROSEMARY MERRIAM 

NOT WISHING TO SPEAK NEUTRAL ON THE CASE. NOW WE 

HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO ARE IN OPPOSITION OF THE 

HISTORIC ZONING, OF THE ZONING CASE. AND PEOPLE CAN 

GO IN WHATEVER ORDER THEY WANT. FIRST IS MATT 

RISINGER, SORRY IF I MISPRONOUNCED THAT. MATT. I WILL 

READ OFF THE NAMES OF FOLKS WHO WANTED TO SPEAK, 

YOU ALL ARE WELCOME TO SPEAK IN WHATEVER ORDER 



YOU WANT TO, MATT RISINGER, CAT WHEN IT LIVE, PATRICK 

SUTTON, KATHRYN SUTTON, BOB SPRAYING AND STEVE 

NELSON, PETER PFEIFFER, WELCOME.  

MR. MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, MY NAME IS STEVE 

NELSON, I'M A CONSULTING STRUCTURAL ENGINEER WITH 

NELSON ENGINEERING, I'VE BEEN A PRACTICING ENGINEER 

IN THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR 22 YEARS AND -- AND IN THE 

COURSE OF MY -- OF MY BUSINESS IS PRIMARILY FORENSIC 

RELATED, I INVESTIGATE PROBLEMS WITH BUILDINGS AND 

STRUCTURES. I HAVE LOOKED AT OVER 3,000 BUILDINGS 

AND HOUSES IN THE AUSTIN AREA IN THE LAST 22 YEARS. 

AND THE OWNER OF THIS PROPERTY, MR. PATRICK SUTTON 

HIRED ME TO COME OUT AND DO A STRUCTURAL 

EVALUATION OF THIS SINGLE STORY RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

THAT WAS ON THIS LAND. HE DID INFORM ME THAT THE 

BUILDING WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR HISTORICAL STATUS 

AND ASKED THAT I LOOK AT THE BUILDING TO DETERMINE IF 

ANY PORTIONS OF THIS BUILDING IS SALVAGEABLE, ALSO TO 

SEE IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO RELOCATE THE BUILDING. I 

WOULD LIKE TO TALK REAL BRIEFLY ABOUT THE STYLE OF 

CONSTRUCTION BECAUSE I THINK THAT IT'S IMPORTANT 

THAT WE UNDERSTAND WHAT WE ARE DEALING HERE WITH. 

THIS TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION ON THIS BUILDING IS NOT 

STANDARD WHAT WE WOULD CLASSIFY AS STANDARD 

CONSTRUCTION TODAY. THE -- IF YOU LOOK AT THE SORRY, 

GO BACK ONE NOW. THE DRAWING THERE ON THE RIGHT IS 

WHAT WE WOULD CONSIDER TYPICAL STAND WOOD 

CONSTRUCTION, WOOD FRAMED HOUSES, YOU WILL NOTICE 

THAT THE WALLS HAVE -- HAVE VERTICAL MEMBERS THAT 

WE CALL STUDS. AND THIS PROVIDES THE STRENGTHENING 

ELEMENTS FOR THE BUILDING. IN ADDITION TO THAT, THE 

WALLS ARE THEN SHEATHED WITH EITHER PLYWOOD OR 

SOME TYPE OF VENEER WHICH THEN ADDS ADDITIONAL 

STRENGTHENING TO THE BUILDING. THIS PARTICULAR CASE 

ON THIS HOUSE IS WHAT WE WOULD CLASSIFY AS A BOX 

FRAME CONSTRUCTION, IF YOU LOOK AT THE DRAWING ON 

YOUR LEFT, YOU CAN SEE ESSENTIALLY WHAT IT COSTS OF, 

A BEAM ON THE BOTTOM AND THEN IT'S NOT SHOWN IN THE 

DRAWING, BUT THERE'S A BEAM ON THE TOP, THEN 

VERTICAL PLANKS ARE NAILED TO THE TWO BEAMS. AND 

ESSENTIALLY WHAT YOU END UP WITH IS A BOX WHICH IS 



WHY IT'S CALLED A BOX BOX FRAME CONSTRUCTION. FLOOR 

BEAMS ARE ALSO CONNECTED TO THAT BOTTOM BEAM. THE 

BOTTOM AND TOP BEAM ARE THE CRIMINALCAL ELEMENTS 

IN THIS TYPE OF STRUCTURE. IF THOSE ARE DAMAGED, 

THEY LOSE ANY KIND OF STRENGTH, THE STRUCTURAL 

INTEGRITY OF THE WHOLE BUILDING IS JEOPARDIZED. 

DURING MY INVESTIGATION OF THE STRUCTURE, GO TO 

SOME OF THE NEXT PICTURES THERE, YOU CAN SEE THERE 

OBVIOUSLY SEVERE DAMAGE THERE TO THE PORCH. HAS 

COLLAPSED. I KNOW THAT THERE'S BEEN ONE OR TWO 

PEOPLE THAT HAVE STEPPED THROUGH THE FLOORING. 

WHEN I LOOKED AT THE CRAWL SPACE, THE UNDERPART OF 

THE STRUCTURE, ALL OF THE BEAMS, THE WOOD BEAMS 

WERE SAGGING. THERE WAS EXCESSIVE AMOUNTS OF 

WHAT I CALL FUNGAL DECAY. WHICH WAS ACTUALLY NOT 

THAT COMMON, MOST OF THE TIME WE SEE MOLD AND 

MILDEW WHEN DO NOT DAMAGE A STRUCTURE, BUT FUNGAL 

DECAY CAN LITERALLY DESTROY THE FIBERS OF THE WOOD. 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH HERE CLEARLY SHOWS SEVERAL 

PLACES ON THE WOOD BEAMS THAT THE WHITE IS FUNGAL 

ROT. THE UNDERSIDE OF THE FLOOR PLANKING ALSO HAS 

EXCESSIVE AMOUNTS OF FUNGAL ROT AND DECAY. THE 

BUILDING IS SUPPORTED ON OLD CEDAR POSTS. THROUGH 

THE YEARS THEY HAVE BEEN -- ARE IN AN ADVANCED STATE 

OF DEGRADATION DUE TO DRY ROT, MOISTURE AND ALSO 

TERMITE INFESTATION. NOW, IF IT WAS JUST THE 

FOUNDATION GENERALLY IF -- WE HAVE SEEN A LOT OF 

WOOD STRUCTURE HOUSES, PIER AND BEAM HOUSES 

WHICH USED A LOT OF OLD CEDAR POSTS, THOSE CAN 

EASILY BE REPLACED AND PUT IN A NEW FOUNDATION 

SYSTEM. [BUZZER SOUNDING] THE DAMAGINGS BEYOND 

THAT. THIS PICTURE HERE IS ONE -- I WILL WRAP THIS UP 

REAL QUICK. ONE OF THE BOTTOM BEAMS THAT I WAS 

TALKING ABOUT AND YOU CAN SEE THAT IT'S IN AN 

ADVANCED STATE OF DEGRADATION. CONSEQUENTLY AS A 

RESULT OF THE AMOUNT OF DISTRESS AND DEGRADATION 

THAT I SAW IN THIS STRUCTURE, IT WAS MY 

RECOMMENDATION THAT IT BE DEMOLISHED. I DON'T TAKE 

THIS LIGHTLY. I WANT TO SAY IN ALL OF THOSE 

STRUCTURES THAT I HAVE LOOKED AT OVER THE PAST 22 

YEARS, I HAVE ONLY SEEN PROBABLY HALF A DOZEN THAT I 

RECOMMENDED DEMOLITION ON. I THINK THAT I FIND IT 



REALLY INCREDULOUS THAT THE HISTORIC LANDMARK 

COMMISSION DID NOT HAVE THEIR OWN PEOPLE COME OUT, 

MY UNDERSTANDING HAVE YET TO COME OUT THERE, LOOK 

AT THE DAMAGE IN THIS STRUCTURE. I CANNOT BELIEVE 

THEY WOULD NOT AGREE WITH ME THAT THIS STRUCTURE 

IS NOT SALVAGEABLE. STRUCTURALLY UNREPAIRABLE, 

SAFETY HAZARDS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH, 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY?  

Dunkerly: I DID GO OUT AND SEE THE HOUSE. WHEN -- I'M NOT 

AN ENGINEER, WHATEVER IT IS THAT YOU DO. VISUALLY 

THERE'S A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF DAMAGE, BUT MY 

QUESTION, ARE THERE ANY ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 

LIKE THE LITTLE -- THE LITTLE GABLE ON THE FRONT OR 

SOMETHING THAT COULD BE PRESERVED AND PERHAPS 

USED IN A DIFFERENT DESIGN JUST TO PRESERVE SOME OF 

THOSE ELEMENTS. WELL, ONCE AGAIN, THE -- THE AMOUNT 

OF TERMITE INFESTATION AND DAMAGE THAT I SAW, I 

WOULD BE SURPRISED. I MEAN, YOU KNOW, TO SAY THAT 

THE LITTLE GABLE UP ON THE TOP WOULD PRESERVE THE 

HISTORICAL ASPECT OF THE STRUCTURE, PERSONALLY YOU 

COULD REBUILD THE STRUCTURE, MAKE IT LOOK THE SAME 

IF THAT WAS THE INTENT OF TRYING TO PRESERVE THE 

HISTORICAL NATURE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. I AM 

SYMPATHETIC TO THAT, I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN SEVERAL 

RENOVATIONS OF THE HISTORICAL STRUCTURES, THAT IS A 

VERY NICE NEIGHBORHOOD.  

LIKE I SAID, I DIDN'T SEE THAT IT COULD -- COULD -- IT WAS 

SO SEVERELY DAMAGED, I'M -- I DIDN'T THINK ABOUT -- I 

WASN'T CONSIDERING THE REBUILDING. I WAS JUST 

CONSIDERING THE FACADE TYPE OF THINGS.  

WELL, PERSONALLY, I DON'T THINK BASED ON THE DAMAGE 

THAT I SAW THERE, THAT THE FACADE CAN BE SALVAGED.  

THANK YOU, MR. NELSON.  

THANK YOU.  

MY NAME IS PATRICK SUTTON, MY WIFE AND I OWN THIS 

HOUSE. I AM A DESIGN BUILDER, MY WIFE AND I MOVED 

HERE FROM ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA. A LOT OF MY WORK HAS 



BEEN ON HOUSES THAT ARE 150 TO 200 YEARS OLD. I'M 

VERY FAMILIAR WITH HOW TO WORK ON HISTORIC HOUSES. I 

CAME DOWN IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR TO -- TO FIND A 

HOUSE FOR MY FAMILY TO LIVE IN WHEN WE MOVED HERE. 

I'M ORIGINALLY, I'M A TEXAN MYSELF. NOT THAT MUCH 

COMES FOR SALE, COMES UP FOR SALE IN OLD AUSTIN. MY 

WIFE AND I FELL IN LOVE WITH CLRKS VILLAGE. VERY LITTLE 

WAS FOR SALE. WHEN I LOOKED AT THIS HOUSE, I WAS 

EXTREMELY NERVOUS. MY WIFE AND I DID A LOT OF 

RESEARCH. WE LEARNED ABOUT THE HISTORIC ISSUES 

THAT ARE GOING TO BE RELEVANT WHEN YOU BUY A HOUSE 

HERE. I DID A LOT OF INVESTIGATION OF THIS HOUSE, WE 

DID A LOT OF DISCUSSION WITH THE HIGGINS FAMILY THAT 

OWNED THE HOUSE FOR 50 YEARS. THE -- MY ASSESSMENT 

WAS THIS HOUSE WAS WELL BEYOND REPAIR IN ANY 

FINANCIALLY FEASIBLE WAY. I DID NOT KNOW WHAT I WOULD 

LEARN LATER FROM THE OTHER CONSULT TANT THAT CAME 

IN, I KNEW THAT I DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO MAKE IT 

INTO A HOUSE FOR MY FAMILY. TALENT I ALSO CALLED MR. -- 

AT THAT TIME I ALSO CALLED MR. SADOWSKY AT THE CITY, 

HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS INVOLVED IN RESEARCHING 

SOME HOUSES, HE WOULD GET BACK TO ME. HE DIDN'T GET 

BACK TO ME. I MADE REPEATED PHONE CALLS TO HIS 

OFFICE. COULD NOT GET AN ANSWER BACK FROM THE CITY. 

WE WERE FACING TIME PRESSURES WHETHER TO BUY THE 

HOUSE OR NOT. WE GOT IN TOUCH WITH THE HIGGINS 

FAMILY, ASKED THEM IF THEY WERE WILLING TO HELP US IN 

GETTING INVOLVED IN THE DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION 

PROCESS. THE HIGGINS FAMILY AS AMENABLE TO THAT. 

GAVE US AN AFFIDAVIT TO GET THE PROCESS STARTED FOR 

EITHER DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION. CLARKSVILLE 

DEVELOPMENT BOARD DECLINED TO TAKE THE HOUSE AND 

TRY TO MOVE IT. OTHER REAL ESTATE AGENTS THAT WE 

HAVE CONTACTED HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO FIND ANYONE 

WILLING TO TAKE THE HOUSE. WE KNOW NOW THAT EVEN IF 

YOU WANTED TO TAKE THIS HOUSE YOU COULDN'T. THE 

HOUSE HAS NO STUDS. THE WALLS ARE THIS THICK. EVEN IF 

YOU COULD COMPLETELY RESTORE SOME ASPECT OF THIS 

HOUSE, YOU WOULD HAVE TO REBUILD IT FROM THE INSIDE 

SIMPLY TO GET A PERMIT TO ALLOW PEOPLE TO LIVE IN THE 

HOUSE YOU COULDN'T DO ANYTHING WITH WHAT YOU HAD 

REBUILT. THE INFESTATION YOU WILL HEAR FROM OUR 



CONSULTANT IS SO SEVERE THAT PEOPLE FALL THROUGH 

THE FLOOR AS I HAVE. OUR TENANTS WHOM WE BOUGHT 

OUT SO THEY COULD GET OUT OF THIS PLACE LAID FLY 

WOOD ON THE FLOOR SO THEY DIDN'T FALL THROUGH. IT'S 

NOT JUST FALLING, JOISTS, THE STRUCTURE IS FALLING 

APART IN THE HOUSE, IT GOES FROM THE TOP TO THE 

BOTTOM. BECAUSE IT HAS NO STUDIES, IF YOU TAKE 

ANYTHING OFF THE HOUSE THAT IS THE HOUSE. ALL THAT'S 

HERE IS THE SKIN OF A HOUSE. WHAT YOU THINK OF AS A 

HOUSE IS MUCH MORE ELABORATE THAN THIS. NO PLACE 

WHERE WE CAN GET UNDER AND START TO LIFT THE HOUSE. 

WE WOULD HAVE TO TAKE IT APART PIECE BY PIECE, 

EXAMINE EVERY PIECE, CUT AWAY THE ROT OR FUNGUS OR 

WHATEVER IS THERE, DEALING WITH LEAD PAINT TRYING TO 

SAW THAT STUFF ON THE SITE. THERE IS NO FEASIBLE WAY 

TO DO THIS. I ASK THE CITY COUNCIL TO PLEASE CONSIDER 

THE FINANCIAL REALITY HERE, MY FAMILY REALLY WANTS 

TO LIVE IN CLARKSVILLE. WE WANT TO LIVE IN A HOUSE IN 

CLARKSVILLE. THIS IS NOT A HOUSE. THIS HOUSE HAS BEEN 

SITTING FOR OVER 40 YEARS, IT'S NOT BEEN TOUCHED BY 

ANYONE. 1999 CALLED THE CITY AND ASKED THAT IT BE 

WORKED ON. NO ONE TOLD ANYONE INCLUDING THE 

HIGGINS FAMILY WHO WAS EXTREMELY SURPRISED TO 

HEAR THAT THIS HOUSE WAS THE SUBJECT OF ANY 

HISTORIC ACTION. IT WOULD BE OPEN ENDED FINANCIAL 

COMMITMENT THAT NO FAMILY MOVING HERE THAT'S 

MIDDLE CLASS CAN GET INVOLVED WITH. IF WE CAN'T -- IF 

WE CAN'T TEAR THIS HOUSE DOWN AND BUILD, WE CAN'T 

LIVE IN CLARKSVILLE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

THANK YOU, MR. SUTTON.  

QUESTIONS OF MR. SUTTON, COUNCIL? COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: MR. SUTTON, CAN YOU TELL US SOMETHING, I 

GUESS THE PREVIOUS SPEAKER SUGGESTED THAT THERE 

WAS -- THERE WAS SOME INTEREST OR ABILITY TO -- TO I 

MEAN I THINK YOU SAID EFFECTIVELY REBUILD THE HOUSE, 

IT'S -- IT'S THE SAME STYLE OR CONSTRUCTION AND -- AND I 

DON'T KNOW THAT THAT WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT WE 

WOULD BE LOOKING AT PERHAPS, WE WOULD, BUT I KNOW 

THERE IS SOME -- SOME -- WE WILL HAVE THE HISTORIC 



DISTRICT ORDINANCE COMING FOR US VERY SOON AND THE 

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, TOO. AND THE -- AND THE -- THE 

POTENTIAL IS THERE TO -- THAT I GUESS THOSE ARE 

ALREADY WRITTEN OUT TO GIVE US SOME GUIDANCE OF 

HOW HOMES CAN BE TORN DOWN AND REPLACEMENT 

HOMES CAN FIT INTO THE HISTORICCAL FABRIC OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. SO WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW FROM 

YOU IS WHAT ARE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE 

REPLACEMENT AND IS IT POSSIBLE THAT WE COULD HAVE 

SOME REPLACEMENT IN THE CRITERIA OF THE HISTORIC 

DISTRICT.  

ABSOLUTELY. YOU WILL HEAR FROM OUR ARCHITECT MR. 

PFEIFFER WHO IS A RENOWNED GREEN BUILDER IN THE 

UNITED STATES, THE HOUSE THAT WE WANT TO BUILD IS 

BASED ON WHAT'S CALLED THE PATTERN LANGUAGE, THE 

CORE OF SOMETHING CALLED THE NEW URBANISM.  

McCracken: IT'S A GREAT BOOK. IT'S LONG BUT --  

I'M A PATTERN LANGUAGE BUILDER, THAT'S ONE REASON I 

WORKED IN VIRGINIA. THE HOUSE WILL NOT ONLY BE IN 

SCALE, IT WILL FIT WITHIN THE NEW RULES I UNDERSTAND 

THAT YOU ARE TAKING UP TONIGHT AS FAR AS BUILDING 

ENVELOPE. IT WILL ALSO HAVE A FRONT PORCH OPEN TO 

THE STREET LIKE THIS HOUSE. IT WILL BE A PORCH WHICH IS 

SMALL ENOUGH TO SPEAK TO THE LANDSCAPE, CLOSELY 

TIED TO THE LOT ITSELF. IT WILL BE A TRADITIONAL LOOKING 

HOUSE, MODEST IN SCALE, 2,000 SQUARE FEET, NOT 

PUSHING THE LIMITS WITH THIS HOUSE. WE CAN'T AFFORD 

TO BUILD A BIGGER HOUSE, IT'S ALSO NICE THAT WE ARE 

NOT GOING TO. IT'S FAR FROM A McMANSION. I REASSURE 

YOU EVERYONE WOULD BE PROUD TO HAVE THIS HOUSE IN 

A HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD.  

McCracken: THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. SUTTON. OTHER SPEAKERS 

WITLIFF, JIM WITLIFF HERE, LOOKS LIKE CAT [INDISCERNIBLE] 

SIGNED UP. KATHRYN SUTTON SIGNED UP AS DID BOG 

SPRAYING. WELCOME.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, 



COUNCILMEMBERS, MY NAME IS STEVEN WITLIFF. I AM 

USUALLY A PAID CONSULTANT. HERE TONIGHT AS A FRIEND 

OF PATRICK AND KATHERINE SUTTON. I HAVE ADVISED THEM 

BASED ON MY 24 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN WORKING 

WITHIN THE CITY'S REGULATIONS FROM -- FROM NEARLY 

THE BEGINNING OF THIS PROCESS, AND I AM VERY 

IMPRESSED THAT -- THAT THROUGHOUT THE PROCESS THEY 

HAVE DOTTED EVERY I, CROSSED EVERY T, THEY HAVE 

PLAYED COMPLETELY WITHIN THE RULES AS DIFFICULT AS 

THAT WAS AND AS TEMPTING AS IT MIGHT BE FOR SOME 

PEOPLE TO CIRCUMVENT SOME OF THE RULES OR TRY TO 

CIRCUMVENT THE RULES. THEY HAVE -- THIS HAS BEEN A 

VERY RAINFALL ROSE FOR THEM AS PATRICK SUTTON 

MENTIONED EARLIER, THEY -- THEY BOUGHT THIS HOUSE 

WITH TENANTS IN IT. WHEN THEY BOUGHT IT, THEY BOUGHT 

IT NOT FROM INEXPERIENCE OR KNIFE TEE AS WAS -- 

NAIVETY WAS AS SAID BY FOLKS AT THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION MEETING, BUT -- BUT WITH THOROUGH 

KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THE HOUSE WAS AND ABSOLUTE 

RESEARCH ON ALL LEVELS IN MY OPINION. NOW, IF THERE 

WAS A WAY TO ADAPTIVELY REUSE THE HOUSE, I THINK 

THEY WOULD BE CONSIDERING THAT. SADLY THERE'S NOT. I 

HAVE LOOKED AT THIS HOUSE, I HAVE READ THEIR REPORTS 

AND UNFORTUNATELY THE WORST DAMAGE TO THIS 

STRUCTURE IS THE FRONT OF THE STRUCTURE. IN MY 

RESEARCH THIS PROPERTY IF IT WERE BEFORE THE 

BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION, WOULD BE -- WOULD BE 

THE VOTE WILL BE FOR DEMOLITION. THE STRUCTURE IS 

NOT SAFE WHEN THE SUTTONS DETERMINED THE LEVEL OF -

- OF DANGER IN THIS STRUCTURE SO -- BECAUSE OF THE 

FLOOR BEAMS ROTTING, THE JOISTS ROTTING, THE PIERS 

HAVING ROTTED 70 TO 80% OF THEIR BEARING CAPACITY. 

THERE'S ON JUST FOR -- THEY ARE JUST -- THEY EVACUATED 

THEIR LEASE, GIVE THEM A MONTH FREE BECAUSE THEY 

DIDN'T HAVE A WAY OF MOVING. THEY DID THIS OUT OF THE 

MORAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFETY OF THESE FOLKS. 

AS PATRICK SAID FLORKS INSULATION IN ANY OF THE 

WALLS, VERY ATYPICAL CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND IT 

IS A DANGEROUS BUILDING AS IT STANDS TODAY. 

UNFORTUNATELY I DON'T THINK THAT IT'S SAVABLE, I URGE 

YOU TO DENY THE HISTORIC ZONING, THANK YOU.  



THANK YOU, MR. WITLIFF. AGAIN, KATHRYN SUTTON. 

WELCOME TO ADDRESS US, AS IS BOB SPRAYING, AND -- 

[ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

HI, NAME IS KATYA WITLIFF. THIS IS THE STORY OF THE EMPT 

ERROR'S NEW CLOTHES. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR 

CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

HE WOULD NOT ADMIT HE SAW NOTHING. AND THEN HIS MEN 

SAID, OH, THESE CLOTHES ARE MAGNIFICENT. THE 

EMPORER DECIDED TO WEAR HIS NEW CLOTHES TO THE 

GREAT PROCESSION THE FOLLOWING DAY. THE EMPORER'S 

ASSISTANTS WERE TO CARRY THE TRAIN. THEY REACHED 

DOWN, PRETENDED TO LIFT THE STICK. THEY WOULD NOT 

ADMIT THEY COULD NOT SEE THE CLOTHES. THE EMPORER 

WALKED BY AND ALL THE PEOPLE CHEERED. OH, HOW 

SPLENDID ARE THE EMPORER'S NEW CLOTHES. BUT AMONG 

THE CROWD A LITTLE CHILD SUDDENLY IS SAID HE HASN'T 

GOT ANYTHING ON. AND SOON EVERYONE WAS SAYING 

THAT, THE EMPORER HAD THE UNCOMFORTABLE FEELING 

THAT WHAT THEY WERE SAYING WAS TRUE. THE 

ESPECIALLY EMPORER WALKED BOLDLY ON, HOLDING HIS 

HEAD HIGHER THAN BEFORE. AND HIS ASSISTANTS HELD' TO 

THE TRAIN THAT WASN'T REALLY THERE. MAYOR WYNN AND 

COUNCILMEMBERS, I'M ASKING YOU TO PLOOZ CONSIDER 

THE REAL -- TO PLEASE CONSIDER THE REAL CONDITION OF 

THIS BUILDING, NOT ONE PEOPLE WANT YOU TO SEE. THANK 

YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU.  

McCracken: JIM, IS THAT AN ALLY GORY FOR THE CITY 

COUNCIL? [ LAUGHTER ]  

Mayor Wynn: BOB SPRAGUE.  

Kim: SHE READ VERY WELL. YOU'RE A VERY GOOD READER. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

MY NAME IS BOB SPRAGUE. I'M THE OWNER OF 

INDEPENDENT PEST MANAGEMENT CONSULTING. I'M A 

TECHNICAL AND LEGAL CONSULTANT IN THE URBAN PEST 

CONTROL FIELD WITH 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE. I WAS 



CONTRACTED BY MR. SUTTON TO TAKE A LOOK AT THIS 

HOUSE. AS FAR AS PESTS, WOOD DESTROYING INSECTS 

AND OTHER ORGANISMS IN THE HOUSE, YOU HAVE MY 

REPORT IN FRONT OF YOU, ALSO A DIAGRAM I FOUND TO 

KEEP IT SHORT AND SWEET. WHILE UNDER THE HOUSE I DID 

FIND EXTENSIVE DAMAGE DUE TO TERMITES. WOOD 

DESTROYING BEETLES, WHITE AND DRY ROT. THE CRAWL 

SPACE IS EXCESSIVELY MOIST, CAUSING CONDUCIVE 

CONDITIONS TO MAKE THE AREA WORSE THAN THIS FOR 

THIS AREA. MANY OF THE BEAMS AND SUPPORT JOISTS 

WERE COMPROMISED DUE TO -- SUPPORT WAS 

COMPROMISED DUE TO THE DAMAGE FROM THE INSECTS 

AND FUNGI UNDER THE HOUSE. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME OF 

THE YEARS I'VE BEEN INSPECTING CRAWL SPACE UNDER 

HOUSES THAT I FELT THAT MY MORTAL SAFETY WAS IN 

DANGER DUE TO THE FACT THAT PEOPLE WALKING INTO THE 

HOUSE AND PARTS OF THE HOUSE WERE FALLING ON TOP 

OF ME HAD TO DO WITH THIS INSPECTION. THAT'S ALL I HAVE 

TO SAY ABOUT THIS. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, I'D BE 

HAPPY TO ANSWER THEM.  

Mayor Wynn: ANY QUESTIONS, COUNCIL? THANK YOU, SIR. 

OUR LAST SPEAKER IS PETER PFEIFFER. WELCOME. YOU 

WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY, MAYOR AND MAYOR 

PRO TEM, THE COUNCIL. MANY OF YOU KNOW WHO I AM. 

AND I HOPE YOU ALSO REALIZE THAT I AM AN ARCHITECT IN 

THE CITY AND HAVE BEEN HERE FOR OVER 25 YEARS AND 

WE HAVE DONE PROBABLY 250 RENOVATIONS OF OLD 

HOUSES IN THE VARIOUS NEIGHBORHOODS, TRAVIS 

HEIGHTS, CLARKSVILLE, HYDE PARK AND THE LIKE. I TOO 

HAVE NEVER SEEN A HOUSE THIS BAD. AND OUR FIRST 

INCLINATION WHEN WE WERE HIRED TO LOOK AT THIS 

PROJECT IS LET'S FIGURE OUT WHAT WE CAN DO TO 

PRESERVE IT. THERE IS LITERALLY JUST A SKIN THAT MIGHT 

BE ABLE TO BE PRESERVED, BUT IT WAS TOO INFESTED 

WITH ROT AND TERMITES TO EVEN BE PRESERVABLE. IT IS 

LITERALLY JUST A SKIN. I HAVE SERVED ON THE HISTORIC -- 

I'VE BEEN ON THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY. I'M 

VERY SYMPATHETIC TO THE IDEA, BUT LET'S LOOK HERE 

REALISTICALLY. THESE FOLKS DON'T HAVE THE MONEY TO 

MAKE A MUSEUM OUT OF THIS HOUSE. AND WHAT'S EVEN 



MORE TELLING IS NONE OF THE NEIGHBORS WERE WILLING 

TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE TO DO IT TOO. THIS IS NOT A 

SURVIVOR OF THE ALAMO'S HOUSE. THIS IS A NORMAL 

PERSON'S HOUSE. THERE ARE MANY MORE EXAMPLES OF -- 

BETTER EXAMPLES OF BUNK GA LOWS IN TOWN THAN THIS. 

THERE IS NOTHING HISTORICALLYLY SIGNIFICANT ABOUT 

THIS HOUSE. IT'S ALSO IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT THAT OUR 

CLIENTS WANT TO LIVE IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD, THEY WANT 

TO BE ABLE TO HAVE THEIR CHILDREN WALK TO SCHOOL. 

THEY WANT TO LIVE JUST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE DOES AND 

THEY WANT TO HELP REDUCE URBAN SPRAWL -- SUBURBAN 

SPRAWL BY DOING IT. WE ARE DESIGNING FOUR IF NOT A 

FIVE-STAR GREEN HOME. IT GOING TO BE VERY 

ENVIRONMENTALLY CORRECT AND IT'S NOT GOING TO BE 

OVERSCALE. IT GOING TO BE A MUCH NICER SCALE THAN 

MANY OF THE HOMES ALREADY ON THIS STREET. I THINK IT'S 

AN UNFAIR BURDEN TO PUT THE MUSEUM ASPECT OF THIS 

HOUSE UNDER THIS FAMILY MOVING INTO TOWN. NONE OF 

THE OTHER NEIGHBORS FOUND IT INTERESTING ENOUGH TO 

DO WHEN IT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE, AND THAT'S AN 

IMPORTANT POINT. IT'S VERY EASY FOR PEOPLE TO SPEAK 

ABOUT WHAT OTHERS SHOULD DO, BUT THEY'RE NOT 

PUTTING THEIR MONEY OR THEIR EFFORTS UP TO DO IT 

THEMSELVES. I APPRECIATE YOUR TIME. I HOPE YOU'LL GIVE 

THESE FOLKS THE DUE CONSIDERATION THEY NEED. THIS 

HOUSE -- I HAVE LOOKED AT IT VERY CAREFULLY TOO. IT'S IN 

NO WAY SALVAGEABLE. YOU CAN'T EVEN LIFT IT UP TO 

REPLACE THE FOUNDATION. THERE IS NOTHING TO LIFT UP 

STRUCTURALLY. IT IS THAT BAD. AND WE WOULD HAVE 

LOVED TO PRESERVE THIS HOME. YOU'VE SEEN WHAT I'VE 

DONE WITH MY OFFICES. I'VE BEEN IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD 

FOR 17 YEARS. WE PRESERVED OUR HOMES. WE'RE AT 1800 

WEST SIXTH STREETTH, 1802 AND 1804. THIS ONE IS NOT 

PRESERVABLE. THANKS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. PFEIFFER. QUESTIONS? 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH, PETER. I WANTED TO FOLLOW UP WITH I 

GUESS ON PATRICK'S PRESENTATION. I'M A BIG ADMIRER OF 

WHAT YOU DO, AND COULD YOU SPEAK TO THE 

REPLACEMENT DESIGN AND HOW IT FITS IN WITH THE 



PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT?  

ARE YOU ASKING IF THE HOMES WE'RE GOING TO DESIGN 

COULD BE RESPONSIVE TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES. 

AND I WANT TO EMPHASIZE HOW WE MADE A BIG POINT TO 

THEM TO PRESERVE THE IDEA OF A FRONT PORCH RATHER 

THAN THE BACK PORCH IN THE BACK. THE HOUSE IS IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD OF 2,000 SQUARE FEET. IT'S VERY SMALL IN 

SCALE.  

McCracken: THAT'S ALL I NEED TO KNOW. THANKS A LOT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. PFEIFFER. PLEASE INTRODUCE 

YOURSELF. I DON'T HAVE ANY MORE SPEAKERS SIGNED UP.  

MAT RISINGER IS MY NAME. I SIGNED UP EARLIER. I'M HERE 

TONIGHT AS A FRIEND OF THE SUTTON FAMILIES. THE 

SUTTONS REALLY ARE JUST A LOCAL FAMILY TRYING TO 

BUILD A MODEST HOME FOR THEMSELVES, AND OF COURSE 

YOU KNOW PETER, HE'S A FANTASTIC LOCAL ARCHITECT. 

THESE GUYS ARE NOT GOING TO THROW SOMETHING OFF 

OFF A PLAN THEY NOWND A MAGAZINE. THIS IS A HOUSE 

THAT'S GOING TO BE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR THE SITE 

AND FOR THEIR FAMILY. IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THIS 

HOUSE HAS BEEN A RENTAL PROPERTY FOR NOT JUST 

YEARS, BUT DECADES. AND IF YOU DRIVE DOWN THAT 

STREET, THIS IS A STREET FULL OF OTHER RENTAL 

PROPERTIES. IN MY MIND, THESE FOLKS ARE TRYING TO 

BRING BACK THE FABRIC OF THIS NEIGHBORHOOD. AND 

REALLY THEY WANT TO RAISE THEIR FAMILY IN 

CLARKSVILLE. THEY WANT TO BE IN CLARKSVILLE. THEY'RE 

NOT TRYING TO DO SOMETHING AS A SPECULATIVE 

PROJECT TO TRY AND SELL IT TO WHO KNOWS WHO. REALLY 

THEY'RE TRYING TO BRING THEIR FAMILY INTO THIS 

NEIGHBORHOOD. AND I WOULD JUST ENCOURAGE YOU TO 

ALLOW THEIR FAMILY TO BUILD THIS HOME. I THINK THIS IS 

SOMETHING THAT WE AS A COMMUNITY SHOULD 

ENCOURAGE, FAMILIES COMING INTO THE NEIGHBORHOODS 

AND TAKING DLIPTATED STRUCTURES AND REHABBING 

THEM INTO A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE AND A GREAT 

LOCATION. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  



Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MATT. WELCOME.  

MY NAME IS CATHERINE SUTTON. WITH MY HUSBAND I OWN 

THE HOUSE AT 1710. WHEN MY HUSBAND AND I CAME HERE 

TO AUSTIN, WE WALKED THROUGH ALL THE CENTRAL 

NEIGHBORHOODS, AND WHEN WE CAME TO CLARKSVILLE, 

WE FELL IN LOVE. IT WAS THE KIND OF PLACE WHERE WE 

KNEW WE COULD REALLY LOVE, WHERE OUR KIDS COULD 

WALK A COUPLE OF BLOCKS DOWN TO MATTHEW'S SCHOOL, 

WHERE WE COULD WALK TO THE GROCERY STORE, PARKS, 

AND NOT HAVE TO LIVE OUR LIVES IN A CAR. WE THOUGHT 

THE CITY WOULD SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS, BUT I HAVE TO 

SAY SINCE WE BROUGHT OUR APPLICATION TO GET A 

DEMOLITION FOR THE HOUSE, TO BUILD SOMETHING THAT 

WAS SAFE ON THE LOT, I FEEL LIKE WE'VE HAD TO PUT ON 

OUR BOXING GLOVES AND ENTER THE RING. IT'S BEEN A 

LONG ROAD GETTING HERE TO CITY COUNCIL. WE'VE BEEN 

THROUGH THE HISTORIC AND THE PLANNING COMMISSIONS. 

WE'VE BEEN TOLD THAT, YOU KNOW, DESPITE CONVINCING 

EVIDENCE THAT THE HOUSE IS EASY TO REPAIR, NO 

PROBLEM. WE'VE BEEN TOLD, WELL, YOU KNOW, FIGURE IT 

OUT. THE COST DOESN'T MATTER. BUT I HAVE TO ASK -- I 

FEEL LIKE WANTING SAFE, DECENT AND REASONABLY 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS BASIC. WOULD YOU REALLY ASK A 

FAMILY OR ANYONE TO LIVE IN ANYTHING LESS? THANK YOU. 

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. SUTTON. SO COUNCIL, IN 

ADDITION TO THOSE FOLKS WHO HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST 

THE ZONING CASE, LET'S SEE, RICHARD LAW TON AND 

SCOTT KENDRICK SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, ALSO 

IN OPPOSITION. THOSE ARE ALL THE CITIZEN COMMENTS ON 

THIS ZONING CASE, 119. MR. SADOWSKY, AS THE -- 

ESSENTIALLY THE APPLICANT'S AGENT, YOU'RE OFFERED A 

THREE-MINUTE REBUTTAL IF YOU NEED TO QUALIFY 

ANYTHING THAT YOU'VE HEARD.  

THANK YOU, MR. MAYOR. ACTUALLY, ALL I REALLY WANTED 

TO SAY WAS THE PHOTOGRAPHS THAT WERE SHOWN 

TONIGHT ARE TRULY SHOCKING. WHEN THIS CASE BEGAN, 

THE HOUSE WAS NOT IN THAT CONDITION. AND HAS 

DETERIORATED WITH THAT FRONT PORCH FALLING 

THROUGH, THE FLOOR OF THE FRONT PORCH DESTROYED. 

THAT WAS NOT THE WAY THIS PROJECT BEGAN OR THIS 



CASE BEGAN. YOU KNOW, I JUST WANT TO POINT THAT OUT 

TO YOU THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CONDITION OF THE HOUSE. 

AND THERE WERE TENANTS LIVING IN IT AT THAT TIME. 

ADMITTEDLY, MAYBE THEY WERE NOT LIVING IN THE BEST 

OF CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT PEOPLE WERE LIVING IN THE 

HOUSE. THE ONLY OTHER -- THE THING I WANT TO BRING UP 

AGAIN AND REITERATE IS THAT IN NO CIRCUMSTANCE, IN NO 

CONVERSATION HAS ANYBODY SUGGESTED THAT THIS 

HOUSE MUST BE RESTORED TO MUSEUM QUALITY. WHAT 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR HERE IS A HAPPY MEDIUM, A 

COMPROMISE WHERE THE HISTORIC FABRIC OF THAT 

HOUSE BE INCORPORATED INTO A NEW DESIGN. NO ONE IS 

SAYING THAT THE SUTTONS SHOULDN'T HAVE THE BEST 

HOUSE THAT THEY CAN HAVE ON THAT LOT, BUT THIS 

HOUSE IS IN CLARKSVILLE. THIS HAS HOUSE A HISTORY. THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD HAS A HISTORY. AND STAFF RECOMMENDS 

HISTORIC ZONING TO RESPECT THE HISTORY OF THE HOUSE 

AND THAT NEIGHBORHOOD, AND TO ENCOURAGE ADAPTIVE 

REUSE OF WHAT IS THERE RATHER THAN COMPLETE 

DEMOLITION AND A BRAND NEW HOUSE. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS OF STAFF OR 

ANYBODY? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH, STEVE. COULD YOU GIVE US THE 

BACKGROUND ON WHEN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ORDINANCE IS GOING TO COME BEFORE US IN THE 

CONSERVATION COMBINING DISTRICTS? AND IF WE'RE 

GOING TO CRAFT A PROPOSAL THAT WOULD PERHAPS BE 

TO DENY HISTORIC ZONING COUPLED WITH A RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT THAT THE REPLACEMENT HOUSE WILL BE BUILT 

UNDER THE TERMS OF THE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ORDINANCE OR A PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT, DO YOU 

HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION THAT YOU CAN SHOW US THE 

ROAD MAP OF HOW THAT WOULD HAPPEN RIGHT NOW?  

YES, SIR. THE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT, THE INVENTORY IS 

COMPLETE. BASICALLY EVERYTHING IS COMPLETE. WE HAVE 

SCHEDULED A WORKSHOP IN CLARKZ CLARKSVILLE FOR 

JUNE 24TH FROM 10 TO 2:00. AND WHAT WE'RE GOING TO DO 

AT THAT POINT IS GATHER PUBLIC INPUT FOR THE DESIGN 

STANDARDS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION. I MEAN, LOCAL 



HISTORIC DISTRICTS HAVE TWO FORKS, TWO PRONGS. THE 

FIRST IS THE PRESERVATION OF WHAT'S THERE, THE 

SECOND IS TO GUIDE NEW CONSTRUCTION WITHIN THE 

DISTRICT. SO ON JUNE 24TH, WE ARE PRESENTING A 

WORKSHOP THAT IS GOING TO ASK THE PEOPLE WHO OWN 

PROPERTY AND WHO LIVE IN CLARKSVILLE TO COME IN, TELL 

US WHAT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES ARE IMPORTANT TO 

PRESERVE IN CLARKSVILLE, COME UP WITH DESIGN 

STANDARDS. AND ONCE WE'VE GOTTEN THAT INPUT, WE'LL 

THEN SCHEDULE A SECOND WORKSHOP IN CLARKSVILLE 

WITH THE FINAL DRAFT. SO THAT'S -- THE JUNE 24TH DATE IS 

RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, SO I CAN DEFINITELY TELL 

YOU THAT. THE DATE FOR THE SECOND WORKSHOP, IT'S 

REALLY JUST GOING TO DEPEND ON HOW MUCH 

INFORMATION AND INPUT WE GET ON THE 24TH AND HOW 

WE CAN PUT THAT ALTOGETHER, HOW QUICKLY WE CAN PUT 

THAT ALL TOGETHER.  

McCracken: AND I THINK WE NEED TO BE VERY RESPECTFUL 

OF THE FACT THAT THE SUTTONS HAVE BEEN GOING 

THROUGH THIS FOR QUITE SOME TIME AND ALSO 

RESPECTFUL OF HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO PRESERVE 

WHAT'S LEFT OF AN HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD, 

CLARKSVILLE. SO I GUESS I'M LOOKING FOR A SUGGESTION 

OF HOW WE COULD CRAFT SOMETHING HERE TONIGHT OR 

IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS THAT WOULD ALLOW THE 

SUTTONS TO BUILD A REPLACEMENT HOME AND TO DEFINE 

WHAT THE STANDARDS OF THAT REPLACEMENT HOME 

WOULD BE UNDER THE TERMS OF -- I DON'T KNOW WHAT 

THE TERMS OF THE CONSERVATION DISTRICT ORDINANCE 

PROPOSAL OR THE HISTORIC DISTRICT EITHER ARE 

SPECIFIC ENOUGH TO GIVE US GUIDANCE UP FRONT OR, 

STEVE, IF EITHER YOU OR PATRICK OR PETER COULD GIVE 

US SOME GUIDANCE OF HOW WE COULD DO THAT, AND 

MAYBE IT WOULD BE TO COME BACK IN TWO WEEKS WITH A 

PROPOSAL. I GUESS TAKE THE FIRST SHOT AT THAT. WE 

DON'T MEET NEXT WEEK, RIGHT? WE COME BACK IN TWO 

WEEKS.  

WELL, LET ME THROW THIS IDEA OUT THERE FOR YOUR 

CONSIDERATION. RIGHT NOW WITH THE HISTORIC ZONING 

CASE PENDING, THE HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

WOULD REVIEW ANYTHING ON THAT SITE UNDER THE 



CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS. SO IT WOULD BE 

EXACTLY THE SAME AS A LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

BECAUSE ADDITIONS OR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND LOCAL 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS ARE GOING TO REQUIRE A 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FROM THE LANDMARK 

COMMISSION BEFORE THEY CAN PROCEED. SO KEEPING 

THIS HISTORIC ZONING CASE ALIVE WOULD ALLOW THE 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION TO KEEP CONTROL OF 

WHAT IS BEING BUILT THERE TO ENSURE A COMPATIBLE 

DESIGN. WITHOUT THE HISTORIC ZONING CASE ON THIS 

PROPERTY, THEN THE LANDMARK COMMISSION HAS 

NOTHING MORE THAN AN ADVISORY REVIEW OF THE NEW 

PROJECT.  

WE'RE FOLLOWING THE OWANA DESIGN GUIDELINES IN 

DESIGNING OUR NEW HOUSE, NUMBER ONE. AND NUMBER 

TWO, WE'RE CARRYING A RENTAL HOUSE WHILE WE'RE 

TRYING TO CARRY THE PROPERTY THAT WE OWN.  

McCracken: I'M PRETTY SYMPATHETIC THAT WE NEED TO 

MOVE FASTER THAN -- I'M REALLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE 

PROCEDURES WE HAVE TO PROTECT THE CLARKSVILLE 

HISTORIC DISTRICT AND THE DESIGN STANDARDS. I THINK 

IT'S A GREAT THING, BUT WE NEED TO MOVE FASTER THAN 

THAT FOR THE SUTTONS BASED ON THE TIMING AND 

EVERYTHING. I'VE GOT A SUGGESTION. THERE MAY BE 

OTHER QUESTIONS, BUT THE SUGGESTION I'LL PUT OUT IS IF 

PETER AND THE SUTTONS AND STEVE, IF SOME OF YOU 

COULD GET TOGETHER AND COME BACK WITH SOME -- 

SOMETHING, AN AGREEMENT HERE IN TWO WEEKS BASED 

ON MY KNOWLEDGE OF PETER'S WORK, I HAVE NO CONCERN 

THAT YOU ALL WILL HAVE ANY TROUBLE AT ALL SORTING 

THAT OUT BECAUSE I DON'T BELIEVE WE CAN IMPOSE TO 

REBUILD THIS HOUSE. IT'S TOO FAR GONE. AND I THINK WE 

HAVE SOME VERY GOOD COMMITMENT TO SAY IT WILL BE 

REBUILT IN A WAY THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, SO THAT'S THE SUGGESTION I'LL PUT OUT 

THERE WHILE THE QUESTION IS OUT THERE.  

Dunkerley: MAYOR, I DON'T THINK WE'RE LOOKING FOR 

COMPLETE DESIGN, JUST A LIST OF SOME OF THE ELEMENTS 

THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER. MAIR MAYOR FURTHER 



QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: COULD I ASK YOU TO REPEAT EXACTLY WHAT 

YOUR SUGGESTION IS?  

McCracken: YES. IT WOULD BE TO POSTPONE FOR TWO 

WEEKS, BUT CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, POSTPONE FOR 

TWO WEEKS, COME BACK IN TWO WEEKS WITH AN 

AGREEMENT ON A REPLACEMENT STRUCTURE, WHAT 

STANDARDS, DESIGN STANDARDS WOULD GOVERN THE 

REPLACEMENT STRUCTURE, AND I'LL TELL YOU I'M GOING TO 

VOTE AGAINST HISTORIC ZONING AND I DON'T THINK YOU 

CAN MAKE IT -- I DON'T THINK YOU CAN REBUILD THIS. BUT I 

DO PICK UP THAT THERE'S A COMMON INTEREST AND 

COMMITMENT ON EVERYBODY INVOLVED HERE TONIGHT 

THAT WHATEVER IS THERE WOULD FIT INTO THE HISTORIC 

CHARACTER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. AND IT WOULD MEET 

THE -- WHAT IS THE EXPLICIT GOALS OF THE HISTORIC 

DISTRICT ORDINANCE, WHICH IS GOING TO COME BEFORE 

US SHORTLY ANYWAY.  

Mayor Wynn: ACTUALLY, MR. PFEIFFER, COULD YOU HELP ME 

UNDERSTAND THE -- REALISTICALLY IN TWO WEEK'S TIME, 

DO YOU ALREADY HAVE SOME SCHEMATICS OR SOME 

THOUGHTS THAT IN TWO WEEKS' TIME YOU COULD SHOW 

WHAT WOULD BE LIKELY TO BE CONSTRUCTED?  

YES, WE COULD. BUT I THINK WE COULD ACTUALLY EVEN 

GET RIGHT NOW DOWN TO IT RIGHT NOW. PLEASE KEEP IN 

MIND THESE PEOPLE ARE RENTING ANOTHER HOUSE AND 

THEY'RE HOLDING ON THIS HOUSE, HOLDING THIS HOUSE AT 

THE SAME TIME. THIS HAS BEEN AN INCREDIBLY EXPENSIVE 

VENTURE FOR THEM. WE ARE COMMITTED TO DESIGNING A 

NEW HOME WITH A FRONT PORCH THAT WILL RESEMBLE 

THAT GABLE LOOK THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF SO 

HEELOQUENTLY TONIGHT. THAT'S ALREADY SOMETHING 

WE'VE DONE AND WE'LL COMMIT TO THAT TONIGHT. I DON'T 

SEE A NEED TO POSTPONE THIS FOR TWO WEEKS. WE'LL 

MAKE THAT PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO YOU NOW.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. PFEIFFER. QUESTIONS, 

COMMENTS? MAYOR PRO TEM.  



Thomas: HE ANSWERED WHAT I WAS -- I THOUGHT I HEARD 

HE WAS COMMITTED -- YOU ANSWERED MY QUESTION I WAS 

GOING TO ASK.  

OKAY. THANK YOU.  

Leffingwell: MAYOR? I'M INCLINED TO SUPPORT THE REQUEST. 

WE'RE DEALING WITH VERY REPUTABLE PEOPLE HERE. MR. 

PFEIFFER HAS A LONG REPUTATION FOR RESTORING 

HOUSES IN THIS CITY, AND HE'S COMMITTED TO BUILDING A 

FOUR-STAR --  

MAYBE FIVE.  

Leffingwell: THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT YOU SAID, BUT I DIDN'T 

WANT TO PUT WORDS IN YOUR MOUTH. AND WE HAVE HIS 

VERBAL COMMITMENT THAT HE IS GOING TO BUILD A 

STRUCTURE THAT WILL FIT IN WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

AND RESEMBLE THE EXISTING FACADE. I AM CONVINCED 

THAT THERE'S NO WAY TO RESTORE THIS HOUSE AND I 

DON'T REALLY FEEL LIKE PUTTING THESE PEOPLE THROUGH 

ADDITIONAL HARDSHIP FOR WHAT I SEE WOULD BE A VERY 

LIMITED PURPOSE. SO I WOULD SUPPORT, I BELIEVE, 

DENYING THE HISTORIC ZONING APPLICATION TONIGHT.  

SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: WAS THAT A MOTION, COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL?  

Leffingwell: WELL, SINCE I GOT A SECOND, I GUESS IT WAS.  

Thomas: I THOUGHT IT WAS A MOTION. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO 

CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND DENY HISTORIC ZONING. 

AND I THOUGHT I HEARD A SECOND. SECONDED BY MAYOR 

PRO TEM. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: I HAD A QUESTION FOR ANYONE ON THE OWNER'S 

SIDE ABOUT WHY THE FACADE COULD NOT BE SALVAGED OR 

INCORPORATED. I THINK WE HEARD THAT TO REBUILD THE 

WHOLE HOUSE IT WOULD HAVE TO BE -- YOU WOULD HAVE 



TO TAKE IT APART IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO STRUCTURALLY 

REINFORCE IT AND HAVE A LIVEABLE STRUCTURE, BUT WHY 

COULDN'T JUST THE FACADE SOMEHOW BE INCORPORATED 

INTO THIS NEW DESIGN.  

YOU'LL SEE IN YOUR PHOTOS, WHEN YOU SEE WHERE THE 

FRONT PORCH COLLAPSED WITH ME ON IT THAT THERE ARE 

THESE PLANKS THAT RUN UP THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE. 

AND YOU WILL SEE THE DAMAGE TO THOSE PLANKS. THAT'S 

ALL THERE IS EXCEPT FOR THE SIDING. THE SIDING IS 

PAINTED WITH LEAD PAINT. I'VE HAD A PAINTER LOOK AT IT. 

AND SO YOU WOULD BE IN A POSITION OF CHASING -- 

CHASING GOOD WOOD, SOME INDETERMINATE LENGTH TO 

FIND SOMETHING THAT'S IN THAT FACADE THAT COULD BE 

SAVED. ANYTHING -- EFG THAT YOU SEE ON THE FRONT, THE 

BLUE SIDING, IS COVERED WITH LEAD PAINT, SO WE CAN'T 

GET IN THERE WITH SAWS AND WE DON'T WANT TO START 

POPPING THE NAILS BECAUSE YOU'RE RELEASING LEAD 

DUST ON TO THE SITE. I HAVE SMALL CHILDREN, SO THIS IS A 

PARTICULAR CONCERN RIGHT NOW. SO THAT'S ALL THE 

MATERIAL THAT THERE IS TO WORK WITH, SO WE WOULD BE 

PAYING PEOPLE TO GO OUT PRYING BITS OF SIDING OFF 

ONE AT A TIME TO TRY TO FIND SOMETHING THAT IS 

SALVAGEABLE IN THAT FACADE. THE STRUCTURAL 

ENGINEER'S REPORT TELLS YOU THAT ABOVE THE COLUMNS 

THE TRUSSES IN THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE IN PARTICULAR 

ARE DEGRADED TO THE POINT WHERE THEY ARE NOT 

STRUCTURALLY SOUND EITHER. SO EVEN ABOVE THE 

COLUMNS YOU'VE GOT THE SAME SITUATION.  

Alvarez: I WAS JUST CURIOUS BECAUSE WE'VE HAD OTHER 

HOMES IN THIS AREA THAT HAVE BEEN IN BAD SHAPE THAT -- 

SOME OF THE HISTORIC CHARACTER WAS SALVAGED OR 

INCORPORATED INTO A NEW OR MODIFIED STRUCTURE. AND 

SO I'M JUST TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHY THAT ISN'T 

POSSIBLE.  

LET ME ADDRESS THAT. I HAVE GONE AROUND BOTH IN 

CLARKSVILLE, IN HYDE PARK AND IN TRAVIS HEIGHTS AND 

LOOKED AT AT LEAST A DOZEN HOUSES THAT ARE IN THE 

PROCESS OF BEING JACKED UP NOW. WITHOUT EXCEPTION 

THOSE HOUSES HAVE STUDY STUD FRAMING. YOU CAN GET 

PURCHASE ON SOMETHING. ALSO WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 



THOSE HOUSES HAVE QUITE A BIT OF UNDAMAGED LUMBER 

IN THERE. WE DON'T HAVE THOSE SITUATIONS.  

Alvarez: THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: AGAIN, WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON 

THE TABLE TO DENY THE HISTORIC ZONING. AGAIN, 

REMEMBER, THE TECHNICALS OF THIS ZONING CASE ARE 

THE FACT THAT THERE'S A VALID PETITION FILED IN 

OPTICIAN TO THE HISTORIC ZONING. IT'S ONLY REQUIRED 

TWO VOTES AGAINST THE HISTORIC ZONING FOR THE CASE 

TO BE DENIED, TO FAIL FOR THE HISTORIC ZONING TO FAIL. 

SO BY HAVING SIMPLY A MOTION AND A SECOND, DENYING 

THE HISTORIC ZONING CASE, THAT IS WHAT WILL OCCUR. SO 

I'LL JUST REMIND EVERYBODY THAT OTHERWISE IT WOULD 

TAKE SIX AFFIRMATIVE VOTES FOR HISTORIC ZONING FOR 

THERE TO BE -- FOR THIS CASE TO PASS. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE MOTION AND SECOND TO DENY 

HISTORIC ZONING? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH. I JUST WANTED TO SAY -- THERE ARE A 

LOT OF ARCHITECTS AND HOME BUILDERS IN THE AUDIENCE 

AND WATCHING US TONIGHT AND I THINK THERE'S A GOOD 

LESSON YOU'RE SEEING RIGHT NOW. AND THAT IS THAT WE 

HAVE AN ARCHITECT, PETER PFEIFFER, WHO WE HAVE A LOT 

OF PERSONAL CONFIDENCE IN, AND FROM HIS TRACK 

RECORD, WE KNOW HE WILL BUILD WITH A SENSE OF 

COMMUNITY VALUES AND THE BEST ARCHITECTURAL 

TRADITIONS IN THE HISTORY OF THE CITY AND HE GIVES HIS 

WORD AND THAT'S GOOD ENOUGH. I THINK IT'S A GOOD 

LESSON FOR FOLKS TO PAY ATTENTION TO TONIGHT AS WE 

LOOK AT ISSUES DOWN THE LINE. THE VALUES THAT COME 

FROM BEING A PERSON OF YOUR WORD AND SOMEONE WE 

ALL HAVE CONFIDENCE IN, WILL DO RIGHT BY THE 

COMMUNITY AND DO WELL FOR THE CLIENTS TOO. SO JUST 

EVERYBODY KEEP THAT IN MIND AND PETER, I APPRECIATE 

WHAT YOU DO.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS ON THE MOTION AND 

SECOND TO DENY HISTORIC ZONING? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  



AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION TO DENY PASSES ON A 

VOTE OF SEVEN TO ZERO. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. [ 

APPLAUSE ] OKAY. SO THOSE OF YOU ALL PLANNING YOUR 

BREAKFAST, WE HAVE THREE PUBLIC HEARINGS NOW TO 

CONDUCT --  

Thomas: MAYOR, CAN I BRING -- I HAVE TO APOLOGIZE TO -- 

WHEN WE WERE DOING PROCLAMATIONS, I SAW MS. MEANS 

OUT THERE. CAN I BRING ITEM 32 BACK AND GET THAT 

CLEARED SO THESE PEOPLE CAN -- I AM VERY SORRY. 

COULD WE BRING 32 BACK?  

Mayor Wynn: WE CAN.  

Thomas: I GOT ALL OF MY QUESTIONS ANSWERED.  

Mayor Wynn: IN FACT, THERE WERE TWO ITEMS THAT WERE 

PULLED EARLIER, SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, I THINK WE CAN 

GET THROUGH TWO -- ACTUALLY, THREE ITEMS VERY 

QUICKLY BEFORE WE GO TO TWO VERY LENGTHY PUBLIC 

HEARINGS. ITEM NUMBER 32 WAS PULLED EARLIER BY 

MAYOR PRO TEM, AND WE WILL TAKE THAT ITEM UP NOW. I 

APOLOGIZE ALSO. I HAD FORGOTTEN THAT WAS OFF THE 

CONSENT AGENDA. I'D RECOGNIZE EITHER COMMENTS BY 

MAYOR PRO TEM OR PERHAPS A VERY BRIEF 

PRESENTATION AS TO THE STATUS OF THIS THIRD READING. 

OF OUR TAXI FRANCHISE ORDINANCE ESSENTIALLY.  

Thomas: MAYOR, THEY DON'T EVEN HAVE TO DO THAT. I'M 

SORRY TO STAFF TOO, BUT I GOT MY ANSWERS -- THE 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED, AND SO WHAT WE WERE 

DISCUSSING, SOME OF THE THINGS WE WERE DISCUSSING 

ON FIRST READING, AND WE'RE GOING TO DEAL WITH THAT 

WHEN THE NEW FRANCHISE COME. SO I'M SORRY, STAFF. I'M 

SORRY, EVERYBODY ELSE THAT WAITED THAT LONG, I 

REALLY AM. ANYBODY WANT TO MAKE A MOTION, I CAN GO 

AHEAD.  

Mayor Wynn: SO I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON ITEM NUMBER 

32, WHICH IS THE THIRD READING OF AGAIN THIS FRANCHISE 

-- TAXI FRANCHISE ORDINANCE. COUNCILMEMBER 



DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I WOULD MOVE APPROVAL ON THIRD READING OF 

A TRANSFER OF THE FRANCHISE ROY'S TAXI TO THE 

GREATER AUSTIN TRANSPORTATION COMPANY OR YELLOW 

CAB. AND THAT'S IT. AS PER ALL THE OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

THAT WE HAD LAST WEEK AS FAR AS THE REQUIREMENTS 

ON NOT ALLOWING PERMITS TO TRANSFER TO ANY 

COMPANY IN THE FUTURE THAT HAS -- OR TO YELLOW CAB 

THAT HAS OVER 60% OF THE PERMITS. I THINK IN THIS 

FRANCHISE IT JUST SAYS THAT DURING THE LIFE OF THE 

FRANCHISE THAT YELLOW CAB WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 

ACQUIRE PERMITS FROM ANY OTHER CAB COMPANY. BUT 

ALL OF THE OTHER CONDITIONS THAT WE PLACED IN THIS 

ORDINANCE WOULD BE AS ON SECOND READING.  

ALL OF THOSE PROVISIONS ARE IN THE ORDINANCE, SO 

REALLY ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS MOVE TO APPROVE OR 

DISAPPROVE OF THE ORDINANCE.  

Dunkerley: I MOVE APPROVAL OF THE ORDINANCE.  

I'LL SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY TO 

APPROVE ITEM 32 ON THIRD READING, SECONDED BY THE 

MAYOR PRO TEM. COMMENTS? MAYOR PRO TEM.  

Thomas: THIS WOULD BE HISTORY IN MY SIX YEARS BECAUSE 

NORMALLY WHEN I VOTE I DON'T CHANGE MY VOTE, BUT 

AFTER TALKING TO THE OTHER PARTIES THAT ARE 

INVOLVED IN THIS NEW FRANCHISE, I FEEL THAT THEY 

SUPPORTED IT AND I FEEL THAT HOPEFULLY WHEN YOU 

BRING IT BACK FOR THE NEW FRANCHISE THAT THEY HAVE 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE ABLE TO GET ENOUGH PERMITS TO 

BE SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR BUSINESS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MAYOR PRO TEM. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I THINK REALLY THE NEXT -- THE ISSUE I RAISED 

LAST TIME ABOUT KIND OF THE DIRECTION TO STAFF 

BRINGING BACK -- WHEN THE NEW FRANCHISE COMES BACK 



FOR CONSIDERATION IS -- IF THE DIRECTION TO BRING IT 

BACK WITH AN ASSUMPTION OF 20 PERMITS FOR AUSTIN 

CAB AND 55 PERMITS FOR A NEW FRANCHISE. I THINK WE 

HAD ATTACHED THAT ON SECOND READING TOO, BUT ARE 

WE ATTACHING THAT AS WELL AS A DIRECTION TO BRING 

THAT BACK, WHICH IS NOT TO SAY THE COUNCIL COULD NOT 

DECIDE TO DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT WHEN THE 

FRANCHISE COMES BACK. BUT FOR ME IT IT SEEMS LIKE THE 

REASON IT'S BEEN SOME AGREEMENT FROM ALL THE 

EXISTING CAB COMPANIES AND THE POTENTIAL NEW 

FRANCHISE HOLDERS IS BECAUSE WE HAD BEEN TALKING 

ABOUT IT IN THAT CONTEXT. SO IT SEEMS LIKE SOMEHOW 

THAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THIS MOTION ON FINAL 

READING. MAYBE A QUESTION TO COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY ABOUT HOW WE WORDED THAT ON THE 

PREVIOUS READINGS.  

Mayor Wynn: OR STAFF COULD HELP.  

I WANT YOU TO KNOW WE HAVE RECEIVED THE DIRECTION. 

WE GOT THE DIRECTION ABOUT THE 55 PERMITS FOR A NEW 

FRANCHISE AND 20 FOR AUSTIN CAB. I THINK BOTH ON FIRST 

AND SECOND READING. AND WE ARE PROCEEDING TO 

REVIEW THE APPLICATIONS FOR A NEW FRANCHISE AND ARE 

PLANNING ON COMING BACK WITH AN ORDINANCE TO TAKE 

CARE OF THE 20 NEW PERMITS FOR AUSTIN CAB. SO THOSE 

THINGS ARE BEING WORKED ON AND WILL BE BROUGHT 

BACK.  

Alvarez: AND THEN THE ISSUE THAT COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY ALSO BROUGHT UP ABOUT THE 60%, SOME KIND 

OF 60% RULE?  

THAT WILL REQUIRE SOME CHANGES TO THE CODE 

PROVISIONS REGARDING TAXI CABS. AND WE HAVE BEGUN 

TO WORK ON THAT AS WELL.  

Alvarez: OKAY. I WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT WAS 

CLARIFIED. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. FURTHER COMMENTS? MOTION 

AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE TO APPROVE ON THIRD 

READING. AGAIN, I JOIN THE MAYOR PRO TEM ON THIRD 



READING IN NOT SUPPORTING THIS AS IT WAS GOING 

FORWARD, BUT ALSO APPRECIATE THE WORK THAT HAS 

BEEN HAD AND THE WORK THAT WE'LL DO NOW TO MOVE 

FORWARD ON THE REST OF THE OVERARCHING TAXI 

ISSUES. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE 

IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON THIRD READING 

ON A VOTE OF SEVEN TO ZERO. COUNCIL, WE CAN QUICKLY 

TAKE UP ITEM NUMBER 19 WHICH WAS PULLED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN EARLIER. WELCOME MR. 

GARZA.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, RUDY GARZA, 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER. BEFORE YOU -- YOU HAVE 

RECEIVED A REVISED ORDINANCE. THE COUNCIL DIRECTED 

STAFF TO WORK WITH THE ASSOCIATION ON TWO ISSUES 

THAT WERE OUTSTANDING. THE FIRST ISSUE, THE PRIMARY 

ISSUE WAS THE LANGUAGE ALLOWING PHOTO COMPANIES 

TO HAVE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN MAINTAINING THE LICENSES IF 

IN FACT IT WAS AN INDIVIDUAL OPERATOR THAT WAS IN 

VIOLATION OF THE RULES. WHAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU IS 

A REVISED ORDINANCE THAT DOES THAT. IT DOES ALLOW 

FOR COMPANIES THAT TAKE ACTION AND ARE NOT 

NEGLECTING THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. SO WE SOLVED THAT 

ISSUE. THE OTHER ISSUE THAT WE DID NOT -- THAT THERE 

WAS NO CHANGE, WE CONTINUED TO PROPOSE 

ACCEPTANCE OF CREDIT CARDS. IN ADDITION TO THAT, THE 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE INCLUDES SOME ADDITIONAL FEE 

CHANGES FROM THE LAST TIME WE SPOKE. THERE IS A 

CURRENT ON-SITE FEE PHOTOSS PHOTOS ON PRIVATE 

PROPERTY. THE CURRENT PROPOSAL IS TO ELIMINATE THAT 

FEE. THE FULLY PREPARED FOR TRANSPORT FEE ALSO ON 

PRIVATE LOTS IS CURRENTLY $25. THE PROPOSAL IS TO 

MOVE THAT TO $50. AND ALSO AN OVERSIGHT SEE FROM 

THE LAST TIME. IF YOU RECALL, COUNCIL APPROVED ON 

FIRST READING THE CATEGORY C, LARGE TRUCKS, AN 800-

DOLLAR RATE. THERE IS PART OF THE ORDINANCE THAT 

CALLS FOR A SECOND TRUCK. THE ORDINANCE 

INCORRECTLY STATED THE SECOND TRUCK WOULD BE AT 

$100. WE ARE NOW PROPOSING THAT THE SECOND TRUCK, 



IF IT INDEED IS REQUIRED, THAT ALSO WOULD BE AT THE 

800-DOLLAR RATE. AND THAT'S A QUICK SUMMARY OF THE 

PROPOSED CHANGES.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. QUESTIONS OF STAFF, 

COUNCIL? MAYOR PRO TEM.  

Thomas: MAYBE I NEED -- NOT FROM STAFF, BUT MAYBE IF I 

COULD GET FROM THE TOWING ASSOCIATION, BECAUSE I 

THOUGHT THEY HAD A COUPLE MORE ITEMS THAT THEY 

WANTED TO DISCUSS. I DON'T KNOW IF THEY HAD AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH STAFF.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I'M BOBBY NU WITH SOUTHSIDE 

WRECKER SERVICE. I'M ALSO PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTIN 

TOWING ASSOCIATION. THE ONLY THING WE WANT TO BRING 

UP IS ON OUR BIG TRUCK FEES. THERE WAS SOME 

OVERSIGHT IN THEM WHEN WE WERE TALKING THE LAST 

TIME WE WERE TALKING AND EVERYTHING, AND THE 

RECOMMENDATION FOR CITY STAFF AND EVERYTHING, THE 

ADDITIONAL CATEGORY C TOW TRUCK, THAT'S FINE, BUT 

Y'ALL PROBABLY DON'T KNOW WHAT AIR BAGS ARE, AND I'VE 

GOT A PICTURE OF THEM RIGHT HERE. I DON'T KNOW HOW 

TO SHOW EVERYBODY, BUT THEY'RE USED TO TURN OVER 

BIG TRUCKS WITHOUT HAVING TO UNLOAD THEM FIRST. SO 

YOU CAN SAVE PROBABLY ABOUT SIX TO 10 HOURS ON A BIG 

TRUCK WRECK BY USING AIR BAGS. BACK IN ABOUT 15 

YEARS AGO THE RAILROAD COMMISSION ALLOWED US TO -- 

BECAUSE THEY'RE ABOUT 30 TO $40,000 A SET. AND THE 

RAILROAD COMMISSION ALLOWED US TO CHARGE -- IT WAS 

$100 PER BAG PER HOUR TO TURN THESE OVER BECAUSE 

YOU COULD CLEAR THE HIGHWAY A LOT QUICKER. WELL, 

THE FEES SET IN HERE ON THE AIR BAGS ARE LIKE $75 PER 

HOUR. THOSE BAGS ARE ABOUT $2,000 APIECE, YOU KNOW, 

AND THEY'RE MADE OUT OF VINYL. AND YOU CAN PUNCTURE 

THEM. IF YOU PUNCTURE THEM, IT'S JUST NOT WORTH 

BRINGING THEM OUT THERE FOR $75 AN HOUR. LIKE I SAY, 

YOU CAN CLEAR A HIGHWAY ON A TRUCK WRECK IN ABOUT 

FOUR TO SIX HOURS QUICKER BECAUSE YOU DON'T HAVE 

TO UNLOAD THE TRAILER TO DO IT, YOU CAN PUT THEM 

UNDERNEATH IT AND FLIP THEM BACK OVER. ANOTHER 

PROBLEM WE WERE HAVING WAS ON THE FORKLIFTS OR 

THE BACKHOES AND STUFF. WHEN YOU HAVE TO GET OUT 



THERE AND UNLOAD THE TRUCKS OR IF YOU'VE GOT A 

GRAVEL TRUCK AND HAVE YOU TO CLEAR THE HIGHWAY, 

YOU KNOW, THEY'RE PROPOSING $75 PER HOUR FOR THE 

USE OF A BACKHOE OR A FORKLIFT. YOU CAN'T EVEN RENT 

THOSE THINGS FOR THAT MUCH NOW. THE GOING RATE ON 

THEM RIGHT NOW IS ABOUT $125 AN HOUR. YOU'RE TALKING 

ABOUT US LOSING 50 BUCKS AND HOUR IF WE HAVE TO USE 

THAT TO CLEAR THE HIGHWAY. THESE HAUL TRAILERS, 

WHICH I'VE GOT A PICTURE OF THOSE, THE PROPOSED 

RATES ON THEM ARE 75 -- $75 PER HOUR FOR THOSE BIG 

RIG TRAILERS. WE CAN'T MOVE THEM FOR $75 AN HOUR. 

OUR DEAL IS FOR A ONE-TIME FEE OF $500. THAT'S IF A 

TRUCK BURNS UP OR YOU KNOCK ALL THE AXLES OUT OF IT, 

YOU TAKE THESE THINGS OUT THERE AND YOU SET THE 

WHOLE TRUCK ON THEM AND YOU JUST TOW IT OFF. AND 

BASICALLY IT CLEARS THE ROADWAY A LOT QUICKER. AND IT 

DOESN'T TEAR THE ROADWAY UP. THE LAST THING I WANT 

TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT IS TRAILER DOLLIES, WHICH I DO 

NOT HAVE A PICTURE OF THEM, BUT THE TRAILER DOLLIES 

ARE WHENEVER YOU HAVE THE REAR END OF A TRACTOR-

TRAILER, THE TRAILER WHEEL'S KNOCKED OFF OF IT. 

THEY'VE GOT THESE TRAILER DOLLIES THAT YOU TAKE OUT 

THERE AND YOU PUT UNDER THE FRONT END, YOU TRAIN IT 

DOWN, YOU TAKE A BACK END TRAILER AND GO WITH IT. AND 

THEY WERE PUTTING US DOWN FOR LIKE $75 AN HOUR AND 

WE'RE WANTING A ONE-TIME FEE OF $300 TO BRING THOSE 

OUT. EVERYTHING WE'RE ASKING FOR IS TO CLEAR THE 

HIGHWAYS QUICKER, BUT IT DOES COST US MONEY TO 

MOVE THESE THINGS, AND THAT'S WHAT WE'RE ASKING.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. U.N. QUESTIONS OF MR. NU, 

COUNCIL? MAYOR PRO TEM.  

Thomas: YOU DIDN'T TELL US, $75 FOR THE AIR BAG, YOU'RE 

TALKING ABOUT MOVING IT FROM 75 TO 100 FOR AIR BAGS?  

THE AIR BAGS, WE'RE ASKING FOR $100 PER BAG PER HOUR, 

WHICH IS WHAT WE WERE GETTING 15 YEARS AGO. AND 

THERE'S EIGHT BAGS, SO IT'S ABOUT $800 AN HOUR. MOST 

INSURANCE COMPANIES, THEY DON'T HAVE A PROBLEM 

WITH DOING THE AIR BAGS. THEY ARE MORE EXPENSIVE, 

BUT YOU CAN ALSO WITH AN AIR BAG, YOU CAN GET UNDER 

THERE. IF YOU HAVE A LOAD OF MEAT OR SOMETHING, YOU 



CAN TURN THE CAR IMO OVER, THE TRAILER OVER, YOU CAN 

SAVE THE CARGO. WHERE IF YOU OPEN THE TRAILER UP 

AND UNLOAD IT, THEN IT'S ALL SPOILED AND THEY JUST 

HAVE TO THROW IT AWAY.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: AND MR. GARZA, MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT 

THE -- THAT SUGGESTED FEE STRUCTURE IS INCLUDED IN 

THE REVISED ORDINANCE BEFORE US, IS THAT RIGHT?  

THE CHANGES THAT WE'RE RECOMMENDING ARE THE 

SECOND TRUCK AT $800, THE -- WE ARE RECOMMENDING A 

50-DOLLAR FULLY PREPARED FEE AND ELIMINATING THE ON-

SITE FEE. WE ARE NOT RECOMMENDING CHANGES TO THE 

OTHER RATES. OBVIOUSLY WE SPENT THE LAST SIX MONTHS 

WORKING ON ALL THE FEES, AND THESE ACTUALLY WERE 

PRESENTED TO US THIS MORNING. WE HAVE NOT HAD TIME 

TO REVIEW THEM; HOWEVER, WE DO KNOW THAT OUR 800-

DOLLAR FEE THAT WE'RE RECOMMENDING ON THE LARGE 

TRUCKS COMPARES TO APPROXIMATELY A 350-DOLLAR FEE 

FOR THE CITY OF DALLAS, SO WE DO BELIEVE THE COUNCIL 

IS VERY APPROPRIATELY RECOMMENDED A GENEROUS FEE 

FOR THE CATEGORY OF FEE TRUCKS.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS OF STAFF OR MR. NU, 

COUNCIL? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I WAS GOING TO MAKE A MOTION, BUT IF YOU 

HAD A QUESTION, FIRST.  

Mayor Wynn: MAYOR PRO TEM.  

McCracken: I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOUR MOTION IS GOING TO 

BE, COUNCILMEMBER.  

McCracken: I'LL TELL YOU.  

Thomas: I'LL BET YOU WILL. I JUST WANTED TO -- REALLY, I 

THINK STAFF AND THE TOWING ASSOCIATION HAVE WORKED 

TREMENDOUSLY HARD ON THIS. AND I JUST WANTED TO -- IF 

WE CAN COME TO SOME KIND OF -- WHATEVER THE TOWING 

ASSOCIATION NEEDS TO COMPROMISE WHATEVER, TRY TO 



GET, I DON'T WANT TO DELAY IT ANYMORE BECAUSE I THINK 

YOU'VE BEEN ON IT A LONG TIME. HE'S LOOKING AT MAYBE A 

25-DOLLAR DIFFERENCE ON THAT ON THE AIR BAG, AND 

THEN -- I DIDN'T GET THE FORKLIFT OVER THERE WHEN YOU 

WERE TALKING ABOUT THE BACKHOE. WHAT THE PRICE 

THAT YOU'VE GOT, 75?  

YEAH. RIGHT NOW THEY'VE GOT IT DOWN AT 75 PER HOUR 

AND IT TAKES ABOUT $125 AN HOUR TO RENT ONE.  

Thomas: SO WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE THERE?  

IT'S LIKE $50 AN HOUR.  

Thomas: WHAT WERE YOU ASKING FOR, I'M SORRY?  

I'M ASKING FOR 125 AN HOUR FOR A FORKLIFT OR A 

BACKHOE.  

Thomas: ANYTHING ELSE?  

WELL, THE HAUL TRAILERS, THEY'VE GOT THEM 75 PER 

HOUR. WE'RE ASKING FOR 500. THAT'S THAT BIG TRAILER, 

YOU KNOW. JUST A ONE-TIME FEE, NOT 500 AN HOUR, JUST A 

ONE TIME, IF WE HAVE TO HAVE IT. AND THE ONLY TIME YOU 

HAVE TO HAVE THOSE HAUL TRAILERS, IF ALL THE WHEELS 

ARE KNOCKED OFF OF IT AND THE TRACTOR IS BURNT UP. 

THE TRAILER DOLLIES, IF YOU HAVE TO HAVE THEM, THEY'VE 

GOT US DOWN FOR 75 PER HOUR. WE'RE ASKING FOR A 300-

DOLLAR ONE-TIME FEE. AND THEN ON THE AIR BAGS WE'RE 

ASKING FOR $100 PER BAG PER HOUR. AND THIS IS JUST 

FOR YOUR BIG TRUCKS ONLY. THE WHAT THEY'RE TALKING 

ABOUT IS THE SHOW UP FEE AND ALL THAT IS FOR CARS 

AND STUFF, FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY I AM POUNDS.  

YOU'RE DEALING WITH MOST OF THE BIG COMPANY TRUCKS, 

WHICH HAVE --  

THERE'S THREE COMPANIES IN AUSTIN THAT HAVE GOT THE 

BIG TRUCKS.  

Thomas: THE AVERAGE BIG TRUCK YOU HAUL IN, THEY HAVE 



INSURANCE AND ALL?  

OH, YES. YOU HAVE TO NOWADAYS TO EVEN BE 

REGISTERED WITH TXDOT AND ALL THAT, YOU HAVE TO 

CARRY INSURANCE. AND THAT'S ABOUT $3,000 PER MONTH 

PER TRUCK ON THE BIG TRUCKS.  

Thomas: I WOULD MAKE A MOTION -- A MOTION TO AMEND 

SOME OF THE FEES THAT THE TOWING ASSOCIATION WAS 

ASKING. I THINK IT'S REASONABLE. I THINK THE LARGEST 

AMOUNT IS 500 SOMETHING. IF IT HAPPENS, IF IT OCCURS. 

HOW MANY TIMES HAS THAT NORMALLY HAPPENED IN A 

YEAR?  

WE PROBABLY USE OUR TRAILERS FOR THIS KIND OF A 

WRECK ABOUT FIVE TIMES A YEAR. MOST OF THAT IS THE 

SURROUNDING COUNTIES AND STUFF TOO.  

Thomas: STAFF, DID WE GET THOSE FIGURES OR DO I HAVE 

TO GO BACK THROUGH THOSE FIGURES? I DON'T KNOW IF 

YOU WERE WRITING THAT AT THE SAME TIME. I WOULD 

RECOMMEND A MOTION THAT WE APPROVE ON FINAL 

READING THEN, BUT ADD THE FEES IN THAT THE TOWING 

ASSOCIATION WANTS, ADDITIONAL FEES THAT THEY WERE 

ASKING FOR TO BE ABLE TO DO THE JOB IN REMOVING 

LARGE VEHICLES AND ETCETERA ON THE HIGHWAYS.  

I CAN RECAP THOSE FOR YOU VERY QUICKLY. THAT WOULD 

BE THE AIR BAGS CURRENTLY ARE $75 PER HOUR 

REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF AIR BAGS USED. THE 

PROPOSAL WOULD BE $100 PER BAG PER HOUR. THE 

FORECAST LIFT CURRENTLY AT $75 PER HOUR, WOULD 

INCREASE TO $125 PER HOUR. THE HAUL TRAILERS 

CURRENTLY AT $75 PER HOUR WOULD BE A ONE-TIME FEE 

OF $500, A FLAT FEE OF $500. TRAILER DOLLIES, CURRENTLY 

$75 PER HOUR, WOULD BE A FLAT FEE OF $300. AND I 

BELIEVE THAT COVERS THE PROPOSAL.  

YEAH, THAT IS CORRECT.  

McCracken: I'LL SECOND THAT MOTION.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY MAYOR PRO TEM TO APPROVE ON 



THIRD READING WITH THE FEE AMENDMENTS AS READ INTO 

THE RECORD BY MR. GARZA, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN. FURTHER COMMENTS?  

McCracken: MAYOR, I WANT TO CLARIFY, THE REVISED -- 

THESE ARE PART OF THE REVISED ITEM NUMBER 19 BEFORE 

US ON THE DAIS RIGHT NOW.  

Mayor Wynn: CORRECT. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING 

NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 

SEVEN TO ZERO. THAT'S ON FINAL READING. THANK YOU ALL 

VERY MUCH. THANK YOU, MR. NU. GO GET 'EM. OKAY. SO 

COUNCIL, WE HAVE THREE PUBLIC HEARINGS NOW TO TAKE 

UP. IN ROUND NUMBERS, THE MIDDLE PUBLIC HEARING, 121 

REGARDING THE INTERLOCAL WITH AISD, WE HAVE NO 

SPEAKERS. OBVIOUSLY WE COULD KNOCK THAT OUT IN NO 

TIME. MR. STRUSE IS ALREADY STEPPING FORWARD. THE 

MOBILE FOOD VENDOR PUBLIC HEARING WE HAVE 16 FOLKS 

SIGNED UP WITH ABOUT AN HOUR AND A HALF WORTH OF 

TESTIMONY. AND THEN ON THE McMANSION ISSUE, 122, WE 

HAVE 84 FOLKS SIGNED UP FOR A TOTAL OF 543 MINUTES OR 

NINE HOURS. SO MY SUGGESTION IS WE TAKE UP 121, THEN 

TAKE UP THE MOBILE FOOD VENDORS AND GET THAT DONE 

IN A REASONABLE HOUR AND STAY AS LONG AS WE ALL CAN 

FOR THE McMANSION PUBLIC HEARING. SHROKS WE WANT 

TO -- AS LONG AS WE WANT TO. SO MR. STRUSE, 1221, 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING AN AISD INTERLOCAL.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MAYOR. MAYOR AND COUNCIL, 

WARREN STRUSE, DIRECTOR OF THE PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT. AND IT IS AN EXCITING NIGHT TO BE COMING 

TO YOU TONIGHT. WE WAITED A LONG TIME FOR THIS AND I 

KNOW THE MAYOR PRO TEM WITH HIS VISION AND 

INSPIRATION HAS LOOKED FOR IT AS WELL.  

Mayor Wynn: (INDISCERNIBLE).  

THIS IS A NIGHT WE COME TO THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE A 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 



NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

WITH THE AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A JOINT USE FACILITY 

CALLED THE TURNER ROBERTS RECREATION CENTER AND 

THE OVERTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT COLONY PARK. IF 

THIS INTERLOCAL IS APPROVED TONIGHT, IT WILL ALLOW US 

TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION OF THE OVERTON ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL AND THE TURNER ROBERTS RECREATION CENTER 

ON COLONY PARK. IN FRONT OF YOU ON THE SCREEN YOU 

WILL SEE COLONY PARK OUTLINED FOR YOU. IT IS LOCATED 

JUST EAST OF 183, SOUTH OF LOYOLA AND -- EXCUSE ME, 

NORTH OF LOYOLA AND SOUTH OF 290 AND JUST WEST OF 

DECKER LANE. THIS IS A QUICK RENDITION OF THE 

GYMNASIUM, THE TURNER ROBERTS RECREATION CENTER 

THAT WILL BE POSITIONED ON COLONY PARK JUST 

ADJACENT TO THE NEW OVERTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

ONCE CONSTRUCTED. AND I WANTED TO MAKE SURE I KNOW 

THE MAYOR PRO TEM ASKED ME TO ENSURE ON THE DATES, 

MAYOR PRO TEM I WANTED TO GET THE DATES DOWN FOR 

YOU TONIGHT. WE'RE GOING TO BE ADVERTISING FOR BIDS 

JULY -- THIS JULY 2006. OUR BID OPENINGS SHOULD OPEN 

SEPTEMBER 2006 FOR THE BID OPENING FOR THE 

RECREATION CENTER. WE WILL BE COMING BACK TO 

COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL ON SELECTION OF THE 

CONTRACTOR ON OCTOBER 2006, HOPEFULLY BEGIN 

CONSTRUCTION ON NOVEMBER 2006, AND OUR COMPLETION 

DATE FOR BOTH THE TURNER ROBERTS RECREATION 

CENTER AND THE OVERTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OUR 

GOAL IS FOR SUMMER 2007 IN PREPARATION FOR THE NEW 

SCHOOL TO OPEN, AND AT THE SAME TIME WE'LL BE 

PREPARED FOR OUR AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS AS IN OUR 

NEW RECREATION CENTER. SO COUNCIL, THAT CONCLUDES 

MY PRESENTATION, BUT IT IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

CHAPTER 26 OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE CODE, I 

WILL TRY TO READ -- I WILL TRY TO READ INTO THE 

RECORDS OUR RECORD OF FINDING IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

CHAPTER 26 OF THE PARKS AND WILDLIFE CODE, THERE IS 

NO OTHER FEASIBLE OR PRUDENT ALTERNATIVE TO THE 

TAKING OF DEDICATED PARKLAND, WHICH INCLUDES ALL 

PLANNING TO MINIMIZE HARM TO THE PARK. SO WITH THAT, 

COUNCIL, I WILL ASK FOR CONSIDERATION OF ITEM 121.  



Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. STRUSE. QUESTIONS OF 

STAFF, COUNCIL? WE HAVE NO CITIZENS SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK ON THIS PUBLIC HEARING, ITEM NUMBER 

121 AS PRESENTED BY MR. STRUSE. COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: MAYOR, I MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE NEGOTIATION 

OF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH AISD FOR THIS PARK, 

AND I'D LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU VERY MUCH, WARREN 

STRUSE, AND THANK YOU TO AISD. I THINK THESE TYPES OF 

PROJECTS REALLY HELP US AS THE GOVERNMENT AS WELL 

AS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT PROVIDE FACILITIES AND PARKS 

FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY, AND WHENEVER WE CAN 

PARTNER, IT REALLY IS A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE. THANKS.  

THANK YOU.  

Thomas: I'LL SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM AND 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM TO APPROVE THIS 

ITEM. FURTHER COMMENTS?  

Thomas: I REALLY APPRECIATE MR. STRUSE FOR YOUR HARD 

WORK AND YOUR DEPARTMENT AND I APPRECIATE AISD 

COMING IN IN THIS INTERLOCAL. THE COMMUNITY IN THE 

AREA OF COLONY PARK ARE REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO 

THIS, AND WE APPRECIATE ALL YOUR HARD WORK, YOUR 

STAFF, AND AISD. WE APPRECIATE THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCIL FOR THIS APPROVAL TONIGHT.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH, MAYOR PRO TEM. AND REAL QUICKLY, 

MAYOR, THE GROUNDBREAKING, ONCE APPROVED, IS 

SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 24TH, SATURDAY, AT 11:00 A.M., AND I 

WILL BE MAKING SURE THAT YOU ALL GET INVITATIONS REAL 

SOON.  

Mayor Wynn: FAIR ENOUGH. MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE 

TABLE. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN 

FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF FIVE 



TO ZERO WITH COUNCILMEMBERS ALVAREZ AND 

MCCRACKEN OFF THE DAIS. GOODNIGHT, MR. STRUSE. SO 

COUNCIL, FIRST PUBLIC HEARING TONIGHT NOW WILL BE 

ITEM NUMBER 120 REGARDING MOBILE FOOD VENDORS. 

WE'LL HAVE A STAFF PRESENTATION FROM MR. GREG 

GUERNSEY AND THEN WE'LL HEAR FROM SPEAKERS.  

THIS IS AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 25-2 OF THE AUSTIN CITY 

CODE REGARDING MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS. 

INCLUDING THE CREATION OF A TASKFORCE AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. THIS 

MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT ORDINANCE WAS INITIATE 

BID CITY COUNCIL ON APRIL 20TH AND THE PURPOSE OF THE 

AMENDMENT IS TO CLARIFY WHERE AND HOW A MOBILE 

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT MAY OPERATE WITHIN THE LIMITED 

AND FULL PURPOSE JURISDICTION OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN. 

CURRENTLY A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT IS NOW 

PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE CITY'S ZONING REGULATIONS 

AND IS A PROHIBITED USE. THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON 

MAY 23rd RECOMMENDED A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT 

ORDINANCE. WE ACTUALLY PRESENTED TO YOU TWO 

RECOMMENDATIONS. THE FIRST RECOMMENDATION IS THAT 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPOINT A TASKFORCE TO PROVIDE 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL WITHIN 90 DAYS ON A 

PROPOSED MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT ORDINANCE. AND 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS A THE 

TASKFORCE INCLUDES MEMBERS OF THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION, AND THAT IS BECAUSE THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION HAS BEEN -- HAD THIS ISSUE 

BROUGHT BEFORE THEM MANY TIMES, PROBABLY IN THE 

LAST THREE OR FOUR YEARS REGARDING COMPLAINTS 

THAT HAVE BEEN BROUGHT, NAMELY BY NEIGHBORHOODS. 

THE SECOND MOTION THAT THEY MADE WAS TO 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF AN INTERIM MOBILE FOOD 

ESTABLISHMENT ORDINANCE BASED ON THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION WITH AN EXCLUSION TO THE PROVISION 

THAT A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT USE MUST SET BACK 

AT LEAST 200 FEET FROM A RESIDENTIAL USE. LET ME GO 

THROUGH THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION A 

LITTLE BIT IN MORE DETAIL. AGAIN, THESE ARE TEMPORARY 

REGULATIONS. THE STAFF ACTUALLY RECOMMENDED A 

MORE PERMANENT ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE 



TEMPORARY USE REGULATIONS THAT THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

CURRENTLY HAS. OUR TEMPERATURE USE REGULAR -- 

TEMPORARY USE REGULATIONS MAKE PROVISIONS FOR THE 

SALE OF, SAY, CHRISTMAS TREES OR PUMPKINS OR OTHER 

TYPES OF PRODUCTS ON A TEMPORARY BASIS, A 

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT IS GOOD FOR ONE YEAR. A 

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT DOES NOT REQUIRE SITE PLAN 

APPROVAL. A REVISION TO APPROVE A PREVIOUS 

APPROVED SITE PLAN AS A REVISION, BUT IT DOES REQUIRE 

THAT A DIAGRAM BE SUBMITTED AND THAT A DESCRIPTION 

OF THE USE. A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT COSTS $50, AND AS 

I SAID BEFORE, THAT IS WHAT THE STAFF IS SUGGESTING. 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WAS TO 

HAVE A FREESTANDING ORDINANCE, AN INTERIM 

ORDINANCE DURING THIS 90-DAY PERIOD. AND THE 

ORDINANCE ITSELF WOULD ESTABLISH CERTAIN 

REQUIREMENTS. THERE'S ALWAYS A REQUIREMENT THAT IT 

BE LICENSED BY A HEALTH AUTHORITY. AS I MENTIONED 

EARLIER, THIS IS DEALING WITH WHERE THEY CAN OPERATE 

AND HOW THEY CAN OPERATE WITH REGARDS TO MAIN 

MAINLY ZONING REGULATIONS, NOT NECESSARILY HEALTH 

REGULATIONS. BUT WE'VE NOTED FOR THE RECORD THAT 

THEY MUST BE LICENSED BY THE HEALTH AUTHORITY. 

WHERE THEY COULD LOCATE WOULD BE PROPOSED BY THE 

COMMISSION AND BY STAFF, THAT THEY BE ALLOWED IN ALL 

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS. 

THEREFORE THEY COULD NOT BE LOCATED IN ANY 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT LIKE SINGLE-FAMILY, MULTI-FAMILY 

ZONING DISTRICTS. THEY MAY NOT BE LOCATED WITHIN 50 

FEET OF A LOT WHICH CONTAINS A MIXED USE, WHICH IS 

LIKE A RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL USE BUILDING. THAT 

THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO OPERATE BETWEEN THE 

HOURS OF THREE A.M. AND SIX P.M. THAT THEY MAY NOT BE 

LOCATED WITHIN 300 FEET OF ONE OTHER MOBILE FOOD 

VENDING OPERATION, SO THAT MEANS THAT YOU COULD 

HAVE TWO ON THE SAME BLOCK, BUT NOT THREE. FOR 

INSTANCE, OR WITHIN A DISTANCE OF 300 FEET. THAT THEY 

WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO LOCATE WITHIN 20-FOOT OF A 

GENERAL RESTAURANT OR LIMITED RESTAURANT. AND 

THESE WOULD BE OUR -- THE TWO RESTAURANT 

CLASSIFICATIONS THAT WE HAVE IN THE CITY. THE NOISE 

LEVEL FOR THESE MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, FOR 



THE EQUIPMENT THEY USE MAY NOT EXCEED 70-DECIBELS 

MEASURED AT THE PROPERTY LINE THAT'S ACROSS THE 

STREET OR ABUTTING A RESIDENTIAL USE. AND THIS WOULD 

BE FOR MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT LIKE A GENERATOR THAT 

THEY MAY NOT HAVE TO OPERATE TO POWER ELECTRICAL 

EQUIPMENT ON THE PROPERTY OR SOUND EQUIPMENT 

THAT IS LOCATED OUTSIDE THE MOBILE FOOD 

ESTABLISHMENT. FOUR OFF STREET PARKING SPACES 

WOULD BE REQUIRED. MANY DRIVE-IN SERVICE, LIKE A 

DRIVE-IN WINDOW WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED. IF THEY HAVE 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING THAT IT BE HOODED OR SHIELDED SO 

THE SOURCE IS NOT DIRECTLY VISIBLE BY RESIDENTS. THAT 

A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT IS LIMITED TO A SIGN 

ATTACHED TO THE EXTERIOR OF THE ACTUAL TRAILER OR 

TRUCK OR VEHICLE. THAT IT MUST BE SECURED, MOUNTED 

FLAT AGAINST THE MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT AND MAY 

NOT PROJECT MORE THAN SIX INCHES FROM THAT. THE 

PERMIT HOLDER WOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE A TRASH 

RECEPTACLE FOR THE CUSTOMERS TO USE AND THAT THE 

AREA AROUND THE TRAILER BE KEPT CLEAR AND FREE OF 

LITTER AND DEBRIS. PERMANENT WATER AND WASTEWATER 

HOOKUPS IS PROHIBITED FOR A MOBILE FOOD 

ESTABLISHMENT AND ELECTRICAL SERVICE MAY BE 

PROVIDED EITHER BY A TEMPORARY SERVICE, WHICH 

WOULD BE LIMITED TO A 90-DAY HOOKUP THAT YOU MIGHT 

FIND AT LIKE A CHRISTMAS TREE SALES LOT, OR OTHER 

CONNECTION THAT MAY BE ALLOWED BY ELECTRIC 

UTILITIES, OR BY AN ONBOARD GENERATOR. IF THE MOBILE 

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT IS USED IN ACCESSORY TO AN 

EXISTING RESTAURANT, THEN THESE REGULATIONS WOULD 

NOT APPLY. THE FINAL PORTION OF THIS ORDINANCE THAT 

YOU HAVE MIMICS THE TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 

APPLICATION, AND AGAIN IT SHOWS WHERE THEY WOULD 

LOCATE. IT WOULD SHOW HOW OR WHERE THE PARKING IS 

PROVIDED TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE'S ADEQUATE 

SETBACKS PROVIDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 

REGULATIONS. AS I MENTIONED BEFORE, THERE IS A FEE. 

IT'S $50 PER YEAR THAT WOULD BE ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 

TYPE OF APPLICATION. AND IF AND WHEN THE FOOD 

ESTABLISHMENT USE WOULD TERMINATE, ALSO ALL THE 

DEBRIS AND LITTER WOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE 

AND THE SITE RESTORED. AS I MENTIONED BEFORE, THIS IS 



THE PLANNING COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATION. THE 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION INCLUDED ONE ADDITIONAL 

REQUIREMENT THAT THE MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT 

USE BE LOCATED AT LEAST 200 FEET FROM A RESIDENTIAL 

USE, WHICH COULD BE A SINGLE-FAMILY HOME, DUPLEX, 

TOWNHOUSE, MULTI-FAMILY USE, AND THAT BE MEASURED 

FROM THE VEHICLE TO THE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY LINE 

THAT'S EITHER USED OR ZONED THAT WAY. [ONE MOMENT, 

PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

Mayor Wynn: YOU WILL SEE US OCCASIONALLY LEAVE THE 

DAIS, TO GO GET A DRINK, BUT THERE'S AUDIO AND VISUAL 

BACK THERE, WE ARE ACTUALLY HEARING TESTIMONY BACK 

THERE IN THE BACK. COUNCIL, QUESTIONS FOR MR. 

GUERNSEY? IF NOT, WE CAN GO TO OUR -- TO OUR CITIZEN 

SPEAKERS AND WE HAVE -- WE HAVE 43 FOLKS SIGNED UP IN 

OPPOSITION, SEVEN FOR, ONE PERSON NEUTRAL AND NOT 

EVERYBODY WANTING TO SPEAK LUCKILY. THERE'S ABOUT 

16 SPEAKERS WITH FOLKS DONATING TIME IF THEY ARE 

STILL HERE. WE WILL START, WORK OUR WAY THROUGH THE 

SIGN UP SHEET, SEE HOW FAR WE GET. FIRST SPEAKER 

WISHING TO SPEAK ON ITEM 120, NICK NICHOLAS BRIONES, 

SORRY IF I'M MISPRONOUNCING THAT, COME ADDRESS US, 

WELCOME. SORRY I'LL MISS PRONOUNCE, FOLLOWED BY 

MARISA VILLEREAL, FOLLOWED BY [INDISCERNIBLE] 

WELCOME, SIR, THREE MINUTES.  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL OF THE PEOPLES HERE IN THIS 

PLACE, ALL OF THE -- ALL OF THE VENDORS, MORE TO 

VENDORS TO HELP AND SEE A LOT OF PEOPLES, I HEAR A 

LOT OF PEOPLES COMPLAIN, BUT THESE PEOPLES 

COMPLAIN, TALK ABOUT THE PEOPLES BEFORE I COME 

OVER HERE, THEY SAID THEY COMPLAIN BECAUSE THEY 

DON'T HAVE A PERMIT TO SERVE FOOD WHICH I DON'T SEE 

THAT HE DON'T -- THEY DON'T HAVE A PERMIT TO SERVE 

FOOD. THEY HAVE THE TASTE OF THE PERMIT HERE, THE 

SPEAKERS, THESE PEOPLES, EVERY TIME, THE THINGS THEY 

GO -- CONSTANTLY GO CHECK THESE PEOPLES EVIDENCE -- 

IF LEGAL. THESE PEOPLES WORKED SO HARD, SO HARD TO -

- THESE PEOPLES DIDN'T PAY TAXES, THEY DO EVERYTHING 

THE BEST THEY CAN DO TO LEAVE. I DON'T SEE NOTHING 

WRONG WITH THESE PEOPLES. I'M SO HAPPY TO COME AND 

HELP THESE PEOPLES TO SEE WHAT'S GOING ON. I DON'T 



SEE PEOPLE COMPLAIN, RUMORS, BAD MENTION I DON'T 

WANT TO MENTION. WE CAME OVER HERE, I CAME OVER 

HERE ABOUT THESE PEOPLES TO HELP TO SEE EXACTLY 

WHAT HAPPENED. I DON'T SEE NOTHING, NOTHING WRONG. 

TO ME NOTHING WRONG. I HAVE -- THEY GOT THE TEXAS 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THEY GOT THE [INDISCERNIBLE] 

BUSINESS, THEY GOT PERMITS TO SELL THESE. THESE 

PEOPLE WANT TO DO EVERYTHING LEGAL. THEY DON'T 

WANT TO DO NOTHING WRONG. THEY WANT TO DO 

EVERYTHING RIGHT. AND THANK YOU SO MUCH TO ALL OF 

THE PEOPLES HERE TO -- TO COME AND -- AND 

COLLABORATED WITH THESE PEOPLES. I'M -- THIS IS MY 

FIRST TIME I CAME OVER HERE, HOPEFULLY MY LANGUAGE 

THEY CAN UNDERSTAND. I FEEL SORRY IF MY LANGUAGE IS 

NOT CLEAR, BUT I WILL DO THE BEST THING I CAN DO, YOU 

KNOW. AND IT'S WHAT I THOUGHT THESE PEOPLES, WHAT 

DO YOU DO -- YOU DO SOMETHING WRONG OR WHAT -- WHY 

THESE PEOPLES COMPLAIN, WHY RECENTLY COMPLAIN TO 

DO -- THEY ARE THE ONE THAT MOBILE HOMES ARE AROUND 

TO -- I DON'T UNDERSTAND NOT ONLY HERE IN AUSTIN, IT'S 

EVERYWHERE. I DON'T KNOW WHY, THE RIGHT POINT, THE 

REASON TO MOVE OUT THESE PEOPLES, THESE PEOPLES 

DON'T DO NOTHING WRONG. THEY ARE LEGAL. THEY GOT 

THINGS -- PERMITS, PERMITS, BUSINESS, PEOPLES PAY 

TAXES. AND THANK YOU, THANK YOU SO MUCH TO -- TO 

GIVING TO US OPPORTUNITY TO BE HERE IN THIS PLACE. TO 

PEOPLES TO LISTEN TO SEE WHAT'S GOING ON WITH US 

[BUZZER SOUNDING] THANK YOU. THANK YOU SO MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: YOU'RE WELCOME, THANK YOU. COUNCIL, I WILL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO WAIVE RULES AND GO PAST 10:00 

P.M. ACTUALLY, YOU KNOW WHAT, THEIR FINAL MEETINGS, 

MAYOR PRO TEM MOVES TO WAIVE RULES TO GO PAST 

10:00, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. 

[LAUGHTER] [ APPLAUSE ]  

Thomas: DON'T HAVE TO STAY HERE?  

ALL OF THOSE IN POLICE OFFICER PLEASE SAY AYE?  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 5-0. 

COUNCILMEMBERS LEFFINGWELL AND McCRACK 10 OFF THE 

DAIS. MARISA VILLEREAL. WELCOME. YOU WILL BE 



FOLLOWED BY [INDISCERNIBLE] EITHER SIDE IS FINE. 

WELCOME, 3 MINUTES.  

NICHOLAS IS HELPING ME TO TRANSLATE. MY ENGLISH IS 

NOT SO GOOD.  

Mayor Wynn: SOUNDS GOOD. WELCOME.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

Mayor Wynn: HERE'S GOING TO RUN OVER HERE TO 

TRANSLATE. BE A LITTLE EASIER, I THINK.  

I'M SORRY. I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO, THE -- THE 

TRANSLATOR, BUT I'M HERE, I WILL TRY TO DO THE BEST 

THING, OKAY. I'M SORRY WE DON'T HAVE A TRANSLATOR. 

SOMETHING PERFECT I WILL TRY TO DO THE BEST THING 

THAT I CAN DO.  

I TRUST HIM.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

MY NAME IS MARISA VILLEREAL. I HAVE EXPERIENCE TO BE 

AS OTHER PEOPLES WORKING AT RESTAURANTS. I'M HERE 

FOR ONE REASON. IS TO HELP TO -- IS TO HELP OTHER TACO 

BUSINESS. [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

[INDISCERNIBLE] [MICROPHONE FEEDBACK] [SPEAKING IN 

SPANISH]  

ALL MY PEOPLES.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

FOR ME IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO INFORM ALL OF THE 

PEOPLES, THE VENDORS, [INDISCERNIBLE] VENDORS. HOW 

THEY CAN FOLLOW THE RULES TO BE HEALTHY AND 

[INDISCERNIBLE] [SPEAKING IN SPANISH] [MICROPHONE 

FEEDBACK] [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

ALL HISPANICS HAVE TO RISE THE SAME AS EVERYBODY. 

THEY LIVE IN AUSTIN -- IN ALL OF THIS COUNTRY. THEY TRY 



TO GO ALL THE WAYS. ALWAYS THEY DO IT THE RIGHT 

THINGS. I DON'T SEE IF THE LAW -- IS NOT CLEAR UNDER 

REGULATION.  

OTHER REGULATIONS.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH] [BUZZER SOUNDING]  

BECAUSE ALL OPERATOR, WHEN THEY DO EVERYTHING 

RIGHT THEY FOLLOW ALL THE RULES.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

[INDISCERNIBLE] WE ARE ONE COMMUNITY WITH THE 

DIFFERENT CULTURES.  

COUNTRIES.  

ANYONE HAVE TO BE RESPECT LIKE ANYONE, OTHER ONES.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

WE -- THEY MUST -- [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

THEY HAVE A VALUE -- THIS [INDISCERNIBLE]  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

OTHER CULTURES HISPANIC -- [INDISCERNIBLE]  

THEY SELL FOOD, FOOD -- OKAY. I'M SORRY.  

Mayor Wynn: [INDISCERNIBLE]  

OKAY.  

WE ARE THE OTHER COMMUNITY TOGETHER. FOR 

DIFFERENT CULTURES. ANYONE THEY HAVE TO PAY 

RESPECT. ALL THE -- ALL OF THE CULTURES IS -- EAT TACOS. 

[INDISCERNIBLE] WE LIKE IT BETTER BECAUSE IT'S MORE 

HEALTHY, TO BE -- TO BE -- TO BE DIFFERENT -- DIFFERENT 

KIND OF -- KIND OF FOOD.  



LIKE REFRIGERATOR FOOD OR PROCESSED FOOD.  

Mayor Wynn: YOUR TIME HAS CONCLUDED.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

WE TRY TO FIX ANY PROBLEMS. ALWAYS RESPECT LIKE THE 

SMALL BUSINESS. [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

DON'T UNDERSTAND.  

I PROMISE TO HELP THE OTHER TACO -- TO BE RESPECT.  

I'M SORRY, IT'S FOREIGN TO ME TO BE INTERPRET I'M SO 

SORRY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP.  

THANK YOU.  

NEXT SPEAKER IS BELIEVE IS APPOLINAR CADINA, 

FOLLOWED BY FRED MADRONO.  

HELLO, CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS, I'M RAUL [INDISCERNIBLE] 

I'M A FRIEND OF POLO, I WILL BE TRANSLATING FOR HIM 

TONIGHT.  

THANK YOU.  

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: IF I COULD, YOU WILL NOTE I GUESS A REFERENCE 

TO AVA TACO, NOT THE NAME OF A BUSINESS, ACTUALLY 

THE NAME OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MOBILE FOOD 

VENDORS, BUT IN SPANISH THE ACRONYM IS AVA TACO, SO 

YOU MIGHT HAVE CAUGHT THAT IN THAT LAST BIT OF 

TESTIMONY, BUT ACTUALLY I BELIEVE POLO HERE IS 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THAT GROUP. HE MAY BE EXPLAINING 

MORE ABOUT THE ROLE OF THAT ORGANIZATION. BUT 

SOMEHOW THEY GOT THE RECORD TACO INTO THAT. 

WELCOME.  



[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

GOOD EVENING, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, I'M HERE WITH 

MY FELLOW TACO OWNERS AND TACO STAND VENDORS AND 

WE ARE HERE TO REPRESENT AND BRING OUR CASE 

BEFORE YOU TONIGHT. [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

WE WANT AN EXACT RESOLUTION THAT YOU PRESENT TO 

US, WHAT WE NEED TO DO AND HOW WE CAN OPERATE.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

WHAT I'M HOLDING HERE IS A PETITION FOR THE 

SIGNATURES FROM ALL OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS WHO 

AREN'T BOTHERED BY THE -- THE WAY WE OPERATE AND 

HOW WE -- MAINTAIN OUR BUSINESSES.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

I JUST WANTED TO PRESENT IT TO YOU GUYS AND SHOW IT, 

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO ARE SUPPORTING US IN THIS 

ISSUE AND THAT THE COMMUNITIES INVOLVED BEHIND THIS. 

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

WE ARE REGISTERED AND ADMINISTERED WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, WE PAY OUR TAXES, WE FOLLOW 

THEIR REGULATIONS VERY WELL AND THEY CONTINUE TO 

CHECK ON US.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH] >> 

I'M HOLDING HERE THE CITY INSPECTIONS, WHAT WE PAY 

THE CITY OF AUSTIN TO OPERATE AND THE SPECIFIC 

INSPECTOR WHO MADE THE VARIOUS INSPECTIONS AND 

HOW EACH YEAR IT'S PASSED, HOW THEY CONTINUE TO PAY 

FOR IT.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

ALSO INFORMATION SO THAT YOU CAN SEE THAT EACH 

INDIVIDUAL VENDOR OPERATES AND PAYS THEIR TAXES AS 

WELL. [BUZZER SOUNDING] [SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  



WHAT WE ARE ASKING IS YOU TO JUST PLEASE DEFEND US 

IN OUR POSITION AS WELL, THIS IS THE WAY WE MAKE OUR 

LIVING. WE ARE AN ORGANIZATION, WE PAY FOR OUR 

FAMILY AND OUR WAY OF LIFE IN THIS MANNER AND WE ARE 

JUST TRYING TO OPERATE.  

WE REALLY DON'T HAVE A WAY OF -- OF EXPLAINING 

OURSELVES MORE, IT'S JUST WE WANT TO KNOW EXACTLY 

WHAT WE CAN DO TO CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THESE 

REGULATIONS AND NOT HAVE THIS PROPOSITION PASS 

WHERE WE ARE SHUT DOWN AND CAN NO LONGER 

OPERATE.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

IT ISN'T JUST OUR TRADITION TO OPERATE IN THIS MANNER 

WITH THE LATE NIGHT EATING, THE WAY WE HANDLE 

OURSELVES, BUT IT IS A TRADITION IN ALL OF THE UNITED 

STATES AND EVERYWHERE ELSE YOU CAN SEE IT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, PLEASE CONCLUDE.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR TALK, FOR EVERYTHING, 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR US HERE, BUT ALL 

EVERYBODY OUT THIS THERE, EVERYBODY STAND, 

CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION, EVERYBODY 

IS FOR AVA TACO.  

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING TO US, EVERYONE YOU SEE 

BACK THERE STANDING ESPECIALLY IN THE WHITE T-SHIRTS, 

WE ARE ALL SPORTING AVA TACK SO, WE HOPE THAT YOU 

CAN WORK WITH US AS WELL.  

THANK YOU. FRED MADRONO, OUR SPEAKER. FOLLOWED BY 

SUZANNA PEREZ, FOLLOWED BY TONY HOUSE. GOOD 

EVENING COUNCILMEMBERS, THANK YOU MAYOR, MAYOR 

PRO TEM, I APPRECIATE YOUR ATTENTION THAT YOU ARE 

GIVING TO US AT THIS TIME. I DON'T NEED A TRANSLATOR I'M 

SORRY. I'M COMING HERE AS -- AS PART OF THE OWNERS OF 

THE -- OF THE TACO STANDS. WE FOLLOW ALL OF THE 

RULES THAT ARE IMPLIED TO US, WE ARE ALSO REQUIRED 

TO BE -- TO BE IN HOLDING OF A FOOD MANAGER 

CERTIFICATE WHICH WE ALL POSSESS AS WELL. WE ATTEND 



CLASSES OF THE PREPARATION OF OUR FOOD AND 

EVERYTHING. SO -- SO IN THAT SUBSTANCE WE ARE ALL 

FOLLOWING THE RULES AS -- AS THE PREVIOUS GENTLEMAN 

WAS SHOWING YOU, WE HAVE OUR SALES TAX PERMITS. WE 

ALSO DID OUR REGULAR INSPECTIONS, WE ALSO ARE 

TRYING TO ASSIMILATE INTO THIS COMMUNITY, INTO THIS 

COUNTRY, BECAUSE WE HAVE COME HERE TO -- TO BECOME 

PART OF A MOMENTING POT THAT AMERICA HAS GROWN 

UPON. AS TO BECOME THE SMALL BUSINESS WHICH 

AMERICA DEPENDS ON TREMENDOUSLY. AND IF YOU -- IF 

YOU AT THIS POINT CONSIDER THAT, YOU KNOW, THIS IS A 

WAY OF LIFE FOR A LOT OF PEOPLE, WE TRY TO HELP THE 

COMMUNITY AS MUCH AS WE CAN, ANYBODY THAT IS OUT 

THERE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, WELL, WE WORK, THEY 

KNOW IF THEY HAVE A PROBLEM, THEY CAN COME TO US. IF 

THEY HAVE A BREAKDOWN, IF THEY NEED SOMEBODY TO 

CALL THE POLICE OFFICER, IF THEY NEED ANYTHING THEY 

CAN DEPEND ON US BECAUSE WE ARE A WAY OF MAYBE A 

SENSE OF SECURITY FOR THEM AS WELL WHILE THEY ARE 

ON THE STREET. AND WE PROVIDE QUALITY SERVICE FOR 

OUR -- FOR ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS. WE HAVE A LOT OF 

REPEAT BUSINESS. WE DO FAMILY BUSINESS AND WE TRY 

AS MUCH AS WE CAN TO -- TO HELP OUR COMMUNITIES AND 

TO BE LAW ABIDING CITIZENS. AND I AM EXTREMELY -- I 

WOULD APPRECIATE, YOU KNOW, ANY CONSIDERATION 

THAT YOU CAN GIVE TO -- TO BEING ABLE TO LET US 

OPERATE WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF AUSTIN. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. MADRONO. NEXT SPEAKER IS SUZANNA 

PEREZ. WELCOME, MS. PEREZ, FOLLOWED BY TONY HOUSE.  

[SPEAKING IN SPANISH]  

GOOD EVENING. 7 I ONLY HAVE A FEW WORDS FOR YOU 

TONIGHT. WE MAY NOT ALL BE ENGLISH SPEAKERS, BUT WE 

ARE HERE TODAY TO TELL YOU THAT WE SIMPLY WANT TO 

JUST WORK AND FOR YOU TO LISTEN TO OUR WORDS. 

GRACIAS.  

THAT'S IT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU YOU, MS. PEREZ, TONY HOUSE, 

WELCOME. TONY A NUMBER OF FOLKS WANTED TO SIGN UP 



--  

I DON'T NEED EXTRA TIME, THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: BLESS YOU, THREE MINUTES, WELCOME.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, 

COUNCILMEMBERS. MY NAME IS TONI HOUSE, CO-VICE-

PRESIDENT OF SOUTH RIVER CITY CITIZENS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION AND A RESIDENT OF THE EAST RIVERSIDE 

OLTORF COMBINED NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AREA. I ASK 

THAT YOU NOT PASS THIS ORDINANCE AS CURRENTLY 

WRITTEN. THIS IS NOT AN EMERGENCY SITUATION. THE 

DRAFT ORDINANCE DOES NOT RESOLVE ALL OF THE ISSUES 

AT STAKE HERE. PLEASE CREATE A TASK FORCE TO 

CONSIDER NOT ONLY THE VENDOR'S CONCERNS, BUT TO 

ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS THESE UNITS HAVE CREATED FOR 

THE NEIGHBORHOODS IN WHICH THEY OPERATE. THE CRIME 

RATE IN THE 78741 ZIP CODE IS THE HIGHEST IN THE CITY 

WITH OVER 14,000 CRIMES COMMITTED IN 2005. AT EVERY 

POLICE COMMANDER'S FORUM THAT I HAVE ATTENDED, OUR 

POLICE REPRESENTATIVES HAVE ASKED FOR 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE AND -- IN OBJECT OBTAINING 

APPROPRIATE RESTRICTIONS ON MOBILE FOOD VENDING 

UNITS. THEY HAVE ASSURED US THAT IF THE CITY WOULD 

JUST IMPOSE SOME CONTROLS ON THESE -- ON THESE 

VENDING UNITS OUR NEIGHBORHOODS WOULD SEE AN 

IMMEDIATE REDUCTION IN THE -- IN THE NUMBER OF LATE-

NIGHT CRIMES. CRIMINALS ARE DRAWN TO OUR 

NEIGHBORHOODS FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE CITY AT -- 

YOU KNOW LATE AT NIGHT BECAUSE THE POST MIDNIGHT 

CROWD FREQUENTING MOBILE UNITS ARE CONSIDERED 

EASY PREY. MANY OF THEIR CUSTOMERS ARE ON FOOT, 

INEBRIATED, OFTEN AFFORDAFRAID TO REPORT THESE 

CRIMES TO POLICE. WHILE IN THE AREA THE SAME 

CRIMINALS GO ON TO COMMIT OTHER CRIMES. MY 

NEIGHBORHOOD'S BIGGEST PROBLEM WITH THE ORDINANCE 

ARE THE EXTREMELY LATE OPERATING HOURS OF THE 

UNITS WHEN THEY ARE CLOSE TO RESIDENTIAL AREAS. 200 

FEET IS TOO CLOSE. ALLOWING A UNIT TO STAY OPEN UNTIL 

3:00 A.M. IS NOT APPROPRIATE NEAR RESIDENTIAL 

NEIGHBORHOODS. OTHER CITIES HAVE VERY STRICT 

ORDINANCES THAT REQUIRE SINCE SENSE YEBL CLOSING 



TIMES, THAT REQUIRE THEM TO OPERATE A REASONABLE 

DISTANCE AWAY FROM RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND THAT ALSO 

IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON OUTDOOR LIGHTING, SOUND 

AMPLIFICATION, OUTDOOR SEATING, LITTERING AND ALSO 

PROVIDE FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE. SAN 

ANTONIO HAS AN EXCELLENT ORDINANCE AND MERITS 

CONSIDERATION AS A MODEL FOR AUSTIN'S ORDINANCE. 

PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW THESE UNITS TO CONTINUE TO 

OPERATE SO LATE AT NIGHT EVERY NIGHT IN SUCH CLOSE 

PROXIMITY TO RESIDENTIAL AREAS. IT IS NOT ONLY VERY 

DISRUPT ACTIVE TO THE RESIDENTS, BUT DANGEROUS FOR 

THE CUSTOMERS AS WELL. THE POLICE ARE TAKEN AWAY 

FROM OTHER IMPORTANT -- FOR MORE -- THEY ARE NOT 

ALLOWED TO DEVOTE AS MUCH TIME TO OTHER CRIMES IN 

THE AREA AS THEY SHOULD BE BECAUSE SO MUCH OF 

THEIR TIME IS SPENT ALONG THE RIVERSIDE CORRIDOR 

ADDRESSING THE LATE NIGHT CRIME THAT THESE MOBILE 

FOOD VENDING UNITS CREATE. THANK YOU. [BUZZER 

SOUNDING] [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, MS. HOUSE. NEXT SPEAKER IS JEAN MATHER. 

THANK YOU, SHOW JEAN AS ALSO IN OPPOSITION. 

PATPATRICIA WALLACE. SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, IN 

OPPOSITION. WELCOME, PATRICIA. LET'S SEE, ERIC 

PETERSON STILL HERE? ERIC? WELL, THE RULES ARE MS. 

WALLACE HE NEED TO BE PRESENT IN THE CHAMBERS TO 

DO SO, SO -- THERE HE IS. SO YOU WILL HAVE UP TO SIX 

MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. FOLLOWED BY SAGE WHITE.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. MY NAME IS PATRICIA WALLACE, 

HIM A HOMEOWNER. I LIVE IN THE AREA THAT IS SERVED BY 

THE SOUTH RIVER CITY CITIZENS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION, WHICH I BELONG TO. MY HOME IS PART OF A 

BLOCK OF HOMES THAT RUNS BETWEEN OLTORF, ON THE 

SOUTH, TO RIVERSIDE DRIVE ON THE NORTH. AND FROM I-35 

ACCESS ROAD ON THE WEST TO PARKER LANE ON THE 

EAST. ALL HOMES IN MY BLOCK, MY BLOCK RUNS FROM -- 

FROM WOODLAND DRIVE TO DEERFIELD AND ALL HOMES IN -

- IN MY BLOCK, THE FRONT OF THE HOME FACES ON TO -- TO 

SYLVAN DRIVE IN MY CASE, THE BACK OF THE HOMES ALL 

RUN ALONG PARKER DRIVE. AND THAT'S REALLY WHAT I 

WANT TO SPEAK TO TONIGHT. I THINK THAT IT'S REALLY 

UNFORTUNATE THAT THE VENDORS WHO CAME TO TESTIFY 



TONIGHT THEY SEEM TO FEEL THAT THEY ARE BEING 

PERSECUTED OR CRITICIZED. THE PROBLEM IS NOT WITH 

THE VENDORS IN MY VIEW. THE PROBLEM IS WITH THE 

PEOPLE, A PORTION OF THE PEOPLE THAT THEY SERVE. 

THIS IS A LONG-RUNNING PROBLEM IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

THAT THE SOUTH RIVER CITIZENS GROUP HAS BEEN TRYING 

TO WORK WITH THE POLICE AND THE CITY TO ADDRESS FOR 

A LONG TIME. THIS HAS TO DO THE LARGER 

REVERBERATIONS OF THE PEOPLE WHO COME OUT OF THE 

BARS, THE BARS CLOSE ALONG RIVERSIDE DRIVE, CLOSE AT 

3:00 A.M., THEY THEN GO TO THE TACO STANDS TO GET A 

BITE TO EAT, THEN GET INTO THEIR CARS TO GET -- TO GO 

TO THESE PLACES FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY NIGHTS 

IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD IS BOOM BOX NIGHT. BECAUSE FROM 

THE DARK HOURS OF THE EVENING UNTIL WELL PAST 3:00 

UNTIL 4:00 OR 5:00 IN THE MORNING, PEOPLE ARE GOING 

FROM THEIR RESIDENCES, WHICH ARE -- WHICH ARE SOUTH 

OF OLTORF, ALONG PARKER, PARKER IS LIKE THE 

DEDICATED ROAD TO THE BARS. AND TO THE TACO STANDS. 

THEY GO TOO FAST, THEY HAVE THEIR BOOM BOXES OUT 

ON, LOUD, LOUD ENOUGH TO WAKE ME UP JUST FROM THE -- 

FROM THE VIBRATIONS OF THE BOOM BOXES. AND THEIR 

WINDOWS DOWN. BECAUSE THEY ARE ON THEIR WAY TO 

THE BARS AND THEN STARTING ABOUT 3:00 AND RUNNING 

UNTIL 5:00 IN THE MORNING, THEY ARE GOING THE OTHER 

WAY AND THEY ARE DRUNK AND IN MY BACK YARD MY BACK 

YARD FENCE I HAVE A -- LIKE A FIVE OR SIX FOOT TALL 

WOOD FENCE THAT RUNS ALONG PARKER. IT WAS CRASHED 

INTO ONE NIGHT, ONE EARLY MORNING, BY SOMEBODY WHO 

WAS DRIVING TOO FAST AND DRIVING DRUNK WHO -- WHO 

WAS GOING FROM PARKER TOWARD OLTORF, LOST 

CONTROL OF THEIR CAR, WENT OVER THE CURB AND 

CRASHED INTO MY BACK FENCE. I DIDN'T FIND OUT ABOUT IT 

UNTIL THE NEXT MORNING, OF COURSE, AND THEY DIDN'T 

LEAVE ME A NOTE SAYING SORRY. DIDN'T GET THEIR 

DRIVER'S LICENSE. THIS HAS HAPPENED TO OTHER 

NEIGHBORS IN MY BLOCK. I HAVE A NEIGHBOR THAT THIS 

HAS HAPPENED TWO TWICE AND IT'S HER -- HER BACK 

FENCE ON PARKER WAS CRASHED INTO BY INEBRIATED 

DRIVERS. SO THE PROBLEM IS NOT THE VENDORS. THEY 

ARE TRYING TO RUN A LEGITIMATE BUSINESS. I THINK THERE 

ARE GOOD PROVISIONS IN THIS ORDINANCE BUT I'M NOT 



REALLY ADDRESSING THAT. I'M ADDING THE LATE NIGHT 

PROBLEMS FOR ONE THING. YOU CAN THINK OF THIS AS 

HAVING A PROBLEM THAT HAS THREE CONSTITUENCIES. IT 

HAS THE CONSTITUENCY OF THE VENDORS TRYING TO RUN 

AN HONEST BUSINESS. IT HAS THE PROBLEM OF THE -- THE 

CUSTOMERS, WHO UNFORTUNATELY INCLUDE A CERTAIN 

PERCENTAGE OF INEBRIATED PEOPLE. THEN IT HAS THE 

CONSTITUENCY OF THE PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS 

THAT ARE AFFECTED BY THE PEOPLE WHO ARE -- WHO ARE 

GOING TO THE BARS AND GOING TO THE LATE NIGHT TACO 

STANDS. THE PROBLEM IS REALLY NOT PRIMARILY WITH THE 

VENDORS. IT'S UNFORTUNATELY A -- NOT A VERY -- NOT A 

VERY WELL CONTROLLED -- PROPORTION OF THEIR 

CONSTITUENCY, OF THE PEOPLE THAT THEY SERVE. THE 

POLICE -- WE HAVE TALKED WITH THE POLICE, WE GO TO 

THE -- WE GO GO TO THE FORUM THAT'S THE POLICE HOLD, 

WE HAVE TALKED TO THEM FOR MANY TIMES, FOR MONTHS. 

FOR YEARS. AND THEY -- THEY DO STEP UP THEIR PATROLS 

FROM TIME TO TIME, AND THERE ARE SOMETIMES IF THEY 

PATROL ENOUGH, THERE'S A -- THERE'S A DECREASE IN THE 

SPEED WITH WHICH PEOPLE ARE DRIVING AND THE NOISE 

THAT THEY ARE MAKING WITH THEIR BOOM BOXES, BUT 

THEN THE POLICE JUST LIKE THEY TELL US THEY DON'T 

HAVE ENOUGH MANPOWER TO HANDLE THE CRIME THAT'S 

GENERATED RIGHT AROUND THE TACO STANDS. THEY DON'T 

HAVE THE -- THEY DON'T HAVE THE MANPOWER TO -- TO 

POLICE PARKER, YOU KNOW, ALL NIGHT LONG. ON THE 

WEEKENDS. AND IN THE SUMMER, WHEN IT'S HOT, IT'S EVEN 

WORSE. ANOTHER PROBLEM IS THAT -- IS THAT THERE'S A 

FLASHING RED LIGHT. [BUZZER SOUNDING]  

Mayor Wynn: LIKE THAT ONE IN FRONT OF YOU RIGHT NOW. 

[LAUGHTER]  

WHAT?  

Mayor Wynn: SORRY, GO AHEAD. PLEASE CONCLUDE. YOUR 

TIME IS UP.  

EVEN WITH MY EXTRA THREE MINUTES MY TIME IS UP?  

Mayor Wynn: MARK WAS THAT SIX OR THREE? THAT WAS SIX.  



OH, WOW OKAY. WELL ANYWAY IT'S EXACERBATED BY THE 

FACT THAT THERE'S A FLASHING RED LIGHT AT PARKER AND 

WOODLAND AND IF IT'S RAINING OR -- WELL, THERE'S -- 

THERE'S SCREECHING, ADDING TO THE NOISE AND THE 

DISRUPTION THAT WAKES ME UP AND KEEPS ME UP IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IS THE FACT THAT THEY ARE DRIVING 

TOO FAST, DRIVING DRUNK, FLASHING RED LIGHT AT THE 

BOTTOM OF THE HILL, FLASH ON THEIR BRAKES, SCREECH 

THEIR TIRES, THAT'S IT. I HAVE A LOVELY HOME IN A LOVELY 

NEIGHBORHOOD, THIS IS THE WORST PART OF LIVING 

THERE.  

SAINL WHITE TO BE FOLLOWED BY MARY LOVEL, SORRY, 

TERRY, WELCOME, SAGE.  

GOOD EVENING, MY NAME IS SAGE WHITE AND -- AND -- 

INTERESTING TALKING TO PEOPLE OUTSIDE, PEOPLE WHO 

RUN THE MOBILE UNITS. I DON'T WANT TO PUT ANY OF 

THESE FOLKS OUT OF WORK. I MEAN, WE WANT SMALL 

BUSINESSES TO DO WELL, WE WANT THEM TO DO WELL. 

THEY ARE -- THERE ARE JUST SOME REAL PROBLEMS THAT 

ARE CAUSED BY SOME OF THE PATRONS OF THESE PLACES. 

MY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY ONE IN 

PARTICULAR. THAT ONE HAS CREATED A LOT OF BAD 

FEELING. THERE REALLY ARE PROBLEMS THAT ARE 

CREATED AND YOU HAVE HEARD ABOUT THOSE, I'M NOT 

GOING TO REPEAT THEM. THERE HAS TO BE A WAY THAT -- 

THAT -- THAT WE CAN TAKE CARE OF THIS, THERE HAS TO BE 

A WAY THAT PEOPLE WOULD LIVE IN THE VICINITY AND THE 

PEOPLE WHO RUN THE -- WHO RUN THE MOBILE VENDING 

UNITS CAN GET TOGETHER TO TRY TO -- TO TRY TO 

AMELIORATE THE PROBLEMS. THAT THEIR PATRONS ARE 

CAUSING. I REALLY HOPE THAT -- THAT EVEN THOUGH -- 

THAT EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE A LOT OF TASK FORCES, I 

REALLY HOPE THAT YOU DO -- THAT YOU DO APPOINT A 

TASK FORCE TO LOOK AT -- TO LOOK AT THE TASK FORCE 

PROCESSES SOMETIMES VERY HELPFUL, BECAUSE IT GETS 

PEOPLE TO TALKING. I REALLY HOPE THAT WE CAN COME TO 

SOME COMMON SOLUTION THAT PERMITS PEOPLE TO RUN A 

BUSINESS, MAKE A LIVING, PERMITS NEIGHBORS TO ENJOY 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD. SO -- SO THE ORDINANCE AS BEFORE 

YOU REALLY DOESN'T SOLVE ANY OF THOSE PROBLEMS. 

BUT -- I SEE THAT THERE CAN BE A RESOLUTION. THANK 



YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. WHITE. OUR NEXT SPEAKER IS 

MARY LOMERLL, SORRY IF I'M MISPRONOUNCING THAT, 

FOLLOWED BY TERRY.  

IT'S NOT CORRECT, IT'S LOVELL. I'M REALLY IN FAVOR OF 

Y'ALL MAKING A -- AN ORDINANCE WHICH IS AT LEAST AS 

STRONG AS ONE IN SAN ANTONIO. BECAUSE YOU ARE 

MAKING A BAD SITUATION. YOU ARE PUTTING THE PEOPLE 

WHERE THEY ARE GOING TO BE CAUSING THE MOST 

PROBLEMS. BY NOT -- BY NOT RESTRICTING HOURS AND -- 

AND LOCATIONS. TERRY BONDS -- TERRY FRANS WISHING 

TO SPEAK, TERRY [INDISCERNIBLE] ALSO IN OPPOSITION. 

DON SIZMAR, WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADDRESS US? IF I CALL 

YOUR NAME, PLEASE SPEAK. IS HELEN HERE? JUST 

CONFIRMING THAT YOU ARE HERE. WELCOME.  

THANK YOU. GOOD EVENING. MY NAME IS DAWN SIZMAR. I'M 

GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ABOUT THIS 

ISSUE. IT'S DIFFICULT. SO I THINK THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION. I'M VERY GRATEFUL, I MUST SAY, TO THE CITY 

THAT THEY ARE FINALLY CONSIDERING AN ORDINANCE TO 

REGULATE MOBILE FOOD VENDORS WHO HAVE BEEN 

OPERATING BY THEIR OWN CHOICE AND WITHOUT -- 

WITHOUT ADEQUATE PERMISSIONS. TO DO SO. HOWEVER, I 

WOULD URGE YOU TO -- TO ALLOW THE TASK FORCE THAT'S 

BEEN RECOMMENDED TO CONSIDER MORE OF THE DETAILS 

THAN ARE BEING PRESENTED. IT'S MY OBSERVATION FROM -

- FROM TALKING TO CITY STAFF AND AT THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION AND -- AND THROUGH WHAT'S GOING ON WITH 

THE COUNCIL THAT -- THAT THIS IS BEING RUSHED THROUGH 

-- THIS ORDINANCE IS BEING RUSHED THROUGH, THERE 

ISN'T AN EMERGENCY. AFTER ALL THESE -- THESE 

BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN OPERATING KNOWINGLY 

OPERATING ILLEGALLY AND THESE PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN 

GOING ON FOR A LONG TIME. NO ONE IS TRYING TO PUT 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS OUT OF BUSINESS, I'M NOT AGAINST 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS. I AM, HOWEVER, A LONG-TIME 

HOMEOWNER AND A RESIDENT OF A CENTRAL CITY 

NEIGHBORHOOD THAT HAS BEEN PLAGUED BY THE 

PROBLEMS THAT COME FROM THESE TYPE OF BUSINESSES 

IN THE LATE NIGHT ACTIVITIES THAT GO ON. I HAVE SEEN 



FIRSTHAND AND EXPERIENCED THE PROBLEMS EVEN INTO 

MY OWN HOME WHERE THEY COME FROM THE 

UNREGULATED BUSINESS. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK -- TO TAKE 

IT OFF OF THE EMOTIONAL AND DRAMATIC APPEALS THAT 

HAVE BEEN MADE. I WOULD LIKE TO PUT IT INTO MORE OF A 

PRACTICAL CONTEXT. HOW FAIR IS IT TO REQUIRE 

LEGITIMATE RESTAURANTS AT MIXED LOCATIONS TO HAVE 

TO HAVE PERMITS AND PAY FEES AND HAVE REGULAR 

INSPECTIONS WHEN THAT IS NOT FEASIBLE OR REQUIRED 

FOR -- FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS TO SET UP A BUSINESS? 

AND -- AND MOVE ON TO A PROPERTY THAT IS -- THAT IS 

LICENSED AND PAYING TAXES FOR SOME OTHER USE? SO 

WE HAVE THE ISSUE OF A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT THAT'S 

BEING GIVEN FOR A PERMANENT MOBILE FOOD VENDING 

UNIT THAT DOESN'T HAVE TO MOVE ANYMORE. THAT'S ONE 

THING THAT'S NOT IN THE ORDINANCE AND THERE'S A 

NUMBER OF THINGS THAT AREN'T IN THE ORDINANCE. 

THERE'S SOME GOOD THINGS IN THIS DRAFT ORDINANCE 

AND I WOULD REALLY LIKE YOU AS OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS, 

WE CAN ONLY COUNT ON APPOINTED COMMISSIONERS AND 

WHATEVER SO FAR, BUT YOU ARE ELECTED TO -- TO 

SUPPORT THE ENTIRE CITY AND THIS IS A CITY-WIDE 

ORDINANCE. SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES AND CONFUSION 

MAY HAVE COME FROM THE FACT THAT THERE WAS A 

ROUND OF CITATIONS ISSUED TO A MOBILE FOOD VENDORS, 

MULTIPLE MOBILE FOOD VENDORS THAT HAVE BEEN 

OPERATING FOR MANY YEARS UNREGULATED IN THE 

RIVERSIDE AREA AND THERE IS EXTREMELY HIGH CRIME 

AREA. THIS PILOT PROGRAM WAS DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY 

TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF HIGH CRIME ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE EXISTENCE OF A LATE NIGHT VENDORS, THIS IS TWO, 

THREE, FOUR IN THE MORNING, THEN PEOPLE DO NOT 

NECESSARILY DISPERSE AFTER WHAT MIGHT BE SOME 

OFFICIAL CLOSING TIME. IT WAS CAREFULLY PLANNED, 

COORDINATED EFFORT WITH THE POLICE AND OTHER CITY 

OFFICIALS TO TRY TO REDUCE CRIME. THAT'S WHAT THEY 

WERE AFTER. THEY WEREN'T AFTER MOBILE FOOD 

VENDORS. THEY HAD THE -- THE APPROVAL OF CITY LEGAL 

AND -- AND A CERTAIN -- A LARGE AMOUNT OF -- OF -- OF 

OVERTIME AND EXTRA EFFORT, PEOPLE WORKED LONG 

DAYS IN THIS TYPE OF OPERATION JUST TO -- JUST TO TRY 

TO IDENTIFY SOME OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT PROBLEMS 



AND THIS WASN'T THE ONLY CODE ENFORCEMENT ISSUE 

THEY WENT AFTER. THEY ARE AFTER HIGH CRIME. AND I 

WOULD LIKE YOU TO -- TO HELP SUPPORT THE POLICE, 

SUPPORT CODE ENFORCEMENT, YOU HAVE HEARD MANY 

TIMES FROM MANY PEOPLE THE NEED FOR MORE CODE 

ENFORCEMENT AND WE THANK THE CITY MANAGER AND -- 

AND THE BUDGET TO ALLOW MORE CODE ENFORCERS. BUT 

IT'S NOT ENOUGH. I HAVE TALKED WITH CODE 

ENFORCEMENT. I HAVE TALKED WITH THE HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT. THERE'S SOME CONFUSION, SOME OF THE 

THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID REALLY NEED TO BE 

CLARIFIED BY A TASK FORCE THAT WILL -- THAT WILL DEAL 

WITH SOME OF THESE ISSUES. I HAVE -- I HAVE A NUMBER 

OF FACTS THAT I WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. 

ONE ITEM THAT I JUST MIGHT MENTION IS THAT THE 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE IS ABOUT MOBILE FOOD UNITS 

[INDISCERNIBLE] DOESN'T MENTION THE OPENERS OF THE 

PROPERTY WHO ALLOW THEM TO OPERATE. THE PROPERTY 

OWNER CANNOT GIVE PERMISSION FOR AN ILLEGAL USE, 

THEY ARE LIABLE IF ANYTHING HAPPENS ON THEIR 

PROPERTY EVEN IF THEY ARE NOT THERE AND THEIR 

BUSINESS IS CLOSED. SO THE TAXES AND THE FEES AND 

THE REVENUES THAT THE CITY MIGHT GET FROM A 

LEGITIMATE BUSINESS IS BEING LOST BECAUSE THE FEES 

ARE SO VERY LOW TO OPEN A MOBILE FOOD VENDING UNIT. 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS THAT ARE -- THAT ARE 

ASSOCIATED WITH THIS AND WE -- THERE'S A NOTION OF 

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY TENDS TO CREATE ONCE ONE STARTS, 

THERE'S ANOTHER ONE, THERE'S ANOTHER ONE, THAT'S 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED. BECAUSE OF A LACK OF 

ENFORCEMENT. OTHER CITIES, ANOTHER MUNICIPALITIES 

HAVE DEALT WITH THIS PROBLEM IN DIFFERENT WAYS. IN 

TEXAS THERE HAVE BEEN, THERE ARE MUNICIPALITIES 

WHICH RESTRICT THEM ENTIRELY. THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED 

TO BE THERE. THERE ARE OTHERS LIKE HOUSTON THAT 

ALLOWS THEM TO BE THERE, BUT THEY MUST CLOSE AT A 

REASONABLE HOUR AND MANY VENDORS CAME HERE IN 

RECENT YEARS BECAUSE OTHER CITIES WHERE THEY 

OPERATED DID NOT PASS RULES TO -- TO LIMIT THEIR USE 

AND THEY CAME TO AUSTIN WHERE THERE WAS LITTLE OR 

NO REGULATION. THERE -- THE MOBILE FOOD VENDORS ON 

RIVERSIDE, THEY ARE ALL OVER THE CITY. THIS IS A CITY-



WIDE PROBLEM. SOME -- I'M REALLY GLAD TO SEE THAT THE 

ENFORCEMENT WORKS BECAUSE WHEN PEOPLE CAME UP 

HERE, THEY SAID NOW WE HAVE PERMITS. WELL, THEY HAVE 

LICENSES, THEIR UNITS HAVE LICENSES BUT THEY AREN'T 

PERMITS TO OPERATE. [BUZZER SOUNDING] I JUST ASK YOU 

TO -- THERE ARE NO RESTROOMS REQUIRED UNDER THE 

LAW. THE ORDINANCE PROPOSED. AND THAT IS A SERIOUS 

PROBLEM. FROM PUBLIC HEALTH STANDARDS, THERE'S A 

GREAT DEAL OF CRIME ASSOCIATED WITH IT. IT HAS BEEN 

DOCUMENTED ASSOCIATED WITH THE EXISTENCE OF THE 

LATE NIGHT. WE ASK THE TASK FORCE TO LOOK AT THAT 

AND TO HAVE REASONABLE HOURS AND -- AND NOT BLEED 

INTO THE NEIGHBORHOODS AT THIS POINT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. ALSO, AGAIN ASK YOU TO CLARIFY, 

YOU ARE IN OPPOSITION TO THE --  

I'M IN OPPOSITION TO QUICK PASSING OF THE ORDINANCE 

AS IT STANDS. I WANT AN ORDINANCE, OH, YES, I WILL BE 

GLAD TO HELP GIVE MY INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE TO 

ANYONE WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED. YES.  

Mayor Wynn: ESSENTIALLY, THIS IS THE STRONG ENOUGH, 

HAS HOLES IN IT.  

IT HAS A FEW HOLES IN IT, THE IDEA OF AN INTERIM 

ALLOWING THEM TO OPERATE STATUS QUO DEFEATS THE 

PURPOSE OF HAVING GIVEN ALL OF THOSE CITATIONS.  

Alvarez: I AM CURIOUS OF THE BASIS FOR YOUR CLAIM THAT 

PEOPLE OR BUSINESS OWNERS THAT WERE REGULATED IN 

OTHER CITIES MOVED TO AUSTIN BECAUSE OF 

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

YES, I HAVE HEARD THAT FROM SEVERAL ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICIALS THAT WORK FOR THE CITY. AND THEY KNOW, 

THEY KNOW NAMES OF -- OF -- THIS HAS BEEN GOING ON 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS IN HI NEIGHBORHOOD AND MANY 

PEOPLE HAVE ASKED HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN? AREN'T 

THEY REGULATED? AND THE -- THE ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN VERY FRUSTRATED BECAUSE THERE 

WERE MORE RULES IN PLACE AND THEN THOSE WERE 

RELAXED OR NULLIFIED AND THE CITY OF AUSTIN DID NOT 



COME FORWARD TO HAVE ITS OWN ORDINANCE. BUT MANY 

OTHER MUNICIPALITIES DID. AND SO PEOPLE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE.  

OKAY. THANK YOU.  

BUT I DON'T KNOW PERSONALLY THAT ANY OF THE 

VENDORS WHO SPOKE TONIGHT WERE LIKE THAT, I WOULD 

LIKE TO BELIEVE THEM. WE HAVE A VERY DIVERSE 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND WE WELCOME DIVERSITY IN BUSINESS. 

WE JUST -- JUST SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE ABOUT 

THE PROBLEMS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. NEXT SPEAKER IS JAMES HOLLAND. 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. ANDREW 

MARTIN SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK NEUTRAL. I WANT TO 

HEAR THIS.  

MAYOR, I'M NOT NEUTRAL. MY NAME IS ANDREW MARTIN. I 

REPRESENT SOME LANDOWNERS WHO LEASE SPACES FOR 

MOBILE VENDORS TO OPERATE. BUSINESS OWNERS OF 

VENDING ING OPERATIONS. I HAVE LISTENED TO THE 

CONCERNS TONIGHT BY THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE EAST 

RIVERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD. I THINK WE HAVE SOME 

CONFUSION HERE BETWEEN CAUSE AND EFFECT. NOBODY 

DEBTS DRUNK FROM EATING A -- NOBODY GETS DRUNK 

FROM EATING A TACO. NONE OF THE MOBILE VENDORS SELL 

ALCOHOL. SO TO THE EXTENT THAT THERE ARE CONCERNS 

BASED ON PEOPLE WHO ARE INTOXICATED, THEN I THINK WE 

NEED TO FOCUS IN ON ADDRESSING THOSE CONCERNS AND 

IT IS NOT A MATTER OF OPERATION OF MOBILE VENDING 

ESTABLISHMENTS. THE REASON I SIGNED UP AS NEUTRAL 

ON THIS IS BECAUSE I WASN'T REAL SURE HOW TO EXPRESS 

THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION, 

GREG WENT OVER THAT VERY THOROUGHLY WITH YOU. BUT 

WHAT HE DIDN'T TELL YOU WAS THE EXPLANATION BEHIND 

THE EMOTION. THE MOTION -- THE PRIMARY REASON FOR 

THE DISTANT REQUIREMENT BEING REMOVED, 

COMMISSIONER GALINDO WAS THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO 

CAUSE THE IMMEDIATE CESSATION OF MOBILE VENDOR 

OPERATIONS AT THIS POINT. THAT'S WHY HE IN HIS MOTION 

REMOVED THE 200-FOOT PROHIBITION AGAINST OPERATING 

WITHIN 200 FEET OF A RESIDENCE. BUT THERE ARE A 



NUMBER OF OTHER PROVISIONS IN HERE THAT COULD HAVE 

THAT VERY SAME EFFECT. FOR THAT REASON WE DON'T 

SUPPORT, MY CLIENTS DON'T SUPPORT THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION AS IT'S 

FORWARDED TO YOU, BUT CAN AND DO SUPPORT IT WITH 

SOME CHANGES THAT PROVIDE REASONABLE INTERIM 

REGULATIONS BUT PERMIT MOBILE VENDORS TO CONTINUE 

THEIR OPERATIONS. REMOVING THE PROHIBITION AGAINST 

PROVIDING -- REQUIRING PARKING SPACES IS SOMETHING 

THAT COULD WELL PUT MANY OF THE CURRENT VENDORS 

OUT OF BUSINESS AT THEIR CURRENT OPERATIONS. THE 

DISPERSIAN REQUIREMENT IS THAT THEY CAN'T HAVE TWO 

MORE THAN 300-FOOT, MAY CAUSE PEOPLE TO HAVE TO 

MOVE FROM WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN OPERATING. THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT YOU CAN'T HAVE OUTDOOR SEATING IS 

GOING TO AFFECT SOME OF THOSE FOLKS WHO CURRENTLY 

HAVE OUTDOOR SEATING. SO WHILE YOU CONSIDER, WHILE 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION OR WHOEVER YOU DECIDE IS 

APPROPRIATE CONSIDERS WHAT -- WHAT WOULD BE 

APPROPRIATE BUFFERING REGULATIONS FOR -- FOR MOBILE 

VENDING OPERATIONS IN AUSTIN, LET THE MOBILE 

VENDORS CONTINUE TO OPERATE AS THEY HAVE BEEN. AND 

-- AND DON'T PUT THESE FOLKS OUT OF BUSINESS. AS YOU 

HAVE HEARD BEFORE, THEY PAY TAXES, THEY PROVIDE A 

SERVICE THAT IS CUSTOMER SUPPORT OR THEY WOULDN'T 

BE DOING IT AND THIS IS HOW THEY PUT -- THEY PAY THEIR 

RENT AND PUT FOOD ON THE TABLE FOR THEIR FAMILIES. 

SO -- [BUZZER SOUNDING] I WOULD ASK THAT YOU DO AND 

SLIGHT REVISION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: SO MR. MARTIN, A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS 

THEN. [ APPLAUSE ] SO YOUR CLIENT OR CLIENTS ARE 

ESSENTIALLY THE PROPERTY OWNERS -- [MULTIPLE VOICES]  

JUAREZ WHO OWNS THE AL PASTOR RESTAURANT AND HAD 

THE AL PASTOR VENDING OPERATION IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

RIVER HILLS SHOPPING CENTER FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS. 

THEY ALSO HAVE SIX MORE TRUCKS THAT OPERATE AT 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE CITY.  

Mayor Wynn: AND I HAVE SEEN THAT VENDOR. THAT 



LOCATION IS THAT WITHIN 200 FEET OF A RESIDENTIAL USE?  

YES, SIR, ACTUALLY IT WOULD BE. WELL, THERE IS AN 

APARTMENT BUILDING IMMEDIATELY BEHIND THE -- THE 

STRIP CENTER. AND I THINK IT MAY WELL BE CLOSE TO 200 

FEET.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. THANK YOU, MR. MARTIN, QUESTIONS OF 

MR. MARTIN? COUNCIL, ANYBODY ELSE? COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLY?  

Dunkerly: ARE WE READY FOR OUR DELIBERATIONS, STILL 

QUESTIONING THE EX-CITY ATTORNEY?  

Mayor Wynn: STILL QUESTIONING MR. MARTIN WHO SIGNED 

UP NEUTRAL. LET ME JUST --  

ONCE I TOUCHED THE BUTTON, I DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO 

CHANGE IT.  

Mayor Wynn: TECHNICALLY, MR. MARTIN THE LAST SIGNED UP 

SPEAKER. ANYBODY ELSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS 

US, OTHERWISE I WILL READ INTO THE RECORD FOLKS NOT 

WISHING TO SPEAK, KARL BRAWN AND SAM MARTIN IN 

OPPOSITION, HERE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS IF WE HAVE 

ANY. FOLLOWING FOLKS SIGNED, GLENDA WATT CONTINUES, 

NOT WISHING TO SPEAK IN FAVOR. FOLLOWING FOLKS 

SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK ALSO IN OPPOSITION. 

BOBBY RIGBY, SARAH STRAPMAN, INDICATE TRAVIS, 

JENNIFER BURGER, GERARD CREATINE, THERESA GRIFFIN, 

SARAH CAMPBELL, KIM LANDLOTTI, MARY HOPKINS, CYNTHIA 

SHIBER, DAVID [INDISCERNIBLE], ... VALERIE FREED MAN, 

MARGARET CARSON, BARBARA COSSE, GALE GOT AND 

LINDA LAND NOT WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. YES, 

MA'AM?  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

Mayor Wynn: WE UNDERSTAND THE FOLKS WHO ARE ALL 

NEIGHBORS, BEING SHOWN IN OPPOSITION, MY 

UNDERSTANDING IS THAT I ASKED MS. SIZMAR TO HELP ME 

IN OPPOSITION TO THE CURRENT PROPOSITION, THE 

CURRENT PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION IN 



PART BECAUSE WE HAVE GOTTEN SOME TESTIMONY THAT 

MANY PEOPLE THINK THE RULES FRANKLY AREN'T FIRM 

ENOUGH. SO I THINK THAT WE UNDERSTAND THAT. BUT IT IS 

COMPLICATED AND NOW OPENING IT UP FOR COUNCIL 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS. COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY?  

I WOULD LIKE TO -- TO MAKE A FEW COMMENTS ABOUT THE 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AND WHAT I WOULD SEE -- LIKE TO 

SEE IN THE INTERIM ORDINANCE AND THEN CERTAINLY IN 

THE FINAL ORDINANCE. I THINK ONE OF THE REASONS THAT 

WE'VE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY, PROBABLY THE MAJOR 

REASON THAT THERE REALLY AREN'T ANY RULES THAT 

GOVERN THE OPERATIONS AS FAR AS I CAN TELL OF THE 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS AND THERE ARE SOME 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

PROPOSAL I THINK THAT -- THAT VERY SIMPLY WOULD BEGIN 

TO DO THAT. FOR EXAMPLE, THE REQUIRING THAT THEY 

KEEP THE PREMISE MS. CLEAN, HAVE TRASH CONTAINERS, 

DISPLAY THEIR PERMITS IN A WAY THAT'S CERTAINLY 

VISIBLE. BUT ONE THING THAT'S MISSING IS SOMETHING I 

WOULD LIKE TO ADD, THAT IS TO RESTRICT THE -- THE 

ZONING CATEGORIES WHERE WE CAN HAVE MOBILE FOOD 

VENDORS. RESTRICT THEM NOT ALLOW THEM IN ANY 

RESIDENTIAL OR OFFICE ZONING, THAT'S KNOW, LO, GO. [ 

APPLAUSE ] AND SO THEY WOULD -- IT WOULD BE 

RESTRICTED TO THE COMMERCIAL, THE OTHER 

COMMERCIAL ZONING CATEGORY. SO I THINK THAT'S 

SOMETHING ESSENTIAL THAT WE NEED TO ADD, CONSIDER 

ADDING TONIGHT. SECONDLY, I, TOO, DON'T WANT TO 

DISTURB THESE BUSINESSES WHILE WE ARE WORKING ON 

THE INTERIM ORDINANCES, EXCEPT TO MAKE THEM COMPLY 

WITH THE -- WITH THESE RULES I THINK THAT ANY NORMAL 

BUSINESS WANT TO COMPLY WITH, WHICH I AM ASSURED 

THAT THEY DO WANT TO COMPLY WITH. BUT IT'S -- I THINK 

MY MAIN CONCERN IS TRYING TO DETERMINE THE 

PROXIMITY AND THE RULES RELATED TO THE PROXIMITY OF 

-- TO NEIGHBORHOODS. I DON'T THINK ONE SIZE FITS ALL IN 

THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. BECAUSE I THINK THAT YOU HAVE 

TO CONSIDER THE PHYSICAL LOCATION. THERE ARE 

SOMETIMES WHERE YOU MAY HAVE A MOBILE FOOD 

VENDOR, AND A LOCATION WITH A STRIP CENTER BEHIND 

THEM AND THEN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. SO YOU HAVE GOT A 



BUFFER OF A WHOLE STRIP CENTER THERE BEFORE YOU 

GET TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. AND YOU KNOW AT 200, 300, 

100, WHATEVER FOOT DISTANCE THERE, I THINK THAT 

NEEDS TO BE CONSIDERED, WHERE IN ANOTHER LOCATION 

YOU HAVE AN UNIMPEDED ACCESS TO THAT 

NEIGHBORHOOD OR VIEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, YOU 

MAY WANT A LITTLE BIT STRONGER RESTRICTIONS THERE. 

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IS TO -- IS TO CONSIDER MAKING 

SOME CHANGES, SOME DELETIONS FROM THIS ORDINANCE 

AND ADDING THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE ZONING 

CATEGORIES, THEN INSTEAD OF FORMING A TASK FORCE, I 

WOULD LIKE TO -- TO REFER THIS BACK TO THE -- TO THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION AND HAVE THEM GET WHATEVER 

RESOURCES THEY NEED, EITHER A COMMITTEE FROM THE 

COMMUNITY OR YOUR SUBCOMMITTEE OR WHAT HAVE YOU, 

AND LOOK AT THE ISSUE OF -- OF THE DISTANCE IN 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE PHYSICAL LOCATION OF THE SITE. 

AND THEN COME BACK TO US IN 90 DAYS WITH SOME 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR US TO CONSIDER. BUT WHEN I SEE 

500 FEET OR 300 FEET, TO ME THAT'S NOT A WAY TO 

APPROACH THIS. BECAUSE I DO THINK THESE VENDOR 

PROVIDE A SERVICE, WE NEED TO FIND A WAY THEY CAN 

OPERATE AS A BUSINESS AND NOT IMPACT THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD DIRECTLY, SO I DO THINK THAT YOU HAVE 

TO HAVE SOME CAREFUL THOUGHT ABOUT -- ABOUT HOW 

TO -- HOW TO -- TO STRUCTURE THOSE GUIDELINES. SO 

THOSE ARE THE MAIN THINGS THAT I WOULD LIKE TO SEE 

ADDED. THE -- THE PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN ZONING 

CATEGORIES, AND THEN THE ELIMINATION OF SOME THINGS 

WE WILL TALK ABOUT LATER AND THEN REFERRAL BACK TO 

GET SOME GOOD STRONG RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

DISTANCE.  

THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER, QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, MR. 

GUERNSEY, SOME THOUGHTS?  

I'M JUST KEEPING UP WITH YOU.  

THANK YOU. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ENFORCEMENT 

PEOPLE THAT THERE'S CLAIM MOBILE FOOD VENDORS 

MOVING FROM OTHER CITIES HERE BECAUSE THE RULES 



ARE TOO STRINGENT IN ANOTHER CITIES. GOOD EVENING, 

I'M MATTHEW CHRISTIANSON, THE ASSISTANT DIVISION 

MANAGER OF THE SOLID WASTE CODE ENFORCEMENT, IN 

REGARDS TO THAT, I WOULDN'T KNOW FROM OUR 

DEPARTMENT. THAT IS NOT INFORMATION THAT WE AS CODE 

ENFORCEMENT WITH SOLID WASTE SERVICES GAVE OUT. 

THERE ARE OTHER AUTHORITIES, THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, 

THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO DO -- THAT DO REGULATE THE 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS, BUT AS FAR AS FROM OUR 

DIVISION, I WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO ANSWER THAT.  

Alvarez: OKAY, THANK YOU.  

THEN IF THERE'S ANYBODY HERE ALSO FROM A.P.D. WHO 

CAN SPEAK TO THE ISSUE OF WHETHER IT APPEARS THAT 

WE HAVE MEMBERS OF A.P.D. ARGUING THAT THESE TACO 

STANDS ARE CAUSING CRIME, IS THERE SOMEONE FROM 

A.P.D. HERE WHO CAN THIRD TO THAT ISSUE? OR IS THAT 

THE DEPARTMENT'S OFFICIAL POSITION AND IF SO WHAT'S 

THE BASIS FOR THAT? FOR THAT CLAIM THAT THESE 

BUSINESSES ARE -- ARE THE CAUSE OF THE CRIMES ARE 

THE ISSUES THAT FOLKS ARE BRINGING TO OUR ATTENTION 

AND THE CONTEXT OF -- OF THIS LAND USE CASE?  

CHIEF?  

YES.  

COUNCILMEMBER, I SAT DOWN WITH -- WITH A.P.D. AND 

DISCUSSED THE ISSUE OF CRIME IN THE AREA, IT IS 

ACCURATE THAT THE 78748 ZIP CODE HAS CHALLENGES 

REGARDING NIGHT CRIME. HOWEVER, WHEN WE REVIEWED 

ENFORCEMENT AND LOOKED AT THE STATISTICS, IN THE 

LAST YEAR PARTICULARLY SINCE CODE ENFORCEMENT AND 

A.P.D. BEGAN TO WORK ON ENFORCEMENT WITH THE 

VENDORS, WE DID NOT SEE ANY STATISTICAL DIFFERENCE 

WHERE ANYTHING THAT ATTRIBUTES HIGHER CRIME RATE 

TO THE MOBILE FOOD VENDORS. BUT AGAIN THERE ARE 

CHALLENGES IN THAT AREA CERTAINLY. BUT THERE WAS 

NOTHING THAT WAS DISCUSSED WITH ME THAT LED ME TO 

LEAVE THAT THE MOBILE VENDORS WERE ATTRIBUTABLING 

TO THE PROBLEM. ATTRIBUTING TO THE PROBLEM.  



Alvarez: THANK YOU, CHIEF. NAIRZ  

Mayor Wynn: MA'AM COME FORWARD, A COUNCIL OR TWO -- 

SOUNDS LIKE YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH COMMANDER 

FORUMS, PERHAPS. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS]WITH REGARD TO WHAT I TALKEDABOUT, 

SHARED WITH YOU, THAT IS THE PEOPLE WHO DRIVE TOO 

FAST AND TOO DRUNK, BETWEEN EAST OF OLTORF GOING 

TOWARD RIVERSIDE, THIS IS A PROBLEM AND A 

PHENOMENON WELL KNOWN TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

AND WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING IT THROUGH THE 

COMMANDER FORUMS AND THROUGH -- THROUGH 

CONTACTS WITH OUR -- WITH OUR REPRESENTATIVES TO 

THE SOUTH RIVER CITY CITIZENS ASSOCIATION FOR YEARS. 

THREE, FOUR, FIVE YEARS, I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY YEARS 

IT'S BEEN, BUT IT'S BEEN A LONG NUMBER OF YEARS. AND 

THEY OPEN -- THEY ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE WITH US 

THAT IT'S A PROBLEM. THAT THERE'S -- YOU KNOW, TOO 

MANY PEOPLE DRIVING TOO FAST, TOO RECKLESSLY, 

DRUNK, THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN PARKER TOWARDS 

RIVERSIDE TOWARD THE BARS, THE -- THE VENDORS ARE 

JUST -- JUST PART OF THE PROBLEM. IT JUST ENCOURAGES 

THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE DRUNK TO HANG AROUND THAT 

MUCH LONGER THAT MUCH LATER. THE BARS ARE CLOSING 

AT THREE, THEY ARE EATING POSSIBLY UNTIL 4:00, GETTING 

INTO THEIR CARS, MAYBE WE CAN FORM AN ALLIANCE WITH 

THE VENDORS, THEY COULD HELP SPOT THE DRUNKEST 

CUSTOMERS, FEED THEM A LOT OF TACOS, ASK THEM TO SIT 

UNTIL THEY ARE NOT QUITE SO DRUNK BEFORE THEY GET 

INTO THEIR CARS. START DRIVING HOME. BUT IF THIS IS 

PHENOMENON IT'S WELL KNOWN TO THE POLICE. BUT THIS 

IS A PHENOMENON WELL KNOWN TO THE POLICE. PERIODIC 

TIMES WHEN THEY WILL GET PERMISSION TO -- TO 

CONCENTRATE ON MONITORING THE TRAFFIC ALONG 

PARKER, AND IT WILL IMPROVE AND THEN THE -- YOU KNOW, 

THEY DON'T. I MEAN, THEY HAVE -- THEY HAVE TO GET 

PERMISSION ABOUT WHERE THEY PUT THEIR PRIORITIES. 

AND IT ISN'T OFTEN THAT THEY GET PERMISSION TO -- TO 

MAKE THIS A PRIORITY OF THEIRS, TO MONITOR THE 

TRAFFIC IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT ON WEEKENDS 

ALONG PARKER. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS]  



Alvarez: I UNDERSTAND AND I SUPPORT US LOOKING AT THIS 

IN TERMS OF A LAND USE CONTEXT, BUT FROM AN ISSUE OF 

COMPATIBILITY, AND I BELIEVE THAT THE COUNCIL'S 

ALREADY ARTICULATED SOME ISSUES THAT IT WANTS TO 

INCORPORATE. STAFF HAS MADE A LOT OF 

RECOMMENDATIONS, SO HAS PLANNING COMMISSION. THE 

ASSOCIATION VENDORS HAS ALSO AGREED TO A LOT OF 

THESE STIPULATIONS, SO I THINK THERE WE'RE GETTING 

GOOD FAITH TO TRY TO COME UP WITH REGULATIONS THAT 

ARE REASONABLE AND THEY'VE SAID WE NEED 

REASONABLE REGULATIONS AND WE'LL COMPLY WITH 

THOSE REGULATIONS. BUT I CHALLENGE THE CLAIM THAT 

THEY'VE BEEN OPERATING ILLEGALLY MYSELF. THE CITY 

HAS BEEN GIVING THEM PERMITS, AND THEY'VE BEEN 

ALLOWED TO SELL, AND IT'S BEEN A VERY RECENT 

DETERMINATION THAT SOMEHOW HAVE LED TO THIS 

PERCEPTION THAT THEY HAVE BEEN OPERATING ILLEGALLY. 

I THINK SOMEONE USED THE WORD IN AN UNREGULATED 

FASHION. AND I WOULD SAY AN UNREGULATED FASHION 

WITH REGARD TO LAND USE POSSIBLY, BUT I WOULD NOT 

SAY ILLEGAL MYSELF. AND I THINK THAT AGAIN THAT THERE 

ARE SOME THINGS I WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE IN WHAT'S 

PROPOSED AND PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 

CONTINUED DIALOGUE ON THIS ISSUE BECAUSE THERE IS A 

LOT OF INTEREST, BUT I ALSO THINK IT'S IMPORTANT FOR US 

TO BE FAIR FOR EVERYBODY INVOLVED BECAUSE A TWO-

300-FOOT BUFFER, MUCH LESS A 500-FOOT BUFFER IS 

ACTUALLY GOING TO PROBABLY THERE LEAD TO ONLY BE 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS TO RIVERSIDE DRIVE IN THE WHOLE 

CITY. HOW MANY -- I MEAN, NONE ON LAMAR, NONE ON 

BURNET, NONE ON SOUTH FIRST, NONE ON SOUTH 

CONGRESS. MANY STREETS IN EAST AUSTIN AS WELL. IF 

YOU'RE LOOKING AT THAT BIG OF A BUFFER, THEN 

ESSENTIALLY YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT NOT ALLOWING 

THESE AND THEY WILL ONLY BE ALLOWED IN THIS VERY 

LARGE STRIP CENTER OPERATIONS. SO I DON'T BELIEVE 

THAT THAT'S NECESSARILY THE BEST APPROACH. I THINK 

BUFFERING IS KEY HERE, BUT MAYBE THERE'S A WAY TO 

COME UP WITH A PROPOSAL ON BUFFERING THAT 

ADDRESSES SOME OF THESE ISSUES OF TIMING OR OF -- 

WHETHER YOU HAVE OUTDOOR SEATING AND THOSE KIND 

OF ISSUES WHERE OBVIOUSLY THE FURTHER YOU ARE 



FROM A RESIDENTIAL USE OR AREA, THEN THE LESS -- 

THOSE ARE ISSUES, HOW LATE THEY'RE OPEN, AND 

WHETHER THEY HAVE OUTDOOR SEATING OR NOT. THE 

FURTHER AWAY, THE NOISE, THE LIGHTING, THE LESS OF AN 

IMPACT ON ESTABLISHED NEIGHBORHOODS. SOD I SEE A 

LOT OF PEOPLE SHAKING THEIR HEADS, BUT IF SOMEONE 

COULD EXPLAIN TO ME THAT A BUSINESS THAT'S 500 FEET 

AWAY, A WHOLE CITY BLOCK FROM A RESIDENTIAL AREA, IS 

STILL GOING TO HAVE AN EFFECT IN TERMS OF LIGHTING OR 

NOISE. I THINK THAT'S WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HERE. 

THESE ARE SOME OF THE IDEAS I'VE HEARD IS LET'S USE 

500-FOOT AS A BUFFER, AND THAT MEANS THERE WON'T BE 

ANY OF THESE ALLOWED AT ALL IN THE CITY. BUT SECOND 

OF ALL, IF YOU'RE THAT FAR AWAY, IS THERE REALLY A 

NEED FOR ALL THESE 15 OR 20 SET -- SET OF 15 OR 20 

REGULATIONS THAT ARE ALREADY IN -- PROPOSED TO BE IN 

THE ORDINANCE? SO THAT'S WHERE I THINK THERE'S A WAY 

TO SAY, WELL, THE CLOSER YOU ARE TO A RESIDENTIAL 

AREA, THEN THE MORE REGULATION THERE'S GOING TO BE. 

AND I THINK THAT'S THE WAY TO APPROACH IT, NOT, LIKE 

SOMEBODY WAS SAYING, ONE SIZE FITS ALL SORT OF 

APPROACH BECAUSE I THINK WE ARE GOING TO HARM A LOT 

OF BUSINESS OWNERS. I DON'T KNOW HOW BIG OF AN ISSUE 

THIS ISSUE IS IN ANOTHER -- IN OTHER PARTS OF TOWN, 

BUT, AGAIN, MAYBE THERE'S A WAY TO SAY THERE'S A 

PARTICULAR CONCERN IN THE RIVERSIDE, OLTORF AREA, 

THEN MAYBE THERE'S A WAY TO SAY LET'S HAVE SOME 

SPECIFIC REGULATIONS IN THIS AREA BECAUSE OF THE 

UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES. BUT AGAIN, IF WE START TALKING 

ABOUT TRYING TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE IN THIS PART OF 

TOWN, THEN YOU'RE ALSO HAVING AN IMPACT ON A MUCH 

BROADER SCALE. SO I THINK THE DIALOGUE NEEDS TO 

CONTINUE. I THINK WE NEED TO PUT SOMETHING IN PLACE 

TODAY BECAUSE OUR LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE DOESN'T 

HAVE NECESSARILY -- DOESN'T SPEAK TO THIS ISSUE, SO 

GET SOMETHING IN PLACE AND THEN CONTINUE OUR WORK 

ON DEVELOPING FURTHER RESTRICTIONS THROUGH SOME 

KIND OF PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS. THANK YOU, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: I EMPATHIZE WITH THE SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS, THE 



ONES WHO RUN THE TACO STANDS. AND THIS IS THEIR 

LIVELIHOOD. THIS IS HOW THEY SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES 

AND THIS IS NOT EASY WORK AND IT'S ALSO A SERVICE THAT 

THEY PROVIDE TO THE COMMUNITY AS A SMALL BUSINESS. 

AND ALSO FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THE BUSINESSES IN 

THE AREA AS WELL WHO USE THESE VENDORS FOR A QUICK 

MEAL OR WHATEVER IT IS FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES. BUT I 

ALSO EMPATHIZE WITH THE NEIGHBORS AS WELL AND I 

KNOW THAT WE ALL HAVE TO BALANCE EVERYTHING IN A 

GROWING CITY AS WELL AS BEING SENSITIVE TO YOUR 

DESIRES TO HAVE A QUIET NIGHT'S REST WITHOUT THE 

DISTURBANCES THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE MENTIONED. AND 

I'M SURE THAT WE CAN FIND SOME WAYS TO STRIKE A 

BALANCE HERE. SO AGAIN, I WANT TO THANK EVERYONE 

FOR COMING OUT TO TESTIFY AND TO GIVE US YOUR INPUT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? IF NOT, I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION. SO WE HAVE A PLANNING 

COMMISSION -- AS I READ ON CHANGES AND CORRECTION 

CORRECTIONS ON OUR AGENDA, CONDUCT A PUBLIC 

HEARING CONSIDERING THE ORDINANCE INCLUDING THE 

CREATION OF A TASKFORCE AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION. WHICH IS THE VERSION WE HAVE 

HERE IN FRONT OF US, CORRECT, MS. TERRY?  

YES.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. [ LAUGHTER ]  

NOW IT'S WORKING.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR. I DO HAVE A PROPOSAL TO OFFER. 

AND IT WOULD MAKE SOME CHANGES TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS, MAINLY TO GET AT THE 

COMMENT OR THE INTENT THAT WAS EXPRESSED BY THE -- 

BY ONE OF THE MAKERS OF THE MOTION THAT IF WE HAVE A 

90-DAY PROCESS TO FURTHER LOOK AT THE REGULATIONS 

THAT APPLY TO THESE BUSINESSES THAT DURING THAT 

TIME THAT THE REGULATIONS THAT BASICALLY WOULD 

AFFECT THE CURRENT OPERATIONS OR THE CURRENT 



BUSINESSES -- OR THAT THE REGULATIONS THAT WOULD 

IMPEDE CURRENT OPERATIONS OF THESE BUSINESSES 

WOULD BE MODIFIED OR LESSENED TO A CERTAIN DEGREE 

BECAUSE THE INTENT HERE IS TO USE THIS ADDITIONAL 

TIME TO FIGURE OUT SOME OF THESE ISSUES ABOUT 

COMPATIBILITY AND BUFFERING AND HOURS OF OPERATION, 

ETCETERA. I WOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING 

CHANGES TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION. AND I AGREE WITH COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY'S RECOMMENDATION ABOUT JUST HAVING -- 

RUNNING THIS THROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION INSTEAD 

OF CREATING A TASKFORCE BECAUSE GIVEN WHERE WE 

ARE RIGHT NOW WITH OUR MEETING SCHEDULE, EVEN IF WE 

WERE TO GET A TASKFORCE PUT TOGETHER FOR THE NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING IN TWO WEEKS, THEN YOU HAVE JULY 

WHERE THERE'S NOT MUCH GOING ON. AND IF WE DON'T 

GET THIS TASKFORCE CREATED IN TIME OR BEFORE THE 

BREAK, THEN THE 90 DAYS WILL ALMOST ELAPSE BEFORE 

WE EVEN CREATE THE TASKFORCE, SO I THINK THAT 

MAKING SOME MODIFICATIONS AND SENDING IT BACK TO 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION WOULD PROBABLY BE THE 

MOST EXPEDITIOUS WAY TO CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION 

ON THESE REGULATIONS. SO HERE'S WHAT I WOULD 

SUGGEST, MAYOR. I WOULD MOVE APPROVAL OF THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION WITH THE 

FOLLOWING CHANGES. I WOULD -- IN THE CAPTION I WOULD 

DELETE THE REFERENCE TO CREATING A TASKFORCE. I 

WOULD DELETE PART ONE, WHICH IS THE FINDINGS THAT 

WAS NOT A PART OF WHAT THE OF THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION CONSIDERED. AND THEN WE WOULD 

RENUMBER THE SECTIONS ACCORDINGLY. IN PART TWO I 

WOULD AMEND THE DEFINITION -- DEFINITION NUMBER 1 TO 

PROVIDE THAT A PERMIT HOLDER IS THE PERSON TO WHOM 

THE HEALTH AUTHORITY ISSUES A PERMIT FOR A MOBILE 

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT REQUIRED BY CHAPTER 10-3. AND 

THAT'S JUST SO IT'S CLEAR -- IF THERE'S AN ENFORCEMENT 

PROBLEM, THEN TO WHOM A CITATION WOULD BE 

DIRECTED. I THINK THAT'S THE INTENT BEHIND THAT. UNDER 

PART 3, I WOULD AMEND SECTION B-2 THAT A MOBILE 

ESTABLISHMENT IS NOT PERMITTED IN A NEIGHBORHOOD 

OFFICE, WHICH IS N.O. LIMITED OFFICE, L.O. FOR GENERAL 

OFFICE ZONING DISTRICT, G.O. AND THAT IS AGAIN TRYING 



TO ENCOURAGE WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY A RETAIL OPERATION 

ON TO RETAIL -- PROPERTIES ZONED FOR RETAIL USE. SO I 

BELIEVE THAT THAT'S A PRETTY SIGNIFICANT ADDITION OR 

FURTHER RESTRICTION ON WHERE THOSE VENDORS CAN 

SET UP THEIR BUSINESS. I WOULD DELETE SECTIONS B-5 

AND SECTIONS D AND E, AND THOSE ARE THE ONES THAT 

ARE UNDER PART 3. AND AGAIN, THIS IS FOR -- DUE TO THE 

POTENTIAL IMPACT IT WOULD HAVE ON THE CURRENT 

OPERATIONS OF SOME OF THE BUSINESSES. AND I WOULD 

ADD A NEW SECTION M, TO PROVIDE THAT THE ORDINANCE 

DOES NOT APPLY TO A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT IF IT 

IS LOCATED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR THREE HOURS OR 

LESS IN A 24 HOUR PERIOD. AND THE INTENT BEHIND THIS IS 

WE HAVE A SITUATION WHERE YOU HAVE THESE TRAILERS 

THAT DRIVE UP TO AN OFFICE BUILDING FOR AN HOUR OR 

TWO HOURS, ESSENTIALLY DRIVEN ON TO PRIVATE 

PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING -- SELLING 

FOOD, AND THIS ORDINANCE WOULD HAVE AFFECTED THEM 

AS WELL, BUT WE'RE TRYING TO ENSURE THAT WE ACCOUNT 

FOR THAT IN THE ORDINANCE. THAT WAS ALSO UNDER PART 

3, ADDING THAT NEW SECTION M. I WOULD DELETE PARTS 4, 

5, 6, 7 AND 8, AND I BELIEVE THERE WAS SOME TECHNICAL 

REASON WHY THEY HAD TO BE INCLUDED BECAUSE WE 

WERE UNDER A TEMPORARY RULES SECTION, AND SO 

THOSE WOULD NO LONGER BE NECESSARY. I WOULD ADD A 

NEW PART 4 TO PROVIDE THAT THE PERMIT HOLDER IS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THIS ORDINANCE, 

AND THAT THE VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS A CLASS C 

MISDEMEANOR. AND FINALLY, ADD I I WOULD ADD A NEW 

PART 5 THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION SHALL HAVE A 

RECOMMENDATION INCLUDING BUFFERING FOR MOBILE 

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT AND A RESIDENTIAL USE TO THE CITY 

COUNCIL, AND THE CITY MANAGER SHALL PRESENT THE 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL BY AUGUST 31st, 2006. 

THAT'S WHAT I WOULD PROPOSE.  

Mayor Wynn: SO WE HAVE A MOTION FROM COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I'LL OFFER THAT AS A MOTION A AND WE'LL SEE IF 

STAFF HAS ANY CHANGES TO WHAT PROPOSED.  



IT'S CATCHING IN MY DIVISION. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. MS. THOMAS APPEARS TO BE OKAY 

THANKFULLY. OKAY. SO WE HAVE A MOTION FROM 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, 

AND HE HAS -- AND MOVES AN AMENDED PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION AS OUTLINED VERY 

SPECIFICALLY. AND I KNOW THAT THE CITY ATTORNEY'S 

OFFICE HAS NOTES AND MR. GUERNSEY WAS TAKING 

NOTES. IT WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY FOR DISCUSSION. MS. TERRY?  

YES. WE HAVE THE NOTES AND WE HAVE SUFFICIENT 

DIRECTION THAT IF THIS IS WHAT COUNCIL DESIRES TO DO 

THIS EVENING, THAT THIS CAN BE PASSED ON ALL THREE 

READINGS BECAUSE THE NOTES ARE VERY EXPLICIT AND 

THE DIRECTION IS VERY EXPLICIT.  

Alvarez: MAYOR, JUST A WAY TO CLARIFY, EVEN THOUGH IT'S 

MY MOTION, BUT THE LAST SENTENCE ON THE SHEET, IT 

SAYS THAT IT REFERS THIS TO PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 

FURTHER RECOMMENDATION, BUT THEN IT SAYS THE CITY 

MANAGER SHALL PRESENT THE RECOMMENDATION TO 

COUNCIL BY AUGUST 31st, 2006, SO THAT ASSUMES AN 

ACTION BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION BY THAT TIME. AND 

SO IN -- SHOULD THAT REALLY SAY PLANNING COMMISSION 

OR SHOULD THAT SAY CITY MANAGER IS MY QUESTION?  

Mayor Wynn: THOUGHTS, MS. TERRY?  

YES. WHAT THAT DIRECTION IS IS THAT FOR THE CITY 

MANAGER WILL BRING BACK THE PLANNING COMMISSION'S 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL FOR COUNCIL'S 

CONSIDERATION. SO IT ENVISIONS THAT THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION WILL ACT BY THAT TIME. AND COUNCIL, WHAT 

WE WOULD DO IS IF WE DON'T HAVE ACTION BY OUR 

PLANNING COMMISSION BY THAT TIME, WHAT WE'LL DO IS 

WE'LL BRING SOMETHING BACK FOR YOU TO CONSIDER TO 

EXTEND THAT DEADLINE.  

Mayor Wynn: SO A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE, 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ'S AMENDED PLANNING 



COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION. MR. GUERNSEY?  

I'D JUST LIKE TO GET CLARIFICATION ON TWO POINTS. PART 

OF THE PROVISIONS THAT WERE REWOULD BE THE 

APPLICATION FOR A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT. I JUST WANT 

TO MAKE SURE THAT STAFF UNDERSTANDS CLEARLY THAT 

IT'S THE INTENTION OF COUNCIL NOT TO REQUIRE A 

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT, NOT TO REQUIRE A SITE PLAN 

EXEMPTION AND NOT TO REQUIRE A SITE PLAN RELATING TO 

THIS USE. SO THE REGULATIONS AS THEY WOULD APPLY 

WOULD BE UP TO OUR ENFORCEMENT FOLKS WHEN THEY 

GO OUT IN THE FIELD TO MAKE SURE THAT THESE USES ARE 

IN COMPLIANCE BECAUSE THERE'S NO UP FRONT REVIEW. 

AND THEN THE SECOND, I UNDERSTOOD THAT THERE'S A 

DESIRE TO REMOVE THE BUFFER THAT WAS RECOMMENDED 

BY STAFF FOR THE 200 FEET FROM RESIDENTIAL THAT WAS 

NOT RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION, BUT 

PLANNING COMMISSION DID PROVIDE A MINIMUM BUFFER OF 

50 50 FEET BETWEEN BUILDINGS THAT CONTAINED 

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL USES. IS THERE A 

SUGGESTION ALSO TO REMOVE THAT AS A BUFFER? THE 50-

FOOT BUFFER? RIGHT NOW THERE'S NO BUFFER BETWEEN 

ANY RESIDENTIAL EXCEPT WHEN THERE'S A RESIDENTIAL 

AND A COMMERCIAL USE WITHIN THE SAME BUILDING. SO IS 

THE INTENTION TO REMOVE THAT PROVISION AS WELL?  

Alvarez: THE INTENT WAS TO LEAVE THAT ONE IN AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION.  

VERY GOOD.  

Alvarez: AND THE OTHER QUESTION AT LEAST, MY INTENT 

WAS TO NOT REQUIRE THE TEMPORARY USE PERMIT SITE 

PLAN OR THE SITE PLAN EXEMPTION.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, THOUGHTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: SO AS I UNDERSTAND IT, THIS AMENDMENT 

DELETES THE APPOINTMENT OF A TASKFORCE TO WORK ON 

THIS FOR 90 DAYS?  

CORRECT. AS I UNDERSTAND THE MOTION, IT WOULD THEN 



GO TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION WOULD THEN WORK ON CREATING A 

RECOMMENDATION THAT WOULD BE BROUGHT BACK TO 

YOU BY AUGUST THE 31st.  

Leffingwell: WASN'T IT THE PLANNING COMMISSION THAT 

RECOMMENDED THE TASKFORCE?  

THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED THE 

TASKFORCE, WHICH INCLUDED MEMBERS OF THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION.  

Leffingwell: OKAY. SO WE'RE SAYING NO DON'T DO THAT, YOU 

DO IT YOURSELF BASICALLY BY THIS MOTION.  

YES. IT ASKS THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO MAKE THE 

DECISION.  

Leffingwell: OKAY. I JUST WANTED TO CLARIFY THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: MY MOTION ON THAT WOULD NOT PRECLUDE 

THEM FROM HAVING THEIR OWN SUBCOMMITTEE AND 

INVITING PARTICIPANTS IF THEY WANTED TO.  

Alvarez: I THINK WE'VE SEEN BOTH THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

FORM COMMITTEES, SPECIAL COMMITTEES ON CERTAIN 

ISSUES TO TRY TO HAMMER OUT THOSE ISSUES OR 

DISCUSS THOSE ISSUES. AND AGAIN, I THINK GIVEN THE 

FACT THAT WITH THIS ACTION WE'RE NOT ALSO SAYING 

CREATE A TASKFORCE, THESE ARE THE MEMBERS, THIS IS 

HOW THEY'RE GOING TO BE SELECTED, THEN THAT'S GOING 

TO PUSH IT I THINK INTO JULY, THE JULY BREAK, WHICH 

MEANS WE WON'T MAKE ANY HEADWAY ON THIS ISSUE UNTIL 

AUGUST. AND AGAIN, THAT'S CUTTING PRETTY FAR INTO 

YOUR 90-DAY PERIOD. BUT AGAIN, MY THINKING, AS 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY SAID, IS THE COMMISSION 

ITSELF COULD SAY LET'S DO A SUBCOMMITTEE OR MAYBE 

THEY SAY LET'S DO A JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE WITH ZAP. THE 

MAIN THING HERE IS TO MAKE SURE ALL THE 

STAKEHOLDERS ARE INVOLVED IN THAT PUBLIC PROCESS, 



THE NEIGHBORHOODS, BUSINESS, THE FOOD VENDORS, THE 

OPERATORS AS WELL.  

WE CAN CONVEY THAT MESSAGE TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION THAT THEY CAN INVITE OTHER STAKEHOLDERS 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR PROCESS.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? WELL, IN 

HEARING NONE, WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE 

TABLE, COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ'S AMENDED PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS. COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: AND I WOULD JUST -- I JUST WANTED TO REITERATE 

THAT I DO THINK WHAT WE'RE DOING IS SIGNIFICANT TO THE 

EXTENT THAT THESE USES ARE CURRENTLY ALLOWED ON 

ANY PIECE OF PROPERTY REGARDLESS OF THE ZONING. 

AND SO THE COUNCIL HERE IS SAYING, YOU KNOW, THE 

MOBILE FOOD VENDORS CANNOT OPERATE IN MY 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND CANNOT OPERATE IN ANY 

OFFICE DISTRICT, SO THE ONLY ONES THEY CAN OPERATE 

IN ARE LR, GR AND CS AND CS-1. SO YOU'VE ELIMINATED THE 

VAST MAJORITY OF ZONING CATEGORIES ALREADY 

THROUGH THIS PROCESS, AND SO THIS IS SIGNIFICANTLY 

MORE REGULATION THAN THERE WAS BEFORE BECAUSE 

SEVERAL SPEAKERS SAID THEY WERE UNREGULATED FROM 

A LAND USE�� POINT OF VIEW. THEY CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN 

REGULATED AND HAVE BEEN OPERATING FROM THE HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT STANDPOINT AND THE PROVISIONS THEY 

MUST ADHERE TO FROM A HEALTH AND SAFETY POINT OF 

VIEW, SO THEY HAVE BEEN REGULATED IN THAT SENSE, BUT 

NOT IN THE SENSE OF OUR LAND -- LAND DEVELOPMENT 

CODE OR LAND DEVELOPMENT RESTRICTIONS. I JUST 

WANTED TO CLARIFY THAT, MAYOR, BECAUSE I DO THINK 

THIS IS SIGNIFICANTLY MORE REGULATION THAN THERE HAS 

BEEN ON THIS ISSUE AND THAT I HOPE THAT GOING 

FORWARD WE LOOK AT A REASONABLE -- A REASONABLE 

REGULATIONS THAT CAN BE CONSIDERED TO TIGHTEN UP 

WHAT WOULD BE APPROVED TODAY. THANKS, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 



PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SIX 

TO ZERO WITH COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN 

TEMPORARILY OFF THE DAIS. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. 

MR. GUERNSEY? >> OKAY. SO COUNCIL, THAT TAKES US TO 

OUR LAST PUBLIC HEARING OF THE EVENING. PUBLIC 

HEARING NUMBER 122, CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO 

APPROVE AN ORDINANCE REGARDING SITE DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

USES. KNOWN PUBLICLY AS MCMANSION. AND EARLIER THIS 

EVENING WE HAD 84 PEOPLE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK. 

LOTS OF FOLKS SIGNED UP NOT WISH TO GO SPEAK, BUT 

THOSE 84 FOLKS REPRESENTED ABOUT NINE HOURS' 

WORTH OF TESTIMONY. I DON'T KNOW THAT EVERYBODY IS 

STILL HERE, BUT WE'LL START ANYWAY. BUT MY GUESS IS 

WE'RE GOING TO HAVE A PRESENTATION PERHAPS FROM 

STAFF AND/OR THE TASKFORCE, SO I GUESS I'LL RECOGNIZE 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER LAURA HUFFMAN.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. WHAT WE THOUGHT WE WOULD DO IS 

FIRST PROVIDE A LITTLE BIT OF BACKGROUND AND 

CONTEXT FOR TONIGHT'S PUBLIC HEARING. AND I WILL KICK 

THAT OFF AND THEN AS I UNDERSTAND IT, THERE ARE 

TASKFORCE MEMBERS HERE THIS EVENING THAT ARE 

GOING TO PRESENT THE RECOMMENDATION AND WALK US 

THROUGH WHAT IS BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 

EVENING. BY WAY OF BACKGROUND, ON FEBRUARY 9TH, 

THE CITY COUNCIL PASSED INTERIM REGULATIONS FOR 

SINGLE-FAMILY USES. ABOUT A WEEK LATER ON THE 16TH, 

THEY NAMED A TASKFORCE TO TAKE A LOOK AT THE 

CURRENT REGULATIONS AND TO DELIBERATE AND TO 

CONSIDER WAYS THAT WE COULD FIND TO STRIKE A 

BALANCE BETWEEN ENSURING THAT OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, 

OUR OLDER NEIGHBORHOODS IN AUSTIN RETAIN THE 

FABRIC AND THEIR UNIQUENESS AS WELL AS BALANCING 

THAT INTEREST AGAINST PEOPLE WHO WANT TO EITHER 

REMODEL HOMES OR TAKE DOWN HOMES AND BUILD NEW 

HOMES IN OUR OLDER URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS. SO AT 

THAT TIME COUNCIL PUT TOGETHER A TASKFORCE WHO 

HAVE HAD OVER 23 MEETINGS AS A TASKFORCE, 



COUNTLESS MEETINGS IN SUBCOMMITTEES AND HAVE 

SPENT HUNDREDS OF HOURS DELIBERATING THE 

RECOMMENDATION THAT IS BEFORE YOU TODAY. I'D LIKE TO 

GO ON AHEAD AND READ THE MEMBERS OF THAT 

TASKFORCE BECAUSE IT REPRESENTS A VERY DIVERSE 

GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE INTERESTS ALL THE WAY 

AROUND THIS ISSUE. THE CHAIRS WERE DAVID R. SCOTT 

REPRESENTING THE HOME BUILDRS ASSOCIATION AND 

LAURA MORRISON REPRESENTING THE NEIGHBORHOODS. 

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY WE HAD TERRY 

MITCHELL FROM THE REAL ESTATE COUNCIL OF AUSTIN. WE 

HAD WILLIAM BURKE HEART FROM THE AMERICAN 

CONSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. WE HAD DENNIS McDANIEL 

FROM THE HERITAGE SOCIETY. CLINT SMALL AND DOUG 

MARSH FROM THE REMODELER COMMUNITY. INFILL 

DEVELOPER MICHAEL (INDISCERNIBLE). AND SILVER GARZA 

WAS AN AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE. FROM THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS, WE HAD CHRIS ALLEN FROM ROSE DALE. 

DA NET (INDISCERNIBLE) FROM SOUTH RIVER CITY. MELVIN 

WREN, NOAH KENNEDY FROM PEM BERTON HEIGHTS. MARY 

GALE MAXWELL. KAREN McGRAY FROM HYDE PARK. 

MICHAEL (INDISCERNIBLE) FROM TARRYTOWN. YOU CAN SEE 

THIS WAS A VERY DIVERSE GROUP OF TASKFORCE 

MEMBERS MAY. THEY'VE WORKED EXTENSIVELY ON THESE 

REGULATIONS. THE SECOND DATE THAT I THINK IS 

IMPORTANT IN ADDITION TO FEBRUARY 16TH, WHICH IS 

WHEN THIS TASKFORCE WAS NAMED, WAS THAT ON MARCH 

NINTH, THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTED IN THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE THESE INTERIM REGULATIONS. THAT 

WAS BASED ON A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE 

TASKFORCE. SO THE REGULATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN 

OPERATIONAL IN AUSTIN FOR -- SINCE THAT TIME WERE 

BASED ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THIS TASKFORCE. 

THE OTHER I THING THAT I WANT TO MENTION IS THAT 

THERE HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVE EFFORTS TO MAKE SURE 

THAT THE PUBLIC IS KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT WHAT'S 

GOING ON. WE'VE HAD A WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING THAT'S 

HAD BOTH INFORMATION ABOUT THE INTERIM 

REGULATIONS. IT HAS ALSO HAD FOR PEOPLE -- FOR THOSE 

WHERE FLOOR TO HATE AREA RATIOS ARE NOT THERE, 

WE'VE HAD A CEARLT. WE'VE HAD THOUSANDS AND 

THOUSANDS OF HITS ON OUR WEBSITE. SO THIS HAS BEEN A 



VERY POPULAR PLACE FOR AUSTINITES TO GO AND LEARN 

WHAT'S GOING ON AND ALSO SEE HOW IT AFFECTS THEIR 

PARTICULAR PROPERTY. WE INTEND TO CONTINUE THOSE 

EFFORTS KNOWING THAT IT IS BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

TONIGHT, BUT WE ALSO WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT AS WE 

IMPLEMENT THIS THAT WE PROVIDE GOOD INFORMATION TO 

THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN SO THEY CAN SEE JUST EXACTLY 

WHAT THE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK IS. AND SO WITH 

THAT, LAURA, I WILL TURN IT OVER TO YOU, LAURA, CHAIR 

OF THE TASKFORCE, IS GOING TO MAKE A PRESENTATION 

ON THE RECOMMENDATION BEFORE YOU THIS EVENING, 

COUNCIL.  

THANK YOU, GOOD EVENING, I'M VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE 

TONIGHT. WE'RE PLEASED TO BRING THESE 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO YOU. I MIGHT TAKE A MINUTE 

BECAUSE WE HAVE A SLIDE SHOW THAT'S GOING TO GO 

ALONG WITH OUR PRESENTATION. BUT WE BELIEVE THAT 

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS TO THE 

ISSUES THAT WERE RAISED IN MANY OF THE ISSUES THAT 

WERE RAISED IN FEBRUARY TO BALANCE THE PROTECTION 

OF THE PROTECTION OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS WITH THE 

NEEDS AND REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS OF RESIDENTS, 

INVESTORS, PROPERTY OWNERS AND DEVELOPERS. I 

BELIEVE THAT WHAT BROUGHT US HERE IS YOUR 

RECOGNITION THAT NOT ONLY IS THERE A MONETARY 

VALUE IN THE SIZE OF THE HOME, BUT ALSO THERE IS VALUE 

IN MAINTAINING THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF 

NEIGHBORHOODS, WHICH IS IN FACT THE ATTRACTION TO 

AREAS THAT ARE EXPERIENCING THESE DEVELOPMENT 

PRESSURES. I WANT TO JUST BRIEFLY MAKE A FEW 

COMMENTS ABOUT THE TASKFORCE NUMBERS. THESE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ARE THE RESULT OF THE DEDICATED 

EFFORT OF A DIVERSE GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS THAT HAVE 

BEEN WORKING TOGETHER OVER THESE PAST FOUR 

MONTHS. AS LAURA MENTIONED, PARTICIPANTS FROM THE 

DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY INCLUDE DEVELOPERS, 

BUILDERS, REMOLDERS AND ARCHITECTS AND REPRESENT 

THE RICA, THE HERITAGE SOCIETY AND OTHERS. WE WERE 

FORTUNATE TO HAVE ALL THESE INDIVIDUALS 

PARTICIPATING IN THESE EFFORTS AS THEY ALL HAVE 

SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE IN DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING 



OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN. THEY ALSO ARE INDIVIDUALS THAT 

HAVE SERVED OUR CITY AT LARGE ON -- IN LARGE PART ON 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION AS WELL AS THE ZAP 

COMMISSION AND SEVERAL OTHER COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATIONS. THE NEIGHBORHOOD REPRESENTATIVES 

CAME FROM ALL SIDES OF THE CITY AND THEY ARE WELL 

TIED INTO THEIR COMMUNITIES, NOT ONLY THROUGH 

INDIVIDUAL NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS, BUT ALSO THE 

AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOODS COUNCIL, AND WE HAVE 

PARTICIPATED IN SEVERAL OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING EFFORTS IN THE CITY. WE ALSO 

HAVE EXPERTISE -- CONSIDERABLY EXPERTISE WITH 

ZONING CODE THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY EFFORTS AND 

WE SERVE THE COMMUNITY IN MANY WAYS. FOR EXAMPLE, 

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD AND THE TRAVIS COUNTY 

HOUSING AUTHORITY. IN ADDITION, THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

REPRESENTATIVES BROUGHT A DIVERSE SET OF 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUNDS. AMONG US WE HAVE 

EXPERIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE, ENGINEERING, 

DEVELOPMENT, THE LAW AND PERHAPS MOST HELPFUL, WE 

HAD A PSYCHOLOGIST ON BOARD. [ LAUGHTER ] SO I WANT 

TO GO AHEAD AND MENTION -- TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE 

PROCESS AND THE SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF BACK WORK -- 

BACKGROUND WORK AND PREPARATORY WORK THAT WE 

DID TO MAKE SURE THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THE CRUX OF 

THE PROBLEM THAT WE HAD BEEN CHARGED TO SOLVE. WE 

HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET PUBLIC INPUT IN MANY 

WAYS. AS LAURA MENTIONED, THERE WAS A CITY WEBSITE 

THAT MADE AVAILABLE TASKFORCE REPORTS, REPORTS 

THAT WERE PROVIDED BY STAFF TO THE TASKFORCE, AND 

NOTIFIED PEOPLE WHO HAD SIGNED UP OF THE MEETING. IN 

ADDITION, WE HAD AN ONLINE BULLETIN BOARD THAT HAD -- 

ENTERTAINED A DISCUSSION AMONG ALMOST 300 MEMBERS 

WHO HAD SIGNED UP. THERE WERE OVER A THOUSAND 

MESSAGES IN THE DISCUSSION GOING BACK AND FORTH. 

WE TOOK CITIZEN COMMUNICATION AT TASKFORCE 

MEETINGS, AND WE ALSO GOT MANY SUBMISSIONS FROM 

THE PUBLIC THROUGH THE STAFF, TINA BUI, THAT WAS 

SUPPORTING US, AND IN ADDITION ONE LAST THING I 

WANTED TO MENTION IS THAT WE DID A LOT OF PUBLIC 

OUTREACH AND WENT TO SEVERAL NEIGHBORHOOD 

MEETINGS ALL OVER THE CITY. WE REALLY MADE A BIG 



EFFORT IN TRYING TO MAKE SURE THE PUBLIC WAS PART OF 

THIS. IN ADDITION, WE STUDIED MANY SAMPLE PROJECTS 

THAT WE KNEW ABOUT AND THAT WERE SUBMITTED BY THE 

PUBLIC AND BY THE FOLKS THAT WE KNEW. WE TOOK A BUS 

TOUR -- WE HAVE SOME PICTURES FROM THE BUS TOUR. 

OKAY. WE WENT ON THE BUS TOUR TO LOOK AT SOME OF 

THE PROJECTS THAT WERE A PROBLEM. AND OTHER 

PROJECTS THAT HAD BEEN WELL DEVELOPED. YOU'RE 

GOING TO SEE SOME PHOTOGRAPHS IN A MINUTE. I WANT 

TO MAKE SURE WE GIVE CREDIT TO TERRY MITCHELL, WHO 

WAS THE REPRESENTATIVE FROM RICA WHO IS NOT HERE 

UNFORTUNATELY. HE WAS A TERRIFIC PARTICIPANT TO 

HAVE ON THE TASKFORCE. HE CAME UP WITH A LOT OF 

VERY CREATIVE SOLUTIONS. WE PERFORMED A LOT OF 

DATA ANALYSIS. WE SURVEYED AND RESEARCHED 

APPROACHES IN OTHER CITIES ALL ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

AND THERE WAS A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF 

ARCHITECTURAL MODELING THAT WE DID SO THAT WE 

WERE ABLE TO TEST OUR IDEAS AND UNDERSTAND WHAT 

GOES WRONG AND WHAT GOES RIGHT WITH THOSE IDEAS. 

SO I NOW WANT TO GO AHEAD AND TURN THIS OVER TO 

DANETTE CLEMENT WHO WORKED ON THIS ALONG WITH 

CHRIS ALLEN, WHO PARTICIPATED AT EVERY STEP OF THE 

WAY TO TALK ABOUT MASSING AND SCALE. THE TASKFORCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON MASSING AND SCALE AND 

IMPERVIOUS COVER. THEN I'LL COME BACK AND TALK 

BRIEFLY ABOUT THE APPLICABILITY RECOMMENDATION WE 

HAVE FOR WHERE THESE NEW DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATIONS SHOULD BE IN PLACE AND THE 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN THAT WE'VE ADOPTED TO 

RECOMMEND. SO IF DANETTE IS READY...  

THIS DEALT WITH THE MASS AND SCALE. THERE WAS THE 

BUILDING ENVELOPE, THE FLOOR TO AREA RATIO AND SOME 

ARTICULATION REQUIREMENTS. I'LL ALSO COVER THE 

IMPERVIOUS COVER. YOU CAN GO AHEAD WITH THAT. THE 

FIRST THING WE REALLY TOOK A LOOK AT WAS HOW WE 

WERE GOING TO BE ABLE TO MOVE -- TO GET SOME OF THE 

LARGER, TALLER MASS AND SCALE PARTS OF THE 

STRUCTURES AWAY FROM THE NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES. 

WE LOOKED AT USING LARGER SIDE SETBACKS, WE LOOKED 

AT KIND OF THE STEPPING APPROACH TO STEPPING FOR 



UPPER STORIES. WHAT WE ENDED UPCOMING UP WITH AND 

THE REASON WE DIDN'T WANT TO ADJUST THE SETBACKS IS 

WE STILL WANTED PEOPLE TO BE ABLE TO BUILD SMALLER 

STRUCTURES ON THE FIVE-FOOT SET BACK LINE, BUT WHAT 

WE CAME UP WITH WAS A VERY SIMPLE, ELEGANT WAY TO 

KIND OF CAPTURE THE CONCEPTS WE WERE PUSHING 

TOWARDS. WHAT WE CAME UP WITH IS A SETBACK 

ENVELOPE, SO IT'S KIND OF A TENT THAT YOU SIT DOWN 

OVER THE PROPERTY AND IT ESTABLISHES SOME AREA 

THAT -- THE BUILDABLE AREA BASICALLY FOR YOUR LOT. 

YOU START AT THE SIDE LOT LINES. YOU GO UP 15 FEET. 

THIS IS THE SIDE LOT LINES, NOT THE SETBACK LINES. AND 

THEN YOU GO INWARD AT A 45-DEGREE ANGLE. AND WE 

HAVE THIS SET BACK PLANE THAT IS APPLIED TO THE SIDE 

PROPERTY LINES. IT'S ALSO APPLIED TO THE REAR 

PROPERTY LINES. THE SETBACKS REALLY REMAIN THE 

SAME, SO WE'VE STILL GOT THE FRONT SET BACK AT 25 

FEET, AT LEAST FOR SINGLE-FAMILY 3. WE'VE GOT THE REAR 

SET BACK AND THE SIDE SET BACKS EXACTLY AS THEY 

WERE. WE DO ALLOW PROTRUSIONS THROUGH THE 

SETBACK PLANE. WE HAVE A REMODEL EXEMPTION SO THAT 

YOU CAN ALWAYS ADD A SECOND STORY TO ANY 

STRUCTURE. WE CAME UP WITH A HEIGHT. WE REDUCED 

THE HEIGHT TO 35 FEET FOR SINGLE-FAMILY, WHICH WOULD 

REDUCE IT FROM 35 TO 32 FEET. THIS APPLIES FOR BOTH 

SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEXES, SO THIS ACTUALLY IS 

ADDING TO WHAT'S ALLOWED FOR A DUPLEX BECAUSE 

CURRENTLY THEY'RE LIMITED TO 30 FEET AND TWO 

STORIES. SO THIS ALLOWS THEM TO -- IT GETS RID OF THE 

STORY REQUIREMENT AND ALLOWS THEM TO GO UP TO 32 

FEET. WHAT'S BEING SHOWN HERE -- CAN WE GO BACK ONE 

PICTURE? THIS JUST SHOWS THAT A TWO-STORY HOUSE AT 

A MINIMUM FIVE-FOOT SET BACK IS STILL ALLOWED. AND IF 

WE GO FORWARD WE CAN SEE AN EXAMPLE OF ON THE 

LEFT-HAND SIDE THERE'S A TWO-STORY HOUSE. YOU HAVE 

A NINE-FOOT CEILING ON BOTTOM AND AN EIGHT-FOOT 

CEILING ON THE SECOND STORY. THAT FITS JUST FINE IN 

SET BACK PLANE. IF YOU WANT TO HAVE A TALLER 

STRUCTURE, YOU CAN STILL BUILD IT, ALL YOU HAVE TO DO 

IS MOVE A LITTLE BIT AWAY FROM THE SIDE SETBACKS. SO 

FOR INSTANCE ON THE RIGHT THERE THERE'S A STRUCTURE 

WITH TWO NINE-FOOT HIGH CEILINGS. AND THEN I BELIEVE 



IS FOUR INCHES AWAY FROM THE SETBACK, SO IT FIVE 

FOOT, FOUR INCHES SET BACK. I WANT TO TALK FOR A 

MINUTE ABOUT THE FLOOR TO AREA RATIO. WE DON'T 

REALLY HAVE A SLIDE AREA EXCEPT THAT IF YOU HAVE 

YOUR BUILDING ENVELOPE AND YOU DON'T THEN APPLY A 

FLOOR TO AREA RATIO, YOU END UP WITH WHAT'S IN THE 

PICTURE ON THE LEFT THERE. THERE. THAT IS A BUILDING 

ENVELOPE WITH NO FLOOR TO AREA RATIO. THAT PICTURE 

ACTUALLY MEETS BUILDING COVER AND IMPERVIOUS COVER 

REQUIREMENTS. SO OBVIOUSLY YOU NEED TO ALSO WORK 

WITH SOMETHING THAT CAN THEN CONSTRAINS. THE IDEA IS 

TO HAVE A VERY FLEXIBLE BUILDING ENVELOPE AND THEN 

FURTHER CON STRAIN IT WITH AN F.A.R. AND THESE ARE 

TOOLS THAT WORKING WELL TOGETHER. FLOOR TO AREA 

RATIO IS JUST SIMPLY THE RATIO OF THE HOUSE SIZE TO 

THE LOT SIZE. WITHOUT IT AS YOU CAN SEE HERE YOU END 

UP WITH A VERY UNIFORM AND YOU END UP WITH MASSIVE 

STRUCTURES. BY APPLYING THE FLOOR TO AREA RATIO YOU 

ALLOW FOR VARIETY IN BUILDING FORM AND DIVERSITY OF 

SCALE. SO WE HAVE A FLOOR TO AREA RATIO OF .4. YOU 

ACTUALLY DID DO THE GREATER OF 2300 SQUARE FEET OR 

.4 FLOOR TO AREA RATIO. THE 2300 SQUARE FEET MINIMUM 

ACTUALLY ALLOWS YOU, FOR INSTANCE, FOR COTTAGE 

LOTS, WHICH ARE 3500 SQUARE FEET, IT ALLOWS YOU TO 

HAVE OVER A .6 F.A.R. SO THE SMALLER LOTS GET A MUCH 

LARGER F.A.R. WITH THAT. WE ARE INCLUDING IN THE F.A.R.-

- WE PLAYED WITH THE DEFINITION OF F.A.R. A LITTLE BIT SO 

THAT WE COULD INCLUDE EVERYTHING THAT ADDS TO THE 

MASS AND SCALE OF THE STRUCTURE AND EXCLUDE 

THINGS THAT DON'T. SO WE HAVE EXCLUDE BASEMENTS, 

WE'VE EXCLUDED ATTICS, WE'VE EXCLUDED HABITABLE 

SPACE UNDERNEATH THE ROOF OR HABITABLE ATTICS. WE 

HAVE EXCLUDED FIRST STORY PORCHES. WE'VE INCLUDED 

UPPER STORY PORCHES BECAUSE THEY DO ADD TO THE 

MASS AND SCALE. WE'VE ALSO INCLUDED ATTACHED 

GARAGES, BUT THAT'S AFTER AN ALLOWANCE OF 200 

SQUARE FEET. WE HAVE EXCLUDED 450 SQUARE FEET FOR 

A REAR AT THE DETACHED GARAGE OR ANY CARPORT 

ANYWHERE ON THE LOT. GOING ON TO TALK ABOUT 

ARTICULATION, AS YOU CAN SEE AT THE PICTURE ON THE 

LEFT, IF YOU HAVE THAT BILLBOARD EFFECT OF A LONG, 

DEEP, TALL, SOLID WALL PLATE, AND THAT'S PRETTY 



DAMAGING TO THE PROPERTIES NEXT TO IT. IT HAS A 

PRETTY SEVERE IMPACT. SO WE HAVE AN ARTICULATION 

REQUIREMENT THAT IF YOU HAVE A WALL THAT IS HIGHER 

THAN 15 FEET, SO HIGHER THAN A TWO STORY, IT IS DEEPER 

THAN 32 FEET AND IT IS WITHIN 15 FEET OF THE SET BACK 

LINE, YOU'RE REQUIRED TO ARTICULATE IT IN OR OUT. SO 

LET'S GO ON TO THE NEXT ONE. BEFORE I TALK ABOUT 

IMPERVIOUS COVER I WANT TO BRIEFLY TALK ABOUT 

ADJUSTMENTS. WE'VE ALLOWED FOR A FEW THINGS THAT 

KIND OF GIVE US SAFETY VALVES TO THE BUILDERS. 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN REVIEW THAT WE HAVE ALLOWS FOR 

SOMEONE WITH A DESIGN THAT THEY THINK NEEDS MORE 

F.A.R., NEEDS MORE SET BACK PLANE HEIGHT, NEEDS MORE 

ALLOWANCE FOR THE ARTICULATION OR THE PROTRUSIONS 

TO THE SETBACK PLANE, THEY CAN COME BEFORE A DESIGN 

BODY AND GET 25 PERCENT MORE FOR EACH OF THOSE 

THINGS. THEY CAN MAKE THEIR CASE, BUT IT DOESN'T 

NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE MASS AND SCALE, DOES NOT 

NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES. SO 

WE HAVE ALLOWED FOR THAT AS A WAIVER PROCESS. OF 

COURSE, SOMEONE CAN STILL GO TO THE BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENTS IF THERE IS A HARDSHIP AS WELL. WE ALSO 

HAVE ALLOWED FOR NEIGHBORHOOD CUSTOMIZATION AND 

NEIGHBORHOODS -- NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING TEAMS CAN 

COME IN AND ASK THAT THE REGULATIONS -- AND THIS IS 

THE F.A.R., THE SETBACK PLANE HEIGHT, BE ADJUSTED. 

THEY CAN GO UP OR DOWN. AND SO THEY CAN COME MAKE 

THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS KIND OF LIKE A PLANNING TOOL 

LIKE THEY WOULD ANYTHING IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLAN. COUNCIL OF COURSE HAS THE FINAL SAY ON THAT. 

AND THEN ON TO IMPERVIOUS COVER. WE INITIALLY HAD 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS THAT LOWERED -- THAT DIDN'T 

ACTUALLY LOWER IT, THEY LEFT IT AT 45 45%, BUT THEY 

REQUIRED THAT YOU DO SOME THINGS TO GET TO THAT 

45%, LIKE PRESERVING TREES OR SOME KIND OF 

MITIGATION LIKE A DRAINING SYSTEM OR OTHER THINGS 

THAT WOULD MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER. WE ENDED UP WITH STAYING WITH THE 45% AND 

NOT GOING WITH ANY KIND OF REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

IMPERVIOUS COVER. BUT WE DID ALSO COME UP WITH AN 

EQUIVALENCY TABLE AND SOME RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

AN EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT IS FUNDED TO EDUCATE 



THE DEVELOPERS ON WAYS TO ALLOW FOR IMPERVIOUS 

COVER AND WAYS TO MITIGATE DRAINAGE IMPACTS. THANK 

YOU VERY MUCH.  

GOOD EVENING. MY NAME IS CHRIS ALLEN. I'VE BEEN 

SERVING ON THE TASKFORCE FOR THE LAST SEVERAL 

MONTHS. MY PRIMARY ROLE OTHER THAN COMIC RELIEF 

OCCASIONALLY HAS BEEN DOING LOTS OF DIGITAL 

MODELING TRYING TO ILLUSTRATE SOME OF THE CONCEPTS 

THAT WE'VE BEEN LOOKING AT. TESTING THEORIES, 

LOOKING AT ALL OF THE DIFFERENT OPTIONS THAT WE HAD 

BEFORE US. AND HERE TOWARD THE END AS WE'VE COME 

TO A CONSENSUS POSITION OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS ON 

SOME CONCEPTS, I'VE ALSO BEEN TESTING THOSE AND 

TRYING TO SEE WHERE THE LIMITS AND EDGES OF THOSE 

WERE. WE'RE GOING TO LOOK AT TWO QUICK CASE STUDIES 

TONIGHT. A SINGLE-FAMILY EXAMPLE AND A DUPLEX 

EXAMPLE. BOTH OF THESE COMPLY WITH THE -- ALL OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS IN TERMS OF SET BACK 

ENVELOPE, FAR, IMPERVIOUS COVER, BUILDING COVERAGE 

AND HEIGHT. THE FIRST EXAMPLE UP ON YOUR SCREEN IS A 

SINGLE-FAMILY DEVELOPMENT. THIS HOUSE IS TWO 

STORIES. IT'S 2800 SQUARE FEET OF FIRST AND SECOND 

FLOOR SPACE. WE'VE GOT A 7,000 SQUARE FOOT LOT, SO 

WE'RE LOOKING AT A .4 GIVING US 2800 SQUARE FEET. THE 

HOUSE HAS A FRONT PORCH, WHICH IS EXEMPTED. THE 

HOUSE HAS SOMEWHERE OVER 700 SQUARE FEET OF 

HABITABLE ATTIC SPACE UPSTAIRS, A FULL HALF STORY. 

THAT TAKES THE HOUSE TO 3,500 SQUARE FEET, WHICH 

GETS US TO A .5 FAR ARCHITECT EFFECTIVE. AT THE BACK 

OF THE HOUSE WE HAVE A DETACHED 450 SQUARE FOOT 

GARAGE WITH ROUGHLY HALF OF THAT AGAIN IN THE HALF 

STORY ABOVE THAT FOR A GUEST SUITE OR OFFICE OR 

STUDY. SO WE'RE LOOKING AT BEYOND 3,600, PUSHING 3700 

SQUARE FEET OF HABITABLE SPACE ON THE LOT 

COMPLYING WITH EVERY ONE OF THESE STANDARDS. THE 

DORMERS ON THE ROOF COMPLY WITH THE PROTRUSION 

ALLOWANCES. EVERYTHING IS MEETING THE STANDARDS. 

SO WE'RE SEEING A HOUSE WITH -- THIS IS RIGHT AT THE 

EDGE OF THE ENVELOPE ALLOWING SOMEWHERE FROM 

3600 TO 3700 SQUARE FEET. FOR A SINGLE-FAMILY. LOOKING 

AT THE DUPLEX EXAMPLE, AGAIN EXPLOITING ALL OF THE 



INCENTIVES AND ALLOWANCES AVAILABLE, THIS IS TWO 

UNITS THAT HAVE 1400 SQUARE FOOT EACH, GETTING US TO 

28 SQUARE FEET FOR THE FIRST TWO FLOORS. BEYOND 

THAT EACH OF THEM HAVE ATTIC SPACE THAT GET US TO 

3500 SQUARE FEET. UP ABOVE THE MAIN FOOTPRINT 

ADDITIONALLY USING THE DETACHED GARAGE ALLOWANCE 

WE'RE ABLE TO HAVE HABITABLE SPACE OVER THAT. YOU'RE 

SEEING THAT IN BETWEEN THE BUILDINGS. SO THERE'S 

ABOUT 100 SQUARE FEET OVER THAT GARAGE THAT'S 

AVAILABLE FOR A STUDY OR AN OFFICE. SO YOU'RE SEEING 

AGAIN SOMETHING THAT'S WELL BEYOND THE .5 F.A.R. 

EFFECTIVE IN TERMS OF LIVEABLE AREA COMPLYING WITH 

ALL OF THE ORDINANCE PROVISIONS. SO NEITHER OF THESE 

IS DESIGNED TO BE BEAUTIFUL, BUT THEY'RE BOTH 

EXAMPLES OF FEASIBILITY OF REAL WORLD PROJECTS 

WITHIN THESE DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS. BACK TO 

LAURA. YOU'RE ON.  

SORRY.  

I CAN STALL. I'M ALL OUT. IF I KEEP TALKING IT WILL GO BAD.  

I WANTED TO TALK ABOUT WHERE THESE NEW REGULAR 

LAYINGS WILL APPLY AND TO WHAT THEY WILL APPLY. FIRST 

OF ALL, WE HAD A LOT OF DISCUSSION ABOUT WHERE, AND I 

THINK WE CAME FROM VARIED PERSPECTIVES, BUT IT IS 

IMPORTANT TO REACH A BALANCE THAT WE IDENTIFIED AN 

AREA THAT WAS NOT TOO MUCH OR NOT TOO LATE. WHAT'S 

OUR RECOMMENDATION -- WHAT OUR RECOMMENDATION 

TO YOU IS THAT WE GO WITH THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

WITHIN THESE BOUNDARIES THAT ARE SHOWN IN THE MAP 

HERE. THE NORTH IS 183. ON THE EAST IS 183 ALSO. BEN 

WHITE ON THE SOUTH. AND THEN ON THE WEST IT IS 

MOPAC, THE LAKE AND 360 UP TO 183. WE HAD LOOKED AT -- 

YOU KNOW THAT THE INTERIM REGULATIONS APPLIED JUST 

TO PRE1974 SUBDIVISIONS, AND WE CERTAINLY 

CONSIDERED THAT AS A POSSIBILITY, BUT THOSE 

SUBDIVISIONS ARE SURPRISINGLY -- THOSE DELINEATIONS 

ARE SURPRISINGLY SPOTTY AROUND THE CITY, SO THAT 

WOULD HAVE ENDED UP WITH SITUATIONS WHERE ON ONE 

SIDE -- SEVERAL SITUATIONS WHERE ON ONE SIDE OF THE 

STREET THE REGULATIONS ARE IN PLACE AND ON THE 

OTHER SIDE OF THE STREET THEY'RE NOT, WHICH REALLY 



WOULD LEAD TO AN UNSTABLE DYNAMIC AND A LOT OF 

DIFFICULTY FOR THE PUBLIC AS WELL AS THE CITY IN TERMS 

OF IMPLEMENTING THEM, I BELIEVE. SO WE DECIDED TO GO 

WITH THE GEOGRAPHICALLY COHESIVE AREA, AND THESE 

BOUNDARIES REPRESENT -- WE DID TAKE A LOOK AT 

HOUSING STARTS AND WHERE HOUSING STARTS ARE 

OCCURRING IN THE CITY, AND THESE BOUNDARIES REALLY 

CAPTURE THE VAST MAJORITY OF HOUSING STARTS. THEY 

ALSO ALIGN WITH OTHER DEFINITIONS OF OTHER 

BOUNDARIES FOR URBAN CORE THAT WE HAVE IN THE CODE 

PRETTY MUCH, FOR PARKING REDUCTIONS AND I THINK 

ALSO IN THE DEFINITION FOR THE COMMERCIAL DESIGN 

STANDARDS, THEY LINE UP WITH THAT. WE CERTAINLY 

RECOGNIZE THAT THIS SAME ISSUE MAY IN THE FUTURE 

MOVE BEYOND THESE BOUNDARIES, AND AT THAT POINT 

WHEN THAT BECOMES AN ISSUE FOR THE OTHER AREAS, WE 

WOULD CERTAINLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU TAKE A LOOK AT 

THAT AND ADJUST THE BOUNDARIES. THEY'RE IN THE 

ORDINANCE, SO YOU ALWAYS HAVE CONTROL OVER THAT. 

OKAY. WE ARE ALSO SUGGESTING THAT THESE APPLY TO -- 

OUR RECOMMENDATION INCLUDES APPLYING THESE TO SF-

2, SF-3 AND SF-4 ZONED PROPERTY. THE SF-4 IS ONLY WHEN 

IT'S ADJACENT TO SF 2 OR SF 3 BECAUSE OFTEN WHAT 

HAPPENS IN THE CITY IS WHOLE SUBDIVISIONS WILL BE 

DEVELOPED AS SF 4-A PROPERTY. SO IN THAT CASE THEY 

CAN ALL BE COMPATIBLE WITH EACH OTHER WITH A 

STANDARD DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS. THEY ALSO 

WOULD APPLY TO SF USES, INCLUDING SINGLE-FAMILY, 

DUPLEX AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. THERE WAS 

STRONG AGREEMENT ON THE TASKFORCE THAT THERE NOT 

BE ANY DIFFERENCE IN REGULATIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT 

USES BECAUSE THE THOUGHT WAS THAT COMPATIBLE IS 

COMPATIBLE. IT DOESN'T MATTER WHAT THE USE IS IF 

WE'RE TRYING TO GET COMPATIBLE MASS AND SCALE. WE 

DID -- I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION THAT WE HEARD FROM 

COMMUNITY HOUSING DEVELOPERS WHO LOOKED 

CAREFULLY AT THESE RECOMMENDATIONS AND SAID THAT 

THEY WOULD NOT AFFECT THEIR PRODUCT, THAT THEY 

WOULD BE ABLE TO GO AHEAD WITH THEIR WORK, 

INCLUDING FOLKS FROM THE GUADALUPE NEIGHBORHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, THE BLACK LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND BLACKSHEAR AS WELL 



AS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY. AND I'M ALSO AWARE THAT OUR 

OWN CHRIS ALLEN HERE APPARENTLY HAS -- I WAS 

DISCUSSING WITH HIM TODAY, HAS DESIGNED I THINK 48 

DUPLEXES, 46 DUPLEXES IN THE RECENT PAST THAT WOULD 

FIT WELL WITHIN THESE AND THEY'RE ALL AFFORDABLE 

TOO, WHICH IS A GOOD THING. CAN WE GO INTO THE NEXT 

ONE? I WANT TO TALK BRIEFLY ABOUT THE 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN, WHICH IS A RECOMMENDATION 

THAT WE ADOPTED AS A TASKFORCE. WE'RE CERTAINLY 

COMMITTED TO A SUCCESSFUL START-UP AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE REGULATIONS, SO WE 

ADOPTED A PLAN OF ACTION THAT SUGGESTS AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF AUGUST 15TH, AND WHICH IS -- WOULD 

BE PLANNED TO BE SIX WEEKS AFTER COUNCIL APPROVAL. 

AND DURING THOSE SIX WEEKS, THE RESPONSIBLE 

DEPARTMENTS, INCLUDING WATERSHED PROTECTION AND 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW AS WELL AS NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLANNING AND ZONING, WHO WILL ALL EXPERIENCE THE 

EFFECT FROM THIS, WOULD WORK ON TRAINING AND 

PROCESS AND LOOK AT STAFFING ISSUES IF NECESSARY, 

AND THEN BEFORE AUGUST 15TH REPORT BACK TO 

COUNCIL TO IDENTIFY WHETHER THEY ARE PREPARED OR 

NOT. AND IF IN FACT THEY FEEL THAT THEY'RE NOT 

PREPARED, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE THEN BE POSTPONED UNTIL ADEQUATE 

PREPARATIONS ARE MADE. AND THEN ANOTHER ELEMENT 

OF THIS IS THAT AFTER SIX MONTHS WE RECOMMEND THAT 

THE TASKFORCE RECONVENE TO TAKE FOLLOW-UP 

REPORTS FROM ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMUNITY INPUT AS 

WELL AS CITY STAFF SO THAT WE CAN LOOK AT THE 

EXPERIENCE THAT FOLKS ARE HAVING IN THE COMMUNITY 

AND IN THE CITY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE HAVE 

BEEN SOME UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES AND 

ADJUSTMENTS NEED TO BE MADE, AT WHICH POINT WE 

WOULDIC TRY TO WORK OUT WHAT THESE ADJUSTMENTS 

WOULD BE. AND WE THINK THIS CAREFUL START-UP PLAN 

AND SIX MONTHS REVIEW EFFORT WOULD ADD IMPORTANT 

SAFETY VALVES TO THE WHOLE PROCESS. OKAY. I'D LIKE TO 

ALSO TALK ABOUT THE CONSENSUS THAT WAS REACHED. 

AS DANETTE MENTIONED TO YOU, THIS IS A STRONG 

CONSENSUS AGREEMENT. THE CONTENT OF THE 

ORDINANCE THAT YOU HAVE IN FRONT OF YOU TODAY 



REFLECTS THAT CONSENSUS AGREEMENT, WHICH WAS 

REACHED ON MAY 12TH. THIS WAS A PROPOSAL THAT WAS 

OFFERED BY MICHAEL CASISIAS WHO WAS ON THE 

TASKFORCE, AFTER DISCUSSION BY TASKFORCE MEMBERS 

AND THE VOTE TO SUPPORT HIS PROPOSAL WAS 13-1 WITH 

TWO MEMBERS ABSENT. THE HBA REPRESENTATIVE 

DISSENTED FROM THAT VOTE, DID NOT SUPPORT IT, BUT WE 

DID TALK TO THE OTHER TWO FOLKS WHO WEREN'T AT THE 

MEETING AND THEY DID INDICATE SUPPORT, SO THAT WE 

ACTUALLY HAD 15 OUT OF 16 FOLKS SUPPORTING THAT MAY 

12TH AGREEMENT. WHICH IS BASICALLY IN FRONT OF YOU 

TODAY. THAT WAS A CAREFULLY CRAFTED AGREEMENT. ALL 

THE SUPPORTERS -- IT DIDN'T REFLECT ANYBODY'S 

INDIVIDUAL PREF FRENS, I CAN TELL YOU THAT, BUT ALL THE 

SUPPORTERS FELT LIKE IT WAS SOMETHING THAT THEY 

COULD LIVE WITH. PRIOR TO MAY 12TH WE DID HAVE A 

PROPOSAL THAT WAS SUPPORTED BY A MAJORITY OF THE 

TASKFORCE, BUT NOT AS LARGE A MAJORITY. BUT THAT 

MAJORITY CONTINUED TO WORK TO COMPROMISE TO 

REACH OUR MAY 12TH DECISION -- MAY 12TH AGREEMENT 

BECAUSE WE HAD AN UNDERSTANDING THAT A BROAD 

CONSENSUS WOULD BE A STRONGER STATEMENT TO THE 

COMMUNITY AND A BETTER THING TO BRING TO YOU. SO 

AFTER MAY 12TH THERE WERE TWEAKS THAT WE MADE TO 

THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL. TWEAKS THAT WERE 

RELAXATIONS OF THE ADOPTED AGREEMENT, SAVE ONE, 

WHICH WAS A CHANGE THAT CONCERNED THE 

COMPOSITION OF THE RECOMMENDED RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

COMMISSION. ORIGINALLY THE AGREEMENT WAS -- 

INCLUDED AN ITEM THAT SAID THAT ALL NINE -- ALL THE 

INDIVIDUALS ON THE COMMISSION WOULD BE RESIDENTIAL 

DESIGN PROFESSIONALS, BUT IN FACT WITH THE MAJORITY 

VOTE OF TASKFORCE MEMBERS, WE CHANGED THAT 

AGREEMENT TO SAY THAT IT WOULD BE FIVE 

PROFESSIONALS AND FOUR CITIZENS AT LARGE. IT WAS IN 

SOME WAYS A GENERAL FRAMEWORK ALTHOUGH IT DID 

INCLUDE A LOT OF DETAILS. AND WE FILLED IN ADDITIONAL 

DETAILS THAT WERE BROUGHT TO US BY THE LAW 

DEPARTMENT WHERE THERE WAS JUST ISSUES THAT HAD 

TO BE WORKED OUT WHEN IT WAS ACTUALLY BEING 

CRAFTED -- THAT WEREN'T IDENTIFIED UNTIL IT WAS 

ACTUALLY CRAFTED INTO ORDINANCE LANGUAGE. SO TO 



REVIEW WHAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU TONIGHT IS THE 

FRAMEWORK OF THE MAY 12TH AGREEMENT WITH SOME 

RELAXATIONS, WITH SOME DETAILS THAT ARE ALL 

SUPPORTED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE TASKFORCE AND A 

MODIFICATION TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION 

THAT WE HAD ORIGINALLY AGREED TO. I THINK THAT ALL 15 

SUPPORTERS OF THE MAY 12TH AGREEMENT INDICATED 

THAT THEY WERE REALLY VERY PLEASED THAT OUR HARD 

WORK PAID OFF IN REACHING THIS BROAD CONSENSUS 

POSITION WHICH WE THOUGHT WE COULD ALL LIVE WITH. 

OKAY. I'M JUST -- I JUST WANT TO TALK BRIEFLY NOW ABOUT 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND FOLLOW-ON EFFORTS 

THAT WE WANT TO SUGGEST TO YOU ALL. IN ADDITION TO 

THE MASSING AND SCALE ISSUES THAT WE ADDRESSED, 

THERE WERE SEVERAL OTHER CRITICAL ITEMS, RELATED 

ITEMS THAT WERE RAISED IN THE PUBLIC HEARINGS IN 

FEBRUARY. AND THAT WE DISCUSSED AS A TASKFORCE. I 

HAVE TO SAY THAT OTHER RELATED ITEMS ALSO CAME TO 

US THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH. ONE, OF 

COURSE, YOU'RE FAMILIAR WITH AND I'M SURE YOU 

REMEMBER FROM FEBRUARY, WAS THE OCCUPANCY ISSUE. 

WE TALKED ABOUT THAT SOME AND CERTAINLY WE 

UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE PROBLEMS THAT THIS IS 

AFFECTING NEIGHBORHOODS NOT ONLY NEAR U.T., BUT WE 

KNOW THAT IT AFFECTS NEIGHBORHOODS ON EVERY SIDE 

OF THE CITY, EAST, SOUTH, NORTH AND WEST, AS WELL AS 

THE CENTRAL CITY. AND THERE ARE PROBLEMS THAT 

INCLUDE HEALTH AND SAFETY PROBLEMS AND AS WELL AS 

QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUES. BUT ON THE OTHER HAND, WE 

KNOW THAT ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE NEEDS TO CONSIDER 

SOME REALLY SERIOUS ISSUES, INCLUDING THE LEGAL 

ASPECTS. WE NEED TO LOOK AT THE ISSUE THAT 

ENFORCEMENT OF OCCUPANCY IS DIFFICULT AT BEST. WE 

NEED TO CAREFULLY CONSIDER IMPACTS OF ANY CHANGE 

TO AN OCCUPANCY LIMIT MIGHT HAVE ON OTHER ELEMENTS 

OF OUR COMMUNITY BESIDES THOSE THAT ARE 

EXPERIENCING THE McDORM PROBLEM AND LOOK AT 

ANYTHING THAT MIGHT HAPPEN -- MIGHT BE INVOLVED WITH 

AFFORDABILITY FOR AFFECTED CITIZENS. SO THE 

TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATION ON THIS ISSUE IS THAT WE 

CONTINUE TO FUNCTION IN SOME MANNER AFTER THE 

RESIDENTIAL REGULATIONS ARE ADOPTED TO ADDRESS THE 



OCCUPANCY ISSUE WITH SOME SERIOUS PUBLIC INPUT TO 

MAKE SURE THAT WE'RE REALLY REACHING OUT TO 

EVERYBODY AND BASICALLY THAT WE WEREN'T ABLE TO 

MAKE THAT HAPPEN IN THE TIME FRAME THAT WE HAD WITH 

ALL THE FOCUS WE HAD ON THE OTHER ISSUES. [ONE 

MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] >>... HE 

AND I ARE DISCUSSING THE IDEA, I THINK THERE'S SOME 

ENTHUSIASM FOR THIS IDEA OF THE AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOODS COUNCIL COLLABORATING WITH THE 

HERITAGE SOCIETY TO DO SOME FUNDRAISING TO COME UP 

WITH SOME GRANTS, ALSO, FOR NEIGHBORHOODS. SO I 

JUST WANTED TO LET YOU ALL KNOW THAT WE ARE GOING 

TO DO OUR PART, WE HOPE THAT YOU CAN DO YOUR PART, 

TOO. IN TERMS OF COMING UP WITH SOME FUNDING 

BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT. THEN 

LASTLY I'M SURE THAT YOU REMEMBER THAT THERE WERE 

MANY, MANY ISSUES RAISED IN FEBRUARY ABOUT 

ENFORCEMENTS OF THE CODE, INTERPRETATION OF THE 

CODE AND THE PROCESS. WE DID HAVE A WORKING GROUP 

DEDICATED TO THAT. IT LOOKED AT ONE OF THE ISSUES 

THAT WAS RAISED, HEIGHT MEASUREMENTS, YOU MIGHT BE 

AWARE OF -- THAT IN MANY INSTANCES AROUND THE CITY, 

WE GET A PROBLEMATIC APPLICATION OF -- OF HEIGHT 

MEASUREMENTS BECAUSE FOLKS ABUSE AN ABILITY TO 

MODIFY AND -- MODIFY THE GRADE SO WE END UP WITH -- 

WITH HEIGHT BEING MEASURED FROM THE TOP OF A SIX 

FOOT PLANTER BOX, WHICH REALLY ISN'T RIGHT. SO WHAT 

YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU HAS A -- HAS A CHANGE TO THE 

HEIGHT MEASURE FOR SINGLE FAMILY, THAT WE CAME UP 

WITH DRAFTING BY CITY STAFF, WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN 

THAT ISSUE FOR A LONG TIME. IT ALSO, WE ALSO RAN KNOW 

THAT THERE WAS TROUBLE WITH THE MODIFICATION AND 

RESTORATION OF NON-COMPLYING STRUCTURES IN THE 

WAY THAT WAS BEING INTERPRETED WITH SOME AMBIGUITY 

IN THE CODE. THE LANGUAGE WAS INAPPROPRIATELY 

ENCOURAGING THE ALLOWANCE OF BUILDINGS TO FALL 

DOWN, FALL INTO DISREPAIR AND ALLOWING FOR 

QUESTIONABLE MODIFICATIONS, SO WE CAME UP WITH A 

RECOMMENDATION, IT'S -- FOR SINGLE FAMILY IT'S ALSO IN 

THE ORDINANCE BEFORE YOU. THE REST OF THAT ON THE 

LIST REALLY ARE -- ARE PROBLEMS THAT WERE IDENTIFIED 

THAT WE HAVE SOME TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS 



FOR, WE HAVE SOME JUST WORKING GROUP 

RECOMMENDATIONS. BUT WE FEEL -- WE HOPE THAT THERE 

WILL BE SOME MECHANISM THAT WILL ALLOW SOME WORK 

TO CONTINUE ON THESE ISSUES BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT 

THOSE THINGS ARE NOT FIXED YET. AND WE HOPE TO BE 

ABLE TO HAVE SOME INPUT ON THAT. OKAY. FINALLY I JUST 

WANT TO SAY THANK YOU I THINK I AM SAFE FOR THANKING 

ALL OF YOU TO ALLOW US TO THE -- TO HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS DRIVEN PROCESS. I 

WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK MY COLLEAGUES ON THE TASK 

FORCE, VASTLY TALENTED COMMITTED GROUP OF 

INDIVIDUALS WITH AN INCREDIBLE BREADTH OF EXPERTISE, 

WHILE THE WORK HAS BEEN CHALLENGING AND AT TIMES 

TIRING, IT'S BEEN DELIGHTFUL TO GET TO KNOW THEM ALL. 

THE CITY STAFF HAS PROVIDED AMAZING SUPPORT, 

ESPECIALLY FROM THE WATERSHED PROTECTION AND 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DEPARTMENT AND NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLANNING AND ZONING. THERE WERE INDIVIDUALS BEHIND 

THE SCENES THAT I WANT TO MENTION, ROBIN -- RYAN 

ROBINSON, WHO WAS JUST AMAZING WITH THE DATA THAT 

HE WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE TO US, NOT JUST DATA, 

ANYTHING WE ASKED FOR IT SEEMED. BUT ALSO 

GEOGRAPHICALLY DISPLAYED DATA WHICH IS A GREAT WAY 

TO BE ABLE TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THINGS ON DIAGRAMS 

INSTEAD OF IN WORD. ALSO I WANT TO MENTION MIKE 

ENGLISH IN THE LAW DEPARTMENT WHO WAS BEHIND THE 

SCENES WORKING TIRELESSLY TO GET THE ORDINANCE 

LANGUAGE RIGHT. THERE WERE ALSO MANY FROM THE CITY 

WHO WERE AT THE TABLE FOR SO MANY OF OUR MEETINGS 

TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. AND I WANT TO THANK THEM FOR 

BEING THERE TO HELP US OUT, INCLUDING MARTY TERRY, 

MARCY MORRISON, LAURA HUFFMAN, JOE PAN TALL I 

DON'TTALIO, AND BREWSTER MCCRACKEN, WE APPRECIATE 

THE SUPPORT THAT YOU PROVIDED. LASTLY TINY BOWIE 

FROM NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AND ZONING WHO WAS AT 

ALL TIMES RESPONSIVE, EVEN IF THAT MEANT SENDING OUT 

AN E-MAIL AT 5:00 A.M., RESPONSIVE EXPERT AND 

DEDICATED IN HER ASSISTANCE TO US, IT WAS AN 

ABSOLUTELY DELIGHT TO WORK WITH HER. [ APPLAUSE ] 

AND WHILE I HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY, I WANTED TO 

CONGRATULATE OUR TWO LEAVING COUNCILMEMBERS, BUT 

I SEE THEY GOT SMART AND THEY ARE TAKING OFF. AGAIN, I 



THINK WE HAVE A COUPLE OF OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 

TASK FORCE HERE THAT WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A FEW 

SHORT COMMENTS. WHAT -- MAYBE I COULD PICK THAT UP 

AFTER THESE GUYS TALK. MICHAEL CASIAS AND THEN 

MELVIN WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK. [ APPLAUSE ] F. [ APPLAUSE ] 

F.  

Mayor Wynn: IF THERE ARE ANY MEMBERS OF THE TASK TAKE 

FORCE HERE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE THEIR TESTIMONY 

BEFORE THE WE GO TO THE CITIZENS SIGNED UP.  

COUNCILMEMBERS, MAYOR, MY NAME IS MICHAEL CASIAS, 

I'M A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE, UNDER OUR RULES 

WITHIN THE TASK FORCE THE TASK FORCE ENCOURAGED 

MEMBERS TO SUBMIT MINORITY REPORTS AT THE END OF 

THE PROCESS IF WE WERE NOT COMPLETELY IN SYNC, 

GENERALLY I BELIEVE THAT AS LAURA MENTIONED WE 

WERE VERY, VERY MUCH IN SYNCH AND VERY CLOSE TO 

BEING A FULL CONSENSUS ON -- OF THE 

RECOMMENDATIONS, ESPECIALLY, YOU KNOW, UP TO AND 

INCLUDING MAY 12th. OF 2006. I KNOW THAT COMMISSIONER 

WRITTEN WILL ALSO BE SPEAKING WITH HIS SPECIFIC 

CONCERNS, I BELIEVE COMMISSIONER MARSHA WILL ALSO 

BE SPEAKING WITH A COUPLE OF CONCERNS. BUT WHAT I 

HAVE DISTRIBUTED IS A -- IS A MINORITY, A WRITTEN 

MINORITY REPORT SUBMITTED BY ME AND JOINED BY 

COMMISSIONERS CLINT SMALL AND SILVER GARZA AND 

DAVID R SCOTT, THE TASK FORCE CO-CHAIR. AND -- AND 

SINCE COUNCIL HAS GRANTED THE TASK FORCE AN 

EXTREME AMOUNT OF DEFERENCE DESPITE SPECIFIC 

CONCERNS FROM OTHER PUBLIC BODIES AND PRIVATE 

CITIZENS TO THE PUBLISHED TASK FORCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS, AND WE THANK YOU FOR THAT, THE 

MEMBERS JOINING THIS REPORT HAVE ATTENDED MOST IF 

NOT ALL BRIEFINGS TO THE -- OF THE BODY, WE 

PARTICIPATED TIRELESSLY WITH EVERYONE ELSE, THE 

FIRST AND FOREMOST I WANT TO THANK THE FELLOW 

COMMISSIONERS FIRST OF ALL, I DON'T VOLUNTEER FOR 

THE MOBILE FOOD VENDOR TASK FORCE IF THAT'S BEING 

RECONSIDERED EVER. IT'S A TESTAMENT TO THE 

COMMITMENT THAT WE ARE HERE AT 12:15 OR 12:00, JUST 

AFTER MIDNIGHT, WE HAVE AT LEAST I WOULD SAY OVER 

HALF OF THE TASK FORCE MEMBERS HERE. WE HAVE WE 



ARE ALL EXHAUSTED. BUT WE JUST ASK THAT YOU LISTEN 

FOR JUST A LITTLE WHILE LONGER. THE MEMBERS JOINING 

THIS MINORITY REPORT HAVE ATTENDED AS I SAID HAVE 

ATTENDED MOST OF THE MEETINGS, WE PARTICIPATED AT 

TASK FORCE MEETINGS TWICE A WEEK, SOMETIMES THREE 

TIMES A WEEK, WE HAVE RAISED ALL OF THE ISSUES 

PRESENTED IN THIS MINORITY REPORT IN MULTIPLE PUBLIC 

FORUMS. THE MEMBERS JOINING THIS MINORITY REPORT 

INCLUDE ONE FORMER NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

PLANNING TEAM PRESIDENT, TWO FORMER BOARD 

COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING THE ZONING AND PLATTING 

COMMISSION, PLANNING COMMISSION, GENTRIFICATION 

TASK FORCE, ONE PRESIDENT OF A COMMUNITY HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION, FOUR 

BUILDERS/DEVELOPERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE 

CERTIFIED AFFORDABLE HOUSING BUILDER AND ALL 

CITIZENS OF THIS GREAT CITY. GENERALLY WE SUPPORT 

THE RECOMMENDATION. WE SUPPORT RESIDENTIAL 

COMPATIBILITY, WE SUPPORT AN ORDINANCE TO 

REASONABLY LIMIT INFILL CONSTRUCTION. WE DISSENT 

FROM THE MAJORITY RECOMMENDATION ONLY AS TO THE 

SUBSTANCE OF THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION AND 

THE MAKE UP OF THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION 

AND THE WAY THAT IT IS BEING PROPOSED IN THE 

ORDINANCE THAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU DATED JUNE 8th. 

AND WE RECOMMEND MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO TWO OF THE 

THREE MAJOR DEVELOPMENT CHANGES THAT WE ARE 

MAKING. WE ALSO IF COUNCIL FEELS THE FEED TO ACT 

QUICKLY, WE ALSO SUGGEST A SINGLE CHANGE TO THE 

INTERIM ORDINANCE TO ALLOW IT TO CONTINUE RATHER 

THAN TO -- TO RUSH APPROVAL OF THIS ORDINANCE I'M 

SEEING AS WE JUST GOT THE FINAL VERSION OR WE JUST 

RECEIVED, WE HAVE BEEN GOING THROUGH DRAFTS 

PROBABLY FOR ONLY ABOUT A WEEK AND A HALF, MAY 25th 

WAS THE FIRST DRAFT WE RECEIVED AND THE TASK FORCE 

HASN'T FULLY VOTED ON THE -- ON THE ACTUAL ORDINANCE 

LANGUAGE. BUT I UNDERSTAND THAT THAT'S TYPICALLY 

NOT THE CASE AND THAT CERTAINLY -- MOST OF THE TIME 

WE SUBMIT POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS BUT -- BUT YOU 

ARE FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO ACTUALLY GET TO SEE 

LANGUAGE AND VOTE ON APPROVED PORTIONS OF THAT 

LANGUAGE INCLUDING THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 



COMMISSION. THE McMANSION TASK FORCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAIN IMPORTANT INITIATIVES AND 

CODE CHANGES AIMED AT SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF BULK 

AND SCALING COMPATIBILITY OF NEW CONSTRUCTION WITH 

EXISTING STRUCTURES. WE HAVE TRIED TO REACH A 

BALANCE OF OUR COLLECTIVE DESIRES TO PRESERVE THE 

CHARACTER OF OLDER NEIGHBORHOODS WHILE BALANCING 

THE NEED AND REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS OF RESIDENTS, 

PROPERTY OWNERS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC WELFARE. 

WITHOUT EXACERBATING PRESSURE ON OUR STORM 

WATER SYSTEM WE JOIN IN SUPPORT OF ALL BUT ONE OF 

THE MAJOR CONCEPTS OF THE MAJORITY 

RECOMMENDATION WHICH IS AT THIS WRITING 14 PAGES 

AND WE RECOMMEND A MORE MEASURED INTRODUCTION 

OF TWO OF THE MAJOR CONCEPTS TO THE RESIDENTIAL 

CODE. WE SUGGEST A SLIGHTLY LESS RESTRICTIVE 

APPROACH IN LIGHT OF THE -- IN LIGHT OF THREE THINGS. 

MOWLTMULTIPLE CHANGED INTRODUCED WITH AN 

EXTREMELY TIGHT STUDY AND ANALYSIS PERIOD. WE HAVE 

ONLY BEEN TOGETHER FOR FOUR MONTHS, ONE OF THOSE 

MONTHS WE SPENT ON THE INTERIM ORDINANCE, THREE 

MONTHS WE HAVE SPENT ON THIS ORDINANCE, WE HAVE 

INTRODUCING A LOT OF STUFF. THE SECOND REASON IS 

THAT WE'VE HAD, NOW THAT THE MAY 12th 

RECOMMENDATION THAT WE SENT OUT TO THE WORLD TO 

GET FEEDBACK ON HAS NOW BEEN REVIEWED BY OTHER 

COMMISSIONERS AND DEPARTMENTS AND THAT REVIEW IS 

INCOMPLETE. OUR ABLE, THE FACT THAT WE CAN ADJUST 

THIS IN SIX MONTHS, VERSUS THE DIFFICULTY OF TRYING TO 

DETERMINE THE SPECIFIC CAUSE, IF THIS ORDINANCE, THE 

ORDINANCE THAT IS BEFORE YOU NOW, THE MAJORITY 

ORDINANCE IS -- IS PASSED. AS I SAID THE SPECIFIC 

CHANGES ARE THESE, AND WHAT WE DO IN THIS MINORITY 

REPORT IS WE EXPLAIN AS LAURA SO ELOQUENTLY PUT IT, 

ON MAY 12th I SUBMITTED THE MOTION. THAT WAS 

SUPPORTED 13 TO ONE I BELIEVE WITH A VERY TIGHTLY 

NEGOTIATED CONSENSUS RECOMMENDATION THAT 

INCLUDED SPECIFIC LANGUAGE FOR A DESIGN REVIEW 

COMMISSION. ESPECIALLY THE -- ESSENTIALLY THE BOTTOM 

LINE IS IN ORDER TO GET THE BUILDING COMMUNITY AND 

THE DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY ON BOARD WITH THIS, 

WHICH GENERALLY WE STILL ARE 90% ON BOARD, WE -- IN 



ORDER TO GET THEM TO AGREE TO MUCH STRICTER LIMITS 

IN THE BUILDING ENVELOPE AND THE FAR THAN CERTAINLY 

THE TWO OPPOSING POSITIONS STARTED OUT AT, OR TWO 

DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES STARTED OUT AT, WE NEEDED TO 

HAVE AN EASY 25% INCREASE AVAILABLE THROUGH A NON--- 

AN APOLITICAL BODY OR EVEN ADMINISTRATIVELY. SO 

THERE ARE THREE REASONS WHY WE HAVE EVOLVED AND I 

DON'T KNOW, YOU CAN ASK ME QUESTIONS IF YOU WANT TO 

GET INTO THAT. BUT BASICALLY THE THREE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ARE THESE, DO NOT CREATE A 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION AS PROPOSED, MODIFY 

THE MAXIMUM FLOOR TO AREA RATIO. IN ABSENCE OF A 

DESIGN COMMISSION WE JUST ASK THAT YOU -- THAT YOU 

BECOME -- YOU GO INTO THIS MAJOR OVERHAUL IN A 

SLIGHTLY LESS RESTRICTIVE WAY BY MODIFYING THE 

FLOOR TO AREA RATIO FROM POINT 4 TO POINT 5, BY 

MODIFYING THE BUILDING HEIGHT FROM 15 FEET TO 17 

FEET. WE THINK THAT THIS ENTIRE RECOMMENDATION EVEN 

WITH OUR MINORITY ADDITIONS ADDRESSES THE MAJORITY 

OF THE COMPLAINTS. IN FACT IF YOU SHOW, IF WE SEE THE 

PICTURE UP BEHIND YOU, THIS IS THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN A SET BACK ENVELOPE AT 15 FEET AND A 

SETBACK ENVELOPE STARTING AT 17 FEET IN THE 

PROPERTY LINES. WE STILL GET RID OF OR AT LEAST MAKE 

IT VERY DIFFICULT TO DO THESE TYPES -- THIS TYPE OF 

HOUSING. THAT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 32-FOOT HEIGHT 

LIMIT MAKES -- WILL MAKE A MAJOR DENT. IF IT'S NOT KNEW, 

IF THERE ARE STILL COMPLAINTS. IN SIX MONTHS WHEN WE 

STUDY WE CAN TWEAK IT DOWN. JUST A COUPLE OF FINAL 

POINTS. [BUZZER SOUNDING] AMONG THOSE JOINING IN THIS 

REPORT, ARE THE [INDISCERNIBLE] AS TASK FORCE 

MEMBERS WE HAVE WORKED TO BRING A LARGER 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE BUILDING COMMUNITY TO THE TABLE 

IN SUPPORT OF MOST OF THESE TASK FORCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS, WE HOPE THAT WE HAVE EXPLAINED 

WHY WE NOW FAVOR A SLIGHTLY MORE GRADUAL 

TRANSITION TO A COMPLETELY NEW MANNER OF 

REGULATED SINGLE FAMILY LOTS IN AUSTIN, WHICH IS 

AIMED AT CURTAILING EXTREMELY BULKY, TRULY OUT OF 

SCALE STRUCTURES BUT WITH PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY 

FOR ADJUSTING IN SIX MONTHS. PLEASE READ THE 

MINORITY REPORT IF IT'S LONGER THAN MY -- IT'S LONGER 



THAN MY COMMENTS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. ANY QUESTIONS? [APPLAUSE]  

Mayor Wynn: WELCOME. COUNCIL WELCOMES ANY MEMBER 

OF THE TASK FORCE TO GIVE US --  

I HAVE A FEW COMMENTS TO FOLLOW UP. I AGREE WITH THE 

REPORT PUT FORWARD BY MIKE CASIAS AND I WAS IN 

FAVOR, IN FACT ONE OF THE FIRST ONES TO SPEAK OUT AT 

THE MAY 12th MEETING CONGRATULATING EVERYONE 

INVOLVED THAT WE WERE ABLE TO COME TOGETHER. WE 

VOTED ON MAY 12th, ON A SET OF IDEAS. THAT WE THEN 

ASKED -- ASKED MARTY AND HER STAFF TO TAKE AND 

DRAFT INTO LANGUAGE THAT WE WOULD THEN BEGIN TO 

LOOK AT AND TO REVIEW. THAT LANGUAGE HAS EVOLVED 

MEETING TO MEETING TO MEETING AND AS YOU SEE IN 

FRONT OF YOU, THE LAST SET CAME OUT THIS AFTERNOON. 

THE TASK FORCE HAS NOT FORMALLY ADOPTED THAT 

LANGUAGE, WE HAVEN'T HAD THE OPPORTUNITY. I'M PARTLY 

TO BLAME, I WAS UNABLE TO GET TO THE MEETING ON 

WEDNESDAY FOR A QUORUM. I WANTED TO TALK, THOUGH, 

ALL THAT BEING SAID, I WANTED TO TALK ABOUT THE 

PROCESS THAT WE HAVE GONE THROUGH A LITTLE BIT AND 

-- AND TRY TO SHOW SOME FLAWS MAYBE THAT WE'VE -- 

WE'VE HAD TO DEAL WITH AND TRY TO ASK FOR A LITTLE 

FURTHER HELP FROM COUNCIL. THE GREEN SPACE AND 

OPEN SPACE, QUALITY OF LIFE IN AUSTIN, TO MAINTAIN A 

HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE IS WHY WE ARE ALL ACTIVE IN THIS 

COMMUNITY. WE WANT TO SEE AUSTIN MAINTAIN THE 

APPEAL AND LIFESTYLE THAT MAKES IT SUCH A WONDERFUL 

CITY WHERE WE CAN RAISE OUR FAMILIES. THAT BEING SAID 

THE IMPETUS FOR THIS ORDINANCE IN FRONT OF YOU 

TONIGHT TO PROTECT BY SHARING THAT THE NOW URBAN 

CORE IS NOT OVERRUN WITH NEW HOUSE THANK IS LARGER 

IN SIZE THAN PREVIOUSLY EXISTING HOUSING. NOW I AGREE 

WITH THIS PREMISE, HOWEVER, I THINK THE DRAFT IN 

FRONT OF YOU IS COMPREHENSIVE, SENSITIVE ENOUGH, 

EACH LOCATED IN THE URBAN CORE IS BUILT OUT IN 

DIFFERENT AREAS, DIFFERENTLY REGULATORY CONTROLS. 

MY GRANDFATHER USED TO SELL ME STORIES, WE USED TO 

WORK AT A DAIRY FARM LOCATED IN TEARY TOWN, ON THE 

CORNER OF 35th AND EXPOSITION. MY FATHER USED TO BE 



BIRD HUNTING IN WHAT IS NOW ALLENDALE. THOSE CORE 

AREAS TO US AT ONE TIME IN GENERATIONS THAT WE ARE 

STILL IN TOUCH WITH, WERE -- WERE FARMLANDS AND 

UNOCCUPIED SPACES AND NOW THEY ARE -- THEY ARE 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS WE ARE 

DEALING WITH. LOT SIZES, TYPES OF HOUSING DIFFERENT 

FROM ONE NEIGHBORHOOD TO ANOTHER, YET THIS 

ORDINANCE AFFECTS ALL OF THESE NEIGHBORHOODS IN 

THE -- IT WOULDN'T BE FAR TO STRETCH TO THINK THAT IF I 

WAS 20 YEARS FROM NOW, THE UNIQUENESS THAT 

EVERYONE APPRECIATES MAY BE LOST BECAUSE BUILDING 

RESTRICTIONS FOUND IN THE DRAFT ORDINANCE WILL NOT 

ALLOW FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF NEIGHBORHOOD 

INDIVIDUAL ITY. HOMEOWNERS WANT TO MAXIMIZE THE 

MOST VALUABLE ASSETS, BE FORCED TO BUILD HOMES IN 

SIMILAR STRUCTURE BECAUSE THE OF INFLECTIONIBILITY 

OF THE ORDINANCE. CHRIS ALLEN WORKED TIRELESSLY TO 

SHOW US DIFFERENT WAYS, THERE ARE CERTAINLY 

DIFFERENT WAYS, THEY WORK TO BUILD HOUSES. 

HOWEVER, MAXIMUMIZATION OF THAT LOT FOR A HOUSE, 

YOU LIMIT THAT ABILITY IN YOUR -- IN MY OPINION, YOU WILL 

ULTIMATELY COME BACK WITH -- WITH VERY SIMILAR BUILT 

TYPE OF HOUSES. EARLY ON IN OUR TASK FORCE 

MEETINGS, COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN BROUGHT IN A 

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT TO SPEAK WITH US ABOUT 

THE ISSUES THAT WE WOULD BE FACING ON THIS PROBLEM. 

CONSULTED AS BEEN COMMISSIONED BY SEVERAL OTHER 

CITIES THAT HAVE TRIED TO TACKLE THIS SAME ISSUE, THIS 

COMPANY GOES ABOUT THE PROCESS TYPICALLY MORE 

THAN WE DID. TYPICALLY THEY SPEND 18 TO 24 MONTHS 

RESEARCHING ISSUES ON A NEIGHBORHOOD SUBJECT 

LEVEL. STUDY THE HISTORIES AND CRAFT A PLAN, 

INCORPORATE STATED OBJECTIVES WHILE PRESERVING 

EACH COMMUNITIES UNIQUENESS AND QUALITIES. CITY OF 

AUSTIN FOLLOWED A DIFFERENT PATH. YOU ALL APPOINTED 

A GROUP OF CONCERNED CITIZENS, EACH WITH OUR OWN 

BIAS TO VOLUNTEER GRANTED OUR SPARE TIME TO 

RESEARCH THIS ISSUE AND COME UP WITH A 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. YOU ALSO GAVE US THREE MONTHS 

TO ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL. WHILE TASK FORCE HAS DONE 

OUR BEST CONSIDERING THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I BELIEVE 

THAT THE DRAFT ORDINANCE IN FRONT OF YOU HAS NOT 



BEEN FULLY RESEARCHED TO TEST IT. MORE IMPORTANTLY 

IT HAS NOT BEEN FORMALLY ADOPTED BY OUR TASK FORCE 

AND IN MY OPINION WE COMPLAINT BE CERTAIN OF THE 

UNANTICIPATED AND UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES MIGHT 

BE. THIS IS A -- AN IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT DEMANDS 

DEVELOPMENT THROUGH A COMPREHENSIVE PROCESS, 

THE PROCESS IS TO INCLUDE UNBIASED PROFESSIONALS 

WHO WILL EVALUATE THE NEEDS OF EACH NEIGHBORHOOD 

AS WELL AS THE CITY AS A WHOLE. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL 

TAKE A MINUTE TO REALIZE THERE'S STILL MANY 

UNRESOLVED ISSUES AND IDEAS AND THAT THERE'S STILL 

NO FORMAL CONSENSUS FROM EITHER THE TASK FORCE OR 

THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE. I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST 

THAT YOU REQUEST THE CITY MANAGER TO HIRE A 

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT TO REVIEW THIS ISSUE. IN THE 

INTERIM I SUGGEST THAT YOU ADOPT WHAT IS OUTLINED IN 

THE MINORITY REPORT PUT FORWARD BY MICHAEL. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR TIME, PLEASE GIVE US THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO CONTINUE TO LOOK AT THIS OVER THE NEXT PERIOD OF 

TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, ANY QUESTIONS? [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: BEFORE WE GO TO THE GENERAL CITIZENS 

COMMENT, ANY TASK FORCE MEMBERS THAT WOULD LIKE 

TO ADDRESS US?  

MY NAME IS DOUG MARSHA, THE PAST PRESIDENT OF 

[INDISCERNIBLE] AND I SAT ON THE FRORS. I JUST -- IT'S 

BEEN AN INTERESTING EVENING TALKING TO FOLKS IN THE 

LOBBY AND PARTICIPATING IN THIS PROCESS. I SIGNED UP 

TO SPEAK NOT FOR OR AGAINST BUT RATHER NEUTRAL. THE 

REASON IS DURING THE PROCESS THERE WERE ISSUES 

THAT CAME UP THAT I VOTED FOR AND ISSUES THAT I VOTED 

AGAINST. AND I SUPPORT THE INTENTION AND OUR 

ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS THE INTENTION OF THE TASK 

FORCE TO LIMIT THE ABUSES THAT OCCURRED AND WE 

JUST HAVE SOME CONCERNS, I JUST WANTED TO EXPRESS 

THOSE. OUR MAIN CONCERNS ARE THE DESIGN 

COMMISSION THAT IS IN THE ORDINANCE. THE WAY IT HAS -- 

IT HAS -- HAS FORMULATED WITH FOUR PRIVATE CITIZENS, 

WE JUST FEEL THAT THAT IS NOT GOING TO WORK BECAUSE 

THESE PRIVATE CITIZENS ARE NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO 



PROVIDE THE EXPERTISE NEEDED TO -- TO QUALIFY 

STRUCTURES TO DESIGN. THERE'S NO WAY THAT THEY 

COULD DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY HAVE THE SKILLS SO I 

DON'T SEE HOW THEY CAN SERVE IN THAT CAPACITY AND I 

WOULD SUPPORT RATHER ALL PROFESSIONALS ON THE 

COMMISSION. THE EFFECTIVE DATE THAT'S BEEN PROPOSED 

OF AUGUST THE 15th, WE WOULD PREFER TO SEE THE -- THE 

STAFF IN PLACE PRIOR TO AN EFFECTIVE DATE. BECAUSE 

THERE ARE POSSIBLE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES TO 

THIS ORDINANCE. WITHOUT THE STAFF IN PLACE TO HANDLE 

IT, I'M NOT SURE WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN FOR THE 

CITIZENS GOING FOR PERMITS ON THE PROJECTS OR FOR 

INSPECTIONS, FOR PLAN REVIEW. CURRENTLY, THE -- THE 

CITY STAFF IS EXPERIENCING FALLING SHORT OF THEIR 

TIME GOALS FOR -- FOR REVIEW, INSPECTION, AND PERMITS. 

AND THIS IS A BIG CONCERN TO US IN OUR BUSINESSES 

CURRENTLY WHEN WE CALL FOR INSPECTIONS NOW WHEN 

WE GO FOR PERMS NOW. WHEN WE GO FOR PLAN REVIEW. 

AND WITH THE 14 PAGES THAT ARE PROPOSED, WE ARE 

ANTICIPATING FURTHER DELAYS. AND THIS IS A -- IT'S AN 

IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THIS ORDINANCE. WE FEEL THAT 

RATHER THAN VIEWING THE ORDINANCE AS BEING -- AS 

BEING AN INDEPENDENT ITEM, THE OTHER ITEM THAT IS -- 

THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT IS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF IT 

AND I ACKNOWLEDGE THE -- THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE 

TASK FORCE, I JUST WOULD LIKE TO -- TO -- TO ASK THE 

COUNCIL TO STRONGLY URGE THE COUNCIL TO BE AWARE 

OF -- OF STAFF SHORTFALLS. SO -- SO -- SO THE MAIN ISSUE 

FOR ME IS IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ORDINANCE AND I 

HOPE THAT THE COUNCIL WILL LOOK INTO THE PROPER 

STAFFING TO HANDLE THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES IN 

TERMS OF THE DELAYS WITH PERMITS AND PLAN REVIEW 

AND INSPECTIONS. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

GOOD AFTERNOON, GOOD MORNING, COUNCILMEMBERS. 

WELL, I'M A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE, I THINK IN TERMS I 

WANT TO THANK CLINTON FOR BEING HERE. HE'S ABOUT 

READY TO BECOME A FATHER AGAIN, SOMETIME THIS 

MORNING. FOURTH GENERATION. I HAD A CHANCE TO MEET 

HIS GRANDFATHER, HIS FATHER, CLINT AND HOPEFULLY I 

COULD MEET THE LITTLE ONE WHO COMES ABOUT 

SOMETIME THIS MORNING. I WANT TO SPEAK TOWARD THE 



ISSUE, I SUPPORT THE -- THE TASK FORCE CAN RECOGNIZE 

THAT IT'S NOT A PERFECT PROCESS. AND I THINK IN TERMS 

OF -- I HAVE BEEN A DEVELOPER, LINKS DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION, WE BUILD HOUSES WEST OF AUSTIN AND 

HAD TO -- HAD THE KISS OF DEATH WHEN -- BACK IN THE 80s 

WHEN WE WERE NAMED THE -- WAS IT THE SHOW OF HOMES 

HOUSE. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THIS THAT -- THAT -- THAT 

EACH TIME YOU HEAR THE WORDS THAT -- THAT SOMEONE 

SAYS AFFORDABLE, I THINK COUNCIL NEEDS TO BEGIN TO 

REALIZE THAT -- THAT AFFORDABILITY IS -- IS AN EAST 

AUSTIN OR SOUTHEAST AUSTINITE MAYOR. BECAUSE I'M 

GOING TO SHOW YOU PART OF WHAT IS -- WHAT IS 

HAPPENING THERE. I HAD TO -- I HAD THE DUBIOUS JOB OF 

REPRESENTING THE DIFFERENT NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATIONS IN EAST AUSTIN. ONE OF THE PERSON'S OUT 

OF THE CHESTNUT HILL ASKED ME TO STEP IN. I HAD THE 

DUBIOUS THING OF HAVING DONE THE -- THE CITIZENS 

PLANNING WITH GENE MATHER AND THEN AT ONE TIME ON 

THE SECTOR PLANNING, YOU KNOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN 

HERE A LONG TIME WHEN YOU GO BACK 20 PLUS YEARS, 

EVEN BACK TO THE UNION NATURED WAY PLAN TAKES DONE 

BACK IN THE 80s. THE THING THAT I WOULD LIKE TO BRING 

THE ATTENTION IS THAT -- IS THAT HOUSING EQUALS THINGS 

SUCH AS SCHOOLS, SCHOOL PERFORMANCE, HOUSING 

EQUALS -- TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING EQUALS A LOT. YOU 

ARE SITTING HERE AT THE COUNCIL, BEAUTIFUL FACILITY, 

THIS IS AN URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT. BUT THERE'S BEEN 

NO URBAN RENEWAL APPLICATION TO THIS DISTRICT SO AS 

A RESULT YOU HAVE VERY LITTLE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

DOWNTOWN, YET THIS LAND THAT WE ARE ON RIGHT NOW 

CAME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF THE FACT THAT FREEDMAN 

PUT SOME MONEY IN HIS PARTICULAR COUNCIL ASIDE FOR 

THIS PURCHASE BILLED AS A RESULT OF URBAN RENEWAL. 

WHEN YOU START TALKING ABOUT AFFORDABILITY IT SEEMS 

THAT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION IT MEANS ONE THING. 

TO THE PERSONS DEVELOPMENT IT MEANS ANOTHER THING. 

TO THE COMMUNITY IT MEANS SOMETHING ELSE ALL 

ENTIRELY. I THINK IN TERMS THAT -- THAT WHEN YOU START 

TALKING ABOUT AFFORDABILITY YOU START TALKING ABOUT 

DEVELOPMENT AS IT RELATES TO EAST -- SOUTHEAST 

AUSTIN, POCKETS OF -- SUCH AS SAINT JOHN'S AND OTHERS, 

ONE HAS TO BEGIN TO -- TO RESTATE THAT IN A DIFFERENT 



WAY. BECAUSE WHAT AFFORDABILITY MEANS IN THE EAST 

SIDE IS TO -- IS THE REINFORCEMENT OF THE 1928 PLAN 

THAT SEGREGATED THE CITY. AND SO AS A RESULT OF THAT 

WE HAVE PLACED MOST OF THE PUBLIC HOUSING, MOST OF 

THE DEVELOPMENT THAT WE CALL -- THAT WE CALL 

AFFORDABLE MEANING THE TAX CREDIT, THE BOND 

PROPERTIES, WE LOOK AT -- AT THE -- HOUSING FINANCE 

CORPORATION FINANCE, ALL OF IT FOR THE MOST PART HAS 

BEEN EAST, SOUTHEAST, SAINT JOHN'S, THE GOVALLE, 

THOSE AREAS. WHEN YOU START TALKING ABOUT I'M GOING 

TO BUILD SUCH IN TODAY'S LANGUAGE, DUPLEXES I HAVE 

FORGOTTEN ABOUT THE INTERREGIONAL APARTMENTS HAS 

WE HAD TO TEAR DOWN THAT WERE CRIME INFESTED. SO 

WE ARE -- WE ARE LOOKING AT IT DIFFERENTLY. SO I THINK 

THAT ONE WE NEED TO COME UP WITH A BUDGET AMOUNT 

TO LOOK AT THE AFFORDABILITY ISSUE AS IT RELATES TO -- 

TO THE EAST, SOUTHEAST, THOSE PARTS AND POCKETS OF 

TOWN. WE NEED TO LOOK AT THE FAIR HOUSING ACT. 

REMEMBER AUSTIN WAS LATE IN ADOPTING THAT FAIR 

HOUSING ACT, IT NEVER IMPLEMENTED THAT IN THE WEST, 

NORTHWEST, AND OTHER PARTS OF THIS -- OF -- OF AUSTIN. 

IT NEVER IMPLEMENTED THAT. IT FOLLOWS THE SAME 

PATTERN THAT AUSTIN NEVER ACCEPTED AND ADOPTED 

THE EQUITY REPORT BECAUSE IT MADE STATEMENTS THAT 

TOOK IT AWAY FROM WHAT IS IN YOUR CONSOLIDATED FIVE 

YEAR MASTER PLAN. SO I THINK IN TERMS OF WHAT YOU -- 

WHEN YOU START TALKING ABOUT AFFORDABILITY, YOU 

START LOOKING AT AFFORDABILITY, YOU NEED TO HAVE 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR WHAT IS THE -- BEING 

DEVELOPED AS THEY SAY IN EAST AND SOUTHEAST AUSTIN. 

AFFORDABILITY COULD MEAN THE DIFFERENT COLORS OF 

HOUSES AND PROPERTIES IN THE EAST. IF YOU WANT TO 

KNOW WHAT'S AFFORDABLE, SMART, LOOKS LIKE IT'S 

SOMETHING THAT PEOPLE MIGHT WANT TO LIVE IN, LET'S GO 

OVER AND LOOK AT EAST AUSTIN BECAUSE THERE'S GOING 

TO BE COLOR, GREEN, PURPLE, SOME COLOR STICKING OUT 

IN THE MIDDLE OF A BLOCK. NEIGHBORHOODS NEED TO 

DRIVE WHAT THEY BELIEVE AND WHAT THEY WANT IS 

AFFORDABLE. THAT'S THE REASON WHY I'M HERE. BECAUSE 

NEIGHBORHOODS NEED TO BE ABLE TO TAKE UP OR DOWN 

THE REQUIREMENTS. IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY FEEL THAT 

THEY WANT LESS IN TERMS OF DUPLEXES, THEY NEED TO 



BE ABLE TO THAT DOWN. TAKE THAT DOWN. IF THEY FEEL 

THEY WANT MORE, THEY NEED TO BE ABLE TO TAKE THAT 

UP. ESPECIALLY WHEN I'M GETTING IN THE EASTERN 

SECTOR OF AUSTIN, THEY NEED A LOT OF HELP, THEY NEED 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT, THEY NEED THE ABILITY TO HAVE AN 

ARCHITECT. THEY NEED THE ABILITY TO HAVE AN ENGINEER, 

THEY NEED THE ABILITY TO HAVE SOMEONE TO BE ABLE TO 

RUN THE NUMBERS. WE MADE THAT RECOMMENDATION IN 

THE CITIZENS PLANNING PROCESS, PUTTING 

NEIGHBORHOODS ON PARITY. WHEN YOU START TALKING 

ABOUT AFFORDABLY, I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE LOOK 

AT WHAT HAS HISTORICALLY EVOLVED AS QUOTE UNQUOTE 

AFFORDABILITY IN THIS MAP. WHAT THIS MAP SHOWS IS 

WHERE ALL OF FOR THE MOST PART THE -- THE 

AFFORDABILITY OR LOW INCOME DEVELOPMENTS THAT 

HAVE OCCURRED. SHOWS IT BY COLOR CODE, PRODUCED 

BY THE CITY. IT DOES NOT HAVE IN IT THE TAX CREDIT 

PROPERTIES NOR THE BOND PACKAGE, BOND PROPERTIES, 

WHICH I KNOW WHEN I WAS A -- IN THE HOUSING AND 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS WE RAN THE MAP AND SHOWED THEM 

IN EAST, IN THE SAME AREA. SO WHEN YOU LOOK AT WHAT 

YOU ARE DESIGNED, IT'S ALL OF THIS IN THE SOUTH 

GROWING UP IN THE EAST, LOOK YOU DON'T HAVE IT IN THE 

WEST. FROM A FAIR HOUSING POINT OF VIEW, WE NEVER 

ADDRESSED THAT ISSUE. FROM A POINT OF VIEW OF WHERE 

WE PLACED IT, IT SHOULDN'T BE A SURPRISE THAT WE ALSO 

HAVE THE -- HAVE THE POORER SCHOOLS IN THAT AREA. IT 

SHOULDN'T BE A SURPRISE THAT WE ALSO HAVE THE CRIME 

IN THAT AREA. SHOULDN'T BE A SURPRISE THAT WE ALSO 

HAVE THE HIGH LEVEL OF H.I.V. AND OTHER KINDS OF 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN THAT AREA. BECAUSE WE 

HAVE STACKED UP JUST LIKE THE 1928 PLAN REQUESTED US 

TO DO, PLACED ALL THAT WE CONSIDER TO BE AFFORDABLE 

IN THE SAME AREA OF TOWN IN OUR CONSOLIDATED PLAN 

THAT YOU HAVE NOW PUTS THE SAME PRESSURE ON THE 

COMMUNITY. SO WHEN YOU STARTED LOOKING AT THIS AND 

YOU MAKE SURE THAT AS YOU WALK THROUGH IT I WOULD 

LIKE TO MAKE THE RECOMMENDATION THAT THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN, THE NEIGHBORHOODS WILL HAVE TO 

COME TOGETHER, THEY WILL NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE AND 

FUNDING TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PUT THEM ON PARITIES, 

THOSE ACROSS AUSTIN, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE EAST, 



TO COME UP WITH REAL COMPREHENSIVE NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLANS THAT WILL ALLOW FOR THE DEVELOPMENT TO MOVE 

FORWARD. IN OTHER WORDS, WE MAKE THE 

RECOMMENDATION, IT'S INSIDE THERE, IT'S INSIDE YOUR 

RECOMMENDATION IN TERMS OF ORDINANCE, BUT I WANTED 

TO BRING EMPHASIS TO THE FACT THAT THIS IS WHAT YOU 

LOOK AT THAT'S AFFORDABLE. WHICH MEANS THAT WE 

HAVE -- WE ARE FOLLOWING AGAIN THE MOST SEGREGATED 

PLAN IN THE COUNTRY AND WE ARE DOING A GOOD JOB AT 

IT. I THINK IF YOU DON'T ADDRESS THAT ISSUE THEM, A GUY 

GOES OUT AND BUILDS A DUPLEX IN CENTRAL EAST AUSTIN 

AND THEY MAY NOT, AN UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES IS 

THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SAME. HIGH CRIME, IMPACT ON 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD. AND THE THING THAT YOU ARE 

ALLOWING ALSO IN EAST AUSTIN IS SOMEONE TO TAKE A 

PROPERTY OFF THE TAX ROLLS, BUILD SOME UNITS AND 

THEN TURN AROUND AND HAVE -- HAVE A -- SOME UNITS 

FACING ALLEYS VERSUS STREETS. THAT'S BEING ALLOWED 

ON THE PRESENT. I WANTED TO BRING THE CITY ATTENTION 

AND AS I SAY IF WE CONTINUE IN THE SAME VEIN, WE WILL 

HAVE THE SAME THING UNLESS BEGIN TO MAKE CHANGE. SO 

AGAIN I SUPPORT THE PLAN, ALSO WHAT CLINT WAS SAYING, 

THERE NEEDS TO BE FURTHER STUDY. BUT THAT FURTHER 

STUDY NEEDS TO INCLUDE THE ISSUE OF AFFORDABILITY 

BECAUSE WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT, NUMBER ONE, WE 

IMPACT PROPERTY IN THE APPROPRIATE WAY, AND WE 

MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR PEOPLE TO UTILIZE THEIR 

PROPERTIES, BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE MAKE IT POSSIBLE 

FOR IT TO BE FAIR AND EQUITABLE. I THINK THAT'S WHAT WE 

SHOULD GO ON. I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND 

ATTENTION. [ APPLAUSE ]  

McCracken: I JUST WANTED TO ENTERTAIN THE MAJORITY, 

THE TASK FORCE MAJORITY ANY COMMENTS ON ANY OF THE 

PRESENTATIONS THAT WERE MADE?  

ACTUALLY I WANT TO FIRST PROVIDE A CORRECTION TO 

ONE OF OUR SLIDES. THE APPLICATION OF OUR 

RECOMMENDATION IS TO CERTAIN SF USES NOT TO 

DISTRICTS. I INDICATED IT WAS SF 2 SF 3, THAT'S 

SOMETHING THAT WE GOT CLARIFIED IN WORKING WITH THE 

LAW DEPARTMENT AND WE DIDN'T GET OUR SLIDES. IT WAS 

SO IT JUST APPLIES TO SINGLE FAMILY, TWO FAMILY 



RESIDENTIAL AND DUPLEX COTTAGE LOTS AND THINGS LIKE 

THAT. NOT SPECIFICALLY BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME 

THINGS IN SF DISTRICTS THAT -- THAT [INDISCERNIBLE] MY 

UNDERSTANDING. YES, I WOULD APPRECIATE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO A COUPLE OF COMMENTS, 

FIRST I WANT TO MENTION THAT I'M SORRY THAT THE PHOTO 

IS GONE, BUT THE ENVELOPE THAT WAS DRAWN I HAVE TO -- 

I HAVE TO -- SORRY TO SAY THAT MICHAEL SR. IS NOT AAS 

DEPARTMENT AT DRAWING AS CHRIS ALLEN, THE EMBLEM IT 

WASN'T 15 FEET HIGH, I WANTED TO POINT THAT OUT. AS I 

MENTIONED BEFORE, THE ORDINANCE YOU ARE 

CONSIDERING TONIGHT REFLECT THE AGREEMENTS 

SUPPORTED BY 15 MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE ON THE 

MAY 12th AND MICHAELMIKE CASIAS SUBMITTED THAT 

REPORT TO YOU. I WANT TO TALK ABOUT A COUPLE OF KEY 

POINTS. NUMBER ONE SUGGESTS INCREASES IN TWO OF 

THE PARAMETERS THAT WE HAVE RECOMMENDED. IT 

SUGGEST A .5 RATHER THAN .4 FAR AND A 17-FOOT HEIGHT 

INSTEAD OF 15-FOOT HEIGHT. THROUGH OUR ELEVATIONS 

AND MODELING WE DETERMINED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 

AN ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION IN SOFNLG THE COMPATIBILITY 

PROBLEM. THE TEST CASES THAT WE HAVE LOOKED AT 

THAT WERE CLEARLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH BE ALLOWED 

WITH A .5 FAR AND A 17-FOOT HEIGHT ENVELOPE. THOSE 

NUMBERS ARE TOO HIGH. THOSE VALUES ARE ABSOLUTELY 

NON-STARTERS FOR A GOOD NUMBER OF SUPPORTERS OF 

THE -- OF THE MAY 12th AGREEMENT. AS I MENTIONED, WE 

HAVE THE MAJORITY SUPPORT FOR A STRICTER PROPOSAL 

FOR -- PRIOR TO OUR MAY 12th AGREEMENT AND IN GOING 

FROM THAT EARLIER PROPOSAL TO THE MAY 12th VOTE 

THERE WAS SIGNIFICANT COMPROMISES MADE FOR 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EARLIER PROPOSAL ONE OF THE MAIN 

DIFFICULT THINGS TO GIVE UP WAS AN ASPECT OF HAVING 

TO LEAVE OUT THE EXTREMELYLY CREATIVE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER COVER APPROACH DEVELOPED BY OUR WORKING 

GROUP IN CONJUNCTION WORKING VERY CLOSELY WITH 

WATERSHED PROTECTION DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW 

FOLKS. THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN A WAY TO HELP MITIGATE 

NUISANCE FLOODING THAT YOU ALL HEARD SO MUCH 

ABOUT IN FEBRUARY DURING THE HEARINGS. BUT THE 

INCLUSION OF THIS CONCEPT WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO -- TO 

THE DEVELOPER COMMUNITY AND IT WAS A DEAL BREAKER. 



SO IT DIDN'T MAKE IT INTO THE MAY 12th AGREEMENT. IN 

ADDITION PRIOR TO MAY 12th THERE WAS VERY STRONG 

SUPPORT AMONG THAT MAJORITY, THAT EARLIER MAJORITY 

OF A 13-FOOT HEIGHT OF PROPERTY LINE. AND WE WERE 

WILLING TO MOVE TO THE 15-FOOT LEVEL BECAUSE WE 

THEN INCORPORATED THE IDEA OF ARTICULATION SO THAT 

WE WOULDN'T GET THE BILLBOARD EFFECT, ALTHOUGH 

THERE WAS A LOT OF DISCOMFORT AND CONCERN ABOUT 

BUILDINGS THAT HIGH. SO IT WAS READILY RECOGNIZED 

THAT WE WOULD ALL GO TO THE EDGE OF OUR COMFORT 

ZONES IN WHAT IS RIGHT FOR THE CITY TO ROACH A 

CONSENSUS. BUT NOW IT APPEARS THERE'S A DESIRE TO 

REOPEN THAT DISCUSSION BY BRINGING UP THESE HIGHER 

NUMBERS. ANOTHER ISSUE THAT WAS RAISED IS THE 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION. WITH THE SUGGESTION 

THAT IT BE REMOVED COMPLETELY IN THE SOLUTION. 

FRANKLY I'M A BIT DUMBFOUNDED BY THAT SUGGESTION 

BECAUSE THIS WAS A SAFETY VALVE AGREED TO AS A 

POSITIVE ASPECT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY. SO I 

DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY THEY WANT TO REMOVE AN 

ELEMENT OF FLEXIBILITY FOR BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS 

THAT HAVE BEEN BUILT INTO THE SYSTEM. THEY HAVE ALSO 

RAISED THE ISSUE OF THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

COMMISSION. I WANT TO EXPLAIN THAT THE CHANGE FROM 

THE EARLIER AGREEMENT TO INCLUDE CITIZENS AT LARGE 

WAS OFFERED BY -- FOR CONSIDERATION BY CITY STAFF 

AFTER OUR MAY 12th AGREEMENT. BECAUSE THAT IS 

APPARENTLY A STANDARD APPROACH TO TAKE 

COMMISSIONS IN OUR CITY TO INCLUDE CITIZENS AT LARGE. 

IT MAKES GOOD SENSE, SINCE THE -- THE REAL 

CONSIDERATIONS THAT NEED TO BE MADE ARE NOT ABOUT 

THE DESIGN, BUT ABOUT COMPATIBILITY. I HAVE A FEELING 

THAT YOU ALL MIGHT WANT YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A 

DESIGN PROFESSIONAL TO LOOK AT A HOUSE AND GET 

SOME CLUE AS TO WHETHER IT'S COMPATIBLE OR NOT. SO 

IN FACT I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT IT'S -- WOULD NOT 

BE APPROPRIATE FOR DESIGN [INDISCERNIBLE] BECAUSE 

WE ARE OPPOSED TO IMPOSING DESIGN AND STYLE 

THROUGH THESE REGULATIONS. I SHOULD ALSO NOTE THAT 

ONE COMMENT MADE BY A PLANNING COMMISSIONER AT 

OUR HEARING THIS WEEK SUGGESTED THAT ACTUALLY 

FINDING NINE DESIGN PROFESSIONALS TO SERVE ON A 



COMMISSION MIGHT BE INFEASIBLE. AND I WOULD ALSO LIKE 

TO NOTE THAT THIS CHANGE TO INCLUDE CITIZENS ON THE 

COMMISSION WAS APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE TASK 

FORCE, INCLUDING ONE PERSON WHO HAS SIGNED ON TO 

THE MINORITY REPORT. THE TASK FORCE MEMBERS WHO 

WERE IN SUPPORT OF THE REVISED COMPOSITION 

DISCUSSED THE CONCERN WITH ONE OF THE MINORITY 

REPORT SIGNERS ON TUESDAY NIGHT AND COMMITTED TO 

WORKING ON THIS CONCEPT AT OUR WEDNESDAY MEETING. 

TO FIND AN ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. UNFORTUNATELY NONE 

OF THE MINORITY REPORT SIGNERS WERE AT THE 

WEDNESDAY MEETING. LASTLY, I WOULD JUST LIKE TO 

BRIEFLY ADDRESS THE CONCERNS RAISED ABOUT TIMING 

AND IMPLEMENTATION. AS I DESCRIBED EARLIER, THE -- THE 

TASK FORCE ADOPTED A CAREFUL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. 

OF THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED THE MINORITY REPORT WHO 

VOTED FOR THAT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN, ONE ABSTAINED, 

ONE WAS NOT PRESENT, NONE OF THEM VOTED GENTS 

THAT FULL IMPLEMENTATION. AGAINST THAT. NOW WE HAVE 

A SHOW OF OPPOSITION HERE. I WOULD URGE YOUR 

SUPPORT OF THE ORDINANCE THAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU. 

I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF 

NOT ONLY ITS CONTENT BUT THE PROCESS THAT HAS 

BROUGHT IT TO YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY?  

I HAVE ONE CLARIFICATION IF YOU COULD HELP ME 

UNDERSTAND THIS. WHEN YOU HAD YOUR EARLY VOTE, 

WHEN YOU HAD ALMOST COMPLETE CONSENSUS, WHAT 

WAS IN PLACE THEN. I KNOW -- IT WAS RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

COMMISSION, BUT IT WAS A DIFFERENT MAKEUP --  

I CHANGED --  

I AM TRYING TO FIGURE OUT THE ELEMENTS OF -- THAT 

MIGHT HAVE CAUSED THE CHANGE IN THE 

RECOMMENDATION IN THE MINORITY REPORT SO THAT 

ELEMENTS OF THE DESIGN OR THE COMPOSITION OF THE 

DESIGN COMMITTEE CHANGED THAT'S ONE THING.  

RIGHT.  



Dunkerly: WHAT ABOUT THE FAR, WHAT FAR DID YOU HAVE AT 

THE EARLIER.  

YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT THE 15 TO 1 SUPPORTED ITEM, 

THAT FAR WAS .4.  

Dunkerly: WHAT ABOUT HAD YOU COME UP WITH THE --  

THE ENVELOPE AT THAT POINT? YES. IT'S THE ENVELOPE 

THAT'S BEFORE YOU. I WANT TO MAKE -- I JUST WANT TO 

ASK A CLARIFICATION. ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT THE FIRST 

MAJORITY SUPPORTED OPINION OR THE -- THE MAY 12th, 15 

TO 1 SUPPORT THAT'S IN FRONT OF YOU IN YOUR 

ORDINANCE.  

Dunkerly: THAT'S WHAT I'M TRYING TO UNDERSTAND.  

I COULD PROBABLY BRIEFLY DESCRIBE TO YOU WHAT THE 

MAJORITY HAD AND THEN WHAT WE MOVED TO TO GET THE -

- THE MAIN --  

AND NOW -- THAT'S WHAT I WAS THINKING.  

GOOD.  

I AM GOING TO NEED SOME HELP ON THIS.  

IN THE MAY OWE.  

I JUST WANT THOSE MAIN POINTS. THE MAIN POINTS .4 FAR, 

A 13-FOOT HEIGHT, THE IMPERVIOUS COVER MITIGATION 

STRATEGY, START WITH 35%. AND A RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

COMMISSION WHERE THE COMPOSITION WAS NOT 

DISCUSSED. THOSE ARE SORT OF I THINK THOSE ARE THE 

MAIN ITEMS.  

Dunkerly: THEN MOVED TO WHAT?  

MOVED TO MAY 12th. GIVE OUT THE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

MITIGATION, WE MOVE FROM 15 -- FROM 13 FEET FOR THE 

SETBACK TO 15 FEET. WE ADD ARTICULATION AS A 

REQUIREMENT FOR LONG WALLS. THE 13 TO 15 

ARTICULATION FOR -- WHAT AM I MISSING? OH, AND THEN 



THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION IT WAS 

SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT IT WOULD BE MADE UP OF 

DESIGN PROFESSIONALS.  

OKAY.  

THAT'S THE -- THAT'S --  

THAT'S MAY 12th.  

15 TO ONE.  

Dunkerly: AT THAT POINT, SOME OF THE PEOPLE THAT 

SIGNED THE MINORITY REPORT SIGNED THAT REPORT. IT 

HAD SOME OF THE LATER ELEMENTS --  

SO WHAT'S IN THE MINORITY REPORT IS TO CHANGE THE .4 

TO .5 FAR AND THE -- YOU KNOW, THE 15 TO 17.  

FAR AND THE HEIGHT ON THE ENVELOPE.  

UH-HUH.  

WILL PROBABLY, THEY JUST CHANGED -- IT'S NOT ANYTHING 

THAT YOU DID TO CHANGE ANY OF THAT.  

NOW, I THINK THAT THOSE -- THOSE REALLY -- I THINK THOSE 

REFLECT, THAT'S CLOSER TO WHAT THEIR INDIVIDUAL 

PREFERENCES WOULD HAVE BEEN. COUNCILMEMBER, MY 

OBSERVATION I HAPPENED TO ATTEND THE HEARING THAT 

DAY, WHAT I SAW WAS DIVISIONS ABOUT SITTING THERE, I 

OBSERVED ABOUT 12 OF THE 16 OR 13 OF THE 16 -- ABOUT 

11 OR 12 OF THE 16 WERE IN FAVOR OF A .4 FAR WITH NO 

MINIMUM SIZE OF A -- OF A 10% OF IMPERVIOUS COVER 

MUST BE DEDICATED TO -- TO LIKE DRIVEWAYS AND 

SIDEWALKS AND STUFF AND THEN 45% THAT THE -- THAT 

THE -- IN THAT THE [INDISCERNIBLE] HEIGHT WHICH WOULD 

BE 13 FEET. THEN THERE WERE, THE REMAINING FOUR OR 

FIVE MEMBERS WHO WERE NOT AGREEING, SO THERE'S A 

VERY SUBSTANTIAL MAJORITY IN FAVOR OF THE 13-FOOT 

HEIGHT, 10% IMPERVIOUS COVER MUST BE DEDICATED TO 

SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAYS, NO -- NO MINIMUM SIZE AND -- AND 

SO .4 FAR, THERE'S ANOTHER GROUP OF THE REMAINDER, 



MY OBSERVATION WAS OKAY WE BELIEVE .4 FAR IS GOOD 

EXCEPT FOR SMALL LOTS. ALSO WE SUPPORT A 17-FOOT 

PLATE HEIGHT. AND WE DO NOT -- WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 

-- THAT WE SHOULD DEFINE HOW MUCH OF THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER PERCENTAGE SHOULD BE DEDICATED TO 

DRIVEWAYS AND SIDEWALKS. AND SO THE COMPROMISE 

THAT WAS MADE, THAT I SAW THAT DAY, IT WAS OFFERED BY 

MICHAEL CASIAS WHO WAS VERY FORTHRIGHT THAT HE 

OFFERED THAT TONIGHT, WAS THAT -- THAT BOTH SIDES 

COMPROMISE 13-FOOT ON ONE SIDE, 17-FOOT ON THE 

OTHER SIDE, MET IN THE MIDDLE AT 156789 THEN THEY -- AT 

15. THEY SAID WE ALL AGREE, 15 OUT OF 16 16 SOLID 

SUPPORTED .4 FAR. THE DIFFERENCE WAS IN SMALL LOT. 

THE COMPROMISE AGREEMENT THAT I WITNESSED SAID 

[INDISCERNIBLE] MINIMUM THRESHOLD, WHICH TRANSLATES 

TO ABOUT .5 SOMETHING FAR IN SMALL LOTS. THEN REMOVE 

THE IMPERVIOUS COVER OBJECTION TO DRIVEWAYS AND 

STUFF AND THAT BROUGHT OVER 15 OF THE 16 MEMBERS. 

BASICALLY, THESE COMPROMISES ARE MADE TO GET THREE 

EXTRA VOTES, MY CONCERN IS -- THIS EVENING IS THAT -- 

THAT APPEARS THAT IT WAS -- THEY WENT BACK -- I'M NOT 

QUESTIONS THAT THEY SHOULD CHANGE THEIR MIND. I'M 

JUST TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE SEQUENCE OF IT. I DO 

LIKE THE IDEA OF MAKING ALLOWANCES FOR LARGER -- 

LARGER -- THE EQUIVALENT OF LARGER FAR.  

YEAH.  

IN FACT WHAT THAT REFLECT IS A POINT 4 FAR ON THE 

MINIMUM LOT SIZE AND THEN INCREASES YOU SHOULD --  

Dunkerly: I'M NOT AT ALL QUESTIONING THE REASON. THE 

ABILITY TO DO THAT. I'M JUST TYING TO UNDERSTAND WHAT 

WAS IN PLACE AND WHAT CHANGED.  

I THINK THAT I HAVE A GOOD PICTURE.  

FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

ACTUALLY, THIS IS FOR CHRIS ALLEN. HE WAS BY THE TEAM, 

THE TASK FORCE'S COMPUTER EXPERT, ALSO. I THINK A 

NEW CONCEPT FOR AUSTIN THAT -- THAT ONE THAT I 

GATHERED FROM YOUR TASK FORCE MEETINGS WAS USE IN 



OTHER CITIES, YOU BORROWED FROM THIS THE IDEA OF 

THE -- THE 10-FOOT PLANE WHICH THE BUILDING WOULD -- 

CAN YOU TELL US THE BASIS FOR THE SETBACK.  

THAT'S ACTUALLY A DON NET QUESTION. SHE CAN PLAY A 

PARTY GAME IN WHICH YOU CAN NAME A STATE, SHE CAN 

TELL YOU A CITY IN WHICH THE ENVELOPE IS USED. YOU 

WANT TO PLAY THE GAME?  

YES [LAUGHTER] I WILL TAKE MY TURN, THANK YOU. THERE 

ARE LOTS OF CITIES THAT HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH THIS 

McMANSION ISSUE ACROSS THE COUNTRY. AND MANY OF 

THEM HAVE ADOPTED SETBACK PLANES. PALO ALTO WAS 

ONE OF THE FIRST CITIES WE TOOK A LOOK AT. THEY USED 

HOWEVER A 10-FOOT HEIGHT AT THE SIDE LOT LINES, WE 

ARE AT A 15-FOOT HEIGHT. THEY EMPLOY A 10-FOOT 

HEIGHT. THEY ALSO HAVE LOTS OF OTHER THINGS IN THEIR 

CODE THAT ARE VERY RESTRICTIVE, THEY TEND TO USE 

CONTEXTUAL ZONING IN A LOT OF PLACES, THEY HAVE 

CONTEXTUAL GARAGES, ET CETERA. SO THEY WERE ONE OF 

THE CITIES, I THINK THERE'S SAN MATEO, PRETTY MUCH ALL 

OF THE CITIES THAT WE TOOK A LOOK AT USE LOWER 

SETBACK HEIGHTS, LOWER HEIGHTS FOR THEIR SETBACK 

PLANE. 12 FEET WAS PRETTY TYPICAL, SOME USE 10, I SAW 

ONE CITY THAT USED 16 BUT THAT WAS IN FLORIDA AND 

THEY WERE DEALING WITH FLOODPLAIN ISSUES, SO THEY 

WERE -- HAD HOUSES ON STILTS. SO THE 15 SEEMED LIKE A 

REALLY FLEXIBLE FAIRLY GENEROUS WAY TO GO.  

McCracken: MY NEXT QUESTION IS WITH THE OTHER 

ORDINANCE I GUESS WHAT I WANT TO GET IS MY 

UNDERSTANDING WAS THE DESIGN COMMISSION REVIEW 

COMMISSION WAS SOMETHING THAT WAS PUT IN AS TO 

ADDRESS CONCERNS ALL THE WAY AROUND, BUT I THINK 

PARTICULARLY AMONG DEVELOPERS THAT THERE MIGHT BE 

A RESULT THAT DIDN'T MAKE SENSE, THAT HE SHOULD HAVE 

A REVIEW KIND OF LIKE THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS. SO I 

GUESS THOSE OF YOU WE HAVE HEARD THE MINORITY 

REPORT AND I THINK IT'S A FAIR QUESTION. IF THE TASK 

FORCE DOESN'T WANT THE REVIEW COMMISSION FOR THE 

COUNCIL, I DON'T KNOW WHY WE WOULD PUT IT IN THERE. 

THE QUESTION IS DO YOU ALL CARE ABOUT THE DESIGN 

REVIEW COMMISSION EITHER/OR DO YOU THINK IT HAS A 



BENEFIT?  

THE BENEFIT WAS PUT IN THERE FOR DEVELOPERS. 

ESSENTIALLY WE HAVE A .4 FAR WITH THE ALLOWANCES 

THE EXCLUSIONS THAT WE ALLOW FOR ATTIC AND 

BASEMENT SPACE OF WHICH TERRY MITCHELL WAS REALLY 

KEY IN PROPOSING SOME OF THOSE THINGS LIKE THE ATTIC 

SPACE AND HE ACTUALLY CAME TO THE TASK FORCE 

MEETINGS AND THE WORKING GROUP MEETINGS AND 

PROPOSED THAT AND SHOWED THAT A .4 WITH SOME OF 

THE ALLOWANCES THAT WE HAVE REALLY GETS YOU VERY, 

VERY EASILY TO A .5, WHICH IS WHAT SOME OF CHRIS'S 

DRAWINGS SHOWED. WITH THE DESIGN COMMISSION ON 

TOP OF THAT, THEN A 25% ALLOWANCE CAN GET YOU FROM 

A .5 TO A .6 EFFECTIVE. FOR -- OR YOU KNOW SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT. SO IT'S A VERY GENEROUS WAY TO GO. BUT THAT 

THE -- THE IDEA BEHIND IT IS THAT -- IS THAT, YOU KNOW, 

SOMETIMES IT TAKES A PERSON TO LOOK AT SOMETHING 

AND SAY THAT REALLY DOESN'T IMPACT THE NEIGHBORING 

PROPERTIES OR THERE'S ISSUES LIKE MAYBE YOUR NEXT 

TO A COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, WHY SHOULDN'T YOU BE 

ALLOWED TO GO HIGHER, MAYBE NEXT TO A McMANSION. 

DOES THAT KIND OF ANSWER YOUR QUESTION? I MEAN IN 

TERMS OF -- OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD REPS ON THE TASK 

FORCE, I THINK THAT WE WOULD BE FINE IF YOU GUYS 

DIDN'T WANT US TO HAVE A STEIN COMMISSION. BUT WE 

WERE LOOKING AT IT AS A VERY EFFECTIVE MEANS TO 

ALLOW FOR HUMAN TO LOOK AND SAY, YOU KNOW, THIS IS A 

CASE WHERE THIS DESIGN IS YOU OR THIS STRUCTURE 

DOESN'T AFFECT MASS AND SCALE.  

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY.  

Dunkerly: ON THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION, IS THAT 

THE ONLY -- IN THIS ORDINANCE AT THIS POINT, THAT 

WOULD ALLOW SOME DEVIATION FROM -- FROM THE RULES?  

WELL, THERE'S ALWAYS THE APPEAL TO COUNCIL. WE HAVE 

THAT WRITTEN INTO THE DESIGN REVIEW. THERE'S ALSO 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD ADJUSTMENT AND NEIGHBORHOODS 

CAN ADJUST UP OR DOWN. SO IF THERE WERE A 

NEIGHBORHOOD THAT WANTED A LARGER FAR, THEY COULD 



COME IN AND REQUEST THAT.  

THE MORE I COULD UNDERSTAND ABOUT READING THE -- IT 

SOUNDED LIKE A GOOD THING TO HAVE.  

IT SEEMED LIKE IT TO ME.  

THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT -- THAT I DON'T SEE WHY IT 

WOULDN'T BE BENEFICIAL TO AN -- AN -- TO A BUILDER TO AT 

LEAST HAVE THE OPTION TO SEE IF THEY COULD -- ALLOWS 

A LOT MORE FLEXIBILITY.  

THAT'S WHAT WE WERE TRYING TO DO WITH IT. I WOULD 

AGREE WITH THAT COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY.  

WELL, I DON'T GUESS -- THE QUESTION THAT I HAD IS THAT 

THERE -- IT WAS MY PERCEPTION ALSO THAT IT WOULD BE 

HELPFUL FOR HOME BUILD WHEERS BELIEVED THAT THEY 

HAD A PROJECT THAT DID NOT FIT WITHIN THE RULES, BUT 

THEY WANTED TO GO SUBMIT BASED ON THE UNIQUE 

CIRCUMSTANCES BUT IF HOME BUILDERS DON'T WANT IT, IT 

APPEARS THAT THAT IS THE CASE, BUT WE WILL HEAR 

COMMENTS NEXT, BUT IF THEY DON'T WANT IT IT SOUNDS 

LIKE IF IT WAS INTENDED TO GIVE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 

HOME BUILDERS THEY DON'T WANT THAT OPPORTUNITY 

LET'S GET RID OF IT. THAT'S MY POINT.  

WELL, I GOT SOME FOLKS WHO WANT TO GIVE US SOME 

COMMENTS. FURTHER QUESTIONS OF -- OF THE TASK 

FORCE OR COMMENTS? COUNCIL? WE HAVE 379 CITIZENS 

SIGNED UP, 146 FOLKS AGAINST, 226 PEOPLE FOR. AND 7 

PEOPLE FROM SWITZERLAND. [LAUGHTER] WE HAVE ONLY 93 

OF THOSE FOLKS HAVE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK. FOR 

A COMBINED MINUTE TOTAL OF 597 MINUTES. SO IF ONE 

MORE PERSON SIGNS UP FOR THREE MINUTES, WE WILL 

HAVE AN EVEN 600 MINUTES OR 10 HOURS WORTH OF 

TESTIMONY. IF I CAN CONVINCE SOMEBODY WALKING OUT 

TO SIGN UP NOW, MY MATH WILL BE A LOT EASIER FOR THE 

NEXT DAY. AND, YOU KNOW, OBVIOUSLY WE ARE -- I DON'T 

EXPECT WE ARE GOING TO BE ABLE TO GET THROUGH 10 

HOURS CONSECUTIVE OF -- OF FEEDBACK TONIGHT. I JUST 

WANT TO GIVE EVERYBODY THOSE NUMBERS SO WE CAN 

START TO COMPREHEND IT AND -- AND WE APPRECIATE THE 



PATIENCE FIRST APPRECIATE THE AMOUNT OF WORK THAT -

- THAT THAT OCCURRED AND MICHAEL OR SOMEBODY 

POINTED OUT THAT -- THAT I WOULD CHARACTERIZE THIS AS 

A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF WORK IN REALLY THREE 

MONTHS TIME. THIS IS A REAL LONG PRODUCT. 

FUNDAMENTAL COMPLEXITY OF A DIFFERENT ANALYSES. SO 

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THAT. APPRECIATE YOU ALL'S 

PATIENTS AS YOU ALL SET FOR A COUPLE OF OTHER PUBLIC 

HEARINGS. UNLESS THERE'S A STRONGLY OF COUNCIL, MY 

RECOMMENDATION IS SORT OF GET STARTED AND, YOU 

KNOW, WHEN PEOPLE SEE PERHAPS HOW FAR DOWN THE 

LIST THEY ARE TO SPEAK, [LAUGHTER], THEY WILL, YOU 

KNOW, PROBABLY DEFER AND GO HOME AND THEN MY 

INSTIKT IS NOT UNLIKE SOME RECENT PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 

OUR BONDS AND OTHERS, JUST SEEMS TO ME IN PRACTICAL 

TERMS WE HAVE TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO KEEP THIS PUBLIC 

HEARING OPEN OR ALLOW -- WE WILL WORK WITH MS. 

GENTRY AND AS FOLKS WHO HAVE SIGNED UP TO SPEAK 

TODAY AND TONIGHT AND WHO EITHER, YOU KNOW, WILL 

STOP BEFORE WE GET TO THEM OR THEY JUST, YOU KNOW, 

LEAVE BEFORE WE GET TO THAT, THEN WE WILL FIGURE 

OUT HOW TO CALL THEM, MY INSTINCT IS THAT WE WILL 

CONTINUE THIS PUBLIC FEEDBACK, YOU KNOW, FOR 

ANOTHER MEETING OR TWO. TO ALLOW AS MUCH INPUT AS 

WE CAN. MY -- MY UNDERSTANDING IS STAFF ISN'T READY -- 

EVEN IF WE JUST HAD A HANDFUL OF FOLKS SIGNED UP TO 

SPEAK TODAY, SOUNDS LIKE STAFF AND/OR THE TASK 

FORCE EVEN REALLY ISN'T READY IN ASSUMING THAT THIS 

WOULD BE APPROVED TONIGHT ANYWAY. SO I THINK THIS -- 

THIS CERTAINLY THE DEBATE ON THE COUNCIL WILL GO ON 

OVER A COUPLE OF MEETINGS, ACTUALLY, SO MY INSTINCT 

IS THAT WE WOULD KEEP THE -- THE ABILITY FOR FOLKS TO 

COME GIVE US TESTIMONY OPEN FOR SOME PERIOD OF 

TIME.  

McCracken: MAYOR, THERE ARE JUST LOGISTICAL ISSUE ON 

THIS. I THINK THAT WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF THAT. THAT IS 

THE -- THE -- THERE WAS A COMMITMENT BACK IN -- BACK IN 

JANUARY, LATE JANUARY, EARLY FEBRUARY, BY 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY AND COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL MYSELF AN THE HOME BUILD EITHER TO THE 

OTHER STAKEHOLDERS SUBSEQUENTLY THAT WE WOULD 



NOT GO BEYOND LATE MAY OR JUNE 6th AND THEN 

EVERYBODY SUBSEQUENTLY ENDORSED GOING TO -- TO 

JUNE 22nd SO THESE INTERIM STANDARDS ARE SET TO 

EXPIRE JUNE 23rd. WE WILL TAKE UP THE OPPORTUNITY TO -

- TO -- TO GO FORWARD WITH AN EXTENSION OF THE 

INTERIM ORDINANCE IN THE NEXT MEETING, BUT -- BUT WE 

DO HAVE AN ISSUE THAT IF WE DO NOT AT LEAST VOTE ON 

FIRST, READY TO GO BEYOND FIRST READING TONIGHT IN 

ANY FASHION, BUT WE DO RUN INTO SOME CHALLENGES 

FROM A SCHEDULING STANDPOINT BASED ON OUR 

COMMITMENTS TO ALL OF THE STAKEHOLDERS, IF WE DO 

NOT AT LEAST ACT ON THE FIRST READING, THAT DOESN'T 

FORECLOSE US FOR TESTIMONY IN TWO WEEKS, SECOND 

AND THIRD READING BUT WE DO RUN THE RISK OF ALL OF 

THIS BEING UNWOUND.  

Mayor Wynn: I'M SUGGESTING THAT WE PLUG AHEAD. 

RECOGNIZE THAT IF THIS MANY PEOPLE WANT TO GIVE US 

TESTIMONY, THAT -- THAT MY INSTINCT IS TO TRY TO ALLOW 

THAT FORUM. FURTHER COMMENTS, THOUGHTS? 

OTHERWISE WE WILL START WORKING OUR WAY THROUGH 

THE SIGNUP SHEET. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS]  

MAYOR WYNN, MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS, MY NAME IS 

BLAKE TOWELETTE REPRESENTING WEST AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP AND MOST SPECIFICALLY THE 

TARRYTOWN AREA. I'VE LIVED IN MY HOME FOR ALMOST 30 

YEARS NOW AND I'VE WATCHED THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

CHANGE. I UNDERSTAND THE NATURAL TURNOVER 

REPLACEMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL STOCK, 

BUT THE SYSTEM HAS GOTTEN OUT OF WHACK. WE ARE 

LOOKING TO YOU FOR A LITTLE RELIEF. BEFORE I BEGIN MY 

PRESENTATION I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO THANK MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS AND COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ FOR THEIR SERVICE TO STINT. YOU HAVE BOTH 

DONE A DIFFICULT JOB WELL AND WE THANK YOU. I WILL 

BEGIN THIS EVENING WITH THE POWERPOINT 

PRESENTATION THAT FOLKS ON A SURVEY BY 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION CONDUCTED IN EARLY 

MARCH THE FINDINGS OF THIS SURVEY ALSO RELATE TO 

OUR TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATIONS. WE PREFACED THE 

SURVEY WITH THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: WHILE THERE IS 



STRONG SUPPORT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD FOR 

HOMEOWNERS BEING ALLOWED TO ADD VALUE AND 

UPGRADE HOMES WITH BIGGER AND TALLER HOMES, 

THERE'S ALSO STRONG SUPPORT FOR PREVENTING THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW HOMES WHERE THE CURRENT 

RULES HAVE BEEN MAXED OUT UNDER THE CURRENT 

BUILDING RULES, RESULTING IN DOMINATING HOUSES THAT 

OVERWHELM OR LOOM OVER ADJACENT HOME. THIS 

SURVEY SEEKS INPUT ON YOU ON WHAT TYPE OF 

PERMANENT RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS 

SHOULD BE ENACTED IF ANY. THE WEN AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP SOUGHT INPUT FROM ITS 

CONSTITUENT RESIDENTS TO DETERMINE THE DIRECTIONS 

IT SHOULD TAKE IN REGARDS TO PROPOSED INTERIM 

RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS. WANG RECEIVED 

AND CONTINUES TO RECEIVE TESTIMONY ON A MONTHLY 

BASIS ABOUT THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF THE MCMANSION 

PHENOM NAN. WE MET WITH BUILDERS, ARCHITECT AND 

OTHERS IN THE BUILDING TRADES AS PART OF OUR INPUT 

PROCESS. AND WE CONDUCTED A SURVEY TO ASCERTAIN A 

WIDER PERSPECTIVE ON PROPOSED INTERIM 

COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS. CONCERNING THE 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SURVEY, THE SURVEY WAS 

DISTRIBUTED BY HAND TO EVERY RESIDENT IN THE WANG 

NEIGHBORHOOD WEST OF MOPAC, WHICH WOULD BE 

BASICALLY SOUTH OF 35TH STREET AND IT WOULD BE OUR 

WESTERN SOUTHERN BOUNDARIES IS LAKE AUSTIN 

BOULEVARD, LAKE AUSTIN ITSELF. THE SURVEY WAS E-

MAILED TO AN EXTENSIVE LIST OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE 

WANG NEIGHBORHOOD. THE SURVEY WAS POSTED ON OUR 

WANG WEBSITE AND THE SURVEY WAS ADVERTISED 

THROUGH THE WEST AUSTIN NEWS. WE SOUGHT PUBLIC 

INPUT. WE CONDUCTED A PUBLIC HEARING TO REVIEW THE 

SURVEY AND TO ANSWER QUESTIONS AT CASIS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON THE 27TH OF MARCH. WE WERE 

ENCOURAGED -- ALL WERE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE. 

ALL POINTS OF VIEW WERE REPRESENTED AT THIS 

MEETING. AND PEOPLE -- WE ACCEPTED PEOPLE'S VIEWS 

FROM OUTSIDE THE TRADITIONAL WANG BOUNDARIES. ON 

THE SURVEY RESPONSE, THE SURVEY WAS SENT TO 

APPROXIMATELY 3,000 HOMES AND RECEIVED THE SURVEY 

PHYSICALLY. OF THOSE WE'VE GOT BACK AROUND 300 OR 



SO. THAT WAS ALL ON APPROXIMATELY A WEEK TO 10 DAYS 

TIME. SURVEYS WERE COLLECTED AND TABULATED AND 

RESULTS WERE ANALYZED. THIS 10% RESPONSE IS FAIRLY 

CONSISTENT WITH OTHER SURVEYS AND IT'S CONSIDERED 

STATISTICALLY VALID. ON THE FIRST QUESTION, THE FIRST 

QUESTION WAS DOES THE CITY NEED MORE EFFECTIVE 

ENFORCEMENT OF ITS EXISTING CODES. IN RESPONSE TO 

THIS FIRST SURVEY QUESTION, 84% OF THE RESPONDENTS 

AGREED THAT MORE ENFOREMENT WAS NEEDED OF THE 

EXISTING CODE REQUIREMENTS, SUCH AS THE EXISTING 

IMPERVIOUS COVER LIMITS. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE 

COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS ARE COVERED IN THE NEW 

CODE. QUESTION TWO WAS WHETHER SOME TYPE OF 

RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS SHOULD BE 

ADOPTED. THE RESPONSE TO THIS SECOND SURVEY 

QUESTION, 78% OF THE SURVEY RESPONSES AGREED THAT 

SOME TYPE OF PERMANENT RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY 

STANDARDS SHOULD BE ENACTED TO PREVENT THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF VERY LARGE HOMES THAT DOMINATE 

OR OVERWHELM NEARBY HOUSES. THE PERCENTAGE OF 

SURVEY RESPONSES THAT DID NOT SUPPORT SOME TYPE 

OF PERMANENT RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS, 

22%, DID NOT ANSWER THE SECOND SURVEY QUESTION. 

QUESTION 3 WE ASKED ABOUT SPECIFIC AREAS THAT 

PERMITTED RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS 

SHOULD ADDRESS. AS FAR AS NEW HOMES THAT ARE -- 

THAT WERE CONSIDERED TOO TALL AS A CONCERN, 76% OF 

THE RESPONDENTS FELT THAT THAT WAS A PROPER 

CONCERN. NEW HOMES THAT ARE TOO CLOSE TO THEIR 

SIDE NEIGHBORS WERE CONCERNED TO 80% OF THE 

RESPONDENTS. NEW HOMES THAT WERE TOO BIG FOR THE 

LOT WERE CONCERNED TO 79% OF THE RESPONDENTS. 

NEW HOMES THAT HAD TOO MUCH IMPERVIOUS COVER 

WERE A CONCERN TO 77% OF THE RESPONDENTS. NEW 

HOMES THAT ARE TOO CLOSE TO THE STREET IN 

COMPARISON TO NEARBY ADJACENT NEIGHBORS WERE A 

CONCERN BY 72% OF THE RESPONDENTS. QUESTION 4, AT 

LEAST ONE OF FIVE CHANGES TO THE LDC SHOULD BE 

MADE, WHICH CHANGES SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE 

REVISED LDC. AS FOR THE FOURTH SURVEY QUESTION, THE 

SURVEY QUESTION THAT FIVE POSSIBLE BUILDING RULE 

CHANGES BE RANKED FOR INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION IN THE 



PERMANENT RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS. 

THESE BUILDING RULE CHANGES INCLUDE INCREASED SIDE 

YARD SETBACKS FOR SECOND AND THIRD STORIES, 77% OF 

THE RESPOND NTS THOUGHT THAT WAS A GOOD CHANGE. 

LIMIT THE GROSS FLOOR AREA BASED ON THE SIZE OF LOT, 

THAT IS ACCEPTABLE WANTED BY 78% OF THE 

RESPONDENTS. LOWER THE HEIGHT LIMITS, 78% OF THE 

RESPONDENTS. IMPOSE FRONT YARD SET BACK LIMITS 

BASED ON FRONT YARD SET BACK OF NEARBY ARREST 

ADJACENT NEIGHBORS, WANTED BY 74% OF THE 

RESPONDENTS. TO LOWER THE IMPERVIOUS COVER LIMITS 

WAS WANTED BY 74% OF THE RESPONDENTS. REMARKABLY 

86% OF THE SURVEY RESPONSES INDICATED AT LEAST ONE 

OF THE FIVE BUILDING RULE CHANGES SHOULD BE 

INCLUDED WHILE 14% OF THE SURVEY RESPONSES 

INDICATED THAT NONE OF THE FIVE BUILDING RULE 

CHANGES SHOULD BE INCLUDED. THERE WAS SIGNIFICANT 

AND SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FOR EACH OF THE PROPOSED 

BUILDING RULE CHANGES, WHICH EACH PROPOSED -- WITH 

EACH PROPOSED BUILDING RULE CHANGE HAVING 

BETWEEN 70 AND 80% SUPPORT IN THE SURVEY 

RESPONSES. ACCORDING TO SURVEY RESULTS, THE 

HIGHEST PRIORITY RULE CHANGES WERE FOR INCREASING 

SIDE YARD SETBACKS AND LIMITING THE GROSS FLOOR 

AREA. IS THAT THREE MINUTES OR SIX MINUTES? >>  

Mayor Wynn: THAT WAS SIX. BUT THIS IS GOOD STUFF, SO 

WHY DON'T YOU --  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

SOME OF THE COMMENTS WE RECEIVED FROM THIS, EVEN 

THOSE WHO OPPOSED CHANGE, STRONGER ENFORCEMENT 

OF THE CODES WAS SUPPORTED. THERE WERE SOME OF 

THE RESPONSES FROM PEOPLE IN BUILDING TRADES, AND 

THEY DID HAVE -- THEY REALLY -- THEY TRULY BELIEVE THAT 

IT WILL AFFECT THEIR INVESTMENT DECISIONS. THERE WAS 

SOME CONCERN ABOUT THE RULES BEING TOO SUBJECTIVE. 

EVEN ONE PARTICIPANT WANTED MORE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

TO REDUCE ALLERGIES IN TIME FOR MOWING HIS LAWN. [ 

LAUGHTER ] TRUE FACT. THE MAJORITY, THOUGH, ONE 

THING WAS ALWAYS A CONCERN ON THE WEST SIDE IS THE 

LOWER THE IMPERVIOUS COVER LIMITS. THEY SAW 



DUPLEXES IN SINGLE-FAMILY NEIGHBORHOODS AS A 

DETRIMENT AND MOST PEOPLE WANTED FEWER VARIANCES 

GRANTED. A COUPLE OTHER THINGS THAT HAVE COME OUT, 

IN TARRYTOWN ITSELF, THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 2,581 

LOTS. THE AVERAGE LOT SIZE OVER THERE IS A LITTLE 

OVER 10,000 SQUARE FEET. THE AVERAGE F.A.R. IS .25. THE 

AVERAGE F.A.R. IN OLDER HOMES BUILT IN 2003 IS POINT 

2245. THE AVERAGE FOR NEWER HOMES BUILT BETWEEN 

2003 AND 2005 IS .50. SO WE'RE OBVIOUSLY DO HAVE A -- DO 

HAVE EXPANDING SIZE OF HOMES. SOME OTHER RESULTS 

OF THE SURVEY, THERE WAS RECOGNITION THAT ONE SIZE 

DOES NOT NECESSARILY FIT ALL, ALTHOUGH ONE NEIGHBOR 

ASTUTELY NOTED THAT THIS SHOULD ALL BE DONE THAT 

THE BEAUTY AND UNIQUENESS OF AUSTIN LIES IN ITS MIX OF 

OLD, NEW, BIG AND SMALL. I GUESS FOR MYSELF, I FEEL 

VERY CONFIDENT IN SAYING THAT THE OVERWHELMING 

MAJORITY OF PROPERTY OWNERS IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD 

WANT TO SEE A TIGHTENING OF BUILDING RESTRICTIONS 

FOR SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEX USES. YOUR TASKFORCE 

RECOMMENDATION IN THEIR ENTIRETY, INCLUDING 

DUPLEXES, ARE A GOOD FIRST STEP. PEOPLE ARE SAYING 

THE TASKFORCE IS BIASED TOWARD NEIGHBORHOOD 

INTERESTS DEPICTED AS NO GROWTH IN MY BACKYARD 

PEOPLE. THAT'S NOT TRUE. I SAT HERE IN THIS CHAMBER 

AND WATCHED THIS TASKFORCE ASSEMBLED. AS A STRONG 

ADVOCATE FOR RESIDENTIAL COMPATIBILITY, I WAS VERY 

SKEPTICAL OF ITS COMPOSITION. I PERCEIVED THE 

MEMBERS ENTRENCHED ON BOTH SIDES OF THIS ISSUE FOR 

AND AGAINST, AND THIS BEING AUSTIN, I FELT THAT THIS 

WOULD -- THIS WAS PRETTY MUCH A DOOMED SITUATION. I 

DIDN'T THINK ANYTHING WAS GOING TO HAPPEN, 

ESPECIALLY ON A SHORT TIME FRAME. THAT DIDN'T HAPPEN. 

THEY DID COMPROMISE, THEY CAME TO CONSENSUS. WE 

ARE ASKING YOU TO TAKE AND CODIFY THIS 

RECOMMENDATION AS A WHOLE. IT IS A COMPROMISE 

REACHED BY CONSENSUS. GIVE IT TIME TO WORK. WE ARE 

NOT NECESSARILY HAPPY WITH ALL OF ITS 

RECOMMENDATIONS, BUT I'M NOT GOING TO STAND HERE 

AND PICK IT APART. AFTER IT'S UP AND RUNNING, THERE IS A 

PROVISION FOR EVALUATION AFTER SIX MONTHS. THAT'S 

FAIR ENOUGH. RESIDENTS OF THE INNER CITY 

NEIGHBORHOODS BEHIND THIS ORDINANCE, PLEASE LET IT 



GO FORWARD. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] OKAY. WE MADE IT 

THROUGH OUR FIRST SPEAKER. [ LAUGHTER ] OUR NEXT 

SPEAKER WILL BE ANDREW (INDISCERNIBLE). SORRY FOR 

MISPRONOUNCING THAT, ANDREW. WELCOME. AND IS 

JOSEPH (INDISCERNIBLE) HERE?  

I THINK HE'S GONE.  

YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY KAREN ASSCOTT?  

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TODAY TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

HOW MUCH WE NEED MORE RESTRICTIVE ZONING IN MY 

LITTLE CENTRAL AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOOD IN NORTH HILL. I'M 

GOING TO SHOW YOU OUR SF-3 DORMITORY PROBLEM, 

WHICH IS THE MECHANICS ORDINANCE WILL SOMEWHAT 

ALLEVIATE. THIS IS A MAP OF THE NORTH FIELD 

NEIGHBORHOOD. IT SHOWS THE LOCATION OF ALL THE 

SUPER TWO LIKE DEVELOPMENTS. WE HAVE 28 OF THESE IN 

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD NOW. THE BEST I CAN TELL IT'S ABOUT 

23 OF THESE ARE STEALTH DORMS DESIGNED ENTIRELY 

FOR THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RENTS THEY GET ON A LOT. 

IT'S DESTROYING OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. LARGE CHUNKS OF 

IT SHOULD BE REZONED MF WHEN YOU'RE LOOKING AT IT. 

THIS SORT OF DEVELOPMENT HAS TO BE MADE LESS 

PROFITABLE. IT'S BAD FOR THE CITY AND BAD FOR THE 

CULTURE OF AUSTIN. THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF TWO OF 

THESE THAT ARE GOING UP NOW ON EITHER SIDE OF KNELL 

RAY BOULEVARD THERE WOULD BE EITHER SEVEN 

BEDROOMS ON THE RIGHT, SEVEN BEDROOMS ON THE LEFT. 

THERE ARE TWO GARAGES ON EAST SIDE AND NONE OF THE 

GARAGES ARE EVER USED FOR PARKING, SO WE WILL HAVE 

10 TO 14 CARS AND AS MANY AS 20 PEOPLE LIVE IN THOSE 

TWO BUILDINGS WHICH MEET CURRENT ZONING 

REGULATIONS. THIS SHOULD BE BE ALLOWED IN SF-3. IT IS 

NOT CONSISTENT WITH THE SPIRIT OF SF-3 ZONING. I AM 

GOING TO FORCE YOU GUYS TO LOOK AT ALL THESE 

DEVELOPMENTS IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD, ONE, TWO, THREE, 

FOUR, FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE. EVERY ONE OF THESE 

IS AN OLD 40'S ERA SO THE TAJ THAT WAS DESTROYED WITH 

THIS. IT JUST GOES ON AND ON. AND THIS IS ALL SF-3. THIS 

IS NOT THE MF STUFF IN NORTH HILL. IT'S ALL SF. THAT'S 



ABOUT IT. THEN WE START -- THAT'S ANOTHER ONE THAT'S 

GOING UP, ANOTHER ONE. AND THEN WE'VE GOT SOME 

OTHER SUPER TWO IS, BUT THEY'RE NOT THE DORMITORY 

PROBLEM. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE CURRENT ORDINANCE 

DOESN'T ADDRESS THE OCCUPANCY PROBLEM, BUT MAN, 

WE'VE GOT TO HAVE SOMETHING HERE. THIS IS A GOOD 

STEP. .5 F.A.R. DOESN'T TAKE THE PROFITABILITY OUT OF IT. 

YOU CAN ADD A RENT. .4 FAR MAKES THE PROPERTIES A 

LITTLE LESS ATTRACTIVE AND MAYBE WE WILL STEM THE 

TIDE A LITTLE BIT UNTIL WE CAN GET SOME OTHER PIECES 

IN PLACE TO HELP THE NEIGHBORHOOD RECOVER FROM 

THIS, BUT IT'S PRETTY UGLY WHERE I LIVE. THANKS FOR 

YOUR TIME. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: KAREN ASCOT. SHE SIGNED UP WISHING TO 

SPEAK IN FAVOR. AND BOBBY RIGNY, SARAH STRATMAN, 

BARBARA COS SI AND DR. WILLIAM KESLER WERE ALSO 

GOING TO DONATE TIME FOR�� KAREN IN FAVOR. 

SESEBASTION WREN SIGNED UP IN FAVOR. AND -- ARE YOU 

SEBASTION WREN?  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC]. >> 

Mayor Wynn: YOU HAVE UP TO THREE MINUTES. WELCOME. 

YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY IT LOOKS LIKE CHRIS ALGUIRE.  

HOWDY. I'M SEBASTION WREN. I WANTED TO TAKE YOU ON A 

TOUR OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, A LITTLE DIFFERENT FROM 

THE WAY ANDY DID IT. MOST OF THE HOUSES IN THIS 

NEIGHBORHOOD ARE TYPICAL. THIS IS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE. 

OOOH, THAT MAKES IT GOOD. GO. THEY'RE SMALL HOUSES, 

800, 1200 SQUARE FEET. THE YARDS ARE NARROW, BUT THE 

YARDS ARE DEEP. SO THE STRUCTURE OF THE YARDS ARE 

KIND OF STRANGE. THEY'RE BIG YARDS, BUT THEY'RE 

ACTUALLY NARROW AND DEEP. BUT BECAUSE THEY'RE BIG 

YARDS, DEVELOPERS ARE TEARING DOWN THE SMALLER 

HOUSES AND BUILDING IN THEIR PLACES MAXIMUM SQUARE 

FOOTAGE. THEY WANT TO BUILD THESE AS BIG AS THEY 

POSSIBLY CAN. THE SHADE TREES THAT WE HAVE FOR OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD KIND OF KEEP US COOL IN THE 

SUMMERTIME, ARE TORN DOWN. THE DEVELOPERS IN THEIR 

HASTE TO DO THIS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, ALL OF THESE 

THINGS THAT ANDY SHOWED YOU IN THE LAST 



PRESENTATION HAVE HAPPENED IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 

MOST OF THEM HAVE HAPPENED IN LAST TWO YEARS. WHEN 

THEY TEAR DOWN THE HOUSE THEY DO IT VERY QUICKLY. 

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF A HOUSE THAT WAS COVERED WITH 

ASBESTOS TILE. OSHA WAS THERE THAT MORNING, SAID DO 

NOT TEAR THIS HOUSE DOWN. THEY TORE IT DOWN 

ANYWAY. THEY KNOW THERE'S NO ENFORCEMENT OF CODE. 

WHEN THEY REBUILD IT THERE'S IMPERVIOUS COVER. TONS 

OF IMPERVIOUS COVER THAT'S JUST YARDS OF CONCRETE 

UP FRONT. ONE OF MY FAVORITE FEATURES OF MOST OF 

THESE HOUSES IS THE PEEPING TOM EFFECT. THEY HAVE 

TO HAVE THAT ONE FOOT OF EXTRA BUMP OUT AT THE TOP 

SO THEY CAN REALLY GET CLOSER TO THE NEIGHBORS' 

YARDS. ALL OF THESE HOUSES ARE WITHIN A BLOCK OF 

WALLER CREEK. NEXT TIME WALLER CREEK FLOODS, HYDE 

PARK, DOWNTOWN, YOU WONDER WHERE ALL THAT WATER 

IS COMING FROM, THIS IS WHERE IT'S COMING FROM. THE 

HOUSES ARE SO BIG THEY JUST LOOM OVER THE 

NEIGHBORS' YARD. THIS WAS ACTUALLY BUILT THROUGH 

THE MORATORIUM. THIS WAS PLAN AND BUILT DURING THE 

MORATORIUM AND THAT'S THE THIRD STORY PEEKING OVER 

THE NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE THERE. WITH THIS LARGER STHRUR 

YOU ATTRACT A LOT OF PEOPLE. THEY MOVE IN TOGETHER. 

YOU GET THIS MANY PEOPLE PARKING TOGETHER AND IT'S A 

BIT OF A HAZARD HERE. THERE'S NO ENFORCEMENT OF 

THIS. WE CAN'T GET THE POLICE TO ENFORCE IT EVEN WHEN 

THERE'S EGREGIOUS EXAMPLES. WHEN YOU HAVE THIS 

MANY PEOPLE LIVING TOGETHER, YOU GET TRASH. THEY 

TRY TO STICK THEM IN SFER CONTAINERS, BUT THERE'S 10, 

15 PEOPLE LIVING IN THESE STRUCTURES AND THERE'S NO 

ENFORCEMENT OF THIS. THE TRASH ENDS UP IN THE 

CREEKS AND THE LAKE. AND THIS IS THE PUNCH LINE. WHAT 

HAPPENS IS AS SOON AS ONE OF THESE GOES IN, THE 

NEIGHBORS AROUND THERE TRY TO SELL THEIR HOUSE AS 

QUICKLY AS THEY CAN AND THEY CAN'T SELL IT. TYPICAL 

HOUSES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD WILL TURN OVER QUICKLY. 

IT'S RIGHT BY HYDE PARK, BUT THE HOUSES NEXT TO THESE 

BIG STRUCTURES, THEY DON'T TURNOVER. THE PRICE 

DROPS, THE PRICE DROPS, THE PRICE DROPS. IRONICALLY 

IT'S AFFORDABLE HOUSING RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF AUSTIN. 

SOME ARE SELLING FOR $150,000, WHICH IS SOMEWHAT 

AFFORDABLE. BUT THESE HOUSES END UP GETTING 



SCRAPED BY THE SAME DEVELOPERS WHO ARE DRIVING 

DOWN THE PRICES OF THE HOUSES AROUND THEM. [ 

BUZZER SOUNDS ] WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHING, PLEASE, 

THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: CHRIS ALGUIRE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, 

IN FAVOR. AND LAURIE PIKSLY, SARAH MEDERA AND 

(INDISCERNIBLE) WERE ALL GOING TO DONATE TIME TO 

CHRIS. ARE YOU CHRIS?  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS. MY NAME IS 

CHRIS ALGUIRE AND I'VE LIVED IN MY SMALL HOUSE IN DEEP 

EDDY FOR 20 YEARS. I'D LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR 

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE IN FEBRUARY AND I HOPE YOU 

ENDORSE THE MAJORITY RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

TASKFORCE THIS EVENING. THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF 

CONJECTURE ABOUT DOWNWARD PRESSURE ON PROPERTY 

VALUES, MOSTLY ORIGINATING FROM THE BUILDING 

COMMUNITY. AS OPPOSED TO THE WEEPING LADY IN THE 

HOME BUILDERS IN THE STATESMAN, THE TWO ELDERLY 

WIDOWS IN MY STREET BOTH STRONGLY SUPPORT THE 

PROPOSED REGULATIONS. THEY, LIKE ME, ARE ANGERED 

ABOUT THE BLATANT DISREGARD SHOWN TO RESIDENTS OF 

OUR BELOVED NEIGHBORHOOD. ONE OF THEM WAS 

RECENTLY FLOODED DUE TO THE NEW CONSTRUCTION 

BEHIND HER FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE 40 YEARS SHE'S 

OCCUPIED HER HOME. ONLY A PORTION OF MY PROPERTY'S 

VALUE DERIVES FROM MY ABILITY TO PUT A MASSIVE 

STRUCTURE ON IT. REGARDLESS OF HOW YOU ACT 

TONIGHT, MY LOT REMAINS IN A CHARMING, HEAVILY TREED 

NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATED CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN. ITS 

VALUE WILL ALWAYS REFLECT THAT. JUST LAST WEEK I WAS 

OFFERED THE SAME AMOUNT FOR MY HOUSE THAT A 

NEIGHBOR SOLD THEIRS FOR IN JANUARY PREMORATORIUM. 

I SEE NO EVIDENCE OF RAPIDLY DECLINING PROPERTY 

VALUES. I ASK THAT YOU LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE WHO 

ACTUALLY OWN THESE AFFECTED HOMES RATHER THAN 

THE SCARE TACTICS OF THE BUILDING ASSOCIATION. GIVEN 

ALL THE RHETORIC ABOUT DENSITY, AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

AND DECLINING PROPERTY VALUES, THIS REMAINS 

PRIMARILY A FIGHT ABOUT NEW CONSTRUCTION DOLLARS. 

EVERYBODY IS A BUILDER THESE DAYS. OF THE 50 TO 60 

LOTS ON MY BLOCK, I COUNT 22 NEW RESIDENCES, BOTH 



HOUSES AND DUPLEXES EITHER RECENTLY DEPLETED OR 

STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION. ONE-THIRD. THE PACE OF THE 

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN EXTRAORDINARY. THE LAST TWO 

PROJECTS RECEIVING PERMITS PRIOR TO THE INTERIM 

RULES BOTH ON FEBRUARY EIGHTH INVOLVED 4,000 

SQUARE FOOT HOMES ON 6200 SQUARE FOOT LOTS. IF 

YOU'D LIKE TO VIEW LOOMING, BAD MASSING, LACK OF 

CONSIDERATION FOR NEIGHBORS, I INVITE FOOIT YOU TO 

TAKE A LOOK AT .65 F.A.R. I THINK THE .4 FAR RESTRICTION 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF THE PROPOSED 

RULES. IF YOU KEEP ANYTHING, PLEASE KEEP THAT IN 

PLACE. MCMANSION DON'T ADD DENSITY AND CERTAINLY 

DON'T ADD AFFORDABLE HOUSING. DUPLEXES OFFER A 

SLIGHT INCREASE IN DENSITY, BUT AT A HIGH COST TO THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS. BESIDES HAVING THE SAME 

COMPATIBILITY PROBLEMS AS MASSIVE HOMES, DUPLEXES 

OFTEN HAVE THE ADDED NIGHTMARE OF TWO DOUBLE 

DRIVEWAYS WHERE A FRONT YARD USED TO BE. I ASK THAT 

YOU DON'T EXCLUDE DUPLEXES FROM THE REGULATIONS 

FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT LITTLE ELSE WILL THEN BE 

BUILT BY THE SPECULATORS. I'M SURE THERE WILL BE SOME 

PROBLEMS WITH THE RULES, WITH ENFORCEMENT AND 

LIKELY SOME UNEXPECTED CONSEQUENCES TO ADDRESS, 

BUT PLEASE GIVE THEM A CHANCE TO WORK. EVEN THE 

TWO PRO DEVELOPMENT OPINION PIECES IN THE 

NEWSPAPER THIS MORNING ACKNOWLEDGED THE NEED TO 

CURB THE MOST EGREGIOUS BUILDING PRACTICES. I HOPE 

FOR AN OUTCOME THAT BALANCES MY RIGHT TO DEVELOP 

MY PROPERTY WITH THE RIGHTS OF MY NEIGHBORS TO 

MAINTAIN THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE. I THINK THE TASKFORCE 

HAS WORKED HARD TO STRIKE THAT BALANCE. PLEASE 

ADOPT THE PERMANENT RULES OR AT LEAST KEEP THE 

INTERIM RULES IN PLACE IF YOU DECIDE MORE STUDY IS 

NEEDED. THANKS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: IS GREGORY ROGERS HERE? SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN FAVOR. KATHY TOVO. KATHY SIGNED 

UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN FAIR FAVOR. IS LORRAINE 

ATHERTON HERE? HOW ABOUT NAN CLAYTON? OR GARY 

HYATT? SO KATHY, YOU WILL HAVE UP TO THREE MINUTES IF 

YOU NEED IT.  

NO OFFENSE, BUT YOU'VE SEEN A LOT OF PHOTOS. THAT'S 



FINE. MY NAME IS KATHY TOVO, PRESIDENT OF THE BOULDIN 

CREEK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. I'M GOING TO MAKE 

MY COMMENTS VERY SHORT. OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION STRONGLY SUPPORTS THIS ORDINANCE AND I 

WOULD LIKE TO THANK THIS COUNCIL FOR TAKING THIS 

IMPORTANT INITIATIVE AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF 

THE TASKFORCE MEMBERS WHO HAVE WORKED SO MANY 

HOURS IN COMING TO A CONSENSUS THAT REALLY OFFERS 

SOME SIGNIFICANT PROTECTIONS FOR OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD. AS YOU KNOW, TYPICAL HOUSES IN 

BOULDIN CREEK ARE ABOUT 1300 SQUARE FEET IN SIZE AND 

THE AVERAGE FAR IS SOMEWHERE RIGHT AROUND .2. SO .4 

ALLOWS BOULDIN CREEK RESIDENTS TO REALLY ADD 

SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONS TO THEIR HOUSE. SOME MIGHT 

EVEN ARGUE THAT THAT FAR IS A BIT TOO HIGH, BUT I THINK 

AS LAURA MORRISON AND THE OTHER TASKFORCE 

MEMBERS POINTED OUT THIS EVENING, PERHAPS NONE OF 

US REALIZED A PERSONAL PREFERENCE, BUT I THINK THE 

CONSENSUS HERE IS WHAT'S IMPORTANT IN THE PROCESS 

IN ARRIVING TO THAT SHOULD BE RESPECTED. AND 

COUPLED WITH THE SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE BUILDING 

ENVELOPE, I BELIEVE AND THE BCNA BELIEVES THAT THIS 

ORDINANCE WILL CURB MANY OF THE OUT OF SCALE, OUT 

OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENTS AND STRUCTURES IN 

OLDER NEIGHBORHOODS LIKE BOULDIN CREEK. SO I THANK 

YOU AGAIN AND I URGE YOU ON THE COUNCIL TO PLEASE 

SUPPORT THIS ORDINANCE THIS EVENING. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: MS. MORRISON? I SENSE A LATE ATTEMPT TO 

CURRY FAVOR WITH THE COUNCIL, BUT WELCOME.  

RIGHT. AND WHAT I WANTED TO DO IS TELL FOLKS THAT 

WHAT WE'VE BEEN DISCUSSING IS THE IDEA THAT WE 

WOULD LIMIT THE SUPPORTER'S TIME TO 45 MINUTES, AND 

THEN LET THE OPPOSITION GO FOR AS LONG AS THEY NEED 

TO GO WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLIC 

HEARING, WE WOULD GET THROUGH THE PUBLIC HEARING 

TONIGHT AND CONSIDER -- AND HAVE YOUR 

CONSIDERATION OF THE ORDINANCE. BECAUSE WE FEEL 

IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT TO GET MOVING ON, AND I KNOW 

THERE ARE A LOT OF FOANGZ THAT WANT TO SPEAK, SO IF 

THAT'S OKAY WITH YOU ALL, I WOULD LIKE TO JUST SAY 



THAT THE SUPPORTERS -- IF YOU COULD JUST CALL FOLKS 

UP MAYBE IN ORDER, MAYOR, IF FOLKS COULD JUST 

MINIMIZE THE TIME THEY SPEND TALKING, THAT WOULD BE 

GREAT. AND -- OR MAYBE NOT TALK AT ALL. AND IF YOU 

HAVE A NEED -- FEEL A REAL NEED TO MAKE SURE YOU DO 

GET IN LINE, JUST LET ME KNOW AND WE'LL POP YOU IN 

FRONT OF EVERYONE IF THAT'S OKAY.  

Mayor Wynn: THAT IS FINE. WITHOUT OBJECTION, COUNCIL, I 

GUESS I'LL TECHNICALLY ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO WAIVE 

COUNCIL RULES TO LIMIT TESTIMONY AT LEAST ON THE FOR 

SIDE FOR 45 MINUTESMENT WE'RE ALREADY AT 24 MINUTES. 

SO FOR 21 ADDITIONAL MINUTES. THEN WE'LL SEE WHAT THE 

WILL MIGHT BE FOR TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION ENABLING 

US TO HAVE SOME DEBATE BEFORE THE MIDDLE OF THE 

MORNING.  

SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KIM TO WAIVE COUNCIL 

RULES AND LIMIT TESTIMONY FOR FOLKS IN FAVOR OF THIS 

ORDINANCE TO 45 MINUTES.  

I WANT TO SAY THANK YOU FOR LAURA MORRISON FOR 

THAT GENEROUS OFFER AND WE ACCEPT IT. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: ALL IN FAVOR? OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON 

A VOTE OF FIVE TO ZERO WITH COUNCILMEMBERS 

LEFFINGWELL AND ALVAREZ OFF THE DAIS. SO WE WILL 

TAKE 24 MORE MINUTES OF TESTIMONY. THAT'S 

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN FOLKS. WE'LL KEEP COUNT. THE 

NEXT SPEAKER IN ORDER WOULD BE DOROTHY RICHTER. 

SHE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN FAVOR. AS DID 

CATHERINE MOORE. AND MATT TURNER. JEAN MATHER. 

ALLEN WARD. WELCOME, MATT. YOU WILL HAVE UP TO 

THREE MINUTES.  

MATT TURNER. I'M FOR THIS. I ACTUALLY THINK IT'S THE 

BEST THING THAT YOU COULD POSSIBLY VOTE FOR. IT'S A 

NICE MIDDLE GROUND BETWEEN DEVELOPERS AND THE 

RESIDENTIAL GUYS. I THINK THE KEY TO THIS IS THE THING 



THAT IS IN THERE THAT ALLOWS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATIONS -- ACTUALLY, NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS TO 

HAVE FLEXIBILITY ON WHAT THEY ALLOW IN THEIR EXACT 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THEY CAN INCREASE FAR, INCREASE 

ANYTHING THEY WANT. I THINK THAT'S A KEY ISSUE HERE. 

AND THANK YOU AND HAVE A GOODNIGHT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. TURNER. WELCOME.  

I AM ONE OF THOSE LITTLE OLD WHITE HAIRED LADIES WHO 

OWNS PROPERTY IN CENTRAL AUSTIN.  

Mayor Wynn: WHAT'S YOUR NAME, MA'AM?  

MY NAME IS ELLEN WARD. THANK YOU, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO 

TEM AND COUNCILMEMBERS. IN 2001 I BOUGHT MY SMALLER 

HOME IN THE 78 '04 AREA BECAUSE I WANTED TO LIVE IN THE 

CENTRAL CITY, EVEN THOUGH I COULD HAVE GOTTEN A LOT 

MORE FOOTAGE AND LAND VALUE FOR THE SAME PRICE IN 

THE SUBURBS. I CHOSE TO LIVE IN AN ESTABLISHED 

NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE I CAN EASILY REACH THE 

AMENITIES I NEED, VOLUNTEER IN ARTS AND CIVIC 

ACTIVITIES AND FULLY ENJOY THE LIFE-STYLE THAT AUSTIN 

PROVIDES. USUALLY WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE. 

IMMIGRATEFUL TO THE TASKFORCE FOR THEIR HARD WORK 

THAT CREATES A PLAN TO ALLOW MY NEIGHBORHOOD TO 

CONTINUE THRIVING AND GROWING WITHOUT DESTROYING 

THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF THIS CENTRAL AUSTIN 

AREA. MINE IS A CHANGING NEIGHBORHOOD, AS MANY OF 

THE ORIGINAL OWNERS IN THEIR 70'S, 80'S AND 90'S ARE 

LEAVING THEIR PROPERTIES. UNLESS THERE IS A 

REASONABLE RESTRICTION ON FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

AROUND ME, MY ONE-STORY HOME MAY BE SOON TOTALLY 

OVERSHATTERRED BY MCMANSIONS, COMPROMISING MY 

QUALITY OF LIFE. THE SECOND ONE. SO PLEASE SUPPORT 

THE MCMANSION ORDINANCE AS IT IS FULLY, INCLUDING 

RESTRICTIONS ON DUPLEX CONSTRUCTIONS. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. WARD. CANDACE VOLTS. SHE 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN FAVOR. WELCOME MS. 

VOLTS.  



MAYOR, COULD WE GET LIKE A LOT OF NAMES GOING ALL AT 

ONCE SO FOLKS COULD GET IN LINE? AND ALSO WE HAVE A 

COUPLE OF FOLKS THAT FEEL THE NEED TO SPEAK, IF 

THAT'S ALL RIGHT.  

Mayor Wynn: WELCOME. ALSO SANDRA CAULDRIN, BETTY 

WEED, TONY HOUSE.  

THANK YOU. I SPEAK TONIGHT IN FAVOR OF THIS 

ORDINANCE. MY HUSBAND AND I HAVE OWNED A HOME IN 

PEMBERTON FOR 21 YEARS. WE DID THE MATH USING OUR 

TCAD STATEMENTS TO DETERMINE THAT OUR MARKET 

VALUE, NOT OUR APPRAISAL VALUE, HAS GONE UP ON 

AVERAGE NINE AND A QUARTER PERCENT PER YEAR OVER 

THOSE 21 YEARS. THIS IS PRETTY GOOD EVEN WHEN YOU 

SUBTRACT THE TAXES, THE MAINTENANCE, THE HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS, AND WE GOT -- WE'VE GOTTEN TO LIVE 

THERE RENT FREE. BUT IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, 

PEMBERTON HAS LOST 20 HOUSES TO TEAR DOWNS AND 

ENLARGEMENTS, WHICH ARE SO SUBSTANTIAL THAT THE 

ORIGINAL HOUSE IS LOST. THE HUGE NEW HOMES WHICH 

HAVE REPLACED THEM HAVE DRAMATICALLY INCREASED MY 

MARKET VALUE, UP 24% LAST YEAR. AND OF COURSE, MY 

TAXES TOO. THEY'VE ALTERED THE SCALE ALONG OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS, REDUCED SUNLIGHT AND 

PRIVACY FOR THE NEIGHBORS AND CAUSED RUNOFF 

PROBLEMS WHICH I HAVE PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED AT 

GREAT COST. I HEAR THE CONCERNS ABOUT LOSS OF 

PROPERTY VALUE WITH CONSTRUCTION RESTRICTIONS. THE 

TRUTH IS, AND I QUOTE, RESTRICTIONS ON ONE PROPERTY 

CONSTITUTE PROTECTIONS FOR THE NEXT PROPERTY. AND 

I'M QUOTING THE ECONOMICS OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

BY DONOVAN (INDISCERNIBLE), WHO IS A WIDELY 

RESPECTED ECONOMIST WHO ADDRESSES ISSUES 

REPRESENTED BY RESTRICTIONS PLACED BY HISTORIC 

DISTRICTS, DESIGN GUIDELINES AND CONSTRUCTION 

RESTRICTIONS. AND I QUOTE, REAL ESTATE VALUE IS 

INTERDEPENDENT. THE VALUE DOESN'T EMERGE FROM 

WITHIN THE PROPERTY LINES, BUT IS PRIMARILY BASED ON 

THE INVESTMENTS OTHERS HAVE MADE, THE CITY, 

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS, ETCETERA. I THINK THIS IS 

WHAT REALTORS MEAN WHEN THEY SAY LOCATION, 

LOCATION, LOCATION. WHILE RESTRICTIONS REDUCE THE 



RANGE OF THINGS THAT I CAN DO WITH MY PROPERTY, THEY 

ALSO PROTECT ME FROM INAPPROPRIATE AND VALUE-

REDUCING ACTIONS THAT OR PROPERTY OWNERS MIGHT 

TAKE. PROPERLY DRAWN RESTRICTIONS MAY DIMINISH THE 

SPECULATIVE VALUE OF A SINGLE PROPERTY, BUT THEY 

INCREASE THE COMPOSITE VALUES OF THE SUM OF THE 

PROPERTIES. AND THIS IS ALL FROM MR. REPITAMA. THE 

IDEA THAT RESTRICTIONS REDUCE PROPERTY VALUES IS 

BLATANTLY UNTRUE AND TO QUOTE THAT AS THE HOME 

BUILDERS ASSOCIATION WAS USING ALL WEEK IN THE 

PAPER WITH THE LITTLE OLD LADY CLUTCHING HER BROW, 

MY NAME IS MY NEST EGG. PLEASE HELP MY INVESTMENT 

GO UP IN VALUE TONIGHT. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT. [ APPLAUSE ]  

HELLO. MAY NAME IS SANDRA AND I'M A MEMBER OF THE 

NORTH FIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. I CAME HERE 

TO TELL YOU THAT I SUPPORT THE PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS THAT WOULD LIMIT THE SIZE AND 

IMPERVIOUS COVER OF NEW HOUSING IN MY ZIP CODE, 

78751. WE LIVE NEXT DOOR TO ONE OF THE LEE SUPER 

TWO'S AND THIS DORM IS ONE OF THE PICTURES THAT ANDY 

AND SEBASTION SHOWED IN THEIR PRESENTATIONS 

EARLIER TONIGHT. WE ALREADY HAVE WHAT CAN ONLY BE 

CLASSIFIED AS A MCMANSION ON ONE SIDE OF US AND THE 

HOUSE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF US IS FOR SALE AND UNDER 

CONTRACT WITH AN UNKNOWN PERSON OR ENTITY. THE 

HOUSE HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY IGNORED SINCE IT WENT ON 

THE MARKET AND THE LAST DORM KNOCKED A LARGE TREE 

AND POWER LINE DOWN IN THE BACKYARD. THE PRESENT 

OWNER IS AWARE OF THIS, BUT BECAUSE NOTHING HAS 

BEEN DONE I REALLY FEEL THE HOUSE IS SCHEDULED FOR 

DEMOLITION AS SOON AS THE SALE IS COMPLETE. I FEEL WE 

STAND A GOOD CHANCE OF OWNING AN 875 SQUARE FOOT 

COT TOJ WITH TWO GIANT HOUSES ON BOTH SIDES OF US. 

WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE US? WE ALREADY HAVE PRIVACY 

ISSUES WITH ONE HOUSE LOOMING OVER US. AND WHAT 

ABOUT PROPERTY VALUE? WHAT WILL THAT LOOK LIKE WITH 

A TINY HOUSE SET BETWEEN TWO STUDENT DORMS. WE 

LOVE OUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND HAVE LIVED IN CENTRAL 

AUSTIN FOR OVER 10 YEARS. WE RENTED OUR CURRENT 

HOUSE FOR THREE YEARS AND WE'RE FINALLY ABLE TO 



PURCHASE IT IN 2005. WE LIVE IN A NEIGHBORHOOD WITH 

OLDER SMALL HOMES THAT HAVE CHARACTER BECAUSE WE 

LIKE THESE TYPES OF NEIGHBORHOODS. OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD IS ZONED FOR SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES. WE 

WOULD LIKE TO SEE SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES AND 

REASONABLE DUPLEXES BUILT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, 

NOT CHEAPLY BUILT MULTIUNIT DORMS WITH NO CONCERN 

FOR THE NEIGHBORS OR THE NEIGHBORHOOD QUALITY OF 

LIFE. I WOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT I AM NOT AGAINST 

PROGRESS OR GROWTH OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT I DO 

WANT THE CITY TO PASS THIS ORDINANCE AND MOST 

IMPORTANTLY ENFORCE THE ORDINANCE AND HAVE STRICT 

PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE AND DEVELOPERS WHO 

TRY TO USE LOOPHOLES TO BYPASS THESE REGULATIONS. 

THANKS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU.  

BETTY WEED.  

Mayor Wynn: AND AFTER MS. WEED, WE'LL BE AT 39 MINUTES, 

SO THERE WILL BE SIX MORE MINUTE LEFT, LAURA, FOR 

Y'ALL TO SEND FOLKS UP. WELCOME MS. WEED.  

GOOD MORNING, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, 

COUNCILMEMBERS. THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

SPEAK. MY NAME IS BETTY WEED AND I AM A HOMEOWNER 

IN THE SHERWOOD OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD NEAR ST. 

EDWARD'S. I'VE SPOKEN BEFORE COUNCIL, BUT I HAVE TO 

SAY THAT DESPITE THE HOUR, AND I'M NOT 21 YEARS OLD 

ANYMORE, THIS IS A REAL PLEASURE. THIS ORDINANCE IS 

ONE OF THE GUTSIEST AND MOST IMPRESSIVE ACTION THAT 

THE CITY COUNCIL HAS EVER UNDERTAKEN. I AM DELIGHTED 

WITH THE LEADERSHIP YOU HAVE SHOWN IN IMPOSING AN 

INTERIM ORDINANCE AND SUPPORTING THE TASKFORCE. [ 

APPLAUSE ] I ASK THAT YOU MAINTAIN THE STRENGTH, THE 

STRENGTH IT HAS TAKEN TO RESIST THE ONSLAUGHT OF 

SPECULATORS WHO IS ONLY INTEREST IS IN MAKING A BUCK 

AND NOT IN KEEPING AUSTIN A WONDERFUL PLACE TO LIVE. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. PLEASE VOTE FOR THIS. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE SIX MINUTES LEFT, AND TONY HOUSE, 



COREY WALTON AND --  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

Mayor Wynn: THESE ARE FOLKS IN FAVOR OF THE 

ORDINANCE. WE HAVE SIX MORE MINUTES OF TESTIMONY 

LEFT, TONY HOUSE, COREY WALTON, PAM WHITINGTON, 

STANLEY KACZYNSKI, KIM JOHNSON, NATHAN SOUTH, 

ELIZABETH CASH. ANYBODY?  

THANK YOU, COUNCIL. I'LL BE BRIEF. KEN JOHNSON, I'M JUST 

A RESIDENT IN THE EDGE MONT AREA NEAR PEM 

PEMBERTON. IT'S INTERESTING I HAD THE MISFORTUNE OF 

LIVING SOMEWHERE ELSE BEFORE I CAME TO AUSTIN AND I 

DID LIVE IN A PLACE WHERE THERE WAS AN ARCHITECTURAL 

REVIEW BOARD. WHAT THAT PROCESS DID WAS MAKE ME AS 

A HOMEOWNER DOING RENOVATION THINK ABOUT MY 

NEIGHBORS, THINK ABOUT MY COMMUNITY. I FOUND IT A 

VERY POSITIVE PROCESS IF THAT HELPS YOUR 

CONSIDERATION. I AM IN FAVOR OF THIS ORDINANCE. IT 

PROVIDES A PICTURE, IT PROVIDES A PROCESS, AND IT 

PROVIDES A PROMISE TO BE REVIEWED IN THE FUTURE. 

THOSE ARE THREE IMPORTANT THINGS AND I THINK IT CAN 

DO A LOT OF GOOD FOR AUSTIN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

MORNING, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM. MY NAME IS COREY 

WALTON. I'M VICE-PRESIDENT OF BOULDIN CREEK 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, WHICH STRONGLY 

SUPPORTS THE TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE 

YOU TONIGHT. BEFORE THIS MORNING YESTERDAY WAS THE 

BIRTHDAY OF FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT. ANYBODY KNOW 

THAT? I BRING THIS UP BECAUSE FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 

WAS CELEBRATED IN HIS TIME IN THE DESIGN -- HOME 

DESIGN BUSINESS FOR HIS ABILITY TO WORK CREATIVELY 

WITHIN RESTRAINTS, AND I THINK THIS ORDINANCE IS ALL 

ABOUT COMMON SENSE, RESTRAINTS WITH PLENTY OF 

LATITUDE FOR BUILDERS, DESIGNERS, HOMEOWNERS TO 

WORK, TO GROW, TO LIVE AND TO EXPLORE CREATIVELY. 

IT'S NOT ABOUT MAXING OUT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS AT 

YOUR NEIGHBORS' EXPENSE. SO I THANK YOU MAYOR AND 

COUNCIL, FOR YOUR BOWLED INITIATIVE AND APPOINTING 

THIS TASKFORCE AND I HOPE SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED 



ORDINANCE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

I REALLY APPRECIATE WHAT THE TASKFORCE HAS DONE 

AND THE FACT THAT 15 OUT OF 16 MEMBERS CAME TO 

CONSENSUS ON MAY 12TH IS A MIRACLE IN MY OPINION 

HAVING LIVED IN AUSTIN FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS AND 

WATCHED THE CITY DEAL WITH NEIGHBORHOODS AND 

PLANNING AND ZONING. I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT I'M 

REALLY DISAPPOINTED IN THE THREE OR FOUR MEMBERS 

OF THE TASKFORCE WHO AT THE VERY END OF THE 

PROCESS WERE DISINGENUOUS, DISRESPECTFUL, GRAND 

STAND AND TOOK ATTENTION, USED MONEY FROM THE 

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION TO CONTEST US AT THE 

VERY END WHEN THERE WAS NO WAY TO DO A PROCESS. 

THEY DISRESPECTED THE ENTIRE PROCESS THEY WERE IN 

BY FILING A MINORITY REPORT AT THE LAST MOMENT. I 

SUPPORT THE ORDINANCE, I SUPPORT THE COUNCIL. EVEN 

DURING THIS WHOLE PROCESS I HOPE YOU CAN DO ZONING 

AND NEIGHBORHOOD ENFORCEMENT AND PLANNING IN 

SUPPORT OF THIS ORDINANCE AND I REALLY HOPE THAT 

YOU CAN HAVE A FIRST READING TONIGHT AND COME UP 

WITH A VOTE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: I'M PAUSING THE CLOCK. I'M JUST GOING TO SAY 

MINORITY REPORTS ARE A VERY APPROPRIATE FORMAT 

FOR ANY BOARD OR COMMISSION. [ APPLAUSE ] TO GIVE 

FEEDBACK. I THOUGHT THE REPORT WAS DONE IN I 

THOUGHT A GOOD SPIRIT AND GREAT TASTE AND HE'S A 

VERY PRODUCTIVE PART OF THAT TASKFORCE. SO A LITTLE 

LESS THAN THREE MINUTES LEFT. WELCOME.  

MY NAME IS EDWARD TOSH, PRESIDENT OF THE BREJ 

BRACKER WOODS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. THERE 

WILL BE A LOT OF TESTIMONY TONIGHT TO TELL YOU WHAT 

YOU CAN'T DO WITH YOUR PROPERTY. I'M HERE TO TELL 

YOU WHAT I CAN STILL DO WITH MY PROPERTY. I CAN STILL 

SCRAPE MY HOME, I CAN BUILD A HOME OVER THREE TIME 

THE SIZE OF MY EXISTING HOME IN ANY STYLE I CHOSE. I 

CAN BUILD A HOME OVER 30 FEET IN HEIGHT. I CAN BUILD A 

HOME WITHIN FIVE FEET OF MY NEIGHBORS'S PROPERTY 

AND I CAN STILL BUILD A DUPLEX SHOULD I CHOOSE TO IN 



ANY STYLE I WANT. THE BREAKER WOODS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS THESE ORDINANCE AND AS 

PRESIDENT OF THE BREAKER WOODS NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION, INPUT TO ME HAS BEEN POSITIVE. OVER750 

HOMES MAKE UP THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION AND 

NOT ONE PROPERTY OWNER HAS CONTACTED ME TELLING 

ME WE'RE DOING THE WRONG THING FOR THEIR OWN 

PROPERTY OR THE CITY OF AUSTIN. THANK YOU FOR 

CONSIDERING THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

ORDINANCES AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO 

THE WELL-BEING OF AUSTIN'S NEIGHBORHOODS. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU.  

MAYOR, COUNCILMEMBERS, STEVEN WOLFE, 510 DEEP 

EDDY. YOU KNOW PLENTY ABOUT THE EGREGIOUSNESS 

THAT HAPPENED AT 505 DEEP EDDY. I HAVE THREE WORDS, 

ENFORCEMENT, ENFORCEMENT, ENFORCEMENT. THANK 

YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

GOOD EVENING, COUNCILMEMBERS, MY NAME IS NEOL PAUL 

LET AND I LIVE IN THE TARRYTOWN AREA. I'M GOING TO TRY 

TO DO THIS QUICKLY. BASICALLY I'M NOT FOR STOPPING MY 

GROWTH. I AM FOR STOPPING THIS REALLY BAD TREND OF 

OVERSIZING. I HAVE A HOUSE BEHIND ME THAT WAS TORN 

DOWN ON ONE LOT, THEY MADE IT INTO TWO LOTS, MAXED 

OUT THE LOT WITH A HUGE HOME, HAD A JACKHAMMER UP A 

BUNCH OF CEMENT FOR THE IMPERVIOUS COVER. IN FRONT 

OF ME I'VE HAD A HOME TORN DOWN AND A 7100 SQUARE 

FOOT HOME BUILT FOR ONE FAMILY. BESIDE ME I HAVE MY 

NEIGHBOR TELLING ME THAT THEY'RE GOING TO BE 

TEARING DOWN THEIR HOME AND A 3500 SQUARE FOOT 

HOME BUILT THERE. IT JUST GETTING OUT OF HAND. 

TONIGHT MY FIVE-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER ASKED ME IF I 

COULD STOP THE NOISE AT 9:40 AT NIGHT BECAUSE OF THE 

HAMMERING. WE'VE GOT TO DO SOMETHING. SO PLEASE 

ENFORCE IT. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: 20 SECONDS. [ LAUGHTER ] OBVIOUSLY WE'LL 

GIVE YOU TIME TO CONCLUDE. WELCOME.  

I'M ELIZABETH BROOKS. I LIVE IN TRAVIS HEIGHTS. I'VE BEEN 



IN AUSTIN SINCE THE 1960'S. AND I'M ALSO A REAL ESTATE 

BROKER. I SELL REAL ESTATE IN CENTRAL AUSTIN. AND I'M 

HERE IN SUPPORT OF THE TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATIONS. 

THEY JUST SEEM OBVIOUS TO ME THAT TO SUPPORT THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS IS TO SUPPORT AUSTIN. THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO COUNCIL, THAT CONCLUDES 45 

MINUTES OF TESTIMONY FROM FOLKS WHO HAVE SPOKEN IN 

FAVOR OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE. WE'LL NOW GO AND 

GET TESTIMONY FROM FOLKS IN OPPOSITION. AND WE 

WOULD WELCOME ANY RECOMMENDATION OR OFFER FROM 

THAT SIDE, BUT WE'LL JUST START WORKING THROUGH THE 

SEQUENCE OF FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK 

IN OPPOSITION.  

MAYOR, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY BEFORE PEOPLE LEAVE, THE 

ONES WHO ARE SUPPORTING THE ORDINANCE AND BEFORE 

THEY LEAVE, I THINK THEY'RE PROBABLY THE SMARTER 

GROUP BECAUSE THERE'S 20 MINUTES LEFT UNTIL LAST 

CALL. [ LAUGHTER ] BUT I APPRECIATE YOU COMING OUT. 

AND I KNOW SOME OF YOU WILL BE WATCHING AT HOME 

AND I APPRECIATE YOUR INPUT AND YOUR SUGGESTIONS 

AND YOUR -- AND OF COURSE THE TASKFORCE MEMBERS 

WORK ON THIS.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. SO OUR FIRST -- I JUST LOST IT. OUR 

FIRST SIGNED UP SPEAKER IN OPPOSITION WAS DEAN 

BARRERA. IS DEAN STILL HERE?  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

Mayor Wynn: I HOPE THE OTHER FOLKS DON'T MIND. AND 

CHRIS ALLEN IS SIGNED UP DONATING TIME TO YOU. IS 

CHRIS HERE?  

YEAH.  

Mayor Wynn: CHRIS IS SHOWN AS FOR, BUT DONATING HIS 

TIME TO DAVID WENTWORTH WHO SIGNED UP AGAINST. 

YOU'RE DONATING YOUR THREE MINUTES TO DAVID?  



YEAH.  

I DIDN'T HACK THE SYSTEM.  

I LOVE DAVID.  

SO DAVID, YOU HAVE UP TO SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

OKAY. I DON'T NEED IT ALL. GOOD EVENING, 

COUNCILMEMBERS, I'M DAVID WHITWORTH. A VOTE FOR THE 

RESIDENTIAL TASKFORCE PROPOSAL IS A VOTE AGAINST 

AFFORDABILITY. IN AN EFFORT TO ELIMINATE OUT OF SCALE 

HOMES, THIS PROPOSAL MAKES THE HOME SPACE SMALLER 

IN RELATION TO THE LAND SIZE. THIS MEANS THE COST OF 

MORE LAND IS IN THE PRICE OF EVEN MODERATE SIZED 

HOMES AND THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA EXPECTED IS HUGE AT 

THIS POINT. WE'RE GOING TO MAKE PEOPLE DRAG ALONG 

MORE LAND COST IN THEIR MORTGAGE IN A TIME WHEN 

MANY PEOPLE WANT LESS YARD IN THE URBAN CORE. YOU 

DON'T HAVE TO BE LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY LINE TO 

WANT MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALTERNATIVES IN 

AUSTIN. SUBSIDIZED HOUSE SG A DROP IN THE BUBLGHT 

AND NOT AVAILABLE TO THE WHOLE MARKET. ULTIMATELY 

TO REALLY MAKE AUSTIN AFFORDABLE, IT WILL FALL TO THE 

BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE MORE 

AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVES. THIS PROPOSAL DOES NOT 

GIVE US THE TOOLS WE NEED. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WE 

VIABLE ALTERNATIVE, THE DUPLEX TO CONDO, IS MADE 

FINANCIALLY INFEASIBLE. THIS PROPOSAL WILL MAKE 

MATTERS WORSE IN A VERY REAL WAY. THE PEOPLE TO 

WHOM MONEY IS NO OPTION WILL JUST START GOBBLING UP 

TWO LOTS TO BUILD THE SAME HOUSES IN DESIRABLE 

AREAS AFTER THIS. AN IDEA WORTH DISCUSSION -- AND I'M 

GOING TO THROW THIS OUT THERE, IS DECREASING THE 

LEGAL LOT SIZE IN AUSTIN. THAT WAY ON THE RIGHT 

CORNER OF THE RIGHT BLOCK, SOMEONE COULD INCREASE 

THE NUMBER OF LOTS AND WHEN THE USE OF THESE NEW 

SMALLER LOTS ARE MAXIMIZED, THE HOUSES ARE SMALLER 

TOO. THE HOUSES ARE FOREAFFORDABLE AND THEY DON'T 

LOOM OVER THE NEIGHBORS. THINK ABOUT IT. AUSTIN IS 

UNIQUE BECAUSE OF ITS MUSIC MAKERS AND ARTISTS. IF 

MUSICIANSS AND ARTISTS CAN'T AFFORD TO LIVE HERE, 

THEN THEIR DEPARTURE WILL BE THE REAL LOSS OF 



CHARACTER IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS. IT SHOULDN'T 

MATTER IF HOUSES ARE 10 FEET OR 15 FEET FROM EACH 

OTHER IF WE CAN KEEP THEM HERE. THE CREATIVE CLASS 

ADDS FLAVOR TO AUSTIN, BUT ADDITIONALLY THE WORKING 

CLASS IS A BIG PART OF WHY OUR CITY TICKS AND I HAVE 

NOT HEARD DISCUSSION OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THIS 

ISSUE. THE TASKFORCE HAS REDEFINED FAR WHICH MAKES 

THIS A GAME OF HIDE THE SQUARE FOOTAGE. IT MAKES IT 

SOUND LIKE THEY ARE ALLOWING MORE SPACE THAN THEY 

ACTUALLY ARE ON A PIECE OF LAND. A REALTOR WOULD 

GET SUED FOR SELLING SOMEONE A 1500 SQUARE FOOT 

HOUSE AND INCLUDING THE GARAGE IN THAT FIGURE. AS 

STEWARDS OF OUR CITY, COUNCILMEMBERS WILL FOREVER 

BE SPEAKING IN APPLES WHILE ALL OTHER CITIES ARE 

SPEAKING IN ORANGES. IT WILL BE WORSE THAN 

CONVERTING FROM FAHRENHEIT TO CELSIUS EVERY TIME 

YOU GET INTO AN FAR DISCUSSION WITH THE REAL ESTATE 

COMMUNITY. I CAN ONLY IMAGINE THE COUNTLESS HOURS 

THAT WILL BE WASTED AND THE SNAFUS THAT IT WILL 

CREATE, BUT MOSTLY THIS REDEFINITION OF FAR IS 

MISLEADING. SOME OF YOU MIGHT BE THINKING ABOUT THE 

CORRIDOR CONCEPT. CORRIDORS ARE A NEAT IDEA AND WE 

SHOULD PURSUE THIS. BUT PEOPLE LIVE IN 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND DESERVE ACCESS TO 

NEIGHBORHOODS. FURTHERMORE, THE KIND OF DEEP 

POCKETS IT TAKES TO DEVELOP A MIXED USE CORRIDOR 

PROJECT MEANS OUT OF TOWN CORPORATIONS WILL END 

UP DEVELOPING AUSTIN. IT WILL PUSH THE LOCAL BUILDER 

LIKE MYSELF OUT OF THE PICTURE. THE KIND OF BUILDER 

THAT KNOWS PEOPLE IN TOWN, SWIMS IN BARTON SPRINGS 

AND GENUINELY LOVES BEING A PART OF THIS COMMUNITY. 

PLEASE SEND THE TASKFORCE BACK TO WORK FOR I DON'T 

THINK TOO MANY REVISIONS HERE. WHAT WE NEED IS .5 FAR 

AS DEFINED BY NORMAL CONVENTION. I'M GAME FOR MASS 

AND SCALE BEING DEFINED BY THE ENVELOPE. IF A 

DESIGNER CAN FIT .5 FAR WITHIN THE ENVELOPE, THEN 

EVERYBODY WINS. COMPATIBILITY IMPLIES CO-EXISTENCE. 

AND IT DOESN'T MEAN MAKING NEW CONSTRUCTION 

INFEASIBLE. ALSO, PLEASE END THE MORATORIUM ARREST 

AT LEAST THE FAR AT .5 BY THE CONVENTIONAL DEFINITION. 

AS A PLANNING COMMISSIONER STATED, WE NEED TO ERR 

ON THE SIDE OF LESS RESTRICTION AND MOVE FROM THERE 



TOWARDS MORE RESTRICTION IF NECESSARY. BUT THE 

MORATORIUM IS KEEPING SOME NEAT HOUSING 

ALTERNATIVES ON THE SHELF SHELF AS WE SPEAK. THANK 

YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO I CALL DEANED. MATT 

RISINGER? MARK HERRON. SHEILA FLEMING. SO I GUESS 

WAS MATT ALSO NOT HERE OR MARK HERRON SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. SHEILA FLEMING SIGNED 

UP IN OPPOSITION, SPEAKING. ROBERT NASH SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. IF YOU HEAR YOUR 

NAME, PLEASE STEP FORWARD.  

DEAN, ARE YOU POPPING UP OR AM I JUMPING IN NOW? 

OKAY. MY NAME IS MATT RISINGER, I REPRESENT RISINGER 

HOMES, JUST A SMALL INFILL BUILDER. I BUILD HIGH 

PERFORMANCE GREEN HOMES IN INFILL AREAS.  

Mayor Wynn: SORRY, MATT, BUT SOME FOLKS HAD SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO DONATE TIME TO YOU IF THEY'RE STILL HERE. 

DOUGLAS --  

I THINK THEY'RE ALL GONE AT THIS POINT.  

Mayor Wynn: YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. 

I'LL BE BRIEF. I KNOW WE'RE ALL TIRED. IT NOT REALLY IN MY 

SPEECH, BUT I FEEL LIKE WE'VE HEARD SOME REALLY GOOD 

TESTIMONY FROM NEIGHBORS TODAY AND FROM 

HOMEOWNERS WHO ARE SPEAKING FROM THE HEART AND 

WHAT'S HAPPENING TO THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS. AND I FEEL 

LIKE AS REPRESENTING A BUILDER HERE TONIGHT, I JUST 

WANT TO -- MAYBE I'M SAYING THIS BECAUSE I'M HOPING MY 

TIRES AREN'T SLASHED DOWN THERE, BUT I JUST TOPT SAY 

THE BUILDERS THAT ARE HERE TONIGHT AND THE FOLKS 

THAT YOU'VE HEARD TESTIMONY FROM, WE GENUINELY 

CARE ABOUT THIS COMMUNITY. WE WANT TO BUILD COOL 

THINGS. WE WANT NEIGHBORHOODS THAT HAVE GOOD 

FABRIC, THAT ARE WALKABLE, THAT PEOPLE CARE AND 

THAT ARE VIBRANT AND LIVEABLE, AND THAT'S MY DESIRE. 

AND I KNOW THE GUYS THAT ARE HERE TONIGHT FEEL THE 

SAME WAY. SO WE MAY NOT BE 100% ON THE SAME PAGE 

WITH BOTH SEEDS OF THIS COIN, BUT I THINK THERE IS 



QUITE A BIT OF SEQUENCE HERE AND I DO WANT TO THANK 

THE TASKFORCE AND ALL THOSE MEMBERS FOR HUNDREDS, 

LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF TIME SPENT AND 

WE'RE REAL CLOSE. AND A COUPLE OF MY COMMENTS 

TONIGHT ARE REALLY MIRRORED FROM SID GALINDO FROM 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION. I'M KIND OF REGURJ 

GATETATING WHAT HE SAID. HE BOUGHT BUREAUCRAT UP 

THREE POINT ON TUESDAY NIGHT AND I WOULD LIKE TO 

OFFER THOSE UP. AND THEY'RE A LITTLE SIMILAR SO WHAT 

MICHAEL SAID IN HIS MINORITY REPORT. NUMBER ONE, I 

THINK A 17-FOOT INSTEAD OF A 15-FOOT AT THE PROPERTY 

LINE WOULD REALLY GIVE BUILDERS SOME FLEXIBILITY. 

WE'RE TALK BEING A TWO-FOOT DIFFERENCE. I THINK THE 

TENT UNDERSTAND IS A GREAT ONE, BUT I WOULD ASK FOR 

MORE FLEXIBILITY IN THAT. I THINK WE'RE NOT GOING TO 

SEE HUGE LOOMING STRUCTURES WITH THAT ADDITIONAL 

TWO FEET. NUMBER TWO, I BELIEVE THAT THE PREVIOUS 

SPEAKER WHO TALKED ABOUT HEATING AND COOLING 

SPACE AND FAR, IT'S WAY EASIER TO UNDERSTAND, IT'S 

WAY EASIER TO IMPLEMENT AND I WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE 

TO SEE HEATING AND COOLED FAR AND A .5 WOULD BE 

GREAT. I REALLY THINK THAT'S GOING TO GIVE US SUITABLE 

NUMBER TO WORK WITH. LASTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK 

QUICKLY ABOUT THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION. SID 

GALINDO MADE THIS MENTION AS WELL. I'D LOVE TO SEE A 

30 DAY TURNAROUND AS WELL SO I WOULD HAVE SOME 

ASSURANCE THAT I WILL HAVE SOME DATE THAT I WILL SEE 

SOMETHING BACK FROM THEM. AND I THINK 30 DAYS IS 

REASONABLE. I'D LIKE TO SEE THAT ADD ODD THERE. AND I'D 

ALSO LIKE TO SEE INCLUDED ON THAT PANEL OF CITIZENS 

AT LARGE AND PROFESSIONALS THAT YOU WOULD INCLUDE 

ONE TRCC REGISTERED BUILDER AND ONE TRCC 

REGISTERED REMODELER SO WE CAN HAVE SOME 

REPRESENTATION ON THAT REVIEW PANEL. AND I KNOW I'M 

RELYING HEAVILY HERE, BUT ONE QUOTE FROM TUESDAY 

NIGHT, WHY WON'T WE ERR ON THE SIDE OF HOMEOWNER 

FREEDOM RATHER THAN BEING TOO RESTRICTIVE? AND SID 

SAID, LET'S LOOK AT THESE RESTRICTIONS AGAIN IN SIX 

MONTHS. AND IF .5 REALLY IS TOO CLOSE OR 17 FEET AT 

THE PROPERTY LINE IS TOO CLOSE, WE'RE PLANNING ON 

RECONVENING THIS TASKFORCE. WE'LL BRING IT BACK 

DOWN. [ BUZZER SOUNDS ] I BELIEVE THAT IF WE IMPLEMENT 



THESE THINGS, YOU'RE GOING TO SEE THAT 95 TO 99% OF 

THE ISSUE THAT WE'RE TALK BEING, THESE LOOMING 

STRUCTURES, THESE HOUSES THAT ARE OUT OF SCALE IN 

CONTEXT WITH THE NEIGHBORS, I THINK THEY'RE GOING TO 

GO AWAY AND YOU'RE STILL GOING TO SEE SOME OF THEM 

PUT UNFORTUNATELY IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS BECAUSE 

THEY'VE GOTTEN PERMITS FOR A LOT OF HOUSES BEFORE 

THE DEADLINE, BUT THOSE ARE GOING TO START GOING 

AWAY AND I THINK WE'LL SEE SOME GOOD OUTCOMES FROM 

THIS PROPOSAL. SO I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MATT. COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YOU ONCE AGAIN CAME ONE A GOOD IDEA THAT I 

WANTED TO ASK YOU ABOUT. BY THE WAY, FOR ALL OF YOU 

THAT DON'T KNOW, MATT IS THE WAY WHO CAME UP WITH 

THE ATTIC AND BASEMENT EXEMPTION IDEAS. HE'S BEEN A 

REAL GOOD SOURCE OF GOOD IDEAS. AND YOU'VE 

SUGGESTED THE IDEA OF HAVING A REGISTERED BUILDER 

AND A REGISTERED REMOLDER ON THE SIGN AND REVIEW 

COMMITTEE. WE HEARD SOME DISTINCTION. THE RHO 

MINORITY REPORT HAD I THINK REALLY QUESTIONED 

WHETHER TO DO A DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE AT ALL. AND 

I THINK COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY AND I BOTH THOUGHT 

THAT PROVIDED A LAYER OF EXTRA PROTECTION. GRANTED 

I AGREE WITH THE 30 DAY TURNAROUND. DO YOU THINK IT 

WOULD BE GOOD TO HAVE THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

IF YOU DID HAVE THE 30 DAY TURNAROUND?  

ABSOLUTELY. NO MATTER WHAT WE END UP WITH, IF WE DID 

A .1 FAR I THINK IT'S A GOOD IDEA. IF WE DID A .7. I THINK IT'S 

A GREAT CALL BECAUSE I BUILD HOUSES THAT ARE 

DIFFERENT THAN FIT INTO THESE RULES. I BROUGHT A 

PETER PFEIFFER PLAN WITH ME TONIGHT I WAS GOING TO 

PRESENT TO YOU THAT IS IS .4 FAR THAT I GET HIT ON THIS 

30-FOOT -- I FORGET THE EXACT RULE, BUT IT 30 FEET ON 

YOUR 15-FOOT AND IT CAN GO WITHOUT HAVING TO JOG IN. 

IT A GREAT PLAN, A STORY AND A HALF, BUT I WOULDN'T BE 

ABLE TO DO THAT. I'D BE DROPPED OUT JUST BECAUSE I 

HAD LIKE 39 FEET. SO THAT WOULD BE THE THING THAT I 

WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE TO BE ABLE TO GO BEFORE A 

GROUP OF FOLKS AND SAY, LOOK, THIS PLAN MAKES SENSE, 



IT'S WITHIN THE SCALE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. IT'S WELL 

DESIGNED. I SPENT A LOT OF MONEY ON SOME GREAT 

ARCHITURE AND I'M GETTING TOSSED OUT ON THIS ONE 

RULE. AND A LOT OF IT IS BECAUSE I HAVE A 10-FOOT PORCH 

ON THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE AND WE DON'T WANT TO GET 

RID OF PORCHES. THEY'RE GREAT FOR OUR COMMUNITIES. 

SO WHAT'S EASIER FOR ME, TO DELETE THAT PORCH 

BECAUSE I HAVE NO OPTIONS AND NO ONE TO APPEAL TO 

OR LET'S KEEP THAT PORCH IN, GOOD ON GO FOR A REVIEW 

PANEL AND LET ME KEEP THIS GREAT PORCH ON THIS 

HOUSE? I THINK IT MAKES SENSE. SO FROM MY SPEAKER 

PERSPECTIVE, PLEASE KEEP THAT IN.  

McCracken: THAT'S VERY HELPFUL.  

Mayor Wynn: MARK HERRON? ROBERT NASH.  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

Mayor Wynn: HOW ABOUT JASON WILLIAMS OR ROB 

WAGNER? OR MARK EATON? SO ROBERT, YOU WILL HAVE UP 

TO SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, COUNCILMEMBERS, THANK YOU 

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU. UP ON THE 

SCREEN THERE IS A QUOTE FROM THE "AUSTIN AMERICAN-

STATESMAN" FROM FEBRUARY 11th, 2006. MEANWHILE 

TRAVIS COUNTY CHIEF APRAISESSER ART COREY SAID 

RESIDENT SHOULD READY THEMSELVES FOR A DROP IN 

PROPERTY VALDZ. MOTOR YOU CAN DO ON ON A PIECE OF 

DIRT THE MORE VALUABLE IT IS. BECAUSE THEY 

RESTRICTED THAT I BELIEVE THE VALUE OF THE LAND WILL 

GO DOWN, COREY SAYS. I TRIED TO LOOK ON GOOGLE FOR 

A QUOTE FROM ONE OF YOU REGARDING AN ISSUE THAT 

WAS BEFORE YOU VERY RECENTLY. THERE WAS A CHARTER 

AMENDMENT REGARDING OPEN GOVERNMENT AND IT 

SEEMS TO ME WATCHING FROM A DISTANCE THAT IT 

ESSENTIALLY WOULD HAVE AMOUNTED TO A 24 HOUR CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBER REALITY TV SHOW THAT WOULD HAVE 

LIMITED VIEWERSHIP. [ LAUGHTER ] NOT THAT YOU DON'T 

LIVE VERY EXCITING LIVES, BUT YOU RIGHTLY RAISED THE 

QUESTION OF WANTING TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THE COST 

AND THE ECONOMIC IMPACT, AND I THINK THE COST THAT 



WAS FLOATED WAS PRETTY STAGGERING. AND I THINK THAT 

YOU WERE RIGHT IN THE SPIRIT OF THAT CONCERN AND IN 

THAT APPROACH, AND I WOULD JUST THINK -- I WOULD 

ENCOURAGE YOU TO PICK UP THAT SPIRIT AND THAT 

APPROACH IN THINKING ABOUT THIS ISSUE. AS FAR AS I CAN 

TELL, THERE HAS BEEN NO CREDIBLE ANALYSIS OF 

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF WHAT YOU'RE ABOUT TO DO TO DATE. 

NOW, SUPPORTERS SAY THAT OUR -- THE ADVERSARIES' 

COMMENT ABOUT LOWER PROPERTY VALUES AND HENCE 

TAX VALUES, ETCETERA, ARE ILL FOUNDED. WELL, IF -- WE 

DO THIS EVERYDAY FOR A LIVING. WE'RE OUT THERE 

BUYING PROPERTY, SIZING IT UP, SELLING IT. IF WE'RE 

WRONG, LET'S FIND AN INDEPENDENT THIRD PARTY WHO 

CAN SORT OF TAKE A LOOK AT THIS BEFORE WE MOVE 

FORWARD. I THINK THE EDITORIAL OPINION OF THE 

STATESMAN REALLY SORT OF HIT THAT SQUARELY TODAY. I 

WANT TO JUST GIVE YOU A QUICK REAL WORLD CASE STUDY 

THAT ADDRESSES WHETHER OR NOT THERE IS ABSOLUTELY 

NO ECONOMIC IMPACT. THIS IS MY POSTER CHILD FOR A 

NEIGHBORHOOD APPROPRIATE DUPLEX THAT DOESN'T 

LOOM AND IT LOOKS AND FEELS LIKE THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

GENTLY INCREASES DENSITY IN A VERY ECLECTIC 

NEIGHBORHOOD. AND IT'S SORT OF AN INTERESTING MODEL 

BECAUSE MOST OF WHAT YOU'VE SEEN FROM THE 

SUPPORTERS OF THE ORDINANCE WAS REALLY, REALLY 

FRIGHTENING, INAPPROPRIATE STUFF THAT SHOULD BE 

STOPPED. I'M JUST GOING TO GO DOWN WITH THE SHIP LIKE 

SOMEONE ON THE TITANIC SAIS THERE'S A LOT OF NICE 

STUFF THAT WILL GET STOPPED TOO. THAT'S 

UNFORTUNATE. I WANT YOU TO TAKE A LOOK AT THIS 

DUPLEX. THIS IS 4,000 SQUARE FEET. 2,000 FEET PER SIDE. 

THEY ARE IN EFFECT DUPLEX TOWNHOMES. EVEN THOUGH 

THEY'RE MAXING OUT ON THEIR IMPERVIOUS COVER, YOU 

WILL SEE THAT THEY HAVE A VERY SUBSTANTIAL YARD WITH 

EACH UNIT. DETAIL IS JUST GREAT. THEY REALLY ADDRESS 

THE SORT OF SIDEWALK SCAPE AND THE RELATIONSHIP TO 

THE PEDESTRIANS. AS YOU CAN SEE FROM THE FINISHES ON 

THE INSIDE, THIS IS NO GROUP HOUSE OR McDORM. IN FACT, 

EACH ONE OF THESE UNITS SOLD FOR $650,000 WITH NO 

SIGN IN THE FRONT YARD EVER. NOW, THIS IS AN EXTREME 

EXAMPLE BECAUSE IT'S IN THE HOTTEST NEIGHBORHOOD IN 

THE CITY. HOWEVER, THE LITTLE CASE STUDY I'M ABOUT TO 



SHOW YOU IS RELEVANT WHETHER YOU'RE TALKING THIS 

PRICE OR ANOTHER PRICE POINT. OKAY, PREMORATORIUM, 

BUT AFTER SUPER 2 RULES, 7,000-FOOT LOT, YOU COULD 

BUILD 4,000 FEET TOTAL, THAT'S 2,000 FEET PER SIDE, 

THAT'S ABOUT A TWO BEDROOM, THREE BATH. IN THIS CASE 

THEY SOLD FOR 650,000 PER UNIT. THAT'S A SALES PRICE OF 

$325 PER FOOT. NOW, POST MORATORIUM, #- THOUSAND 

FOOT LOT, .4 FAR MEANS YOU GET 2800 FEET. MINUS YOUR 

GARAGE, A GARAGE IS 800 FEET, BUT YOU GET 200 FEET 

CREDIT BACK. THAT MEANS YOU GET A TOTAL AIR 

CONDITIONED SPACE OF 2200 FEET. THAT'S 1100 PER SIDE. 

HAVE YOU A NET LOSS OF 1600 FEET. MULTIPLIED BY $325 A 

FOOT TIMES YOUR NET LOSS YOU HAVE A 520,000-DOLLAR 

REDUCTION IN TAX BASE, IN SELLABLE REAL ESTATE ON ONE 

LOT ALONE, ONE 7,000-FOOT LOT. THAT IS AN EXTREME 

EXAMPLE BECAUSE IT'S AS I SAID IN THE HOTTEST 

NEIGHBORHOOD IN TOWN. BUT WHAT ARE THE 

IMPLICATIONS TO THE VARIOUS PARTIES? WHAT ARE THE 

IMPLICATIONS TO THE TAX BASE OF THE CITY, THE COUNTY, 

THE SCHOOLS, TO THE INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNER OR 

SOMEONE WHO OWNS SOME RENT PROPERTY THAT 

THEY'VE OWNED AND BEEN PAYING TAXES ON FOR A LONG 

TIME? I DON'T THINK THAT'S BEEN LOOKED AT. I WANT TO 

SHOW YOU ONE OTHER THING. BEFORE THE MORATORIUM 

WENT INTO EFFECT I INITIATED SIX DUPLEX UNITS OR THREE 

BUILDINGS. BEFORE THE MORATORIUM CAME ABOUT I 

COULD NOT FIND LITTLE HOUSES IN A POOR STATE OF 

REPAIR THAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO PURCHASE. THEY 

WERE JUST SELLING TOO QUICKLY. SINCE THE MORATORIUM 

PASSED, THE SAME EXACT NEIGHBORHOOD IF YOU LOOK AT 

THESE HOUSES. THEY HAVE BEEN SITTING ON THE MARKET 

LANGUISHING, UNSOLD. YOU KNOW, AND THESE 

NEIGHBORS, THEY HAVE A SENSE THAT THE NEIGHBOR 

DOWN THE STREET GOT 200,000 FOR THEIR HOUSE AND IT 

WASN'T IN MUCH BETTER CONDITION. I DON'T HAVE THE MLS 

DATA CRUNCHED TO SHARE WITH YOUMENT OTHER PEOPLE 

ARE BETTER AT THAT THAN ME. BUT I'M OUT THERE DRIVING 

THOSE NEIGHBORHOOD LOOKING, MONITORING THE 

BUILDINGS THAT I HAVE UNDERWAY CURRENTLY. AND I SEE 

IT. CERTAIN KINDS OF SMALL INNER CITY HOMES IN 

DISREPAIR WHERE THE VALUE IS IN THE LAND ARE 

LANGUISHING ON THE MARKET UNSOLD. SOME OF THE 



POTENTIAL AND ECONOMIC AND/OR ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACTS ARE THE HOMEOWNER EQUITY THAT'S 

DECREASED. THE CITY TAX REVENUE, COUNTY, UPWARD 

PRESSURE ON TAX RATES OVER TIME BECAUSE YOU DON'T 

HAVE AS BIG A TAX BASE, SUBURBAN SPRAWL, 

ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT, OUT ON THE DELICATE 

WATERSHEDS. SO I WANT TO CLOSE QUICKLY BY SHOWING 

YOU OTHER EXAMPLES OF NICE DUPLEXES THAT WILL BE 

ILLEGAL UNDER THESE NEW RULES. THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. NASH. [ APPLAUSE ] DAN DAY 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. WELCOME 

MR. DAY. A NUMBER OF FOLKS HAD WANTED TO DONATE 

TIME TO YOU. JOHN AND CHRISTIE YOUNG, I GUESS IT IS. 

ROBERT WORE REAL OR CHRISTINE WOOD. ANY OF THOSE 

FOLKS HERE? SO MR. DAY, YOU WILL HAVE UP TO THREE 

MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. WELCOME.  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC].  

Mayor Wynn: YOU'VE GOT TO IDENTIFY YOURSELVES SO I 

REQUEST FOLLOW THE RULES HERE. YOU WILL HAVE UP TO 

SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

I WON'T NEED THREE.  

Mayor Wynn: YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY ANNE WIEKERS.  

MY NAME IS DAN DAY AND I'M A HOME BUILDER AND I'VE 

BEEN DOING THIS IN CONSTRUCTION OF REAL ESTATE FOR 

NEARLY 25 YEARS AND 16 YEARS OF RENOVAT OLD HOMES 

AND BUILDING NEW HOMES IN CENTRAL AUSTIN. I'VE BUILT 

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES AND I HAVE BUILT WHAT THEY CALL 

THE DUPLEX CONDOMINIUMS. IN FACT, THIS ONE THAT'S ON 

THE SCREEN IS PROBABLY THE FIRST DUPLEX 

CONDOMINIUM THAT WAS BUILT IN AUSTIN. I BUILT IT IN 1998 

OR '99. AND I WANTED TO TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE 

FAMILIES. I'M CONCERNED THAT THE ORDINANCE IS BAD FOR 

FAMILIES BECAUSE WE'RE NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO BUILD 

AS BIG A BUILDING TO ATTRACT FAMILIES. FAMILIES ARE 

MOVING BACK INTO THE URBAN CORE BECAUSE WEF R.WE 

HAVENEW FLOOR PLANS. WE HAVE NEW NEIGHBORHOOD 



SHOPS AND RETAIL THAT ARE WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE. 

AND IT WOULDN'T HAPPEN IF WE DIDN'T HAVE THE NEW 

QUALITY HOUSING. I'M CONCERNED ABOUT THE NEW 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION. IF ANYBODY HAS EVER 

BEEN IN FRONT OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, THEY 

KNOW HOW SUBJECTIVE THEIR DECISIONS ARE, AND THIS 

DESIGN COMMISSION IS GOING TO BE THE SAME THING. I 

THINK ALL OF US COULD -- IF WE HAD A .5 FAR AND -- FOR 

LIVING AREA, WE COULD ACCOMMODATE FAMILIES FOR 

SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEX CONDOMINIUMS. ONE OF THE 

THINGS I LIKE ABOUT THIS PICTURE I WANTED TO SHOW 

YOU, THE PICTURE AT THE BOTTOM IS WHEN I BUILT IT AND I 

LIKED LOOKING AT IT BECAUSE YOU HAD ALL THE SHRUBS 

THAT ARE KIND OF SMALL AND NEW AND MATURING. IN THIS 

PARTICULAR DUPLEX CONDOMINIUM YOU STILL SEE, I SOLD 

THIS TO A COUPLE AND THEY'RE A FAMILY, THEY LIVE ON 

THE LEFT SIDE. ON THE OTHER SIDE I SOLD IT TO THE 

HEATHS, A RETIRED COUPLE. THIS DUPLEX IS PRESUPER 

DUPLEXDUPLEX. IT COULD NOT BE BUILT AGAIN UNDER THE 

NEW RULES. ANY QUESTIONS? I'M DONE. [ONE MOMENT, 

PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] SO ARE.  

A PENALTY FOR MY HAVING A 16-FOOT TALL CEILING IN MY 

LIVING ROOM WHEN YOU ADD THE MATH UP UNDER THE 

ORDINANCE, IT COST ME ABOUT 200 FEET OF FAR. WHY I'M 

PENALIZED FOR HAVING TWO ATTACHED GARAGES AS ON 

TOED A -- OPPOSED TO A DETACHED. GAR, THE 

TERMINOLOGY THAT THEY ARE HAS BEEN INVOLVED HERE 

IN THIS PROCESS WHEN IT FIRST CAME OUT PROPOSED -- 

WE HAVE INCLUDED IN THE CEILINGS, IF YOU WANT TO THE 

SIMPLE FACTOR OF ACONDITIONED AREA, EVERYBODY 

KNOWS WHAT IT IS. YOU WANT TO A -- TO MY CASE, COULD I 

REPLICATE MY HOUSE AT A .5 FAR AND [INDISCERNIBLE], 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, BURT. KEVIN BURNS SIGNED 7 WISH 

BEING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. TRICIA WALLACE, LE LAND 

DECKER, SCOTT TURNER.  

WELCOME, YES, SIR.  

LET'S SEE. LE LAND, MELISSA MARTIN OFFERED TO DONATE 



TIME, BUT --  

I DON'T NEED IT.  

OKAY. THREE MINUTES, WELCOME.  

MR. MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, I'M LE LAND 

DECKER, A REGISTERED ARCHITECT WORKING ON INFILL 

DEVELOPMENT IN AUSTIN FOR 18 YEARS. SOME OF THE 

PROJECTS THAT I HAVE DESIGNED BY THE MUSKIN HAS 

BEEN PROJECTED WHICH IDENTIFIED SUCCESSFUL INFILL 

DEVELOPMENT. IN ADDITION I LIVE IN A 1,000 SQUARE FOOT 

1941 1941 BUNGALOW IN THE ZILKER NEIGHBORHOOD. I 

KNOW IT FROM BOTH SIDE OF THE ISSUE. THE ARCHITECT 

MEETS LATITUDE OF STEIN TO PROTECT SIGNIFICANT 

TREES, TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT OF 

THE PROJECT. NEW HIRE INDUSTRY, BUILDING CODE 

STANDARDS DRAINAGE FOR CONTROL, EGRESS, STAIR 

STAIRWAYS, EXIT LANDINGS, ET CETERA. BE PLACED 

HIGHER OUT OF THE GROUND, MORE AREA OF THE STAIRS, 

LARGER WINDOW, FOUND IN MANY HOUSES IN THE SUBJECT 

AREAS. THE SIZE OF FLOOR AND ROOF ELEMENTS ARE ALSO 

LARGER AND CONCERNED THAT THE BUILDING ENVELOPE 

REQUIREMENTS PRESENTED TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION WHICH APPLIED TO THE TYPICAL 50 TO 60-

FOOT WIDE, 125-FOOT DEEP LOTS, MUCH OF THE TARGET 

ZONE OF THIS ORDERS WILL RESULT IN AWKWARD, PULL 

POORLY DESIGNED HOUSES, DICTATED BY ORDINANCES 

THAT DO NOT APPLY TO INFILL LOTS. TO MEET THE BUILDING 

ENVELOPE HEIGHT STANDARDS, CEILINGS WILL NEED TO BE 

LOWER WHICH WILL NOT ACCOMMODATE THE LARGE 

WINDOW THAT WE ALL LOVE IN TRADITIONAL HOUSES IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. TO ACCOMMODATE A SITE WITH THE 

GRADE SLOPING DOWNWARD FROM THE STREET, THE TWO 

STORY HOUSE WILL NEED TO BE SPLIT LEVEL ON THE FIRST 

FLOOR. THIS IS NOT WHAT WE SEE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, 

NOR WHAT MOST OF US WANTS IN OUR OWN HOMES. THE 

WALL ARTICULATION WOULD BE BETTER SERVED BY THE 

STANDARD REQUIRED BY THE HYDE PARK NCCD 

ORDINANCE, IT STATES WHERE A BUILDING FACADE IS 

LONGER THAN 50 FEET, I MAY NOT EXTEND HORIZONTALLY, 

AN UNBROKEN LINE OF MORE THAN 15 FEET. IT NOT AN 

ARBITRARY STANDARD, IT GIVES YOU THAT 39 FEET THAT 



ONE OF THESE OTHER GENTLEMEN TALKED ABOUT. GIVES 

YOU A -- GIVES YOU SOME LATITUDES IN DESIGN THAT -- 

THAT THIS ORDINANCE AS WRITTEN IS VERY, VERY 

RESTRICTIVE. UNDER THE RESTRICTED REQUIREMENTS OF 

THIS ORDINANCE, MANY OF OUR TRULY HISTORIC HOUSES 

SUL THE KNEEL COCHRAN AND MANY OF THE ORIGINAL 

MODEST BUNGALOWS WITH PARTIAL SECOND FLOORS, 

WOULD NOT BE ALOUD. THIS ORDINANCE OVER THE LONG 

HAUL WILL CHANGE THE ARCHITECTURAL, PHYSICAL 

CHARACTER OF OUR OLDER NEIGHBORHOODS AND NOT 

PROTECT US. MARES THANK YOU, MR. [INDISCERNIBLE] [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Leffingwell: SCOTT TURNER, COME FORWARD. FOLLOWED BY 

DEAN GUERRERO.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS, MY NAME 

IS SCOTT TURNER, I'M BOTH A REAL ESTATE BROKE ARE AND 

HOME BUILDER. THE NINE HOMES THAT I HAVE BUILT IN 

SOUTH AUSTIN, ONLY ONE WOULD NOT FIT UNDER THE 

CURRENT MORATORIUM. THIS PROCESS MADE ME MORE 

AWARE OF MY NEIGHBORS CONCERNS, FOR THAT I AM 

GRATEFUL. I AGREE WITH THE NEED TO LIMIT THE MOST 

EGREGIOUS CHAMEXAMPLES, I AM WORRIED THAT IT WILL 

HAVE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE TO COME. 

WE HAVE HEARD THE COMPLEX IMPACT WILL HAVE IMPACT 

ON PROPERTY VALUES, VIABILITY FOR CENTRAL AUSTIN AS 

A PLACE FOR FAMILIES TO LIVE. I WANT TO BRING A FEW OF 

THESE EXAM TELLS TO ATTENTION FORKS A 7,000 SQUARE 

FOOT DUPLEX LOT, .4 FAR, BARELY ENOUGH FAST SPACE TO 

GET THREE BEDROOMS, TWO BATH. UNDER THIS 

ORDINANCE MODERATE DENSE FAMILYING HOUSING IS ALL 

BEARE BEREMOVE. TUNE PLEXES ARE MORE DESIRABLE 

FOR FAMILIES THAN HIGHER DENSITY APARTMENT STYLE 

DEVELOPMENTS USUALLY ON MAJOR THOROUGHFARE, .5 

FAR SOLVES THIS PROBLEM. THE CONCEPT OF THE 

BUILDING ENVELOPE IS A GOOD IDEA, RELATIVELY EASY TO 

UNDERSTAND. IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND FROM THE 

ORDINANCE, HOWEVER, IS HOW TO DEFINE WHAT NATURAL 

GRADE REALLY IS AND WHY IT'S BEING USED TO MEASURE 

HEIGHT INSTEAD OF THE SAME METHOD THE CITY ALWAYS 

HAS. THERE WAS A PROBLEM OF THIS BEFORE, IT WAS WITH 

ENFORCEMENT, NOT CALCULATION. MORE IMPORTANTLY 



HOW DO YOU FIT TWO STORIES FROM NATURAL GRADE 

WITH ANYTHING OTHER THAN 8-FOOT CEILINGS WITHIN THE 

BUILDING ENVELOPE ON A TYPICAL 50-FOOT WIDE LOT. 

MOST HAVE A SLOPE THAT WOULD MAKE THIS MORE 

DIFFICULT IN TERMS OF THE NATURAL BRAID. TWO STORY 

PIER AND BEAM HOMES WOULD BE ALMOST ELIMINATED IN 

THIS SCENARIO. 15-FOOT SIDE SETBACK PLANE IS TOO LOW 

TO BE FUNCTIONAL. I WOULD RECOMMEND THE 17-FOOT AS 

THE SOLUTION THAT ADDS JUST ENOUGH SPACE TO MAKE IT 

WORK FROM A CONSTRUCTION STAND POINT. ROOF 

SECTIONS ARE EVEN MORE FWIFLT TODIFFICULT TO 

ANYTHING OUT. ARE THEY IN, ARE THEY OUT, HARD TO 

UNDERSTAND AND TO MAKE THE PERMIT PROCESS EVEN 

MORE DAUNT AND COSTLY FOR HOMEOWNERS THAN IT IS 

RIGHT NOW. PARKING IS ALREADY A PROBLEM. AN 

ATTACHED TWO CAR GARAGE WILL NO LONGER BE 

PRACTICAL TO BUILD GIVEN THAT HALF WOULD BE COUNTED 

AS LIVING AREA. ATTACHED GARAGES ARE MORE COSTLY 

TO BUILD. THE LONG DRIVEWAYS INCREASE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER. FOR SOME REASON ATTICS DON'T COUNT EITHER. IN 

OTHER WORDS WHY CAN'T SOMEONE LIVE IN THE ATTIC 

WITHOUT BEING IN THE LIVING AREA BUT THEY HAVE TO 

PARK THEIR CAR IN THERE IN ORDER TO DO SO. SURELY 

THERE'S A BETTER WAY TO FIGURE OUT A SOLUTION TO 

THIS PROBLEM. I URGE YOU TO CONSIDER THE COSTS AND 

REPERCUSSIONS BEFORE PASSING ONE OF THE MOST 

RESTRICTIVE AND COMPLICATED BUILDING ORDINANCES IN 

THE NATION. PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO SIMPLIFY THE 

ORDINANCE AND MAKE IT SOMETHING THAT HELPS 

PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER AND MAKE 

CENTRAL AUSTIN A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE. THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. TURNER. DEAN GUERRERA.  

I WANT YOU -- TO TAKE YOU, HOMES THAT DID NOT MEET 

THE FAR OR SETBACK HIGHLIGHT LIMITS. I ASKED SEVERAL 

BUILDERS THAT ARE PART OF THE HOME BUILDERS 

ASSOCIATION TO TURN IN PHOTO AROUND TOWN, I TOOK --  

Mayor Wynn: TALK INTO THE MICROPHONE.  

ALL RIGHT, I'M SORRY. THESE HOMES ARE IN VARIOUS 



PARTS OF TOWN. THEY WERE BUILT IN THE LAST YEAR OR 

TWO. AND THEY DO NOT MEET THE CURRENT PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS. AS YOU LOOK AT THESE PHOTOS, I WOULD 

JUST ASK YOU TO LOOK AT THEM CLOSELY, SEE IF THEY ARE 

SOMEHOW SCARY OR SOMETHING THAT YOU DON'T WANT 

TO SEE IN THE CITY. TO ME THEY ARE JUST TWO STORY 

FAMILY HOMES. AND IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE IF ALL OF 

THESE HOMES WERE SOMEHOW HAVE TO BE MODIFIED OR 

GOTTEN RID OF. LET ME TAKE YOU THROUGH THESE SERIES 

OF PICTURES. THIS IS THAT SAME HOME WITH THE 15-FOOT 

PROPOSED ENVELOPE. YOU CAN SEE IT DOES NOT MEET 

THE LIMIT. 17-FOOT ENVELOPE IT WOULD. THE REASON THE 

BUILDERS ARE ASKING FOR THAT TWO ADDITIONAL FEET IS 

THAT IF YOU WORK OUT THE CALCULATIONS, IT'S VERY 

SIMPLE THING TO DO. TO BE ON THE FIVE FOOT SETBACK, 

BUILD A TWO STORY HOME WITH TWO NINE-NOT CEILING 

HEIGHTS, IT REQUIRES A MINIMUM OF 17 FEET, 45 DEGREES. 

IF YOU IMPOSE A 15-FOOT SETBACK OR A 15-FOOT HEIGHT. 

YOU CAN ONLY DO A HOUSE, WITH A SLAB, THAT IS 8-FOOT 

CEILINGS. AND I DON'T KNOW IF ANYBODY, I'M 

[INDISCERNIBLE] ALSO SIN 1989, I DON'T KNOW ANYBODY 

THAT WOULD VOLUME TEERL BUILD A HOME IN CENTRAL 

AUSTIN RIGHT NOW WITH 18-FOOT CEILINGS. THAT'S 

ANOTHER REASON THAT WE ARE ASKING FOR 17 FEET AS 

OPPOSED TO 15 FEET. AGAIN THIS HOUSE DOES NOT MEET 

THE 15-FOOT. IF WE HAD A 17-FOOT FIGURE HERE, AND 45 

DEGREES, THE FACT THAT THIS HOUSE HAS A DORMER, 

GIVEN GRACE BY THIS PROPOSAL, IT WOULD MEET THE 

QUALIFICATIONS. THIS IS ONE SIDE OF A DUPLEX, THAT'S 

BEING BUILT IN HYDE PARK. THAT WOULD NOT MEET THE 

QUALIFICATIONS. AGAIN, 17 FEET. THESE ARE RANDOM 

SAMPLINGS OF HOMES IN HYDE PARK, FOR VARIOUS 

REASONS -- I HAVE SOME PEOPLE DONATING TIME.  

I CALLED NAMES EARLIER. LET'S SEE. [INDISCERNIBLE] 

WHAT'S YOUR NAME, SIR? HAVE YOU SIGNED? OKAY. YOU 

WILL HAVE THREE MORE MINUTES. WELCOME. WELL, I'M 

GOING TO KITCHEN THROUGH THAT PART BECAUSE I NEED 

TO GET TO -- A VERY IMPEL ILLUSTRATION THAT I WANT TO 

GO THROUGH WITH A COUPLE OF PEOPLE AS VERY SMALL 

SKIT. IS THAT ALLOWABLE? MR. WYNN?  

Mayor Wynn: IF YOU HAVE TIME. IF YOU HAVE TIME -- CHOOSE 



TO USE IT AS YOU WANT. WHAT'S YOUR NAME? HAVE YOU 

SIGNED UP? OKAY.  

OKAY. THIS IS A IFCAL MR. AND MRS. SMITH. I THINK THIS IS 

GOING TO BE GOING ON A LOT IN AUSTIN, TEXAS. HI, MR. 

AND MRS. SMITH.  

HI. WE WOULD LIKE TO BUILD A HOME ON A LOT 

[INDISCERNIBLE] HOME ABOUT 3,000 SQUARE FEET. WE HAVE 

TWO CHILDREN AND A THIRD ON THE WAY. WE CURRENTLY 

RENT BY BOUGHT THIS LOT ABOUT A YEAR AGO. IT WAS 

REALLY EXPENSIVE BUT WE THINK THAT IT'S WORTH IT.  

YOU WANT -- WE WANT TO LIVE CLOSE TO WORK.  

GREAT. HOW BIG IS THE LOT?  

IT'S ABOUT 50 BY 125 OR ABOUT 6,250 SQUARE FEET.  

HUM THAT'S GOING TO BE TOUGH WITH THE NEW BUILDING 

MORATORIUMS THAT WERE PUT IN PLACE BACK IN 

FEBRUARY. TOO BAD YOU DIDN'T START THE PROCESS 

SOONER. LET'S SEE WHAT WE CAN DO. 50 BY 125 IS 6250, 

40% IS 2500. THAT'S YOUR STARTING POINT. WE HAVE TO 

START DEDUCTING FROM HERE.  

WAIT. ARE YOU SAYING THAT OUR HOME CANNOT BE ANY 

BIGGER THAN 2500 FEET.  

WELL, MAYBE, DEPENDS ON A LOT OF THINGS. LET ME ASK 

YOU SOME QUESTIONS FIRST. WERE YOU PLANNING ON 

HAVING AN ATTACHED GARAGE.  

SURE. I DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO WALK ACROSS MY YARD 

TO GET TO THE HOUSE AT NIGHT. SAFER.  

WELL, IF YOU WANT AN AVERAGE GARAGE, SAY 525 SQUARE 

FEET THE NEW RULES DICTATE WE REDUCE YOUR 

ALLOWABLE AIR CONDITIONED SPACE BY 325 WE STARTED 

WITH 2500, NOW DOWN TO [INDISCERNIBLE]  

THAT'S CRAZY. I WANT A STORAGE AREA, NOT TOO BIG, BUT I 

WAS THINKING ABOUT SIX BY 15 FEET. FOR THE LAWN 



MOWER AND THE KIDS TO US.  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

THAT'S ANOTHER 90 FEET, YOU WOULD HAVE TO TAKE OUT 

THE AIR CONDITIONED SPACE FOR THE HOUSE, NOW DOWN 

TO 2085 SQUARE FEET.  

THIS IS GETTING RIDICULOUS. THERE'S INCENTIVES THAT 

MIGHT GIVE YOU THE SQUARE FOOTAGE THAT YOU ARE 

LOOKING FOR. YOU CAN PUT IN A BASEMENT.  

A BASEMENT, WE ARE NOT IN KANSAS.  

I DIDN'T KNOW AUSTIN HAD A LOT OF TORNADOS.  

WELL, LITTLE LADY, IT REASONABLE NOT A GOOD IDEA 

ANYWAY. YOU WOULD HAVE TO RAISE THE HOUSE OFF THE 

GROUND TO GET ANY WINDOWS INTO THE BASEMENT, THEN 

SEVERELY VIOLATE THE NEW HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS. THE 

LOT IS TOO NARROW TO MOVE IT FROM THE SIDE LOT.  

WHAT HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.  

SEEMS LIKE SOME FOLKS ARE BUILDING REALLY TALL 

HOUSES, THREE STORY HOUSES, NOW YOU CAN ONLY HAVE 

A TOTAL OF 20 FEET AT THE FIVE FOOT SIDE YARD SETBACK.  

WELL, I NEVER REALLY WANTED A THREE STORY HOUSE, 

JUST A NORMAL TWO STORY HOUSE.  

WELL, THE RESTRICTIONS ARE WRITTEN OUT. IF YOUR 

HOUSE IS GOING TO BE ON THE FIVE FOOT SETBACK LINE, 

YOU CAN ONLY HAVE 8-FOOT CEILINGS ON THE NEW HOME. 

I'M NOT DEAN ON THE BASEMENT, EITHER. YOU CAN ALSO 

ADD ROOM IN THE ATTIC. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE WITH A 

VERY STEEP ROOF IT'S THE ONLIRY TO GET USABLE SQUARE 

FEET OUT OF THAT SPACE.  

BEFORE WE DECIDED TO BUILD WE WERE LOOKING AT 

RESALE HOMES, WE WENT TO THE ONE WITH THE 

CONVERTED ATTIC. WE DIDN'T LIKE IT. KIND OF LOW 

CEILINGS AND IT WAS LONG AND NARROW. I DON'T THINK 



IT'S VERY GOOD FOR RESALE.  

I'M SORRY, FOLKS, I'M NOT THRILLED ABOUT THESE RULES, 

EITHER.  

WOW, WE HAD NO IDEA IT WAS GOING TO BE THIS WAY. WE 

WERE IN THE 2200 SQUARE FOOT HOUSE NOW AND REALLY 

WANTED MORE ROOM. ESPECIALLY WHEN LITTLE BILLY 

ARRIVES. NOW WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO DO WITH THIS LOT? 

WE PAID SO MUCH FOR THE LOT THINKING THAT WE COULD 

BUILD OUR DREAM HOME. THERE CAN'T BE WORTH THE 

SAME AMOUNT NOW. THAT'S REALLY GOING TO HURT 

FINANCIALLY.  

IT'S OKAY, HONEY, IF WE TAKE A LOSS, I CAN GO BACK TO 

WORK AND PUT LITTLE BILLY IN DAYCARE. [LAUGHTER] I 

GUESS WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MOVE OUT TO 

PFLUGERVILLE. [LAUGHTER]  

I GUESS THE OLD MAXIMUM IS TRUE, SIZE DOES MATTER. I 

THINK IT'S KIND OF FUNNY BUT IN A WAY IT REALLY ISN'T 

FUNNY. I DON'T THINK -- THIS SCENARIO IS EXACTLY WHAT'S 

GOING TO BE REPEATED ALL OVER AUSTIN FOR THE PEOPLE 

THAT OWN RELATIVELY SMALL LOTS. AND THAT'S A LOT OF 

PEOPLE. I WANTED TO TAKE YOU THROUGH ONE VERY 

QUICK CALCULATION HERE. THIS IS A 50 BY 125 LOT, TYPICAL 

LOT IN HYDE PARK. A LOT OF PEOPLE ON THE TASK FORM 

WERE SOUTHING THAT YOU COULD GET ABOUT 3500 TO 3700 

SQUARE FEET OF LIVABLE SPACE ON A LOT SUCH AS THIS. 

ACTUALLY THEY ERRORRED 7,000 SQUARE FOOT LOTS, TO 

BE FAIR LET'S SAY THEY MIGHT HAVE QUOTED 32 TO 3400 

SQUARE FEET OF LIVABLE SPACE ON A LOT LIKE THIS. I 

WANT YOU TO TAKE YOU THROUGH THE CALCULATIONS. IF 

WE HAVE A DETACHED GARAGE OF 23 BY 20 FEET, THAT'S 

460 SQUARE FEET. DRIVEWAY, ALL THE WAY TO THE STREET, 

EVEN A STRIP DRIVEWAY SUCH AS THIS ONE, AND ALL 

THOSE STEPPING STONES AND A LITTLE MAYBE FOUR BY 

EIGHT FOOT FRONT PORCH, A SIDEWALK TO THE DRIVEWAY, 

NOT EVEN TO THE STREET. YOU ADD YOU WILL OF THAT 

IMPERVIOUS COVER UP YOU GET 1800 SQUARE FEET. THE 

LOT SIZE IS 6250, 45% IMPERVIOUS COVER COVER LIMITS 

GIVES YOU 2812 SQUARE FEET. YOU SUBTRACT OUT THAT 

1800 FROM THE 2812 AND YOU ARE LEFT WITH 1,012 SQUARE 



FEET FOR THE FIRST FLOOR FOOTPRINT. IF YOU SAY I'M 

GOING TO BUILD A BOX HOUSE WITH THE SECOND FLOOR 

EXACTLY LIKE THE FIRST FLOOR, YOU DOUBLE THAT, YOU 

HAVE GOT 2024 SQUARE FEET. THE IMPERVIOUS COVER HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN SOMETHING THAT IS THE CON STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE ON A LOT. CONSTRAINT. NOW THAT WE 

HAVE TAKEN THE HEIGHT OF HOMES DOWN FROM 35 TO 30 

FEET, THREE STORY HOMES WILL NEVER BE BUILT AGAIN. 

THAT'S FINE WITH ME, I HAVE NEVER BUILT A THREE STORY 

HOME, I FEEL THAT THEY ARE EGREGIOUS TO THE 

NEIGHBORS. SO WE ARE LOOKING AT 2024 SQUARE FEET. 

THE ONLY WAY FOR A TASK FORCE MEMBER TO 

TRUTHFULLY SAY YOU CAN GET ANYWHERE NEAR 3,000 

SEAT ON A LOT LIKE THIS, IS IF YOU DIG A GIANT HOLE CALL 

IT A BASEMENT AND THEN TRY TO PUT A 12-FOOT PITCHED 

ROOF ON IT, GET SOME SQUARE FOOTAGE OUT OF IT. I 

THINK BOTH OF THOSE OPTIONS ARE SUBSTANDARD AND AS 

A REALTOR, NOBODY THAT I KNOW WOULD -- WOULD 

VOLUNTARILY DIG A THOUSAND SQUARE FEET UNDER THIS 

HOUSE AND PUT IN A BASEMENT. SO I WOULD ASK YOU TO --  

Mayor Wynn: YOUR TIME EXPIRED.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: NEXT SPEAKER IS [INDISCERNIBLE] MARSHAL 

DURET. HOLLY NOONAN. FOLKS SIGNED UP WISHING TO 

SPEAK AGAINST. JONATHAN ODAM. ALL RIGHT. PEGGY 

PICKLE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, AGAINST. SHELDON 

KAHN. OKAY. STEP RIGHT UP. THREE MINUTES, WELCOME.  

SO FAR THIS SEEMS LIKE IT'S BEEN A FIGHT BETWEEN THE 

BUILDERS AND THE EXISTING HOMEOWNERS THAT ARE 

VERY CONCERNED. I AM NEITHER OF THOSE -- I'M A GUY 

WHAT WANTS TO BE A HOMEOWNER AND WANTS TO LIVE IN 

THE CITY. AND JUST FROM SEEING ALL OF THIS STUFF, 

MAYBE A .4 IS OKAY IF A HOUSE BUT NOT FOR A DUPLEX, I 

WOULD LIKE TO LIVE IN A DUPLEX, I THINK THAT I READ A 

STUDY THAT SAYS DENSITY COSTS LESS -- CAUSES LESS 

CRIME AND LESS COST TO THE CITY FOR SERVICES AND 

DENSITY IS BETTER FOR NEIGHBORHOODS. I THINK THAT IF 

WE LIMIT THE .4 FOR ONE FAMILY, IT NOT TEAR THAT WE 

LIMIT THE SAME .4 TO TWO FAMILIES THAT HAVE TO SHARE 



THE .4. IN OTHER WORDS I THINK THAT IF IT'S A FAIR THING, I 

THINK IF IT'S A DUPLEX, I THINK .5 WOULD BE MORE FAIR 

BECAUSE THEN THERE WOULD BE, EACH FAMILY HAVING .25. 

EACH FAMILY HAVING .25 IN A DUPLEX, THAT'S WHAT I'M 

ASKING FOR. I DO WANT TO THANK YOU FOR HAVING GIVEN 

US ALL OF THE TIME TO HEAR ABOUT TAXICABS, TACO 

STANDS AND -- YOU KNOW, TOW TRUCKS AND KEEPING 

PEOPLE WHO DON'T WANT TO BE -- TO HAVE THIS -- YOU 

KNOW RULE AT 2:30 IN THE MORNING, GIVING US 45 

MINUTES, THAT'S VERY CONTRACT. BUT --  

Mayor Wynn: WHO HAS GIVEN YOU 45 MINUTES.  

WHO HAS LIMITED YOUR TIME? NO ONE HAS LIMITED YOUR 

TIME. YOU HEARD FOLKS WHO CAME HERE AND SAT AS 

LONG AS YOU DID AND THEY OFFERED TO LIMIT THEIR TIME 

TO 45 MINUTES AND THEY HAVE GONE HOME. SOME OF 

THEM. WHO HAS SUGGESTED THAT YOUR TIME BE LIMITED? 

WHO HAS -- WHAT HAS SUGGESTED THAT? NO ONE HAS.  

I THINK THAT -- THAT FOR AN ISSUE THIS IMPORTANT, FOR 

AN ISSUE THIS IMPORTANT TO THE CITY, WE HAD 500 

PEOPLE TO MAKE EVERYBODY WAIT TO HEAR ABOUT TACO 

STANDS AND TOW TRUCKS WAS INCONSIDERATE. THAT'S MY 

OPINION, I HAVE THE THREE MINUTES, I WANT TO SPEAK MY 

OPINION.  

Mayor Wynn: NO ONE HAS --  

MAYBE YOU DON'T AGREE WITH MY OPINION. THAT'S MY 

OPINION. MAYBE YOU DON'T AGREE WITH IT.  

Mayor Wynn: OBVIOUSLY I DON'T AGREE WITH IT.  

I THINK TO KEEP US HERE AT 2:30 IN THE MORNING.  

Mayor Wynn: I DIDN'T KEEP YOU HERE.  

I THINK TO GIVE US THE TIME TO SPEAK AT 2:30 IN THE 

MORNING IS INCONSIDERATE. THAT'S MY FEELING. THAT'S 

HOW I FEEL. I HOPE THAT YOU -- THAT YOU DON'T TAKE THIS 

AGAINST THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO HAVE .25 FOR A ONE 

FAMILY. AND SHARE IT WITH ANOTHER FAMILY. AND HAVE .5 



FOR DUPLEX. BECAUSE I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE -- TO BE IN 

THE CITY. I DON'T WANT TO LIVE IN PFLUGERVILLE AND, YOU 

KNOW, SOMEWHERE ELSE VERY FAR. I THINK .25 IS NOT TO 

ASK TOO MUCH FOR A FAMILY. IF YOU SHARE IT WITH 

ANOTHER FAMILY, IT'S .50. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. TOM SELLERS. JULIA 

[INDISCERNIBLE] JAMES HOLLAND. STEP RIGHT UP.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, COUNCIL, MY NAME IS TOM 

SELLERS. I HAVE LIVED IN AUSTIN NOW FOR ABOUT 10 

YEARS. ONLY RECENTLY BECAME FAMILIAR WITH THE ISSUE 

WHEN IT POPPED UP IN THE NEWSPAPERS AND IN MARCH 

WHEN I RECEIVED A SURVEY FROM THE WEST AUSTIN 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. I'M THE LITTLE GUY. IN THE 

PROCLAMATIONS TONIGHT WE RECOGNIZED OUR TWO 

OUTGOING COUNCIL MEN, MAYOR PRO TEM SAID THANK YOU 

FOR SPEAKING UP FOR THE LITTLE GUY. I'M NOT A HOME 

BUILDER. I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO BUY THE HOUSE NEXT 

DOOR TO ME WHEN SOMEBODY WAS MOVING OUT, I 

THOUGHT VERY SERIOUSLY ABOUT THE NEAT 

OPPORTUNITIES THAT PRESENTED TO ADD ON. AS I MAY 

VERY WELL BE WORKING OUT OF MY HOME ONE, ALL THAT IT 

REPRESENTED, ALL OF THE REASONS THAT WE WANT TO 

LIVE IN AUSTIN, TEXAS. THERE ARE A FEW CONCERNS THAT 

I'VE HAD. IT'S BEEN VERY EDUCATIONAL FOR ME TONIGHT 

AND I THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND 

ATTENTION. WE REALLY APPRECIATE ALL OF THE CITIZENS 

DO FOR WHAT YOU HAVE DONE. THE TIME FRAME. THIS 

THING HAS GONE EXTREMELY QUICKLY. I DO NOT MONITOR 

THE CITY COUNCIL. AND THE ISSUES OF THE CITY ON AN 

ONGOING BASIS. THREE MONTHS IS VERY, VERY QUICK FOR 

FOLKS TO BE INVOLVED WITH THE PASSIONS. WE 

UNDERSTOOD THE OTHER SIDE BUT THE LITTLE GUY HAS 

PERSPECTIVE, ALSO. SECONDLY ENFORCEMENT, A THING 

WE NEED TO LOOK AT IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER. THE FAR 

DEFINITION. THIS IS TOUGH, THIS IS REAL TOUGH FOR 

ANYBODY WHO WANTS TO ADD ON. THIS .4 JUST HEARING 

THE MECHANICS FROM THE FOLKS WHO ARE IN THIS ON A 

PROFESSIONAL BASIS, THAT'S A REAL ROUGH NUMBER. AND 

I REALLY LIKE THE PROSPECT OF HOW FOLKS SAID A 

LOOSER INTERPRETATION AN THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

TIGHTEN UP. I THINK THERE'S A LOT TO BE SAID FOR THAT. 



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN COMMISSION. I DON'T KNOW IF IT'S 

GOING TO BE A POLITICAL OPPORTUNITY FOR SOMEBODY 

TO TRY TO -- TO TRY TO CONTROL THE PROCESS, THAT 

SCARES ME. IF WE DO HAVE A BALANCED PERSPECTIVE, I 

THINK THAT'S VIABLE. I THOUGHT OF SOMETHING WACKY. 

THEY WERE DESCRIBING A SMALLER HOMES THAT ARE 

GOING TO BE BUILT WITHOUT PORCHES AND WHAT'S 

INCLUDED IN THE FAR, ARE THOSE GOING TO BE 

McNUGGETS AS OPPOSED TO McMANSIONS BECAUSE THEY 

ARE GOING TO BE SMALL, HOME GENUS AND LOOK THE 

SAME. LET'S THINK THROUGH THIS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. JULIA CRUISE. WELCOME. 

FOLLOWED BY JAMES HOLLAND OR MIKE KURRENS.  

I'M JULIA CRUZ, BORN IN AUSTIN, I GREW UP HERE. I'M ALSO 

A HOMEOWNER, I BOUGHT MY FIRST DUPLEX RIGHT OUT OF 

HIGH SCHOOL AND IT HELPED ME TO GO TO COLLEGE. OVER 

THE YEARS I HAVE ACQUIRED A FEW RENTAL PROPERTIES, I 

ACTUALLY LIVE IN THE BOLDEN NEIGHBORHOOD. I DO 

UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING HISTORIC 

HOMES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT A LARGE MAJORITY OF 

THE HOMES IN BOLDEN AREA ARE SHACKS. WHEN I FIRST 

MOVED THERE, I HAD MY WINDOWS SHOT OUT. THERE WERE 

GANG MEMBERS ALL OVER. AND DEVELOPERS LIKE SCOTT 

TURNER HAVE COMPLETELY TURNED THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

AROUND. I FEEL VERY COMFORTABLE WALKING MY ANIMALS. 

YOU KNOW, WALKING TO LOCAL SHOPS, THINGS LIKE THAT. I 

FEAR THAT I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO LIVE IN AUSTIN WHEN I 

HAVE A FAMILY AND THAT MY INVESTMENTS THAT I HAVE 

WORKED FOR YEARS ON WILL LOSE VALUE. I DON'T WANT TO 

MOVE TO PFLUGERVILLE OR KYLE. OR EVEN AS FAR SOUTH 

AS SLAUGHTER LANE WHICH IS STILL IN AUSTIN. I LIKE LIVING 

DOWNTOWN. I HAVE SPOKEN TO MANY OF OUR NEIGHBORS, 

VERY FEW OF THEM ARE EVEN AWARE OF THIS PROPOSED 

ORDINANCE. I CURRENTLY -- SORRY. I DID A LITTLE BIT OF -- I 

LOOKED AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD, MANY OF THE 

HOMES THERE HAVE LARGE GARAGE APARTMENTS. I HAVE 

FIVE ACTUALLY IN THE ALLEY WHERE MY HOUSE IS 

LOCATED. AND IT'S VERY AFFORDABLE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

LIKE MYSELF TO LIVE IN THESE HOMES. AND I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND WHY IF MY NEIGHBORS ALL HAVE GARAGE 



APARTMENTS AND LARGER HOMES WHY I SHOULDN'T BE 

ALLOWED TO, ALSO. SO I HOPE THE CITY WILL CONSIDER 

EVERYONE'S POINT OF VIEW NOT JUST THE PEOPLE WHO 

ARE FOR THIS AND ACTUALLY THE SIGNS THAT SAY HELP, 

HELP, I ACTUALLY OWN A HOUSE LIKE THAT. BETWEEN TWO 

BEAUTIFUL NEW HOMES, THEY ARE BOTH 28 TO 3200 

SQUARE FEET. MY HOUSE IS 800 SQUARE FEET. AND THE 

HOUSES THAT THEY TORE DOWN TO BUILD NEXT TO MY 

HOUSE WERE ABOUT 600 SQUARE FEET AND COMPLETELY 

DILAPIDATED. I'M VERY HAPPY THAT THOSE NEW HOMES 

ARE THERE. THE REPRESENTERS ARE HAPPY. THEY LIKE 

LIVING NEXT TO THESE LARGE NICE HOMES AND NOT THESE 

LITTLE BITTY SHACKS THAT WERE RAT INFESTED. THANK 

YOU VERY MUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, MS. CRUISE. JAN HOLLAND. MIKE CURRENTS. 

PHILLIP NEARLY. LARRY MANLY. LOOKS LIKE -- PHILLIP OR 

LARRY? STEP RIGHT UP. YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY EITHER 

LARRY MANLY OR LOOKS LIKE VIVIAN VINES?  

SORRY FOR DOZING THERE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 

TONIGHT. IF I NAME IS PHILLIP OVERBINE, I LIKE IN TRAVIS 

HEIGHTS IN A SMALL HOUSE, 1400 SQUARE FEET. I MOVED 

TO AUSTIN ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO FROM THE BAY AREA, I 

BRING TONIGHT SOME EXPERIENCE DEALING WITH THE 

REGULATIONS THERE. I SPENT 17 YEARS WORKING IN THE 

BAY AREA DOING A LOT OF RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS. SOME 

OF THESE RESTRICTIONS ARE -- ARE MORE RESTRICTIVE 

THAN THE REGULATIONS THERE. PARTICULARLY THE FAR, 

NONE OF THE JURISDICTIONS DEAL WITH FAR. IT WAS ALL 

DEALT WITH LOT COVERAGE AND IT WAS 40% LOT 

COVERAGE WAS PRETTY STANDARD. SOMETIMES THE 

SQUARE FOOTAGE WAS LESS, 2000 SQUARE FEET. BUT WE 

WERE DEALING WITH LOT COVERAGE AND NOT FLOOR TO 

AREA RATIO. THE DIFFERENCE THERE IS THAT YOU COULD 

ADD A SECOND STORY AND -- AND NOT BE PENALIZED. THEY 

DEALT WITH -- THE ENVELOPE ISSUES IN OTHER WAYS, SO IF 

YOU DEAL WITH A LOT COVERAGE ISSUE, YOU DO A SECOND 

STORY, YOU COULD -- YOU COULD LIMIT THE McMANSION 

ISSUE BY SAYING ANYTHING OVER SAY 3,000 OR 3500 

SQUARE FEET THEN GETS KICKED INTO DESIGN REVIEW. SO 

THERE'S A TRIGGER FOR THINGS THAT COULD -- THAT 

COULD LEGITIMATELY BE CALLED McMANSIONS, SAY, 



ANYTHING OVER 3,000 OR 3500 SQUARE FEET. THOSE GET 

PUSHED INTO THE -- INTO DESIGN REVIEW. THAT SEEMS TO 

MAKE SOME SENSE OR ANYTHING THAT -- THAT IS MORE 

THAN TWO STORIES GETS KICKED INTO DESIGN REVIEW. 

THOSE TWO THINGS SEEM LIKE THEY COULD, YOU COULD 

LEGITIMATELY SAY A McMANSION. NO ONE HAS REALLY 

DEFINED A McMANSION, I THINK 20 -- A 2800 SQUARE FOOT 

HOUSE COULD EASILY NOT BE CONSIDERED A McMANSION 

AT ALL. IT'S A SHAME FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO BUILD 

THOSE KIND OF HOMES THAT ALL OF A SUDDEN THEY HAVE 

TO GO FOR A WIFER OR GET KICKED INTO DESIGN REVIEW. 

IF YOU COULD COME UP WITH A TRIGGER LIKE 3,000 SQUARE 

FEET OR A THIRD STORY THAT KICKED THOSE INTO DESIGN 

REVIEW, I THINK THAT WOULD LIMIT A LOT OF THAT -- OF THE 

OVERSCALED HOMES THAT I THINK MOST OF US AGREE ARE 

INAPPROPRIATE FOR A LOT OF NEIGHBORHOODS. THE 

OTHER ISSUE, I JUST HAVE -- I HAVE IS WITH THE -- WITH THE 

WALL ARTICULATION. I THINK THERE'S A LOT OF CASES 

WHERE FOR INSTANCE AN ADDITION IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 

TO ADD TO A HOUSE THAT -- THAT COULD EASILY HAVE A 32-

FOOT LONG SIDE WALL. AND HAVE TO SET THE ADDITION IN 

FOUR FEET AND THEN 10 FEET. THE FOUR FOOT BY 10-FOOT 

INSET. I THINK IF THEY COULD MAKE THAT MORE FLEXIBLE 

SAY GIVE PEOPLE A CHOICE OF MATERIAL CHANGES FOR 

INSTANCE OR INSETS OR PORCHES THAT COULD -- COULD 

BE OTHER WAYS TO GIVE SIDE WALLS ART CONSOLIDATION. 

I THINK THOSE ARE SOME WAYS THAT -- SOME THINGS THAT 

THE TASK FORCE MIGHT CONSIDER TO MAKE THIS PROCESS 

AGENTS MORE FLEXIBLE. A LITTLE MORE FLEXIBLE, THANK 

YOU.  

THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] YOUR EXPERIENCE IN OTHER 

MUNICIPALITIES IS EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR. 

YOU MUST BE -- IS IT VIVIAN.  

WELCOME.  

THANK YOU. ACTUALLY THERE WERE FOUR PEOPLE THAT 

DONATED THEIR TIME TO ME. I DON'T KNOW IF YOU SEE IT 

THERE. IT WAS M.J. KNEEL AND JOE [INDISCERNIBLE] AND 

JOHN.  



ARE ANY OF THOSE FOLKS HERE? I THINK JOE AND --  

WHAT'S YOUR NAME, SIR?  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC]  

SO VIVIAN, UP TO SIX MINUTES.  

TAKES PLENTY, THANK YOU. I WAS NOT GOING TO BE HERE, I 

ACTUALLY SUPPORT FAR. WE HAVE AN ARCHITECTURE FIRM 

WE DO AWARD WINNING DESIGN, WE HAVE RECEIVED THREE 

TSA'S IN A ROM. I AM CO-PRINCIPAL, MARRIED TO M.J. NEIL. I 

AM ALSO WORRIED BY THE BAD DESIGN AND THE 

McMANSIONS AND I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE NEIGHBORS. I 

THINK THEY HAVE EVERY REASON TO BE CONCERNED. I 

THINK THERE'S A LOT OF BAD DESIGN GOING ON, I LOT OF 

UNRESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT. I HAD NO IDEA THAT I 

WOULD BE HERE AT 3:00 IN THE MORNING OR SOMETHING 

SPEAKING TO YOU. I AM, THE REASON THAT I AM IS BECAUSE 

I ACTUALLY TOOK A READ THIS MORNING OF THE 

ORDINANCE. I'M VERY WORRIED THAT IT IS PUNISHING BOTH 

GOOD AND BAD DESIGN. WE HAVE HOUSES THAT HAVE BEEN 

PUBLISHED WITH THE NAME AUSTIN, TEXAS I THINK WITH 

YOU MAY LIKE MODERN OR NOT, BUT I THINK WE 

REPRESENTED AUSTIN IN JAPAN, IN PAIR, WE HAVE BEEN 

INVITED TO MEXICO, WE HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED ALL OVER 

THE WORLD, AND I THINK OUR WORK IS VERY WELL 

RESPECTED. M.J. TEACHES AT THE UNIVERSITY IN 

ARLINGTON, NONE OF HIS HOUSES COULD HAPPEN IN THIS 

ORDINANCE, SO I'M CONCERNED. THIS MORNING I HAD TO 

CALL THREE CLIENTS AND TELL THEM, THESE ARE 

BEAUTIFUL HOMES BUT THEY DON'T HAVE THE BREAK IN THE 

WALL OR THEY HAVE A -- HAVE A -- YOU KNOW, A 

[INDISCERNIBLE] YOU HAVE TO ADDRESS THE SITE IN EVERY 

CASE. IN EVERY SITE YOU GO TO ITS GOING TO BE 

DIFFERENT. YOU ARE NOT GOING TO HAVE THIS PERFECT 

CASE SCENARIO THAT THE TASK FORCE IS TALKING ABOUT, 

THAT'S JUST NOT REAL. YOU MAY HAVE A TREE IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE LOT RIGHT AND THEN YOU MAY HAVE TO 

BUILD A HOUSE AROUND A TREE AND CREATE A COURTYARD 

SO THAT IS, YOU KNOW, ADDRESSES THAT PROBLEM. THIS 

OTHER CLIENT THIS MORNING HAS GOT ONLY 700-FOOT 

FOOTPRINT THAT HE CAN BUILD HIS HOUSE ON. NO WAY TO 



BUILD ANYTHING UNLESS HE GOES UP. HAPPENS TO BE 

THAT THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR IS ALSO HIGH, THERE IS 

NOTHING ON THE OTHER SIDE. THAT WOULD BE PERFECTLY 

OKAY. I THINK THE PROVISIONS DO NOT ADDRESS REALITY. I 

AM AGREEING WITH THE FAR. STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT 

YOU CONSIDER THIS 32 FEET WALL LIMIT THAT YOU HAVE TO 

BREAK AND STUFF, YOU ARE LIMITING DESIGN AND YOU ARE 

PUNISHING REALLY GOOD DESIGN AS WELL. TRYING TO 

SOLVE A PROBLEM BUT YOU CANNOT DO IS CREATE 

ANOTHER PROBLEM. THAT IS THE GOOD WITH THE BAD. I 

THINK THAT'S WHAT YOU ARE DOING. THAT ANGLE, 45-

DEGREE ANGLE, I DON'T KNOW WHERE THE SNOW IS IN 

AUSTIN, BUT I HAVE NEVER SEEN IT. I DON'T UNDERSTAND 

THIS PITCHED ROOF THING. I UNDERSTAND SLOPING YOUR 

ROOF A LITTLE BIT. A LOT OF THESE THINGS. BUT I AM SO 

SICK OF THIS PITCHED ROOFS. I APPRECIATE CRAFTSMAN'S 

FROM THE 20s, I DON'T THINK WE LIVE IN THE TWENTIES. I 

THINK WE LIVE IN 2006 LAST I HEARD. [ APPLAUSE ] AND I 

JUST HATE IT, BUT I AM NOT GOING TO TELL SOMEBODY YOU 

CANNOT BUILD A HOUSE WITH A PITCHED ROOF, IF THEY 

LIKE IT THEY HAVE TO BE ABLE TO. THEREFORE WHEN YOU 

DO THIS BUILDING ENVELOPE ON THAT, WHAT YOU ARE 

DOING IS YOU ARE REWARDING THIS TYPE OF DISNEYLAND 

THAT WE LIVE IN THAT IS COMPLETELY UNREAL, DOESN'T 

RESPECT ANYTHING THAT WE ARE TODAY. I MEAN, IT'S LIKE 

WE NEVER EVOLVED. DO YOU DRIVE THE SAME CAR THAT 

YOU DROVE IN THE TWENTIES, DO YOU HAVE THE SAME 

CLOTHES, DO YOU HAVE THE SAME NECESSITIES, WE LIVE IN 

THE YEAR 2006. AND, YOU KNOW, THIS NEEDS TO AT SOME 

POINT PERMEATE THE CITY. THIS IS A GOOD EXAMPLE BY 

THE WAY THANK YOU, YOU KNOW. BUT WE NEED TO GROW 

UP A LITTLE BIT AND I DON'T THINK THE DESIGN ASPECTS 

ARE EVER TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION INTO THIS CITY AND 

I THINK IT'S ABOUT TIME. NEXT TIME I COME HERE BECAUSE I 

WILL COME BACK, I WILL BRING YOU SOME EXAMPLES OF 

ALL OF THE HOUSES, PROBABLY 80% OF THE AWARD 

WINNING ARCHITECTURE THAT YOU HAVE IN THIS TOWN 

DOES NOT COMPLY WITH ANY OF THIS STUFF. SO YOU HAVE 

TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE WHICH HAS TO BE ADDRESSED, I 

TOTALLY AGREE, IN A MUCH DIFFERENT FASHION. YOU NEED 

TO EMPLOY PROFESSIONALS. THIS MANIA OF ADDRESSING -- 

DESIGN, AN ARCHITECT, A PROFESSIONAL, IT HAS A LOT OF 



RESPONSIBILITY. AND JUST BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME 

BUILDERS THAT HAVE NO PROFESSIONAL TRAINING BY THE 

WAY, THAT THEY ARE ALLOWED TO BUILD THOSE THINGS, 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO PUNISH THE OTHER PEOPLE THAT ARE 

TAKING THEIR JOBS VERY, VERY SERIOUSLY AND PUTTING 

LOTS AND LOTS OF HOURS AND THINKING ABOUT THINGS 

AND GOING CRAZY TRYING TO COME UP WITH SOLUTIONS 

AROUND YOUR REALLY WEIRD SOMETIMES, YOU KNOW, 

ORDINANCES THAT FOR EXAMPLE THAT'S 15-FOOT HEIGHT 

PUNISHMENT. I MEAN IF YOU -- ALL OF OUR HOUSES HAVE 

DOUBLE HEIGHTS OF COURSE BECAUSE WE LIKE LIGHT. WE 

ALLOW THE LIGHT IN THROUGH DOUBLE HEIGHT. IF YOU ARE 

PUNISHING THAT WITH SQUARE FOOTAGE WHAT ARE WE 

GOING TO DO, HAVE AN -- 8-FOOT CEILING HOUSES, I DON'T 

THINK THAT'S -- IT'S NOT WORKING. I'M SORRY IT'S NOT 

BECAUSE I REALLY WOULD LIKE IT TO WORK. I HATE THE 

McMANSIONS AS MUCH AS ANY OF THESE PEOPLE. IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, I KNOW THEM, A LOT OF 

THEM ARE MY FRIENDS, I RESPECT THEM. BUT I CANNOT 

AGREE WITH THE WAY THAT THIS IS -- HAS BEEN BROUGHT 

ABOUT. I REALLY, REALLY STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT 

YOU RECONSIDER, THE ARCHITECT THAT YOU HAVE 

TALKING THERE, LISTEN TO THE ARCHITECT, LISTEN TO THE 

PROFESSIONALS. THANK YIEWNG JUST JOIN THE 21st 

CENTURY, IT'S BEEN HERE FOR A WHILE. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU.  

Leffingwell: I THINK I'M IN TROUBLE, THAT'S MY NEXT DOOR 

NEIGHBOR. [LAUGHTER]  

Mayor Wynn: YOU HAVE A 45-DEGREE ROOF?  

McCracken: MAYOR, I THINK THE LAST SPEAKER HAD A LITTLE 

BIT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE TASK FORCE 

PROPOSED. THE TASK FORCE DID NOT PROPOSED PITCHED 

ROOFS.  

[INAUDIBLE - NO MIC]  

McCracken: I KNEW I SHOULD NOT HAVE ENGAGED IN THIS 

DISCUSSION. [LAUGHTER]  



THE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT REQUIRE 

PITCHED ROOFS. THAT IS PURELY THE SETBACK LINE. IF YOU 

ARE GOING TO GO HIGHER, IT PROVIDES THE SETBACK 

LINES SO YOU DON'T HAVE THE LOOMING ISSUE. IT'S NOT A 

PITCHED ROOF KIND OF DEAL.  

Mayor Wynn: NEXT SPEAKER IS DANIEL TURNER. WHO WILL 

BE FOLLOWED BY JOHN NOEL, FOLLOWED BY RAY 

[INDISCERNIBLE] FOLLOWED BY KEN [INDISCERNIBLE] HAND 

IT TO THE MAYOR PRO TEM, HE WILL PASS IT DOWSH. DOWN, 

WE'RE IN A HURRY.  

MARK ALREADY GAVE ME THREE MINUTES OF HIS TIME.  

MARK.  

JONATHAN [INDISCERNIBLE]  

SIGNED UP?  

GOOD EVENING, GOOD MORNING, COUNCIL, MAYOR PRO 

TEM, MAYOR WYNN. BASICALLY I HAVE WHAT'S BEING 

PASSED OUT IN FRONT OF YOU NOW IS THE -- IS THE 

ORDINANCE THAT THE CITY OF DALLAS ACCEPTED AND 

PASSED BACK IN NOVEMBER OF 2005, THEY ARE A PRETTY 

CLOSE NEIGHBOR OF OURS, SO I DON'T THINK IT'S AN ISSUE 

THAT'S BEEN DISCUSSED YET, I THINK THAT IT WARRANTS 

SOME INVESTIGATION. ESSENTIALLY, WE ARE ALL FAMILIAR 

WITH THIS MAP WHICH IS THE PROPOSED MEXICO MANSION 

ORDINANCE BOUNDARY. BASICALLY THE MEAT OF WHAT THE 

TASK FORCE WAS WORKING FROM WAS THE ORDINANCE 

FROM PALO ALTO. AND AS THIS GRAPHIC SHOWS, THE 

ENTIRE PALO ALTO, I THINK COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ CAN 

SECOND THIS, SINCE HE WENT TO SCHOOL THERE, WOULD 

FIT INTO THE SMART GROWTH URBAN CORE OF AUSTIN SIX 

TIMES. BASICALLY THE REQUIREMENTS THAT WE ARE USING 

ARE FROM A MUCH KIND OF SMALLER AREA, MUCH MORE 

HOMOGENOUS, ETHNICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY 

HOMOGENOUS, I WANTED YOU GUYS TO TAKE A LOOK AT 

THAT. BASICALLY THE MEDIAN HOME IN PALO ALTO IS $1.3 

MILLION. THE MEDIAN HOME PRICE IN AUSTIN TODAY IS 

$212,000. PROBABLY GOING TO GO UP. THE AVERAGE 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN PALO ALTO IS $150,000. WHEREAS 



OUR AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME IS 51,700. SO THERE'S 

QUITE A FEW DISCREPSES IT WASN'T THE MODEL THAT THE 

TASK FORCE WAS WORKING FROM, THE HOLD DEL THAT I 

THINK AUSTIN NEEDS. SO, YOU KNOW, WITHIN THE STATE OF 

TEXAS WE HAVE OUR BELOVED NEIGHBOR, DALLAS TO THE 

NORTH. I DON'T THINK YOU KNOW I HAVE LIVED IN BOTH 

CITIES, BUT I THINK THERE'S A CONSENSUS THAT 

AUSTINITES DON'T DESIRE TO BE DALLAS ITES. BUT GIVEN 

THAT THEY DID KIND OF ONE UP US ON THEIR ORDINANCE 

AS WE TALKED ABOUT McMANSIONS. BASICALLY IN 

NOVEMBER OF 2004 THE DALLAS CITY COUNCIL 

ESTABLISHED A TASK FORCE TO ADDRESS NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMPATIBILITY. THEY HAD SOME STEPS SIMILAR TO OURS, 

THEY HAD WORKSHOPS ACROSS THE CITY. REVIEWED 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION, 

THEY HAD A SPECIAL COMMITTEE CALLED THE ZOAK 

COMMITTEE. I DON'T KNOW HAS THAT STOOD FOR. IN 2005, 

ONE FULL YEARS LATER, NOT THREE MONTHS LATER THE 

CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE LANGUAGE FOR THE WHAT 

THEY ARE CALLING A NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION 

OVERLAY. THAT WAS THEN GIVEN TO STAFF. FOR A 30 DAY 

PERIOD TO GET THE LANGUAGE. TODAY I HAD A 

CONVERSATION WITH JANET THORP WHO IS THE CHIEF CITY 

STAFFER IN CHARGE OF THIS -- OF THIS ORDINANCE. AND 

BASICALLY THERE'S ABOUT FIVE NEIGHBORHOOD 

STABILIZATION OVERLAY DISTRICTS THAT ARE WORKING ON 

THEIR PETITIONS. WHAT I MEAN BY PETITIONS IS WHAT THE 

CITY OF DALLAS DID IS IT ACTUALLY TASKS THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS SO TASKS A LOT OF THE PEOPLE THAT 

ARE HERE TONIGHT MAKING NOISE TO GO AND BEFRIEND 

ABOUT 50% OF THE PEOPLE IN THEIR AREA TO MAKE THE 

SAME AMOUNT OF NOISE AND THEN THEIR ACTION WOULD 

COME TO BEAR. BASICALLY, THEIR PROVISION HAD FIVE -- 

FIVE COMPONENTS, I'M GOING TO GO THROUGH THEM VERY 

QUICKLY. FRONT YARD SETBACKS, CORNER SIDE YARD, 

INTERIOR SIDE YARD, GARAGE ACTION CONNECTION 

LOCATION AND BUILDING HEIGHT. THEIR BUILDING HEIGHT 

WAS DETERMINED ONLY AS ITS PERCEIVED FROM THE 

STREET, WHICH IS HAS THIS GRAPH SHOWS. BASICALLY 

THEY SET UP A NEED YAP AND A HISTORIC VALUE FOR 

THOSE FIVE THINGS AND THEN THE NEIGHBORHOODS 

COULD DECIDE ON ANY NUMBER BETWEEN THE MEDIAN ADD 



THE HISTORIC. SO IF THE HISTORIC IT WAS 25-FOOT FRONT 

YARD SETBACK, BUT THE MEDIAN AVERAGE WAS 

APPROXIMATE 2 FEET, IT HAD TO BE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 

25 AND 32 FEET. OKAY. THIS IS WHERE IT GETS JUICY. 

BASICALLY THE NEIGHBORS HAVE TO FIND NINE LIKE 

MINDED NEIGHBORS. FILL OUT THIS PETITION FORM AND 

THAT STARTS THE ACTION. THEN THEY HAVE TO RALLY AT 

LEAST 50% OF THEIR NEIGHBORS, COME UP WITH THE CASH 

TO MEASURE WHAT WE ARE PROBABLY GOING TO MEASURE 

OUT OF OTHER TAXPAYER DOLLARS, THEY HAVE TO FIGURE 

OUT WHERE DO WE WANT OUR HOUSES TO BE IN THIS 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THEN THAT IS FORWARDED ON TO -- 

BASICALLY DRAFT WHAT WOULD BE THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD 

STABILIZATION OVERLAY AND THEN IT GOES TO PLANNING 

COMMISSION FOR REVIEW, COUNCIL YOU GUYS WOULD 

REVIEW IT, THEN THE PROPERTY BECOMES REZONED WITH 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION OVERLAY. SO IT PUTS 

THE BURDEN ON THE HOMEOWNERS AND THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS IN WHICH THEY LIVE. SO I MEAN WHAT'S 

MORE DEMOCRATIC THAN THAT? I CAN'T READ THESE 

BECAUSE THEY ARE KIND OF DARK. THE AREA AFFECTED BY 

THE PROPOSED McMANSION ORDINANCE THAT WE HAVE 

CONTAINS A VERY DIVERSE STOCK OF HOMES WITH REGARD 

TO SIZE AND STYLE. THE CONVERSATION THAT I HAD TODAY 

WITH JANET THORP WHEN I TOLD HER SHE WASN'T -- SHE 

WAS FAMILIAR THAT WE WERE DOING SOMETHING, BUT SHE 

DIDN'T KNOW WHAT IT WAS. SHE BASICALLY LAUGHED AT ME 

WHEN I TOLD HER THAT OUR COMPATIBILITY ORDINANCE 

WAS ONE SIZE FOR THE WHOLE CITY. YOU KNOW, THIS IS 

THE ONE THAT THEY DID -- THIS IS BASICALLY SIZE SPECIFIC 

FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD. SO IT'S MUCH MORE 

APPROPRIATE. I THINK THE NEXT THING SAYS THE ONUS OF 

RESPONSIBILITY ON THE HOMEOWNERS WHO TRULY WISH 

TO ENACT SUCH REQUIREMENTS, AGAIN PUT THE BALL IN 

THEIR COURT. A ONE SIZE FITS ALL SOLUTION DOES FOR 

THE WORK FOR OUR WONDERFULLY ECLECTIC CITY. ANY 

QUESTIONS?  

Mayor Wynn: QUESTIONS? COUNCIL? THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE 

] JOHN NOEL. RAY LOOKS LIKE [INDISCERNIBLE]  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  



Mayor Wynn: ALL RIGHT. KEN [INDISCERNIBLE]. WELCOME, 

KEN. YOU HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

MIR AND COUNCIL, MY NAME IS KEN DOHE, I REPRESENT THE 

REAL ESTATE INVESTORS CLUB HERE IN AUSTIN. WE HAVE 

ABOUT 500 OR SO MEMBERS THAT EITHER ARE ASSOCIATED 

WITH US OR ARE PAID MEMBERS. I KIND OF REPRESENT THE 

LITTLE INVESTOR HERE IN AUSTIN. WE HAVE A COUPLE OF 

CONCERNS, FIRST OF ALL IT'S ONE THING THAT I HAVE NOT 

HEARD TONIGHT FROM ANY TESTIMONY AT ALL IS WHY ARE 

PEOPLE BUILDING THESE MEXICO MANSIONS IN THE FIRST 

PLACE? THERE'S ONLY ONE REASON WHY, THERE'S A 

DEMAND FOR THEM. PEOPLE WANT BIGGER HOMES CLOSER 

INTO DOWNTOWN AUSTIN. THE DEMAND WASN'T THERE, THE 

PEOPLE WOULDN'T BUILD THEM, THE BUILDERS WOULDN'T 

BUILD THEM. OBVIOUSLY THERE'S A DEMAND FOR IT 

BECAUSE OF TRAFFIC CONCERNS, CLOSER TO WORK, 

THINGS OF THAT NATURE. SO -- SO I DON'T SEE THAT ISSUE 

BEING ADDRESSED HERE AT ALL. AND -- AND TO ME THAT -- 

THAT KIND OF PROBLEM TELLS ME THAT THEY REALLY 

HAVEN'T THOUGHT THIS THING THROUGH CREATE. THERE 

ARE ISSUES HERE THAT THE COUNCIL AND THAT THE 

PEOPLE HERE DOING THIS HAVE NOT THOUGHT ABOUT. 

AFFORDABILITY ISSUES. WHY IS IT THAT -- THAT THE 

AFFORDABILITY THAT'S GOING ON -- THAT'S BEEN TALKED 

ABOUT AT LENGTH HERE, WHY CAN'T WE HAVE SMALLER LOT 

SIZES WHERE WE CAN CONCENTRATE THE BUILDERS TO 

HAVE MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THIS TOWN. THE 

PEOPLE THAT I REPRESENT FOR OUR CLUB ARE THE SMALL 

GUYS WHO WOULD LOVE TO BUILD STRUCTURES LIKE THAT, 

BUT THIS ORDINANCE AS I SEE IT IS NOT GOING TO ALLOW 

THAT. WE ARE GOING TO HAVE LESS AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

IN THE INNER CITY WHICH IS SOMETHING THAT WE REALLY 

HAVE A STRONG NEED FOR. I REALLY THINK THIS ISSUE 

SHOULD BE THOUGHT ABOUT MORE. THESE KIND OF ISSUES 

COULD BE HASHED OUT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, KEN. [ APPLAUSE ] TER HARRY 

SAVIO. FOLKS WANTING TO DONATE TIME TO YOU. BROOK 

BOULO STILL HERE? HOW ABOUT AMY BOYNTON.  

MAYOR, I'M NOT GOING TO NEED THAT TIME ANYWAY.  



Mayor Wynn: WELL RAY -- OFFERED HIS TIME, UP TO NINE 

MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT, HARRY.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, GOOD EVENING, MY NAME IS -- 

GOOD MORNING, I'M SORRY, MY NAME IS HARRY SAVIO, THE 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE HOME BUILDERS 

ASSOCIATION OF GREATER AUSTIN. WE REPRESENT THE 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING INDUSTRY IN THE FIVE COUNTY AREA 

AND OUR MEMBERS BUILD ROUGHLY 95% OF THE SINGLE 

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL HOMES BUILT IN THIS REGION. I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS 

CONSOLIDATED THEIR TIME TO 45 MINUTE. ONE OF THE 

ROBES I THINK THAT THERE WAS A RELUCTANCE FROM 

THESE FOLKS FIRST OF ALL WE ARE MORE DISORGANIZED, 

THE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION, IN FACT MOST OF THE 

PEOPLE IN THE ROOM TONIGHT WE DON'T REPRESENT. BUT 

ALSO THERE WAS A LOT OF TECHNICAL DATA THAT WE 

NEVER REALLY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT FORWARD 

THAT I THINK YOU ARE SEEING FOR THE FIRST TIME 

TONIGHT. PART OF THAT WAS BECAUSE OUT OF THE THE 16 

MEMBER TASK FORCE, THERE WAS ONLY ONE SINGLE 

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDER. THE ARCHITECT FROM THE 

DEVELOPMENT OR BUILDING SIDE WAS ACTUALLY A 

COMMERCIAL ARCHITECT, SO FALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES 

THE BUILDING SIDE WAS NEVER PROVIDED IN TERMS OF 

NUMBERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT FORWARD THAT MUCH 

DATA, PARTICULARLY WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE FACT THAT 

-- THAT MUCH OF THE WORK TOOK PLACE WHEN THEY 

BROKE OUT INTO COMMITTEES. ONE OF THE -- THINGS THAT 

I -- THAT HAS CAUSED A -- SOME -- SOME CONSEQUENCE 

STERN NATION BY SOME OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

ADVOCATES HAS BEEN THE AD THAT WE WROTE OR THAT 

WE PUBLISHED IN THE AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN, PART 

OF THE REASON FOR THAT AD, PART OF THE REASON THE 

PRIMARY REASON FOR THE AD WAS WE WERE TRYING TO 

GET PEOPLE TO ALTHOUGH AT THE ORDINANCE. WE TRIED 

TO KEEP IT UPDATED, THE MOST RECENT OR CURRENT 

COPY OF THE ORDINANCE THAT WE HAD. OFTENTIMES 

WHEN I GOT CALLS OR COMPLAINTS, ONE OF MY FIRST 

QUESTIONS WAS I WOULD ASK PEOPLE HAVE YOU READ 

THIS ORDINANCE? AND I DO REALLY WANT THIS ORDINANCE 

APPLIED TO YOU. AND IT WAS RELATIVELY RARE THAT THE 



ANSWER CAME BACK YES. ANOTHER ITEM ON THERE WAS 

AN OPPORTUNITY WE REALIZE THAT -- THAT A LOT OF 

PEOPLE COULDN'T, WOULDN'T OR WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT 

TO GET DOWN HERE AND SO WE TRIED TO MAKE IT 

POSSIBLE FOR FOLKS TO SIGN AN ONLINE PETITION. I 

BROUGHT THOSE I WAS ABLE TO GATHER BEFORE I LEFT, IF I 

COULD LEAVE IT WITH SOMEONE AS EVIDENCE. I'M NOT 

SURE.  

Mayor Wynn: I'LL TAKE IT, GET IT. THANK YOU. AT THE TIME I 

LEFT MY OFFICE AROUND 5:00 THIS AFTERNOON, THERE 

WERE 640. I'M NOT SURE THAT'S QUITE 640 BECAUSE I 

WASN'T ABLE, MY PRINTER IS SLOW. ONE OF THE THINGS 

THAT -- THAT WE'VE ASKED YOU TO DO OR ASKED 

EVERYONE TO DO IS ASK THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON 

TUESDAY TO -- TO THINK ABOUT WERE THE -- WERE THE 

IMPACTS. NOW WE GOT THIS AFTERNOON TO -- A COPY OF A 

MOST RECENT VERSION OF THE ORDINANCE, WHICH HAD 

WHAT WE -- I THINK MAY BE, ALTHOUGH I'M NOT THAT HIGH 

PRESSURE AN ATTORNEY IN STOANG LAW SOME 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES REFERRING TO USES AS OPPOSED 

TO ZONING, I'M NOT SURE WHAT THE PRACTICAL IMPACT OF 

THAT IS GOING TO BE. ON THE STREET. BUT IT'S A -- IT'S A 

COMPLEX ORDINANCE. I THINK THE SKIT ALLUDED TO THE 

FACT THAT IT'S GOING TO BE COMPLEX TO NOT JUST THE 

BUILDERS, BUT TO MORE IMPORTANTLY TO EXISTING 

HOMEOWNERS. BUT THEN THAT IS COMPOUNDED BY THE 

FACT THAT IT'S NEIGHBORHOOD BY NEIGHBORHOOD. THAT -- 

THAT THE -- SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE 

ALLUDED TO THE FACT THAT THE FARES AND HEIGHTS MAY 

GO UP. I DON'T THINK ANY OF US REALLY BELIEVE THAT'S 

GOING TO HAPPEN. BUT NOT ONLY DO YOU HAVE A 

RELATIVELY COMPLEX ORDINANCE, BUT YOU HAVE A 

COMPLEX ORDINANCE THAT'S GOING TO HAVE TO BE 

ENFORCED AND ADMINISTERED ON A NEIGHBORHOOD BY 

NEIGHBORHOOD BASIS BY A STAFF THAT IS CURRENTLY 

EXTREMELY STRETCHED. WE HAD A MEETING WITH -- WITH A 

GROUP OF OUR BUILDERS AFFECTED BY THIS ON 

WEDNESDAY, ONE OF THEM RELATED TO ME THAT HE HAD 

BEEN WAITING ON HIS LATEST BUILDING PERMIT, WHICH I 

SHOULD ADD IS NOT AN INFILL BUILDING PERMIT, A 

CONVENTIONAL HOUSE IN A CONVENTIONNAL SUBDIVISION 



FOR SEVEN WEEKS. NOW, THAT IS A LONG TIME. AND WHEN 

YOU TAKE SOMETHING THAT IS SIMPLY RIGHT NOW 

ESSENTIALLY WHAT THEY ARE DOING IS CHECKING FOR 

ZONING AND SETBACKS AND PROCESSING GOES FAIRLY 

QUICKLY AND I MIGHT ADD THAT THAT IS NOT A BASH ON 

STAFF. THEY ARE AWARE OF THE PROBLEM. THEY KNOW 

THAT THEY ARE BEHIND, I BELIEVE I WAS TOLD THIS 

AFTERNOON THAT ADDITIONAL STAFF ARE GOING TO BE 

ALLOCATED TO TRY TO GET IF NOT CAUGHT UP, AT LEAST 

HELP REDUCE THE BACKLOG. BUT THE POINT IS WHEN YOU 

ADD SOMETHING LIKE THIS, WITH THIS LEVEL OF 

COMPLEXITY, CHANGING ON A NEIGHBORHOOD BY 

NEIGHBORHOOD BASIS TO THAT STAFF, NOT COUNTING THE 

ADDITIONAL INSPECTION WORKLOAD THAT'S GOING TO TAKE 

PLACE, THAT IS GOING TO BE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. I KNOW 

THAT I HAVE BEEN CHOPPY, IT'S LATE, I APOLOGIZE, BUT I 

TRIED TO CUT THINGS DOWN WHICH MEANS IT DOESN'T 

FLOW QUITE SO SMOOTHLY. AGAIN WE APPRECIATE YOUR 

TIME. HOPE THAT YOU WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT 

THAT IT'S NOT JUST US, BUT AT LEAST 640 OTHER FOLKS 

LOOKED AT THE ORDINANCE, LOOKED AT THE WEBSITE SAID, 

YOU KNOW, I'M CONCERNED ABOUT THAT. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ] PIERCE BRENNON. WELCOME. YOU WILL BE 

FOLLOWED BY KIM DAY.  

I STILL THIS IS A SIZE ISSUE. THE SMALL HOUSE PEOPLE 

DON'T WANT THE BIG HOUSES. BUT THE BIG HOUSES 

WHETHER YOU ARE A BUILDER OR YOU ARE A -- OR YOU ARE 

A PERSON THAT'S REMODELING HIS OWN HOUSE, ARE IN 

DEMAND. PEOPLE WANT THEM. I DON'T KNOW EXACTLY 

WHERE THE TURF BREAKS ON IT. BUT AS I UNDERSTOOD 

THIS THE FIRST TIME THAT I WAS HERE, THIS IS A DRAINAGE 

ISSUE. WHICH CAUSED THIS EMERGENCY. AND THEN I DON'T 

-- I HEARD THE DRAINAGE MENTIONED JUST IN PASSING 

REFERENCE TONIGHT. NOW WE SEEM TO BE DEEP INTO 

LIMITING THE SIZES OF HOUSES. IN THE COURTHOUSE 

THERE ARE MANY HOUSES THAT ARE THREE STORIES THAT 

HAVE PLAQUES ON THEM. IF ANYBODY TOUCHED THEM I 

THINK THERE WOULD BE A WAIL AND CRY OVER THAT. I ALSO 

THINK THAT I'M CONCERNED THAT THE -- THAT THE A.F.L. 

YAIG OF HOMEOWNERS, THE SMALL HOUSE PEOPLE, WANT 

THIS THING RAN THROUGH AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. THEY 



YIELDED TIME TONIGHT SO THAT YOU WOULD PASS THIS 

TONIGHT AND THAT CONCERNS ME DEEPLY. I DON'T THINK 

THIS HAS BEEN HASHED OUT PROPERLY YET. I THINK THAT 

THE TASK FORCE DESPITE LAURA'S CHIPPER DELIVERY, IS 

COMPOSED MOSTLY OF PEOPLE THAT ARE NEIGHBORHOOD 

GROUP PEOPLE AND I THINK THAT IF THIS THING WAS PUT 

TO A REFERENDUM IN THE CITY, AND NOT TO THE CITY 

COUNCIL, I THINK IT WOULD LOSE. I THINK THIS NEEDS TO 

GO MORE SLOWLY, GIVEN A LITTLE BIT MORE DELIBERATION, 

THANK POW YOUR TIME.  

THANK YOU. KIM DAY. [ APPLAUSE ] KIM DAY SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. AS DID CHRIS 

BRADFORD.  

THAT'S ME, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: GOOD. STEP RIGHT UP. AND EARLIER BLAKE 

TAYLOR WANTED TO DONATE TIME TO YOU. BLAKE STILL 

HERE? THEN THREE MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. FOLLOWED BY 

MIKE McHONE.  

MY NAME IS CHRIS BRADFORD, I'M NOT A DEVELOPER OR 

ARCHITECT OR ANYBODY, I'M A LAWYER DOWNTOWN, DON'T 

HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH DEVELOPMENT. PRODUCT 

LIABILITY LAWYER. I'M A HOMEOWNER, PROBABLY NOT 

GOING TO BE HURT BY THIS. I HAVE A 2400 SQUARE FOOT 

HOUSE SOUTH OF OLTORF NEAR SOUTH LAMAR PROBABLY 

GO UP A LITTLE BIT IN VALUE THROUGH THIS. I'M OPPOSED 

TO IT BECAUSE I THINK THAT IT'S BAD FOR AUSTIN. LOTS OF 

REASONS. I THINK ABOUT SEVEN REASONS WHY I THINK 

THAT IT'S BAD FOR AUSTIN. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO TALK 

ABOUT ONE. I HI THAT IT IS GOING TO FORCE AN INCREASING 

NUMBER OF HOME BUYERS IN THIS TOWN TO BUY MORE 

LAND THAN THEY WANT. I'M GOING TO ILLUSTRATE THIS 

WITH MY NEIGHBORHOOD. THAT'S IT RIGHT THERE. THAT'S 

MY STREET. THE HOUSE I CUT OFF MY LEFT, .59 FAR HOUSE, 

THE ONE NEXT TO IT .59, THE NEXT TO IT .7, .59, .62. AND 

THREE OF THEM ARE OVER THE 2300 SQUARE FOOT LIMIT. 

THIS IS AROUND THE CORNER FROM ME. THE ONE ON THE 

LEFT IS .7 AND A 700 SQUARE FEET OVER THE 2300-FOOT 

LIMIT. NEXT TO IT .75. ACTUALLY TOOK A PICTURE OF THESE 

TWO BECAUSE I CONSIDER THEM TWO OF THE MOST 



ATTRACTIVE HOUSES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. NONE OF 

THESE HOUSES OF COURSE MEET THE CRITERIA THAT THE 

TASK FORCE DEEMS ACCEPTABLE. AND I REALIZE THAT 

THESE HOUSES ARE NOT TO EVERYBODY'S TASTE. NOT 

EVERYBODY WOULD WANT TO LIVE IN THESE, BUT SOME 

PEOPLE WANT TO LIVE IN THEM AND I'M -- I THINK THAT I CAN 

TELL YOU THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WANT TO LIVE IN 

THEM. I BET YOU COULD BUILD 5,000 MORE OF THESE WITHIN 

THE AUSTIN CITY LIMITS AND YOU WOULD HAVE NO 

PROBLEMS FINDING TAKERS. WHAT WE HAVE SIMPLY DONE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE, WE DECIDED TO SPEND MORE 

OF OUR HOUSING DOLLARS ON THE STRUCTURE RATHER 

THAN THE LOT. WE ARE BUYING MORE BUILDING AND LESS 

LAND. WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO FIND AS, YOU KNOW, YOU 

HAVE TO BEAR IN MICROCHIP, IF YOU ARE GOING TO ENACT 

AN ORDINANCE THAT'S GOING TO REMAIN IN EFFECT EVEN 

AS PROPERTY VALUES ESCALATE IN THIS TOWN, AS THEY 

ESCALATE IN THIS TOWN THERE ARE GOING TO BE MORE 

AND MORE HOME BUYERS WHO MAKE THE DECISION WE DO, 

THEY SAY WE ARE GOING TO SUBSTITUTE LAND OR 

SUBSTITUTE STRUCTURE FOR LAND. IT'S CALLED THE 

INSTITUTION EFFECT. IT HOLDS FOR -- FOR LAND VERSUS 

STRUCTURE, IT HOLDS FOR APPLES VERSUS ORANGES IN 

THE GROCERY STORE. WHEN ONE THING GETS MORE 

EXPENSIVE RELATIVE TO THE OTHER THINGS, YOU 

SUBSTITUTE BY CONSUMING MORE OF THE OTHER THING. 

THIS WILL FORCE THE McMANSION ORDINANCE WILL FORCE 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE SAME PREFERENCE AS ME TO GO 

BUY A BIGGER LOT THAN THEY WANT SETTLE FOR A 

SMALLER STRUCTURE THAN THEY WANT OR ELSE MOVE TO, 

YOU KNOW, I THINK PFLUGERVILLE IS THE PLACE THAT 

EVERYBODY KEEPS CITING. I THINK THAT'S UNFORTUNATE 

TO INTERFERE WITH PEOPLE CHOICE THIS IS THAT MANNER.  

THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU MR. BRADFORD. MIKE McHONE TO BE FOLLOWED 

BY CHRIS CAPMEYER.  

MAYOR, MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, RETIRING COUNCILMEMBER, 

RETIRING MAYOR PRO TEM, IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE TO WORK 

WITH YOU THROUGH THE YEARS. I HATE TO SEE YOU GO. 

BUT I KNOW THAT -- THAT YOU WON'T MISS 3:00 IN THE 



MORNING MEETINGS. THIS ORDINANCE IS AMAZINGLY 

COMPLEX. IT SOME SOME INTRICACIES THAT I THINK NEED 

TO BE DISCUSSED CAREFULLY. AS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 

HE IS I HESITATE TO BE TALKING ABOUT THE GROSS FOOJ 

SAND HAVING THE FAR CHANGED IF DISTINCTION. ALSO 

TONIGHT WE'VE HAD AMAZING AGREEMENT, MANY TIMES IN 

THESE CASES YOU'VE HAD WIDE DISPARITIES. TONIGHT WE 

ARE TALKING ABOUT A .4 VERSUS A .5 FAR. ON A 7,000 

SQUARE FOOT LOT, THAT'S 700 SQUARE FEET THAT WE ARE 

ARGUING ABOUT, WHETHER AN ENVELOPE WILL BE 17 FEET 

OR 15 FEET. FOR MOST DUPLEX DEVELOPERS, THAT BUILD 

IN THE CITY, THAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT WE 

ARE TALKING ABOUT. IF YOU HAVE A LOT THAT IS 7,000 

SQUARE FEET, AND STANDARD LOT IS 5750, THERE'S ONLY -- 

THAT'S A 20% DIFFERENTIAL. SO IN LOT SIZE YOU HAVE A 

20% DIFFERENTIAL IN THE FAR, YOU ARE AT .48. SO -- SO IT'S 

AMAZING THAT WE HAVE PRETTY MUCH CLOSURE, WE HAVE 

DECIDED TO MAKE A BIG ARGUMENT, VERY LITTLE 

DIFFERENCE AND I THINK IF WE -- IF WE STUDY THIS JUST A 

LITTLE BIT LONGER, WE CAN GET TO A POINT THAT WE HAVE 

WORKED FOR EVERYONE AND NOT BE SUCH A 

CONTENTIOUS ISSUE, WITH A LITTLE MORE STUDY, A LITTLE 

MORE OPERATION AND A LITTLE MORE TIME, I KNOW THAT'S 

SOMETHING THAT WE DON'T WANT TO SPEND TONIGHT, BUT 

I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER THAT AS AN -- A 

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE TO THE SITUATION THAT WE 

ARE IN AND NOT HAVE US AT EACH OTHER WHEN WE ARE 

REALLY SO CLOSE IN AGREEMENT ON WHAT WE DON'T LIKE, 

WE JUST ARE DISAGREEING ABOUT HOW WE STOP IT. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR TIME. I KNOW THAT YOU ARE ALL VERY 

TIRED.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU MR. McHONE. [APPLAUSE]  

LOOKS LIKE CHRIS CAPMEYER. MIGHT BE OUR LAST 

SPEAKER. I APOLOGIZE SKIPPED OVER SOMEBODY OR 

FOLKS A BUNCH OF FOLKS SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO 

SPEAK WITH THE POSITION FOR OR AGAINST AND THOSE 

ARE ALWAYS NOTED INTO THE RECORD THROUGH THE -- 

THE CITY CLERK. ANYBODY ELSE WHO SIGNED UP WISHING 

TO SPEAK THAT HAS NOT HAD A CHANCE TO SPEAK OR 

HASN'T DONATED THEIR TIME TO SOMEBODY ELSE? THANK 

YOU ALL VERY MUCH ON YOUR PATIENCE. COUNCIL, THAT -- 



THAT CONCLUDES THE FOLKS WHO WANTED TO ADDRESS 

US TONIGHT. AGAIN IN ADDITION TO THIS LENGTHY PUBLIC 

HEARING, WE HAVE GOTTEN A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF 

INPUT ELECTRONICALLY OVER THE WHOLE LENGTH OF THIS 

FOUR MONTH DEBATE. BUT SPECIFICALLY THIS LAST 10 

DAYS OR SO. THAT MUCH PHONE CALLS AND INEVITABLY 

ANY NUMBER OF US HAVE INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATIONS 

THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF OUR DAYS WITH FOLKS WHO 

HAVE A POSITION OR OPINION ABOUT THE TECHNICALITIES 

OF THIS PROPOSED ORDINANCE. COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? 

COUNCIL? I KNOW IT'S LATE, BUT -- WE MIGHT GET A LITTLE 

BIT DONE HERE? [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS] >>  

McCracken: PART OF THE -- I GUESS THE PARADOX WE 

FOUND OURSELVES IN TONIGHT IS THAT WE ARE HERE 

TONIGHT BECAUSE THE HOME BUILDERS WANTED TO BE 

HERE TONIGHT AND I THINK THAT WAS A FAIR REQUEST. 

THAT SAID I THINK THE TASKFORCE HAS RECOMMENDED 

THAT THIS NOT BE IMPLEMENTED UNTIL SOMETIME LATER 

ON THIS YEAR. I THINK I'LL BE MAKING A MOTION SHORTLY, 

BUT THE DISCUSSION I DISCUSSED WITH TASKFORCE 

MEMBERS ACROSS THE BOARD -- AND THE SUGGESTED 

DATE IS OCTOBER 1ST. AND WE SPEND THE NEXT FEW 

MONTHS WORKING THROUGH SOME OF THAT. I JUST 

WANTED TO GET A CLARIFICATION FROM OUR ASSISTANT 

CITY MANAGER, LAURA HUFF MAN AT THE BACK -- IT LOOKS 

LIKE YOU WERE HAVING TOO MUCH FUN. [ LAUGHTER ] THIS 

IS SOMETHING I JUST WANTED TO GET CONFIRMED. THIS IS 

SOMETHING LAURA AND I HAVE DISCUSSED AND THE 

TASKFORCE HAD REQUESTED THIS, BUT -- SITTING IN ON 

SOME OF THE TASKFORCE MEETINGS, MY PERCEPTION IS 

THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS NOT ACTUALLY THAT 

COMPLICATED, BUT WHEN YOU SEE THE AWARDS IT 

APPEARS COMPLICATED, BUT IT'S REALLY ABOUT TWO OR 

THREE PICTURES WORTH OF INFORMATION. SO WE HAVE 

THE FIRM OUT OF DENVER DOING THE DRAFTING OF THE 

CODE, THE COMMERCIAL DESIGN STANDARDS, AND THAT'S 

BEEN VERY WELL RECEIVED BY THAT STAKEHOLDER STEAK 

HOUSE GROUP, THAT MODEL. SO THE SUGGESTION OF THE 

TASKFORCE HAS BEEN THAT WE HAVE CLARION OR 

SOMEONE LIKE THEM DO A FORM BASED GRAPH KEL 



VERSION OF WHATEVER IS THE FINAL ORDINANCE. CAN YOU 

GIVE US INPUT ON HOW WE CAN MAKE THAT HAPPEN?  

I SENT THE ORDINANCE OVER TO CLARION FOR THEM TO 

LOOK AT. THE IDEA WOULD BE THAT A PICTURE IS WORTH A 

THOUSAND WORDS. ON SOME OF THESE STANDARDS IF WE 

CAN ILLUSTRATE THEM THE WAY WE'VE ILLUSTRATED SOME 

OF THE COMMERCIAL DESIGN STANDARDS IT WILL MAKE 

THAT DOCUMENT THAT MUCH MORE USER FRIENDLY TO THE 

PUBLIC. SO WHAT WE'RE TALK BEING IS DOING THINGS TO 

SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION HERE. THE FIRST, TOBY 

TALKED ABOUT THE FORECAST, WHICH IS TO ADD 

REVURSES TO THIS DIVISION. IT IS A POINT WELL TAKEN 

THAT THIS IS A DECISION THAT HAS INCREASED A WORK 

LOAD THAT WE HAVE SUSTAINED FOR A YEAR. IT HAS A 

STRONG, SUSTAINED PATTERN OF DEVELOPMENT. THE 

SECOND INVESTMENT IS TO WRITE THE CODE IN A WAY THAT 

IS USER FRIENDLY BECAUSE TO THE EXTENT THAT THE 

PUBLIC COMES TO US PREPARED FOR PLANS AND THEY ARE 

ABLE TO GET THEIR QUESTIONS ANSWERED THROUGH 

READING OF THE CODE TRAIN THE STAFF AS TO WHAT'S IN 

THE REGULATIONS, ALSO KNOW WHAT'S IN THE REVIEW 

TOOLS SO THE STAFF IS WORKING OFF THE SAME 

CHECKLIST AND REVIEW SHEETS NO MATTER WHAT PLAN IS 

COMING THROUGH. THOSE OF SOME OF THE THINGS WE 

WANT TO DO TO SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS 

ORDINANCE.  

McCracken: THEN I GUESS IF WE CAME BACK WITH A -- THE 

GRAPHICAL FORMAT USER FRIENDLY APPROACH, REVISED 

VERSION, WHAT WOULD BE THE TIME POINT ON THAT? WHAT 

WOULD BE THE K AT THAT POINT?  

I SPOKE TO CLARION TODAY AND TRIED TO GET AN 

ESTIMATE, BUT THEY'VE NEVER SEEN THE ORDINANCE. 

WHAT THEY WANT TO DO IS TAKE A LOOK AT IT AND SEE 

WHAT WOULD BE INVOLVED? JUST LOOKING AT IT IT IS FAR 

LESS COMPLEX THAN THE COMMERCIAL GUIDELINES, WHICH 

IS MOVING FROM A POLICY DOCUMENT TO CODE LANGUAGE. 

THIS IS MOVING FROM ONE KIND OF CODE LANGUAGE TO AN 

ILLUSTRATED CODE LANGUAGE. SO I DON'T THINK THE 

TRANSLATION IS GOING TO TAKE NEARLY AS LONG. BUT 

THEY WERE GOING TO GIVE ME A CALL BACK TOMORROW 



ABOUT AN ESTIMATED TIME LINE.  

McCracken: AND COULD EITHER YOU OR THE CITY MANAGER 

LET EVERYBODY KNOW THAT THIS COUNCIL TWO WEEKS 

AGO APPROVED A POLICY BUDGET DIRECTION THAT 

INCLUDED CUTTING THE TAX RATE BY FIVE PERCENT, BUT 

ALSO HIRING MORE RESIDENTIAL INSPECTORS. AND COULD 

YOU GIVE US -- AND RESIDENTIAL REVIEWERS. COULD YOU 

GIVE US WHAT THE PROGNOSIS IS ABOUT GENERALLY WHAT 

KIND OF CAPACITY WE'RE ADDING IN THAT AREA IN THE 

COMING BUDGET.  

FOR THE INSPECTION SIDE?  

McCracken: RESIDENTIAL.  

OBVIOUSLY IF YOU BEEFED UP IN THE REVIEW SECTION, BUT 

YOU DON'T HAVE THE RIGHT RESOURCES, THEN YOU'VE 

PUSHED THAT DOWN TO THE END OF THE SYSTEM. SO WHEN 

I TALK ABOUT MAKING INVESTMENTS WITH PEOPLE IN 

TERMS OF TRAINING AND ALSO IN STAFFING, I'M TALKING 

ABOUT BOTH THE REVIEW STAFF AND THE INSPECTION 

STAFF. NOW, WHILE THE INSPECTION STAFF MAY NOT USE 

THE SAME REVIEW TOOLS, THEY CERTAINLY NEED THE 

SAME TRAINING BECAUSE THEY'RE INSPECTING THOSE 

BUILDINGS SO THEY HAVE THE SAME NEEDS. EVEN MORE 

RESOURCES WERE LOADED ORIGINALLY IN INSPECTION 

BECAUSE THERE'S A WORK LOAD ISSUE THERE AS WELL.  

McCracken: I THINK THAT'S ONE OF THE AREAS THAT 

EVERYBODY IN THIS ROOM AGREES ON NO MATTER WHAT 

YOUR POSITION IS ABOUT WHAT'S BEFORE US ABOUT 

ENHANCED REVIEW AND INSPECTION. WHAT'S IN STORE 

BASED ON THE COUNCIL'S POLICY DIRECTION THAT FOR 

HOW MUCH STAFF EXPANSION WE'RE GOING TO HAVE IN 

REVIEW AND INSPECTION?  

WHAT WE HAD ORIGINALLY TALKED ABOUT WAS FOUR NEW 

INSPECTORS AND WE'RE LOOKING AT THAT NUMBER VERY 

HARD RIGHT NOW BECAUSE WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT 

WE UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT ON INSPECTIONS ON THIS 

ORDINANCE AND THE UPCOMING DESIGN GUIDELINES. 



WE'RE TAKING A HARD LOOK AT THAT NUMBER RIGHT NOW.  

I GUESS TO REITERATE THAT, IT'S A WORK IN PRACTICE. 

WE'RE JUST NOW SPENDING THE NEXT SIX WEEKS CREATE 

GHT LINE ITEM DETAIL THAT WILL GO INTO THE PROPOSED 

BUDGET, BUT WE HAD FOUR ON THE INSPECTION SIDE AND 

WE'RE LOOK ON THE REVIEW SIDE. I CAN'T REMEMBER IF 

THAT WAS ADDING TWO ADDITIONAL THERE.  

WE'RE LOOKING AT TWO AND THE IMPACT OF THIS ON THAT 

NUMBER.  

McCracken: AND I'M PREPARED TO MAKE A MOTION. I KNOW 

EVERYBODY IS TIRED, BUT IF ANYONE ELSE HAS 

QUESTIONS...  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS? MS. 

TERRY?  

THERE ARE SOME DETAILS THAT WE'LL NEED TO CONTINUE 

TO WORK WITH. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN WE ORIGINALLY 

BROUGHT THIS WHOLE PROCESS FORWARD THROUGH THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION AND WITH THE TASKFORCE AND THE 

COUNCIL, WE ENVISIONED THAT THESE WOULD BE CHANGES 

TO OUR SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL USES, AND WITHIN 

CERTAIN DISTRICTS. WHAT THE TASKFORCE HAS 

DISCOVERED AS THEY HAVE WORKED THROUGH THIS 

MATERIAL IS THAT THERE ARE OTHER AREAS OF THE CODE 

THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED AS WELL. AND WE WILL NEED 

FOR THE COUNCIL TO INSTRUCT US TO INITIATE THE 

AMENDMENTS TO COMPLETE THE WORK OF THE 

TASKFORCE AND SO WE WILL BE LOOKING TO YOU ALL FOR 

GUIDANCE FOR THAT NEXT WEEK ALONG WITH THE INTERIM 

MECHANISM THAT WE NEED TO ADDRESS TO GET US THE 

BRIDGE TO THE IMPLEMENTATION WITH THE EXISTING 

INTERIM ORDINANCE. I JUST WANTED TO BRING THAT TO 

COUNCIL'S ATTENTION BEFORE I FALL ASLEEP AT THE 

WHEEL AND FORGET IT ENTIRELY.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

Dunkerley: I JUST REALLY HAVE A COMMENT. I'VE HAD SOME 

E-MAIL EXCHANGES FOR SEVERAL DAYS NOW WITH A LOT 



OF PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY, AND I KNOW TONIGHT 

THEY'RE WONDERING HOW CAN WE -- WE CAN MAKE ANY 

KIND OF DECISION THIS LATE AND AS TIRED AS WE ARE, BUT 

THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF FIRST READING. WE CAN PASS THIS 

ON FIRST READING AND WE'LL HAVE AT LEAST TWO WEEKS 

TO CONSIDER WHEN WE'RE A LITTLE LESS TIRED ALL OF THE 

DIFFERENT COMMENTS THAT WE'VE HAD FROM STAFF AND 

FROM THE NEIGHBORHOODS AS WELL AS FROM THE 

BUILDERS. AND CERTAINLY THAT'S WHAT WE PLAN TO DO.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH. I HAVE A MOTION. AND I'M GOING TO START 

OFF BY FIRST SAYING THAT ONE OF THE CHALLENGES WE 

HAVE IN AUSTIN IS THAT WE ARE ONE OF THE VERY FEW 

TEXAS CITIES THAT ALLOWS DUPLEXES IN OUR SINGLE-

FAMILY ZONING CODE. AND THAT HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF 

CONTINUING FRICTION IN THE GIVE AND TAKE BETWEEN 

WHAT I THINK WE HAVE A COMMUNITY CONSENSUS IS THAT 

THERE ARE -- THERE ARE GOOD THINGS THAT COME FROM 

HAVING DUPLEXES IN SINGLE-FAMILY ZONING, 

OPPORTUNITY FOR MORE PEOPLE TO LIVE CLOSER IN, BUT 

IT ALSO HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF FRICTION BECAUSE THERE 

IS A PURE -- AN INVESTMENT IN RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 

BEING SOLD BY THE SQUARE FOOT. THERE'S AN ECONOMIC 

INCENTIVE TO MAXIMIZE THE AMOUNT OF SQUARE FOOTAGE 

THAT IS BUILT FOR PURE INVESTMENT PROPERTIES WHICH 

IT APPEARS ABOUT 98 PERCENT OF THE TIME DUPLEXES 

ARE. AND THAT DOES NOT MEAN DUPLEXES ARE BAD OR 

GOOD. GOOD MANY CASES THEY'RE EXCELLENT. WE HAVE 

SOME GREAT DUPLEX BUILDERS IN THIS ROOM TONIGHT, 

BUT IT DOES NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT I THINK WHAT 

THE TASKFORCE FOUND, AND WHAT YOU HEARD IS THAT 

THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF SPEAKERS TONIGHT 

FROM THE MAJORITY SIDE WERE DUPLEX BUILDERS. SO I 

THINK WE'RE REALLY KIND OF GETTING TO OUR WIT'S END 

ON HOW TO HANDLE THIS. IF WE CAN'T GET TO CONSENSUS 

ON HOW TO HANDLE DUPLEXES IN A WAY THAT RESPECTS 

PROPERTY OWNERS WHO LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

RIGHT NOW VERSUS INVESTORS WHO WANT A RETURN. IT 

MAY BE THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO JOIN THE OTHER 90% OF 

TEXAS CITIES AND PULL THE PLUG ON DUPLEXES BEING 

LOCATED IN SINGLE-FAMILY NEIGHBORHOODS. I BELIEVE 



THE TASKFORCE HAS COME UP WITH A BETTER PROPOSAL 

WHICH IS TO ADDRESS THEIR COMPATIBILITY AS OPPOSED 

TO PREVENTING DUPLEXES LIKE EVERY OTHER TEXAS CITY 

DISVMENT HERE'S OUR SHOT WHERE WE CAN HAVE 

DUPLEXES AND NEIGHBORHOODS AND MAKE SURE THAT 

PEOPLE DON'T GET OVERWHELMED BY INVESTMENT 

PROPERTIES THAT ARE TRYING TO MAX MIESES THE 

AMOUNT OF SQUARE FOOTAGE THEY CAN SELL. THE 

MOTION IS THAT TO APPROVE THE TASKFORCE 

RECOMMENDATION WITH THE FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS. 

THAT THE EFFECTIVE DATE -- APPROVE ON FIRST AND 

SECOND READING, AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE WOULD BE 

OCTOBER 1st. IT WOULD INCLUDE A DEFINITION FOR 

DUPLEXES, DEFINING DUPLEXES AS THE FOLLOWING: THE 

TWO UNITS MAY NOT BE SEPARATED BY A BREEZE WAY, 

CARPORT OR OTHER OPEN BUILDING ELEMENT, BUT MAY BE 

SEPARATED BY A GARAGE COMMON WALL. TO DIRECT STAFF 

TO -- AND THIS CAME FROM THE TASKFORCE 

DELIBERATIONS, BUT THEN ALSO TO DIRECT STAFF TO 

BEGIN CREATION OF A NEW DUPLEX ZONING DISTRICT 

BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE A DUPLEX ZONING DISTRICT AND 

IT WOULD CREATE ONE FOR LARGER DUPLEXES. I THINK WE 

SAW THERE IS A PLACE FOR LARGER DUPLEXES. AND -- BUT 

YOU CAN'T JUST GO STICK UP MONSTROUS DUPLEXES IN 

THE MIDDLE OF PEOPLE'S NEIGHBORHOODS. BUT THERE'S A 

PLACE FOR THEM. WE CAN WORK ON A NEW KIND OF JUMBO 

DUPLEX ZONING DISTRICT GOING FORWARD. IN THAT 

REGARD WE HAVE ACTUALLY PLANNED FOR AN APPROACH 

LIKE THAT IN MUELLER REDEVELOPMENT WHERE THERE 

ARE AREAS THAT DO HAVE LARGER SCALE DUPLEXES THAT 

ARE PLANNED IN SEPARATE AREAS. FOR THAT MATTER AND 

FOR THAT REASON WE WOULD EXEMPT THE MUELLER 

REDEVELOPMENT FROM THIS ORDINANCE BECAUSE IT'S 

CONTAINED WITHIN THE GEOGRAPHICAL AREA. THEN WE 

HAVE STAFF DIRECTION TO HAVE CLARION DRAFT THIS IN A 

GRAPHICAL FORMAT, AND THEN PREPARE LANGUAGE FOR 

US THAT WOULD STATE THAT IN THE EVENT OF A 

LEGISLATIVE, MANDATED CHANGE TO WHAT THIS COUNCIL 

APPROVES ON THIS THAT WE WOULD HAVE A FALL-BACK 

POSITION TO PROHIBIT THE LOCATION OF DUPLEXES AND 

DORM HOUSES IN SINGLE-FAMILY ZONING AREAS. BUT ONLY 

IF THE LEGISLATURE DOESN'T LET US GO WITH THIS 



APPROACH. I'M GOING TO -- AND MY MOTION, REMOVE 

DESIGN REVIEW, DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE. IT SEEMED 

THE PREPONDERANCE OF THE HOME BUILDERS DID NOT 

WANT A DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE. IF WE HEAR FROM THE 

COMMITTEE TO HAVE A SPECIFIC DESIGN REVIEW 

COMMITTEE, I WOULD BE HAPPY TO SUPPORT THAT, BUT I 

HEARD THAT MOST HOME BUILDERS DID NOT WANT A 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE. SO I'M SUGGESTING THAT WE 

REMOVE THAT FROM THE TASKFORCE RECOMMENDATION. 

AND THEN THAT'S THE -- I THOUGHT THE MINORITY REPORT 

HAD A GOOD SUGGESTION OF INCLUDING THE SETBACK AND 

THE EXISTING INTERIM STANDARDS, WHICH WE WILL TAKE 

UP AT THE NEXT MEETING. AND THEN -- SO THAT'S IT. AND A 

LOT OF THIS IS HOUSEKEEPING ON WHAT HAS BEEN REALLY 

A PHENOMENAL EFFORT. I KNOW WE HAD SOME 

DIFFERENCES IN THIS ROOM TONIGHT AMONG PEOPLE AND 

WHERE THEY STOOD ON THIS, BUT I THOUGHT THAT THE 

LEVEL OF THE PRESENTATIONS ALL WAY AROUND FROM 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND HOME BUILDERS ALIKE WAS VERY 

RESPECTFUL AND PRODUCTIVE. I DO APPRECIATE THAT. I 

THINK IT SPOKE WELL FOR THE HOME BUILDERS AND THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS, THE LEVEL AND PRODUCTIVE LEVEL OF 

DIALOGUE WE HAVE TONIGHT. AND I THINK THAT BODES 

WELL BECAUSE IF THIS IS NOT GOING TO GO INTO EFFECT 

UNTIL OCTOBER 1ST, WE HAVE A LOT OF TIME TO MAKE 

SURE THIS GETS I AM IMPLEMENTED WELL, PROVIDES 

NEIGHBORHOODS PROTECTIONS, CONTINUES TO PROVIDE 

OPPORTUNITY FOR NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION AT AN 

APPROPRIATE SCALE AND LET'S WORK THROUGH THESE 

THINGS. I THINK WE HAVE A GOOD BASIS TO CONTINUE 

WORKING TOGETHER THE WAY THE TASKFORCE DID. THE 

LAST THING I WANT TO SAY IS I WANT TO CONGRATULATE 

OUR TASKFORCE MEMBERS. I DON'T THINK THE PUBLIC 

UNDERSTANDS HOW HARD THEY WORKED. THEY MET EVERY 

TUESDAY MORNING. THEY WERE MEETING EVERY FRIDAY 

AFTERNOON THE ENTIRE AFTERNOON. THEY WERE 

BASICALLY LOSING DAY TO A DAY AND A HALF OF WORK A 

WEEK FOR THREE MONTHS AND ACTUALLY I THINK THAT'S 

PROBABLY REAL CONSERVATIVE. I SEE THE TASKFORCE 

MEMBERS LAUGHING. SO THIS WAS AN INCREDIBLE ACT OF 

CITIZENSHIP BY OUR TASKFORCE MEMBERS. [ APPLAUSE ] 

AND I THINK WE SAW SOME REAL OUTSTANDING 



LEADERSHIP ON THAT TASKFORCE. I THINK IT SPEAKS WELL 

FOR THE CALIBER OF LEADERSHIP IN OUR COMMUNITY. AND 

ALSO YOU CAN'T JUST CONGRATULATE THE TASKFORCE 

BECAUSE MARTY TERRY, MAR SI MORRISON, TINA BUI, 

RALPH GEARING, AND I KNOW I'M FORGETTING FOLKS, 

LAURA HUFFMAN, THIS IS AN ISSUE THAT WE REALLY WENT 

INTO ALL THE WAY AROUND. AND THE LEVEL OF DEDICATION 

THAT CITY STAFF SHOWED ON THIS WAS REALLY AMAZING 

AND I'M REAL PROUD OF Y'ALL. Y'ALL DID A GREAT JOB. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN 

THAT I WON'T REPEAT, BUT TO APPROVE ON FIRST AND 

SECOND READING ONLY AS AMENDED. SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM.  

Kim: WE'RE ALMOST THROUGH THIS, RIGHT? I WANTED TO 

SAY THAT I LOOKED AT THE MINORITY REPORT AND I AGREE 

WITH THE MAYOR THAT MINORITY REPORTS ACTUALLY BE 

HELPFUL TO US IN GETTING DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES AND 

MAKING SURE THAT ALL THE THINGS ARE CONSIDERED. AND 

THE THINGS THAT THEY ASKED FOR, THOUGH, WILL BE 

ADDRESSED IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD CUSTOMIZATION 

PROCESS AND THERE ARE FOUR ITEMS THAT CAN BE 

CHANGED THROUGH THIS PROCESS, AND SO I THINK THE 

THINGS WITH DEALING WITH FAR AND SETBACKS AND 

HEIGHT CAN BE ADDRESSED THERE DEPENDING ON WHAT 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD WANTS. AND I BELIEVE THAT 

NEIGHBORHOODS SHOULD HAVE SOME AMOUNT OF 

FREEDOM IN DETERMINING WHAT THEY WANT AND WHAT 

THEY DON'T. AND JUST SO YOU KNOW THAT THERE CAN BE 

INCREASES AND DECREASES DEPENDING ON WHAT THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD WANTS. SO I THINK THAT WILL BE 

ADDRESSED THROUGH THAT PROCESS. ALSO, I'M GLAD 

THAT WE'RE GOING TO BE PUTTING SOME RESOURCES 

TOWARDS THE IMPLEMENTATION AND MAKING SURE THE 

PROCESS RESULTS IN VERY CLEAR AND CONSISTENT 

APPLICATION OF THESE RULES. THAT'S GOING TO BE 

CRITICAL ON -- REGARDLESS OF WHAT SIDE YOU'RE ON ON 

THIS. AND SO I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING HOW THAT 

WORKS OUT AND IF THERE ARE MORE RESOURCES NEEDED 

TO MEET THAT GOAL, THEN I'M OPEN TO CONSIDERING THAT 



AS WELL. THAT'S SOMETHING THAT THE HOME BUILDERS 

HAVE REALLY STRESSED AND THAT I AGREE WITH THEM ON 

IS THAT THEY JUST WANT CLEAR AND CONSISTENT 

APPLICATION. AND SO WE WILL WORK HARD TO ACHIEVE 

THAT. SO I THINK -- I THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR WORK ON 

THIS AND THEIR INPUT AND GREAT PHOTOS. I KNOW THEY 

PUT A LOT OF HARD WORK INTO IT. BUT I ALSO WANT TO 

MENTION AGAIN THAT WITH THE 3 D VISUALIZATION 

SOFTWARE THAT WE'RE MAKING AVAILABLE AT THE ONE 

STOP SHOP, SOME OF THE THINGS YOU'VE SEEN TODAY 

WITH ENVELOPES AND THE STRUCTURES THAT WOULD BE 

PLACED INSIDE THE ENVELOPES TO SEE IF THEY MEET THE 

ORDINANCE, YOU WILL HAVE THAT AVAILABLE, EVERYONE 

WILL HAVE THAT AVAILABLE AT THE ONE STOP SHOP. AND 

THERE'S ALSO A FREE PROGRAM WITH SOME LIMITATIONS 

THAT YOU CAN GET CALLED GOOGLE SKETCH VUP. SO I 

ENCOURAGE YOU TO LOOK AT THAT AS WELL. AND THANK 

YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR WORK ON THIS AND THANK YOU, 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP ON 

THIS AND AS WELL AS THE TASKFORCE COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS, ESPECIALLY THE CO-CHAIRS. LAURA MORRISON 

JUST TOLD ME SHE HAD 17 HOURS OF MEETING IN THE LAST 

24 HOURS AND I THINK WE JUST ADDED A COUPLE MORE 

HOURS TO THAT. SO I THANK EVERYONE FOR YOUR HARD 

WORK AND PATIENCE AND GETTING THIS DONE SO 

EFFICIENTLY AND QUICKLY AND TAKING TIME OUT OF YOUR 

LIVES. I KNOW IT'S BEEN A BIG SACRIFICE FOR YOU AS WELL 

AS YOUR FAMILIES, SO IT IS DULY NOTED AND APPRECIATED. 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? AGAIN, WE 

HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE TO APPROVE 

ON FIRST AND SECOND READING AMENDED ORDINANCE. 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR. I GUESS I GET TO DO THE INITIAL 

VOTE, BUT NOT THE FINAL VOTE ON THIS, BUT I REALLY DID 

WANT TO THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN 

THE TASKFORCE AND FOR COMING OUT AND WAITING SO 

LONG TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY. AND I THINK THERE'S SOME 

GOOD TOOLS HERE. I MEAN, I PERSONALLY FEEL THAT 

THERE MAY BE SOME THINGS THAT COULD BE TWEAKED, 

BUT I THINK IN THE END THAT'S GOING TO BE DECIDED BY 



ANOTHER COUNCIL. BUT IT SEEMED LIKE AGAIN MAYBE IT'S 

JUST ME NOT UNDERSTANDING THE WAY THE F.A.R. IS BEING 

CALCULATED HERE, SPECIFICALLY THE CONDITIONS SPACE 

VERSUS NON-CONDITION SPACE AND HOW THAT GETS 

INVOLVED IN THE CALCULATION OF THE SQUARE FOOTAGE, 

THE ATTACHED GARAGE VERSUS THE UNATTACHED 

GARAGE. I THOUGHT THAT SOME OF THE PRESENTERS WHO 

DID THE ANALYSES I THINK BROUGHT UP SOME GOOD 

POINTS ABOUT HOW YOU WOULD -- HOW THE OVERALL 

SQUARE FOOTAGE WOULD BE AFFECTED IF YOU LOOKED AT 

SOME OF THOSE ISSUES. AND AGAIN, MAYBE IF THE F.A.R. 

COULD BE INCREASED, THEN THAT'S NOT AS BIG AN ISSUE, 

BUT THAT'S -- I DON'T KNOW. IT SEEMS LIKE THERE'S THREE 

OR FOUR SUGGESTIONS OUT THERE THAT COULD PROVIDE 

A WAY TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE CONCERNS WE'VE 

HEARD. I'M NOT SURE WHAT THE BEST COMBINATION OF 

THOSE MIGHT BE TO TRY TO ADDRESS THOSE CONCERNS, 

BUT IT SEEMS LIKE WE ARE FURTHER RESTRICTING WHAT 

CAN BE DONE USING THREE OR FOUR DIFFERENT 

APPROACHES, AND I DIDN'T SEE I GUESS WHAT WE'RE 

GIVING. IF WE'RE SAYING WE HAVE THIS ENVELOPE AND WE 

HAVE THESE -- WE HAVE THE SETBACK FORMULA AND A 

DIFFERENT WAY OF CALCULATING THE SQUARE FOOTAGE 

AND F.A.R.'S AND WHAT COUNTS AND WHAT DOESN'T COUNT. 

IT SEEMS LIKE EVERY SINGLE ONE OF THOSE THINGS IS 

LIMITING THE SIZE. AND I THINK JUST LOOKING AT IT IS -- IT 

SEEMS LIKE EITHER INCREASING THE -- THE HEIGHT AT THE 

BASE -- AT THE SET BACK LINE OR LOOKING AT THIS F.A.R. 

SOMEHOW COULD PROVIDE -- COULD ADDRESS SOME OF 

THE CONCERNS WE'VE HEARD. I CERTAINLY DON'T WANT TO 

TAKE AWAY FROM THE WORK OF THE TASKFORCE. AND LIKE 

I SAID, I WON'T BE A PERSON CASTING A VOTE ON THIS, BUT I 

DO THINK THAT SOME OF THE -- SOME OF THE INFORMATION 

PRESENTED I THINK CALLED ATTENTION TO ISSUES THAT 

MAY STILL BE UNRESOLVED, BUT I THINK IN THE END IT'S -- IT 

WILL AFFECT THE NARROW LOTS REALLY, THE 50-FOOT 

LOTS IS WHERE YOU'LL SEE THAT IMPACT. SO I DON'T KNOW 

IF THERE'S A WAY TO LOOK AT THAT PARTICULAR -- THOSE 

PARTICULAR LOTS TO SEE IF THERE'S WAYS TO ADDRESS 

THE LIMITATIONS ON THOSE, BUT THAT WAS MY ONLY 

OBSERVATION? AND OBVIOUSLY IF YOU HAVE A PRETTY 

SIGNIFICANT SIZE LOT, YOU'RE NOT GOING TO HIT THESE 



ISSUES OR BE AFFECTED AS MUCH BY THESE ISSUES, BUT IT 

IS THE FOLKS THAT HAVE THE SMALLER LOTS THAT WILL 

HAVE THE MOST LIMITATIONS. AND I PERSONALLY DON'T 

NEED THAT MUCH SQUARE FOOTAGE IF I WAS GOING TO 

BUILD A HOUSE, BUT IT APPEARS THAT THERE'S A LOT OF 

PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO DESIRE TO HAVE THAT AMOUNT 

OF SQUARE FOOTAGE. BUT AGAIN, THAT'S A QUESTION TO 

BE ANSWERED BY THE NEXT COUNCIL AND MAYBE IN A 

COUPLE OF WEEKS, WHO KNOWS? BUT GOOD LUCK TO YOU 

ALL AND TO MIKE AND CHERYL WHO HOPEFULLY ARE 

WATCHING AT HOME, I GUESS. [ LAUGHTER ] BUT ANYWAY, 

THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, FOR YOUR 

WORK ON THIS. I KNOW YOU'VE BEEN A REAL HAND'S ON 

WITH THIS PROCESS. AND TO EVERYBODY INVOLVED 

REALLY, IT'S BEEN A MULTI-YEAR PROCESS OF LOOKING AT 

COMPATIBILITY ON THIS, STARTING WITH THE SUPER 

DUPLEXES AND THEN THE SUPER TWO'S AND THEN LOOKING 

AT THIS ISSUE THAT ACTUALLY BROUGHT BACK THE DUPLEX 

ISSUE. IT'S BEEN AN ISSUE THAT'S REAL IMPORTANT AND IT 

HAS AFFECTED MANY, MANY NEIGHBORHOODS. AND THAT'S 

WHY THE COUNCIL HAS CONTINUED TO COME IN AND TRY TO 

ADDRESS THE CONCERNS THAT ARE BEING RAISED. AND I 

GUESS I WOULD NOTE THAT THIS IS THE -- ONLY THE 

SECOND TIME IN MY SIX YEARS THAT I'VE BEEN AT A 

COUNCIL MEETING UNTIL 3:30 IN THE MORNING, AND THE 

OTHER TIME WAS FOR THE STRAT STUS HEARING -- EXTRA 

TUS HEARING. SO I THINK THIS GOES TO SHOW HOW 

IMPORTANT THIS ISSUE IS FOR OUR COMMUNITY THAT IT 

TAKES US AS LATE INTO THE EVENING AS STRATUS TOOK US 

INTO THE EVENING. AND SO IT'S A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE 

AND REALLY JUST HAPPY TO SEE EVERYBODY WHO SPENT 

SO MUCH TIME ON THIS. ANYWAY, I HOPE IN THE END WE 

GET A GOOD OUTCOME, BUT I THINK WE'RE REAL CLOSE AND 

I APPRECIATE ALL THE HARD WORK BY EVERYBODY 

INVOLVED. THANK YOU, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE MOTION? FIRST AND SECOND READING 

AMENDED ORDINANCE. HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN 

FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  



Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON FIRST AND 

SECOND READING ON A VOTE OF SEVEN TO ZERO. THERE 

BEING NO MORE BUSINESS BEFORE THIS MEETING OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL, WE BID FAREWELL TO MAYOR PRO TEM 

DANNY THOMAS AND COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ. 

WE'LL SEE THEM SOON IN MANY OTHER VENUES AND WE 

STAND ADJOURNED. IT IS 3:35 A.M.  
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