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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2013-0004 HLC DATE:  September 23, 2013 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Laura and Tommy Craddick, Jr., owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Halm-Mallory House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1501 Wooldridge Drive 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic Landmark 
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1938 Federalist-style Colonial Revival house was likely designed by prominent local 
architect Roy L. Thomas for Emil and Erna Halm, in whose family the house remained for 
50 years.  Emil Halm started the Guaranty Finance Company, an auto loan business, in 
San Antonio, and commissioned Roy Thomas to design his permanent offices in a Moderne 
style on W. 6th Street in Austin (the Modern façade of that building has been removed).  
Halm was also the last chair of the Texas Voluntary Parole System, and through his efforts, 
in 1957, Texas established a professional supervised parole system.  The house was then 
the home of the Halm’s daughter, Esther, whose husband, Dr. Wallace Mallory, was the 
personal physician of President Eisenhower, and ran the Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
in Washington before returning to Austin and working with the Texas Department of 
Health. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
Two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled painted brick house with Federalist details in a 
Colonial Revival design; symmetrical façade with an ornamental front-gabled cornice detail 
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in the center of the front façade with a horizontal oval vent, representing the Federalist 
style details on the house.  The front entry is covered by a flat-roofed independent porch on 
plain, square, wood posts with an ornamental metal railing above; the front entry has 
sidelights and a fanlight; fenestration includes 8:8 and 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled windows. 
Historical Associations: 
There is no documentary evidence, but it is possible that the house was designed by prominent 
local architect Roy L. Thomas for Emil and Erna Halm in 1938.  Roy L. Thomas specialized in 
Colonial Revival architecture with unusual details –such as the Federalist-style central gabled 
cornice on this house, leaded glass windows, and curved porticos in an otherwise more 
conservative Colonial Revival palette. 
 
Emil Halm was born in Germany in 1883 and came with his family to New Braunfels, Texas 
around the turn of the century.  His father was a watchmaker, and Emil soon opened a watch 
repair shop in a Seguin drug store.  In 1925, when he and Erna were living in San Antonio, he 
founded the Guaranty Finance Company with his business partner, Emil Mueller.  The firm 
had offices in San Antonio, Houston, Corpus Christi, and Austin, and specialized in auto loans.  
When the firm dissolved in 1937, Emil Halm took control of the offices in Corpus Christi and 
Austin, and established Lloyds of Austin, an insurance company for both dealers and 
purchasers of used cars.  He moved his family to Austin, building this house on Wooldridge 
Drive in 1938.  Tired of leasing space for his business, in 1946, he commissioned Roy L. 
Thomas to build his permanent office at 513 W. 6th Street in Austin.  Long a gem of Moderne 
architecture, the distinctive building front was removed in 2011 and replaced with a modern 
storefront.  The historic front of the building is in storage, and will hopefully be re-erected soon 
in the West End area. 
 
Emil and Erna Halm operated the Guaranty Finance Company until 1980; Halm was also the 
last commissioner of the Texas Voluntary Parole System; at his urging in 1957, the State of 
Texas finally adopted a paid supervisory parole system.  Over the course of his 15 years with 
the voluntary parole system, he supervised over 1,000 parolees. 
 
The Halms’ daughter, Esther, married Dr. Wallace Mallory, a career military medical officer.  
He and Esther took over the Wooldridge Drive house when her parents downsized in their later 
years.  Wallace Mallory was a native of San Antonio, and received his medical education at the 
University of Texas and Tulane Medical School in New Orleans.  He had a distinguished 
military career as a medical officer, then took command of the Walter Reed General Hospital in 
Washington, D.C. in 1965.  Two years later, he took command of the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center.  He served as the personal physician to President Eisenhower, and, at Walter 
Reed, treated a wide range of patients, from members of royal families and legislators to 
Vietnam casualties.  He retired from active duty in 1969; he and Esther moved to Austin.  They 
rented the Wooldridge Drive house out for a short period, then undertook a remodeling 
program in 1970 under the direction of architects Leon Chandler and Gordon Clark.  In Austin, 
Dr. Mallory joined the Texas Department of Health, and the Central Texas Medical Director 
for tuberculosis control. 
  
PARCEL NO.:  0115010804000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  0.2590 AC OF FISHER JOSEPHINE L RESERVATION 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 
(capped); county portion: $2,500 (capped); AISD portion: $3,500 (capped).  Note: without the 
caps, the total exemption would have been $12,448. 
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APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,022,684 
 
PRESENT USE:  Single family residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  
Laura and Tommy Craddick, Jr. 
1501 Wooldridge Drive 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1938 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Extensive remodeling in 1970 included the replacement of 
the original front porch, simplification of ornamental metal exterior railings, painting the 
brick, installation of shutters, and the construction of a lanai and family room to the rear.  
Later modifications include the construction of a garage apartment. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Emil and Erna Halm (1938) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   Contributing to the Old West Austin National 
Register Historic District. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Building permit to Mr. and Mrs. Emil Halm for the construction of the house (1938) 
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