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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2013-0008 HLC DATE:  October 28, 2013 

 PC DATE:   

     

APPLICANT:  Curtis and Nina Batts, owners; City of Austin. 

 

HISTORIC NAME:  Ethel Pearl’s Beauty Shop 

 

WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1504 E. 11th Street 

 

ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 

 

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 

from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 

family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 

zoning. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 

The house has been a center of African-American life in East Austin – until the early 1950s, 

it was exclusively a residence, but when the house was purchased by Curtis and Ethel Pearl 

Batts in 1950, it became her beauty salon, and a gathering place for African-American 

women in the days of segregation in Austin. 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is not listed in any City survey. 

C14H-2013-0008 

1504 E. 11
th

 Street 

Project: Ethel’s Beauty Salon 

SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 

October 9, 2013 – Kathleen Fox, Comprehensive Planning 

 

This zoning case is located on the northeast corner of Angelina Street and E. 11
th

 Street and contains a small one 

story single family house situated on a .06 acre parcel. This property is located within the boundaries of the Central 

East Austin Neighborhood Plan area. Surrounding land uses includes single family houses to the north, east and west 

and the Texas State Cemetery to the south. The request is for historic preservation zoning. 

Central East Austin Neighborhood Plan (CEANP) 

 

The CEANP Future Land Use Map designates this property as residential. The following Goals and Priorities are 

highly supportive of historic preservation zoning in the CEANP: 

Goal 1 - Preserve, restore, and recognize historic resources and other unique neighborhood features. (pg. 7) 

Goal 7 - Respect the historic, ethnic and cultural character of the neighborhoods of Central East Austin (pg. 

4) 

Top Ten CEANP Planning Priority 

Priority 6. Recommend that eligible historic districts identified in the “Historic Resources Survey of East 

Austin” report be established as local historic districts per the City’s proposed local districts ordinance. (p 

5) 

 

Imagine Austin (IACP) 
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Austin’s historic assets include neighborhoods, buildings, and sites reflecting Austin’s cultural, ethnic, social, 

economic, political, and architectural history, many of which lack formal historic designation. Designated historic 

resources include National Register properties and districts, Texas Historic Landmarks, Austin’s Historic Landmark 

designation, and Local Historic Districts. In addition, Austin has many cultural resources lacking formal historic 

designation—public art, cultural centers, museums, institutions, buildings, landscapes, and iconic businesses and 

buildings. Austin is also home to a number of museums and research libraries (p 116). The following IACP policies 

support historic preservation: 

 LUT P38. Preserve and interpret historic resources (those objects, buildings, structures, sites, places, or 

districts with historic, cultural, or aesthetic significance) in Austin for residents and visitors. 

 LUT P41. Protect historic buildings, structures, sites, places, and districts in neighborhoods throughout the 

City. 

 LUT P42. Retain the character of National Register and local Historic Districts and ensure that 

development and redevelopment is compatible with historic resources and character. 

 C P12. Construct, sustain, and grow Austin’s multicultural and artistic heritage from African American, 

Hispanic, Asian, and other ethnic and culturally-specific groups as the city develops and grows. 

Based the CEANP Goals that support protecting historic areas in the planning area, and the Imagine Austin policies 

above that support protecting and preserving historic neighborhoods, staff believes that this proposed historic zoning 

request is supported by the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan. 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 

 

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 

 

CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Organization of Central East Austin 

Neighborhoods. 

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

Architecture:  

One-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof, frame dwelling with a now-enclosed partial-width 

independent porch; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 

Historical Associations: 

Research indicates conflicting dates for the construction of the house – the 1910-11 city 

directory shows it to be the home of Samuel Mackey, a porter at the old Sutor Hotel saloon in 

the 300 block of Congress Avenue, but deed records indicate that Samuel Mackey executed a 

mechanic’s lien to the Nalle Lumber Company in 1912 for the construction of the house – but it 

is clear that the house was built some time between 1910 and 1912.  Samuel Mackey had 

purchased the property in 1907, so it may be that he lived in an earlier house before the 

construction of this house. 

Mackey was born in Texas, and worked as a porter, bootblack, and shoeshine man during his 

life.  After his wife, Ruth, died in 1924, Samuel Mackey continued to live here until around 

1931, when he moved to a smaller house on E. 11th Street.  He died in 1963.  Louis Johnson, 

who was the yardman, and later chauffeur for Commodore E.H. Perry and his family, lived 

here from around 1931 to around 1940.  Samuel Mackey sold the house to Curtis and Ethel 

Pearl Batts in 1950.  Curtis Batts had been a truck driver for Sears before going into the U.S. 

Army and marrying Ethel Pearl Batts, formerly of Bastrop, Texas.  He later became a truck 

driver for H.M. Oetting Furniture, which was located at 13th and Lavaca Streets and was noted 

for its line of fine furnishings.  He married Ethel Pearl Eastland of Bastrop in 1943, while he 

was still in the Army.  Ethel worked as a maid during those years, but began working in 

beauty salons, both as a shampoo girl in white salons as well as in African-American salons, 

such as Edmondson’s at 11th and Chicon Streets, and the Julia Ann Beauty Salon on E. 10th 
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Street.  By 1954, she had opened Ethel Pearl’s Beauty Salon in this house, and went to Prairie 

View A&M University for cosmetology classes, receiving her certification as a licensed 

beautician from the Crescent School of Beauty of Austin in 1957, the same year that her 

husband died of cancer.  Ethel Pearl’s Beauty Salon was one of several African-American 

beauty shops that opened in East Austin, as African-American women were denied service in 

shops that catered exclusively to whites.  Ethel Pearl’s shop typified the response of the city’s 

African-American community to segregated business practices, where they were not allowed in 

to white service businesses throughout the first half of the 20th century.  Typical of the African-

American businesses in Austin, Ethel Pearl’s Beauty Salon became something of a community 

center and gathering place for African-American women, and further represented the growth of 

the segregated African-American economy in Austin, where women were now able to afford 

luxuries such as beauty services and hairdressing.  Ethel Pearl Batts always believed in 

presenting herself elegantly, and was known to sport blonde hair in the latest fashion.  She 

also believed that African-American women should have the benefit of hair and beauty services 

so that they could present themselves well and get ahead in their personal, social, and business 

lives, even at a time when white Austin businesses routinely discriminated against African-

American customers and clients. 

 

Establishing a legitimate beauty salon in the African-American community also meant that 

operators such as Ethel Pearl Batts were subject to increased scrutiny and regulations by the 

authorities.  Mrs. Batts constructed the necessary improvements in her home to house the 

beauty salon in accordance with city and state regulations to maintain her business license.  

She was also a crusader for civil rights and equal treatment for African-Americans in the 

crucial years of the late 1950s and early 1960s.  Family members recall that Mrs. Batts would 

stage her own sit-ins at Woolworth’s lunch counter in downtown Austin, when the store refused 

to serve African-American customers.  Ethel Pearl Batts remembered all too well the hurtful 

discrimination she had been subjected to as a girl in Bastrop, and fought in her own way to 

provide beauty services for her African-American clientele, including many Huston-Tillotson 

College students, so that they would feel proud of themselves and work to right the civil 

wrongs so ingrained in Southern society at that time. 

 

PARCEL NO.:  0206090207 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The east 47 feet of Lot 5 and the east 47 feet of the south 10 feet 

of Lot 6, Outlot 61, Division B. 

  

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $2,054 (owner-occupied); city portion: $575; 

$1,032 (income-producing); city portion: $287. 

 

APPRAISED VALUE:  $166,786 

 

PRESENT USE:  Residence 

 

CONDITION:  Excellent 

 

PRESENT OWNERS:  Curtis and Nina Batts 

 

DATE BUILT:  ca. 1910 

 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  A rear addition was made to the house in 1962; vinyl siding 

and solar screens were applied to the house in 2007. 
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ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Samuel and Ruth Mackey (1907) 

 

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1504 E. 11th Street 
ca. 1910 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1504 E. 11th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2013 
 
1992  Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  Child care, State of Texas 
 
1985-86 Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Ethel P. Batts, owner 

Operator, Anderson Lane Beauty Salon (Elmo Sledge, proprietor), 1817 W. 
Anderson Lane. 

 
1977  Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house) 
 
1973  Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house) 
 
1968  Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house) 
 
1962  Ethel P. Batts, owner 
  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house) 
 
1959  C. Curtis and Ethel P. Batts, owners 
  C. Curtis: Laborer 
  Ethel:  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house) 
 
1955  C. Curtis and Ethel P. Batts, owners 

C. Curtis: Truck driver, H.M. Oetting Furniture Company, 13th and Lavaca 
Streets. 

  Ethel:  Proprietor, Ethel Pearl Beauty Salon (at the house). 
 
1952  Matthew and Gertrude Curry, renters 
  Laborer 

NOTE:  Cutis and Ethel Batts are listed at 1606 E. 4th Street; he was a driver for 
H.M. Oetting Furniture Company (13th and Lavaca Streets); she was an operator 
at the Julia Ann Beauty Shop (Julia A. Earls, proprietor), 1620 E. 10th Street. 

 
1949  Thomas Price, renter 
  Laborer, Southern Union Gas Company, 422 Congress Avenue. 

NOTE:  Curtis and Ethel Batts are listed at 1606 E. 4th Street; he was a laborer; 
she had no occupation listed. 

 
1947  James D. and Guybret Alexander, renters 
  Employed by the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, 601 W. 24th Street. 

NOTE: Curtis and Ethel Batts are listed at 1606 E. 4th Street; he was a helper at 
Oetting Furniture, 13th and Lavaca Streets; she was an operator at Edmondson’s 
Beauty Parlor (Josephine Edmondson, proprietor), 1100 Chicon Street. 
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1944-45 Abbie J. McGarritty, owner 
  Widow, Benjamin McGarritty 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Curtis and Ethel Batts are listed at 1606 E. 4th Street; he was in the U.S. 
Army; she had no occupation listed. 

 
1941  Kelly and Hazel Robinson, renters 
  Laborer 
  NOTE:  Curtis and Ethel Batts are not listed in the directory. 
 
1939  Louis Johnson, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1304 E. 11th Street. 

NOTE:  Curtis Batts (Ethel is not listed) was a warehouseman for Sears, who 
lived in the rear of 1505 E. 7th Street. 

 
1937  Louis Johnson, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1304 E. 11th Street. 
 
1935  Louis Johnson, owner 
  Chauffeur 
  NOTE:  The address is listed at 1304 E. 11th Street. 
 
1932-33 Louis Johnson, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1304 E. 11th Street. 

NOTE:  Samuel Mackey is listed at 1502 E. 11th Street, which was listed as being 
between Angelina and Comal Streets, but which does not appear on the 1935 
Sanborn map. 

 
1930-31 Samuel Mackey (colored), owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1929  Samuel Mackey (colored), owner 
  Porter 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1927  Myer and Julia Nobles (colored), renters 
  Porter 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1924  Samuel and Ruth Mackey (colored), owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1922  Samuel and Ruth Mackey (colored), owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1920  Samuel and Ruth Mackey (colored), owners 
  Laborer 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
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1918  Samuel and Ruth Mackey (colored), owners 
  Shoe shine 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1916  Samuel Mackey (colored) 
  Shoe shiner, 304 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1914  Samuel Mackey (colored) 

Porter, William Frank Howard, proprietor, Austin Branch, Lone Star Brewing 
Company, 206-08 W. 3rd Street; and proprietor of a saloon, 304 Congress 
Avenue. 

  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1912-13 Samuel Mackey (colored) 
  Porter 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1910-11 Samuel Mackey (colored) 
  Porter 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1306 E. 11th Street. 
 
1909-10 No houses are listed between San Bernard and Angelina Streets on E. 11th 

Street. 
NOTE:  Samuel Mackey is listed as a porter at the Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress 
Avenue; he lived at 916 E. 10th Street. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Samuel and Ruth Mackey (ca. 1910 – ca. 1931) 
Samuel Mackey appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owner of the house at 1306 E. 11th 
Street, which was worth $1,000.  He was a 50-year old Texas-born widower who worked as a 
hotel porter.  With him lived Myer Nobles, a 35-year old porter at the State Capitol, and his wife, 
Julia, 30, a maid for a private family.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows Sam and Ruth Mackey as 
the owners of the house at 1306 E. 11th Street; he was a porter.  Ruth Mackey, who was 35 at 
the time, had been born in Illinois, and was a laundress for a private family.  They had two 
children: Sam, Jr., and Pearl.  Next door to them at 1304 E. 11th Street, lived Louis Johnson, a 
chauffeur for E.H. Perry. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Samuel and Ruth Mackey at 1306 E. 11th Street.  He was a 
porter in a saloon. 
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Funeral notice for Samuel Mackey 

Austin American-Statesman, November 30, 1963 
 
Louis Johnson (ca. 1931 – ca. 1940) 
Louis Johnson is listed in the 1930 U.S. Census as living in the home of his brother-in-law, 
Washington Barrow, at 1304 E. 11th Street, which was likely located just to the west of the 
house later owned and occupied by Curtis and Ethel Batts.  Louis Johnson was then 35, had 
been born in Texas, and was a chauffeur for a private family.  City directory records show that 
Louis Johnson was the chauffeur for E.H. Perry, a prominent cotton merchant, and had been 
working for Perry since at least 1920, when the Perry family still lived at 1002 Lavaca Street.  
The 1930-31 city directory shows Louis Johnson living with Washington Barrow, who had no 
occupation listed in the directory.  The 1930 census report shows Washington Barrow to have 
been a 47-year old Texas-born general laborer. His wife, Eva, 27, was a laundress for a private 
family. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Louis and Georgia Johnson at 1304 E. 11th Street, which would 
have been just to the west of the house later owned and occupied by Curtis and Ethel Batts, as 
it historically bore an address of 1306 E. 11th Street.  Louis Johnson was a chauffeur for a 
private family; Georgia Johnson had no occupation listed. 
 

 
Funeral notice for Louis Johnson 
Austin American, March 14, 1967 
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Obituary of Ethel Pearl Batts 

Austin American-Statesman, December 14, 2000 
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