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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0811 

800 BOULDIN AVENUE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1956 duplex. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled, frame duplex with a partial-width double-level 

inset porch on plain, square wood posts and with a plain railing; the ground floor has a 

stone veneer; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; standing-seam metal roof.  

RESEARCH 

The duplex was built in 1956 by Phillip A. Carlson, a local developer; J. Preston and Ethel 

Riddle are listed as the occupants of unit “B” and the owners in the 1958 city directory, the 

first time the address appears, however, in later directories, the Riddles are listed as 

renters.  The duplex had a relatively high turnover rate – after the Riddles’ occupancy for 

approximately 8 years, the next longest tenancy was that of Raymond and Joyce Mitchell, 

who lived here through the 1970s.  Raymond Mitchell was an engineering aide for the U.S. 

Geological Survey.  Other tenants have included  a television repairman, the office manager 

for an oral surgeon’s office, and employees of Page-Southerland-Page. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit after completion of a City documentation package consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 

historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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800 Bouldin Avenue 
ca. 1956 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
800 Bouldin Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2013 
 
1992  A: Frank Logan, renter 
   No occupation listed 

B: David Zuefeldt, renter 
No occupation listed 

 
1985-86 A: J. David and Susan Ashton, renters 

Engineer, Page-Southerland-Page, architects and engineers, 606 West 
Avenue. 

  B: Pam Kelley, renter 
Executive assistant, Page-Southerland-Page, architects and engineers, 
606 West Avenue. 

 
1981  A: No return 
  B: No return 
 
1977  A: Mary P. Bender, renter 

Widow, Thomas Bender 
Office manager, Fricke, Fason & Cunningham, oral surgeos, 1301 W. 38th 
Street. 

  B: Raymond N. and Joyce Mitchell, owners 
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   Hydraulic technician, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
1973  A: Joseph and Barbara Abet, renters 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Joseph and Barbara Abet were new 
residents at this address. 

  B: Raymond N. and Joyce Mitchell, owners 
   Engineering aide, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
1968  A: Travis A. and Cheryl Koeher, renters 

No occupation listed 
  B: Fred and Lois Dailey, renters 
   Television repairman 
 
1962  A: Thomas and Susie Seekatz, owners 

Proprietor (with Roy E. Seekatz), Capitol Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
Barton Springs Road. 

B: J.P. and Ethel E. Riddle, renters 
 No occupation listed 

 
1959  A: Louie M. and Janet White, renters 

Accountant, Telephone Company 
  B: J.P. and Ethel E. Riddle, renters 
   No occupation listed 
 
1958  A: R.H. and Edith Butler, renters 
   No occupation listed 
  B: J.P. and Ethel E. Riddle, owners 
   No occupation listed 
 
1957  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 

 
Building permit to Phillip A. Carlson for the construction of the duplex (1955) but it could be a 

typographical error – all other data points to a 1956 construction date. 
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Water service permit for this address (1956) 

 

 
Sewer service permit for this address (1956) 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
J.P[reston] and Ethel E. Riddle (ca. 1956 – ca. 1965) 
John P[reston]. and Ethel E. Riddle appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of a house at 
1909 Eva Street in Austin.  John P. Riddle was then 56, had been born in Texas, and was a 
mason employed in building construction.  Ethel E. Riddle was then 53, had been born in Texas, 
and had no occupation listed.  With them lived their two children: Emma Lou, 18, a café 
waitress; and J.P., 15.  Both had been born in Texas.  In addition, Louis Riddle, 32, and his wife, 
Catherine, 29, also lived in the house.  Louis Riddle was a laborer at the City water plant; 
Catherine Riddle was a cook at the city hospital.  Both had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of J.P. Riddle 

Austin American, August 9, 1967 
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Obituary of Ethel Riddle 

Austin American-Statesman, July 20, 1987 
 

 


