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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2013-0140 HLC DATE:  November 18, 2013 

 PC DATE:   

     

APPLICANT:  Sarah Crocker, Crocker Consulting, on behalf of the owners 

 

HISTORIC NAME:  Louis C., Jr.  and Virginia Page House 

 

WATERSHED:  Johnson Creek 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2507 Kenmore Court 

 

ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 

 

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 

from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 

family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 

zoning. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 

The house is an excellent example of early mid-century Modern design, and was built and 

owned by Louis C. Page, Jr., a founder of Page, Southerland & Page, a world-wide 

architectural and engineering firm, and his wife, Virginia Nalle Page, meeting the criteria 

for landmark designation under the categories of architectural and historical significance. 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 

Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 

 

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 

 

CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

Architecture:  

The Louis C., Jr. and Virginia Page House is a classic example of early mid-century Modern 

design, which is distinguished by its horizontal composition, large expanses of glass 

bringing together the structure and the natural site, rectangular building forms, and use of 

natural and non-traditional building materials, such as stone, wood, and notably on the 

Page House, standing-seam metal wall cladding.  The Page House has a two-story 

rectangular central block, a long expanse of floor-to-ceiling glass in the one-story connection 

between the house and the garage, the integration of the house with its site in the use of 

stone veneers, and integral terraces that reinforce the relationship of the house with its 

environment, and the use of sheet metal as a primary exterior wall material – the first 
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known use of standing seam metal as an exterior wall material on any residential structure 

in Austin. 

Historical Associations: 

In 1949, Louis C. Page, Jr. and his brother, George Matthews Page, purchased an undeveloped 

tract in Tarrytown, and then split the land so that the brothers had lots with a common rear 

property line, although the houses faced different streets – Louis Page’s house was on Kenmore 

Court and George Page’s house faced adjacent Schulle Avenue.  In this house, Louis C. Page, 

Jr., and his wife, Virginia, spent the rest of their lives. 

 

Louis C. Page, Jr. was born in Austin in 1909 to prominent local architect Louis C. Page, a 

member of a long and prestigious architectural dynasty that started in the 1880s when Louis, 

Sr.’s father, Charles Henry Page, moved to Austin from St. Louis to work as a stone mason on 

the new Texas Capitol.  His son, Charles Henry Page, Jr., began an architectural firm in 

Austin in 1898 (C.H. Page, Jr.), and was soon thereafter joined by his younger brother, Louis C. 

Page, Sr. – the firm then became known as C.H. Page and Brother, and later as Page Brothers.  

The firm achieved great recognition when they were awarded the commission for the Texas 

Pavilion at the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1904.  They were known primarily for their public 

buildings, schools, and commercial buildings, including the Littlefield Building in downtown 

Austin, and the Travis County Courthouse. 

 

Louis C. Page, Jr. graduated from the University of Texas with a bachelor’s degree in 

architectural engineering in 1929.  He went on to get his master’s degree in architecture from 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and then spent a year at the Ecole des Beaux Arts 

in France before returning to Texas in 1932.  He and his fellow MIT classmate, Louis 

Southerland, established their first architectural office, Page & Southerland, in Tyler at the 

height of the East Texas oil boom.  After Louis C. Page, Sr. passed away in 1934, the pair 

moved back to Austin, where they initially took over Louis, Sr.’s work in Page Brothers.  In 

1939, Louis, Jr.’s younger brother, George Matthews Page, joined the firm, which then became 

known as Page, Southerland & Page.  Page, Southerland & Page grew to be one of the most 

prestigious architectural and engineering firms in Texas, the United States, and now has work 

and offices throughout the world.  With over 500 architects and engineers, the firm has offices 

in Austin, Dallas, Houston, Denver, and Washington, D.C. 

 

Page & Southerland, and later, Page, Southerland & Page, focused primarily on public 

buildings, schools, and commercial buildings, as had the earlier form of Page Brothers.  Among 

their designs in Austin are the Municipal Building, the Austin Tribune Building, Palmer 

Auditorium, and the IBM campus on the north side of the city.  In 1956, the firm became the 

consulting architects and engineers for the University of Texas, and has designed buildings on 

many of the UT campuses throughout the state, as well as for Texas Woman’s University in 

Denton, and the Austin State School.  Louis Page, Jr. taught at the University of Texas, and 

through his close association with higher learning as well as his relationships with the most 

prominent modern architects of his time, including Eero Saarinen and Richard Neutra, he kept 

his firm at the forefront of architectural design and engineering.  The firm had a limited 

residential architectural practice, but did design houses for LBJ as well as several other 

prominent Texans.  Through Page’s relationship with Lyndon Johnson, the firm also designed 

Rosewood Courts, the first public housing project in Austin, and in the United States. 

 

1939 proved to be a very momentous year for Louis Page, Jr.  Besides expanding his 

architectural firm to include his younger brother, he also married Virginia Nalle, the grand-

daughter of a former Austin mayor, and a member of a very prominent Austin family.  Virginia 

Nalle was the Society Page editor for the Austin American-Statesman, and was very active in 
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various heritage, charitable, and philanthropic organizations in the city, including the 

Daughters of the American Revolution, the Settlement House, and Heritage Society of Austin. 

 

Louis and Virginia Page purchased the property on Kenmore Court in 1949; he designed the 

house that he would live in until his death in 1981.  Virginia Nalle Page continued to live in 

the house after his death, and finally sold it in 1990.  She passed away in 1997. 

 

PARCEL NO.:  0119080329 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Tract B, Kenmore Oaks 

  

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 

(capped).  NOTE:  The AISD tax abatement is capped at $3,500; the Travis County tax 

abatement is capped at $2,500.  Total taxes on this property without any tax abatements 

are over $59,000. 

 

APPRAISED VALUE:  $2,636,722 

 

PRESENT USE:  Single family residence 

 

CONDITION:  Excellent 

 

PRESENT OWNERS:  Ivor Johnson Trust 

 

DATE BUILT:  ca. 1949 

 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Although the house has been remodeled several times, the 

exterior of the house remains intact.  There have been no additions to the house. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Louis C., Jr. and Virginia Page (1949) 

 

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 

 

 

 

 



A.1 - 5 

 

 

 

 



A.1 - 6 

 

 



A.1 - 7 

 

 



A.1 - 8 

 

 



A.1 - 9 

 

 



A.1 - 10 

 

 



A.1 - 11 

 

 



A.1 - 12 

 

 



A.1 - 13 

 

 



A.1 - 14 

 

 



A.1 - 15 

 

 

 

 



A.1 - 16 

 

 



A.1 - 17 

 

 



A.1 - 18 

 

 



A.1 - 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A.1 - 20 

 

 

 



A.1 - 21 

 

 

 



A.1 - 22 

 

 



A.1 - 23 

 

 

 



A.1 - 24 

 

 

 

 



A.1 - 25 

 

 

 



A.1 - 26 

 

 


