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pool and sport courts. It currently has, however, no treatment for storm runoff from its 

impervious areas. 

Parkside Community Montessori School has submitted a site plan for the new school campus 

that meets all of the requirements of the City’s Barton Springs Zone redevelopment 

ordinance. Existing impervious area will be rearranged to accommodate learning and cultural 

activities, but the net result will be a slightly less impervious area overall. There will be no 

additional impervious area constructed in any of the extensive water quality buffer areas on 

the site. 

Site development will include storm runoff treatment to meet the “no increase in average 

annual pollutant loads” standard of the Save Our Springs ordinance for all of the impervious 

area. With this system in place, pollution into Slaughter Creek and the Barton Springs 

Edwards Aquifer from the site will be less than it has been in the forty years since it was 

originally developed. 

City staff has ruled that our proposed use is “civic.” The redevelopment process therefore 

requires a council resolution to approve and move forward. We expect a staff-recommended 

resolution for Council Members to consider on June 12.  

This schedule will give us barely enough time to scramble through the building permit 

process, frame up the walls, and lay out classroom materials in time for the students to arrive 

on opening day, August 25th of 2014. Your support will help us to meet that deadline.  

Parkside Community School has contributed to Austin’s educational and environmental 

community for more than two decades. The school’s founder and director, Joe Bruno, was an 

original board member of the Save Our Springs Alliance. He supported the citizen’s 

referendum to limit development to protect Barton Springs. His entire development team and 

school staff are committed to developing and managing a campus that will foster the school’s 

tradition of connecting students and the natural environment—the most important kind 

connection to ensure a positive environmental future for Austin and central Texas.  
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