












































































































Photos of 1307 Waller 
  















Original Residential Building 
Permit Application (2006) 

showing 44.8% Impervious 
Cover 

  













Pool Permit Application 
(2011) showing City 

determination that 65% 
Impervious Cover Permitted 
and Qualifies for Small Lot 

Amnesty 
  













Email Correspondence with 
Susan Walker of PDRD 

Confirming 65% Impervious 
Cover Permitted 

  



From: "Walker, Susan" <Susan.Walker@austintexas.gov> 

Date: January 9, 2013 1:20:40 PM CST 

To: "T English" <tjenglish@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: 1307 Waller St. IC variance verification 

 

 
According to the permit…65% is allowed without a variance because you have small lot amnesty. 
  
Susan Walker 
Senior Planner 
Planning & Development Review Department 
Phone:  512-974-2202 
Fax:  512-974-6536 
From: T English [mailto:tjenglish@gmail.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2013 12:45 PM 
To: Walker, Susan 

Subject: Re: 1307 Waller St. IC variance verification 
  

Susan, 
Thank you for your prompt response.  Can you tell me what does it mean that 65% IC is 
allowed?  Does it mean that the current limit on this property is 65% IC? 

  

Regards, 
Toria 

  

  

  

On Jan 8, 2013, at 12:14 PM, Walker, Susan wrote: 

 

 

 
Toria, 
  
The Board of Adjustment has not done a variance on this property.  When I looked at the pool permit on 
AMANDA…it shows that 65% IC was allowed.  There was no variance applied for. 
  
To verify front yard parking you will need to ask a Planner in Residential Review to confirm.  
  
If you have any further questions, please let me know. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Susan Walker 
Senior Planner 
Planning & Development Review Department 
Phone:  512-974-2202 
Fax:  512-974-6536 
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From: T English [mailto:tjenglish@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 2:41 PM 
To: Walker, Susan 

Subject: 1307 Waller St. IC variance verification 
  
Hello Ms. Walker, 
Amber Mitchell referred me to you for advisement on my efforts to comply with the residential parking 

requirement.  My address is 1307 Waller St. Austin, TX 78702.  First, I am hoping you can verify an 

impervious cover variance which my pool company obtained in 2011.  Below is a link to the pool permits but I 

can't locate anything regarding the impervious cover variance.  Second,  I would like to confirm that there is no 

code prohibiting me from parking in my front yard (in an effort to comply with our two car parking 

requirement).  We are not on the restricted parking map, and our Central East neighborhood plan does not 

appear to have any rules regarding this. 
  
Pool 

Permit:  https://www.ci.austin.tx.us/devreview/b_showpublicpermitfolderdetails.jsp?FolderRSN=10609255  
Neighborhood Plan: http://austintexas.gov/page/neighborhood-planning-areas 
Parking Map: ftp://ftp.ci.austin.tx.us/npzd/Austingo/fyp_map.pdf 
  
Thank you for your assistance, 
Toria English 
415-640-0426 
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Driveway Plans Approved by 
Amber Mitchell of DAC 

  





Driveway Permit Issued 
August 30, 2013 

  



PUBLIC
INFORMATION

Public Search

Issued Permit
Report

REGISTERED
USERS

New Registration

Update Registration

Permit Assign and
Pay

My Permits/Cases

My Licenses

Request / Cancel /
View Inspections

My Escrow
Accounts

Reports

Login

HELP

Web Help

FEEDBACK

Contact PDR

FOLDER DETAILS

Permit/Case Reference
File Name Description Sub

Type
Work
Type

Project
Name Status Application

Date
Issue
Date

2013-089227
DS

2013-089227
DS

Construct
new 12'
driveway
approach
from alley to
front of
residence.
8.6' Parking
space to be
created with
Boral Clay
Pavers. See
attached
plans and
details.**nmt

Res.
Driveway

New
1307
WALLER
ST

Final Aug 26, 2013
Aug
30,
2013

Related Folders: No
 

FOLDER INFO

Information Description Value

Smart Housing? No

Driveway Inspection Yes

Usage Category 7000

Total Number of Driveways 1

Total Linear Footage of Curbs/Gutters 0

Driveway Width 1 12
 

PROPERTY DETAILS

Number Pre. Street Street
Type Dir Suite

Type
Suite
Number City State Zip Legal Desc

1300-1319 WALLER STREET

1307 WALLER STREET AUSTIN TX 78702

Lot: 4 Block: Subdivision:
JOSEPH LIMERICK
SUBDIVISION, A
RESUBDIVISION OF
LOT 50 & PORTION OF
LOT 49 OF OU

Lot: 4 Block: Subdivision: JOSEPH LIMERICK SUBDIVISION, A RESUBDIVISION OF LOT
50 & PORTION OF LOT 49 OF OU
 

PEOPLE DETAILS

Desc. Organization Name Address City State Postal
Right-Of-Way Contractor Arrowhead Concrete, Inc 12224 ROXIE DR SUITE B2 Austin TX 78729
 

FOLDER FEE

Fee Description Fee Amount Balance
Excavation/Concrete Permit Fee - Transportation $35.00 $0.00

Driveway Inspection Fee - PDR $67.50 $0.00

Driveway Inspection Fee - Transportation $7.50 $0.00

AUSTINTEXAS.GOV  AIRPORT  LIBRARY  AUSTIN ENERGY  AUSTIN WATER  CONVENTION

https://www.austintexas.gov/devreview/b_showpublicpermitfol...

1 of 2 1/6/14 9:38 AM



Development Services Surcharge $2.70 $0.00
 

PROCESSES AND NOTES

Process Description Status TOD Schedule
Date Start Date End Date Assigned Staff # of

Attempts

203 Driveway Prepour Pass Sep 5, 2013 Sep 5, 2013 Sep 5, 2013
Ernesto Gomez
(512-974-1596)

1

204 Final Driveway Pass Sep 10, 2013 Sep 11, 2013
Ernesto Gomez
(512-974-1596)

2

207 DS TCO Occupancy Open
Ernesto Gomez
(512-974-1596)

0

Right-Of-Way Admin Open 0
 

FOLDER ATTACHMENT

Description Detail  
Approved Plan View Attachment

Details/Specs for Boral Pavers View Attachment

Layout View Attachment

Memo from Amber Mitchell View Attachment

Waiver View Attachment

 

Back

PAY ONLINE  CALENDAR  MEDIA CENTER  FAQ CONTACT US  SITE MAP
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Current Survey of Property 
showing 61.8% Impervious 

Cover 
  





Letters in Support from 20 
Individual Swede Hill 

Property Owners (not related 
to SHNA) 

  











































Photos of Adjacent Property 
during heavy rain showing No 

Drainage Issues 
  















SHNA January Meeting 
Minutes, Draft SHNA 

February Meeting Minutes 
where Vote was Postponed 

until Board discussed Voting 
Method (subsequently, no 
absentee ballots accepted), 

March SHNA Meeting 
Minutes 

  



Swede Hill Neighborhood Association Meeting January 7, 2014
Carver Library Meeting Rm#2
7pm-8:30pm
SHNA meetings are every first Tuesday of the month at Carver Library in the meeting rooms, 
except for February, which is the second Tuesday, February 11.
Next SHNA meeting: second Tuesday in February 11th.
 
Upcoming Events:
MLK Community March and Festival: Monday, January 20, 9am-3pm. Celebration begins on 
the University of Texas campus at the MLK statue, with kick-off speeches, then a march to the 
front steps of the Capitol for more speakers. March begins again shortly after 10:30am along 
MLK Blvd east to the historic Huston-Tillotson University on Chalmers and East 7th (just east of 
Comal), where there will be music, kids activities, food, and more until 3pm.
 
African-American Cultural Heritage District kick-off on February 1, going to be a tour that leads 
to the Oakwood cemetery. Please email SHNA Vice-President Sean Garretson for details: 
sean@pegasusplanninganddevelopment.com.
 
 
SHNA 1/7/14 Meeting Notes
[Note: brackets indicate Louisa Brinsmade/Secretary’s notes]
Meeting commences 7:00pm
 
Agenda item #1
Notice of plan to subdivide 1012 East 15th St. into 2 SF-3 lots. Architect Chris Krager present.
 
The request is to divide 1012 E. 15th into two SF3 lots.  Each lot will be approximately 4,000sf 
and will have a 2-story, 2,200sf house.  The minimum lot size required for an urban lot is 
3,500sf.  One residence will be on 15th, the other on Navasota.  The decision to allow the 
division of the current lot lies with the Planning Commission and is non-discretionary; no vote 
is required, so the developer is not seeking a letter of support from SHNA.  Swede Hill resident 
Chris Krager is the project architect.
 
 
Agenda item #2
 
Request for zoning change from SF-3 to SF-4a at 1307 Waller St. Applicants  Toria and Blake 
English
 
Blake English: Our lot currently qualifies for a zoning change. We are not required to have 
neighborhood support. The application was submitted on December 7, 2013, and the Planning 
Commission votes on it.
 
Toria English gives history of improvements on the property leading to zoning change request:



* Aug 2011, pool installation begins. The city granted the permit despite the increase of 
impervious cover limit of 45% on property due to amnesty for small lot size.
* One year later, the city reviewed the property; notified us that we did not qualify for amnesty as 
the lot is over the maximum size.
 
Rick McGee: Why would this zoning change be good for the neighborhood?
 
Blake: It brings our house under compliance of the city's zoning laws.
 
Toria: Our house is under zoning that is prior to the McMansion ordinance. Minimum size is 
3600 sq ft and our lot is just over 4000 sq ft. Our lot size meets the minimum for SF-4a, and the 
maximum building coverage is 55%. Upward, we are limited to McMansion ordinance to 35 ft. 
So, we qualify for the higher zoning. 
 
Rick: Again, how is this good for the neighborhood?
 
Blake: It brings us into compliance.
 
Hunt Andre (SHNA board member): Why seek a zoning change, why not go for a variance to fix 
the existing problem?
 
Toria: The city wants a long-term solution, not a band-aid (variance). Our lot doesn't fit into the 
current zoning. The new zoning would give more lenient setbacks. Right now, it’s 15ft for the 
side, and 10ft for the rear.
 
Tracy Witte: Which part of the house has the setback issue?
 
Toria: Our pool equipment is too close to the property line.
 
Rob Seidenberg (resident and developer of Swede Hill Row subdivision, where the applicants 
and their immediate neighbors reside): Are you seeking rezoning for the other properties in the 
subdivision?
 
Toria: No.
 
Rob: SHNA needs to contend with this issue, as part of its role. I don't want a brawl here, but 
we should deal with the problem that has not been dealt with yet. I don't want this opportunity to 
pass without mentioning it. I mean, there's 26 pages of documents about codes, emails to the 
city and between neighbors, and a city code enforcement officer sitting next to us in uniform, 
after all.
 
[Present at the meeting is City of Austin Code Enforcement Officer Moses Rodriguez is present 
at the request of Charlie and Paula Reckson and Steve to speak to the amount of code 
violations and parking violations in the alleyway easement at 1307 Waller.]



 
There has been a lot of contention over this property between you and the neighbors and I 
think we should talk about it. I also think the neighborhood association board should take a 
more active role in disagreements like this, providing mediation and more forums for discussing 
problems between property owners.
 
[More discussion, some of it missed here.]
 
Charlie Reckson (1309B Waller St, shares alleyway/driveway with 1307 Waller home): This 
whole thing evolved over parking. We live over the alleyway. When they (the Englishes) put in 
the pool, they removed one of their necessary parking spots (SF-3 requires 2 off-street parking 
spaces). They parked on the streets, no problem. But it created a problem, because how are 
they going to fix the parking? They wanted to put their parking in the alley easement, but it is 
not allowed. Toria knows that. They were stopped by the city from putting concrete on the side, 
so, they put parking in the front of the house in their front yard. No problem: now they have 
parking. So, what are they doing? They are parking in the alley right-of-way! Every day since 
Christmas, they have been parking in the right-of-way. The police are not going to tow until 
there is signage. Now, because they won't use their existing parking, or the street, the city is 
putting signs in. We don't want that.
 
They refused to talk to us about this problem. This is a lose-lose situation - they won't talk. 
One of the signs will be in Steve's front yard (Steven Macon, 1309A Waller, shares alleyway/
driveway with 1307 Waller home), and the other is in the alley right-of-way where they've been 
parking.
 
We don't want a parking lot back there. We have been unable to work with these people. They 
are in compliance with the parking requirements now, but won't even use it!
 
I have asked Suzanne McBee and her husband Barry (1303 Waller) to help as mediators 
between us and the Englishes. I asked her today so we'll see what happens.
 
Blake: You have been complaining since the pool went in. This is not just about the parking.
 
[1307 Waller owners, and 1309 Waller owners argue back and forth about personal emails sent 
to each, and phone calls to code compliance and the police over the parking space in the alley, 
and the pool equipment house.]
 
Toria: If we want to have a neighborhood meeting about parking in the alley easement, we can 
do that, but that is not why we're here today. To get back to the zoning case: We went to the city 
to get a permit for the pool, and they approved it, and I got a confirmation from the city that I had 
65% imp cover. Everything else came after their mistake. We're trying to fix their mistake.
 
Blake: The parking in front is adequate to qualify for two parking spaces.
 



Arthur Anton: Not only does the impervious cover increase with SF-4, but the amount of building 
is increased as well. So, what about getting the variance to avoid other Swede Hill residents 
from trying to get the increased zoning as well?
 
Rob: Everyone was told they could not park in the easement. We went over it, and we said "you 
can't park there, you can't park there," several times. Also, there is a specific impervious cover 
limit set for each lot, and it was set at the time of development. The city didn't look at the 
subdivision plans before approving the 65% on Toria's house. The impervious cover for each lot 
is based on our drainage study.
 
Rick (to Toria and Blake English): Are you doing a drainage study? I would be more supportive 
of your proposal. I have had a lot of bad experiences with drainage problems coming from other 
houses onto my property, so I'm familiar.
 
Toria: We would consider it.
 
Tracy (to Toria and Blake English): I have to be honest with you. I don't want someone next 
door to my property getting 65% impervious cover. My concern is, what's to prevent other 
property owners from coming to the neighborhood and saying "gimme, gimme?"
 
Steve Macon (to Toria and Blake English): I'm concerned about the combative refusal to share 
with your neighbors what you're planning. I have all the public records pertaining to this because 
you have refused to talk about it. I have to say, talking to us could have prevented a lot of these 
problems from happening.
 
Rick (to Toria and Blake English): It seems like a lot of this comes down to parking in the 
alleyway easement. Will you stop parking in the easement?
 
Blake: No.
 
Toria: No.
 
Sean Garretson (SHNA Vice President): No?
 
Toria (To Code Enforcement Officer Rodriguez): Is parking in the easement illegal?
 
Torres: The police will not tow you without signage. When the signs go up, you will be towed.
 
Kirsten Siegfried (SHNA board member): Are you seeking a letter of support from the SHNA? 
The bylaws are vague about how that would be written.
 
Rob: I believe you should give the neighborhood enough time for everyone to read about the 
issues prior to a vote.
 



Tracy: Should disseminate the information to all of the neighbors and not just those who are on 
the list. (Paper handout, house to house).
 
Sean: Any pros and cons list should be sent out by the other board members.
 
Charlie: I think we should have a list of pros and cons.
 
Sean: When is the planning commission meeting on your application?
 
Toria: We don't know yet, but it will be soon.
 
 
 
Agenda item #3
 
Updating the Bylaws
 
Kirsten: I need volunteers to help with this effort. I need a commitment of 4-6 hours over the 
next 3-6 months. I'm sending around a sign-up sheet.
 
Kris Bowen: Per the current bylaws, do any amendments to the bylaws need to be approved?
 
Kirsten: Yes, by a vote at the general meeting. We won't be ready for a vote for at least a half 
dozen neighborhood meetings.
 
Sean: Will you please gather feedback from us at meetings before the vote?
 
Kirsten: Yes, I will. One of the things I noticed that we don't have in our bylaws that other 
prominent neighborhoods have are: voting details, explanations, neighborhood boundaries, 
conflict of interest clauses, and voting rights.
 
Toria: What about criteria for agenda items?
 
Kris: And a definition section would be good.
 
 
 
Agenda item #4
 
Update on neighborhood parking issues
 
Sean: A group called the 12th st. Business Owners Association is literally a loose association of 
business owners in the neighborhood. Mostly comprised of African-American business owners. 
Rob and I joined the group years ago. Before we joined, they asked the city to look at the 



parking issues on East 12th, specifically the bike lanes that took up parking spaces.
 
Rob and I attended a meeting a few months ago, we had a discussion about what we wanted 
the city to look at for East 12th St.
 
[Some more discussion here about why this group exists, what it's purpose is, and if it is a viable 
group. Also, some discussion over Greg Smith's role as the city's representative performing the 
parking study.]
 
For this parking study, the city wanted to do a baseline analysis - entire African-American 
Cultural Heritage District (state designated), runs from East 7th to MLK, and I-35 to Airport 
Blvd. It's a big area. So, they did an analysis, and looked at on-street parking from 4-8pm, for 3-
4 days. Very low counts in our immediate area, 3-4 cars at a time, on two block length on our 
streets near Swede Hill. They did this study for the entire African-American Cultural Heritage 
District.
 
[Some discussion between Sean and Tracy regarding how many and which hours of the day the 
study took into account.]
 
Sean: Another meeting of the 12th St. Business Owners Association scheduled for next 
Tuesday. Someone from OCEAN should attend that meeting.
 
We're trying to understand the parking issues in our area - there are reductions in parking all 
over the area. I think the study is being performed to get a baseline now, and then see what's 
going to be added to that with developments that are coming.
 
Tracy: There are new parking reductions in the NCCD, and Greg Smith is proposing even more 
radical parking requirement reductions. So, what's to stop him from saying, no one is parking on 
this side street, let's count that towards this business' parking requirements.
 
[More discussion about where the list of parking issue requests handed out at our meeting came 
from - the 12th St. Business Association, or Greg Smith?]
 
Kris Bowen: Do we take this information to ANC East or the ANC body?
 
Rob: This doesn't seem to be a list associated with any particular group, so it's a little casual 
and ad hoc to give this to the city.
 
 
 
Agenda item #5
 
Update on December Urban Renewal Board meeting:
 



Sean: The December meeting was cancelled.
 
 
Update on December Austin Neighborhood Council meeting:
 
Kirsten: The December ANC meeting was cancelled.
 
 
Meeting ends at 8:30pm.
 
 
 



 

 

Shna meeting 
2/11/14 
 
Item 1 
 
Action Item: 1307 Waller zoning change 
 
Sean Garretson (Vice President SHNA Board) synopsizes the item for a vote: Applicant is 
seeking a rezoning of 1307 Waller from SF-3 to SF-4A. Vote is whether the neighborhood 
supports the zoning change. 
 
Toria English (SHNA Board President and Applicant): We went over our impervious cover limit, 
from 45% to about 60%. We thought we had small lot amnesty, We went to the City for the 
application for the pool installation. We verified the small lot amnesty lot with them. We also 

bricked the front to create another parking space that’s required. The City came out and said we 

are too large for small lot amnesty. We want a zoning change to SF4A from SF-3 to bring us 
into compliance with the City. 
 
We don't need neighborhood support, but I would like neighborhood support. I went around the 
neighborhood to answer questions, and I was able to garner support. 
 
[Introduces her attorney Jeffrey Howard of McLean and Howard Law to explain her application 
to the Planning Commission] 
 

Jeffrey Howard Applicant’s attorney): In 2001-2002 CEANP (Central East Austin Neighborhood 

Plan),  it goes back to that, gave infill options to promote infill and moderate density. There are 
two tools: small lot amnesty (for existing lots), and urban home special use (new lots). And SF-
4A is an infill option. In 2006, the property was subdivided, took two lots and turned it into four. 
That was done under the urban home tool that allows a small SF-3. All four lots are under 5,000 
sq ft. One lot is under 4,000 sq ft.  
 
Urban Home has a flaw. It allows for 65% imp cover but only if your lot is 4,000 sq ft or less, 
with no room on margins. It penalizes someone who has a lot that's over 4,000 sq ft. By having 
a slightly larger lot, you get so much less impervious cover - 45%.  
 
We have three options: 
1. Amend the code 

2. Ask for variance – usually granted based on hardships, steep slopes, unusual lot 

configuration, large tree. They don't grant zoning variances where a zoning change could 
be.  

3. Ask for a zoning change. SF-4A is appropriate here. It matches characteristics, and very few 
lots qualify for it in this neighborhood.  

 
[At this point, Sean Garretson reviews the meeting the SHNA board had to discuss this zoning 
change and reports to the members present that the board opposes the zoning change and is 

recommending a “no” vote.] 

 



 

 

Kirsten Siegfried (SHNA Board member): My concern is that Rob determined the impervious 
cover for each of those lots when they were developed and determined them based on a 
drainage study. Flooding is my main concern. 
 
Rob Seidenberg (SHNA member and developer of said subdivision): A specific number of 

impervious cover was allotted each lot. Another oversight by the City is that they didn’t check 

the subdivision files. On the actual subdivision, issues of water retention, and potential 
additional retention when the other lots behind were to be developed were taken into account. 
Those other lots are being developed right now.  
 
Jeffrey Howard: The impervious cover limits were based on the zoning. It was the development 
Detention Waiver - Rob got one based on zoning. If we can correct the zoning, we can correct 
the impervious cover issues, revise our plat - not to waive the detention, but to address it.  
 
Kirsten: How would you do that? 
 
Jeffrey Howard: We would go to an engineer and say here is where that runoff goes and is 
some kind of detention required or not?  
 
Sean Garretson: I think we have to go back to the issue of the zoning, though the impervious 
cover issue is important.  
 
Paula Reckson (SHNA member and property owner adjacent to Applicant): I'm one of the best 
people to speak to the impervious cover and drainage issues. We live downhill and next door to 
the Englishes. Rob (Seidenberg) did some work with us to help out our neighbors to the east. 
The Englishes constructed a French drain to the east into a pop-off drain to handle their runoff, 

and installed some concrete to stop the erosion in the back of their yard. So, there’s already a 

drainage problem that we’re all having to deal with. 

 

Sean Garretson: I spoke with Heather Chapman, the City’s case manager on this zoning case 

recently. This item will be presented March 6, before the Planning Commission. She doesn't 
know what the staff recommendation is going to be, and she also said she has some more 
questions. Specifically, she wants the documentation as to when applications were submitted 
for the pool and the driveway.  
 
Tracy Witte (SHNA member): That SF-4A zoning is not just for houses within that small crack 
that you're describing. I think it's a bad idea to set a precedent with this zoning change. 
 
Mr. McBee (SHNA member): What happens if nothing is approved? 
 
Jeffrey Howard: The city could start an enforcement action, assess fines, until -  I don't know - 
the impervious cover is removed.  
 
Suzanne McBee (SHNA member): So there's no consequences for the City.  
 
Paula Reckson: The pool company put the pool pump in the setback. 
 
Toria English: We're not talking about the setbacks 
 



 

 

Rob Seidenberg: What about financial hardship? 
 

Jeffrey Howard: No, that’s not a consideration. 

 
Charlie Reckson (SHNA member and property owner adjacent to Applicant): How did the city 
make this mistake? 
 
Jeffrey Howard: I don't know.  
 
Toria English: There were cement parking lines in our backyard, and the pool company 
removed it, but we didn't know a second parking space was a requirement (for our house).  
 
Rick McGee (SHNA member and property owner two houses downhill from Applicant): Has 
there been any action taken to address the question of drainage? 
 
Toria English: The city has reviewed it. They determined that there is no issue.  
 
[unidentified questioner]: How much impervious cover is on the property right now? 
 
Jeffrey Howard: I think we're certain that we're under 65% impervious cover.  
 
Kirsten Siegfried: I think this issue has taken up more than the time allotted and we need to 
bring it to a vote. 
 
Sean Garretson: I agree.  
 
[Arguments begin over the method of voting, specifically whether to count the letters Toria 
English wrote and showed neighbors, asking them to sign on as supporters. She asks the board 
to consider the letters to be absentee ballots. The SHNA Secretary Louisa Brinsmade notes 
they must be verified and that the method of gathering them is questionable considering they 
were gathered by the applicant, are not in ballot form, and are letters that appear to give SHNA 
Board support to the zoning. Sean Garretson, Kirsten Siegfried note that the Board 
disseminated notices that the Board opposes the zoning change around the same time that Ms. 
English was disseminating letters that made it appear the SHNA Board approved the zoning 
change. Then begins a discussion over whether absentee voting is an acceptable Swede Hill 
neighborhood practice. Two instances where it has been used are recounted. Mike Tolleson 

(SHNA member) notes that a “voice vote” is the neighborhood standard and tradition. Mr. 

Tolleson then calls for a voice vote of just those present at the meeting. Ms. English opposes 
that method and asks for her signed letters to be counted. She also asks that we vote by ballot 
so that she may have a record of the vote. Arguments continue until Sean Garretson announces 

that he doesn’t believe we will be able to vote on this action item at this meeting, rather the 

Board should postpone the vote until March 4. In the meantime, the SHNA Board will discuss 
the issue of voting methods, make a decision before the March meeting and notify the 
neighbors when that decision is made.] 
 
Agenda Item #2  
 
Pending sales of lots on East 12th ST. to Butler Equity Holdings Ltd for construction of five-story 
vertical mixed use buildings - Austin Stowell. 



 

 

 

Kirsten: Austin can’t make it, but I can describe what happened at the URB (Urban Renewal 

Board). The first lot (Tract 3) is 1120 East 12th. The URB is recommending that the city sell the 
lot to Butler Equity Holdings. The second lot is on East 12th and Angelina (Tract 5). Same thing 

– the URB is recommending selling to Butler Equity Holdings. Both site plans for both lots call 

for a 5-story mixed use building - 48 apt units on Angelina and East 12th, and 36 on Navasota 
and East 12th. Austin Stowell told me he is planning to market those apartments to medical 
students.  
 
There were two bids for Tract 3, and three bids for Tract 5. The URB chose Butler for both of 
those lots, and is recommending the City Council approve sale of these lots to Butler at this 

Thursday’s City Council meeting. [The City Council postponed their vote on the sale of the lots 

until Thursday February 27.] 
 
Rob Seidenberg (SHNA member and Bidder on Tract 5): At the risk of sounding like a 
disgruntled loser, the NCCD allows for a 40% reduction in required parking. Which means they 
will be providing 40% less parking than they might need.  
 
Arthur Anton (SHNA member): Retail and residential require a certain amount of reduction. So 
the NCCD allows for a 20% parking reduction.  
 
Rob Seidenberg: Parking is expensive - sometimes a lot more is made than needed. I do want 
to point this out - this bid is based on a 40% reduction in parking, not 20% as in city code.  
 
MIchael Young: Those parking space numbers are also based on the number of parking spaces 
in the street, in the neighborhoods behind a development. This development will get to claim 
those as part of their spaces, as will several other developers - claiming the same spots several 
times over several developments. 
 
Kirsten Siegfried: The ingress and egress is on Navasota and Angelina, in our neighborhood, 
not on East 12th. 
 
[unidentified questioner]: Is this a done deal? 
 
Sean Garretson [SHNA Board Vice President and Bidder on Tract 5 with Rob Seidenberg]: It is 
not, in fact. Staff is not entirely happy with this plan.  
 
Kirsten Siegfried: These are 60-foot buildings with 10 ft. setback. This is very close to our 
single-family homes.  
 
Sean Garretson: Neighborhood is interested in owner-occupied buildings, but they did not 
submit that - they submitted them for rental.  
 
Tracy Witte: Eureka Holdings - is proposing a much smaller development.  
 
[Argument ensues between Sean Garretson and Tracy Witte over describing the bid from 
Eureka Holdings to the gathered members. Discussion ends with recommendation from several 
SHNA Board Members that we gather for a meeting to discuss next steps on this item.] 
 



 

 

 
 
3. Hotel/Restaurant/Bakery on East 12th (10 minutes) Danika Boyle 
 
Danika Boyle: We are wrapping up Phase 1 of fundraising, and getting to permitting stage. We 
were wanting to raise the money first, but investors starting asking use to start the permitting 
process. Hopefully we'll begin February/March, and break ground in January/February 2015.  
 

We're pretty far along. It’s designed “exteriorally”, but not the interior. This is a really important 

project to me: this is a purpose-build. I've always wanted to design a boutique hotel, gardens, 
subtleties, with quietude, a chateau-model.  
 
The learning curve is quite steep, but the industry has seen my deck, and major hoteliers are 
liking the model.  
  

We’re working on a cross-shaped design – “Mies van der Rohe” style - light in certain places. 

We didn't want a wall facing 12th. We wanted extensive grounds and gardens.  
 
With management, it's been about finding the right partner. We're excited, and selective about 
who takes over control of that.  
 

Bakery and retail front would be on Olander. The NCCD doesn’t allow entrances on East 12th. 

So, it's on Olander. We’re going to rent off-lot parking. 

 

During development, we’ll put in a pop-up bakery on Olander side. It would not be a hard 

structure. We want to hear from you all - about what you want in our bakery, etc.. [Danika has 
bakery concept pictures.] 
 
It will be 18 months from now when we would start. We can distribute the list of items we would 

offer in the bakery pod, with a manicured lawn, chairs, a walk-up counter. We’ll come up with 

our top 10 hot items for the menu in the next 3-4 months.  
 
Sean Garretson: Temporary pod? 
 
Danika Boyle; No food park, just one pop-up bakery.  
 
Sean: What about the height of your hotel? 
 
Danika Boyle: We can go up to 60 feet, but we're only at 50 feet, because, in part, we want 
gardens. We have a 16 foot differential at East 12th, so that will provide the plinth, if you will. 
Will Schnier is our engineer. 
 

We would like to have an art exhibit space and salon that’s open to the public. Next to that 

would be the motor court and lobby. The first floor starts at the alley (off Olander), and about 20 

ft from the back are the gardens. We’re about 180 feet wide, so at 60 ft in would be the terrace, 

with three rooftop cabins tucked in the middle at the highest point, and rooftop gardens as well. 
Looking at event space also, but only small events, and no live music.  



 

 

 

We’ll have 60 rooms. That will maximize our ability to have a return as well a return on the 

programs we want to provide.  
 
Danika Boyle: We want special event permitting only for parking. We're sensitive to the 

neighborhood - we'll take care of the people around us. We’ll have 64 parking spaces, minus 

the 20% reduction allowed under the NCCD, and for the overflow we’re doing valet parking at 

off-site location.  
 
My goal is to have guests approach the property and park their car, or have their car parked for 
them by the valet.  
 

We’ll have a site development plan by April. We're in the design stage of that.  

 

We're not dev it to the maximum use. We could have 5-6 stories, but we don’t want that.  

 
Sean Garretson: Will you please send the bakery concept pictures and information to Kirsten? 
 
Danika Boyle: I will.  
 
 
Item #3 
Purple Martin birdhouse proposal for Swede Hill Park by Joanna Vaughn 
 
Joanna Vaughn:  
There is a class on purple martin houses on February 15, if anyone wants to go.  
 
According to the bylaws, we will have to have a vote on anything more expensive than $200, so 

we'll have to vote next month, but we've probably missed the scouts. [Purple Martins send out “

scouts” for nesting areas in the weeks prior to the onset of spring weather.] 

 
We do have a year before they come again. Martins like open space - there has to be 25 feet of 
open space around their houses.  
 
We will meet with whomever is interested to discover what to recommend to SHNA next month. 
 
 
Agenda Item #4 
Code Next Community Character Update by Kris Bowen 
 

Kris Bowen: I'm glad we had so many people here tonight. It’s a good cross-cut of people who 

are building, residents who've lived here a long time, etc.  
 
Code Next Community Character is concerned with parking, setbacks and density. Those are 
the three main things they're going to look at and make decisions on what the neighbors want. 
They will put that into a report that goes to CODE Next, and then goes as a recommendation to 
City Council.  



 

 

 
Sean Garretson: CODE Next modifies our current code to codify new city plan.  
 
Kris Bowen: CODE Next is interested in hearing from the neighborhood. So, they are engaging 
the neighborhood by putting up a DIY neighborhood mapping kit. Not limited to neighborhood 
associations, but it's something relevant for all the new development coming up. If the board 
deems it necessary to do a DIY kit, or a committee that would be engaged towards doing a DIY 
kit, then that could be used by CODE Next to represent our neighborhood and what we want to 
see in terms of code and development. 
 
CODE Next is the entity that is responsible for gathering neighborhood input. Ultimately East 
12th Street is a blank slate. It shouldn't be just single-family home owners; it should be like the 
meeting tonight, a cross-cut of people who are excited about what's happening.  
 
Sean Garretson: The timeline is that it could take two years to gather all this information. The 
City Council will vote on this. This is your opportunity to get your input in.  
 

Kris Bowen: Saturday February 15th is the cut off date to sign up for optional training. I’m not 

sure if that's our last opportunity to participate in the CODE Next project.  
 
Kirsten Siegfried: I've gone to a few CODE Next meetings. It is supposed to be a rewriting of all 

development code to make it simpler to everyone – residents and developers.  

 
Our neighborhood is a poster-child for the overlays of development code, causing all kinds of 
confusion.  
 
 
 
8:30pm [End of Meeting]  



SHNA Meeting minutes
March 4 2014
 
Meeting begins 7pm
Sean Garretson, SHNA Vice President presiding
 
A. Approval of February SHNA meeting minutes
Charlie Reckson: Motion to pass
Paula Reckson: Seconds motion
Motion passed.
 
Announcement regarding Swede Hill Park as a “pets on-leash” park
Notable comment from Sean: There's perhaps a movement to have an off leash park in Swede 
Hill.
 
Agenda Item #1:
Update on the Dell Medical School construction by Jim Walker, Director of Sustainability for the 
University of Texas
Phone: 512-475-6549
Website: uttexas.edu/operations/construction, click on Dell Medical School to see the most 
current information.
 
Jim Walker:
 
We were here several months ago. I'm a sort of neighborhood liaison - I'd like to come every 
few months, or every month to give you all an update.
 
In early Feb, UT accepted the vision and the price range for the buildings. That was the last 
hurdle to moving forward. Now, we’ll be moving fast to open Winter 2017. The first activity you 
will see will be March 24 with the Red River realignment. We're straightening out Red River.
 
We will straighten Red River all the way out by 2019. Red River will be closing for several 
months beginning soon, and then reopen by the new year in 2015.
 
In April, you will see major site work. We will be relocating trees along the creek. Some heritage 
trees are not viable to move, so there will be trees lost. (Check the UT website for more 
information on the trees along the creek.)
 
In June, the tennis courts will go out along Trinity. Then, there will be major construction zone 
until 2016 or 2017.
 
Aundre Dukes is responsible for making sure that all parking for crews is in UT garages. We do 
not expect to see crews parking outside the garages.
 

http://uttexas.edu/operations/construction
http://uttexas.edu/operations/construction


Our main contractors will be required to tell their subs where to park. They are not allowed 
to park in your neighborhood. Look for cars parking here, and people hopping in a truck and 
driving back across the highway.
 
 
 
The Erwin center will come down. I don't know when. That will be Phase Three of the 
construction of the medical school. We're currently in Phase One. We've known it had to come 
down; it's 40 yrs old, and it costs too much to maintain. But, there's not another place to play UT 
basketball - so it will be a while before it comes down. It could be 6-12 years. It will come down 
when UT Athletics has a new place to play basketball.
 
Sean: By the way, I heard there will be a major league soccer stadium near Disch Faulk field.
 
Jim: That's the first I've heard of that. That's LOT 104. There’s another major structure garage 
on the horizon for construction and that's one of the primary spots.
 
So, keep your ears to the ground. I don't work in Athletics, but the first flag for knowing when the 
Erwin Center is coming down will be when Athletics announces that they have a new place to 
play basketball.
 
On our construction projects and parking in the neighborhoods, we had a pilot project in 
Blackshear. APD gave out 30 parking tickets, for parking too close to intersections and other 
violations, and that was very successful there. We're thinking of extending that to Swede Hill for 
UIL.
 
We realize it’s going to be a major traffic problem on Red River for a while. Red River will be 
closed from March/April to the end of this year. The reason for that is that we're putting in a ton 
of utilities, and upgrading utilities at 15th Street. We’ll be taking up the northernmost lane for 
much of the time. And moving some of the trees. Also, there will be something closing all of 15th 
for an extended period of time.
 
Rob: The northern most lane is a major arterial for those exiting I-35.
 
Jim: Yes, but construction equipment needs to exit from the site into that lane, so that adds 
some hassle. We’re also working with the Erwin Center on how people can continue to use 
the Center during this construction. We have tons of traffic, pedestrians, and ADA compliance 
issues.
 
Louisa Brinsmade: Is there any talk of providing housing for your medical students?
 
Jim: No. We're launching a new housing study to see what the university's direction should 
be for housing students. We’re looking at West Campus, and at what our moral and ethical 
responsibilities are for undergraduate students. We don’t have any graduate or medical 



residence housing.
 
People at the Blacklands Neighborhood Association brought that up – the issue of medical 
resident and faculty housing.
 
The new Dean of the medical school will lead the effort on that, and we don’t know yet whether 
he will take that on, or what direction he will want to move in.
 
Question: What about protecting or improving Waller Creek?
 
Jim: As for Waller Creek, we’re going to be in the creek replacing the bridges and working on it. 
It will be a large construction zone. What it looks like now is not what it's going to look like in the 
end. We're going to restore the creek, doing “green” landscaping to restore Waller Creek to a 
good eco-system state.
 
Question: What about the historic buildings at 19th Street?
 
Jim: All the historic buildings there will stay.
 
Question: What about the height of the new hospital and the view of the capitol building?
 
Jim: The hospital will get taller in the future. The old hospital is owned and run by Central 
Health. They've started their strategic plan about what will happen to it. I don't know what that is 
yet.
 
 
 
Item #2:
Update on the City Council approval of the sale of Tracts 3 and 5 to Butler Equity by Louisa 
Brinsmade and Hunt Andre
 
No notes here since the SHNA Secretary, Louisa Brinsmade, was giving the presentation.
 
Important Note: The URB may be finalizing the sale contract with Butler Equity at their meeting 
on March 24.
 
 
 
Item #3:
CODE Next update by Kris Bowen
 
Kris: This is the second time I've brought this to the neighborhood meeting. We'll be able to 
directly send our comments, pictures, and maps, to the CODE Next team, who will alter the 
city’s Land Development Code throughout the City of Austin. I went to the Community Character 



in a Box workshop. They gave us the neighborhood’s DIY box, and put it into three different 
steps:
 
Step One: We were given a large map - we are to put colored dots on it to signify strengths, 
weaknesses and opportunities in Swede Hill. We can also marks things outside of our 
neighborhood on this map. Then, we turn that map in to the CODE Next team.
 
Step Two: We get groups of 3-4 neighbors together to take photos of interesting locations in our 
neighborhood. Using a Smart Phone, activate your location service for your photos and take 
pictures. When you upload those photos to the CODE Next email address, your photos and 
where you took them will be sent to them.
 
Step Three: We are to send our comments from groups and individuals on the CODE Next 
Comments form. We will put our names and addresses and contact information on those forms, 
and submit it to make sure our data is taken in by the CODE next team.
 
Due date: April 27, photos, maps, and comments are due before that date. Let’s break off after 
this meeting, and compile all the information I’ve gotten, and I’ll answer questions.
 
The photos can be pictures of homes from a lawful viewpoint, structures and businesses that 
identify your neighborhood. Take pictures of streetscapes and sidewalks - our neighborhood 
has a big opportunity to have a voice on that aspect. For instance, the power lines on East 11th 
and East 12th Street prevent us from becoming a walking corridor. If we can signal to them that 
burying these power lines are a huge priority for us, that would be good for the neighborhood.
 
 
Item #4: Action item on rezoning case at 1307 Waller St.
 
Toria English (Applicant): In January I requested a letter of support from the neighborhood 
for our rezoning application from SF-3 to SF4a which would increase our impervious cover 
limits from 45% to 65%. The (SHNA) Board has expressed their opposition for the reason of 
setting a precedent. My lawyer expressed that another owner would have to go through another 
application.
 
I want to apologize that my gathering letters of support prompted my Board members to cancel 
the absentee ballot for this vote. And that's something we should discuss at another general 
meeting. That was a negative externality that happened.
 
Sean: The bylaws committee will definitely address the voting issue.
 
(Sean calls for a voice vote)
Vote Count
Ayes (to support): 4
Nays (not to support): 24



The SHNA Members vote not to support the zoning change.
 
 
 



Emails from SHNA Board 
Member Casting Absentee 

Votes and Accepting Absentee 
Votes from other Neighbors 



From: Louisa Brinsmade <lcb@grandetx.com> 

Date: July 1, 2013 12:43:59 PM CDT 

To: Toria & Blake English <Tjenglish@gmail.com> 

Subject: Fwd: Re: Question 

 

Hey Toria: 

 

Here is an email from Betsy Christian, owner of 1002 East 15th st. She would like to record a 

"yea" vote for the variance proposed for 1003 (1005?) East 15th St. for the granny flat John 

wants to build. 

 

I will not be able to attend the meeting, as you know. Please record my "yea" vote as well. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Louisa 

From: Betsy Christian <betsy@thechristianco.com> 

Date: July 1, 2013 10:33:49 AM CDT 

To: Louisa Brinsmade <lcb@grandetx.com> 

Subject: Re: Question 

 

 

Ah, just figured out which house this is. I thought it was the giant tall house three houses down 

on the north side. Now I see on Google maps which house it is. That sounds fine to me.  Can I 

give you my proxie to vote in favor of the variance? 

 

Hope to see you soon! 

 

Betsy 

On Jul 1, 2013, at 10:24 AM, Louisa Brinsmade <lcb@grandetx.com> wrote: 

 

 

Hi Betsy! 

 

Yes, that is the house across the street from yours, left of the garage apt. That's John Goldstone's 

house. He wants to build a granny flat to rent out, or to inhabit when he's in town. He is an 

attorney, and he travels all over, then comes back to Austin and couch-surfs, essentially. I 

suspect he would like to be able to have a regular place to be. 

 

John is a conscientious guy, has not built a McMansion on that lot, rather, he renovated the 

existing property. I am in favor of this variance because it's in line with my approval of a 

"compact city" plan for downtown Austin. I love the idea of granny flats, in general, to provide 

more, affordable downtown rental property for young people. 
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However... If you do not approve of such things, and feel that a smaller setback, or granny flat, 

erodes our single family home neighborhood, you can object at the neighborhood meeting, or 

even at the city level. 

 

I will not be able to attend this month's meeting as we are leaving town, so let me know how it 

goes. 

 

All my best, 

Louisa 

 

Quoting Betsy Christian <betsy@thechristianco.com>: 

 

Hi, Louisa (and Bill if I could find email), 

 

I see on the Swede Hill agenda that there is a zoning variance request. Is that for the giant house 

on our side of the street?  Do you know any details?  What's your position? 

 

Best, 

 

Betsy 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Swede Hill <swedehillna@gmail.com> 

Subject: Agenda for SHNA 7/2 Meeting 

Date: June 30, 2013 3:01:31 PM CDT 

To: Swede Hill <swedehillna@gmail.com> 

Bcc: betsy@thechristianco.com 

 

Hello neighbors, 

 

Please find attached the agenda for the upcoming Swede Hill Neighborhood Association 

meeting.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday July 2nd at 7pm in the Carver Library, Room 2. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Toria 

 

 

 

AGENDA 7/2 

1. Neighborhood meeting signs- Gretchen Janzow will propose design, purchase and 

posting of signs, which will notify residents of SHNA's meetings. (10 min) 

 

2. 1005 E. 15th Street variance- John Goldstone is requesting a variance from rear setback 

to be reduced from 10 feet to 5 feet. He plans to build an ~1100 sq. ft. apartment. (10 min) 

mailto:betsy@thechristianco.com
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3. SHNA Board nominations- Nominations of potential board members to serve for a one 

year term, to be voted upon in August.  No prior experience necessary! (10 min) 

 

4. Update on recent URB, OCEAN and ANC activities. (5 min) 

 

5. Parking and Circulation Task Force update- Recommendations include: 

a. do not pursue the parking benefit district or the residential parking permit, at this time 

b. focus on the Event Parking and pursue discussions with the city to obtain "No special 

event" parking regions 

c. invite decision-makers/community relations directors from UT and Central Health to 

discuss our concerns about construction workers parking and ultimately create binding 

documents that details UT's plans for parking during construction; pursue UT potentially paying 

for signage or sidewalk painting that is aesthetically pleasing 

d. attempt to get a seat at the table during discussions with UT regarding their overall 

master plan and the Med School planning efforts 

e. discuss OCEAN's Capital Improvement Program (CIP) related to safety concerns with 

traffic calming and sidewalks. 

f. focus on the following regions: E 14th and E 13th from I-35 to Navasota, and then from 

Navasota to Comal; and intersection of 14th and Waller and the corridor from Denny's up 

Navasota to E 12th. (30 min) 

 



From: "Andrew Roberts" <abroberts@netzero.com> 

Date: January 15, 2014 7:36:29 PM CST 

To: "'Louisa Brinsmade'" <lcb@grandetx.com> 

Cc: "'Toria English'" <tjenglish@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: absentee voting 

 

Thanks Lousia! 

 

Andrew 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Louisa Brinsmade [mailto:lcb@grandetx.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 5:18 PM 

To: abroberts@netzero.com 

Cc: Toria English 

Subject: RE: absentee voting 

 

Hi Andrew: 

 

Long time no see! I hope you guys are well and happy... 

 

Please feel free to do either of these two: 

 

1. Send your vote preference on paper with a proxy neighborhood resident who 

is going to the February 11th meeting, signed, with your address and contact 

info on it. 

 

2. Or, you may deliver your paper vote to my house at 1000 East 15th Street 

(corner of Waller), signed, with your address, etc., and I will bring it to 

the meeting and drop it in the ballot box for you. 

 

Let me know if you have any questions, or concerns! 

 

All my best, 

Louisa C. Brinsmade 

512-350-9501 

lcb@grandetx.com 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Budget.com: Official Site 

Rent A Car With Budget & Get Our Signature where2 GPS. Rent Today! 

http://thirdpartyoffers.netzero.net/TGL3265/52d71ba1ee0cc1ba1144fmp03duc 
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City of Austin Permitted Uses 
Table showing SF-3 Less 
Restrictive than SF-4A 

  





Land Development Code 
Provisions Governing Urban 

Home Special Use 
  







Code Compliance Complaints 
reports showing No Violations 
  



 

Page 1 of 2 

City of Austin 
Code Compliance Department 

Summary of Complaint CC-2013-028044 

 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 
 

 

Case Status: Closed 
 

Address: 1307 WALLER ST 78702   
 

Legal Description: LOT 4 LIMERICK JOSEPH SUBD OLT 41 DIV B RSB LT 50 & PT 49 
 

Property Owner(s):  
Blake T and Toria J English - Owner 

1307 Waller Street  

Austin, Texas 78702-1050 

 

Complaint Date: March 21, 2013 
 

Complaint: work without a permit 
 

Complainant: Assigned Investigator 
 

 

INSPECTION INFORMATION 
 

Investigator Assignment(s) 
 

Alicia Tovar assigned on March 21, 2013  
 

Case Log 
DATE STAFF NAME ACTION TAKEN 
COMMENT 
 

03/20/2013 Alicia Tovar Inspection Performed 

Made initial inspection with Officer W. Torres. APD received a complaint regarding work without permits on the 

possible creation of a driveway next to the Alley(ROW). 

 

There were workers on site preparing the ground for the pouring of cement. They stated that the owner had the 

permits to do the work. 

Spoke to the owner, Toria Englishe, she stated that she received a clearance from Amber Mitchell, COA DAC 

Rep. stating that she can landscape her own yard.  

 

Photos taken.  

 

 

03/21/2013 Alicia Tovar No Violation(s) Found/ Insp 

Placed DAC information in documents. Closed file. 

 
 

VIOLATIONS 
 

Land Use 
 

Structure Maintenance 
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NOTICES 
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City of Austin 
Code Compliance Department 

Summary of Complaint CC-2013-062414 

 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 
 

 

Case Status: Closed 
 

Address: 1307 WALLER ST 78702   
 

Legal Description: LOT 4 LIMERICK JOSEPH SUBD OLT 41 DIV B RSB LT 50 & PT 49 
 

Property Owner(s):  
Blake T and Toria J English - Owner 

1307 Waller Street  

Austin, Texas 78702-1050 

 

Complaint Date: June 14, 2013 
 

Complaint: pouring concrete in the entire front lawn and the side of the house.   

The permit that the caller saw only includes the front not the side.  caller also stated this is the city ROW it's an 

alley. 
 

Complainant: Anonymous 
 

 

INSPECTION INFORMATION 
 

Investigator Assignment(s) 
 

Edgar Hinojosa assigned on June 14, 2013  
 

Case Log 
DATE STAFF NAME ACTION TAKEN 
COMMENT 
 

06/19/2013 Edgar Hinojosa Inspection Performed 

On 6/19/2013 (2:15 PM) visited site, observed foundation layout for flat concrete work. Permit 2013 - 054838 DS 

currently active. No inspection have been approved, but are required as part of the permit. 

Complaint came in as anonymous. Photos taken. 

 

06/21/2013 Edgar Hinojosa No Violation(s) Found/ Insp 

  

 
 

VIOLATIONS 
 

Land Use 
 

Structure Maintenance 
  
 

NOTICES 
 

 

 



Emails with Adjacent 
Neighbors regarding one 

Neighbor’s Attempt to Block 
Alley Access with Fence 
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Letter and Photos regarding 
Parking Areas on Adjacent 

Property 
  



THE GOTTFRIED FIRM 
  A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
 

WEST SIXTH PLACE 
 1505 WEST SIXTH STREET 
 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703 
 
    PHONE            FAX 
512-494-1481       512-472-4013 

       david@davidgottfriedlaw.com 
 
June 2, 2014 
  
Officer William Torres  2287 
Austin Police Department 
Region 3 District Representatives 
  

Re: Parking Dispute Regarding Blake and Toria English 
 
Dear Officer Torres: 
 

Thank you for your time last week.  The purpose of this letter is to provide you with 
some additional information and photographs that might be helpful to you as determine the 
necessary signage for the Waller street alleyway between 13th and 14th streets. 

 
The first photograph below reflects the portion of the Right of Way at issue relating to 

my clients, Toria and Blake English, who reside at 1307 Waller Street in the City of Austin.   As 
shown in this photograph, the complaining neighbor’s vehicle is parked in the Right of Way 
which extends about 5 feet on either side of the improved/paved alleyway.  The second 
photograph shows my clients’ car parked along their property line without obstructing any part 
of the alleyway.  My clients parking of their vehicle on their side yard does not impede any use 
of the improved/paved alleyway due to the vehicle’s placement between a telephone pole, and an 
inclined driveway approach, both of which cause a narrowing of the width of the usable Right of 
Way.  This narrowing of the usable Right of Way space holds true for the entire length of the 
Right of Way space adjacent to their property due to the placement of a second telephone pole at 
the property’s east end. This fact is evidenced in the first photograph below.   

 
The third and fourth photographs show boulders and landscaping which have been 

installed by the complaining neighbors and are in the Right of Way. The placement of these 
boulders impedes my clients’ ability to back out of their garage by blocking a previously 
accessible portion of the Right of Way and would impede the ability of large vehicles to use this 
portion of the Right of Way.   

 
As shown in the first and fifth photographs, the complaining neighbors park their vehicles 

at the very end of their driveways and in the Right of Way space, on their side of the 
improved/paved alleyway, which prohibits my client egress from their garage (placement of the 
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boulders in the Right of Way require my client to utilize the complaining neighbors’ driveway to 
exit their garage and the alleyway).  
   

It is our hope and expectation that the City of Austin and the Austin Police Department 
are not going to succumb to the incessant complaining of these neighbors over an issue that is 
not a matter of the public’s safety, the public’s access to City of Austin property, nor infringes 
upon the fair use of the complainants’ properties; specifically when these same neighbors are 
purposefully and frequently restricting my clients’ fair use of their property.  However, if the 
City of Austin and the Austin Police Department want to install additional unnecessary signage 
along a residential alleyway for the sole purpose of ticketing and towing vehicles belonging to 
property adjacent homeowners, we respectfully request that it do so equitably and in a non-
discriminatory manner, without regard to the level of badgering by the complainant.   
 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.   
 
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
 

David M. Gottfried 
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