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Integrate Nature and City

into 
Compact and Connected 

 



Imagine Austin’s Promise
Integrate green infrastructure elements such as the urban 
forest, gardens, green buildings, stormwater treatment, 
and infiltration facilities and green streets into the urban 
design of the city through “green” development practices 
and regulations. LUT P34



Austin’s Environmental Legacy



Austin’s Environmental Legacy



Compact and Connected: Manhattan
Vision for Integrating Nature into the City  



Compact and Connected: Austin
Early Attempts at Integrating Nature into the City 



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Loss of 
Tree Canopy



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Urban 
Heat Island



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Pollution



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Drought



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Urban 
Runoff



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Flooding



Concerns for Austin’s Future: Climate 
Change Projections



Solutions: Landscape Urbanism



Green Code: Seattle Green Factor



Green Code: Seattle Green Factor



Results: Balanced Built Form
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Recommendation: Adopt an Ecological 
Systems Based Approach to CodeNEXT

● Place the same importance on Nature and City as on 
Compact and Connected as in Imagine Austin

● Infuse the new code with sustainable development as 
in other precedent “Green Codes” 

● Drill down into the new code with green elements - from 
zoning regulations, to environmental criteria, to design 
guidelines 
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Alex Ramirez, Design Workshop
Roberto Garcia, Garcia Design
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ASLA Contact: 
Eleanor McKinney, Chair ASLA Austin, CodeNEXT Committee
ehmla@swbell.net
Alisa West, Secretary ASLA Austin Section
AustinTXASLA@texasasla.com 

Link to ASLA’s CodeNEXT Issue Paper
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/viewpoints 
under Submittals, ASLA 
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