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PROPOSAL

Construct a second-floor attic addition.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The applicant proposes the construction of a second-story addition to the house, which will
consist of converting the hipped roof to a gabled roof with dormers on the front and rear for
additional space. The proposed addition will be side-gabled, with a gabled front dormer on
the front that expands the existing ornamental front dormer and a shed dormer with glass.
The sides of the proposed addition will have dark siding and large expanses of glass.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The house is contributing to the Hyde Park Local Historic District.
The Hyde Park Local Historic District Design Standards state:

1.2:  Respect the historic style of existing structures and retain their historic features,
including character-defining elements and building scale.

3.1:  Retain the historic facade of a house in terms of door and window placement and
exterior wall materials. Repair damaged or deteriorated exterior wall materials where
reasonably possible. If replacement of exterior wall materials is necessary, choose a
material identical in size, profile, and appearance as the historic material.

3.5:  Retain the original roof pitches and profiles on the building. Avoid changes to roofs
on the front of the building. Avoid adding to the eave height or of original roofs, especially
at the front of the structure. Retain historic dormers. In replacing roof materials consider
first the use of the original material, then the use of a product that resembles the original
materials, such as a fiberglass or other energy-efficient shingle. Metal roofs are also
acceptable. Do not use shaped, scalloped, or diamond shingles unless they were original to
the building. Preserve original gable-attic vents and roof brackets.

4.1:  Construct additions so as to require the removal or modification of a minimum of
historic fabric. Do not construct additions which will require the removal of any portion of
the front facade. Design additions to existing residential buildings to reflect the form and
style of the existing house.

4.2:  Locate new additions and alterations to the rear or rear side of the building so that
they will be less visible from the street.

4.3: Make the pitch and height of the roof of the addition compatible to that of the
existing house. Make windows visible from the street on any addition compatible with
those on the existing house in terms of sash configuration, proportion, spacing and
placement.

Use exterior siding materials on the addition which match or are compatible with that of
the existing house.
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4.4:  Design additions to have the same floor-to-ceiling height as the existing house.
Locate second-story additions at least 15 feet back from the front house wall.  Design
additions so that they do not overwhelm the original building. Do not raise a first story to
become a second story.

STAFF EVALUATION

The proposed project complies with all the applicable Hyde Park Design Standards except
that relating to changing the roof form. However, the applicant has stated that their best
solution for opening up more space in the house is to go up, rather than to the rear of the
house, and the proposed addition is well-designed, compatible with the style and massing of
the house, and compatible with the character of the district. The addition is set back from
the front of the house, and because it is side-gabled, does not overwhelm the existing house.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee recommends approval of the project as proposed.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve as proposed.
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