PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 20140707-03B
July 7, 2014

Subject: Hydrology Report Recommendation

Recommendation

Based on the testimony of Dr. David Maidment of the University of Texas and the information
provided by City of Austin Public Safety Departments:

1) The Public Safety Commission recommends the hydrology report presentation offered by
Dr. Maidment be forwarded to the Austin City Council with the suggestion that the
Council examine the presentation and determine appropriate agencies, parties, partners,
etc. to share the presentation data with.

2) The Public Safety Commission endorses the submission of the Austin Halloween Flood
as a case study for the National Flood Simulation System and

3) The Commission endorses and urged the Council to encourage greater information
sharing through participation in the National Flood Simulation System

Vote

The resolution supporting the budget requests of the Austin Fire Department was approved
unanimously on Commissioner Ko’s motion and Commissioner Moreno’s second.

Absent: Vice Chairs Levy and Holt

Attest:
1

1ofl



Mayor and Members of City Council,

The attached presentation by Dr. David Maidment for the Austin Public Safety
Commission on the 2013 Halloween Onion Creek Flood provides an interesting and
informative examination of the hydrology of the flood. Much attention has been given to
the warning systems in place and the response of our emergency service departments to
the disasters. However, it is also important to consider long-term risk in the effort to
develop prevention initiatives. This presentation provides useful information on the
complexities and scale of last year’s flood and is a useful springboard for thinking about
future mitigation.

Following Dr. Maidment’s presentation on July 7, 2013, the Public Safety Commission
unanimously approved the following resolution made by Commissioner Ramey Ko:

Based on the testimony of Dr. David Maidment of the University of Texas and the
information provided by City of Austin Public Safety Departments:

1) The Public Safety Commission recommends the hydrology report presentation
offered by Dr. Maidment be forwarded to the Austin City Council with the
suggestion that the Council examine the presentation and determine appropriate
agencies, parties, partners, etc. to share the presentation data with.

2) The Public Safety Commission endorses the submission of the Austin Halloween
Flood as a case study for the National Flood Simulation System and

3) The Commission endorses and urged the Council to encourage greater
information sharing through participation in the National Flood Simulation
System

I believe you will find it worth your time to take a look at the presentation.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Cheers.

Dr. Kim Rossmo
Chair, Austin Public Safety Commission
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Land Cover in the Onion Creek Watershed
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