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National Institute of Government 
Purchasing Codes (NIGP)

• Codes used by the City of Austin’s Minority-Owned 
Business Enterprise (MBE) and Women-Owned Business 
Enterprise (WBE) Procurement Program for socially and 
economically disadvantaged business owners

• Codes are registered by vendor and certified by SMBR 
• Applicant must have experience in area of specialty to 

warrant certification of code(s)  
• Eligibility is determined by reviewing business documents 

per City Code 2-9(A-D)-15, Program Rules, and Small 
Business Administration’s (SBA) Business Size Standards



North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS)

• Coding system used by Department of Transportation 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program and by the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) for small business size 
standard determinations 

• Applicants experience is reviewed in areas of specialty to determine 
certification of code(s)

• Business documents are reviewed based on Federal Regulations 
(49 CFR Parts 23 & 26), and business size standards to determine 
certification eligibility
– Employee Quarterly Reports (average number of employees 

yearly)

• Link to website: 
– http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/sssd/naics/naicsrch
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DBE Certification   
• The City of Austin is one of six members of the Texas Unified 

Certification Program (TUCP). SMBR certifies qualified 
applicants in: 
– Bastrop, 
– Caldwell, 
– Hays, 
– Travis, and 
– Williamson counties 

• Once businesses are certified, staff adds them to the TUCP 
database  

• Firms participate in federally funded DBE projects throughout 
the state 
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ACDBE Certification   
• Airport Concession DBE Certification can be used for 

any Airport in Texas for opportunities including car rental 
contracts 

• 49 CFR Part 23 compliance guidelines    
• Only projects funded by Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA)
• The applicant firm must be capable of providing goods or 

services for concessions at Airports or the general public
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Staff Responsibilities
• Staff reviews scopes identified by applicant
• Tax return provides the information on firm’s primary 

industry  
• Description from NAICS database is used to match 

NIGP to NAICS 
• Highway codes are an extended description of 

construction related services
• Staff only lists highway codes if company has one of the 

following subsectors of NAICS:
– 236 Construction of Buildings
– 237 Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction 
– 238 Specialty Trade Contractors



Snapshot of TUCP 
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TUCP Work Areas & Highway Codes
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NIGP to NAICS - Example
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City of Austin
Construction 
Management

NIGP
95826

NAICS Codes for Construction Management

For example: In Construction Management there is one NIGP code but the 
NAICS shows many codes for the same scope of work.



10

Types of Codes & Certification

Type of Code Certification Organization

National Institute of Government 
Purchasing Codes (NIGP)

MBE/WBE
HUB

City of Austin &
State of Texas

North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) DBE/ACDBE

Department of
Transportation 

& SBA

The City has a Memorandum of Agreement with the State of Texas which 
enables staff to make recommendations for HUB certification. SMBR does not 
send any code information with the recommendation; therefore, vendors are 
responsible for registering their own codes.



Expansion of Services 
• City of Austin

– Vendor adds NIGP codes using Vendor Connection
– SMBR then receives an email advising of added 

codes
• DBE 

– Vendor contacts SMBR to request NAICS code 
addition or expansion of services

• In both processes, staff determines eligibility after review 
of resources on file to ascertain owners’ ability to control 
scopes of work 
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SMBR Certification Division
Phone: (512) 974-7645 Certification 

Fax: (512) 974-7609 Certification
Email us: dsmbrcertification@austintexas.gov

• Elton Price, Division Mgr. (512) 974-7725
• Deanna Brown (512) 974-7612
• Keisha Houston-McCutchin (512) 974-7738
• Ricky Allen                                (512) 974-7667
• JuaQuin Gonzalez (512) 974-7726
• Amy Amaya (512) 974-7645


