
DATE OF COUNCIL CONSIDERATION: 8/7/14
CONTACT DEPARTMENT(S): Economic Development
FUND: Special Revenue

CURRENT YEAR IMPACT:
2013-14  This 2013-14

Approved  Action Amended
Special Revenue Fund

0 256,500 256,500

Total 0 256,500 256,500

FTEs 0.00 0.00 0.00

FIVE-YEAR IMPACT:

FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

OPERATING BUDGET
FISCAL NOTE

Grant Period: 07/2014-12/2015
ArtPlace America Grant

SUBJECT: Approve an ordinance authorizing acceptance of $256,500 in grant funds from ArtPlace America,
approving ratification of execution of all grant documents accepting the funds, and amending the Fiscal Year 2013-
2014 Economic Development Department Operating Budget Special Revenue Fund (Ordinance 20130909-001) to
appropriate $256,500 to assist council district residents in identifying their community's cultural assets and to assist
artists to create artistic expressions of the district's character and diversity.

Total Revenue 256,500 0 0 0 0

Total Expenditures 256,500 0 0 0 0

Net Impact 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The project is a public-private partnership between the Cultural Arts 
Division and GO Collaborative with Public City, Fisterra Studio, and Austin Creative Alliance.  The project seeks to 
harness the power of arts and artists to directly engage the political transformations taking place in Austin as a 
result of the 10 newly-drawn council districts.  The project will assist district residents in identifying their 
community’s cultural assets and assist artists that will create artistic expressions of the district’s character and 
diversity.  The 10 artists (one per district) will then collaborate on a single artwork that expresses the collective 
understanding of Austin’s diverse communities.  The community engagement process is expected to last up to 12 
months, culminating in a public exhibition with project maps, single-district artworks, one collaborative artwork, 
and City of Austin GIS-based cultural asset maps.

The project expands upon the Cultural Arts Division’s current initiative to map Austin’s cultural assets, a project 
funded through the National Endowment for the Arts.  The process will produce a set of GIS maps organized by 
council district, a findings report developed with community input, and a set of cultural economic development 
strategies for each district.  Aligning with Imagine Austin, the Land Development Code Revision, and the City’s CIP 
Strategic Plan, the goal of this project is to better integrate creative economy strategies into City planning areas and 
initiatives.  

The City was awarded the grant on June 6, 2014 and was required to return the executed grant documents on June 
11, 2014, not allowing time for Council approval prior to execution.  Therefore, staff is also requesting ratification of 
the execution of the grant documents accepting the funds.


