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A City of Austin Service Department 

 
To:  Zero Waste Advisory Commission 
 
From:  Bob Gedert, Director 

Austin Resource Recovery Department 
 
Date:  August 13, 2014 
 
Subject: Director’s Report 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
Landfill Closure Update 
 
The City Environmental Inspector inspected the FM812 landfill and certified 95%+ vegetative 
cover. This is the final step toward final closure of the landfill cells. Two additional actions are 
required due to the permit modification to exclude the Austin [re]Manufacturing Hub site from 
the landfill closure site. As there will be full separation of the landfill from the industrial park, 
TCEQ requires the replacement of monitoring wells within 50 feet of the perimeter of the 
landfill site, and fence the landfill site from public access. TCEQ will perform the final closure 
inspection after these final actions take place.  After TCEQ certification of closure, the site will 
be in 30 year post closure care with ARR landfill staff performing the post closure care work.   
 
Composting Rebate/Voucher Program Update 

The composting rebate program was initiated on Earth Day 2010, and over the past 4 years we 
have educated over 8,000 Austinites on the benefits of composting and issued more than 
$200,000 in rebates. In September of 2013 staff performed a study of rebate participants and 
asked them to weigh their organic materials weekly.  On average a backyard composting 
household is diverting 5.4 lbs. of organics a week.  This means over the course of this program 
our participants have helped keep almost 750 tons of organic material out of landfills! 

This year we announce an expansion of this program to all Austin residents living in apartments 
and condos, who previously were not eligible, and now are able to take advantage of the rebate 
program. Another operational change related to the composting program is that City of Austin 
curbside customers are no longer required to have a specific trash cart size to participate in the 
rebate program, expanding the eligibility for the rebate to all ARR customers.  
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The new “Go Local Plan” allows residents to use a $75 coupon up front when they purchase a 
home composting system from six approved retail partners: Exaco Trading Co, The Great 
Outdoors, The Natural Gardener, TreeHouse, and Zinger Hardware. 

Residents who would like to choose a different retailer or shop online still have the opportunity 
to do so. The “Go Anywhere Plan” allows a resident to select their own retailer and receive a 
$75 rebate after purchasing a home composting system.  

To be eligible for a rebate, participants must be contributing to the Clean Community Fee on 
their monthly utility bills, required to take a free composting class offered by the City either in 
the community or online, and submit a rebate application form. 

 

Staff Hires and Promotion Updates 

New Employee Promotion & 
Transfers 

Notes: Title/ Division 

Zachry Enriquez  Austin Resource Recovery Operator Associate 

Joey Ramos  Austin Resource Recovery Operator Associate 

Carole Reynolds  Financial Specialist 

Regina Valencia  Administrative Specialist 

Julian Alonzo  MuniProg, Service/Maintenance (Temporary) 

Jared Davee  MuniProg, Service/Maintenance (Temporary) 

Israel Andrade  Austin Resource Recovery Operator Associate 

Matthew Diaz  Austin Resource Recovery Operator Associate 

Jalyne Williams  Austin Resource Recovery Operator Associate 

Jaime Martinez  Austin Resource Recovery Operator 

 Amy Slagle Assistant Division Manager 

 Luis Tejero Assistant Division Manager 

 Lionel Benford Assistant Division Manager 
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Positions Currently to be Filled 

Position 
# 

Open  Manager Posting Status 

Financial Specialist 1 Jessica Edwards Position to be posted 

Contract Compliance Specialist 1 Jessica Edwards Interviews scheduled 

Contract Development Analyst 1 Jessica Edwards Position posted 

Department Quality Analyst 1 Mike Turner Interviews scheduled 

Administrative Supervisor 1 Sam Angoori Position to be posted 

Planner Senior 1 Jessica King Interviews scheduled 

Public Information Specialist 
Senior 1 Jessica King Interviews scheduled 

Administrative Specialist 1 Jessica King Position to be posted 

Austin Resource Recovery Oper. 
Sr. 1 Ron Romero Position to be posted 

Assistant Division Manager 1 Donald Hardee Interviews scheduled 

ARR Supervisor 3 Ron Romero Position posted 

Vehicle Coordinator 1 Richard McHale Position posted 

ARR Associate - Carts 1 Richard McHale Position posted 

Austin Resource Recovery 
Operator 4 

Vidal 
Maldonado Screening applications 

Austin Resource Recovery 
Supervisor 1 Ron Romero Screening applications 

 
 
 



Page 4 of 8 
 

  



Page 5 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Page 6 of 8 
 

  



Page 7 of 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8 of 8 
 

 

 

 

 


