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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
AUGUST 25, 2014 
NRD-2014-0078 

1631 Palma Plaza 
Old West Austin 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1942 contributing house and construct a new house. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to demolish a ca. 1942 house that is contributing to the Historic 
District and to build a new house in its place.  The proposed new house will be a total of 
three stories, including the basement level.  The house will be brick on the Palma Plaza 
frontage, which will have a one-story appearance with a tall roof, a stucco section behind 
that and a wood-sided section behind that.  Both the stucco and wood-sided sections will be 
a full two stories.  There is also proposed a deck on the back of the house. 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 

The existing brick house was built in 1942 by Harvey Deen, who was an engineer with the 
State Highway Department from 1921 until his retirement in 1960.  After his death in 
1977, his widow, Allie, continued to live in the house until her death in 2005. 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District, which 
has no specific design guidelines for additions.  General design principles for historic 
districts encourage additions to the rear of the house with scale, massing, materials, and 
fenestration patterns complementing the house and other contributing houses within the 
district. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to September 22, 2014 to evaluate alternatives to demolition.  The house is 
contributing to the historic district, and is a classic example of Colonial Revival 
architecture, with a symmetrical façade, a highlighted central doorway, and 6:6 windows, 
and is compatible with the historic character of the street and district. 
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