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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2014-0011 HLC DATE:  August 25, 2014 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Gary Gustovich and Susan Barr, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Stacy-Tate House 
 
WATERSHED:  Blunn Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1705 Travis Heights Boulevard 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture, Historical Associations 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  South River City Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
The house is an excellent and intact, if relatively modest example of Spanish Colonial 
Revival architecture, which was very popular throughout much of the Southwest in the 
1920s and 1930s.  Austin has surprisingly few examples of this architectural style; much 
greater numbers are found in San Antonio, Dallas-Fort Worth, and El Paso in Texas; it was 
a very popular style in Arizona and California.  Spanish Colonial Revival was one of the 
period styles that became popular in the first decades of the 20th century, hearkening back 
to more traditional styles of the past.  Residential architecture in the United States had 
been dominated by the ornate Victorian-era styles of the late 19th century, including Queen 
Anne.  The Arts and Crafts movement in art and architecture at the turn of the 20th century 
was, in part, a reaction to the fussiness of Victorian architecture, as well as to the loss of 
craftsmanship evident in house building and architectural design with the availability of 
mass-produced architectural details made possible by the industrial revolution and the 
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advent of rail transport.  The proponents of the Arts and Crafts movement bemoaned the 
loss of the evidence of the handiwork of individual craftsmen in residential design; 
bungalows represented a style and scale that embodied the ideals of the Arts and Crafts 
movement.  The period revival styles of the 1920s represent the same desire to return to 
more traditional architectural roots; Colonial Revival (generally of the English colonies on 
the East Coast) became the most popular residential design in this country in the first half 
of the 20th century, and there were many variants, including Tudor Revival, Dutch Colonial 
Revival, and Spanish Colonial Revival.  These period revival styles took their cues from 
architectural features that typified early architecture (Spanish Colonial Revival had a 
much greater emphasis on the use of traditional materials such as clay roofs, stuccoed 
walls, and tilework than any other period revival style) and applied them to a contemporary 
floorplan.  Typically, period revival styles also took some character-defining features from 
their prototypes – many Spanish Colonial Revival houses have round-arched window 
openings, twisted columns or pilasters, and shallow eaves. 

The Stacy-Tate House embodies all of the character-defining features of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival as it was interpreted in Austin – hollow clay tile construction, round-
arched window openings, and twisted pilasters. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1928 by contractor Will H. Biggs with the Stacy Realty Company, 
the developers of Travis Heights.  It was apparently built as a spec house, and represents 
the desires of the developers of Travis Heights to create a middle-class neighborhood which 
had picturesque lots on twisting streets, all tenets of the City Beautiful Movement of the 
early 20th century.  Due to the financial constraints of the Great Depression, this house did 
not sell at the time of its construction, and became a rental property.  Tenants included a 
salesman, an insurance man, state officials, and a used car dealer.  The house was actually 
sold, but remained a rental for its owners.  Robert I. Freeman bought the house in 1944, 
and ran his refrigeration business from here, but he sold the property in 1947, and the 
house would not be owner-occupied again until 1959.  Alva Tate bought the property in 
1953, and moved into the house in 1959.  She was a seamstress for Scarbrough’s, Austin’s 
largest department store.  After Mrs. Tate’s tenancy, the house was bought and sold several 
more times.  Milton Hime, an architect, bought the house in 1988 and built the two-story 
addition to the rear.  Several other families have lived in the house prior to the purchase of 
the property by the current owners. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  03030202100000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 9, Block 33, Travis Heights 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,147 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,442. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $490,500 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Gary Gustovich and Susan Barr 
1705 Travis Heights Boulevard 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1928 
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ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Two-story addition to the rear (1980s)  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Stacy Realty Company 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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