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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 25, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0628 
1707 WILLOW STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1917 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with numerous modifications and 
additions, including an exterior stone chimney which covers most of the projecting front 
gable; partial-width independent porch on ornamental metal supports; ornamental gablet 
above the front porch; modern replacement windows. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1917; the first known occupants were Levi 
Edgar and Lena Blundell, who lived here until around 1920.  Levi Edgar Blundell was a 
driver for the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company; Lena Blundell was a 
stenographer for the Jordan Company, the city’s largest photographic business at the time.  
Around 1921, the house was rented by Annie Hudson, a Scottish-born woman who worked 
off-and-on in a laundry.  She is listed as a widow in the 1922 cityd irectory, and the 1920 
U.S. Census does not list her husband as living with her,but her husband did not die until 
1923.  Annie Hudson lived here until around 1936,when she moved next door, to a newer 
house at 1709 Willow Street.  The house was then rented by Noel R. and Pearl Neal, who 
lived here until around 1940. Noel Neal was a repairman for the Southern Pacific Railroad.  
Robert Blackstone, a young widower with 6 children, is listed as the tenant of the house in 
the 1940 U.S. Census report, and lived here until around 1944, according to city directories.  
He was a truck driver for a freight company in 1940, and an ice puller for Texas Public 
Service Company while he lived in this house.   

From 1946 to around 1965, the house was owned and occupied by Joe and Pauline Wotipka.  
Joe Wotipka had several occupations while living here, including a laborer for the City of 
Austin, a carpenter, and a butcher and meat cutter.  Pauline Wotipka was almost 20 years 
younger than Joe, and eventually opened a nursery school at the house.  Valentine and 
Hope Perez purchased the house in the early 1970s.  Valentine Perez was a military barber 
at Fort Hood and Bergstrom Air Force Base. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is located in the area covered by the East Austin Historic Resources Survey 
(1980) but was not documented. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and restoration of the house, which has suffered many 
modifications and alterations.  This is a relatively intact block of Willow Street, and 
property owners should be encouraged to reverse unsympathetic changes to their houses 
rather than demolishing them and building something new.  The house does not have the 
necessary historical or architectural significance to warrant individual designation as a 
historic landmark, so if the property owner cannot restore the historic appearance of this 
1917 house, then staff must recommend release of the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1707 Willow Street 
ca. 1917 

 
 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

1707 Willow Street 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
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By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2014 
 
1992  Valentine Perez, owner 
  Barber, Bergstrom Air Force Base 
 
1985-86 Valentine and Esperanza Perez, owners 

Cabinet maker, University of Texas 
 
1981  Hopie Perez, owner 

Building attendant, University of Texas 
NOTE:  Valentine Perez is not listed in the directory. 

 
1977  Valentino M. and Hopie Perez, owners 

Barber, Fort Hood, Killeen, Texas 
 
1973  Valentino M. and Hopie Perez, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1968  Felicia Gardova, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Valentino and Hope Perez are listed at 913 Vargas Road; he was the 
proprietor of the Third Base Barber Shop, 1210 E. 1st Street. 

 
1962  Joe J. and Pauline S. Wotipka, owners 
  Proprietors, Little Lambs Nursery School (at the house) 
 
1959  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka, owners 
  Butcher, HEB Grocery Store 
 
1955  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka, owners 
  Butcher 
 
1952  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka, owners 
  Carpenter 
 
1949  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka, owners 
  Attendant, Eddie Allman Service Station, 1510 E. 1st Street. 
 
1947  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka, owners 
  Meat cutter 
 
1944-45 Robert and Doris Ward, renters 
  Sheet metal worker 

NOTE:  Joe J. and Pauline Wotipka are listed at 1805 Willow Street; he was a 
meat cutter at the Big Bear Food Store. 

 
1941  Robert B. Blackstone, renter 

Ice puller, Texas Public Service Company, 422 Congress Avenue. 
Also listed is Fronia Blackstone, no occupation stated. 

 
1939  Noel R. and Pearl Neal, renters 

Repairman, Southern Pacific Lines 
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1937  Noel R. and Pearl Neal, renters 
  Repairman, Southern Pacific Lines 

NOTE:  Annie Hudson is listed at 1709 Willow Street; she had no occupation 
listed. 

 
1935  Annie Hudson, owner 

Employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca 
Street. 
NOTE:  Noel R. and Pearl Neal are listed at 1705-A Willow Street; he was a 
machinist for the Southern Pacific Lines. 

 
1932-33 Annie Hudson, owner 

Forewoman, Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca Street. 
 
1930-31 Annie Hudson (not listed as owner) 

Employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca 
Street. 
 

1929  Annie Hudson, renter 
  Widow, S.R. Hudson 

Forelady, Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca Street. 
 
1927  Annie Hudson, renter 
  Widow, S.R. Hudson 

Forelady, Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca Street. 
 
1924  Annie Hudson, renter 
  Widow, S.R. Hudson 

Employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca 
Street. 

 
1922  Annie Hudson, renter 
  Widow, S.R. Hudson 

Employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1514 Lavaca 
Street. 
NOTE:  C.J. Buckner is listed at 1705 Willow Street, the house that Seth R. and 
Annie Hudson rented before moving into this one. 

 
1920  Levi E. and Lena Blundell, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Seth R. and Annie Hudson are listed at 1705 Willow Street; he was a 
teamster. 

 
1918  L. Edgar and Lena Blundell, renters 

L. Edgar: Driver, Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 1510 (1504) 
Lavaca Street; Troy branch, 806 Congress Avenue. 
Lena:  Stenographer, Jordan Company, Kodaks and supplies, 610 
Congress Avenue; branch, 600 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  The address is not listed in the cross-reference section of the directory; 
L. Edgar and Lena Blundell are listed at 1709 Willow Street, but there is a 
separate listing for Lena Blundell at 1707 Willow Street. 

 
1916 The address is not listed in the directory.  There is only a listing for 1705 Willow 

Street (for Seth R. Hudson), which was the older house that pre-dated the 
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existing house on that site.  There is no listing for 1707 Willow, nor is there a 
listing for 1709 Willow, which was the original address of this house. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Levi Edgar and Lena Blundell (ca. 1918 – ca. 1921) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Levy and Lena Blundell as the renters of this house, with the 
address of 1707 Willow Street.  Levi E. Blundell was 32, had been born in Texas, and was a 
driver for a laundry.  Lena Blundell was 28, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had no children listed with them.  By the time of the 1930 U.S. Census, Levi E. and 
Lena Blundell had moved to 909 Willow Street, which they owned, and which was worth $4,000.  
Levi Blundell was listed as a salesman for a laundry.  Lena Blundell had no occupation listed.  
With them lived Lena’s sister, Sudie Ottens, 36, an office girl in a dentist’s office.  The 1940 U.S. 
Census shows Levi E. and Lena Blundell as the owners of the house at 909 Willow Street, 
which was worth $2,200.  Levi Blundell was a 52-year old laundry salesman; Lena was 48 and 
had no occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Levi Edgar Blundell 
Austin American, July 8, 1969 
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Funeral notice for Levi Edgar Blundell 

Austin American, July 10, 1969 
 

 
Obituary of Lena Blundell 

Austin American-Statesman, April 28, 1975 
 

Annie (the widow of Seth R.) Hudson (ca. 1921 – ca. 1936 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Seth R. and Alice E. Hudson living on Lovers’ Lane on a rented 
farm.  Seth R. Hudson was 56, had been born in Texas, and was a teamster.  Alice E. Hudson 
was 42, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  This was the second marriage 
for both of them.  Alice E. Hudson died in 1914.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows Annie Hudson 
renting the house at 1905 Willow Street; Seth R. Hudson is not listed with her.  Annie Hudson 
was 54, had been born in Scotland, and was the forelady at a laundry. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Annie Hudson as the renter of this house.  She was a 66-year old 
widow with no occupation listed.  By 1940, according to the census report, Annie Hudson was 
living as a lodger in the home of Alfred and Grace Tramp, who rented the house at 1709 Willow 
Street.  She was a 75-year old widow who was the floor lady at a laundry. 

 

 
Obituary of Seth R. Hudson 

Austin American, March 29, 1923 
 
 
Noel and Pearl Neal (ca. 1936 – ca. 1940) 
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Noel and Pearl Neal appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 615 Deep 
Eddy Avenue.  Noel R. Neal was 59, had been born in Texas, and was a machinist for the 
railroad.  Pearl S. Neal was 47, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 3 daughters living with them: Daisy, 29, a dressmaker in a clothing shop; Ruth, 24, a 
stenographer in a lawyer’s office; and Hazel, 22, a teacher at Lone Grove School.  Pearl’s 
mother, Sarah E. Dennis, an 82-year old Tennessee-born widow, also lived with them.  Mrs. 
Dennis had lived in rural Williamson County in 1935.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Noel and 
Pearl Neal renting the house next door, at 1705 Willow Street, while Annie Hudson is shown as 
the renter of this house.  N.R. Neal was a mechanic for the steam railroad.  Pearl Neal had no 
occupation listed. 
 
 

 
Obituary of Pearl Neal 

Austin American-Statesman, October 2, 1949 
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Obituary of Noel R. Neal 

Austin American, March 31, 1951 
 

 
Funeral notice for Noel R. Neal 

Austin American-Statesman, April 1, 1951 
 
Robert B. Blackstone (ca. 1940 – ca. 1944) 
R.B. Blackstone is listed in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renter of this house.  He was a 36-year 
old Texas-born widower who was a truck driver for a freight company.  With him lived his 6 
children, ranging in age from 4 to 15. 
 
Joe and Pauline Wotipka (ca. 1946 – ca. 1965) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Joe and Pauline Wotipka renting the house at 1612 Canterbury 
Street in Austin.  Joe Wotipka was 55, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer for the City of 
Austin.  Pauline Wotipka was 35, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 2 children: Glenn, 15; and Grace, 10.  Both children had been born in Texas.  The family 
had lived in Collegeport, Matagorda County, Texas in 1935. 
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Obituary of Joe Wotipka 

Austin American-Statesman, October 13. 1963 

 
Funeral notice for Joe Wotipka 

Austin American, October 14, 1963 
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Obituary of Pauline Wotipka 

Austin American-Statesman, October 30, 1991 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1922 Sanborn map shows the older house at 1705 Willow Street (red) and this house 

(blue), but nothing at 1709 Willow, which was the 1918 address for this house. 
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the current house at 1705 Willow (red), and the house at 1707 

Willow (blue) as well as a post-1922 infill house at 1709 Willow (green). 
 
 
 

Water 
service permit to a W.E. Blundell for this address (1926) 
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Building permit to Joe Wotipka to build the rear house (1947) 

 
Building permit to Valentine Perez for several repair and remodeling jobs on the house between 

1969 and 1975. 
 
 

 


