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CASE # C16-2014-0012

CITY OF AUSTIN
APPLICATION TO SIGN REVIEW BOARD
SIGN VARIANCE
WARNING: Filing of this appeal stops all affected construction activity.

PLEASE: TYPE AND COMPLETE ALL REQUESTED INFORMATION.

STREET ADDRESS:__ 605 Davis St. Austin, TX 78701

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision —

Lot 1 - Red River Addition Plat recorded in volume 78, page 94 of Real Property Records of Travis County

I/'We___lon Art, Inc. on behalf of myself/ourselves as authorized agent for

Hotel Van Zandt affirm that on August 27 , 2014, hereby apply for a hearing before

the Sign Review Board for consideration:

ERECT - ATTACH ~ COMPLETE —~ REMODEL —MAINTAIN

Ion Art is requesting an increase of total allowable building signage. in order to maximize sign visibility on the
facade. We hope to obtain a variance to Section 25-10-129 (F) (Downtown Sign District Regulations) to increase

the allowable wall signage from 1,158 square feet to 2,215 square feet. The primary signage proposed is a non-
illuminated painted mural of the name “Hotel Van Zandt” along the building’s northern “fin” structure, which we
feel will efficiently utilize the visual reach of the signage. The north face is the primary entrance. and will carry

the building’s identity and impact. thus our desire to concentrate signage there to create and maintain the

appropriate branding for the hotel.

This is a unique Hotel. not part of a chain, and its character pays tribute to the unique qualities of Austin, and
honors the history of our state. The historic Van Zandt name reaches back to the Republic of Texas where Isaac
Van Zandt was the Ambassador for Texas to America before statehood. The name has been integral to the
chronicle of Texas and the legacy of music in Austin. Townes Van Zandt, the prolific Folk/Country singer,
contributed heavily to Austin’s reputation as the I.ive Music Capital of the World. The scale of the signage as
requested pays tribute to the achievements of the family. the many contributions they have made to the Stafte of
Texas, and to the character of Austin.

Located within the“CBD-Waterfront Overlay”, Downtown — Waterfront Overlay zoning district.

NOTE: The Board must determine the existence of, sufficiency of and weight of evidence supporting the findings
described below. In order to grant your requeste for a variance, the Board must first make one or more of the
findings described under 1, 2, and 3 below; the Board must then make the finding described in item 4 below. If
the Board cannot make the required findings, it cannot approve a sign variance.




VARIANCE FINDINGS: I contend that my entitlement to the requested variance is based on the following
findings:

1. The variance is necessary because strict enforcement of the Article prohibits any reasonable opportunity to
provide adequate signs on the site, considering the unique features of a site such as its dimensions, landscaping, or
topography, because: The northern facade of this 16 story building has a “Fin” wall structure that is only 26 feet
wide, 50 would only allow for a maximum sign size of 78 square feet. We hope to utilize the height of the
building to provide non-illuminated vertical signage that totals 1980 square feet. Each additional sign requested
will comply with standard permitting allowance. The sign on the eastern facade will be visible along the [-35
corridor, which will enhance the visual impact of the iconic landmark hotel and lend weight to the unique
reputation of Austin. By allowing the total square footage to be increased to compensate for the height of the
building, we maximize the influence of the building’s character and influence within the City of Austin.

OR,

2. The granting of this variance will not have a substantially adverse impact upon neighboring properties,
because: The area in which the Hotel is situated is a mix of retail locations, residential complexes. and high rise
apartments. There is no standardization to the neighborhood. which allows for a creative use of space in each

location while still maintaining the atmosphere of the community. By paying homage to the historic traditions of

the Van Zandt heritage, we enhance the Rainy Street historic district. By adding high impact visual signage to

attract visitors. we draw attention to the presence of other retailers in the area. Qur signage aims to enhance the

distinct gualities of the building, thereby reinforcing the atvpical aspects of the entire area.

OR,
3. The granting of this variance wili not substantially conflict with the stated purposes of this sign ordinance,
because:

AND,

4. Granting a variance would not provide the applicant with a special privilege not enjoyed by others similarly
situated or potentially similarly situated, because: Our request is based on the unique structure and location of the
building and our intent to maximize the use of space to compensate for the height in order to magnify the
building’s identity and impact. Other buildings of comparable height could also request an increase of allowable
wall signage to compensate for their size. The location of the building has limited public road access, and the
north face of the building is the primary public roadway along any side of the hotel, thus the desire to concentrate
the bulk of signage there. Any other building similarly situated could seek a similar variance for the same

request.

APPLICANT CERTIFICATE — I affirm that my statements contained in the complete application are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed_ {/If Mail Address %’}’ K"’/ A . ﬂ 90
City, State & Zip /f]‘/’a’fff?’l, ity
Printed 'ﬂr//“s/(ﬁﬂﬁ Mlﬂ/f / / Phone /. 2"52‘!‘ ?g;j Date 0¥ 27 ’/?

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SIGNATUE PAGE FOR OWNER CERTIFICATE




2. The granting of this variance will not result in the parking or loading of vehicles on
public streets in such a manner as to interfere with the free flow of traffic of the
streets because:

3. The granting of this variance will not create a safety hazard or any other condition
inconsistent with the objectives of this Ordinance because:

4. The variance will run with the use or uses to which it pertains and shall not run with
the site because:

NOTE: The Board cannot grant a variance that would provide the applicant with a special
privilege not enjoyed by others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated,

APPLICANT CERTIFICATE - [ affirm that my statements contained in the complete
application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed Mail Address

City, State & Zip

Printed Phone Date

OWNERS CERTIFICATE - ! affirm that my statements contained in the complete application
are true and correct to the best of my knowlgtlge and belicf,

Signed Mail Address_lll_conaness Ave,, STE 2660
City, State & Zip Avsmia) TR 7870!

Printed _to9 ﬁm;nq, 10 Phone Gﬂg%g «7702. Date %Z!%Z zoiy
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@ 2014 ION ART, INC.

All nghts reserved. The inteflectual
property, concepts, and designs
coniained in this document are

the exclusive property of lon Art, Inc.

Neither the document nor the
information it contains may be copied,
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which it has been prepared and
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consentof len A, Inc.
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Alirights reserved. Tha infellsctual
property. corncepts, and designs
conlained In this document are
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HOTEL VAN ZANDT 2458 Site Plan
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HOTEL VAN ZANDT 2458 Sign Locations ConFanT

407 Radam Lane, Suite A100
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HOTEL VAN ZANDT | Site Survey for Variance Review I O N V. ART

NORTH ELEVATION

R

North Elevation:
| %/% - Faces Residential & Commerical
. M,m,z , mixed neighborhood

* Building under construction at time of survey and incomplete,



HOTEL VAN ZANDT | Site Survey for Variance Review lONB ART

SOUTH ELEVATION _ South Elevation:;
- Faces The Shore Condos

- No sighage requested

* Building under construction at time of survey and incomplete.



HOTEL VAN ZANDT | Site Survey for Variance Review lONGP ART

EAST ELEVATION EAST Elevation:

- Faces Rainey St : Residential & Commerical
mixed neighborhood

- Faces 1-35 Corridor

* Building under construction at time of survey and incomplete.



HOTEL VAN ZANDT | Site Survey for Variance Review loNB ART
WEST ELEVATION

West Elevation:
- Faces The Villas on Town Lake
- Faces LadyBird Lake

* Building under construction at time of survey and incomplete.
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fon Art, Inc.
Waesleann Mendell
407 Radam Lane
Suite A100
Austin, TX 78745

605 Davis

Austin, TX 78701

Lot 1 - Red River Addition Plat

Vol. 78, pg. 94

Real Property Records of Travis County

Dear
Wesleann,
August 20, 2014

Austin Energy (AE) has reviewed your application for the above referenced
property, requesting a variance to redistribute the allowable lot footage to construct a
network of signs on said property, to maximize sign visibility. Austin Energy does not
oppose this application for this zoning variance for the sign network, which is shown on
the attached stamped sketch, provided any proposed and existing improvements are
in compliance with Austin Energy clearance criteria requirements, the National Electric
Safety Code and OSHA. Any removal or relocation of existing electric facilities will be
at owners/applicants expense. If our service drop is recommended to be relocated,
when you obtain a building permit, please speak with our Distribution Construction
Leader, Joan Wilhite, at 512-505-7604, as she will provide you with direction for the
relocation of said service drop.

Thank you for reaching out to our office and please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions.

Regards,

Eben Kellogg

Austin Energy

Public Involvement | Real Estate Services
2500 Montopolis Drive

Austin, TX 78741

512.322.6050

Emailed by Kellogg, Eben <Eben.Kellogg@austinenergy.com>
Woed, Aug 20, 2014 at 4:16 PM
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SITE PLAN SIGN LOCATIONS
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B 'Aﬁsust 22,2004 :

7 To Whom it May Concern

o -The Shore Condormmurns has reviewed the sngnage developed by lon Art, lnc. for the Hotel Van Zandt_ -
.. which is located lmmediately north of our property We support this proposed conﬁguratlon :
s if'there are anv queshons, please ccmtact the HOA through the telephone number on aur letterhea

7 Bestregards,

’ 'CC GreECIay M |
' Wesleann Mendell lonA= SRR S
John Hethershaw Somefset Management'i B
'AmberGalllgan DANA S

(512)73-8600 Fax (512473-8602 .5 03Davis Street ‘Austm, Texas 78701 |




