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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 17, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0934 
2804 BONNIE ROAD 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan minimal traditional style frame house with a partial-width shed-roofed 
inset porch; side-gabled frame addition to the left of the main house with an oriel window 
on the front; single 8:8 and 1:1 fenestration; exterior stone chimney.  
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1939 by Stewart Harkrider, a salesman, and later vice-president of 
the Wallace Engraving Company.  After he passed away in 1949, his widow, Nell, lived here 
until her death in 1975.  Nell Harkrider was an office secretary for the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church and later a music teacher in the house.  Keith Q. and Simme Owen 
owned the house in the mid- to late 1970s; he was a teacher at Austin Community College.  
In the mid-1980s, the house was owned and occupied by Joyce J. Elam, an associate 
professor at the University of Texas. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend rehabilitation and re-use over demolition, but release the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to 
warrant individual designation as a historic landmark, but it does represent the original 
architecture of Tarrytown. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2804 Bonnie Road 

ca. 1939 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2804 Bonnie Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2014 
 
1992  John A. and Susan Booth, owners 

Research engineer, University of Texas 
 
1985-86 Joyce J. Elam, owner 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Keith Q. and Simme Owen, owners 
  Teacher, Austin Community College 
 
1973  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 

Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
Music teacher (at the house) 

 
1968  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 

Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
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Music teacher (at the house) 
 
1962  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 

Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
Music teacher (at the house) 
 

1959  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 
Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
Music teacher (at the house) 

 
1955  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 

Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
Office secretary, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3208 Exposition Boulevard. 

 
1952  Nell G. Harkrider, owner 
  Widow, Stewart Harkrider 
  Office secretary 
 
1949  Stewart and Nell Harkrider, owners 
  Vice-president, Wallace Engraving Company, 406-10 San Antonio Street. 
 
1947  Stewart and Nell Harkrider, owners 
  Vice-president, Wallace Engraving Company, 406-10 San Antonio Street. 
 
1944-45 Stewart and Nell Harkrider, owners 

Salesman, Wallace-Dyke Engraving Company, 402 San Antonio Street. 
 

1941  Stewart and Nell Harkrider, owners 
  Salesman, Wallace Engraving Compapny, 109½ E. 9th Street. 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Stewart Harkrider (Nell is not listed) is listed at 1802 West Avenue; he 
was a salesman for Wallace Engraving Company, 109 ½ E. 9th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Stewart and Nell Harkrider (ca. 1939 – ca. 1975 
Stewart and Nell Harkrider appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $5,500.  Stewart Harkrider was 44, had been born in Texas, and was an engraving 
salesman.  Nell Harkrider was 36, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Stewart Harkrider as a lodger in the home of W.A. McCook at an 
indecipherable address in Austin.  Stewart Harkrider was a salesman for an engraving 
company.  W.A. McCook was a 69-year old Georgia-born furniture repairman who rented the 
house where he and Stewart Harkrider lived. 
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Obituary of Stewart Harkrider 

Austin Statesman, July 29, 1949 
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Funeral story on Stewart Harkrider 

Austin American, July 30, 1949 
 

 
Obituary of Nell Harkrider 

Austin American-Statesman, August 30, 1975 
 

 

 
Funeral story on Nell Harkrider 

Austin American-Statesman, August 31, 1975 
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Building permit to Stewart Harkrider for the construction of this house (1939) 

 

 
Sewer service permit for this address showing Stewart Harkrider as the owner (1939) 
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Water service permit to Stewart Harkrider for this address (1940) 

 

 
Building permit to Stewart Harkrider for a frame addition (1948) 
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Building permit to Nell Harkrider to apply aluminum siding (1961) 
 

 
Building permit to Keith Owens to repair and remodel the house (1980) 
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Photos submitted by the applicant for the demolition permit showing the current condition 
of the house. 
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