
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2014-0012 HLC DATE:  October 27, 2014 
 PC DATE:  October 28, 2014 
     
APPLICANT:  Bryan Bayerdorffer, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Mary Nelson House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1502 W. 9th Street. 
 
ZONING FROM:  MF-4-NP to MF-4-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from multi-family residence, neighborhood plan (MF-4-NP) combining district to multi-
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and Historical Associations.  The house is an excellent example of an Arts & 
Crafts bungalow, the precursor to the Craftsman style, which dominated bungalow design 
in the 1920s, and represents a middle-class dwelling built, owned and occupied by a 
machinist for the Tips Foundry and his wife, who was a professional masseuse and treated 
some of Austin’s most prominent citizens, including Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from MF-4-NP to MF-4-H-NP citing the property’s significance in the areas of 
architecture and historical associations.  Vote: 4-0 (Limbacher and Myers ill; Roberts 
absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from 
MF-4-NP to MF-4-H-NP.  Vote: 8-0 (Roark absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National 
Register Historic District and is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey 
(1984) but without a priority for preservation. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  December 11, 2014  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Old West Austin Neighborhood Association 
 
 
 



 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-and-a- half story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled stuccoed frame bungalow with a 
projecting front-gabled bay to the left of the front façade; partial-width inset porch on 
stuccoed plain square posts; flat arches with coved intrados; false half-timbering in the 
tympanum of the primary front gable; Craftsman-style front doors at right angles, both 
with a transom; single and paired 1:1 fenestration with 4:1 wood screens. 
Historical Associations: 
The house is located on property originally owned by Carl Wendlandt, who lived in the large 
house next door (1500 W. 9th Street, a city historic landmark).  Wendlandt was a major 
developer in the city, and in 1910, he subdivided the parcel where this house was built.  
Wendlandt sold this property to Amil (or Amel or Emil) Nelson in September, 1911.  Amel 
Nelson executed two mechanic’s liens: one to R.G. Mueller, the trustee for W.S. Drake, the 
proprietor of Calcasieu Lumber Company, and the other to William H. Nelson, a carpenter and 
house contractor, in October and December, 1911 for the materials and labor for the 
construction of the house. 
 
The builder, William Hardy Nelson (no relation to the property owner) was a Texas-born 
carpenter and house contractor.  The 1909-10 and 1910-11 city directories list William H. 
Nelson as a carpenter, contractor, and builder.   Business must have been good for William H. 
Nelson at the time he built this house – the 1912-13 city directory has a large, bold-print listing 
for him.  Directories of the mid-1890s reveal that William H. Nelson had worked as a carpenter 
for George Fiegel (1895-96), a prominent carpenter, contractor, and builder, whose services also 
included building design. 
 
Amil T. Nelson, the first owner of the property and the house, was born in Pennsylvania to 
Swedish-born parents.  He appears in the 1900 U.S. Census as a servant for, and living in the 
house of Emerson Scarbrough, one of the city’s leading merchants, who had a large department 
store (Scarbrough & Hicks, later E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, later Scarbrough’s) at the corner of 
6th Street and Congress Avenue.  By 1902, he was working as a servant for, and living in the 
house of Robert L. Brown, the vice-president of City National Bank, who with his brother, J. 
Gordon Brown, were the proprietors of Brown Brothers, land mortgage bankers, with offices 
over the City National Bank at 614 Congress Avenue.  Amil Nelson does not appear in the 1905 
nor the 1906-07 city directories.  He married Mary (or Marie) Dora (or Dorothy) Schmidt 
around 1906; the city directory of 1909-10 shows him as a machinist for the Walter Tips 
Foundry, and living at 402 E. 3rd Street, which the 1909-10 city directory and the 1910 U.S. 
Census confirm is the Schmidt family home.  The census report shows that the household at 
402 E. 3rd Street included Marie Schmidt, a widow, Amil and Marie Nelson, and Marie 
Schmidt’s four other children: Frank Schmidt, 23, Carl Schmidt, 21, both salesmen in a cigar 
store; Wallie Schmidt, 19, and Marguerite Schmidt, 10, neither of whom had occupations.  
Amel Nelson was listed as a foundry machinist. 
 
After living with Mary’s mother and family for a few years, Amel and Mary bought this 
property and built this house.  The 1912-13 city directory is the first to show Nelson at this 
address; previous directories showed him at his mother-in-law’s house on E. 3rd Street.  Amel 
Nelson’s 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that he was born April 4, 1875, lived 
at 1502 W. 9th Street, was married to Mary D. Nelson, and was a machinist for the Tips 
Foundry and Machine Company.  He was of medium height and medium build with brown eyes 



 

and black hair, and had “no obvious defects” as recorded on his registration card.  The 1920 
and 1930 U.S. Census reports show Emil and Mary Nelson as the owners of this house.  Emil 
was a machinist at the foundry or iron works.  He worked as a machinist for the Tips Engine 
Works through the early 1930s.  Amel Nelson died in Austin at the age of 57 in January, 1933. 
After Amel’s death, Mary Nelson continued to live in the house until her death in 1962.  She 
was the daughter of German-born parents who had worked as tailors and dressmakers, and 
Mary herself had worked as a secretary for the State Tuberculosis Unit.  In her later years, she 
became a professional masseuse.  Among her clients were Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson. 
 
Around 1934, Mary Nelson created an apartment in the house for herself, and rented out the 
main section of the house for extra income.  Her tenants included a book-keeper at a cotton 
exporter, a high school teacher, a salesman, and an inspector for the State Highway 
Department.  Her brother, Frank Schmidt, a packer for the Walter Tips Company, a wholesale 
and retail hardware business, rented the house for several years in the late 1930s, and lived 
with Mary from the late 1930s through Mary’s death in 1962.  Mary’s sister, Wallie Schmidt, a 
typist and office secretary, also rented the apartment from the early 1950s until Mary’s death.  
From the early 1950s through 1962, the house and apartment were occupied by Mary Nelson’s 
family members. 
 
After her death in 1962, her siblings sold the property to Mary Alva Barnes, a widow, and her 
daughter, Florenda Barnes.  Mary Alva Barnes was the widow of John C. Barnes, a Tennessee-
born locksmith with his own shop.  They appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of the 
house at 304 E. 11th Street in Austin.  John C. Barnes was 59; Mary A. Barnes was 41, and had 
been born in Texas.  She had no occupation listed.  Their daughter, Florenda (noted in the 
census report as Bernadine), was 9.  The had a roomer, Virginia Riffe, a 25-year old widow who 
was a waitress in a hotel.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows John C. and Alva Barnes as the owners 
of the house at 500½ E. 10th Street in Austin, where they lived with their daughter Florenda B. 
Barnes.  John C. Barnes was then 68, and listed as a locksmith with his own shop.  Neither 
Alva nor Florenda Barnes had an occupation listed.  Mary Alva and Florenda Barnes lived here 
until Mary’s death in 1977 in Hays County, Texas; Florenda Barnes lived here until her death 
in September, 1986. 
 
Upon Florenda Barnes’ death, the house was sold to Thomas and Mary Mathey, who lived here 
until 2010.  The Matheys renovated the first floor of the house and expanded the attic space 
into a master bed- and bathroom.  The Matheys sold the house to the current owners. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0110020630 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 10 OLT 4 DIV Z WENDLANDTS 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $7,517 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,000 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $721,307 
 
PRESENT USE:   Single family residence. 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent. 
 



 

PRESENT OWNERS:   
Bryan and Molly Bayerdorffer 
1502 W. 9th Street 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1911 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:   Screened porch on the back. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):   Amil and Mary Dora Nelson (1911) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   Contributing to the Old West Austin National 
Register Historic District. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LOCATION MAP 

 
 



 

1502 W. 9th Street 
ca. 1911 

 
 

 



 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1502 W. 9th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2014 
 
2002  Thomas P. and Mary E. Mathey, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1992  Thomas P and Mary E. Mathey, owners 
  Thomas: Analyst, State of Texas 

Mary: Employed by Association Management (not listed in the directory). 
 
1985-86 Florenda B. Barnes, owner 

Retired 
 
1981  Florenda B. Barnes, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Florenda B. Barnes, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Alva Barnes, owner 
  Widow, John C. Barnes 
  Retired 
  Also listed is Florenda Barnes, no occupation stated. 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1968  Alva Barnes, owner 
  Widow, John C. Barnes 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is Florenda Barnes, no occupation stated. 
½: John and Charlotte Hardeman, renters 
 Construction worker 

 
1962  Carl W. and Helma Albrecht, renters 
  Proprietor, Austin Radio and Sound Service 
  ½: Mary Nelson, owner 
   Widow, A.T. Nelson 
   No occupation listed 
 
1959  Wallie B. Schmidt, renter 

Office secretary, Capitol City Abstract Company (Karl H. Schmidt, proprietor), 
305 W. 7th Street. 
NOTE:  Karl H. Schmidt was the brother of Wallie B. Schmidt and Mary D. 
Nelson. 
½: Mary D. Nelson, owner 
 Widow, A.T. Nelson 
 No occupation listed 



 

 
1955  Wallie B. Schmidt, renter 

Employed by the Capitol City Abstract Company (Karl H. Schmidt, proprietor), 
305 W. 7th Street. 
NOTE:  Karl H. Schmidt was the brother of Wallie B. Schmidt and Mary D. 
Nelson. 
½: Mary D. Nelson, owner 
 Widow, A.T. Nelson 
 No occupation listed 

 
1952  Albert S. and Mary Meyer, renters 

Chemist 
Also listed is Albert S. Meyer, Jr., student at the University of Texas. 
½: Mary D. Nelson, owner 
 Widow, A.T. Nelson 
 No occupation listed 
NOTE: Wallie B. Schmidt was listed at 1500 W. 6th Street; she was a clerk for the 
Milstead Company. 
 

1949  Theo R. and Wanda Kruger, renters 
Inspector, State Highway Department 
½: Mary D. Nelson, owner 
 Widow, A.T. Nelson 
 No occupation listed 

 
1947  Vacant 
  ½: Mary Nelson, owner 
   Widow, Amel T. Nelson 
   No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Wanda A. Snow, renter 
  Clerk, State Unemployment Compensation Commission 
  ½: Mary Nelson, owner 
   Widow, Amel T. Nelson 
   No occupation listed 
 
1941  Carl W. and Mary A. Barfield, renters 
  Salesman, J.C. Penney, department store, 513-15 Congress Avenue. 
  ½: Mary Nelson, owner 
   Widow, Amel T. Nelson 
   No occupation listed 
 
1939  Eric J. and Ruby Mann, renters 
  Driver, Central Freight Lines, 401 Colorado Street. 
 
  Mary Nelson, owner 
  Widow, Amil T. Nelson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1937  Frank J. and Inez. Konecny, renters 
  Teacher, Austin High School 



 

 
  Mary Nelson, owner 
  Widow, Amel T. Nelson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1935  Carl and Eleanora Brockmann, renters 
  Book-keeper, A. Lassberg & Company, cotton, 304½ E. 5th Street. 
 
  Mary Nelson, owner 
  Widow, Amel T. Nelson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 Amel T. and Mary Nelson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1930-31 Amel T. and Mary Nelson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1929  Amel T. and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Engine Works, general foundry, machine shop, structural steel, 
300 Crockett Street. 

 
1927  Amel T. and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Engine Works, general foundry, manufacturers of oil engines up 
to 200 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 
Crockett Street. 

 
1924  Amel T. and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Engine Works, general foundry, manufacturers of oil engines up 
to 200 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 
Crockett Street. 

 
1922  Amiel E. [sic] and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of oil engines up to 200 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, all 
kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 

 
1920  Emil T. and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of oil engines up to 200 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, all 
kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 

 
1918  Emil T. and Mary Nelson, owners 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of gasoline and oil engines to 140 horsepower, centrifugal 
pumps, all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 

 
1916  Emil T. Nelson 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of gasoline and oil engines to 140 horsepower, centrifugal 
pumps, all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 



 

 
1914  Emil T. Nelson 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of gasoline engines to 90 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, 
all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 

 
1912-13 Emil T. Nelson 

Machinist, Tips Foundry and Machine Company, general foundry and machine 
shop, manufacturers of gasoline engines to 90 horsepower, centrifugal pumps, 
all kinds of iron and brass castings, 300 Crockett Street. 

 
1910-11 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Emil T. Nelson is listed as a machinist for the Tips Foundry and Machine 
Company; he lived at his mother-in-law’s house at 402 E. 3rd Street. 

 
 

 
Obituary of William H. Nelson, the builder of the house 

Austin American, December 18, 1917 
 
 

 
Obituary of Amel T. Nelson 

Austin American, January 23, 1933 
 



 

 
Funeral notice for Amel T. Nelson 

Austin American, January 24, 1933 
 

 
Obituary of Mary D. Nelson 

Austin Statesman, November 20, 1962 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Funeral notice for Mary D. Nelson 

Austin American, November 21, 1962 
 

 
Funeral story for Mary D. Nelson 

Austin Statesman, November 21, 1962 
 

 
Obituary of Mary Alva Barnes 

Austin American-Statesman, August 23, 1977 
 

 
Obituary of Florenda Barnes 

Austin American-Statesman, September 12, 1986 
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