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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 15, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-1028 
3201 BOWMAN AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half-story, Tudor Revival-style side-gabled, brick-veneered frame house with a 
steeply-pitched front-gabled entry bay with a recessed round-arched entry, a prominent, 
battered brick exterior chimney on the front of the house to the right of the front entry with 
a wrought-iron “S” ornamentation; single and paired 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled windows; 
front-gabled dormer; attached one-story side-gabled frame garage. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1940 by Joe Aubrey Shelby and his wife, Ida.  Joe Aubrey Shelby 
was the son of L.E. and Mabel Shelby, and grew up on W. 9th Street in a house that is a city 
historic landmark.  His father was a very prominent businessman in town with a dry goods 
business.  Joe Aubrey Shelby was a civil engineer for the State Highway Department.  He 
and Ida lived here until around 1957, when they moved to a house on Balcones Drive.  This 
house has a wrought iron “S” in the prominent exterior chimney, for the Shelby family who 
built it. 
The next owner and occupant of the house was Mrs. Lucile Weller, who lived here from 
around 1957 until her death in 1987.  Lucile was the widow of Dr. C. Burford Weller, a 
prominent physician in town, who died of a heart attack and stroke in 1935.  She had 
taught school in several towns in South Texas before her marriage, and was principal of the 
Oak Hill School in the 1940s.  She was very active in civic, arts, and philanthropic 
organizations in Austin, including the Austin Woman’s club, of which she was a charter 
member, and the Austin Art League Group.  She was the director of circuits for the Texas 
Fine Arts Association (the precursor to the Austin Museum of Art), and was in charge of 
providing traveling art exhibits to commercial and public buildings throughout the state. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and additions rather than demolition; the house is a very nice 
example of Tudor Revival architecture and is associated with the Shelby and Weller 
families.  J.A. Shelby was a member of a very prominent commercial family and 
distinguished himself as an engineer at the State Highway Department; Lucile Weller was 
the wife of a very prominent physician, and was instrumental in the development of the 
Texas Fine Arts Association, which later became the Austin Museum of Art.  If the 
Commission decides to approve the requested demolition permit, then staff recommends 
that the applicant complete a City of Austin documentation package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center prior to release of the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3201 Bowman Avenue 
ca. 1940 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3201 Bowman Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2014 
 
1992  Karl H. Moeller, renter 
  Associate, Booth & Newsom, lawyers, 816 Congress Avenue. 
 
1985-86 C. Buford Weller, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Lucille Weller, owner 
  Widow, C. Burford Weller 
  Retired 
 
1973  Lucille Weller, owner 
  Widow, C. Burford Weller 
  Retired 
 
1968  Lucille Weller, owner 
  Widow, C. Burford Weller 
  In charge of the Texas Fine Arts Association, 3809 W. 35th Street. 
 
1962  Lucille Weller, owner 
  Widow, C. Burford Weller 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Lucille Weller, owner 
  Widow, C. Burford Weller 

Director, Texas Fine Arts Association (Anne Webb, executive director), 3809 W. 
35th Street. 

 
1957  Lucile Weller, owner 
  Widow, C.B. Weller 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Joe A. and Ida Shelby are listed at 3605 Balcones Drive; he was an 
engineer for the State Highway Department. 

 
1955  Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 
  Field engineer, State Highway Department 
  NOTE:  Lucille Weller is not listed in the directory. 
 
1952  Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 

Engineer, State Highway Department 
 
1949  Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 

Field engineer, State Highway Department 
 
1947  Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 
  Designing engineer, State Highway Department 
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1944-45 Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 
  Designing engineer, State Highway Department 
 
1941  Joseph A. and Ida Shelby, owners 
  Designing engineer, State Highway Department 
 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Joseph (J. Aubrey) and Ida E. Shelby are listed at 1502 W. 29th Street; 
he was an engineer for the State Highway Department. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Joseph A. and Ida Shelby (ca. 1940 – ca. 1956) 
J.A. and Ida Shelby appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 1502 W. 29th 
Street, which was worth $6.600.  J.A. Shelby was 32, had been born in Texas, and was a civil 
engineer for the State Highway Department; Ida Shelby was 34, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Aubrey Shelby as the 21-year old son of Evart and Mabel Shelby, 
who owned their home at 1114 W. 9th Street in Austin, a designated city historic landmark; 
Aubrey was the 3rd of the 9 Shelby children listed in the census report.  Both Aubrey’s parents 
had been born in Texas; his father was the proprietor of a retail dry goods store.  None of the 
children had an occupation listed. 
 
According to her death certificate, Ida Elanora Anderson Shelby was born in Manor, Texas to 
Charles O. and Antoinette (Olson), Anderson on December 29, 1905.    She was a housewife.  
Joe Aubrey Shelby’s death certificate shows that he was born October 21, 1907 in Austin to L.E. 
and Mabel C. (Wright) Shelby.  He was an engineer for the Texas Highway Department.  He 
was survived by his widow, Jessie B. Shelby. 
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Obituary of Ida Shelby 

Austin American, October 26, 1959 
 

 
Funeral notice for Ida Shelby 

Austin American, October 27, 1959 
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Obituary of Joe Aubrey Shelby 

Austin American-Statesman, June 1, 1968 
 
 
Lucile Weller (ca. 1957 – 1987) 
Cyrus B. and Lucile Weller appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 1220 
Lorraine Street in Austin, which was worth $25,000.  Cyrus B. Weller was 48, had been born in 
Texas, and was a physician with a general practice; Lucille E. Weller was 39, had been born in 
Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 3 children: Florence, 17; Edgar O., 13; and C. 
McLeary, 6. All of the children had been born in Texas; none had an occupation listed. 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lucile Weller as the owner of the house at 2607 Nueces Street in 
Austin, which was worth $15,000.  She was a 49-year old Texas born widow with no occupation 
listed.  She lived alone. 
 

 
Front-page story on the death of Dr. C. Burford Weller 

Austin Statesman, November 26, 1935 
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Funeral notice for Dr. C. Burford Weller 
Austin American, November 27, 1935 
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Funeral notice for Dr. C.B. Weller 

Austin Statesman, November 27, 1935 
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Obituary of Lucille Weller 

Austin American-Statesman, November 9, 1987 
 

 
Building permit to J.A. Shelby for the construction of the house and attached garage (1940) 
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Water service permit to J.A. Shelby for this address (1940) 

 


