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Historical background of 414 Waller Street (Pine Street Station) 

City of Austin Historic Preservation Office, October, 2014 

The building at 414 Waller Street dates from around 1925, and was constructed by the Humble 
Oil and Refining Company as their main facility in Austin.  The original building, as shown on the 
1935 Sanborn map, was at the corner, and corresponds to what is now the long row of 
connected buildings extending west along the 1100 block of E. 5th Street. 

At the time the Humble facility was built, there were a number of oil and gas facilities along this 
section of the what was then the Houston and Texas Central Railroad tracks, including a facility 
for Gulf Oil, and another for Magnolia Petroleum at the other corners of 5th and Waller Streets.  
The parcel of land where the existing building was constructed was, at the turn of the 20th 
century part of the yards of the Houston and Texas Central Railroad, and had their own railroad 
facilities there, rather than facilities of private companies.  The 1900 Sanborn map shows what 
appears to be a dwelling at the site of the current building on Waller Street and the iron-clad 
warehouse of the Wyse Oil Company directly behind (to the west) of it.  However, city 
directories of the same period indicate that the Wyse Oil Company had their facilities on the 
northwest, rather than the southwest corner of 5th and Waller Streets – which source is in error 
is certainly not clear. 

What is clear is that through the 1924 Austin city directory, any address corresponding to the 
location of the current building was associated with the Houston and Texas Central Railroad 
yards and the yardmaster.  Not until the 1927 directory did the Humble Oil and Refining 
Company appear as an address, and it was as 414 Waller Street.  Prior to 1925, the Humble Oil 
and Refining Company had their facilities on the west side of town, along the tracks at 3rd and 
Bowie Streets.  They moved to the east side around 1925, and remained here until around 
1950. 

Additions to the building to the west were constructed at various times; the 1962 Sanborn map 
shows the variety of additions that still exist today.  After Humble moved out of the facility 
around 1950, the entire block appears to have been used by the Acme Fast Freight Company, 
forwarding freight agents.  They were in operation until the late 1960s.  The buildings appear to 
have been vacant until they were brought back to life by an emerging art scene in East Austin in 
the 1980s, including Reji Thomas, who established her glass studio in the building.  In more 
recent years, the buildings have also been used as a music venue, called Pine Street Station.  
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414 Waller Street 
ca. 1925 

 
 

 
 
 



A.1 - 3 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
414 Waller Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2014 
 
1992  No return 
 
1985-86 Graphic Glass by Reji 
  Reji Thomas, proprietor 

NOTE:  The address is listed as 1101 E. 5th Street.  There is no listing for 414 
Waller Street. 

 
1981 No addresses listed on the odd side of E. 5th Street and nothing listed at 414 

Waller Street. 
 
1977 No addresses listed on the odd side of E. 5th Street west of Waller Street and 

nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
1973 No addresses listed on the odd side of E. 5th Street west of Waller Street and 

nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
1968  1101 E. 5th Street: Acme Fast Freight, forwarding agents 
     Carl W. Wolff, freight agent 
  Nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
1962  1101 E. 5th Street: Acme Fast Freight, forwarding agents 
     Carl W. Wolff, freight agent 
  Nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
 
1959  1101 E. 5th Street: Acme Fast Freight, forwarding agents 
     Carl W. Wolff, freight agent 
  Nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
1955  1101 E. 5th Street: Acme Fast Freight, forwarding agents 
     Carl W. Wolff, freight agent 
  414 Waller Street: Vacant 
 
1952  1101 E. 5th Street: Acme Fast Freight, forwarding agents 
     Carl W. Wolff, freight agent 
  Nothing listed at 414 Waller Street. 
 
1949  1105 E. 5th Street: Glazier Frosted Food Company 
     Arthur W. Booth, proprietor 

414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company Bulk Station 
 
1947  1109 E. 5th Street: Southern Pacific Lines yard office 
  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, wholesale oils 
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1944-45 1109 E. 5th Street: Southern Pacific Lines yard office 
  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, wholesale oils 
 
1941  1109 E. 5th Street: Southern Pacific Lines yard office 
  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, wholesale oils 
 
1939  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, office and plant 

 
1937  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, main facility 
 
1935  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company, main facility 
 
1932-33 414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company 
 
1930-31 414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company 
 
1929  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company 
 
1927  414 Waller Street: Humble Oil and Refining Company 
 
1924  412 Waller Street: Houston and Texas Central Railroad yardmaster 

NOTE:  Humble Oil and Refining Company had their facility at W. 3rd and Bowie 
Streets. 

 
1922  412 Waller Street: Houston and Texas Central Railroad yardmaster 
 
1920  412 Waller Street: Houston and Texas Central Railroad yardmaster 
 
 

 
The 1900 Sanborn map shows what appears to be a house facing Waller Street and the Wyse 
Oil Company iron-clad warehouse behind it.  There were spur railroad tracks along E. 5th Street 

at that time – the Houston and Texas Central Railroad freight depot and platforms are at the 
very bottom of this map shot and faced along the main line of the railroad between 4th and 5th 

Streets. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map clearly shows the Humble Oil and Refining Company facilities at the 
site of the current building, which is shown as the oil storage warehouse.  The building shown 

here (the current building) is not the same building as depicted in the 1900 map above. 
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the expansion of the building westward along E. 5th Street – the 
buildings are noted as a door warehouse – Davidson Sash and Door Company had its plant just 

to the west of this facility.  
 



A.1 - 7 

 
 



A.1 - 8 

 
 



A.1 - 9 

 



A.1 - 10 

 



A.1 - 11 

 
 

NOTE:  The building at 414 Waller Street is Map ID No. 7 above. 
 


