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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 
NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT PERMITS 

NRD-2014-0140 
75 RAINEY STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1904 house to an as-yet unspecified location. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a full-width, shed-roofed 
independent porch on turned wood posts with gingerbread-style brackets; double front 
doors with transoms above; single 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1904 by Wesley and Martha Hammond.  
Wesley Hammond was an Iowa-born butcher, who eventually opened his own meat market 
with Thomas Cuneo on E. 6th Street.  He and his wife, Martha, lived here until around 
1915, when they built the house next door, known as 75 ½ Rainey Street.  Hammond 
continued to own this house, however, and rented it out (his son, Robert, was the applicant 
for a city water service permit in 1931).  The house was a rental unit for over 70 years.  The 
tenants were generally working-class, and included carpenters, painters, a cabinetmaker, 
and employees of the Austin Cat and Dog Hospital.  George and Alice Elsey rented the 
house around 1920 – he was a photographer with his own studio in the 100 block of 
Congress Avenue.  The longest-staying tenants were Chester and Lottie Puckett, who 
rented the house from the late 1920s until the late 1930s.  Chester Puckett was a truck 
driver for the City Street and Bridge Department. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the Rainey Street National Register Historic District, and 
retains a high degree of architectural integrity. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the relocation permit once the proposed location is finalized.  The owner of the 
house lived here with her family and wants the house to remain as a family home, 
something that is now impossible in its current location.  Staff recommends the completion 
of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center, before release of the permit. 

Staff would also encourage the applicant to give further thought to retaining the house on –
site, even though its utility as a family home is negligible in its current location.  Retaining 
the house on site, even if it means that it would be converted to restaurant or club use, 
would retain more of the historic character and context of Rainey Street, and several 
property owners are embracing the idea of using the existing houses for new uses; it would 
be commendable to retain this house on site to be a part of the preservation of the character 
of the district. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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75 Rainey Street 
ca. 1904 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
75 Rainey Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2015 
 
1992  Edward and Maria E. Bernhardt, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Maria E. Morales, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Lorine Lopez, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Lorine Lopez was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1973  Gregg D. and Sylvia Sanchez, renters 
  Driver, Yellow Cab, 509 E. 5th Street. 
 
1968  Gregg D. and Sylvia Sanchez, renters 
  Laborer 
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1962  Herculano and Idialina Avila, renters 
Kennel helper, Austin Cat and Dog Hospital, 506 E. 5th Street. 

 
1959  Vacant 
 
1955  Janie Torres, renter 
  Cook, Piccadilly Cafeteria, 801 Congress Avenue. 
 
1952  Vacant 

NOTE:  Victor and Sallie Zapata are listed at 77 Rainey Street; he was a helper 
at the Austin Cat and Dog Hospital 
 

1949  Victor R. and Celia Zapata, renters 
  Helper 
 
1947  Victor R. Zapata, renter 
  Helper, Austin Cat and Dog Hospital, 506 E. 5th Street. 
 
1944-45 Victor R. Zapata, renter 
  Helper, Austin Cat and Dog Hospital, 506 E. 5th Street. 
 
1941  Dennis W. and Pearl Blackmore, renters 
  Painter 
 
1939  Dennis W. and Pearl Blackmore, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1937  William A. and Maudie Russell, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1935  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, renters 
  Truck driver, City Street and Bridge Department 

 
1932-33 Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, renters 

Employed by the City Street and Bridge Department 
 
1930-31 Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, owners 
  Truck driver, City Street Department 
 
1929  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett, renters 
  Truck driver, City Street Department 
 
1927  Fred (Fritz) and Karoll Beckheyer, renters 
  Cabinetmaker, Calcasieu Lumber Company 
  NOTE:  Chester R. and Lottie Puckett are not listed in the directory. 
 
1924  Otto and Mattie Brunner, renters 
  Painter 
 
1922  Lula L. Puckett, renter 

No occupation listed 
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1920  George B. and Alice Elsey, renters 
  Photographer, 109 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed is F. Hazel Elsey, a saleswoman. 
 
1918  Emmett B. and Elsie Webb, renters 
  Teamster, City Street Department 
 
1916  Charles Work 
  Carpenter 

NOTE:  Wesley W.. Hammond is listed at 75½ Rainey Street; he was the 
proprietor (with Thomas Cuneo), of Hammond & Cuneo, meats, 423 E. 6th Street. 

 
1914  Wesley W. Hammond 

Proprietor (with Thomas Cuneo), Hammond & Cuneo, meats, 423 E. 6th Street. 
 
1912-13 Wesley W. Hammond 

Proprietor (with Thomas Cuneo), Hammond & Cuneo, meats, 423 E. 6th Street. 
 
1910-11 Wesley W. Hammond 

Proprietor (with Thomas Cuneo), Hammond & Cuneo, meats, 507 E.6th Street. 
 
1909-10 Wesley W. Hammond 

Proprietor, Fulton Market, 213 E. 6th Street. 
 
1906-07 Wesley W. Hammond 
  Butcher 
 
1905  Wesley W. Hammond 
  Butcher 

NOTE:  The main section of the directory shows Wesley W. Hammond living at 
209 E. 4th Street. 

 
1903-04 Unknown 

NOTE:  Wes Hammond is listed as a butcher for John A. Sheehan, the proprietor 
of the Washington Meat Market, 122 Congress Avenue; Wes Hammond boarded 
with L. Wallace Bell, an engineer at the Austin Waterworks; they lived on the 
south side of W. 3rd Street between Rio Grande Street and West Avenue. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Wesley W. Hammond (ca. 1904 – ca. 1915) 
Wesley (William W.) and Martha Hammond appear in the 1910 U.S. Census at this address.  
Both were 40 years old.  Hammond had been born in Iowa and was a butcher.  Martha 
Hammond had been born in Germany, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children 
listed with them. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows W.W. and Martha Hammond a the owners of the house at 75 ½ 
Rainey Street.  Hammond was a butcher in a market. 
 
At this house, 75 Rainey Street, were George B. and Alice Elsey, who are shown as renters.  
George B. Elsey was 69, had been born in Missouri, and was a photographer in a gallery.  Alice 
A. Elsey was 57, had been born in Indiana, and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, 
Hazel, 17, who had been born in Missouri, and was a clerk in a dry goods store. 
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Chester R. and Lottie Puckett (ca. 1928 – ca. 1936) 
Chester and Lottie Puckett appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of this house.  
Chester Puckett was 26, had been born in Texas, and was a truck driver for the City.  Lottie 
Puckett was 27, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had a 3-year old 
son, Raymond.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows Chester and Lottie Puckett renting the house at 
67 Waller Street.  He was a truck driver for the City.  In addition to their son, Raymond, they had 
a 6-year old daughter, Fay.  Lottie Puckett’s mother, Hattie Cooper, a 59-year old widow, also 
lived with them. 
 

 
Obituary of Chester Puckett 

Austin American-Statesman, December 23, 1977 
 
Dennis and Pearl Blackmore (ca. 1938 – ca. 1942) 
Dennis and Pearl Blackmore appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of this house.  
Dennis Blackmore was 27, had been born in Texas, and was a painter.  Pearl Blackmore was 
26, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children, between the 
ages of 8 and 1.  Dennis Blackmore died in 1945 in World War II combat in Belgium. 
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Victor and Celia Zapata (ca. 1943 – ca. 1951) 

 
Obituary of Victor Zapata 

Austin American-Statesman, May 18, 1997 
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The 1921 Sanborn map  shows the house and the house next door (75½ Rainey Street) which 

was built by Wesley Hammond, the first occupant of this houset 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house.  The 1961 map shows the same configuration as this 

map. 
 

 
Water service permit to Robert J. Hammond for this house (1931) 

 


