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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-1117 
1409 CANTERBURY STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1909 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, frame house with a partial-width shed-roofed porch on 
plain, square wood posts; single 2:2 fenestration; fish-scale imbrication in the tympanum of 
the projecting front gable; synthetic siding. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1909, and was listed as vacant in the 1909-10 
city directory.  The first occupant was H. Luke Presnell, who was a driver for an ice plant; 
he lived here only until around 1912.  George J. Shelton, a blacksmith, lived here through 
the mid-1910s.  The house was then rented by a Canadian-born widow, Nellie Starr, and 
her brother, George Dolan.  Nellie Starr was the widow of a driver for the Fire Department; 
George Dolan was an assistant driver for the Fire Department, but the 1920 city directory 
shows him as a foreman for the Austin Coca-Cola Bottling Plant.  Nellie Starr and George 
Dolan lived here until around 1923. 

Sterling C. Bryant and his wife, Froney are listed as the owners and occupants of the house 
from the mid-1920s until around 1929.  Sterling Bryant was a laborer in a lumber yard.  
Robert M. McCall and his wife, Joyce are listed as the owners of the house in the 1930 U.S. 
Census as well as the 1930-31 city directory.  Robert McCall was 80 in 1930 and had no 
occupation listed.  He and Joyce lived here until around 1931.  Norman E. Rutledge, a 
fireman, and his wife, Beulah, owned and occupied the house through the rest of the 1930s.  
From around 1940 to around 1950, the house was owned and occupied by Charles and 
Vivian Puryear.  At the time that he lived in this house, Charles Puryear was a pipefitter 
and steamfitter.  He and Frank Bradshaw eventually opened a plumbing and heating 
contracting firm, and later, Puryear had his own plumbing and heating contracting 
business. 

The house was a rental through the 1950s and early 1960s, when it was purchased by 
Arnold and Olga Ramirez, who lived here for the rest of their lives.  Arnold Ramirez was an 
attendant and later supervisor at Austin State Hospital. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed in the East Austin Historic Survey (1980), indicating its significance. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house is in an extremely deteriorated 
condition, and rehabilitation is not economically feasible. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1409 Canterbury Street 
ca. 1909 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1409 Canterbury Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2015 
 
1992  Arnold and Olga Ramirez, renters 
  Supervisor, Austin State Hospital 
 
1985-86 Arnold and Olga Ramirez, renters 
  Supervisor, Austin State Hospital 
 
1981  Arnold and Olga M. Ramirez, renters 
  Nursing service worker, Austin State Hospital 
 
1977  Juan L. and Olga M. Ramirez, owners 
  Carpenter, Austin State Hospital 
 
1973  Arnold and Olga Ramirez, renters 
  Attendant, Austin State Hospital 
 
1968  Fred and Olga Ramirez, renters 
  Attendant, Austin State Hospital 
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1962  Fernando and Petra Marrero, Jr., renters 
  Presser, Shamrock Cleaners, 3507 Jefferson Street. 
  Also listed is Jesus Marrero, a student. 
 
1959  Fernando and Petra Marrero, Jr., renters 
  Presser, Shamrock Cleaners, 3507 Jefferson Street. 
 
1955  Horace and Lois Glass, renters 
  Construction worker, Ricks Construction, 714 Denson Drive. 
 
1952  Thomas E. and Beulah Swenson, renters 
  Attendant, Confederate Men’s Home 
 
1949  Charles G. and Vivian Puryear, owners 

Proprietor (with L.H. Bradshaw), Bradshaw & Puryear, plumbing and heating 
contractors, 103 Brazos Street. 

 
1947  Charles G. and Vivian Puryear, owners 

Proprietor (with Frank Bradshaw), Bradshaw & Puryear, plumbers, 103 Brazos 
Street. 

 
1944-45 Charles G. and Vinia Puryear, owners 
  Steamfitter 
 
1941  Charles G. and Vivian Puryear, renters 
  Pipefitter 
 
1939  Norman E. and Beulah Rutledge, owners 
  City fireman 
 
1937  Norman E. and Beulah Rutledge, renters 
  City fireman 
 
1935  Norman E. and Beulah H. Rutledge, owners 
  Ladderman, Central Fire Station 
 
1932-33 Lewis F. and Fannie M. Skog, renters 
  Carpenter 

NOTE:  Norman E. Rutledge (no wife listed) lived at 114 W. 8th Street; he was a 
ladderman for the City Fire Department. 

 
1930-31 Robert M. and Joyce A. McCall, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Lena Bryant, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1929  Sterling C. and Fronia Bryant, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Lena Bryant is not listed in the directory. 
 
  R. Haley and Inez Carter, renters 
  No occupation listed 
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1927  Sterling C. and Froney Bryant, owners 
  Helper, Brydson Lumber Company, 415 W. 19th Street. 
 
1924  Sterling C. Bryant, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Bennett F. and Helena Bryant, he was a lineman for the City Light 
Department, Inez Bryant, the widow of Alex Bryant, no occupation listed; and 
Raymond Bryant, no occupation listed.  

 
1922  Nellie Starr, renter 
  Widow, James P. Starr 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Kathleen Starr, no occupation stated; and Mamie Starr, a student 
at St. Mary’s Academy. 
NOTE:  Sterling C. Bryant is listed as a repairman for the Austin Street Railway; 
he lived at 2013 Holly Street. 

 
1920  George M. Dolan, renter 
  Foreman, Austin Coca-Cola Bottling Plant, 121 W. 1st Street. 
 
1918  Nellie Starr, renter 
  Widow, James P. Starr 
  No occupation lsited 
 
1916  George J. Shelton 
  Blacksmith, John Dillingham, blacksmith, 2207 East Avenue. 
 
1914  George J. Shelton 

Blacksmith, John Hildinger & Son, blacksmith and auto repairs, 3000 Guadalupe 
Street. 

 
1912-13 George J. Shelton 
  Elevator operator, State Capitol 

NOTE:  H. Luke Presnell is listed as living on the east side of S. Congress 
Avenue, 4 blocks south of Johanna Street; he was a driver for the Lone Star Ice 
Company, manufacturers and dealers in ice, 207 Colorado Street; factory, 201 
W. 1st Street, corner Colorado Street. 

 
1910-11 H. Luke Presnell 

Driver, Consumers Fuel and Ice Company, coal and ice, 4th and Red River 
Streets. 

 
1909-10 Vacant 

NOTE:  Henry L. Presnell is listed at 1410 Willow Street; he was a driver for the 
Lone Star ice factor, 207 Colorado Street.  

 
1906-07 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Luke Presnell (ca. 1910 – 1912) 
Henry Luke Presnell’s 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that he was living in 
Austin; had been born January 13, 1873, and was self-employed as a farmer.  The 1930 U.S. 
Census shows Henry L. and Ada Presnell as the owners of a house on Breckenridge Road in 
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South Austin.  Their house was worth $6,000.  Henry L. Presnell was 57, had been born in 
Tennessee, and was a salesman for an ice plant.  He died in 1955 in Blanco, Texas.   
 
George J. Shelton (ca. 1912 – ca. 1917) 
George J. Shelton appears in the 1920 U.S. Census with his wife, Willie L. and 4 children.  The 
family rented their home at 1400 Garden Street in Austin.  George J. Shelton was 42, had been 
born in Texas, and was a blacksmith with his own shop.  His oldest son, Frank, was a clerk in a 
grocery store.  With the family lived Willie L. Shelton’s parents, Milton and Ida Vardell; Milton 
Vardell was employed at the State Capitol; Ida Vardell was a stenographer in a book store.  The 
1910 U.S. Census shows the family living at 1410 Garden Street.  George J. Shelton was listed 
as blacksmith. 
 
George M. Dolan and Nellie Starr (ca. 1917 – ca. 1923) 
George M. Dolan and Nellie Starr appear in the 1920 U.S. Census as the renters of this house.  
Nellie Star was a 35-year old widow; George M. Dolan was her brother.  Both had been born in 
Canada.  Nellie Starr had no occupation listed; George M. Dolan was a caller for the Houston 
and Texas Central Railroad.  Nellie Starr had 4 children: Kathleen, 15; Mamie, 13; Anna Lee, 
11; and George, 5.  All of the children had been born in Texas and none had an occupation 
listed.  The 1910 U.S. Census shows George Dolan living with his sister, Nellie Starr, and 
Nellie’s husband, James Starr, at 1005 Lydia Street in Austin.  George Dolan was an assistant 
driver for the Fire Department.  His brother-in-law, James Starr was a driver for the Fire 
Company.  Nellie Starr had no occupation listed.  George Dolan died in Austin in 1929. 
 

 
Obituary of George M. Dolan 

Austin American, December 22, 1929 
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Obituary of Nellie Starr 

Austin Statesman, June 20, 1940 
 
Sterling C. and Froney Bryant (ca. 1923 – ca. 1929) 
Sterling C. and Fronie M. Bryant appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owners of a house on a 
rural route in Travis County.  Sterling C. Bryant was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a 
laborer in a lumber yard.  Fronie Bryant was 25, had been born in Texas, and was a laundress 
at the Scottish Rite Temple.  They had a son, Sterling, Jr., 5.  With them lived Richard and Inez 
Carter, who were relatives.  Both were 50; both had been born in Texas.  Richard Carter was a 
laborer doing odd jobs; Inez Carter had no occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Sterling C. Bryant 

Austin Statesman, August 22, 1946 
 
Robert and Joyce McCall (ca. 1930 – ca. 1931) 
Robert M. and Joyce McCall appear as the owners of this house in the 1930 U.S. Census.  The 
house was worth $2,000.  Robert M. McCall was 80, had been born in Texas, and had no 
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occupation listed.  Joyce McCall was 77, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had a roomer, Frederica Siegler, a 79-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation 
listed. 
 
Norman and Beulah Rutledge (ca. 1934 – ca. 1939) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows N. Ellis and Beulah Rutledge at 1502 Fredericksburg Road, a 
house they owned.  Ellis Rutledge was 31, had been born in Texas, and was a fireman.  Beulah 
Rutledge was 26, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 sons: 
Darrell, 4; and Norman, 1. 
 
 
Charles G. and Vivian Puryear (ca. 1940 – ca. 1950) 
Charles G. and Vivian Puryear appear as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census.  
The house was worth $1,800.  Charles Puryear was 33, had been born in Texas, and was a 
pipefitter.  Vivian Puryear was 34, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed.  
They had no children listed with them. 
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Obituary of Charles G. Puryear 

Austin American-Statesman, February 13, 1979 
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Arnold and Olga Ramirez (ca. 1965 – ca. 2014) 
 

 
Obituary of Arnold Ramirez 

Austin American-Statesman, June 29, 2008 
 
RAMIREZ, Olga 
Olga Ramirez, 79, of Austin, Texas, passed away peacefully on April 8, 2014.  Preceded in death by, Husband Arnold 
Ramirez, Father John Ramirez, and Mother Carmen Ramirez.  Is survived by her four children, Mary Ann DeHoyos, 
Arnold Ramirez Jr., Sylvia Ramirez and John Ramirez, Sisters Carmen Lopez, Virginia Ledesma and Ellen Garza. 
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Eight grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.  The memorial mass will be 
held at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 1206 E. 9th Street Austin Tx. 78702 on April 17th, 2014 at 11:00 am. 

Obituary of Olga Ramirez 
Austin American-Statesman, April 13, 2014 

 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to Charles Puryear to re-roof the house and re-floor the front porch (1963) 

 
 
 


