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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0058 
607 ELMWOOD PLACE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1925 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, clipped front-gabled frame bungalow with a partial-width 
shed-roofed partially-inset porch on posts and piers; single and triple 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1925; the first owners and occupants were 
Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood, who lived here until around 1931.  Alonzo Norwood was a 
barber by trade, and in the late 1920s, he was the manager and part-owner of the Norwood 
Motoramp.  He was from Lone Oak in northeast Texas, and eventually moved back to 
northeast Texas after living in Austin for a few years. 

The house was owned and occupied by Walter H. and Winifred McNeill from around 1931 to 
around 1939.  Walter H. McNeill was an associate professor in civil engineering at the 
University of Texas while he and his family lived in this house.   He later became the chair 
of the Department of Drawing in the School of Engineering, and was chair of the 
Engineering Placement Committee and supervisor of courses in the Engineering Defense 
Training Program. 

From around 1939 to around 1953, the house was rented by prominent Austin businessman 
J. Gordon Wilcox, and his wife, Anna.  Wilcox had been the president of a large coffee 
roasting business in Austin in the early 20th century, and went on to work as an auditor 
and accountant for the State Railroad Commission.  From the mid-1950s onward, the house 
has been a rental property with a variety of tenants, but mostly students.  In the mid-
1970s, the house was divided up into several apartments, rented to students. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house appears in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a 
priority for research. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use to the greatest extent possible.  Elmwood 
Place is adjacent to the UT campus, but it, and the surrounding streets were historically an 
enclave of upper middle-class residents, including prominent professors, businessmen, and 
clergy, who called this neighborhood home.  While this house probably does not qualify as 
an individual historic landmark, it is an integral part of this central neighborhood, and 
every consideration towards preservation of these bungalows and this neighborhood should 
be undertaken prior to entertaining demolition of yet another 90-year old structure. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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607 Elmwood Place 
ca. 1925 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
607 Elmwood Place 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2015 
 
1992  Tina Wood, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 A: Matthew K. Wickham, renter 
   Drafter 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Matthew K. Wickham was a new 
resident at this address. 

  B: Joan A. Zapata, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Joan A. Zapata was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1981  Linda Latham, renter 
  Office secretary, State Highway Department 
 
1977  A: Mary C. Gee, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mary C. Gee was a new resident at 
this address. 

  B: Lynn Harrell, renter 
   Student 
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1973  Jackie Kleypas, renter 
  Student 
 
1968  Vacant 
 
1962  Samuel L. and Betty Lindsey, renters 
  Salesman 
 
1959  Phocion S. and Julie Park, III, renters 
  Design engineer, City Engineering Department 
 
1955  Eugene E. Wiese, renter 
  Student 
 
1952  J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox, renters 
  Accountant, State Railroad Commission 
 
1949  J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox, renters 
  Accountant, State Railroad Commission 
 
1947  J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox, renters 
  Accountant, State Railroad Commission 
 
1944-45 J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox, renters 
  Accountant, State Railroad Commission 
 
  Bruce and Jenelle Gibson, renters 
  U.S. Army 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1942  J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox, owners 

President-general manger, Wilcox-Nelson Company, coffee roasters, 214-16 W. 
4th Street. 

 
1941  J. Gordon and Nan Wilcox, renters 
  Clerk, City Tax Assessor and Collector 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1939  Walter H. and Winifred McNeill, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 

NOTE:  J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox are listed at 209 W. 33rd Street; he was the 
president and general manager of Wilcox-Nelson Company, coffee roasters. 

 
1937  Walter H. and Winifred McNeill, renters 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1935  Walter H. and Winifred McNeill, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1932-33 Walter H. and Winifred McNeill, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
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  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1930-31 Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Walter H. and Winifred McNeill are listed at 910 Poplar Street; he was an 
associate professor at the University of Texas. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1929  Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood, owners 

Proprietor (with Dudley Miller and Montreal W. Gove), Norwood Motoramp 
Company, 7th and Colorado Streets. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1927  Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 217 Elmwood Place. 
 
1924  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood are listed at 1306 E. 1st Street; he was 
the proprietor (with Will J. Pike), of the Pike-Norwood Motor Car Company, Nash 
and Marmon sales and service, 209-11 W. 6th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood (ca. 1925 – ca. 1932) 
Alonzo B. and Maud Norwood appear as the renters of a house in Lone Oak, Hunt County, 
Texas, in the 1920 U.S. Census.  Alonzo B. Norwood was 36, had been born in Texas to 
Georgia-born parents, and was a barber in his own shop .  Maud Norwood was 35, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Alonzo B. and Maude Norwood as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $5,000.  Alonzo Norwood was the assistant manager of a garage.  Maude 
Norwood had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Eula N. (Norma), who was 8. 
 
By 1940, according to the U.S. Census of that year, Lonzo and Maude Norwood were living in 
Longview, Texas, where they rented a house with their daughter, Norma, 19.  They had lived in 
Brownwood, Texas in 1935.  Lonzo Norwood was barber.  Alonzo B. Norwood died May 21, 
1962 in Dallas.  According to his death certificate, he had lived in Dallas for 7 years; he had 
been born in 1883 in San Augustine, Texas, and was a retired barber. 
 
Walter H. and Winifred McNeill (ca. 1932 – ca. 1939) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Walter H. and Winifred McNeill as the owners of the house at 
1407 Wathen Avenue in Austin.  That house was worth $10,000.  Walter McNeill was 51, had 
been born in Texas, and was a teacher at the University of Texas; Winifred McNeill was 43, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 daughters: Mary Jane, 9. And 
Ann Millicent, 8. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Walter H. and Winifred McNeill as the renters of a duplex at 2808 
North Guadalupe Street (now Hemphill Park Avenue) in Austin.  Walter McNeill was a teacher at 
the State University; Winifred McNeill had no occupation listed.  On the other side of the duplex 
was another pair of UT professors. 
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Memorial Resolution for Walter H. McNeill, University of Texas School of Engineering (1951) 

 
 
J. Gordon and Anna Wilcox (ca. 1939 – ca. 1953) 
J. Gordon and Anna R. Wilcox appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of this house.  
J.G. Wilcox was 55, had been born in Texas, and was the manager of a wholesale coffee 
business.  Anna R. Wilcox was 51, had been born in Texas, and a music teacher in a studio.  
They had a son, Harry W., 23, who had been born in Texas and was an office clerk for the 
Texas Unemployment Compensation Commission. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows John G. and Anna Wilcox renting the house at 209 W. 33rd Street 
in Austin.  John G. Wilcox was the president of a coffee roasting company; Anna Wilcox was a 
piano accompanist in a studio.  They had 4 children: Rosalie, 21, a book-keeper for the coffee 
roasting company; John G. Wilcox, Jr., 20, a shipping clerk for the coffee roasting company; 
Peyton Wilcox, 19, a checker at a gravel pit; and Harry Wilcox, 13, who had no occupation 
listed.  The family had a servant, Rosa Orn, 21, who had been born in Texas. 
 
Anna Wilcox died in 1959; J. Gordon Wilcox died in Mineral Wells, Texas in 1963; he was in a 
sanitarium there at the time of his death. 
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Obituary of J. Gordon Wilcox 

Austin American-Statesman, February 10, 1963 
 

 
 


