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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0003 HLC DATE:  March 23, 2015 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Stasswender House and associated buildings 
 
WATERSHED:   Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  807 E. 16th Street, 807½ E. 16th Street, 
809 E. 16th Street, 811 E. 16th Street, 1506 Waller Street. 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
to SF-3-H-NP for the Stasswender House only.  The other houses on the site do not have 
sufficient significance or ties to the Stasswender House to warrant the creation of a historic 
district including all of the house, or for individual landmark designation. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The Stasswender House (811 E. 16th Street) has significance in the areas of architecture 
and historical associations with Anton Stasswender, the city’s premier stonecutter and 
grave monument maker. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 
These buildings were brought to the attention of the Commission by citizens seeking to 
preserve the Stasswender House and possibly associated cottages on 16th Street and at 1506 
Waller Street.  The Commission agreed to initiate the historic zoning case on all of the 
structures brought to their attention by the citizens.  The property owner is agreeable to 
historic zoning for the Stasswender House, but opposes historic zoning for the cottages on 
16th Street and the house at 1506 Waller Street.  These houses have been previously 
reviewed by the Commission on demolition permit applications which have now expired.  
The Commission decided to release the demolition permits upon completion of 
documentation packages for the associated houses. 
The citizens are requesting that the Commission consider several scenarios for the 
preservation of the various structures on this site – first the preservation of the 
Stasswender House and all of the associated cottages; second, the preservation of the 
Stasswender House and the house at 1506 Waller Street, which has a tie to the 
Stasswender family; and finally, for the preservation of the Stasswender House only.  The 
property owner is agreeable to the designation of the Stasswender House, but will not agree 
to the designation of the other houses subject to this case. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
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CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   
Organization of East Austin Neighborhoods 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
811 E. 16th Street: One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled stucco house on a 
raised basement with a central, partial-width, shed-roofed independent porch on square 
posts and piers; single and paired 1:1 fenestration, including a pair of 1:1 windows in the 
tympanum of the front gable; sidelights surrounding the door; Craftsman-style front door.  
The house has a noticeably steep pitch to the gabled roof. 
807 E. 16th Street:  One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a 
partial-width, inset porch under a slightly projecting secondary front gable; round, wood 
porch posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration.  The house has two front doors, at right 
angles to each other, off the front porch. 
807½ E. 16th Street:  One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame cottage with a front-
gabled independent entry hood; off-set front entry; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
809 E. 16th Street:  One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled, frame cottage with a front-
gabled, independent entry hood; off-set front entry; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
1506 Waller Street: One-story, rectangular-plan, clipped front-gabled frame bungalow with 
a clipped front-gabled entry hood; off-set front entry; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
Historical Associations: 
811 E. 16th Street – The Stasswender House. 
The Stasswender House  was built around 1928 by Anton and Anna Stasswender, who moved 
here from across Waller Street.  They had previously rented the house at 901 E. 16th Street. 
Both Anton and Anna Stasswender had been born in Germany, as had their oldest daughter, 
Katherine (born around 1910).  Anton Stasswender was a very prominent stone cutter and 
grave monument maker in Austin.  He started his career in the late 1910s working for Aubry 
Gooch, a granite and limestone contractor, who had his stone yard at 1400 E. 4th Street.  
Around 1920, Stasswender moved to 901 E. 16th Street, very close to the City Cemetery 
(Oakwood) and started his own business, crafting “monuments, tombstones, and all kinds of 
architectural marble work.”  His stone yard was at Gooch’s old site at 1400 E. 4th Street.  
Stasswender soon partnered with John Schmidly, establishing Stasswender and Schmidly with 
their stoneworks on E. 4th Street.  They specialized in marble and granite.  By 1926, he had 
moved his monument yard to 901 E. 16th street, the house he had rented, adjacent to Oakwood 
Cemetery.  He maintained his display yard at 901 E. 16th Street when he built this house in 
1928, and kept the manufacturing at the old E. 4th Street site.  In the early 1940s, Stasswender 
expanded his business to include concrete burial vaults.  After World War II, he changed the 
name of his enterprises to the Stasswender Granite Works, which specialized in marble and 
cut stone monuments, as well as concrete burial vaults.  His son Tony (Anton, Jr.) became the 
manager of the family enterprises in the late 1940s.  After Anton Stasswender died in 1954, his 
widow Anna took on the business, with Tony Stasswender as the manager.  Tony Stasswender 
then partnered with Grogan Howell for form the Howell-Stasswender Memorials on Hancock 
Drive.  Anna Stasswender remained in this house until her death in 1976.  After her death,  
the house became a rental property consisting of several apartments and rooms for rent. 
 
807, 807½ and 809 E. 16th Street 
The houses at 807, 807½, and 809 E. 16th Street are just to the west of the Stasswender House.  
The houses were all built in the early to mid-1930s by Anton Stasswender as rental properties.  
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The house at 807 E. 16th Street is actually on a separate lot; the other houses are on the same 
lot as the Stasswender House at 811 E. 16th Street. 
 
It does not appear that he built these houses for any of his own workers, but instead, rented 
them out.  None of his tenants were connected to the Stasswenders’ business, although his 
son, Tony, lived in another adjacent house at 1506 Waller Street.  The houses are 
configured on the lot at a right angle to each other; the house at 807 E. 16th faces the street; 
the house at 807½ E. 16th faces the adjacent Stasswender House to the east; and the house 
at 809 E. 16th is set at the back of the lot, and faces the street, with the front yard of 807½ 
and the side yard of 807 as its front yard.  The back of Tony Stasswender’s house at 1506 
Waller Street faces the side of the house at 809.  As an aside, the house at 1506 Waller 
Street, another early 1930s cottage, was originally rented out to others; Tony Stasswender 
and his family were not the original occupants. 
 
807 E. 16th Street: 
The house, like that at 807½ E. 16th Street, dates from 1931.  The first known tenants were 
Claude H. Miears, a prominent ear, nose, and throat physician, and his wife, Edith, who 
rented the house from 1931 until 1940, when they bought a house on Shoalwood Avenue 
and moved there.  Dr. Miears had his office in the Scarbrough Building.  He had grown up 
in Lockhart, Texas, attended college and medical school in Oklahoma, and was licensed to 
practice medicine in Texas in 1926.  He practiced in Corsicana in the late 1920s, and came 
to Austin in 1930.  He and Edith moved into this house shortly after their move to Austin. 
In 1940, the house was rented to a widow, Nora Lee Branch, and her children.  Nora Lee 
Branch was a cook at the State School, and had moved here from Fort Worth.  She is not 
listed in an Austin city directory.  Nils Axel Blomquist, and his wife, Adele, rented the 
house in the early 1940s; he was a salesman for the Hicks Rubber Company, which was a 
Humble gas station on Congress Avenue that also specialized in tires and batteries.  From 
the mid- to the late 1940s, the house was rented by widower Charles C. Flesher, and his 
daughter, Frances White.  Flesher worked for the WPA; Frances was a book-keeper.  A 
series of tenants occupied the house in the late 1940s and early 1950s; it was then rented 
by Theron and Alice Park, who lived here from the mid-1950s  until the late 1970s.  By the 
time they moved here, the Parks were retired; he had grown up on a farm in rural Travis 
County, and in 1940, was listed as a farm laborer in Grape Creek, Texas, near San Angelo 
in Tom Green County. 
807½ E. 16th Street: 
Like the house at 807 E. 16th Street, this house also dates from around 1931, but is a 
completely different style than the house at 807, which is very bungalow-like in its design, 
whereas the house at 807 ½ is a very plain house with a minimal front porch.  Dell Martin, 
and his wife, Corinne, were the first tenants of the house, and lived here from around 1931 
to around 1934.  Dell Martin worked in filling stations in the 1930s and 1940s, although the 
city directories do not list his occupation.  The house was vacant in the mid-1930s, then 
rented by Lonnie A. Farris, and his wife, Georgia.  Lonnie Farris was a barber; Georgia 
Farris was a private secretary for the State Board of Insurance.  They lived here until 
around 1943, when the house was rented by Bertha K. Rolf, a spinster who had lived with 
her widowed brother before moving into this house.  Bertha Rolf’s parents had come from 
Sweden, and she was buried in the New Sweden Cemetery in northeastern Travis County 
when she died in 1958.  She never had an occupation listed in the city directories.  After 
Ms. Rolf’s death in 1958, the house was home to a series of short-term tenants, or was listed 
as vacant. 
809 E. 16th Street: 
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The house at 809 E. 16th Street dates from 1934, and is different in style from both 807 and 
807 ½ E. 16th Street.  The first tenants of the house were Cecil V. and Katie (or Kalei) 
Pollard, who lived here from around 1934 to around 1936.  Cecil V. Pollard was an Idaho-
born instructor in Germanic languages at the University of Texas.  Pollard had done his 
undergraduate work at the University of Utah, and had gone to Germany in the mid-1920s 
as a Mormon missionary.  He earned his master’s in Germanic languages from the 
University of Texas in the early 1930s, and taught German at UT until the late 1950s, also 
serving as Chairman of the Department of Germanic Languages at UT in the 1940s and 
early 1950s.   
From around 1936 to around 1950, the house was rented by Bailey B. Compton, and his 
wife, Frances.  Bailey Compton was born in Austin, and was a tailor, then a clothes cleaner 
and dyer, first for Kelly Smith, then for George Wesley.  After service in World War II, he 
returned to Austin and worked for the hardware business of Sterzing and Miles on E. 6th 
Street.  Before World War II, Frances Compton had been a nurse for Dr. Benjamin 
Eppright; she does not list an occupation in the city directories after 1945.  From around 
1953 until her death in 1979, the house was rented by Margaret (Margarethe) Wenkheimer, 
who had been born in Berlin, Germany, and had managed a farm in Kansas for many years 
before moving to Austin and her retirement. 
1506 Waller Street: 
The house at 1506 Waller Street dates from 1934.  The first tenants of the house were W.J 
Shaw, Jr., and his wife, Eunice.  W.J. Shaw, Jr. was the son of W.J. Shaw, who owned the W.J. 
Shaw Furniture Company on 6th Street.  They rented the house until around 1936.  There were 
a series of renters until around 1946, when Tony and Blanche Stasswender rented the house.  
Tony was managing the Stasswender Granite Works for his parents.  They lived here until 
around  1960.  The house then became a rental unit again with tenants including a carpenter 
and a paperhanger. 
 
PARCEL NO.:   
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  E. 70 feet of Lots 6 and 7, and the south 53.5 feet of the east 70 
feet of Lot 8, Block A, Outlot 42, Division B, Rector’s subdivision. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $ (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,000 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $ 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residential 
 
CONDITION:  Fair to good 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  WJP Swede Hill LLC 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1928 – ca. 1934 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Very few. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Anton and Anna Stasswender 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the Stasswender House at 16th and Waller (red), and the 
houses at 807, 807 ½, 809 E. 16th Street (blue) and the house at 1506 Waller Street (purple).  
The Stasswender’s first house in the neighborhood, at 901 E. 16th Street, is shown in green. 
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Austin Statesman, November 24, 1934 

 
 

 
Austin Statesman, October 22, 1953 
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LOCATION MAP 
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811 E. 16th Street 
ca. 1928 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
811 E. 16th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2007 
 
1987  Kelly Brown, renter 

Employed by Texas Mid-Continental Oil and Gas Association, a non-profit 
association, 400 W. 15th Street. 

  ½: Arturo and Maria Borrego, renters 
Employed by Contessa Food Service, Contessa dormitory, 2706 Nueces 
Street. 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Arturo and Maria Borrego were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1981  No return 
  ½: Ida M. Manor, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Ida M. Manor was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1975  A: Ann Stasswender, owner 
   Widow, Anton Stasswender 
   Retired 
  B: Thomas Bertschler, renter 
   Student 
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1969  Ann Stasswender, owner 

Widow, Anton Stasswender 
  Retired 
 
1963  Anna Stasswender, owner 

Widow, Anton Stasswender 
  No occupation listed 
 
1957  Anna Stasswender, owner 
  Widow, Anton Stasswender 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Anton Stasswender, the proprietor (with Grogan L. Howell), Howell-
Stasswender Memorials, 2715 Hancock Drive; and Katherine Stasswender, no 
occupation given. 

 
1954  Anna Stasswender, owner 
  Widow, Anton Stasswender 

Proprietor, A. Stasswendder Granite Works (Tony Stasswender, manager), 
marble and granite monumental works, concrete burial vaults, 1400 E. 4th Street. 

  Also listed is Katherine Stasswender, no occupation given. 
NOTE:  Tony Stasswender lived at 1506 Waller Street. 
 

1952  Anton and Annie Stasswender, owners 
Proprietor, A. Stasswender Granite Works, marble and granite monumental 
works, concrete burial vaults (Tony Stasswender, manager), 1400 E. 4th Street. 

 
1949  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Proprietor, A. Stasswender Granite Works, marble and granite monumental 
works, concrete burial vaults (Tony Stasswender, manager), 1400 E. 4th Street. 

  Also listed is Catherine Stasswender, no occupation given. 
 
1947  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Proprietor, Texas Concrete Vault Company and Stasswender Granite Works, 
marble and cut stone monumental works, concrete burial vaults, 1400 E. 4th 
Street. 

 
1944-45 Anton and Annie Stasswender, owners 

Proprietor, Texas Concrete Vault Company, monumental work, 1400 E. 4th 
Street. 
Also listed are Anne A. Stasswender, a teacher in the public schools; and 
Katherine M. Stasswender, no occupation given. 

 
1942  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Proprietor, Texas Concrete Vault Company, monumental work, 1400 E. 4th 
Street. 
Also listed are Anne A. Stasswender, a student at the University of Texas; Anton 
H. Stasswender, a draftsman; and Katherine Stasswender, no occupation given. 

 
1940  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Designer and manufacturer of granite and marble monuments, all kinds of stone 
work, 1400 E. 4th Street; show yard, 811 E. 16th Street. 
Also listed are Anne A. Stasswender, a student at the University of Texas; Anton 
H. Stasswender, no occupation given; and Katherine Stasswender, the secretary 
to Anton Stasswender. 
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1937  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Designer and manufacturer of granite and marble monuments, all kinds of stone 
work, 1400 E. 4th Street; show yard, 811 E. 16th Street. 
Also listed are Anne A. Stasswender, a student at the University of Texas; Anton 
Stasswender, Jr., no occupation given; and Katherine Stasswender, no 
occupation given. 
 

1935  Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 
Designer and manufacturer of granite and marble monuments, all kinds of stone 
work, 1400 E. 4th Street; show yard, 811 E. 16th Street. 
Also listed are Anne A. Stasswender, a student at the University of Texas; Anton 
Stasswender, Jr., no occupation given; and Katherine Stasswender, no 
occupation given. 

 
1932-33 Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Designer and manufacturer of granite and marble monuments, all kinds of stone 
work, 1400 E. 4th Street; show yard, 811 E. 16th Street. 
Also listed is Katherine Stasswender, a stenographer for Anton Stasswender. 

 
1930-31 Anton and Anna Stasswender, owners 

Designer and manufacturer of granite and marble monuments, all kinds of stone 
work, 1400 E. 4th Street; show yard, 811 E. 16th Street. 
Also listed is Katherine Stasswender, an assistant book-keeper for Jacob 
Schmidt & Company, dry goods, 143-45 E. 6th Street. 

 
1929  Vacant 

NOTE:  Anton and Anna Stasswender are listed as living at 901 E. 16th Street, 
which is east of Waller Street; this house is on the west side of Waller Street.  
Stasswender is listed as a designer and manufacturer of granite and marble 
monuments, and did all kinds of stone work; his show yard was at 901 E. 16th 
Street.  Katherine Stasswender is listed as residing in the household; her 
occupation is not listed. 

 
STASSWENDER HISTORY 
1927  Anton and Anna Stasswender are shown as renting the house at 901 E. 16th 
Street; his occupation was the same as listed in 1929 with the show yard for his work at 901 E. 
16th Street. 
 
1924  Anton and Anna Stasswender are shown as renting the house at 901 E. 16th 
Street with his show yard at the same location.  Stasswender was a partner with John Schmidly 
of Stasswender and Schimdly, marble and granite works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1922  Anton and Anna Stasswender are shown as renting the house at 901 E. 16th 
Street; he was a partner with John Schmidly in Stasswender and Schmidly at 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1920  Anton and Anna Stasswender are shown as renting the house at 901 E. 16th 
Street; he listed monuments, tombstones and all kinds of architectural marble work, with his 
place of business at 1400 E. 4th Street; Schmidly is not listed as his partner. 
 
1918  Anton an Anna Stasswender are shown as living at 1208 E. 12th Street.  He listed 
his occupation as a granite cutter for Aubry L. Gooch, a granite and limestone contractor, 1400 
E. 4th Street. 
 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Anton and Anna Stasswender as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $7,000.  Anton Stasswender was 54, had been born in Germany, and was the 
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proprietor of a monument works.  Anna Stasswender was 51, had been born in Germany, and 
had no occupation listed.  With them lived their daughter, Anne, 22; and their son, Anton H., 
(Tony), 21.  Both children had been born in Texas.  Tony was a salesman for the monument 
works. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Anton and Anna Stasswender at 811 E. 16th Street; they owned 
the house.  Anton Stasswender was a monument maker.  Their daughter Katherine, then 20, is 
listed with them.  She had been born in Germany. 
 
 

807, 807½, and 809 E. 16th Street 

 
807 E. 16th Street – ca. 1931 
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807½ E. 16th Street – ca. 1931 

 
809 E. 16th Street – ca. 1934 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORIES 

807, 807½, and 809 E. 16th Street 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
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December, 2013 
 
1992  807: Ida M. Williams, renter 
   Retired 

807½: Vacant 
809: Kelly Kochert, renter 

No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 807: Robert and Mary Amaya, renters 
   Robert: Clerk, Safeway (several locations) 
   Mary:  Salesperson, Homer’s (not listed in the directory) 

807½: No return 
809: Vacant 

 
1981  807: M. Rios, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that M. Rios was a new resident at this 
address. 

  807½: Betty Manor, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Arturo G. Borrego, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Arturo G. Borrego was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1977  807: No return 
  807½: No return 
  809: Margaret Wenkheimer, renter 

Widow, August, J. Wenkheimer 
Retired 

 
1973  807: Theron P. Park, owner 
   Retired 
  807½: Vacant 
  809: Margaret Wenkheimer, owner 
   Widow, August J. Wenkheimer 
   Retired 
 
1968  807: Theron P. and Alice Park, renters 
   Retired 

Also listed is Theron P. Park, a tabulating operator for Texas Casualty 
Insurance Company, 306 E. 10th Street. 

  807½: Charles and Winifred Arbuckle, renters 
   Laborer, Dr. Pepper Bottling Plant, 9600 McNeil Road. 
  809: Margaret Wenkheimer, owner 
   Widow, August J. Wenkheimer 
   Retired 
 
1962  807: Theron P. and Alice Park, renters 
   No occupation listed 
  807½: John W. and Zomoria Morgan, retners 
   Driver, City Parks Department 
  809: Margaret Wenkheimer, renter 
   Widow, August J. Wenkheimer 
   No occupation listed 
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1959  807: Theron P. Park, renter 
   No occupation listed 
   NOTE:  Alice Park is not listed in the directory. 
  807½: Rudolph and Hulda Johnson, renters 
   Carpenter 

809: Margaret Wenkheimer, renter 
 Widow, August J. Wenkheimer 
 No occupation listed 

 
1955  807: Theron P. and Alice Park, renters 
   No occupation listed 

807½: Bertha R. Rolf, renter 
 No occupation listed 
809: Margaret Wenkheimer, renter 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Hadwig Wenkheimer, employed by Western Union, 
120 E. 7th Street. 

 
1952  807: Bertha M. Reed, renter 
   Widow, Robert Reed 
   No occupation listed 
   NOTE:  Theron P. and Alice Park are not listed in the directory. 
  807½: Bertha K. Rolf, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Carl and Freda Calhoun, renters 
   Carl:  Clerk 
 Freda:  Office secretary, Howard B. Granberry, surgeon, 906 W. 

6th Street. 
NOTE:  Margaret Wenkheimer is listed at 507 West Avenue; she had no 
occupation listed. 

 
1949  807: Kenneth C. and Corine Guinn, renters 
   Kenneth: U.S. Air Force 
   Corine:  Anesthetist, Brackenridge Hospital 
  807½: Bertha K. Rolf, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, renters 
   Clerk, Sterzing & Miles Hardware, 505 E. 6th Street. 
 
1947  807: Charles C. Flesher, renter 
   No occupation listed 
   Frances White, renter 
   Book-keeper 
  807½: Bertha K. Rolf, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, renters 
   Clerk, Sterzing & Miles Hardware, 505-07 E. 6th Street. 
 
1944-45 807: Charles C. Flesher, renter 
   No occupation listed 
   Frances White, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  807½: Bertha K. Rolf, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, renters 
   Bailey:  U.S. Army 
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Frances: Nurse, Dr. Benjamin R. Eppright, physician, 608-09 Capital 

National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
1941  807: Nils A. and Adele Blomquist, renters 

Nils: Salesman, Hicks Rubber Company, tires and tubes, 
batteries, Humble gas and oil, 325-27 Congress Avenue. 

Adele: Stenographer, Austin Baking Company, 300-06 Fannin 
Street. 

NOTE:  Dr. Claude H. and Edith Miears are listed at 4801 Shoalwood Avenue; he 
was a physician with his practice limited to the eye, ear, nose, and throat. 

  807½: Lonnie A. and Georgia M. Farris, retners 
   Barber, 110 E. 6th Street. 

NOTE:  Bertha K. Rolf is listed at 1955 Red River Street; she had no 
occupation listed. 

  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, renters 
Bailey: Cleaner, George Wesley Cleaners, clothes cleaners, 

dyers, and hatters, 606-08 Guadalupe Street. 
Frances: Nurse, Dr. Benjamin R. Eppright, physician, 608-09 

Norwood Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
1939  807: Claude H. and Edith Miears, renters 
   Physician, 820 Scarbrough Building 
  807½: Lonnie A. and Georgia M. Farris, renters 
   Lonnie: Barber, 106 E. 6th Street 

Georgia: Private secretary, State Board of Insurance 
Commissioners. 

  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, renters 
Bailey: Cleaner, George Wesley, cleaner, dyer, and hatter, 913 

Congress Avenue. 
Frances: Private secretary, State Board of Insurance 

Commissioners. 
 
1937  807: Dr. Claude H. and Edith Miears, renters 
   Physician, 820 Scarbrough Building. 
  807½: Vacant 
  809: Bailey B. and Frances Compton, owners 

Bailey: Cleaner, George Wesley, cleaner, dyer, and hatter, 913 
Congress Avenue. 

Frances: Nurse, Dr. Benjamin R. Eppright, physician, 608-09 
Norwood Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 

 
1935  807: Dr. Claude R. and Edith Miears, renters 
   Physician, 403 Scarbrough Building 
  807½: Mattie E. Cooper, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  809: Cecil V. and Katie Pollard, renters 
   Instructor, University of Texas 

NOTE:  Bailey B. and Frances Compton are listed at 410 E. 19th Street; 
he was a presser for Kelly Smith Cleaners. 

 
1932-33 807: Dr. Claude H. and Edith R. Miears, renters 
   Physician, 403 Scarbrough Building 
  807½: Dell and Corine Martin, renters 
   No occupation listed 
  809: The address is not listed in the directory. 
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1930-31 None of the addresses are listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Dr. Claude H. and Edith Miears are listed at 2907 West Avenue; he was 
a physician with offices in the 403 Scarbrough Building. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
807 E. 16th Street 
Claude H. and Edith R. Miears (ca. 1932 – ca. 1940) 
Claude H. and Edith Miears appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 
4801 Shoalwood Avenue.  Claude H. Miears was then 42, had been born in Texas, and was a 
medical doctor in private practice.  Edith Miears was then 32, had been born in Texas, and had 
no occupation listed.  They had two sons: Robert, 9, and William, 7.  Both boys had been born 
in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Claud and Edith Miears as the renters of a duplex at 
300½ E. 12th Street in Austin.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows Claude H. Miears as the 24-year 
old single son of Margaret Miears in Lockhart, Texas.  Neither Margaret nor Claude had an 
occupation listed. 
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Story on the death of Dr. Claude H. Miears 

Austin American, August 6, 1959 
 
 

 
1940 U.S. Census: 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Nora Lee Branch, a 48-year old Arkansas-born widow, as the 
renter of this house, for which she paid $22 per month.  Nora Lee Branch was a cook at the 
State School.  She had lived in Fort Worth in 1935.  With her lived three children:  Joe Lee 
Grace, 16; Bobbie Grace, 13; and Bonnie Grace, 13.  All three children had been born in Texas. 
 
Charles C. Flesher and Frances White (ca. 1942 – ca. 1947) 
Charles C. Flesher appears in the 1940 U.S. Census along with his daughters, Frances, 21, and 
Rachel, 20.  Charles C. Flesher was then a 62-year old Missouri-born widower who worked as a 
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clerk for the WPA.  Frances Flesher and Rachel Flesher had both been born in Oklahoma.  
Frances had no occupation listed; Rachel was a waitress in a café. Charles C. Flesher died in 
1949. 
 
Theron P. and Alice Park (ca. 1953 – ca. 1977) 
Theron and Alice Park appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for Grape Creek, Tom Green County, 
Texas.  Theron Park was then 32, had been born in Texas, and was a farm laborer.  The 
census report indicates that he had lived in Austin in 1935.  Alice Park was then 31, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had four children:  Freddie, 10, Melba, 8, 
Alta Mae, 3, and James Ray, an infant.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Theron and Alice Park in 
rural Travis County, where they lived on a rented farm.  Theron Park is listed as a farmer; Alice 
had no occupation listed.  Their son, F.L. is listed as an infant. 
 

 

 
Obituary of Theron P. Park 

Austin American-Statesman, December 19, 1981 
 

 
 
807½ E. 16th Street 
Dell and Corinne Martin (ca. 1932 – ca. 1934) 
Dell and Corinne Martin appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 904 
Columbus Street in Austin.  Dell Martin was then 36, had been born in Texas, and was the 
service manager for a filling station.  Corinne Martin was then 34, had been born in Texas, and 
was a beautician in a beauty parlor.  They had two sons:  Kenneth, 14; and Dell, Jr., 9. Both 
boys had been born in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows “Dale” and Corine Martin renting 
the house at 1205 W. 5th Street in Austin.  Dell Martin was a helper at a filling station.  Corine 
Martin had no occupation listed.  With them lived Corinne’s brother, William Hatherly, 21, who 
had been born in Texas and was a checker. 
 
Lonnie A. and Georgia Farris (ca. 1937 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lonnie and Georgia Farris as the renters of this house, for which 
they paid $20 per month.  Lonnie Farris was then 34, had been born in Texas, and was a 
barber.  Georgia Farris was then 32, had been born in California, and was a secretary for the 
State Board of Insurance.  They had no children listed.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lonnie 
Farris as a boarder in the boarding house operated by Louis Kreisle at 1609 Congress Avenue.  
Lonnie was listed as a barber. 
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Obituary of Lonnie A. Farris 

Austin American-Statesman, October 23, 1981 
 
Bertha K. Rolf (ca. 1943 – ca. 1958) 
Bertha K. Rolf appears in the 1930 U.S. Census at 2005 Red River Street in Austin, where she 
lived with her brother, Robert.  Robert Rolf owned the house and was a 55-year old widower.  
Bertha K. Rolf was then 47, and had been born in Texas to Swedish-born parents.  Neither she 
nor Robert had an occupation listed in the census report. 
 

 
Funeral notice for Bertha K. Rolf 
Austin American, May 29, 1958 

809 E. 16th Street 
Cecil V. and Kalei Pollard (ca. 1934 – ca. 1936) 
Cecil V. and Kalei Pollard appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 607 
Rathervue Place in Austin.  Cecil Pollard was then 37, had been born in Idaho, and was an 
instructor at the State University.  Kalei Pollard was then 31, had been born in Utah, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had three children: Evelyn, 6; Cecil, 5; and Edward, 1.  All three 
children had been born in Texas. 
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Bailey B. and Frances Compton (ca. 1936 – ca. 1950) 
Bailey and Frances Compton are shown as the renters of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census; 
they paid $20 per month in rent.  Bailey Compton was then 33, had been born in Texas, and 
was a clothes cleaner and dyer.  Frances Compton was then 27, had been born in Louisiana, 
and was a nurse in a doctor’s office.  They had no children listed.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows 
Bailey B. Compton as the 23-year old unmarried son of J. Frank and Mary J. Compton, who 
rented the house at 410 E. 19th Street in Austin.  Bailey was a tailor; his father was a custodian 
at the University of Texas library.  Bailey Compton died in 1998 in Lafayette, Louisiana; he was 
buried in the U.S. Veterans’ Cemetery at Maxie, Louisiana. 
 
Margaret Wenkheimer (ca. 1953 – ca. 1979) 
Margaret Wenkheimer was born in 1882 in Berlin, Germany.  She appears in the 1930 U.S. 
Census for Pawnee County, Kansas, where she is listed as a 45-year old German-born widow.  
She was the manager of a farm there.  With her lived her five daughters, her parents, and two 
male lodgers who worked on the farm.  None of the Wenkheimer family (except for Margaret) 
had an occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Margaret Wenkheimer 

Austin American-Statesman, February 8, 1979 
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Water service permit to Anton Stasswender (the owner of the house at 811 E. 16th Street) for 

the house at 809 E. 16th Street (1931) 
 

1506 Waller Street 
ca. 1934 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1506 Waller Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2007 
 
2000  Insight Painting 
  Painting and paperhanging 
  Carolyn S. Woolfork, proprietor 
 
1987  Gregory and Florinda Perez, renters 

No occupation listed 
 
1981  George Florience, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that George Florience was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1975  Chanucey F. and Margie M. Winsier, renters 
  Retired 
 
1969  Chauncey F. and Margie M. Winsier, renters 
  Retired 

Also listed are Marlene Winsier, a student, and Maxine Winsier, no occupation 
given. 

 
1963  Chauncey F. and Margie M. Winsier, renters 
  Carpenter 

Tony and Blanche Stasswender are listed as living at 1505 Bellaire Drive; he 
listed his occupation as the manager of Stasswender Marble and Granite Works, 
1400 E. 4th Street. 

 
1957  Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender, owners 

Manager, Stasswender Marble and Granite Works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1954  Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender, owners 

Manager, Stasswender Granite Works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1952 Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender, owners 
 Manager, Stasswender Granite Works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1949 Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender, owners 
 Manager, Stasswender Granite Works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 
1947 Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender, owners 

Manager, Stasswender Granite Works, 1400 E. 4th Street. 
 

1944-45 Laurence and Alma Lou Anderson, renters 
No occupation listed 

  NOTE:  Tony H. and Blanche Stasswender are not listed in the directory. 
 
1942  Sidney L. and Maude Curlee, renters 
  Driver, Davidson Sash & Door Company, 817 E. 5th Street. 
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1940  Margarita Flores, renter 

No occupation listed 
 
1937  Reinhold M. and Marie Borth, renters 
  Truck driver 

Also listed are Fred R. Borth, a student at the University of Texas, and Gustav M. 
and Rosa Borth; he was a truck driver. 

 
1935  W.J. and Eunice Shaw, Jr., renters 

Proprietor (with W.J. Shaw, Sr.), W.J. Shaw Furniture Company, household 
furniture, stoves, rugs, furniture repairing and refinishing, 212 E. 6th Street. 

 
1932-33 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  W.J. and Eunice Shaw, Jr. are listed at 1218 Riverside Drive.  He was a 
partner with W.J. Shaw, Sr. in W.J. Shaw Furniture Company, 212 E. 6th Street. 

 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Anton H. Stasswender (Tony) living in his parents’ home at 811 
E. 16th Street.  He was 21 years old and worked as a salesman for his father’s monument 
works. 

 
 

 


