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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0001 HLC DATE:  March 23, 2015 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  City of Austin 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Dedrick-Hamilton House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  908 E. 11th Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  CS-NCCD-NP to CS-NCCD-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from commercial services, neighborhood conservation, neighborhood plan combining district 
(CS-NCCD-NP) to commercial services, neighborhood conservation – Historic Landmark – 
neighborhood plan (CS-NCCD-H-NP) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The Dedrick-Hamilton House is the centerpiece of the city’s African-American Cultural 
Heritage Center.  The house has significance in the areas of architecture and historical 
associations.  It was built in 1892 and was owned and occupied by the same family for over 
90 years. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed as a high priority for preservation in the 
Historic Resources Survey of East Austin (2000). The house was completely restored in 
2010-11 with Certificates of Appropriateness from the Historic Landmark Commission in 
anticipation of zoning the property historic after completion of the restoration. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   
Organization of East Austin Neighborhoods 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partial-width, hipped-roof 
independent porch; single 6:6 fenestration. 
Historical Associations: 
The house dates from around 1892, and was built by William Dedrick, next door to his mother, 
Ella Dedrick, the widow of Thomas Dedrick.  Thomas Dedrick was a freed slave, who bought 
property of Robertson’s Hill in East Austin around 1878.  Thomas and Ella Dedrick lived at 
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what would later be known as 814 E. 11th Street, and later as 908 E. 11th Street.  The 1879-80 
city directory shows Thomas Dedrick (spelled Diedrick) as living on the north side of Mesquite 
(now 11th) Street between East Avenue and Robertson Hill.  He had no occupation listed. 
Thomas Dedrick died in 1884 and is buried in Oakwood Cemetery.  Ella Dedrick appears in the 
1885-86 city directory at 814 E. Mesquite Street. Thomas Dedrick is not listed.  William 
Dedrick is listed as an expressman living in the home of Ella Dedrick as late as the city 
directory of 1891-92; after that, he is listed in his own home, at 816 E. Mesquite, next to his 
mother.  Although there does not appear to be any confirmation of the date of his marriage to 
Sarah Williams, it may be assumed that William Dedrick built this house for his married life.  
The 1900 U.S. Census shows Ella Dedrick as a 52-year old Texas-born widow who worked as a 
washerwoman.  She lived next door to her son, William, and William’s wife, Sarah. 
 
William Dedrick worked as an expressman (freight hauling) in the 1880s prior to his marriage, 
and as a battery man for the Western Union Telegraph Office around 1890.  He later became a 
porter for a wholesale fruit and produce business at 5th and Colorado Streets.  The 1900 U.S. 
Census shows him as a porter who could read and write.  He continued working as a porter 
until his death in 1910.  He was a commander of the Knights of Pythias, and he and his wife 
were prominent members of the African-American community in East Austin.  Sarah Dedrick 
was a founding member of the Community Welfare Association, which eventually built the 
Howson Community Center on Angelina Street. 
 
Sarah Dedrick was born in Texas, and was listed as a washerwoman in the 1900 U.S. Census.  
After William’s death, she opened a restaurant at 1014 E. 11th Street, between Waller and 
Lydia Streets.  She owned the restaurant through the mid-1910s, then became a laundress, 
and a cook.  By the mid-1920s, she was working as a cook in the Texan Cafeteria and Coffee 
House near 7th and Congress.  By 1930, she was working as a domestic in the home of H.E. 
Wattinger, a very prominent building contractor.  She died in 1946. 
 
In this house, Sarah Dedrick raised her children, including two daughters, who lived with her 
for many years.  Tillie M. Dedrick is listed as a student in the 1920 city directory; around 1929, 
she married a man named Benjamin Steward (often listed as Stewart in the directories), but 
was apparently widowed very shortly thereafter.  Tillie (along with her 2 children) continued to 
live with her mother Sarah until Sarah’s death in 1946.  Tillie worked as a cook and a maid. 
 
Jewel Dedrick Hamilton was the younger sister of Tillie Dedrick Steward.  She lived in this 
house with her mother and sister until she married Huel Hamilton – they then moved for a 
brief period to the house that Huel had lived in prior to his marriage on San Marcos Street.  
Huel and Jewel Hamilton moved back into this house in the early 1930s, and continued to live 
here until Huel’s death of cirrhosis of the liver in 1960.  After 1960, the two sisters lived in this 
house until their deaths in the 1980s.  Both worked for private families. Jewel Hamilton is 
usually listed as a housekeeper in the city directories while Tillie Steward is listed as a maid. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0208061611 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  See attached metes and bounds description.  The zoning map for 
this case indicates the entire parcel; historic zoning is sought only for the section of the 
parcel that contains the house; a recommendation for historic zoning should include only 
that section of the parcel sought for historic zoning by the applicant. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: N/A – City-owned property. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  N/A – City-owned property. 
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PRESENT USE:  Offices for the city’s African-American Cultural and Heritage Facility. 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  City of Austin 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1892 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  The house was restored to its original footprint in 2010-11; 
the Historic Landmark Commission granted certificates of appropriateness for restoration 
work. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  William Dedrick (1892) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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The restored Dedrick-Hamilton House 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

912 E. 11th Street 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2015 
 
1992  W.T. Dedrick, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Jewel D. Hamilton, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Tillie Steward, renter 
  Retired 
 
  Jewel Hamilton 
  Housekeeper 
 
1977  Tillie Steward, renter 
  Widow, Benjamin Steward 

Maid 
 
Jewel D. Hamilton, renter 
Widow, Huel Hamilton 
Housekeeper 

 
1973  Tillie M. Stewart, owner 
  Maid 
 
  Jewel D. Hamilton, renter 
  Maid 
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1968  Tillie M. Steward, owner 

Maid 
 
Jewel D. Hamilton, renter 
Maid 

 
1962  Tillie M. Stewart, owner 

No occupation listed 
 
Jewel D. Hamilton, renter 
Maid 
 

1959  Tillie M. Stewart, owner 
No occupation listed 
NOTE:  Jewel D. Hamilton is not listed in the directory. 

 
1955  Tillie M. Stewart, owner 
  Maid 
 
  Mrs. J.D. Hamilton, renter 
  Maid 
 
1952  Tillie M. Stewart, owner 
  Maid 
  NOTE:  Jewel D. Hamilton is not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  Huel and Jewel Hamilton, owners 
  Porter 
  NOTE:  Tillie M. Stewart is not listed in the directory. 
 
1947  Huel and Jewel Hamilton (not listed as owners) 
  Porter, Brown Building, 7th and Colorado Streets. 

 
Tillie M. Stewart, renter 
Maid, Collier R. and Ruth Granberry, assistant president of the University of 
Texas; residence, 1600 Exposition Boulevard. 

 
1944-45 Sarah Dedrick, owner 
  No occupation listed 
   

Huel and Jewel Hamilton, renters 
No occupation listed 
 
Tillie M. Stewart, renter 
Maid 

 
1941  Sarah L. Dedrick (not listed as owner) 
  No occupation listed 
   

Huel and Jewel Hamilton, renters 
Laborer 
 
Tillie M. Stewart, renter 
Cook 
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1939  Sarah L. Dedrick, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Tillie Stewart, renter 
  Cook 
 

NOTE: Huel and Jewell Hamilton are listed at 811 San Marcos Street; he was a 
laborer. 

 
1937  Sarah L. Dedrick, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Tillie Stewart, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 

NOTE:  Huel Hamilton is listed at 811 San Marcos Street; he had no occupation 
shown; Jewel Hamilton is not listed in the directory. 

 
1935  Sarah L. Dedrick owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Huel and Jewel Hamilton, renters 
  Chauffeur 
 
  Tillie M. Stewart, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 Sarah L. Dedrick owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Huel and Jewel Hamilton, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
  Tillie Stewart, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1930-31 Sarah L. Dedrick owner 
  Domestic, H.E. Wattinger, 910 W. 6th Street. 
  NOTE:  H.E. Wattinger was a building contractor. 
 

Tillie Stewart, renter 
No occupation listed 
 
NOTE:  Huel and Jewel Hamilton are listed at 811 San Marcos Street; he had no 
occupation listed. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1929  Sarah L. Dedrick, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Jewel Dedrick a student at Huston-Tillotson College; and Tillie 
Dedrick, no occupation shown. 

  NOTE: Huel Hamilton is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1927  Sarah L. Dedrick, owner 
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  Cook, Texan Cafeteria and Coffee House, 107-09 W. 7th Street. 

Also listed are Jewel Dedrick and Tillie Dedrick; neither had an occupation 
shown. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1924  Sarah L. Dedrick owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Neither Jewel nor Tillie Dedrick are listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 

 
1922  Sarah L. Dedrick owner 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Tillie Dedrick; no occupation shown. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1920  Sarah L. Dedrick, owner 

Laundress 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 

 
1918  Sarah L. Dedrick, owner 
  Cook 
  Also listed is Tillie Dedrick, a student. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1916  Sarah L. Dedrick 
  Laundress 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1914  Sarah L. Dedrick 

Proprietor of a restaurant at 1014 E. 11th Street (between Waller and Lydia 
Streets) 
NOTE:  At the same commercial address were Bishop Gregory, a shoemaker, 
and Jesse H. Shackle, a clothes cleaner. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1912-13 Sarah L. Dedrick 

Proprietor of a restaurant at 1014 E. 11th Street. 
NOTE:  No other businesses are listed at the 1014 E. 11th Street address. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1910-11 Sarah L. Dedrick 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1909-10 William T. Dedrick 

Porter, B.W. Randolph, wholesale fruits and produce, 500 Colorado Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1906-07 William T. Dedrick 

Porter, B.W. Randolph, wholesale fruits and produce, 500 Colorado Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1905  William T. Dedrick 

Porter, Bell & Randolph, wholesale fruits and produce, 5th and Colorado Streets. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
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1903-04 William T. Dedrick 

Porter, Bell & Randolph, wholesale fruits and produce, 5th and Colorado Streets. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1897-98 William T. Dedrick 

Porter, Bell & Randolph, wholesale fruits, vegetables, and commission 
merchants, 5th and Colorado Streets. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 816 E. 11th Street. 
 
1895-96 William D. Dedrick 
  Laborer 
 
1893-94 William F. Deaderick 

Porter, Stiles and Rife, wholesale fruits, produce, and commercial merchants, 
also steamship ticket agents, northwest corner of Colorado and 5th Streets. 

 
1891-92 NOTE:  William Dedrick is listed as an expressman living in the home of Ella 

Dedrick at 814 E. 11th Street.  City directories of the 1880s show him as an 
expressman. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES – Dedrick-Hamilton families 
 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows William and Sarah Dedrick at 816 E. 11th Street, next door to Ella 
Dedrick at 814 E. 11th Street.  William Dedrick was born in 1868 in Texas, and was a porter.  He 
could read and write.  He is listed as a renter of this house.  Sarah Dedrick was born in 1869 in 
Texas, and was a washerwoman.  They had 2 children, Willie, born in 1890; and Newllean, born 
in 1892.  Both children were shown as being in school. 
 
William T. Dedrick died February 27, 1910 of uremic poisoning.  He was 41 years old, and is 
listed as a driver. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Sarah Dedrick at this address (shown as 816 E. 11th Street).  She 
was a 51-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation listed.  She had 3 daughters: Nellie, 
18; Tillie, 9; and Iantha, 3.  All the girls had been born in Texas and none had an occupation 
listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Sarah L. Dedrick as the owner of this house (shown as 816 E. 
11th Street), which was worth $450.  She was a 59-year old widow who was a cook in a private 
home.  With her lived her daughter, Jewel D. Dedrick, 19, who had no occupation listed; and her 
other daughter, T.M. (Tillie) Steward, 29, who had no occupation listed.  Tillie had 2 young 
children in the house as well. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census report shows Sarah Dedrick as the owner of this house (shown as 91 E. 
11th Street), which was worth $1,200  She was a 69-year old widow with no occupation listed.  
With her lived Huel and Jewel Hamilton, her daughter and son-in-law.  Huel Hamilton was 30, 
had been born in Texas, and was a common laborer in a private home.  Jewel Hamilton was 29, 
had been born in Texas, and was a cook in a private home.  They had 4 children: Huel, Jr., 9; 
Dorothy, 7; James, 5; and Bennie, 3.  Also in the household were Tillie M. Steward, a 39-year 
old Texas-born widow, who worked as a cook in a private home, and Tillie’s 2 children, Frances, 
17; and Benjamin, 16.  Neither of Tillie’s children had an occupation listed. 
 
Sarah L. Dedrick died at the age of 72 on May 17, 1946.  She was a housekeeper who had 
been born in Travis County to Isaac Williams and Sallie Boles.  She died of apoplexy, and was 
living at 912 E. 11th Street at the time of her death. 
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