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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 13, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

2000 SHARON LANE 
HDP-2015-0104 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, irregular plan, hipped-roof frame house with a partial-width independent porch; 
6:6 windows on the front façade with shutters; other fenestration include 8:8 windows on 
the sides and a run of 6:6 windows in a sunroom. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by Fred and Bonnie Hopkins.  Fred Hopkins was a department 
manager for a furniture store.  They lived here until around 1943. In 1946, Norman and 
Gene Hackerman bought the house.  Norman Hackerman was a chemist, and an 
internationally-known expert in metal corrosion.  Before coming to the University of Texas, 
he had been a chemist on the Manhattan Project during World War II.  He taught 
chemistry at UT, and in 1967, he became the vice-chancellor of academic affairs.  In 1970, 
he and his wife, Gene, moved to Houston, where Hackerman became the vice-chancellor of 
Rice University. 
Paul and Isabel Higgs owned and occupied the house in the early 1970s; he was a physician 
in the UT Counseling Center.  From the early 1980s through the early 2000s, the house was 
owned and occupied by Henry Selby and Lucy Garretson.  Henry Selby was a professor of 
anthropology at UT; Lucy was the research director for the Austin American-Statesman.  
She was also very active in local politics, serving on multiple campaigns, including Ann 
Richards’ gubernatorial run.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not within the bounds of any City survey, nor is it shown on any Sanborn map. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and re-use of the property if feasible, but release the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center. 
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2000 Sharon Lane 
ca. 1938 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2000 Sharon Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2015 
 
1992  Henry A. and Lucy Selby, owners 
  Professor of anthropology, University of Texas 
 
1985-86 Henry A. and Lucy Selby, owners 
  Professor of anthropology, University of Texas 
 
1981  Henry A. and Lucy Selby, owners 
  Professor of anthropology, University of Texas 
 
1976  Sutton and Rebecca Page, owners 

President, Microsystems Reprographic Inc., microfilm services, 302 E 3rd Street. 
 
1971  Paul and Isabel S. Higgs, owners 
  Paul:   Physician, University of Texas 

Isabel:  Bookkeeper at Boon-Chapman Insurance, 2210 Hancock Drive. 
   
1966  Norman and Gene Hackerman, owners 
  Vice Chancellor, University of Texas 
 
1961  Norman and Gene Hackerman, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
   
1955  Norman and Gene Hackerman, owners 
  Director of Corrosion Research Laboratory, University of Texas 
 
1949  Norman and Gene Hackerman, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1947  Norman and Gene Hackerman, owners 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 John W. and Rebecca Gunstream, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1942  Fred C. and Bonnie R. Hopkins, owners 

Department manager, Swann- Schulle Furniture Company, 401 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1941  Fred C. and Bonnie R. Hopkins, owners 

Department manager, Swann- Schulle Furniture Company, 401 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1940  Fred C. and Bonnie R. Hopkins, owners 

Department manager, Swann-Schulle Furniture Company, 401 Congress 
Avenue. 
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1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE: Fred C. and Bonnie R. Hopkins are listed at 2210 San Gabriel Street; he 
was a department manager at Swann-Schulle Furniture Company, 401 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Fred C. and Bonnie Hopkins (ca. 1940 – ca. 1943) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows F.C. and Bonnie Hopkins as the owners of a house in Big Spring, 
Texas.  F.C. Hopkins was 29, had been born in Oklahoma, and was a jobber in the printing 
industry.  Bonnie Hopkins was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had no children listed with them. 
 
Fred C. Hopkins died September 30, 1953 in Harris County, Texas. 
 
Norman and Gene Hackerman (ca. 1946-1970) 
At a tributary gathering for Norman Hackerman, one of his daughters began her remarks with 
the apt quotation above, which translates as: Work makes life sweet. Norman Hackerman 
conducted his seventy plus years of work at a very high level in several domains: chemical 
research, teaching, and administration. In addition, he conducted his family life and his squash 
game with equal enthusiasm. His scientific research was remarkable and garnered national 
awards and recognition. His administrative abilities were remarkable; he was president of two 
major universities. And, his marriage to Gene Colbourn Hackerman was a loving and fruitful 
relationship. His energy and athletic skill included his playing squash up to just weeks before his 
death at age 95. Any one of those accomplishments would make a person unusually successful. 
For one person to have accomplished all of them made Norman Hackerman a phenomenon. He 
pursued his personal and professional endeavors with passion, devotion, and extraordinary 
success. 
 
Norman Hackerman was born on March 2, 1912, and died on June 16, 2007. He was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland. His parents were immigrants from what are now Estonia and Latvia. In 
high school, he developed an enthusiasm for chemistry, encouraged by three high school 
chemistry teachers. Upon graduating from high school at age 16, Hackerman matriculated at 
Johns Hopkins University where he undertook a special six-year program leading to an A.B. in 
1932 and, working with Professor Patrick, a Ph.D. in 1935. 
 
He completed his doctorate in the middle of the Great Depression, which meant that there were 
essentially no professorial jobs offered at that time. So after completing his doctorate in 
chemistry, he cobbled together a living salary by working three part-time jobs: he taught in the 
physical chemistry laboratories at Loyola University; he assisted with the freshman chemistry 
course at Johns Hopkins; and he worked for the Colloid Corporation to develop a process to 
emulsify or homogenize milk. His experience with homogenizing milk taught him a valuable 
lesson. The method he and his colleague used to emulsify milk was satisfactory, but his 
competitors developed more efficient processes. “I learned my lesson,” Hackerman said. “While 
we were doing it, someone else was doing it better.” The lesson he learned was that it was not 
sufficient to be active and do good work. Other steps are required for success—commonly 
being better than one’s competitors. He learned that lesson well. 
 
In 1939, Hackerman took a job with the Coast Guard as an assistant chemist at a laboratory on 
Staten Island, NY, where he remained until 1941. One significant event during that period 
occurred on August 25, 1940, when he married Gene Colbourn, who remained his wife and 
partner until her death 61 years later. In his position with the Coast Guard, Hackerman carried 
out quality control examinations of incoming shipments of paint and other materials, possibly to 
the dismay of shippers who were unaccustomed to having shipments turned away after actual 
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quality control checks were carried out by a laboratory. Perhaps this experience helped him 
develop his trademark ability to say ‘no’ when the quality was not right. 
 
In 1941, Hackerman accepted an assistant professorship at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University in Blacksburg, Virginia. He and his wife, Gene, officially lived in Blacksburg 
for three years, but after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the entrance of the United States into 
World War II, Hackerman worked for the Kellex Company, which was part of the Manhattan 
Project to create an atom bomb. However, as Gene Hackerman wrote in her family 
autobiography entitled The Time Has Come, “the powers that were had decreed that Norm 
should stay at VPI, to help train engineers and scientists to go to the Pacific… [Soon thereafter] 
he was going to ‘work for the government’ in New York, for Kellex Corporation. …for fifteen 
months Norm and [she] stayed together by mail. [She] knew nothing about what he was doing, 
and only after the war, after the atom bomb was dropped, did [she] learn that he had been 
working on the atom bomb!” 
 
Many years later, Hackerman called his work for the Manhattan Project “all laboratory.” 
Foreshadowing his later research interests as a surface chemist, Hackerman worked with 
several laboratories to solve the problem of corrosion of the nickel mesh used in separating 
uranium isotopes. 
 
In 1945, Hackerman was offered a position as assistant professor of chemistry at The University 
of Texas. (Only later, on March 6, 1967, did the Texas Legislature officially change the name to 
The University of Texas at Austin). Hackerman accepted a pay cut and a lower rank from his 
associate professor position at VPI, but he wanted to be involved in an active research program. 
Despite their just-starting-out finances, the Hackermans were able to buy their own house in 
Tarrytown, and Gene took on the quarter-century task of growing their home on Sharon Lane in 
Austin into a thirteen-room house with four bathrooms. Early on in their married life, Gene 
realized that Norm felt “all a house needed was a good bathroom, a comfortable bed, and a 
kitchen where he could have cake and milk before he went to sleep!” So, she handled nearly all 
the details of their financial and home life, leaving Hackerman free to focus on research, 
education, and administration. 
 
Gene was a dynamic individual in her own right who ran the household, contributed significantly 
to Norman’s administrative success through her activity and tact, and played the major role in 
bringing up their children. Gene and Norman Hackerman were married for 61 years. Gene 
Hackerman (nee Coulbourn) died in 2002, predeceasing Norman Hackerman by five years. 
They had four children: Stephen, Patricia, Sally, and Katherine. At the time of Norman 
Hackerman’s death, their family included their four children, 10 grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren. 
 
Hackerman’s research was in surface chemistry, particularly the area of electrochemistry, and 
he became internationally known for his expertise in metal corrosion. Most metals, like iron and 
aluminum, become oxidized (corrode) when exposed to the atmosphere. This corrosion occurs 
in automobile bodies, pipe lines, the hulls of ships, and bridge structures and results in immense 
costs and damage. Hackerman’s work led to a better understanding of the phenomena involved 
and especially in the development of corrosion inhibitors to slow or prevent this process. Indeed, 
Hackerman and his group were largely responsible for the development and application of 
organic compounds used as inhibitors and the mechanism of their action. This work led to many 
applications in the petroleum and natural gas industries in the prevention of corrosion. His early 
interest in this field arose when he became intrigued with a 1930s discovery in surface 
chemistry by researchers Langmuir and Blodgett. These researchers were able to create an 
environment in which the number of molecules in a surface film could be counted, documenting 
for the first time self-assembly of molecules. Hackerman attributed this discovery with sparking 
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his own interest in surface chemistry. In his own studies of adsorption, i.e., the measurement of 
the number of molecules on a surface as a function of their concentration in solution, he 
pioneered the use of radioactive isotopes to follow the changes in the composition of surfaces. 
An idea about Hackerman’s style of working with his students can be found in a quotation of one 
of his students in the introduction to his award of the Palladium Medal in 1965. “He always 
worked harder than anyone else. He managed by example and otherwise to impart to his 
students a sense of direction and accomplishment that has stayed with them and has been 
more valuable perhaps than the chemistry they learned.” 
 
One of Hackerman’s defining characteristics was his ability to do many different things, all of 
them very well. One constant presence in his professional life was research. During the late 
1940s, Hackerman received financial research support from the Office of Naval Research 
(ONR)—documented as the first federal grant for research awarded in the state of Texas. 
Hackerman’s research was supported by the ONR until 1970, when he moved to Rice 
University. Until his death, Hackerman regularly wrote research papers in chemistry and 
supervised graduate students and post-docs. He wrote 255 scientific papers and supervised 
many Ph.D. students in chemistry. His publications in chemistry spanned 70 years from 1936, 
when he was 24 years old, until 2006, when he was 94 years old. 
 
Throughout his career, Hackerman was involved in improving the position of science in Texas 
and the nation. Giving evidence of his visionary abilities, in 1945 Hackerman and two other 
chemistry professors formed the Texas Chemical Society, which led to regional chemistry 
conferences around the country and in particular the Southwest Regional Conference. He 
chaired the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Advisory Committee on Research 
Programs that provided grants of state-appropriated funds to foster research at Texas state 
universities. His emphasis on research, professional communication, and education beyond the 
classroom influenced the state and the nation. Dr. Larry F. Faulkner, former president of UT and 
also a chemist, called Hackerman the most important figure in science in Texas because he laid 
much of the foundation for science in the state.  
 
Hackerman’s research in chemistry was recognized by his serving in many leadership positions 
and receiving many awards. He received the Whitney Award from the National Association of 
Corrosion Engineers in 1956. He was president of the Electrochemical Society in 1957-58. He 
was awarded the Palladium Medal from the Electrochemical Society in 1965. He served as 
editor of the Journal of Electrochemistry from 1969 to 1990. He received the Gold Medal of the 
American Institute of Chemists in 1978 and the Charles Lathrop Parsons Award from the 
American Chemists Society in 1987. In 1999, he was inducted into the Texas Hall of Fame for 
Science, Mathematics, and Technology. Hackerman was elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences in 1971.  
 
In 1993, he was awarded the Vannevar Bush Award by the National Science Foundation to 
recognize individuals who have “made an outstanding contribution toward the welfare of 
mankind and the Nation.” Also in 1993, Norman Hackerman was awarded the National Medal of 
Science “for his seminal contributions in the field of electrochemistry; for his effective and far-
seeing vision in higher education; and for his devoted service to the nation and science.” These 
last awards particularly recognized Hackerman’s extensive service in positions of national 
leadership concerning science and educational policy. Frequently, when he served on a 
committee or board, he chaired it. In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed Hackerman 
to the National Science Board, the governing body of the National Science Foundation. 
Hackerman chaired this important body from 1974 through 1980 while he was president of Rice 
University. During his years on this board, he split his weeks between Washington, D.C., and 
Texas.  
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He chaired the Scientific Advisory Board of the Robert A. Welch Foundation from 1982 until 
2006, when he was 94 years old. The Welch Foundation was founded in 1954 to support 
fundamental research in chemistry in educational institutions in the state of Texas, and 
Hackerman’s leadership for 24 years led to a major strengthening of this field in colleges and 
universities throughout the state.  
 
Hackerman was also a member of the National Board of Graduate Education, and he was 
active on the Texas Governor's Task Force on Higher Education. He was the chairman of the 
board of energy studies for the National Academy of Science/National Research Council 
Commission on Natural Resources, a member of the Energy Research Advisory Board, and a 
member of the environmental pollution panel of the President's Scientific Advancement 
Committee.  
 
During the 1960s, Hackerman became acquainted with Lyndon B. Johnson and used every 
opportunity to urge the value of support for basic science through research. Coupled with his 
earnest belief in supporting research was an equally earnest belief in supporting the education 
of scientists. Technological progress, in Hackerman’s view, was not a simple matter of cherry-
picking a problem and telling the scientists to go solve it. Rather, scientists occasionally, almost 
accidentally, may recognize a practical application in some unexpected process. However, 
Hackerman believed (and often said) that this recognition depends on their experience, 
education, and on their ability to select just the right piece of knowledge out of the wealth of 
information discovered through basic science.  
 
Hackerman’s strong support for basic research affected American science policy throughout his 
career, beginning in the 1950s and continuing through meetings with President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and through Hackerman’s leadership on the National Science Board. Hackerman’s 
belief in financial support for faculty research fostered the strength of academic research in 
Texas and across the nation.  
 
Hackerman had much more than a utilitarian view of science, elevating it to an art form. Some 
of his insights into science, technology, academics, and the world were recorded in a series of 
discussions with Kenneth Ashworth, former commissioner of higher education for Texas, 
in Conversations on the Uses of Science and Technology, published in 1996 (when Hackerman 
was 84 years of age) by the University of North Texas Press. In that publication, Hackerman 
described some of his view of science and the practical consequences of science as follows: 
Science, or the exploration of nature, is another art form, one purpose of which is to improve 
human comfort and longevity. The other art forms improve culture, increase self-satisfaction, 
and help us to understand ourselves and live together. And science that is done for its own sake 
is wonderful for the scientist. It’s fun, it’s rewarding, it’s fulfilling. Science done for its effect is for 
the greater populace. The beauty of this is that they are both the same science. 
 
He traveled constantly throughout his career, often flying to Washington, California, or some 
other destination in the early morning, conducting a meeting or giving a speech, and returning to 
Texas that night. He would then repeat that experience several times a week. One of his exotic 
destinations was Antarctica, which he visited several times to visit research stations there. The 
bleak snowscapes of Antarctica appealed to him. In all, he flew more than five million miles, 
which is more than the equivalent of 200 times around the equator. 
 
While continuing his research and activities in science policy, Hackerman’s career in academic 
administration flourished as well. By 1950, Hackerman was a full professor, having quickly 
progressed through the academic ranks. His administrative service to UT included positions in a 
range of administrative levels. He served as chairman of the chemistry department from 1952-
1961. He was director of the Corrosion Research Laboratory (1948-1961) and dean of research 
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and sponsored programs during 1960-61. He served as vice president and provost from 1961-
63. From 1963-67 he served as vice chancellor of academic affairs for UT Austin. At that time, 
the UT Austin campus did not have its own president. Instead the chancellor of the UT System, 
Harry Ransom, appointed a vice chancellor of academic affairs for UT Austin to serve as the 
chief executive officer of the UT Austin campus. In 1967, the UT Board of Regents re-instituted 
the title of president, and Hackerman served as president of UT Austin from 1967-1970. In 
1970, he left UT to become president of Rice University, in which capacity he served until 1985.  
 
Hackerman’s administrative approach included making sound decisions quickly, solving 
problems, and acting sooner rather than later. One of his early contributions to the Department 
of Chemistry occurred when Hackerman realized that grants to support faculty research were 
scarce. He wanted his faculty to have the resources to carry out their work, so “he had the 
graduate students suck up all the mercury on the floor of the labs. In the tunnels of the 
chemistry building they found more mercury, gold, platinum, and Jena glass. All these materials 
were then sold, probably illegally, and $10,000 was raised to support faculty research.” 
[Southwest Retort, May 2001, p. 16] This effort made Hackerman a popular administrator to his 
colleagues in chemistry.  
 
One of the well-known stories about Hackerman concerned the three conditions he imposed 
before accepting the leadership of UT Austin. He insisted that (1) he would continue to teach an 
8:00 a.m. undergraduate chemistry course, (2) he would maintain his research laboratory, and 
(3) he would play squash at 5:00 p.m. every day. These were not negotiating points; they were 
simply conditions. He taught, did research, and played squash throughout his career. 
Hackerman was an extraordinarily energetic man.  
 
Commonly, descriptions of the 1960s on university campuses include the word “turbulent” as a 
reminder of how dramatically American society and campus life changed during those years. 
Hackerman’s leadership of UT Austin from 1963-1970 occurred during the most turbulent part of 
that era. Disruptive campus demonstrations were common; however, Hackerman kept UT 
Austin operating smoothly. One method that he employed involved being openly accessible to 
people who may have disagreements. For example, he regularly had discussions with students 
while broadcasting the interchange over a loudspeaker next to the Tower. Hackerman was 
always straightforward and clear about what he thought.  
 
One school of leadership advises administrators that the second best answer to ‘yes’ is ‘no.’ 
Hackerman knew how to make decisions and did not leave people in doubt. Hackerman 
recalled that Harry Ransom, the chancellor of the UT System in the 1960s, never liked to tell 
people ‘no’ so they would often leave a meeting with Ransom under the impression that 
Ransom would support their request when in fact Ransom did not. When he worked for 
Ransom, one of Hackerman’s jobs was to tell people clearly when the answer was ‘no.’ 
Hackerman was not mean or unsupportive, but he was good at being clear. 
 
At Hackerman’s memorial service in Austin, a physics professor from Rice related the following 
story. He had arrived in the president’s office to meet Hackerman for the first time. During their 
meeting, the secretary intruded to insist that Hackerman take a phone call. Overhearing the 
conversation, the professor knew that Hackerman was being asked to do something that did not 
appeal to him. Upon sympathetically remarking, “Well, you can’t please all the people all of the 
time,” Hackerman replied, “I have never felt the need to please any of the people any of the 
time.” Being direct was a Hackerman hallmark.  
One of Hackerman’s assets was his wife, Gene. Hackerman referred to his wife of 61 years as a 
full partner in all he had been able to accomplish. He knew that he could be somewhat gruff in 
his dealings with people, and Gene served a practical role in smoothing some of the rough 
results at many gatherings and meetings at which she was present.  
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Although firm and decisive, Hackerman realized that fostering creativity in people requires an 
institution to tolerate a certain amount of chaos. He was well aware that all people—students, 
faculty, and friends—are different and respond best to different approaches. Whether in 
teaching, administration, or personal life, Hackerman realized that one size does not fit all.  
 
After 25 years at UT Austin, Hackerman was offered and accepted the presidency of Rice 
University in Houston, a position he held for 15 years until 1985. During this time, he achieved 
his goal of leading Rice into the top tier of research universities. While Hackerman was 
president of Rice, the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management, the Shepherd School 
of Music, the George R. Brown School of Engineering, and what later was called the Wiess 
School of Natural Sciences were created. Hackerman increased by 229 the number of faculty 
positions and increased the number of endowed chairs from 21 to 60. His successful campaign 
to increase the university’s endowment and his fiscal management put Rice University on a 
solid financial footing. When Hackerman arrived in 1970, Rice’s endowment was $117 million. 
On his departure in 1985, Rice boasted an endowment of over $400 million dollars, nearly 
quadrupling in 15 years.  
 
Another Hackerman contribution to Rice was that, noting his wife Gene’s affection for women’s 
athletics in the new Title IX era, he surprised her in October 1978 by endowing in her name an 
award for the most valuable player on the Women’s Varsity Basketball Team.  
 
Hackerman retired from Rice in 1985 after 15 years as president. Rice gave him the titles of 
distinguished professor emeritus of chemistry and president emeritus. In the same year, 1985, 
the UT Board of Regents also named him a UT professor emeritus of chemistry; however, it was 
not until 2006, thirty-six years after he completed his term as president of UT Austin, that, in an 
unexpected action that surprised him, the UT Board of Regents authorized the appointment of 
Norman Hackerman as president emeritus of UT Austin.  
 
In 1985, the Hackermans returned to their home in Austin. Despite his emeritus titles, 
Hackerman continued to work for the Welch Foundation, for boards and committees in Texas 
and nationally, and for UT Austin by continuing to teach, to serve on advisory boards, and to 
give regular, welcomed advice to UT presidents, deans, and other administrators. 
 
Hackerman placed enormous value on teaching non-scientists the value and excitement of 
science, not because voters influence what government supports financially, but because 
modern citizens must make decisions about complex issues affecting everyone in the country 
and the world. A typical Hackerman-ism: “If people cannot recognize hogwash when they hear it 
or read it, they may think it’s pot roast.” [Ashworth, p. 78] He advocated the creation of a course 
on nature that would present the scientific view of the world while bypassing the disciplinary 
borders that are artifacts of the human exploration of nature but do not appear in nature herself.  
 
Hackerman’s leadership roles on science education continued into his 90s. For example, he co-
chaired with Marye Anne Fox a major committee of the National Research Council of the 
National Academy of Sciences on Recognizing, Evaluating, Rewarding, and Developing 
Excellence in Teaching of Undergraduate Science, Mathematics, Engineering, and Technology. 
A result of that committee’s work was the book Evaluating and Improving Undergraduate 
Teaching in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, Marye Anne Fox and Norman 
Hackerman, editors, which appeared in 2003.  
 
We have seen that Hackerman won many awards that recognized his accomplishments in 
science, science policy, and education. Perhaps even more notable than his winning awards is 
that Hackerman’s work inspired awards in his name, including the Norman Hackerman Award in 
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Chemical Research (from the Welch Foundation), the Gene and Norman Hackerman Chair in 
Chemistry (Rice University), the Norman Hackerman-Welch Regents Chair in Chemistry (UT 
Austin), the Norman Hackerman Young Author Award (for the two best papers published in 
the Journal of The Electrochemical Society), and the Norman Hackerman Award for Excellence 
in Biochemistry Research (an undergraduate research award from The University of Texas at 
Austin).  
 
Hackerman’s unquestioned academic credentials are well known, but fewer know that he had a 
very active relationship with the business community. Most all of his business connections can 
be traced to former students.  
 
In the mid 1950s, he consulted with a group of people from the Defense Research Laboratory 
(now the Applied Research Laboratory) at The University of Texas. This group was planning a 
research, development, and engineering company with a particular focus on defense-oriented 
applied technology. This group combined with another startup in Austin in the early 1960s to 
become Tracor, Austin’s first significant step on the way to becoming the technology center it is 
today. Tracor grew into a worldwide company and became Austin’s first homegrown NYSE-
listed company.  
 
Beginning around this time, Hackerman became a consultant to Mobil Corporation, now Exxon 
Mobil. He continued as a consultant for many years, a business relationship which came about 
again because of a former student.  
 
Hackerman consulted for several other companies over the years, again companies started by 
his former students. But, his longest business relationship began in 1969 with the founding of 
Radian Corporation. Formed by a group of 10 people, a principal focus of this company was on 
technology that allowed fossil fuels to be used in power generation while meeting applicable 
environmental regulations. This company ultimately became a worldwide engineering/science 
company with a staff of some three thousand. Hackerman served on the board from 1969 until 
the company was sold in the mid-1990s. In typical Hackerman style, he was not the one to do 
most of the talking at a board meeting, but when he did speak everyone kept quiet and listened 
carefully.  
 
Hackerman always liked to point out that the lead-acid battery was discovered in 1872, and it 
still was the technology of preference in many applications. He was a founding director of a 
company spun out of Tracor to advance a battery based on lead-acid technology but which 
offered potential advantages over classical configurations. That company discovered that there 
were many barriers to entry when it came to modifications of the classical lead-acid battery. His 
work with several companies reflected his concern about the practical importance of 
electrochemical energy sources like batteries. 
 
Hackerman’s vita lists his service on 17 boards of directors. Besides Tracor (1984-1990) and 
Radian (1969-1996), he served on the boards of companies including Columbia Scientific 
Instruments (1988-1994), Fuel Tech (1987-1991), Electrosource (1990-92; 1993-2002), Horizon 
Battery Technology (1993-99), Scientific Measurement Systems (1988-1997), and several 
financial corporations. His domains of influence spanned the academic world and the corporate 
world.  
 
No biographical sketch of Norman Hackerman would be complete without some mention of 
squash. Hackerman was an accomplished and devoted athlete and for the last 50-some years 
of his life, squash was his sport. To say that he played with enthusiasm is a great 
understatement. He was certainly passionate about playing squash, and a squash game would 
take precedence over nearly every other call on his time. If an opponent claimed that work was 
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intruding on squash time, Hackerman would respond, “You can work any time.” Hackerman had 
keys to Bellmont Hall, the locker room, and the squash courts so that he could play at times 
when the gym and the courts were closed.  
 
In his 90s, Hackerman was slowing down on the squash courts, and near the end of his life his 
breathing was labored during the games. More than one of his opponents took CPR courses out 
of concern for the possibility that squash exertion would overcome even Hackerman. His 
famous condition about playing squash every afternoon as a condition for assuming 
administrative duties was not an exaggeration of the frequency of his playing. Into his late 80s 
or 90s, he would sometimes remark to his opponent, “Well, that was my sixteenth day in a row.”  
 
In his 80s and 90s, Hackerman’s mobility was certainly constrained; however, his shot-making 
skills were very good until the end. He could pick up short hops and balls along the wall and 
place them accurately. His competitive spirit was extremely evident on the squash court. For 
years, he would bring protective eyewear to the court and wear the goggles for a while until he 
decided that they impeded his vision, at which time the desire to win points would overcome 
concern about eye injuries, and he would discard the protective goggles and continue to play.  
 
Hackerman hated waste. For example, he advocated that pieces of soap could be picked up off 
the floor of the shower in the gym and kneaded together to make usable bars. His squash 
wearing apparel witnessed his aversion to waste. Some of his t-shirts were more holes than 
shirts and might display writing celebrating some event that occurred during his Rice 
presidency.  
 
He would play a specified number of games at each meeting. During his 80s that number was 
usually six. However, in his late 80s or early 90s, he had an aggressive case of prostate cancer 
that required radiation treatment. Although Hackerman was close to superhuman, he was not 
completely immune from the effects of radiation. While most patients would probably be 
confined to bed rest as a result of the treatments, Hackerman continued to play squash—but did 
reduce the number of games. During that time, his body had various blue markings on it that the 
oncologists had made to direct the radiation. His opponents could assess his recovery as the 
number of games would rise back to four, then five, then six again. In his last years, his typical 
number of games was five, but in his last few months, his blood had a low iron count and he had 
difficulty breathing, at which times he would sometimes manage only three games. The games 
were always followed by a conversation in the steam room in which he discussed philosophical 
questions, educational matters, or policy issues, and would invariably show interest and concern 
for his squash opponent friends. No group of people outside of his family will miss Norman 
Hackerman more than his squash partners.  
 
Hackerman worked enough for at least five careers: researcher, administrator, teacher, public 
advocate for basic science, and business consultant. He never stopped working. He was 
thinking about new projects in battery development as late as one month prior to his death. He 
taught a freshman seminar at UT through May 2007, and he was scheduled to teach in the fall.  
 
Testimonial after testimonial describes Hackerman as a generous, no-nonsense, cut-to-the-
heart-of-the-matter man who was at the same time kind to all, regardless of station in life. Work, 
friends, and family truly did make life sweet for Norman Hackerman, while he in turn made life 
better for the many individuals and institutions that he touched. Hackerman’s professional 
contributions were much honored in his lifetime; and his family and many friends will continue to 
be enriched by his memory.  
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Henry and Lucy Selby (ca. 1980 – ca. 2004)  
Lucy Reed Garretson Selby died peacefully Wednesday after battling lung cancer and 
congestive heart failure. Five days before Christmas 1936, Lucy was born to Mary and Robert 
Garretson, then of Oak Park, Illinois. She spent much of her childhood in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
outside Cleveland, attending Abbot Academy in Massachusetts before attaining a bachelor's 
degree in English literature from Radcliffe College in 1958. A gifted pianist, she enrolled at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music in London. While there, she met a winsome Canadian studying 
classical languages. She and Henry Selby were wed in 1960, moving a year later with their 
infant son, Gardner, to Palo Alto, California, where Henry enrolled in the anthropology doctoral 
program at Stanford University. Lucy gave birth to Mary Theadosia in 1963. Two summers later, 
the family moved to a Zapotec village outside Oaxaca, Mexico, for 12 months of field work. The 
family was completed with Thomas in 1967. Lucy started work on her own doctorate in 
anthropology by the late 1960s. Lucy finished her dissertation in 1972, living through and 
chronicling the women's liberation movement in Austin. She took self-defense classes at the 
Armadillo World Headquarters. For five years, Lucy lived in Philadelphia and nearby Bala-
Cynwyd. She taught courses at Temple University in everything from the theory of evolution to 
witchcraft to women's studies. The family returned to Austin in 1977. Henry rejoined the 
University of Texas's anthropology department while Lucy became research director of the 
Austin American-Statesman, a post she held for 11 years, during which she helped launch the 
Statesman Capitol 10,000. Lucy embraced politics, supporting Cissy Farenthold's gubernatorial 
bid in 1972, also helping Jane Wells win a seat on the State Board of Education. That summer, 
she stayed up to the wee hours when South Dakota Sen. George McGovern accepted the 
Democratic Party's nomination for president. She and Henry were among thousands who sent 
telegrams to the White House a year later objecting to the Friday Night Massacre, President 
Nixon's attempt to shut down an independent inquiry into the Watergate break-in. In 1978, she 
attended the National Women's Conference in Houston, coming home with an autograph on a 
cocktail napkin from Jane Fonda. Lucy also volunteered with the Association for Retarded 
Citizens, serving a year as the group's Austin president. She helped in Ann Richards' 1990 
gubernatorial campaign, moving to the Sam Houston Building during Richards' administration. 
At the time, she composed a puckish poem on the perils of fielding correspondence on the 
governor's behalf. She later helped Kirk Watson ascend to mayor and Brigid Shea and Daryl 
Slusher win City Council seats. Lucy also embraced cultural adventure, slapping Aretha 
Franklin, Nina Simone and Thelonius Monk on the turntable, serving on the board of Austin 
Ballet Theater and occasionally joining friends for a night with Austin's Uranium Savages; she 
even put up with one son's insistence on repeated listens to Joe Ely. Into the '70s, she teased 
her naturally bright red kinky curls into a tall Afro that she later sheared -- somewhat but never 
entirely tamed. Throughout her life, Lucy relished conversation, bringing to bear her 
incandescent intellect, barbed wit and a faith in her convictions that daunted those who differed. 
Her engagement in nearly any discussion was heartfelt, her advice treasured. Her husband 
called her ``a truth teller'; a granddaughter said Lucy ``wasn't about to lie to make you happy.' 
She was a voracious reader (she once finished the Tolkien trio, ``Lord of the Rings,' in two 
days), played solitaire past midnights, and had an artful, inspiring way in her kitchen, making 
Sunday dinner a feast of thanks for those fortunate to sit at her table. She rarely babysat her 
grandkids, but insisted on yielding them as many desserts as they could request. She loved the 
ocean, whether by Cape Cod, off the coast of southern France or near Port Aransas in the brunt 
of summer. Once in the water, she bodysurfed or swam among the waves. In the past few 
years, Lucy survived pneumonia and gave up smoking. She also discovered and explored her 
talent as a potter. Her colorful butter dishes and mailbox on Ramona Street stirred talk of a 
manufacturing business. Her playful sculptures, many tinged with deviltry, will be wrestled over 
by family and friends. One creation is part of a towering totem on display at Clayways, her 
studio away from home. Lucy was preceded in death by her parents and brother, Gardner, of 
Venice, California. She is survived by her sister, Helen, of Boston, Mass.; her husband, Henry; 
children, Gardner and his wife, Kaye Schultz, of Austin, Theadosia and her husband, Robert 
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Johnstone, of San Francisco, and Thomas and his wife, Deirdre Doyle, of Arlington, Virginia. 
Other survivors include six grandchildren, Brendan, Beck, Grace, Jordan, Brose and Anna; her 
nephew, Sean Berkley and his wife, Aida Valeria, of Austin, and their son, Santiago. A memorial 
service is scheduled at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, July 11 at her home, 2000 Sharon Lane. In place of 
flowers, donations to the Lucy Garretson Scholarship Fund, Clayways Pottery and Studio, 5442 
Burnet Road, Austin, 78756, would be welcomed. 
Published in Austin American-Statesman on July 9, 2004  

 

 
Water service permit to F.C. Hopkins for this house (1938) 
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Sewer connection application to F.C. Hopkins for this house (1938) 


