
1. The long-term rapidity of job and population growth in 
central Texas is driving a collapse in overall affordability, 
especially within the central city. 

2. Austin is still relatively affordable from a national 
perspective, but much less so than in the past. 

3. Relatively stagnant wages coupled with steep increases in 
housing costs are the main forces driving our affordability 
collapse. 

4. A strong dichotomy of affordability between the City and 
the remainder of the metro area is emerging.  Austin is one 
of the most economically segregated metros in the country. 

5. Changes in affordability are influencing demographic 
landscapes. 
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Source: American Community Survey, 2013 1-year 

estimates, Table B19113. 
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