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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 27, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0153 
1908 AIROLE WAY 

 
PROPOSAL 

Deconstruct and re-build a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Raised one-story, irregular-plan, flat- and shed-roofed mid-century Modern design house 
with a combination of exterior materials, including wood siding and stone; banks of 
casement windows. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built by local mid-century Modern designer and builder A.D. Stenger.  As 
was his typical business model, Stenger built houses for his friends and associates with 
them in mind.  The first owners and occupants of this house were Frederick and Alma 
Ward.  Frederick Ward was an attorney who specialized in criminal justice, and was a 
strong advocate for the rehabilitation of criminal offenders.  He served as the Southern 
Director of the National Probation and Parole Association, later the National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency.  He had a background in social work, and worked for the humane 
treatment of criminals with a focus on their rehabilitation into society.  In 1968, he and his 
wife moved to New York City to serve as the Executive Vice-President of the National 
Council on Crime and Delinquency.  He worked to get the United Nations to adopt the 
policy of allowing foreign prisoners to serve their time in their home country, and worked 
with LBJ on the president’s Crime Commission Report. 
The Wards lived in this house until around 1962; it was then owned and occupied by 
Kenneth Kaiser, an architect, who lived here until around 1966.  Jesse and Edith 
Thompson rented the house in the late 1960s; he was the proprietor of Central Feed and 
Seed, located in the South Congress Avenue building that now houses Guero’s Restaurant.  
Another architect, David Voelter, and his wife, Karen, owned the house in the 1970s; from 
the mid-1980s until around 2000, the house was owned and occupied by Tom and Scottie 
Bass.  Tom Bass worked for the Texas Education Agency; Scottie Bass was a long-time 
teacher in Austin, and the principal of Oak Hill Elementary School.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Either postpone to May 18, 2015 or initiate a historic zoning case.  This is an excellent 
example of Stenger’s mid-century Modern style in Austin, and has the requisite historical 
associations to warrant consideration as a historic landmark.  Staff also recommends 
investigation of the Stenger subdivisions on Airole Way and Arthur Street as a potential 
historic district, or (with a Code amendment), creation of a thematic historic district for 
Stenger houses in Austin. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1908 Airole Way 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1908 Airole Way 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2015 
 
1992  Tom and Scottie Bass, owners 
  Tom:  No occupation listed 

Scottie: Principal, AISD 
 
1985-86 Tom and Scottie Bass (not listed as owners) 

Employed by the Texas Education Agency 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Tom and Scottie Bass were new residents at 
this address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  David L. and Karen Voelter, owners 

Architect, Jessen Associates, architects, 700 American National Bank Tower, 
221 W. 6th Street. 

 
1973  David L. and Karen Voelter, owners 

Architect 
 
1968  Jesse B. and Edith Thompson, renters 
  Proprietor, Central Feed and Seed Company, 1412 S. Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  David Voelter is listed as a student living at 2008-C Scenic Drive. 
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1965  H. Kenneth Kaiser, owner 
  Architect and designer 
 
1964  H. Kenneth Kaiser, owner 
  Architect and designer 
 
1963  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 

Southern director, National Council on Crime and Delinquency, 530 Littlefield 
Building. 

 
1962  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 

Director, National Council on Crime and Delinquency, 530 Littlefield Building. 
 
1961  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
 
1960  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1959  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1958  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1957  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1955  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1954  Frederick and Alma J. Ward, Jr., owners 

Lawyer, 727-29 Littlefield Building; and Director, national Probation and Parole 
Association. 

 
1953  Frederick Ward, Jr., owner (no wife listed) 
  Director, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1952  Frederick and Alma Ward, Jr., renters 
  Manager, National Probation and Parole Association 
 
1949 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 NOTE:  Frederick and Alma Ward are not listed in the directory. 
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Obituary of Frederick Ward, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, September 17, 1997 
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Obituary of Scottie Bass 

Austin American-Statesman, December 24, 2000 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Hi Steve, 
In short, our goal for this project is primarily to remodel the interior spaces and build an 
addition to the south (away from the street).  Upon closer inspection of the foundation and 
roof structure, and after conferring with colleagues who have remodeled Stengers in the 
past, we determined that it would be far more effective to dismantle and rebuild the 
existing house on a solid foundation.  As such, we applied for a total demolition permit. 
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