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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 27, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0304 
2111 GARDEN STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, clipped 
front-gabled, independent porch; single 1:1 fenestration; ornamental metal porch posts and 
railings. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built over the winter of 1939-1940; Mary Aleman is the name on the 
building and utility permits; she was the daughter of Jesse (Jesus) and Josephine (Josefa) 
Aleman, who were the first owners and occupants of the house.  Both Jesus and Josefa 
Aleman were born in Mexico; Jesus immigrated to the United States in 1902, Josefa in 
1911.  Jesus Aleman worked as a farm laborer in Del Valle for many years before moving 
into Austin, where he worked as a laborer for the City Street Department, and later for 
Dezendorf Marble Company.  The Aleman family lived here until around 1946, when they 
moved to 2004 Willow Street, and rented this house out.  However, by 1948, Jesus and 
Josefa’s son, Manuel, was listed as the owner and occupant of the house.  Manuel was an 
upholsterer. 
Around 1960, the house was sold to Dora Ramos, a widow, who later opened Dora’s Tavern 
on E. 6th Street (where the Shangri-La is now). 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation over demolition, and adaptive re-use if feasible; otherwise release 
the permit upon the completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2111 Garden Street 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2111 Garden Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2015 
 
1992  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Proprietor, Dora’s Tavern, 1016 E. 6th Street. 
 
1981  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Proprietor, Dora’s Tavern, 1016 E. 6th Street. 
 
1977  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Widow, Joe Ramos 

Proprietor, Dora’s Tavern, 1016 E. 6th Street. 
 
1973  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Widow, Joe Ramos 
  Proprietor, Dora’s Tavern, 1016 E. 6th Street. 
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1968  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  Widow, Joe Ramos 
  Proprietor, Dora’s Tavern, 1016 E. 6th Street. 

NOTE:  The site of Dora’s Tavern is now the Shangri-La Bar at the corner of 6th 
and Medina Streets. 

 
1962  Dora C. Ramos, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Manuel and Phyllis Aleman, owners 
  Upholsterer, Austin Industries, furniture, 4311 S. Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE: Neither Joe nor Dora Ramos are listed in the directory. 
 
1955  Phyllis Aleman, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Manuel Aleman is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Joe and Teodora Ramos are listed at 300 Gonzales Street; he was a 
butcher at the Municipal Abattoir. 

 
1952  Manuel and Phyllis Aleman, owners 
  Upholsterer 
 
1949  Manuel and Phyllis Aleman, owners 

Helper, Economy Furniture, upholstering, 5100 E. 5th Street. 
 
1947  John and Mary Ledesma, renters 
  Laborer 

NOTE:  Jesse and Josephine Aleman are listed at 2004 Willow Street; he was a 
marble cutter.  With them lived Manuel Aleman; he was an upholsterer. 

 
1944-45 Jesse and Josephine Aleman, owners 
  Rock worker 
 
1941  Jesse and Josephine Aleman, renters 
  Laborer 

Also listed are Jesus Aleman, a laborer for Dezendorf Marble Company, 3000 E. 
17th Street; and Manuel Aleman, a dishwasher at the Blue Bird Ice Cream and 
Sandwich Shop, 1307 Congress Avenue. 

 
1940 The address is not listed in the directory.  Jesse (Jesus) and Josephine Aleman 

are listed at 1509 E. 3rd Street; he was a laborer. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Jesse (Jesus) and Josephine Aleman (ca. 1940 – ca. 1946) 
Manuel and Phyllis Aleman (ca. 1948 – ca. 1960) 
Jesse and Josephine Aleman appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $1,200 ($200 more than the houses on either side of it at 2109 and 2113 
Garden Street).Jesse Aleman was 40, had been born in Mexico, and was a laborer for a marble 
company. Josephine Aleman was 38, had been born in Mexico, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 6 children: Mary, 21, a housekeeper for a private family; Josephine, 17; Manuel, 15; 
Janie, 11; Jesse, 9; and Alice, 5.  All of the children had been born in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. 
Census shows Jesus and Josephine Aleman as the renters of the house at 1421 E. 2nd Street in 
Austin.  He was a laborer for the city Street Department.  Their children were Marie [Mary in the 
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1940 census], 12; Fannie, 10 (not listed with them in the 1940 census); Josephine, 8; Manuel, 6; 
and Juanita [listed as Janie in the 1940 census], 3.  The 1930 U.S. Census reveals that Jesus 
Aleman had immigrated to the United States in 1902; Josephine Aleman had immigrated in 
1911.  His World War I draft registration card shows that he was a farm laborer in Del Valle in 
1918; he was listed as an alien. 
 
Manuel Aleman was born February 18, 1925 in Del Valle.  His birth certificate shows that he 
was the 4th child of Jesus Aleman and Josefa Ruiz Aleman, who were living in Del Valle at that 
time.  Jesus Aleman had been born in Mexico and was a farmer; Josefa Aleman had been born 
in Mexico and was a housewife. 
 

 

 
Obituary of Josefa (Josephine) Aleman 

Austin American-Statesman, April 14, 1974 
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Obituary of Jesus (Jesse) Aleman 

Austin American-Statesman, January 6,1994 
 
ALEMAN, Manuel 
Age 89, of Austin, passed away March 13, 2014. Service March 16, 7 p.m. at Weed-Corley- Fish Chapel South 
Congress, Austin, TX. 

Obituary of Manuel Aleman 
Austin American-Statesman, March 15, 2014 

 
 



 D.24 - 7 

 
News story on an attack on Dora Ramos 

Austin Statesman, July 27, 1964 
 
 

 

 
Building permit to Mary Aleman for the construction of this house (1939) 
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Water service permit to Mary Aleman for this house (1939) 
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Application for a sewer connection by Mary Aleman for this house (1939) 
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Building permit to Jesus Aleman to repair the house (1950) and to Ysidora Ramos for a frame 

addition (1973) 
 
 
The foundation was repaired in 2009; siding was repaired or replaced in 2010. 

 
 


