
 May 16, 2015 
 

1300 Maple Avenue  
Historic Case #HDP-2015-0302 
Review Case #PR-2015-036216 
 
Historic Landmark Commission: 
 
 
Two of the main goals of the Chestnut Neighborhood Plan are to “Reinforce the historic and cultural 
character of Chestnut by identifying and designating landmarks” and to “Promote the rehabilitation of 
existing housing and new infill housing compatible with the old style of the Chestnut neighborhood.” 

In the pursuit of these goals The Chestnut NPCT supports the city staff report that identifies the 
biographical and architectural significance of this home and recommends to initiate an historic zoning 
case. 

Our diverse NPCT of over 75 neighborhood stakeholders voted to support initiating historic zoning for 
this 102 year old home to preserve its architectural and biographical contributions to our 
neighborhoodʼs history. 
 
Our NPCT has a long track record of finding ways to uphold our neighborhood plan while working with 
developers and home owners to find creative and productive solutions that enhance the fabric of our 
neighborhood while preserving its character and we think this is the best way to accomplish this goal 
for this home. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Cavan Merski 

Chairman, Chestnut NPCT 

	
  

	
  

	
  



 May 16, 2015 
 

1710 Maple Avenue  
Historic Case #HDP-2015-0151 
Review Case #PR-2014-020491 
 
Historic Landmark Commission: 
 
 
Two of the main goals of the Chestnut Neighborhood Plan are to “Reinforce the historic and cultural 
character of Chestnut by identifying and designating landmarks” and to “Promote the rehabilitation of 
existing housing and new infill housing compatible with the old style of the Chestnut neighborhood.” 

The Chestnut NPCT has spoken with the applicant for demolition for 1710 Maple in an attempt to 
advocate for rehabilitating this home.  We expressed support for keeping this structure as it is in 
acceptable structural condition and is currently occupied by a tenant.  The city staff report concludes 
that it has a long history with African-American families in the neighborhood, and is a good 
example of its architectural style that our plan specifically aims to preserve.  We werenʼt able to 
reconcile with the developer who wishes to demolish the home in favor of multiple new structures 
on the lot. 

It is for these reasons that the majority our diverse NPCT of over 75 members voted to support 
initiating historic zoning for this 102 year old home to preserve its architectural and biographical 
contributions to our neighborhoodʼs history. 
 
Our NPCT has a long history of finding ways to uphold our neighborhood plan while working with 
developers and home owners to find creative and productive solutions that enhance the fabric of our 
neighborhood while preserving its character and we think this is the best way to accomplish this goal 
for this home. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Cavan Merski 

Chairman, Chestnut NPCT 
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