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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 27, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0530 
1113 ROBERT E. LEE ROAD 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1941 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, U-plan frame house with asbestos siding; single and paired 1:1 windows with 
wood screens with a diamond-paned configuration in the upper “sash”.  What appears to 
have been a stone-veneered porch on the house has been enclosed with metal-framed 
windows; exterior battered stone chimney. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1941 for Roy and Margaret Schnautz shortly after 
their marriage.  Roy Schnautz was the manager of a liquor store at the time he and 
Margaret built this house, but he had been a plumber by trade, and he later went into the 
contracting business.  Roy and Margaret Schnautz lived in this house until around 1946, 
when they moved to the house next door, which had an address of 1409 Robert E. Lee Road 
(this house had an early address of 1407 Robert E. Lee Road). 
The next owners and occupants were Angus and Beatrice McDonald; the house remained in 
the McDonald family until 2009.  Angus McDonald was an actuary who worked for the 
State Board of Insurance Commissioners for many years.  Beatrice McDonald was active in 
the PTA and the Baptist Church.  Their son, Jeffrey McDonald, was a highly-commended 
Air Force pilot and distinguished himself in his youth by rescuing two children, on different 
occasions, from drowning. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff requests that the applicant consider rehabilitation of this house as part of the larger 
development proposal on this site.  The house does not have the requisite architectural or 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark, but it does 
reflect the early architectural character of the Zilker neighborhood.  It is also on a very 
large lot, which is going to be more intensively developed.  If the rehabilitation and 
adaptive re-use of this house is not feasible, then staff recommends relocation over 
demolition, but release of the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1113 Robert E Lee Road 
ca. 1941 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1113 Robert E Lee Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2015 
 
1992  Beatrice E. McDonald, owner 

Retired 
 
1985-86 Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Retired  
 
1981  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Retired  
 
1977  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Retired  
 
1973  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Chief Casualty Actuary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners 
 
1968  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Chief Casualty Actuary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners 
 
1962  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Chief Casualty Actuary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners 
 
1959  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
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Chief Actuary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners; 3rd, 4th, and 5th floors of 
International Life Building 

 
1955  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Casualty actuary 

NOTE: The house is listed as 1407 Robert E. Lee Road.  
 
1952  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Casualty actuary 

NOTE: The house is listed as 1407 Robert E. Lee Road.  
 
1949  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Assistant actuary 

NOTE: The house is listed as 1407 Robert E. Lee Road.  
 
1947  Angus L. and Beatrice E. McDonald, owners 
  Director, Auto section, State Board of Insurance Commissioners 

NOTE:  The house is listed as 1407 Robert E Lee Road.  
NOTE:  Roy and Margaret Schnautz are listed at 1409 Robert E. Lee Road; he 
was a contractor with his office at his house. 

 
1944-45 Roy L. and Margaret Schnautz, owners 
  Manager, Swift Place, liquor, 109 E. 7th Street. 

NOTE: The house is listed as 1407 Robert E Lee Road, but the alphabetical 
listing for Roy and Margaret Schnautz shows them at 815 Park Place. 
NOTE: Angus L. and Beatrice McDonald are listed at 1604 Alta Vista Avenue; he 
was the assistant director–actuary for the State Board of Insurance 
Commissioners.  

 
1942  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Roy L. and Margaret Schnautz are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Roy and Margaret Schnautz (ca. 1943 – ca. 1946) 
Roy Schnautz appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 32-year old son of William and Sarah 
Schnautz, who owned their home at 1407 W. 5th Street in Austin.  Roy had been born in Texas, 
was not married, and worked as a plumber.  His parents were the owners of a grocery store.  
The 1930 U.S. Census shows the Schnautz family at 1403 W. 5th Street.  Roy was a 21-year old 
plumber.  His father was a laborer. 
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Obituary of Roy Schnautz 

Austin American-Statesman, July 6, 1993 
 
Angus and Beatrice McDonald (ca. 1946 – ca. 2009) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Angus and Beatrice McDonald renting a duplex at 605 Park 
Boulevard in Austin.  Angus McDonald was 30, had been born in Texas, and was the chief rater 
for the State Insurance Commission.  Beatrice McDonald was 27, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Lamont, 4, who had been born in Oklahoma; 
and James, 2, who had been born in Texas.  The family had lived in Port Arthur, Texas in 1935.  
Beatrice McDonald was active in the PTA and dedicated to religious life; she was the first 
female deacon in Texas at the University Baptist Church.  The McDonalds’ son Jeffrey, who 
spent his childhood at 1113 Robert E. Lee, was a distinguished airman and lifeguard. 
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Obituary of Angus L. McDonald 

Austin American-Statesman, April 5, 1983 
 
 

 

 



 D.11 - 8 

 
News article and photo showing Beatrice McDonald as the district president of the PTA of 

Austin 
Austin Statesman, Feb 4, 1959 

 

 
News article on the election of Beatrice McDonald as president ot the 7th district of the Texas 

Congress of Parents and Teachers 
Austin Statesman, April 22, 1958 
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Article on  the commendation for Jeffrey N. McDonald, son of Angus and Beatrice McDonald 

Austin Statesman, November 12, 1972 
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Article commending Jeff McDonald, son of Angus and Beatrice McDonald, for the rescue of 2 

children 
Austin Statesman, June 15, 1964 

 
 


