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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 10, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0532 
510 LOCKHART DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1953 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partial-width inset porch; 
glass block accents; single 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1953 for Wendell and Opal Morrow by Coy Dobbins, the proprietor 
of the Dobbins Lumber Company on Barton Springs Road.  Wendell Morrow was a student 
when he and Opal built this house; Opal worked as an administrative assistant at the 
University of Texas.  Wendell  then taught in the public schools, was employed by the IRS, 
and was a civil engineer at Bergstrom Air Force Base.  Opal Morrow continued to work as 
an executive assistant at the University of Texas.  Opal Morrow died in 1981; it appears 
that Wendell Morrow moved out of this house shortly thereafter; he died in 1989. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey.  It was listed as contributing to the proposed 
Bluebonnet Hills Historic District, but more recent re-evaluations of the status of houses 
within the district will likely result in a staff recommendation that this house does not 
contribute to the historic character of the district due to its age and having been built after 
the period of significance for the district. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the owner to reconsider demolition of the house in favor of constructing an 
addition and adaptive re-use; while the house is not contributing to the historic character of 
the district, it is of a style and scale that is compatible with the district.  However, the 
house does not qualify as a historic landmark, so staff recommends consideration of 
relocation over demolition, and in either event, release of the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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510 Lockhart Drive 
ca. 1953 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

510 Lockhart Drive 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2012 
 
1990  Ruth Alsobrook, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Ruth Alsobrook was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Terry Thoen, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Wendell P. and Opal L. Morrow, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Wendell P. and Opal Morrow, owners 
  Civil engineer, Bergstrom Air Force Base 
 
1973  Wendell P. and Opal Morrow, owners 

Employed by the IRS 
 
1969  Wendell P. and Opal L. Morrow, owners 
  Wendell: Teacher, public schools 
  Opal:  Executive assistant, University of Texas 
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1962  Wendell P. and Opal Morrow, owners 

Wendell: CSP, 807 Scarbrough Building 
Opal:  Administrative assistant, University of Texas 

 
1957  Wendell P. and Opal L. Morrow, owners 
  Wendell: Student 
  Opal:  Administrative assistant, University of Texas 
 
1952  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Wendell P. and Opal Morrow are not listed in the directory. 
 

 
Obituary of Opal Morrow 

Austin American-Statesman, January 26, 1981 
 

 
Obituary of Wendell P. Morrow 

Austin American-Statesman, December 18, 1989 
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Building permit to Wendell P. Morrow for the construction of this house (1953) 

 

 
Water service permit to Coy Dobbins, the owner of the Dobbins Lumber Company, for this 

address (1953) 
 
 



 D.1 - 6 

 
Sewer connection application by Coy Dobbins, the builder of this house (1953) 

 

 
Building permit to William P. Morrow for a frame addition (1967) 

 
 


