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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

AUGUST 24, 2015 

NRD-2015-0079 

2517 Hartford Road 

Old West Austin National Register Historic District 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish the circa 1951 house. The house is a contributing building to the Old West Austin 

National Register Historic District 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

2517 Hartford is a one story asymmetrical side gabled ranch. The building is brick with a 

small frame addition on the side. It has a picture window on the front of the building and 

double hung windows throughout the elevations.  

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Demolish the entire building.  

 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 

The property was built around 1951. The first two owners, Thomas C. Collier and Albert 

and Lucile Brown each only lived in the building for a few years. Both Albert and Thomas 

were state workers. The third owner of the house was Mrs. Cora M. Martin who lived in the 

house from themed 1950s to the mid 1960s. Mrs. Cora Martin, a widow of Francis, was also 

a professor at University of Texas. Cora was charged with the establishment of the 

Elementary Education program at the University of Texas. Through her time at UT she 

became one of the first women to be a full professor and to hold membership in the 

Graduate Faculty. Cora sold her house in 1965 to Margaret Eppright. Margaret was also a 

professor at University of Texas. She studied Biochemistry and Nutrition at University of 

Texas and became part of the Department of Home Economics in 1949. She rose to the rank 

of Chairman of the department. Like Cora, Margaret was able to earn her Senior 

Professorship at a time when few women held that title. She was also one of the first 

women to chair a department at the University.  

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 

District.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon the Commission’s review of the plans for new construction. 

Complete a City of Austin Documentation Package prior to release of the demolition permit 

and consider installing a plaque at the property acknowledging the history of Cora Martin 

and Margaret Eppright. While the house has an important history with have two 
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pioneering women at the University of Texas, the building does not possess the 

architectural or community significance required of Historic Landmark Status 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2517 Hartford Road 

Circa 1951                                                      

 

 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2517 Hartford Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August 2015 
 
1992  Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  retired 
 
1985-86 Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  Professor Emeritus University of Texas 
 
1981  Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  Professor University of Texas 
 
1977  Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  Professor University of Texas 
 
1973  Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  Professor University of Texas 
 
1968  Margaret A. Eppright, owner 
  Professor University of Texas 
 
1962  Mrs. Cora M. Martin, owner 
  Widow to Francis R. Martin, Professor at University of Texas  
 
1959  Mrs. Cora M. Martin, owner 
  Widow to Francis R. Martin, Professor at University of Texas  
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1955  Albert and Lucile Brown, owner 
  Director of State Comptroller 
 
1952  Thomas C. Collier, owner 
  Assistant Engineer- State Highway Department 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
MARGARET ANNE EPPRIGHT  

Margaret Eppright’s life exemplifies the indomitable spirit and formidable drive of an early Texas 
pioneer woman transposed into a 20th Century setting. From those of us lucky enough to call her 
leader, mentor, and friend, and to have experienced first-hand her even-handedness, wisdom, and 
eloquence, this memoriam is offered as a tribute. Except for a four-year stint at Iowa State University, 
Professor Eppright’s administrative, research, teaching, and professional career, spanning 33 years from 
completion of the Doctor of Philosophy in 1945 until her retirement as professor emeritus in 1978, was 
dedicated to serving undergraduate and graduate students at The University of Texas at Austin. She 
mentored and encouraged many young women to aspire to academic and scientific careers. 
 
Born on April 21, 1913, Professor Eppright graduated from Austin High School in 1929, on the cusp of 
the Great Depression, an accomplishment requiring a daily commute by train and trolley car from her 
home in Manor, Texas. She completed the Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1933; the Doctor of Philosophy 
Degree was granted to her by The University of Texas at Austin in 1945. Portions of that work were 
published in 1946 in The Journal of General Physiology, a study titled “Effects of Certain Limiting 
Conditions on the Synthesis of B Vitamins by Yeast.” She was a student of an early and inspiring 
biochemist, Dr. Roger J. Williams, whose writings presaged the current interest in human phenotype and 
nutrition. She, and her life-long friend, Dr. Lorene Rogers, a past president of the University, 
collaborated with Dr. Williams on early writings, including Biochemical Individuality and Nutrition in a 
Nutshell.  
 
Professor Eppright was not content to toil in the backwaters of the academic arena. She returned to the 
University in 1949 as a faculty member in the Department of Home Economics and earned promotion to 
a senior professorship and member of the graduate faculty. Her leadership ability was recognized by 
faculty and administrators alike by continuing reappointment to the chair of the department. Her 
research experience and knowledge of the scientific literature contributed to her vision of the 
department, not as the domestic arts of the early 1900s, but as a cluster of human sciences, devoted to 
the well-being of the individual and family. Her stature as a nutrition scientist is evident in the invitation 
to attend the First White House Conference on Food, Nutrition, and Health in 1969. Her guidance in 
matters of faculty recruitment and her insistence on scientific research and creative endeavor were 
instrumental in shaping the current Department of Human Ecology, part of the College of Natural 
Sciences. Retirement as professor emeritus in 1978 did not slow Professor Eppright’s keen mind, and 
she continued to accumulate and integrate scientific knowledge from chemistry and nutrition literature.  
 
Professor Eppright left us on June 29, 2007, and she is missed. 
From University of Texas Faculty Memorials  

 

Margaret Anne Eppright 
Born April 21, 1913 
Died June 29, 2007 
 
Margaret Anne Eppright, Ph.D., was a woman ahead of her time in many ways. Born in Manor, Texas, to 



Charles Chaplin Eppright and Iva Alford Eppright, she attended elementary and junior high school in that 
rural community, then commuted by train and trolley car to graduate from Austin High School in 1929. 
Asked why she made such an effort to graduate from a major high school, she exclaimed, “I’m not 
content to just sit home and make fig preserves!” Also unusual for Texas girls of the time, in summers 
she traveled to Maine to serve as a counselor at a Jewish girls’ camp. This entailed a long, hot train ride 
but at this early age she was determined to travel and see the world. 
 
Professor Eppright studied Biochemistry and Nutrition at the University of Texas, completing her BA in 
1933, MA in 1935 and Ph.D. in 1945. She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and was a student and 
collaborator of the well-known nutritionist, Roger J. Williams, Ph.D. She initially joined the faculty of 
Iowa State University and then returned to Austin in 1949 as a member of the University of Texas 
Department of Home Economics, where she rose through the ranks to become Chairman.  
 
Professor Eppright held memberships and offices in a number of scientific societies and was invited to 
attend the White House Conference on Food, Nutrition and Health in 1969. In addition to other honors, 
she received the Scarbrough Award for Excellence in Teaching in 1955. 
 
Professor Eppright’s emphasis on higher education was at a time when very few women held senior 
Professorships and she was one of the first to Chair a department at the University of Texas. In addition 
to her teaching and administrative duties, she conducted research on vitamins, including nutritional 
deficiencies in low-income women, vegetarians and vegans. 
 
Professor Eppright retired as Professor Emeritus in 1978, but remained active in professional societies 
and read widely in chemistry and engineering. She also enjoyed foreign travel and became active in 
genealogy research, spending many hours studying the history of the Eppright family. 
 
An outstanding teacher and mentor to her students and young members of her family, Professor 
Eppright emphasized the value of hard work and education and encouraged young women to pursue 
professional careers before that was the norm. Her kindness and generosity live on in the many people 
she helped and inspired to make the most of their God-given talents. 
 
Professor Eppright was predeceased by her parents and by her brother, Charles C. Eppright, Jr. (Bay 
City), and is survived by her sister, Ethel Eppright Davis (Austin) and her sister-in-law, Dorothy Leigh 
Eppright (Austin). She is also survived by her nephews, Charles Eppright and his wife Patsy (Austin) and 
their children, Brian Eppright and his wife Susan and children Elizabeth and Hunter (Lubbock), and 
Megan Eppright (Austin); David Eppright (Pensacola); John Leigh (Austin) and his daughters, Lisa Leigh 
Kelly and her husband Tim and daughters Chloe and Charis (Mesa, AZ), and Rebecca Leigh Cole and her 
husband Tim and sons Connor and Christian (Austin); and James Leigh and his wife Jane and their sons, 
Dan and Robert (College Station). Surviving cousins include Edith Eppright (Charlotte), Nancy Eppright 
Nordquist (Austin), Ann Heffington Milam (Seattle), Russ Eppright and his wife Charline (Austin). 

From Ancestry.com Obituaries 



Dr. Cora M. Martin 

 
"Cora Merriman was the youngest of eight 
children born to Theodore and Elizabeth 
Merriman of Chico, Texas. Soon after 
graduation from high school there, Cora 
married Francis Robert Martin. Their 
happy together on a ranch at Martin's 
Prairie was cut shortly by his death the 
following year. Then it was that Mrs. 
Martin began preparation for a teaching 
career." She graduated from North Texas 
State Normal School in Denton in 1909 
and began teaching. 

"Her first teaching experience was at 
Monday, Texas. Later she taught in Fort 
Worth and Paducah, Texas." Mrs. Martin 
received her B.A. in 1919 and her M.A. in 
1922 from Teachers College at Columbia 
University in New York. "Following a year 
as primary supervisor at the Bloomsburg 
Normal School in Pennsylvania, she 
returned (1923) to the North Texas State 
Teachers College." She taught in the 

demonstration school on the campus and eventually was promoted to supervisor and finally teaching 
elementary education. Then in 1927 Mrs. Martin decided to move to the University of Texas so she 
could work on her doctorate while serving as assistant professor of elementary education. Then in 1927 
Mrs. Martin decided to move to the University of Texas so she could work on her doctorate while 
serving as assistant professor of elementary education. She received her Ph.D. in 1936. 

While Mrs. Martin taught at the University of Texas, she lived in the Faulty Women's Club where she and 
Dr. Annie Webb Blanton frequently discussed plans for the founding of Delta Kappa Gamma. An active 
member and officer of a wide variety of academic and social organizations, Cora Martin played a key 
role in advising Dr. Blanton concerning the Constitution, initiation ritual and program of work. She also 
polished Dr. Blanton's lyric for the "Delta Kappa Gamma Song," fitting it to the tune of "Men of Harlech." 
When election of officers took place, Mrs. Martin was selected to be keeper of the records. 

"As the years wore on, she was first vice-president of Alpha Chapter four years and state keeper of the 
records. On the national level she was committee chairman of Necrology (1930-1931), Initiation (1931-
1932 and 1938-1939) and Figurines (1950-1952). Dr. Martin also served on the following committees: 



Membership (1930-1940), Insignia (1940-1941), Equal Rights Amendment (1941-1943) and Constitution 
(1952-1954). She represented the Founders on the National Planning Committee and on the 
Administrative Board." She is credited with the installation of Alpha Epsilon, Alpha Zeta, Alpha Eta and 
Beta Tau Chapters in Texas. She assisted with the organization of Alpha Sigma State Organization, 
Washington and helped Dr. Blanton install Gamma State Organization, Oklahoma. 

Dr. Martin, who had been suffering from heart problems for several years, collapsed after returning 
home from the 1964 International Convention in San Francisco. She moved into the Stillwell Residence, 
a home for retired teachers in Waco, Texas. She died there on April 12, 1965, and was laid to rest in the 
Chico Cemetery near her husband and baby daughter.  
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Dr. Cora Martin Dies; Rites Here Wednesday
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Apr 13, 1965; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
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Cora Martin To Be Honored
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Dec 10, 1953; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. A16


	NRD-2015-0079 1311 2517 Hartford Road
	Bios
	Dr. Cora M. Martin

	martin_cm Biography
	Martin
	Martin 1

