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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

AUGUST 24, 2015 

NRD-2015-0069 

1300 Northwood Road 

Old West Austin National Register Historic District 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a 1 story detached outbuilding/garage and build a new two story accessory 

detached building.  The house and existing garage are contributing buildings to the Old 

West Austin National Register Historic District 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

1300 Northwood Road is a one and a half story Tudor Revival brick and stucco single family 

residential building. It has a partial width front porch and is a cross fable form. It has the 

steep gable ends typical of a Tudor Revival building and 6 over 1 window throughout. The 

existing garage is a one story hipped roof board and batten out building. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Demolish existing out building and build a two story hipped roof with a small cross gable on 

the west and south elevations. The building is sided in stucco and has a roof to match the 

existing house. It will have an exterior spiral staircase and full light glass doors on the east 

façade. The north and west facades have mostly blank walls with a regular fenestration of 

windows at the top of the floor. These facades are on sides that face the property lines. The 

south façade as a cross gable with high windows on the first and a balcony and glass doors 

on the second floor. This two story building attaches to the rear of main house through a 

second story breezeway  

 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 

The property was built around 1934 and the first owners of the building were W. Harvey 

and Bess Young who owned Young and Schieffer service station. Luther, a University of 

Texas Professor and his wife Ruth lived in the property in the 1940s and after Luther’s 

death Ruth continued living in the property through the mid-1950s. The house was vacant 

for some time in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Marvin and his wife Shelia Shwiff lived in 

the house from the early 1970s through the 1990s. Marvin was a founding member of 

Austin Community College. He was the Dean of the college when it first opened in 1973 and 

then became the acting President in 1977. He was also a lawyer at Levantio, Shwiff, 

Graham.  

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District and is 

listed as a contributing building. The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for 

Rehabilitation state  
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2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 

and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 

the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

The applicant has designed a rear accessory addition that complements the original historic 

home. Through the connector and using stucco siding, similar roofing material and 

mimicking the detailing around the windows the design compliments the original house 

while have windows that do not have divided lights it also differentials itself from the 

historic home. They have used a best practice design in connecting the two buildings 

together through a connector, minimizing the impact on the historic building.   

 

Staff recommends releasing the application as submitted as the design of the additions and 

new entry meet the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation. The changes 

proposed to this building would not affect a potential landmark designation on this 

property.  
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LOCATION MAP 

 

 

 

 



 C.1 - 4 

1300 Northwood Road 

Circa 1934 

 

 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1300 Northwood Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August 2015 
 
1992  Shelia Shwiff, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Marvin and Shelia Shwiff, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Marvin and Shelia Shwiff, owner 
  Lawyer at Levantio Shwiff and Graham.  
 
1977  Marvin and Shelia Shwiff, owner 
  Acting president of Austin Community College 
 
1973  Marvin and Shelia Shwiff, owner 
  Dean of Austin Community College 
 
1968  Phil A. and Carole Elizabeth Bleakney, renter 
  Assistant Cashier at The Capitol National Bank 
 
1962  Vacant  
 
1959  Vacant 
   
1955  Mrs. Ruth M. Snider, owner 
  Widow of Luther  
 
1952  Mrs. Ruth M. Snider, owner 
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  Widow of Luther 
 
1949  Mrs. Ruth M. Snider, owner 
  Widow of Luther 
 
1947  Luther C. and Ruth M. Snider, owner 
  Professor of University of Texas  
 
1944-45 Luther C. and Ruth M. Snider, owner 
  Professor of University of Texas  
 
1941   William L. Moore Jr, owner 
  Student 
 
1939  W. Harvey and Bess Young, owner 

Student at University of Texas 
 
1937  W. Harvey and Bess Young, owner 

Young and Schieffer, Service Station at Lavaca and 14th 
 
1935  W. Harvey and Bess Young, owner 

Young and Schieffer, Service Station at Lavaca and 14th 
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Biographical Information 
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Shwiff's Management Job Complex, Integral
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1987); Apr 28, 1974; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. B9
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ACC names interim president
KATHY HAWORTH Staff Writer
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1987); Dec 16, 1976; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. B3
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Shwiff 'Positive' Concerning College
NELL SHEFFIELD Staff Writer
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Dec 3, 1972; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. A1
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Dr. L. C. Snider, UT Geology Professor, Dies: Consultant Succumbs To Heart Attack At His Residence
The Austin American (1914-1973); May 25, 1947; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. 3
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Death Claims Geology Professor
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); May 24, 1947; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. 1
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