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Presentation Outline 

• History and Context 

• Urban Forest Structure & Challenges 

• Preservation, Planning & Promotion 

• EV Commission Responsibilities 
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Environmental History and 

Urban Forest Context 
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City Tree Initiatives 
 

Tree Preservation Ordinance (1983) 

Urban Heat Island Resolution (2005) 

Tree Taskforce (2006) 

Mayor’s Climate Change Initiative (2007) 

Resolution recognizing urban forest as  

 infrastructure (2008) 

Tree Summit (2009) 

Heritage Tree Ordinance (2010) 

Resolution for Comprehensive  

 Urban Forest Plan (2014) 
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    Austin’s Urban Forest  
Public and private property 

Manage expectations 

Expedient and consistent response 

Continual enhancements   

Evaluate risks where people live, 
work, and play 
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Our vision, in making Austin the most livable city in the 

country, is to personify Austin’s trees by ensuring their 

preservation, promoting their benefits, and planning their 

continual relationship as an integral part of our community 



Tree Benefits 

• Cleans air 
• Stores and cleans water 
• Minimizes erosion 
• Sequesters carbon 
• Wildlife habitat 
• Screen views & noise  
• Property value 
• Sense of place 
• Aesthetics   Infrastructure Which Improves With Time 

Critical to Austin’s Quality of Life 
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Various Interests 

Environmental 
considerations 

Citizen 
concerns 

Public Policy Initiatives 

•Tree Taskforce 

•Urban Density 

•Comprehensive planning process 

•Urban Heat Island Initiative 

•Climate Protection Plan 

•Tree Oversight Committee 

Boards and 
Commissions 

Responsibilities 

Multiple 
departmental 
tree programs 

Economic factors 
Development 

interests 
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Macro Challenges 

• Growth/Urbanism 

• Pests and Disease 

• Public Relations 

• Property Rights 

• Expectations 
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Micro Challenges 

• Utility Conflicts 
• Public Safety 
• Soil Volume and 

Quality 
• Maintenance 
• Drainage 
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Development Services Department 
Tree Division 

 

Acting Director 

Rodney Gonzales 

 

Assistant Director 

George Adams 
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Our mission, to support the best managed city in the country, 

is to uphold the community’s values by providing an effective 

and fair system to plan, preserve and replenish trees 



PROMOTION 

PRESERVATION PLANNING 

• Walk-In Customer Service 
• Site Plan Review 
• Tree Permitting and 

Inspection 
• Response to CAFs, RFIs, 

and 3-1-1 calls 
 (weekends and evenings) 

• Plan Implementation (Imagine 
Austin, Urban Forest 

Management, Community 
Wildfire Prevention) 

• Resource Management 
• Standards of Care 

• Interdepartmental Training  

• Disease Assessment and Mapping 
• Presentation to neighborhood and 

development communities 
• State of the Environment Report 

• Tree Care Information 
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City-Wide Plans 
 

Urban Trails Master Plan 

Complete Streets 
Urban Forest Plan 
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Tree Planting 
 

•  Reforesting   

 

•  Voluntary 

 

•  Development   

 

•  Diversification 

 

•  Challenges 
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Regulatory Jurisdiction 

• Tree 
Preservation 

• Tree 
Protection 

• Tree 
Replacement 
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Stakeholders 
Citizens & Stewards 

Federal & State 
Partners 

Boards & 
Commissions 

City Council & Upper 
Management 

Design Professionals 

City Reviewers & 
Inspectors 

Neighborhood 
Groups 
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EV Commission Tree Oversight  

• Development 

applications impacting 

trees 

• Tree Regulatory 

Appeals and Variances 

• City Arborist Report 

(e.g. Heritage trees, 

development statistics) 

• Urban Forester State of the Environment, Report Card (e.g. 

PW, WPD, AE), and Comprehensive Urban Forest Plan 

• Urban Forest Grant Program Requests 

• Champion tree opportunities 
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Thank You 
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