
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE: C14H-2010-0006 – Castle Hill Historic District                 P.C.: August 25, 2015 
                                                                                                             H.L.C.: August 24, 2015 
 
 
ADDRESS: Roughly bounded by W. 6th Street on the south, Baylor Street on the west, W. 
12th Street on the north, and Blanco Street on the east. 
 
DISTRICT:  9  
    
OWNER/APPLICANT:  City of Austin (Planning and Zoning Department)  
  
 
STAFF: Steve Sadowsky and Jerry Rusthoven, Planning and Zoning Department  
            
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommendation is to grant the modification of compatibility standards in the Castle 
Hill Local Historic District for the property at 614 Blanco Street. 
 
COMMISSIONS RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Historic Landmark Commission: August 24, 2015  
To grant the modification of compatibility standards in the Castle Hill Local Historic District 
for the property at 614 Blanco Street.  [D. Whitworth, T. Myers – 2nd ] 7-0 C. McKenzie, B. 
Tollett - ABSENT 
 
Planning Commission: August 25, 2015   
Forwarded to Council without a recommendation due to a lack of a vote in the affirmative. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  
 
The Land Development Code (25-2-1052 (A) (2) provides an exemption from compatibility 
standards for historic landmarks and within historic districts.  Staff believes that the 
exemption for historic districts was inadvertent and should be corrected with the Code Next 
process.  For this reason with the Castle Hill, Hyde Park and proposed Bluebonnet Hills local 
historic districts staff has included a provision in the ordinance that waives that exemption 
and reinstates Article 10, Compatibility Standards.  This case intends to modify that 
reinstatement for the property at 614 Blanco Street. and replace it with a modified 
compatibility standard.   
 
In 1992 a home known as the Armstrong – Odom House was zoned historic in spite of the 
former property owner’s opposition.  Shortly thereafter there was a fire that damaged the 
property extensively.  A second fire further damaged the property and its ruins were 
eventually demolished for safety reasons.   These fires and the demolition of the house 



caused much anguish among the neighbors, the City Historic Preservation Office and historic 
advocates.  The historic designation remains on the property and it is located in the Castle 
Hills Local Historic District. 
   
 
A new proposal for the construction of a 12 unit multi-family complex has been reviewed 
and approved for a certificate of appropriateness by the Historic Landmark Commission.  
This project as approved by the Historic Landmark Commission has a 19.5 front yard setback 
instead of 25 feet a side yard setback of 5 feet instead of 25.ft and a height of 36 feet instead 
of 30.  The proposed change to the historic district ordinance would modify compatibility for 
just 614 Blanco and only to the extent as approved by the Historic Landmark Commission. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  September 10, 2015     ACTION:  Postponed to September 17,     
                                                                                  2015 at the neighborhood’s request (11-0) 
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Petition	  
	  	  

Case number: C14H-2010-0006 Castle Hill Historic District  

Proposal: Modify the District Preservation Plan with regard to the applicability of Article 
10 Compatibility Standards to certain properties.    

I,	  Simon	  Atkinson,	  owner	  of	  1200	  Pecan	  Square,	  other	  properties	  on	  West	  Sixth	  St.,	  

and	  1200	  Windsor	  Road,	  support	  the	  proposed	  change	  for	  the	  Castle	  Hill	  Historic	  District	  

Design	  Standard.	  	  

Signature                                                                                                Date  20 August 2015 

 




