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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0082 HLC DATE:  July 27, 2015 
    August 24, 2015 
    September 26, 2015 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Jon Pierre and Angela Filardi, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Rainey House 
 
WATERSHED:  Bull Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  3941 Balcones Drive 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic Landmark 
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  July 27, 2015:  Postponed at the 
applicant’s request.  August 24, 2015: Postponed at the applicant’s request. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Highland Park West – Balcones Area Neighborhood 
Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
The house is an excellent example of mid-century Modern design with all of the hallmarks 
that defined the style – a long, low profile with a flat roof and walls of glass.  Mid-century 
Modern design stressed the integration of the outdoors with the indoors, and was meant to 
encourage residents to be outside more.  The style also is known for its open floor plan, with 
multiple uses in the same spaces, and the use of innovative and modern materials: the 
Rainey House has post-and-beam construction, which eliminated heavy support walls and 
allowed for the construction of walls that seem to be expanses of glass.  Mid-century 
Modern design also stressed the use of natural materials – the end walls of the Rainey 
House are faced with native limestone. 



A.1 - 2 
 
Historical Associations: 
The house was designed by Barton Darrell “B.D.” Riley, a native of Harlingen, Texas, who 
graduated from the University of Texas with his degree in architecture in 1950.  He practiced 
with prominent local architects Giesecke, Kuehne, and Brooks, before beginning his own 
partnership with Emil Niggli in the mid-1950s.  Although he designed a number of schools and 
commercial buildings, Riley was particularly known for his residential work in Austin, 
including a number of houses in the Balcones Drive section of the city.  Influenced by the 
pinnacle of the style in Palm Springs, California, Riley designed long, low houses on hilly 
terrain in West Austin, using the latest in building technology.  His houses in Austin are some 
of the best examples of mid-century Modern design anywhere. 
 
Riley designed the house at 3941 Balcones Drive in 1957 for Dr. John R. (J.R.) Rainey and his 
family.  J.R. Rainey was born in Edgewater, Texas in 1920 and grew up in Dallas.  He attended 
Texas A&M University and graduated from the UTMB in Galveston in 1946.  He married 
Betty Jean Smith, a nurse he met while in medical school.  After serving in the U.S. Air Force 
Medical Corps, Dr. Rainey established his medical practice in Austin. 
 
Rainey was certified as pathologist by the Texas Medical Association and the American Board 
of Pathology.  With this specialty, he was instrumental in persuading the City of Austin to 
establish a Department of Pathology at Brackenridge Hospital in 1958.  He pushed for the 
creation of a medical examiner system in the State of Texas to identify causes of death and  in 
relation to deaths resulting from criminal acts.  Dr. Rainey was very active in many civic and 
professional societies and organizations, and founded Clinical Pathology Labs in Austin with 
Dr. Charles Pelphrey to conduct autopsies and perform necessary laboratory tests for patients 
seeking medical treatments. 

 
Dr. J.R. and Betty Rainey with one of their daughters 

 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0126050206 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 1 BLK F BALCONES PARK ADDN SEC 2 & S 24.98 FT OF LOT 2 BLK Q 
BALCONES PARK ADDN SEC 6 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied – capped by all 
jurisdictions. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $917,711 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Jon Pierre and Angela C. Filardi 
3941 Balcones Drive 
Austin, Texas 78731 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1957 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Original flat roof was rebuilt with a slight incline by the 
original owner. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Dr. J.R. and Betty Rainey (1957) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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