
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0010 HLC DATE:  July 27, 2015 
    August 10, 2015 
 PC DATE:  September 22, 2015 
  
Council District No. 1 
 
APPLICANTS:  Harold B. Groendyke and Catherine Lucchesi, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Yerwood-Simond House 
 
WATERSHED:  Boggy Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2005 Hamilton Avenue 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture, historical associations, and community value. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP.  Vote: 6-0 (Panju, McKenzie, and Tollett absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-
3-NP to SF-3-H-NP.  Vote:  11-0 (Seeger absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  October 8, 2015   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story, roughly rectangular-plan hipped-and-gabled brick veneered frame house with 
single and paired 1:1 windows; round-arched entry and arcade along the west elevation of 
the house; exterior stepped brick chimney on the front façade with randomly-placed stones 
and caps.  The house has Tudor Revival influences in its prominent front gable, but is also 
reminiscent of colonial French architecture in southern Louisiana with its round-arched 
brick arcade, gable-on-hip roof style, and massing. 
The design of the house is unique in Austin, and it is the largest house in this 
neighborhood, which is associated with and adjacent to Huston-Tillotson University. 



Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1939 by Dr. Charles Yerwood, and his third wife, Ada DeBlanc Askey 
Yerwood, who later married Luther Charles Simond after Charles Yerwood died in 1940. 
 
Dr. Charles Yerwood was a very prominent African-American physician and surgeon in Austin 
at a time when there were very few African-American trained doctors, most African-Americans 
relying on home remedies and druggists for their illnesses.  Yerwood was born in Austin in 
1882, studied at Samuel Huston College in Austin and at Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville, Tennessee, then practiced in Oklahoma and later Gonzales, Texas before returning 
to Austin in 1925.  He purchased the house at 1115 E. 12th Street (now known as the Connelly-
Yerwood House, a city historic landmark) in 1926, where he raised his two daughters, both of 
whom achieved great successes in the field of medicine: Joyce Yerwood, who went to the East 
Coast, and Connie Yerwood, who returned to Austin and was a pioneer in public health.  
Charles Yerwood had his office at 421 E. 6th Street in Austin and continued to maintain his 
rural practice in Gonzales.  He was a strong advocate for improvements in the treatment of 
tuberculosis, which afflicted a huge number of African-Americans in the early part of the 
century.  He served as the secretary and treasurer of the Lone Star Medical, Dental, and 
Pharmaceutical Association, an organization of African-American health professionals, for over 
20 years. 
 
In 1929, Charles Yerwood married Ada DeBlanc Askey, who had been born into a large Creole 
family in Iberia Parish, Louisiana.  Her family had a small farm near New Iberia, Louisiana, 
but moved to Austin in 1914 for better economic opportunities.  In Austin, young Ada had little 
formal schooling, but was mentored by a neighbor and family friend, Professor Laurine C. 
Anderson (for whom L.C. Anderson High School was named).  Ada achieved her  high school 
equivalency from Samuel Huston College, then married a fellow student, Aubrey Askey, with 
whom she had 3 children, including Gilbert, who later became a nationally-known arranger 
and composer for Motown Records.  Gilbert Askey is credited with discovering the Jackson 5, 
and was nominated for an Academy Award for his work on the Billie Holiday bio-pic, Lady 
Sings the Blues, starring Diana Ross. 
 
Ada and Aubrey Askey divorced in 1927; she married Charles Yerwood in 1929.  They lived in 
the old Yerwood house on E. 12th Street before building this house in 1939.  Charles Yerwood 
continued his medical practice downtown, while Ada returned to school at Tillotson College.  
She taught at the Belton Colored School in Belton, Texas, then went on to Iowa State 
University to earn her master’s in home economics and child development.  In 1936, she 
returned to Tillotson College to become the head of the home economics department.  The 
Yerwoods built this house for themselves in 1939.  Charles’ daughter, Connie, eventually 
moved into the old family home on E. 12th Street. 
 
After her husband’s death in 1940, Ada Yerwood began her career in public health, especially 
in the area of improving facilities for tuberculosis, which her late husband had championed for 
many years.  She traveled across Texas, educating families about nutrition, sanitation, disease 
prevention, and safety, and recruited volunteers to form community health organizations.  She 
also continued her studies at several prestigious graduate schools throughout the country. 
 
In 1949, she married Luther Simond, a prominent teacher and school administrator.  They 
lived in this house until their deaths. 
 
After her official retirement, Ada Yerwood Simond did not stop in her relentless drive to 
improve the conditions, education, and awareness of African-American citizens in Austin and 
elsewhere.  She volunteered for the Travis County Health Department, among other 
organizations, and in the late 1970s, she devoted herself to promoting public awareness of 
African-American history in Austin.  She wrote a series of children’s books with stories of 



African-American family life in the early 1900s, contributed articles to scholarly journals as 
well as the Austin American-Statesman, and co-founded the W.H. Passon Society and the 
George Washington Carver Museum, both dedicated to the preservation of African-American 
culture and heritage in Austin. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0206100604 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 11-12 BLK E OLT 8 OLT 62 DIV B COLLEGE HEIGHTS ADDN 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,883 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,750 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $480,416 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Harold B. Groendyke and Catherine Lucchesi 
2005 Hamilton Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78702 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1939 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Windows replaced (2014).  The replacement windows are in 
the same 1:1 configuration as the original windows.  
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Dr. Charles and Ada Yerwood (1939) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION MAP 

 



  

IN MEMORY OF ADA SIMOND -- (BY MEREDITH MCKITTRICK) (Extension of 
Remarks - October 31, 1989) 

[Page: E3613] 
--- 

HON. J.J. PICKLE 
in the House of Representatives 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1989 

• Mr. PICKLE. Mr. Speaker, the State of Texas and the Nation recently lost a 
valued friend and a irreplaceable role model and teacher with the passing of 



85-year-old Ada LeBlanc Simond, of Austin, TX. She leaves behind a rich and 
impressive legacy, including numerous books and articles. She was a founder 
of the George Washington Carver Museum and the W.H. Passon Historical 
Society, and she was involved in many social, cultural, and civic 
organizations. 

• Ada Simonds was recognized for her contributions to the community by 
groups including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and the Texas Association for the Study of Afro-American Life. Her 
achievements earned her induction into the Texas Women's Hall of Fame. 

• And yet, Mr. Speaker, all these accolades and honors fail to capture what Ada 
Simond meant to her community. She was a role model, an instructor, and 
an inspiration for all ages and ethnic backgrounds. As a longtime friend, 
Robyn Turner, said, `She's someone who can say something to you and 
change your life.' 

• Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the Austin American-Stateman 
article in memory of Ada Simond be reprinted immediately following my 
remarks. The comments of her friends are eloquent tribute to a woman who 
will be sorely missed, but whose rich contributions to her community will 
never be forgotten. 

(BY MEREDITH MCKITTRICK) 

Local Black historian, writer and educator Ada Simond, 85, died Sunday of a heart 
attack. 

Simond suffered the attack Sunday evening at her home and was taken to 
Brackenridge Hospital, where she died, said her daughter, Grace King. Simond was 
hospitalized in September after a mild stroke. 

Funeral arrangements with Phillip-Upshaw & Richard Funeral Home were incomplete 
Sunday. 

Simond was the author of several books on Black heritage, and wrote a column on 
Black heritage that appeared in the Austin American-Statesman from 1983-84. 

Robyn Turner, a longtime friend, said, `She was certainly a role model for 
everyone--for all of the ethnic groups, all ages, and both genders.' 

Turner is a former free-lance writer who wrote about Simond in a book, Austin 
Originals, and interviewed here for numerous magazine articles. 

Simond chronicled life in East Austin in books such as the `Mae Dee' series and 
Looking Back: A Black Focus on Austin's Heritage. She wove into the fabric of her 
stories not only civic leaders but also everyday people--the midwives, porters and 
custodians. 

`I have a feeling that everybody is important, every individual is valuable,' Simond 
said. 



She was one of the founders of the W.H. Passon Historical Society. She was 
inducted into the Texas Women's Hall of Fame in 1986, and was recognized for her 
written contributions to Black society by groups such as the Texas House Black 
Caucus, the Texas Historical Commission and the Texas Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life. She also was honored by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People for her commitment to human rights. 

`She had so many careers in her lifetime and created each one for herself . . . and 
then had such success at each one of them,' Turner said. But at the same time, 
`she was always there for everyone else. 

`She's been a real friend. She's someone who can say something to you and 
change your life,' Turner said. 

One of eight children, Simond was born, Nov. 16, 1903, near New Iberia, La., to 
parents who lacked schooling but, were determined to give their children an 
education. She moved to Austin when she was 11. 

After she married and had three children in School, Simond returned to school and 
received a bachelor's degree in home and family life education from Huston-
Tillotson College and a master's degree in science at Iowa State University. She 
taught at Huston-Tillotson, then accepted a job at the Texas Tuberculosis 
Association, where she worked for 25 years before moving to the Texas 
Department of Health. 

Survivors include her husband Luther C. Simond; daughters, Grace King of Gardina, 
Calif., Jo Hoosy of Oakland, Calif., and Gilbert Askee of Melbourne, Australia; seven 
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that contributions be made to the Ada 
DeBlanc Simond Scholarship Fund at Huston-Tillotson College. 

 
 

 

  

Luther Charles Simond 
Born on May 2, 1921 

Departed on Sep. 29, 2012 and resided in 
Austin, TX. 

 

Visitation: Friday, Oct. 5, 2012 
12 pm  

Service: Saturday, Oct. 6, 2012 
12 pm  

Cemetery: Assumption Cemetery   

Luther Charles Simond was born May 2, 1921 in Mansfield, DeSoto Parish, Louisiana to Horace Simond and Lelia 
Simons. 
 
He was a member of Holy Cross Catholic Church. 
 
Mr. Simond was a graduate of Dunbar High School in Lufkin, Texas, received his B.A. degree in 1947 from Texas 



College and M.A. in 1949 from Columbia University. His educational career included elementary school teacher in 
Gary, Indiana and Beaumont, Texas; Assistant Principal at Norton High School in Gary, Indiana; Principal at L. L. 
Campbell Elementary and Ridgetop Elementary in Austin, Texas. 
 
He married Ada Marie DeBlanc in 1949 and became stepfather to Gilbert Askey, Verna Jo Hooey, and Grace King. 
 
Mr. Simond was preceded in death by his parents Horace and Lelia; wife Ada Simond; brothers David and Horace, 
Jr.; sisters Billie Grace and Velma Lee; daughter Grace; granddaughter Marie Franklin. 
 
He is survived by his children, Gilbert Askey and Verna Jo Hooey; grandchildren, Gregory Askey, Deidra Askey, 
Emile Askey, Francis Moore, Michael Moore, Charlotte Franklin; eleven great grandchildren; ten great great 
grandchildren; and a vast number of extended relatives and friends. 

   

 
 



 
 
Texas Women's Hall of Fame 

Simond, Ada 
Ada Simond 

Ada Simond 

Civic Leadership 

Inducted 1986 

Ada Simond, an Austin writer, historian and educator, helped the black community in Travis and 27 
other Texas counties for more than four decades through her work in health education, and her 
writings have preserved their heritage. 



Ms. Simond’s six-book series, Let’s Pretend, traces the life of a young black girl and her East Austin 
family in the first half of the 20th century. She published a collection of her newspaper columns titled 
Looking Back. 

After retiring Ms. Simond developed oral history projects that teach young people in Central Texas 
how to preserve their heritage. 

From 1942-1966 she was a field representative for the Texas Tuberculosis Association and helped to 
establish model public heath programs and tuberculosis prevention programs implemented throughout 
the state. For 65 years Ms. Simond spoke to many young audiences across the State of Texas on the 
need to stay in school to finish their education. In the 1950s and 1960s she directed summer health 
education workshops for teachers in the seven black colleges of Texas. 

Between 1936 and 1942 she taught at Tillotson College. Ms. Simond holds a master’s degree in 
vocational home economics from Iowa State University. In 1982, she was conferred a doctor of 
humane letters degree from Huston-Tillotson College. Some of the numerous awards she received are 
The Black Heritage Award from the Austin Independent School District, the Texas Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and History Award, the Public Citizen of 1986 Award from the National 
Association of Social Workers and the Human Relations Award from the Texas State Teachers 
Association. 

She is a lifetime member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

Ada Simond died in 1989. 

Copyright 2014 Texas Women's Hall of Fame. All rights reserved. 
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