
 

Recommendation for 
Water & Wastewater Commission  

Commission 
Meeting Date:   

 
October 14, 2015 

Council 
Meeting Date:   

 
November 12, 2015 

Department: 
 

Public Works 
SUBJECT

Authorize execution of a construction contract with SJ LOUIS CONSTRUCTION OF 
TEXAS, LTD., for the Harris Branch Interceptor “Lower A” project in the amount of 
$5,163,688.52 plus a $516,368.85 contingency, for a total contract amount not to exceed 
$5,680,057.37. (District 1) 

 AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING

Funding is available in the Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Capital Budget of the Austin Water. 

Purchasing 
Language: 

 
Lowest bid of 5 bids received. 
 

Prior Council 
Action: 

 
N/A 

 
For More 
Information: 

 
Lisa Whitworth, 512-974-5615; Yvonne Gil, 512-972-7048; Lucy Bonee, 512-
974-7967; Sarah Torchin, 512-974-7141 
 

 
Boards and 
Commission 
Action: 

 

 
October 14, 2015- To be reviewed by Water and Wastewater Commission. 

 
 
MBE/WBE: 

This contract will be awarded in compliance with City Code Chapter 2-9A 
(Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprise Procurement 
Program) by meeting the goals with 6.13% MBE and 1.28% WBE 
subcontractor participation. 
 

 
 
 



This project will install approximately 9,600 linear feet of 30-inch diameter wastewater 
line from west of State Hwy 130 along the north and south banks of Harris Branch 
Creek to the Harris Branch Wastewater Package Plant. In addition, to remove an 
existing siphon line, this project will install approximately 2,056 linear feet of a new 12-
inch gravity wastewater line connecting to the new 30-inch diameter wastewater line.  
Once completed, the new wastewater lines will allow the decommissioning of the Harris 
Branch Wastewater Package Plant, located along Arlington Mill Road. The existing 
Harris Branch Wastewater Package Plant was built in 1988 as a temporary facility by 
the Northwest Travis County MUD which later annexed by the Austin Water. Due to its 
advancing age and condition, it was decided to decommission the Harris Branch 
Wastewater Package Plant and send flows to the Wild Horse Wastewater Treatment 
Plant along Blue Bluff Road in Manor, Texas. The decommissioning will eliminate the 
annual costs associated with its maintenance, monitoring, and repair.   

 
This project and the new interceptor contains, 7 tunnels including 2 tunnels crossing 
under Harris Branch creek.  Because of the large percentage of tunneling on the project 
and due to the potential for encountering unknown conditions, a 10% contingency in 
funding has been included to allow for the expeditious processing of any change orders. 
 
The contract allows 365 calendar days for completion of this project. This project is 
located within zip code 78653 (District 1) and is managed by the Public Works 
Department. 

 
SJ Louis Construction of Texas, Ltd. is located in San Antonio, Texas. 

 

M/WBE Summary   

 
Bid documents were distributed to 15 general contractors.  Bids were opened on August 
20, 2015. SJ Louis Construction of Texas, Ltd. submitted the lowest of 5 bids received: 
 
S J Louis Construction of Texas, LTD, San Antonio, TX $5,163,688.52 
Southland Contracting, Inc., Ft. Worth, TX   $6,158,355.00 
Santa Clara Construction, Ltd., Austin, TX   $7,133,406.00 
DeNucci Constructors, LLC., Austin, TX    $7,526,275.00 
M.A. Smith Contracting Co, Inc., Austin, TX   $7,729,050.50 
 
The contractor’s choice of work methodology provides for 12 areas of subcontracting 
opportunities which are listed below.  Project specific subgoals stated in the solicitation 
were 1.50% African American; 3.87% Hispanic; 0.53% Native/Asian, 1.24% WBE.  
Total participation estimated on base bid amount of $5,163,688.52: 
 

NON M/WBE TOTAL – PRIME     $3,675,938.52   71.20%  
S J Louis Construction of Texas, Ltd., San Antonio, TX $3,675,938.52   71.20% 
   
MBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS    $316,750.00        6.13% 
 

African American Subtotal     $82,750.00        1.60% 
(MB) Comanche Xpress, Austin, TX (hauling)  $40,000.00        0.77% 
(MB) JTE, Austin, TX (manholes)    $42,750.00        0.83% 
  



Hispanic Subtotal      $205,000.00        3.97% 
(MH) D & S Texas Icon Constructions, LLC, Austin, TX $30,000.00        0.58% 
(site work) 
(MH) Modern Treatments, Austin, TX                        $175,000.00        3.39%  
(steel pipe liner supplier) 
 
Native/Asian Subtotal                $29,000.00        0.56% 
(MA) Benqwest, Austin, TX (fuel supplier)   $29,000.00        0.56% 

 
WBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS    $66,000.00        1.28% 
(FA) KLP Commercial LLC, Austin, TX (building supplies) $20,000.00        0.39% 
(FH) Lewis Concrete Restoration, Buda, TX             $28,000.00         0.54% 
(corrosion control service) 
(FA) Metalink Corp., Austin, TX (fencing)   $18,000.00        0.35% 
 
NON M/WBE TOTAL – SUBCONTRACTORS   $1,105,000.00     21.39% 
Concrete Structure, San Antonio, TX (concrete)  $89,000.00            1.72% 
General Polymer, Boulder City, NV (manholes)    $550,000.00         10.65% 
Hobas Pipe USA, Houston, TX (pipe supplier)             $426,000.00           8.25% 
Matoka, Austin, TX (erosion control)     $40,000.00             0.77% 
 

The Contractor submitted a MBE/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the 
solicitation and was approved by the Department of Small & Minority Business 
Resources.  Second and third low bidder information is provided. 
 
SECOND BIDDER - Southland Contracting, Inc., Ft. Worth, TX  $6,158,355.00  
92.86% NON M/WBE prime participation; 1.50% African American; 3.87% Hispanic; 
0.53% Native/Asian; 1.24% WBE; 0.00% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation. 
 
THIRD BIDDER - Santa Clara Construction, Ltd., Austin, TX  $7,133,406.00 
69.66% M/H M/WBE prime participation; 1.52% African American; 0.55% Native/Asian; 
1.25% WBE; 27.02% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation.  
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