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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 26, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0658 
3800 BALCONES DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1957 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One- to one-and-a-half story, roughly L-plan, shallow-gabled frame and stone-veneered 
house in mid-century modern design; the house has a long wood-clad section running along 
the crest of the hilly lot with single and double wood-frame sash windows, and a large bay 
perched on the slope of the hill overlooking the front yard, which has divided floor-to-ceiling 
glazing in wood framing and a prominent rectangular stone chimney piercing the front-
facing gable of this section of the house; stone veneer along the projecting bay section. 
RESEARCH 

The house is an excellent example of mid-century Modern residential architecture in 
Austin, and is located in the Balcones Drive section of the city, which has a number of 
architect-designed mid-century Modern homes.  Mid-century Modern architecture stressed 
several things – a long, one-story, horizontal profile with large expanses of glass and use of 
natural materials.  Innovative construction techniques were integral to the philosophy of 
mid-century Modern architecture, and allowed for the use of large spans of glass, structural 
steel beams and joists, and cantilevered rooms. 
Austin was blessed with a number of notable mid-century Modern architects, including the 
architect for this house, Roland Gommel Roessner.  Roessner was a native of Indiana, 
educated in Ohio, and worked briefly in Florida before joining the faculty of the University 
of Texas School of Architecture in 1948.  Roessner continued his architectural practice 
while teaching classes at UT, and began the school’s Architectural Residency program, 
where students worked in the field to gain the knowledge beyond the classroom walls of 
how to address problems in architecture, meet with clients, and work out practical designs. 
Roessner applied his philosophy of practicality in architecture to his residential designs in 
Austin, all of which reflect mid-century Modern goals in integrating a house into its natural 
landscape, and blurring the division between the outdoor and indoor spaces.  Mid-century 
Modern houses in Austin have been built on hilly lots, with the houses perched on ledges or 
other topographical feature to allow this integration with the natural environment.  Mid-
century Modern architects used large expanses of glass so that the outdoor environment 
became part of the indoor environment – and the outdoors was always a part of the 
experience inside a mid-century Modern house.  However, Roessner also prized his clients’ 
privacy, so while he used large sections of glass on a house, the glass was positioned so that 
the privacy of the inhabitants was maintained, while still achieving the goal of blending the 
outside and inside environments. 
This house, at 3800 Balcones Drive, embodies all of the distinguishing characteristics of 
mid-century Modern design: it is a low-slung composition, perched on the slope of a hilly lot 
with a long, winding driveway that actually traverses an arroyo; the most prominent 
feature of the house is its large, glass bay that overlooks the slope down the front part of 
the lot, and this is really the only part of the house that is visible from the street below.  
The long-time owners of this house were Seldon and Jewell Baggett, who bought the house 
in 1957 and lived here for the rest of their lives.  Seldon Baggett was a native of Austin, and 
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graduated from UTMB in Galveston in 1938.  He returned to Austin and set up a general 
and family practice, and on the staffs of St. David’s and Brackenridge hospitals. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not within the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

As much as it pains staff to do so, staff cannot recommend that this house be designated as 
a historic landmark under the traditional criteria of architecture AND historical 
associations.   The house fully meets the architectural criterion – it has obvious 
architectural significance, designed by one of Austin’s masters of mid-century modern 
residential architecture, and is unique for its location, setting, and architectural features 
that take full advantage of its bluff-side site.  However, landmark designation must be 
based on two criteria – architectural significance and (generally) historical associations.  
This house was designed for Dr. Seldon Baggett and his wife, Jewell, who lived in the house 
until their deaths; their heirs sold the property to the current owners several years ago.  
Staff is finding it very difficult to make an adequate case for the historical significance of 
Dr. Baggett in terms of designation of his house as a historic landmark.  This statement 
should most definitely not be construed to imply that staff does not respect the life and 
work of Dr. Baggett and his wife, but the City’s criteria for the designation of historic 
landmarks are clear when it comes to what constitutes historical significance, under §25-2-
352 of the Land Development Code: 

The property has long-standing significant associations with persons, groups, 
institutions, businesses, or events of historic importance which contributed 
significantly to the history of the city, state, or nation; or represents a significant 
portrayal of the cultural practices or the way of life of a definable group of people in 
a historic time. 

The only other section besides the architectural section of the Landmark Designation 
Criteria that could apply to this case is Community Value, but this is sometimes an even 
harder criterion to justify: 

The property has a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature 
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a 
neighborhood, or a particular group. 

The Commission asked for a second evaluation of the foundation structural issues of this 
house, which the applicant has provided.  The foundation issues, according to the 
applicants, have prompted their application for demolition.  According to the applicants’ 
architect, the applicants have already spent a considerable amount of money to rectify the 
foundation issues at this house, which is built in an erosion hazard zone, and suffers from 
its location on a steep slope of a bluff. 
Staff asked the applicants’ architect to evaluate whether the most architecturally 
significant portion of the house (which is also the portion of the house overhanging the 
eroded slope of the bluff) could be preserved, and the rest of the house be demolished or 
modified to accommodate the applicants’ desires, and to further investigate whether the 
architecturally-significant portion of the house could be detached and moved further up the 
slope so that it could be preserved out of the erosion hazard zone, and new additions built 
behind it to complete the house. 
Staff would obviously like to have this house restored and preserved – at least the most 
architecturally-significant portions of it, and staff would also like to have the applicants 
further consider alternatives to demolishing the entire house.  However, having said that, 
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staff is also fully cognizant of the efforts the applicants have made to preserve this house, 
and the costs they have already encountered to do so, and it is clear that these applicants 
are not taking the demolition of this house lightly.  It is truly unfortunate when a house 
such as this has suffered deterioration and was not adequately constructed for its unique 
siting on this eroding bluff.  The amount of work to stabilize this house, including the 
drilling and installation of 25-foot piers, and the cost of that work appears to be 
overwhelming. 
So, while staff strongly appeals to the applicants to fully consider every alternative to the 
demolition of this house, or at least the most architecturally significant portion of the 
house, it is with enormous reluctance that staff cannot, in good faith and honestly, say that 
this house so fits the designation criteria for historic landmarks that it should be preserved 
against all other considerations.  The owners, in staff’s opinion, have tried to address the 
foundation issues that threaten the continued use and preservation of this house, but the 
cost to repair the existing conditions is too great to be reasonable. 
Staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center if the Commission releases the applicant’s request 
for demolition. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3800 Balcones Drive 
ca. 1957 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3800 Balcones Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2015 
 
1992  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 

Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1985-86 Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1981  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1977  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1973  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 

Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1968  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1962  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 

 
1959  Seldon O. and Jewell S. Baggett, owners 
  Physician, 7 Medical Arts Square 
 
1955  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Seldon and Jewell S. Baggett are listed at 1519 Mohle Drive; he was a 
physician with his office at 1506 Guadalupe Street. 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM  
 

ROLAND GOMMEL ROESSNER  

Roland Gommel Roessner was born November 19, 1911, in Terre Haute, Indiana. 
He graduated with a bachelor's degree in architecture from the University of Miami in 
1935 and received a master's degree in architecture from the University of Cincinnati 
in 1942. He served during World War II, achieving the rank of lieutenant commander 
in the navy's civil engineering corps. During his tour of duty he had the opportunity to 
build numerous large-scale air bases in the South Pacific, an experience that 
oriented him towards construction and exceptional architectural detail for the rest of 
his career. 
 
Recruited by Hugh McMath, chairman of the Department of Architecture, which was 
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at that time lodged in the College of Engineering, Roessner began teaching at The 
University of Texas at Austin in 1948, becoming professor of architecture in a career 
that spanned over 30 years. According to Professor Martin Kermacy, his longtime 
colleague and friend, Roessner's familiarity with professional practice and real life 
experience made him a particularly appealing figure to postwar students in the early 
1950s, who were both mature and eager to enter the profession. Throughout his 
teaching career, Roessner presented himself to his students as a model practitioner 
and a dedicated studio teacher. His early teaching coincided with the years when 
the so-called Texas Rangers, the young group of radical teachers, including Colin 
Rowe, Bernard Hoesli, and others, came to the School of Architecture. They 
emphasized the theoretical side of architecture while Roessner pursued a more 
pragmatic approach. Over time, Roessner maintained an emphasis on teaching 
principles rather than style and on connecting learning with practice by involving 
local practitioners in the academic reviews at the School of Architecture. His 
pragmatism also prompted him to found the first Architectural Professional 
Residency Program at the University. It placed students in private practice as part of 
their educational experience, thus giving them an essential link between the world of 
academia and the world of the profession. Beginning with professional practices in 
Texas, the program expanded nationally and, eventually, internationally.  
 
Always known to his students, even long after graduation, as "Mr. Roessner," he 
was respected as a consummate design instructor. Roessner passionately believed 
in the Beaux-Arts model of architectural education, and he taught his studios, which 
students eagerly anticipated, and conducted his practice within the constructs of 
Beaux-Arts education and ideology. He typically taught Fifth Year Design Studios 
and Undergraduate Thesis Studio; thus students were generally able to have a close 
association with him only as a studio instructor in their fifth year in the 
undergraduate program. Despite the subsequent advancements in architectural 
education and strategies for teaching architecture, many of Roessner's students still 
felt fortunate to have had an undergraduate education based on the model of the 
Þcole des Beaux Arts.  
 
Student projects produced in Roessner' s studio were expected to demonstrate the 
same rigor, with special attention to strong conceptual underpinnings and technical 
resolution, as the projects in his professional office. Excellence in design and 
technical communication were always required in his studio and lack of performance 
brought failing grades. His reviews of student projects were extremely thorough, 
extending from the idea, the organization, and the clarity of the concept, on through 
the development of the project down to the minute details. One valuable studio 
experience was that of designing projects in school that were similar to projects on 
the drawing boards in Roessner's office, then driving with him to visit those projects, 
some of which were in construction and others complete, thereby learning firsthand 
about the process of design and construction. 
 
Few, if any, architect-teachers at The University of Texas at Austin School of 
Architecture tied professional practice as close to studio teaching as Roessner. He 
was only one of a very few faculty practitioners achieving significant architectural 
work to which students could aspire. Several other faculty members during that time 
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were beginning to establish small practices with work that was meaningful in terms 
of intellectually-driven design strategies, but Roessner presented the highest 
standards for his practice and projects. His student and faculty colleagues always 
described him as "an architect' s architect." 
 
He perceived the academic studio not only as an extension of his architectural 
practice but his architectural practice as an extension of his academic studio. In 
Roessner's small private practice in Austin he typically hired one to two of the top 
design students in the school who were in their last two years of the undergraduate 
program. He ran his office practice like an academic design studio and directed his 
studio at the school like an architectural practice. It was indeed a privilege to be 
among those select few students who were fortunate to be employed by him. The 
true benefit of working in his practice, especially while simultaneously having him as 
a studio instructor, was the opportunity to learn design and technical skills from a 
master architect and, perhaps more importantly, to learn valuable lessons from his 
expectations for high standards of ethics and morals. Students in his employ then 
were placed in a hands-on learning environment under the close scrutiny and 
tutelage of an internationally-recognized designer. Lance Tatum, one of his 
students, worked for Mr. Roessner in his architectural practice from his fourth year in 
the architectural program until he graduated with a bachelor of architecture degree. 
Some years later, Roessner urged Tatum to return to Austin to teach at the 
University, which he did at Roessner's insistence. He began a teaching career at the 
School of Architecture in 1977 that reflected Roessner's values. 
 
Roessner's practice was essentially driven more by motivations of intellectually-
based design excellence in significant projects for worthwhile clients than 
motivations of profit. Most of his projects were constructed by one contractor who 
demonstrated excellence in craftsmanship and attention to details and finishes. His 
projects were not "trendy" or "flashy" but rather demonstrated an understanding of 
well-founded lessons of architectural history, composition of elements, and an 
understanding of the scale of spaces occupied by humans. His successful 
architectural practice spanned from Ohio and Florida to Texas, and his projects were 
premiated and published throughout the United States and abroad. [Architectural 
Record, (May 1955) 117, pp. 155-186; Architect and Building News, (February 1966) 
229: 7, pp. 291-306.] Among the most noted buildings were The Oaks Apartments, 
one of Austin' s most significant examples of urban housing. The project was cited 
for an international design award, but sadly demolished when the University 
acquired a vast tract of land east of Memorial Stadium. The Glen Foster residence 
was a distinctive town house and the Wilson residence utilized a 180 degree view of 
the Colorado River. Despite the differences in scale and site, Roessner used a 
similar palette of materials and similar zoning considerations for each of these 
projects. He also designed numerous other projects in Austin from the 1950s 
through the 1970s, including, among others, the Foster House, the Goehrs House, 
and the Whittington House. He received numerous awards for design excellence 
from the American Institute of Architects, and was elected a Fellow of the 
professional organization in 1968. 
 
During his time at the University, Professor Roessner served in numerous capacities 
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and worked on several boards and committees, including the UT Campus Planning 
Board, the Athletic Council, the University Co-op Board of Directors, the Family 
Center Board of Directors, the Swimming Natatorium Planning Committee, and the 
Student Union Board. An avid sports fan, he followed teams with great enthusiasm 
and even attended UT baseball spring training in Florida. 
 
Prodigiously well-rounded, Roessner also contributed to his community. He was a 
board member of the Trustees of Tarrytown Methodist Church, the West Austin 
Optimist Club, and the Westwood Country Club, and he was a charter member of 
Tarry House Country Club. He supported various swimming organizations and 
received love and appreciation from the many children and coaches touched by his 
efforts. 
 
Professor Roessner died Monday, February 26, 2001, in Austin, Texas.  
 
 
<signed>  
 
Larry R. Faulkner, President  
The University of Texas at Austin 
 
<signed>  

John R. Durbin, Secretary  
The General Faculty 
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Longtime Austin resident Jewell Sparks Baggett, a descendant of one of Texas’ first 
families, passed away peacefully at a local hospital on June 21, 2007, surrounded by 
several generations of her family. Her death was the result of a fall at her residence. She 
was a loving and devoted wife, mother and grandmother, and matriarch of her extended 
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family. Jewell was born in Christine, Texas, near Breckenridge, on November 8, 1915. 
She graduated as a RN from St. Joseph’s School of Nursing and met her husband to be, 
retired physician Seldon Baggett, while he was attending medical school in Galveston. 
Throughout her life, Jewell is described by her family as loving, faithful, loyal, energetic, 
vibrant and determined. She devoted her life to her family and friends. Her interests were 
wide-ranging including: cooking, reading, gardening, entertaining, gifting, decorating, 
history, all the arts and many more. Until her death she was involved with her bridge 
group, sewing club, investment club, University Christian Church and other 
organizations. She was very proud of being a member of the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas and the “Old 300”. She is survived by her loving husband of 68 years, Seldon 
Baggett, MD, brother Hugh Sparks, daughters: Judy Nerf, Susan Edols, Patricia Adam 
and Barbara Baggett; grandchildren: Sherri Cochran, Miranda Barham, Paul Adam; great 
grandson Ian Cochran; nieces: Sydney Seavers, Pamela Wyatt, Jan Glasgow, Marsha 
Recknagle and their children. The family would like to thank her physician Dr. Steven 
Booten and her personal assistant Cynthia Arterberry for their years of caring for Jewell. 
Funeral services will be held at Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 3125 North Lamar, 
1:30 p.m. Sunday, June 24 with Rev. Dr. Charles Kutz-Marks officiating. Burial will be 
at Austin Memorial Park, followed by a reception at the family home. Flowers or 
memorial contributions may be directed to the Macular Degeneration Foundation, 
American Cancer Society or Hospice Austin. Obituary and guestbook online at 
wcfish.com 

Obituary of Jewell Baggett 
 
Seldon Osborn Baggett, M.D. died peacefully at his home Wednesday morning, 
December 10th, 2008, at the age of 96. Born March 4, 1912 in Austin Texas, he attended 
Austin Public schools, the University of Texas, graduating with a B.A. in 1935, and with 
a Doctor of Medicine from U.T. Medical School, Galveston, in 1938. His General and 
Family Practice was devoted to serving patients in the Austin community for 44 years. 
During this period he served on the staffs of Brackenridge and St. David's hospitals. 
Dr. Baggett served on the Medical Board of the Teachers Retirement System of Texas, 
and was Board Chairman for a number of years. Over the years he received many honors 
recognizing his contributions to the medical community. During World War II, as Major 
in the U.S. Army, he was commander of the 46th Portable Surgical Operations Hospital 
in the China Burma Theatre. The Chinese government of Chiang Kai-shek, awarded him 
the highest distinction for meritorious service, the "Yun Hui" award. The U.S. Army 
awarded him a Bronze Star. In 1939 he married Jewell Sparks; they celebrated 68 years 
together. To this union were born four daughters: Judy Friedberg-Nerf, 
Susan Baggett Edols, Patricia Adam and Barbara Baggett. Grandchildren are Sherri 
Cochran, Miranda O'Gorman and Paul Adam; Great Grandson is Ian Cochran. Nieces are 
Sydney Seavers, Pamela Wyatt, Jan Glasgow and Marsha Rechnagle; brother-in-law is 
Hugh Sparks. He was preceded in death by his wife Jewell, his sister Margie Recknagle, 
and parents Lillie and JamesOsborn Baggett. All family members are proud to have 
shared his life and are grateful at having been blessed by his love; we will miss him 
deeply. He was a kind and gentle man, devoted to medicine and his family. He was richly 
loved, and enjoyed a contented life. His daughters wish to thank those "angels" who 
cared for him during the last years of his life. Their devoted service allowed him to 
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remain in the home he loved. Thank you Cynthia Arterberry, Jean James, Kannis Miles, 
La Juander Smith, Delores Garcia , Debbie Pearson, and the Hospice Austin team. 
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, December 13th at Weed-Corley-Fish 
Funeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar Blvd., Rev. Dr. Charles Kutz-Marks officiating. Burial 
will follow in Austin Memorial Park. Memorial contributions may be made to the charity 
of your choice. 

Obituary of Seldon O. Baggett 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to Dr. Seldon O. Baggett for the construction of this house (1957) 

 
 


