D.12-1
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 16, 2015
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2015-1018
1507 E. 14™ STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1949 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with single and paired 1:1 windows
with 3:1 wooden screens (now boarded up); partial-width, shed-roofed independent porch on
ornamental metal supports; two-story, rectangular-plan, rear-gabled, frame addition to the
rear.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1949 by Rev. S.L.. and Willie C. Davis, replacing a ca. 1910 house on
the site. That earlier house had been the home of a blacksmith until around 1919, when it
was rented by Cora DeWitty, an African-American laundress, and her family, several of
whom became prominent in the African-American community in Austin. The DeWitty
family lived here until around 1923; the house was then a rental property for several
African-American families, until it was purchased by Rev. Silas L. and Willie Davis around
1939.

Silas L. Davis was born in Dale, Caldwell County, Texas, in 1888, to Andrew and Laura
Davis, who had been born into slavery. Andrew Davis was from Texas, but his parents had
come from Virginia. Laura Davis was from Arkansas, but her parents had come from
Alabama. Silas was their third son. Andrew Davis was listed as a farmer in the 1900 U.S.
Census; the two older boys in the family were listed as farm laborers, and 12-year old Silas
was listed as being at school. By 1920, Silas had married Willie C. Thompson of Dale,
Texas. They lived at Lytton Springs in Caldwell County, where Silas farmed. Silas was
ordained in 1925; the 1930 U.S. Census listed him as a Baptist preacher in Seguin, Texas.
After a short stint in San Antonio, where he was also a preacher, Silas L. Davis came to
Austin in 1937 as the pastor of David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church; he organized
Mount Cavalry Missionary Baptist Church two years later, and served as its pastor until
his death at the age of 100 in 1988. Reverend Davis was known as a highly principled man,
and through his presence and ministry, he had enormous influence in the East Austin
African-American community. He was succeeded in the ministry by his grandson, the Rev.
L.K. Jones. In 1998, the City of Austin renamed Washington Avenue in front of Mount
Calvary in honor of Reverend S.L. Davis.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is not listed in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

This is an extremely difficult case. The house has obvious historical significance as the
house that Rev. S.L.. Davis built for his family in 1949, but the house is in a serious state of
deterioration and is a danger to public health and safety. The house has been boarded up
to secure it, but major structural issues remain.

The life and work of Rev. S.L.. Davis are commemorated by the designation of his Mount
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church as a historic landmark. It is truly unfortunate that
this man’s house has fallen into a state of complete disrepair as to almost require its
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demolition at this point, as this would be a complement to Mount Calvary as a testament to
the legacy of this great man and his works. However, staff does not believe that the house
can be preserved at this point, so must reluctantly recommend release of the permit, but
staff strongly recommends that the applicant erect an interpretive marker on the site to
commemorate the location of the home of Rev. S.L.. Davis. If the house were in better
condition, staff would recommend the completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package, but the sorry state of this house would do little to glorify the legacy of Rev. Davis
at this point.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1507 E. 14" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
September, 2015

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1962

Willie C. Davis, owner
No occupation listed

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.
Rear: Mrs. Scotty Blakemore, renter

Maid
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1959 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.
Rear: Mrs. Scotty Blakemore, renter
Maid, Ledwidge Student House, 2101-03 Nueces Street.

1955 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.
Rear: Vessie Davis, renter
Maid

Valena Simmons, renter
Maid

1952 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners
Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 Washington Avenue.

NOTE: The current house was built in 1949. Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis owned an earlier
house on this site — the following is the occupancy history for that house, which is no longer
extant.

1949 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners

Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 1150 Coleto Street.
1947 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners

Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 1150 Coleto Street.
1944-45 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners

Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 1150 Coleto Street.
1941 Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis, owners

Pastor, Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 1192 Angelina Street.
1939 Harry F. and Hattie Neshy, owners

Laborer

NOTE: Rev. Silas L. and Willie Davis are listed as the renters of the house at
2301 E. 12" Street; he was the pastor of the Davis Chapel Baptist Church, 2209
E. 14" Street.

1937 Rev. J.S. Hansbrough, owner
Pastor, 19" Street Baptist Church, 1500 E. 15" Street.
NOTE: Rev. Silas L. and Willie Davis are not listed in the directory.

1935 George and Amanda Shields, owners
No occupation listed

1932-33 John E. and Rosa L. Williams, renters
Janitor, B'Nai Brith Hillel Association, 2228 Guadalupe Street.
NOTE: George and Amanda Shields are listed at 1505 E. 14" Street; he had no
occupation shown.

1930-31 Ollie and Birda McClain (colored), renters
Truck driver, J.R. Reed Music Company, 805 Congress Avenue.



1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

1914

1912-13

1910-11

1909-10
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Ollie and Berta McClain (colored), renters
No occupation listed

Ollie and Birdie McClain (colored), renters
Drayman, J.R. Reed Music Company, 805 Congress Avenue.

Rev. Arthur R. and Juliet Wheeler (colored), renters

No occupation listed

NOTE: Ollie and Birdie McClain are listed at 1200 E. 10" Street; he was a truck
driver for J.R. Reed Music Company, 805 Congress Avenue.

Cora DeWitty (colored), renter

No occupation listed

Also listed are Alex DeWitty, no occupation shown; Arthur DeWitty, no
occupation shown; Ernest DeWitty, no occupation shown; and Hubert DeWitty,
no occupation shown.

Cora DeWitty (colored), renter

Laundress

Also listed are Arthur DeWitty, a laborer; Oscar DeWitty, a laborer; and Ransom
DeWitty, a laborer.

Louis E. and Amelia Thomson, renters

Blacksmith, Peter Thomson, blacksmith, carriage, buggy, and wagon works, 410
Colorado Street.

NOTE: Cora DeWitty is not listed in the directory.

J. William Thomson
Blacksmith, Peter Thomson, 410 Colorado Street.

J. William Thomson
Blacksmith, Peter Thomson, blacksmith, carriage and wagon manufacturer, 410
Colorado Street.

J. William Thomson
Blacksmith, Peter Thomson, blacksmith, carriage and wagon manufacturer,
horse-shoer, machine forger, 410 Colorado Street.

Ken Cameron

Agent, American National Insurance Company of Galveston, 117% E. 6™ Street.
NOTE: J. William Thomson is listed at 510 E. 7" Street; he was a blacksmith for
Alvin Thomson, blacksmith and horse-shoer, 506 Trinity Street.

The address is not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Rev. Silas L. and Willie C. Davis (ca. 1949 - 1994)

His 197 World War | draft registration card shows Silas Leonard Davis was 29 years old, and
had been born at Dale, Texas. He was living at Dale, where he was a farmer. He had a wife,
and claimed a physical disability. He was of medium height and a stout build.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Silas L. and Willie Davis as renters of a farm in Lytton Springs,
Caldwell County, Texas. Silas L. Davis was 31, had been born in Texas, and was a farmer.
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Willie Davis was 25, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had 2
children listed with them: Od, 3; and Dimple, 5 months.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows S.L. and Willie Davis as the owners of a house in Seguin, Texas,
which was worth $500. S.L. Davis was 42, had been born in Texas, and was a preacher in a
Baptist Church. Willie Davis was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had 6 children.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Silas and Willie Davis a the owners of this property; the former
house on this site was worth $1,300. Silas Davis was 48, and was listed as a preacher. Willie
Davis was 43. They had children living with them. The family had lived in San Antonio in 1935.

Willie C. Davis died in 1994.
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Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church
2111 Washington Avenue Aaustin, Texas
Phone GR 2-2844
REV. 8. L. DAVIS, Pastor

=

Sister Olivia Harris Woodfork, Clerk

Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, organized October 23, 1939
at 2301 E, 12th St., Austin, Texas. The first worship was held in the
home of Bro. and Sis. Willie Marshall, 2103 E. 12th St. The first house
of worship was the Community Center, 1192 Angelina St. The modem
edifice at 2111 Washington Avenue bespeaks the ability of a stalwart
leader to strive toward perfection. |

NI

REV. AND MRS. S. L. DAVIS !

Rev. and Mrs. S. L. Davis celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding Anniver-
sary, January 11, 1966, Rev. Davis boasts of being equal to Jacob where 4
offsprings are concermed. Another favorite expression of Rev. Davis: |
“Thank God I have a ‘Spotted Calf’s interest in St. John'."” 1

40qu2) Kaoysiyy urysny

From St. John Regular Missionary Baptist Association
One Hundredth Annual Session, July 17-30, 1967
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Upon this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

The most significant and deep-rooted foundations in East Austin is the organization of Mount Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church, 2111 S. L Davis Ave.

Mount Calvary was organized October 23, 1939 in a church parsonage, 2301 East 12% street, Austin,
Texas, occupied the ousted Pastor, accompanied by two other ministers and fifty- nine members.

The name Mount Calvary was submitted by Sister Roberta Marshall.

While absent from the room, the organizer, Reverend S.L Davis was chosen pastor. He was escorted by
Reverend A.C Clark back into the room and informed of his election as pastor of Mount Calvary
Missionary Baptist church.

The first worship service was held one week after the organization of Mount Calvary, at 2103 East 12"
the home of Mr. and Mrs. W.R Marshall. The Community Center located at 1142 Angelina, was the next
shelter for Mount Calvary until February 16, 1941. The members would enter the edifice facing Coleto
Street, clear of debt and Mount Calvary was only three years, three months and 28 days of age.

A decision was later made to enlarge the church and with faith, prayer and determination the church as
it now stands was completed in 1950. Mount Calvary would be the first brick built church among black
churches in East Austin.

Note burning ceremonies was held in 1977, the church was free and clear of financial debt.

A root out of dry ground, today a monument, asset and pride and joy to the community, city, state and
nation under the leadership of one master minded, man of God, called by God to lead God's people to
higher heights, the man the late Reverend S.L Davis.

Reverend S.L Davis was a dynamic preacher and teacher. As quoted by T. Lewis “to name all the honors
that have been bestowed upon Rev. S. L. Davis it would require a book.” Reverend S.L. Davis served as
pastor of Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist church until the Lord called him to rest, May 29, 1988 at the
age of 100.

The church later began a search for the next pastor. The pastoral call was extended to Reverend
L.K Jones on July 26, 1988. He accepted the call and became the second pastor in the history of
the Mount Calvary church. Pastor Jones is a faithful minister devoted to winning the souls to
Christ and determined to do the will of God.

The church became a participant in foreign Mission on April 24, 1994; Pastor L.K Jones
journeyed to Belize, South America.
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lost faith he

The Rev.,
Davis never
would
celebrate a
century of
living.

Slias
Leonard
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By ScorT S. GREENBERGER S mC = 23 .m.mM ‘
American-Statesman Staff e = m .m M = 2 I m

Even at a time when neighbors, not patrol cars, po- ® M mm M m mm
liced the neighborhoods of East Austin, the Rev: Silas et m oy 3 M
Leonard Davis stood out. . sS85 agE- 3 -]

In the tight-knit East Austin of the 1930s, every- m =72 .n.m .m_ g
body knew everybody and n.mu.mnﬁﬁowmm out for Em,_..—. s5BE m B gee
neighbors’ children as well as their owm. Yet Davis SSHars M g v....m.
moral stature was such that state District Judge r £:58 .m =8 m -]
Ralph Yarborough would try misdemeanor cases in e < .m. 2 =g 8 m .m
Davis’ East 12th Street home, often designating the o232 g 2g .m k5
reverend as an unofficial parole officer. t SR 8SZE =g S

“He knew he could hold thosé people morally re- a ..m 3 m £ h
sponsible for their conduct,” son Floyd Davis said of B mm <=8 s83
the relationship between Yarborough, later a leg- [ ] a M. 85¢8 m E
endary U.S. senator, and his father. | .

Ten years after Davis died at the age of 100, the City ; S
Council on Thursday acted to preserve his memory §28¢ 283 =]
by renaming Washington Avenue, the site of his o 8 - 273 W =
chureh, as “S.L. Davis Avenue.” . . m.h..m °2F M“

Davis, a son of former slaves, was born in 1888 in B m 3 m 8 g
Dale, about 25 miles southeast of Austin, . 588 8 M :

He was ordained in 1925, Mﬂn vwﬂonumm :V wﬂwﬁw o m 52w ms.m m th
Hill, Fayetteville, Gay Hill, Ottine and San i ilas Leonard Davis From left are Teresia Lewis, Floyd Davis, - "
before coming to Austin in 1937 to head David Chapel MMMMWMM %Mh__m.,.mﬁ%sﬂwqw A_u_%_._aa on Washing-  Vessie Tutt, Willie Ray Davis, Scottie lvory, m. m M..m 2 vm. M = m.m
See Washington, B6 ton Avenue, which is being repamed for Davis.  Leonard Jones and Barbara Dotson. w_m.m:m m.m M.MW". m.

: =k “2EpREs g3
_ o \ - . PEEE
i - (=] - .
=28 g =
Washington Ave. renamed S L
. . = MW m g 3 ,ﬂw.. m...
in honor of ex-pastor. Davis _ﬂ §8iE 3351
Continued from B1 love philosophy, according to son oM B
Missionary Baptist Church. Floyd. He lobbied the City Coun- .ww.a.. m_..mm g
In 1938, Davis organized Mount ~ cil for better city services for the = e Ere 38
Calvary Missionary Baptist black community, urged his S m. m Y
Church, and in 1950 he supervised parishioners to fight for civil SEE
the construction of the church’s rightsand advised “the great and .m g%,
current red-brick building. His small” of Austin, including long- e m. H £8 g 3
grandson, the Rev. Leonard Jones, time mayor Tom Miller 3 g S ..m
succeeded him as pastor in 1988. Floyd Davis said the younger = .mmw.m .m. =4
Davis was strict, both in his in- generation could learn a lot from .m i 5 2
terpretation of the Bible and his  his father. : Fl m S B &
philosophy for raising children, “My dad went through a period n w M £ m.t - g
according to son Willie Ray. in American history when you O -7 gl 82 3
“My dad spanked. He knewhow  had to fight for every inch, and the g5 .m ..m e m.w 5, .2
tospank. He came up knowingthe generations now iake it all for dél= 82
spanking,” Willie Ray said. granted,” Floyd said. “They need = £ .W.m nm
Davis was more than a preach- fn he raminded that wa asrned BW nwowm
£
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Obituary of Rev. S.L. Davis
Austin American-Statesman, March 31, 1988
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Thompson of Dale, Texas. To this
union 11 children were born. One
daughter, Valena A. Simmons; and one
son, James Davis, preceded him in
deaih
He s survived by his wife of 72
S e o
0.D.5Dgvis, Mr. Willie R.

Obituary of Rev. S.L. Davis

Austin American-Statesman, April 1, 1988
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Rev.S.L. Davis 1507 ®. l4th St,
w.501
40 36 8 of 6 B

box gar. & ccw shed
295“ - 11*17"39

None

Building permit to Rev. S.L. Davis for the construction of a box garage and cow shed at the

former house on this site (1939)
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Rev. S. L. Davis -~~~ 1507 E. 14th St.

- 40 36 8~  W.,50! of 6 B

Gerieral rfépairs to res.
25064 se-r2-¥3 $700
Day labor

Hone

Building permit to Rev. S.L. Davis for general repairs to the former house on this site (1943)

"-Reve Se Le Davisa =~ =~ = ) 1507 -Eaat l4th 8t
40 weat 50%'of 6 8 B 3

Frame residence.
40403 3-7-49 $500.00
Owner

Building permit to Rev. S.L. Davis for the construction of this house (1949)

15
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owyEr Rev. S. L. Davis ADDRESS 1507 East 14th. St.
PLAT. 40 LOT. S50' of 6 BIK 8
SUBDIVISION C. R, Johns
QCCUPANCY Extend Res. & garage

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 106192 DATE 12-14-67 ESTIMATE 100.00
CONTRACTOR Qwner NO, OF FIXTURES -
WATER TAP REC # Exist. SEWER TAP REC # Bxist.

Frm. addn. te res. & tie exist. garage to res. & remodel

750 sq. ft.

Building permit to Rev. S.L. Davis for the rear addition (1967)



Florent Rouffignac
903 E.13th St
Austin ,TX 78702
512-296-7246

Historic Landmark Commission
City of Austin

Re: 1507 East 14t St. Demolition
Honorable Commissioners:

My family lives in Swede Park and is familiar with this property. In fact, we have
seen it sit in complete disrepair for years now. We are delighted someone is trying
to demolish it as it is unsafe and an eyesore. It also most probably helps the vermin
strive in the area.

We also hear the seller is working with a buyer that will engage a local East Austin
architect and local East Austin builder, and that the home is for a young couple
wishing to start a family and live there with their aging grandparents—this, as far as
we know, is not an investor speculating on the property. This matters to us and is
exactly what we want in Swede Hill.

Please issue the demolition permit so this coveted lot in a great neighborhood can
contribute to the neighborhood and the owners can get their lives together. The fact
that Rev. SL Davis lived may be interesting, but does not merit historical
designation. There is a street named after him and we hear that his own family
supports the demolition. We feel there are alternatives that the City can explore to
honor the Reverend's memory.

Best regards,

Florent Rouffignac

D.12-17
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Kevin Smith

1004-A East 13t Street
Austin, TX 78702
512-964-3864

Historic Landmark Commission
City of Austin

Re: 1507 East 14t St. Demolition
Honorable Commissioners:

My family lives in Swede Park and is familiar with this property. We have seen it sit
in complete disrepair for years now and are delighted someone is trying to demolish
it—it is unsafe, an eyesore, and the knows the family that owns it needs the money.

We also hear the seller is working with a buyer that will use a local East Austin
architect and local East Austin builder to build a home is for a young couple that
wants to start a family and live there with their aging grandparents. This matters to
us and is exactly what we want in Swede Hill!

Please release the demolition permit so this gorgeous lot in a great neighborhood
can contribute to the neighborhood instead of detract from it and the owners can
get their lives together. The fact that Rev. SL Davis lived there does not merit
historical designation, nor do the owners or the buyers want historical designation.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me,
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Abraham Rothbaum
1201 East 13th
Austin, TX 78702

Historic Landmark Commission
City of Austin

Re: 1507 East 14% St. Demolition
Honorable Commissioners:

My family lives in Swede Hill and is familiar with this property. We have seen it sitin
complete disrepair for years now —the current structure is unsafe, and an eyesore,
and the family that owns it apparently wants to sell.

We also heard the owner is working with a buyer that will use a local East Austin
architect and local East Austin builder to build a home is for a young couple that
wants to start a family and live there with their aging grandparents. This matters to
us.

Please release the demolition permit so this gorgeous lotin a great neighborhood
can contribute to the neighborhood instead of detract from it. The teardown house
does not merit historical designation to me, nor do the owners or the buyers seem
to want historical designation.

Thanks, ; :

Abe Rothbaum



