
D.6 - 1 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 25, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1139 
1101 MUSIC LANE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 former motel, now apartment and office complex. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The site consists of several multi-story buildings, all built in variations of the mid-century 
Modern style, and featuring deep, triangular eaves, large expanses of plate glass, 
aluminum-framed casement windows, and shingled siding; the roofs of the buildings are 
gabled with composition shingles. 
The motel was designed by Austin architects Niggli and Gustafson, who had their offices at 
1313 S. Congress Avenue at the time.  Winifred Gustafson, the principal architect on this 
project, was born in Manor, Texas in 1914.  He formed a partnership with Emil Niggli in 
1945, and went on to a solo career in 1958.  Besides the Terrace Motor Hotel, Gustafson 
designed the newer section of the Austin Motel on S. Congress Avenue, Sandy’s 
Hamburgers on Barton Springs Road, Holiday House restaurants throughout the city, the 
LCRA building, and the Peter Pan Mini Golf Course on Barton Springs Road. 
RESEARCH 

The Terrace Motor Lodge opened in 1951 with an address of 1201 S. Congress Avenue, and 
was promoted as the largest motor lodge in Texas, with several hundred rooms, in-room 
televisions and radios, two swimming pools, and top-caliber restaurants.  Lindon L. 
(“Dude”) McCandless, a developer, who also owned the Ace Lumber Company and the L.L. 
McCandless Construction Company, opened the Terrace Motor Lodge, and remained its 
owner and general manager.  In the early 1950s, he also had the McCandless Apartment 
Hotel on E. 11th Street.  L.L. McCandless was a native of Creedmoor, Texas, and was listed 
in the 1940 U.S. Census as a building contractor. 
In the mid-1950s and 1960s, the Terrace was one of Austin’s premier motor lodges.  It 
boasted the Charcoal Chef restaurant, a steak house; and later the Terrace Summer House, 
a pool-side restaurant that had an upscale atmosphere.  There was also a coffee shop, a 
beauty salon, and a barber shop on the premises.  An advertisement in the 1960 city 
directory described the Terrace: “The largest motor hotel in Texas, rooms equipped with 
television and radios, 2 swimming pools, 2 restaurants, the Charcoal Chef restaurant, 
featuring the finest charcoal-broiled steaks.”  The 1965 city directory advertised the 
Terrace: “366 rooms and suites, 2 swimming pools, private club, Famous Summer House 
restaurant, facilities for parties, banquets, wedding receptions, and conventions.  
Picturesque and unique.” 
Then, around 1971, the Terrace began to decline.  There was no description of the facilities 
available at the motor hotel in the 1972 city directory, and L.L. McCandless had moved his 
construction company office to the site.  The 1974 city directory showed the transformation 
of the Terrace from an exclusive motor hotel to a combination of motel and apartments: 
“120 rooms, 120 apartments, picturesque and unique.” The 1975 city directory revealed the 
end of the motor lodge history of the Terrace – it was now the Terrace Apartments.  City 
directories after 1969 also show that the famed restaurants in the motel had closed, and 
only the barber shop and beauty salon remained. 
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Many of the units, including the motor hotel office, which faced S. Congress Avenue, were 
demolished in 1990 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The property is not listed in any City survey, but is referenced in the Preservation Plan for 
South Congress Avenue as representative of the changing face of South Congress with the 
advent of automobile culture and the construction of motels along the street. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the applicant seriously consider incorporating some of the mid-
century Modern architectural features of the motor hotel into their new plans for this site, 
but to release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of representative photographs of the buildings, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1101 Music Lane 
ca. 1951 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1101 Music Lane (1201 S. Congress Avenue) 
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City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2016 
 
1992  Apartments 
 
1985-86 Apartments 
 
1980  Apartments 
 
1977  Terrace Apartments 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 
 
1975  Terrace Apartments 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 
  “230 apartments, 2 pools, picturesque and unique.” 
 
1974  Terrace Motor Hotel and Apartments 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

“120 rooms, 120 apartments, 2 pools, coffee shop, picturesque and unique.” 
 
1973  Terrace Motor Hotel (no description given) 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

NOTE: The Terrace Barber Shop was located at 1203 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1972  Terrace Motor Hotel (no description given) 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

NOTE:  The L.L. McCandless Construction Company was also located at 1201 
S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1969  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

“366 rooms and suites, 2 swimming pools, private club, Famous Summer House 
restaurant, facilities for parties, banquets, wedding receptions, and conventions.  
Picturesque and unique.” 

 
1967  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

“366 rooms and suites, 2 swimming pools, private club, Famous Summer House 
restaurant, facilities for parties, banquets, wedding receptions, and conventions.  
Picturesque and unique.” 
NOTE:  The L.L. McCandless Construction Company was located at 1215 S. 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1965  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor 

“366 rooms and suites, 2 swimming pools, private club, Famous Summer House 
restaurant, facilities for parties, banquets, wedding receptions, and conventions.  
Picturesque and unique.” 

 
1962  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  L.L. McCandless, proprietor; S. John Powell, manager 
  “2 swimming pools, Terrace Summer House restaurant.” 
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1960  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  L.L. McCandless, general manager 

“The largest motor hotel in Texas, rooms equipped with television and radios, 2 
swimming pools, 2 restaurants, The Charcoal Chef restaurant, featuring the 
finest charcoal broiled steaks.” 

 
1959  There is no listing for the Terrace Motor Hotel in the directory. 
 
1957  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  Lindon L. McCandless, proprietor 
 
1955  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  Lindon L. McCandless, proprietor 

NOTE:  Lindon L. McCandless also owned the McCandless Apartment Hotel, 
303 E. 11th Street. 

 
1952  Terrace Motor Hotel 
  Henry G. Voight, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1215 S. Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  Henry G. Voight lived on the premises. 
 
1949  There is no listing for the Terrace Motor Hotel in the directory. 
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Obituary of Lindon L. McCandless, the founder of the Terrace Motor Hotel 

Austin American-Statesman, May 12, 1991 
 
 
 

 

 
The Terrace Motor Hotel 

Undated postcard 
From www.cardcow.com 

 

http://www.cardcow.com/
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Aerial view of the Terrace Motor Hotel 

Undated postcard 
From www.delcampe.net 

 

http://www.delcampe.net/
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Summer House Restaurant at the Terrace Motor Hotel 

Undated postcard 
From www.delcampe.net 

 

http://www.delcampe.net/
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Room service menu (undated) 

Terrace Motor Hotel 
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Advertisement for the Terrace Motor Hotel referencing the Charcoal Chef Restaurant 

1960 Austin city directory, R.L. Polk & Company, publishers 
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Advertisement for the Terrace Motor Hotel referencing the Summer House Restaurant 

1962 Austin city directory, R.L. Polk & Company, publishers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around 1950 a new Motel, The Terrace, was built across the street complete with large 
swimming pool. Naturally, a "swimming pool" was a big draw for hot Texas summers. Not to be 
outdone, the Stewarts got busy and built our luxurious large kidney shaped pool and the 
charming rooms above it. A friendly competition ensued that in the end caused both Motels to 
keep getting better. 
 
Unfortunately, the charming Terrace Motel no longer exists. What finally happened to this lovely 
place to make it close its doors is not known, but the large old Oak Trees have, for the most 
part, gone by the wayside and the charming little cottages along with so manyother of these 
small unique little motels have become only a memory of the past. The land was owned for a 
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brief time by the great singer, Willie Nelson. Its present owners have built a large corporate 
apartment complex on the site. 

From: A History of the Austin Motel, www.austinmotel.com 
 
 
 

 
Austin Statesman, October 25, 1952 

 

http://www.austinmotel.com/
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Austin American, November 7, 1954 
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Austin American, November 7, 1954 
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Austin American, November 7, 1954 
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Austin Statesman, February 18, 1955 
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Austin Statesman, May 19, 1957 
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Austin Statesman, December 8, 1960 
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Building permit to remodel the restaurant (probably the Charcoal Chef) into a private club (1961) 

 

 
Building permit to L.L. McCandless to remodel the apartment building (1974) and to remodel a 

building to create a restaurant (1977) 
 

 


