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64 people die in crashes
in the average year



Austin traffic deaths

3-year rolling avg.



Who’s Affected?
disproportionately, people walking, biking, & 
riding motorcycles

Source:  APD and Census 2013 5-year ACS Journey to work



2015 Deaths by Transportation Mode

Source:  APD



2015 characteristics (% all fatal crashes)
• 61% Impaired 
• 33% Speeding involved 
• 28% Pedestrian - Failure to Yield Right of Way
• 34% Drivers involved in fatal crashes with 
suspended or no Driver’s License (DL)

Source:  APD, current as of 1/8/16

suspended or no Driver’s License (DL)
• 33% No Seatbelt
• 35% No Helmet (motorcyclists)
• 43% occurred on High-Use Roadways
• 45% occurred between midnight and 6 AM



Public health problem Public health problem 
like smoking or not wearing a 
seatbelt



Imagine Austin amendment
Policy: “The The The The City commits itself to eliminating City commits itself to eliminating City commits itself to eliminating City commits itself to eliminating 
transportationtransportationtransportationtransportation----related deaths and serious injuries related deaths and serious injuries related deaths and serious injuries related deaths and serious injuries … … … … 

Improving Improving Improving Improving safety through land use, urban design, safety through land use, urban design, safety through land use, urban design, safety through land use, urban design, 
transportation engineering, education, and enforcement transportation engineering, education, and enforcement transportation engineering, education, and enforcement transportation engineering, education, and enforcement 
is is is is foundational to Austin becoming a city of complete foundational to Austin becoming a city of complete foundational to Austin becoming a city of complete foundational to Austin becoming a city of complete 
communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities. . . . communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities. . . . 

Safety is the top priority for the transportation system Safety is the top priority for the transportation system Safety is the top priority for the transportation system Safety is the top priority for the transportation system 
and requires a and requires a and requires a and requires a collaborative, multipronged approach collaborative, multipronged approach collaborative, multipronged approach collaborative, multipronged approach 
using the guiding principles of Vision Zerousing the guiding principles of Vision Zerousing the guiding principles of Vision Zerousing the guiding principles of Vision Zero…”

Action: “Create an ongoing Vision Zero Task Force to 
develop a Vision Zero Action Plan and subsequent 
updates to that Action Plan”
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Action Plan Vision
safe mobility as the top priority for the transportation system safe mobility as the top priority for the transportation system 
by setting the goal of zero deaths & zero serious injuries while 
traveling

builds on multiple existing safety initiatives, facilitates greater 
collaboration, leverages limited resources between City 
departments, agencies, and community partners 



Action Plan Vision
requires a concerted, multi-pronged approach that addresses:requires a concerted, multi-pronged approach that addresses:

• land use, transportation, infrastructure,
engineering, & design;

• enforcement & prosecution;
• education, culture change, public health, &
equity.



Past Safety 
Efforts



Getting to 
Zero



Key Actions:
1. Focus on hotspots + 

dangerous behaviors

2. Create awareness

3. Harness data

4. Develop Vision Zero 
program + continue 
Task Force



1. Focus on Hotspots & Dangerous 
Behaviors



Focus on Hotspots

2010 – 2014 all modes



Focus on Key Dangerous Behaviors

Source: TxDOT crash dataSource: TxDOT crash dataSource: TxDOT crash dataSource: TxDOT crash data
Time Period: 2010Time Period: 2010Time Period: 2010Time Period: 2010----2014201420142014



Example Actions
short, medium, and long-term actions, grouped 
into enforcement, engineering, education, and 
policy



2. Develop Vision Zero Education & 
Media Campaign



A strong, branded, Vision Zero 
educational media campaign
§ use data to educate all Austinites on the 
severity of the problem

§ dangerous traveling behaviors § dangerous traveling behaviors 

§ should be inclusive, culturally-sensitive

§ produce events in “hotspot” areas, around the 
top contributing factors



3. Harness Data



Actions address

Data quality, 
collection, 
sharing

Analysis & 
mapping

Evaluation



4. Develop Vision Zero Program 



• Establish a Vision Zero Program
§ Continued interdepartmental, interagency, and 
community coordination

• Continue the Vision Zero Task Force 
§ Representation from key community groups, 
including advocates for the most vulnerable 
road users. 



Report Card
Staff will produce an annual Vision Zero 
Report Card, to be reviewed by the Task 
Force and the City Council.



Next Steps

1. Refine the Vision Zero Action Plan 
based on public feedback.

2. Provide cost estimates for all actions
3. Seek funding through city budgeting 

process.
4. Prioritize the specific actions related 

to engineering, education, 
enforcement and evaluation (data).



How to Participate
Read the draft plan & provide your feedback to 
visionzero@austintexas.gov

Be a part of the change. 
• never drink and drive
• put the phone down• put the phone down
• slow down
• look out for others
• promote safe behavior to your family & friends
• exercise patience & be a little friendlier
No matter how you get around, remember 
we’re all in this together. 



Questions?Questions?


